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for  another  time.  These  rules  will  carry 
you  with  firmness  and  comfort  through 
this  inconstant  world/  J' 

My  Lord,  may  it  be  the  happiness 
of  all  my  readers  to  possess  "  like 
precious  faith,"  and  your  Lordship's 
honor  to  be  the  instrument  of  universal 
blessedness  in  the  maratime  world, 
through  the  British  and  Foreign  Seamen  s 
Friend  Society ;  of  which,  may  Admiral 
Lord  Gambier  long  continue  the  re- 
spected president. 

I  am,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's 
Obliged  and  faithful  Servant, 


G.  C.  SMITH 


Penzance,  Jan.  1,  1824. 
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INTERESTING  DTALOGUF 

TWO  BRITISH  SEAMEN 


Plymouth  Dock. — Sailors  meeting  in  the  Street.* 

Bob.    To  ho,  shipmate,  what  ship  ? 
James.    I  belong,  my  brother,  to  the  Royal  George, 
in.Cawsand  Bay. 

Bob.    You've  dipt  year  e«Me  and  run  on  shore  then, 
my  boy. 

James.    I  landed  ttfo  days  since,  and  ail  going  on 
board,  according  to  orders,  to-morrow.    -' 

.  Bob.    Fine  weather  on  skoife,  sEipttafe ;  pfenty  of 
pirates  in  the  harbour,  dashing  ariray  with  pfiae-frioney : 
.  saw  two  pendants  flying  this  morning— inade  sail — they 
stood  off — gave  cbace — they  tacked  and  stood  cross 
the  street— I  luffed  up,  lay  right  in  the  WinflVeye — 
they  bore  away — squared  my  yards — out  studdihg  sails 
— sung  ou%  steady — ranged  up  along-side  on  their  star- 
board quarter — poured  in  a  broadside— they  sflruck- — 
took  them  in  tow,  and  saw  tfcem  moored  about  an  hour 
since  close  aboard  the  rocks.    What  say,  shipmate,  wilt 
share  the  prizes  ? 
James*    Thank  ye,  shipmate,  but  I'd  rather  be  ex- 
\    cused ;  you  are  very  frank  iu  communicating  the  par- 
ticulars of  your  cruize,  but  it  would  have  afforded  me 
|    far  more  pleasure  to  have  heard  a  better  account  of  the 
i  manner  in  which,  you  have  spent  your  time  an  shore.. 

I  t  Bob  hailed  as  Boatswain's  Mate  from  His  Majesty's  Ship  Drcad- 
l  aougfct,  98,  and  James  as  Quarter  Master  from  Hb  Majesty's  Ship  Royal 
Cfeorge,  UO  (funs* 


•3 

2fe6.  Time,  shipmate!  time  on  shore!  What's  time 
for,  but  that  a  fellow  may  eqjoy  himself -white  rbe*«bas  it, 
especially  on  shore  ?  Why,  1  wouldn't  give  a  rope's 
end  for  that, man  who  doesn't  make  hay  while  the  &uh 
shines,  as  long  as  his  liberty  ticket  lasts.* 

James*  If  yon  mean  that  we  should  improve  the  time 
allowed  us  by  our  officers  to  be  on  .shore,  so  that  we 
amy  be  gratified  with  the  reflection  of  it  on  board,  you 
have  my  hearty  concurrence ;  but  if  you  mean  that  we 
should  rush  into  all  the  vices  that  we  possibly  ;can  on 
shore,  because  we  must  soon  go  on  board  again,  I  hope 
yon  will  hot  be  angry  with  ifte,  if  I  differ  from  yon  on 
that  point. 

Bob.  Angry !  Why,  no/  aUpmate,  I'm  not  angry, 
d'ye  see;  bpt  yon  seem  to  be  a  vessel  under  false 
colours;  Tm  upright  and  downright;  and,  tf  so  be  you'll 
bear  away  wi&me  to  Rotten  Row,  why,  about  dhip — » 
and  if  not,  sheer  off— or  [here  a  dreadful  volley  of  oaths 

sneCeeiL] 

James.  I'm  tr»ly  sorry,  nty  brother,  that  any  obser- 
vation of  niine  should  induce  yen  to  swear  so  awf ally : 
but  I  trust  yon  will  be  satisfied,  when  I  assure  you,  that, 
far  from  being  an  enemy,  I  am  a  real  friend ;  and  1 
solemnly  declare  that  no  man  is  more  willing  to  do  you, 
or  any  fellow  seaman,  all  the  good  he  possibly  can,  than 
myself. 

Bob.  Are  you  trae  blue,  messihate?  true  blue  will 
never  stain — if  you're  not,  up  with  your  helm,  and  about 
ship,  before  I  bring  my  lower  deckers  to  bear  on  you. 

James.  If  by  true  blue  you  mean,  am  I  faithfal  to 
-my  king  and  country?  I  reply  yes,  I  am;  and  let' these 
scars  prove  it  [showing  his  arms  and  baring  his  breast:] 
Fve  spilt  my  heart's,  blood  m  defenee  of  the  island  I 
love ;  and,  after  fighting  at  the  Nile,  Copenhagen,  and 
Trafalgar,  receiving  ten  body-wounds,  and  serving 
twelve  years  in  different  ships  as  able  seaman,  I  think 
no  one  ought  to  question  my  sincerity  or  zeal.  Bat,  if 
by  true  blue  you  mean  to  ask,  aim  I  a  drinking,  de- 
bauched, profligate,  and  thoughtless  man  of  war's  man? 
I' honestly  confess  I  am  not;  and  I  cannot  express  the 
18*  A  2 
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« 
grief  I  feel  that  you  appear  so    nsensible  to  your  im- 
mortal interests,  as  to  plunge  I  *dy  and  soul  into  hell, 
for  the  momentary  gratification    of  the  basest .  lusts. 

S Tears   of  pity   trickle   down    the    manly  cheeks  of 
ames.] 

.  Bob.  Avast  there— avast  there,  messmate — clap  a 
jtopper  on  that  there  rope:  come,  come,  no  broadside 
yet — you've  no  leak  in  the  hull — let's  have  none  of  the 
eye-pumps  at  work — why  you  make  me  think  of  the 
time  when  Poll  piped  her  eye  all  the  way  on  shore,  be* 
cause  we  were  ordered  out  to  the  Indies.  Stand  fast, 
messmate,  you  seem  to  be  a  good  fellow — let's  make 
sail  for  the  Nelson,  at  North  Corner,  and  take  in  a 
4ouble  allowance  of  grog. 

James..  It  pains  my  mind,  shipmate,  to  be  obliged  to 
-  *)ject  this  request  also ;  because  I  know  it  flows  from 
an  abundance  of  good-nature  in  you :  but  indeed;  my 
brother,  I've  no  taste  for  any  company  or  accommodation 
to  be  had  at  a  public-hoiise  in  a  sea-port  town.  .  There 
was,  a  time — O  my  God,  that  I  am  yet  spared ! 

Bbb.  Ha !  ha !  brother,  what,  you  are  there,  are  you? 
— I  thought  we  should  soon  find  out  what  sort  of  stuff 
you're  made  of — what*  you  are  a  methodist  lubber,  are 
you?  What,  preach  to  a  fellow  in  the  open  street? 
Why,  split  my  jib-boom  \(I  wouldn't  sooner.be  a  lob- 
lolly boy,  or  a  Frenchman,  than  a  methodist — all  hands, 
up  anchor  a-hoy — tumble  up  there — tumble  up  there, 
my  boys.  Shipmate,  I  shall  up  $kv~scrapers  and  moon- 
rakers,  so  don't  give  chase* 

James.  My  dear  brother,  rtaust  throw  out  a  grap- 
pling iron,  thep,  [takes  him  by  the  hand] ;  your  good- 
tiature  and  frankpess  constrain  me  to  bring  you  to.  O 
my  friend  and  brother,  let  me  intreat  you  for  your  own 
.soul's  sake— for  Christ's  sake— for  God's  sake :  remem- 
ber that  the  wages  of  sin  is  death — you  are  mortal,  and 
.must  die— vou  may  ,die  soon — you  must  appear  before 
God  to  give  an  account1 — what  will  you  say  at  bis  bar  on 
,tbe  day  of  judgment? — where  will  you  fly  for  refuge, 
whin  the  dead  arise  and  this  world  is  in  flames?— I 
'  h  seech  you  to  stop — think— -look  forward.    I  love  your 


I 


5         ■     * 

soul — I  long*  for  its  salvation-— 1  would  lay  down  my 
life  to  beneSt  your  soul. 

Bob.  Lower  away  there,  messmate,  lower  away — let 
go.  If  what  yon  say  is  true,  and  you  love  my  soul,  why 
then,  I  don't  care  if  I  back  my  main-top-sail  and  cine 
up  the  fore-sail  for  a  tew  minutes,  to  speak  you«-—  Ho ! 
the  ship,  a-hoy — are  you  in  the  methodist  service  ?  I 
hate  the  methodists  as  I  hate  a  French  three-decker, 
ever  since  my  grog  was  stopt  on  a  banyan-day,  because 
oar  meihodistical  purser  s  steward  saw  I  was  half  seas 
over;  I  should  be  glad  to  see  them  all  kick  the  bucket. 

THE  FIELDS. 

» 

James.  I  am  happy  to  see  you  so  willing  to  comply 
with  my  wishes ;  and  now  if  you  please  we  11  walk  out 
into  Stoke  Fields,  and  there,  retired  from  the  bustle 
and  interruptions  of  the  town,  we'll  have  some  farther 
conversation  on  this  subject  [They  walk  out  of  dock, 
wid  sit  down  upon  the  grass  in  a  retired  field.]  Now, 
iny  friend,  suffer  me  to  ask  you  what  you  mean  by  a 
methodist,  and  then  I'll  explain  to  you  what  I  am. 

Bab.  A  methodist,  messmate?  Stand  fast  there — 
none  of  your  driving  a  fellow  upon  a  lee-shore  with  jaw** 
breaking  words  and  outlandish  lingo. 

James.  Nay,  I  only  ask  for  an  explanation  of  the 
term  you  thought  so  applicable  to  me,  because  I  breathed 
a  short  prayer  to  God.  t  * 

Bob.  Avast,  messmate !  let's  overhaul  my  knowledge 
box.  Methodistl  methodist!  why,  he's  like  our  dol-  , 
phin  striker  to  be  sure,  always  cutting  through  every  sea- 
that  touches  the  cut-water — he  won't  swear — but  lie 
most  confoundedly,  and  cheat,  deceive,  and  steal.  I've 
heard,  d  ye  see,  that  all  the  bumb-boat  men,  slop-sellers, 
and  Jews,  who  come  on  board  at  pay  day,  are  methodists; 
because  they  are  such  anointed  rogues.  Tom  Hand- 
spike told  me  so  t'other  day.  ± 

James.    If,  my  brother,  to  avoid  evil  and  practise 
good,  to  oppose  sin  and  follow  Christ;  to  be  laborious  in 
promoting  the  welfare  of  immortal  souls,  and  anxious  m 
18 


6 

Wfa&tisoevfer  ^e  d*>,  to  do  all  to. the  glory  of  God,  is  to  be 

a  methodist;  I  glory  in  the  name,  and;  with  the  apostle 
of  old,  would  rejoice  to  be.  counted  worthy  to  suffer 
shame  for  the  sake  of  Christ,  These. are  my  principles, 
and  if  Is  my  •earnest  prayer  to  he  more  entirely  cop- 
formed  in  ail  things  to  the  illustrious  pattern  of  (be 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  exhibited  in  his  life  and  death  by 
**  the  glorious  gospel  of  the  blessed  God." 

Bob.  Avast,  brother,  not  $p  fast — why,  you  sail  itfne 
knots  upon  a  wind,  just  as  if  you  had  been  chaplain  of  a 
first  rate  for  forty  years.    Let  me  ask' you,  shipmate,  <* 
what  did  you  come  ashore  for?   there's  the  point.     I 
came  to  kick  up  a  row  in  the  playhouse ;  to  hoist  in  a 
good  sea  stock  of  grog,  and  out  Capers  in  Rotten  Row  ; 
last  night  was  a  jovial,  night  there— fiddling  and  dancing 
till  twelve — kept  it  up  till  eyes  teade  signal  for  sailing— 
dropped  anchor  and  moored  head  and  stern  at  two**** 
anchor  a-peak  again  this  morning^-et  six,  'hauled  tacks 
aboard  and  'made  sail  for  more  sport.  .  This  is  what  I 
call  life.    No  methodist,  d'ye  see;  no,  no,  jqpone  of  your 
canting  and  whining  for  me.  .  ,    •   *  •  • 

James.  My  dear  friend,  your  manner  of  life  Js  no 
surprize,  though  'tis  a  Subject  of  the  deepest  lamenta- 
tion to  me.  Accustomed  to  a  man  of  warso  many  years, 
I  can  be  no  stranger  to  the  thoughtless  and  dissipate-? 
lives  of  our  ship's. company,  and  would  to  God  that  any 
thing  in  my  power  could  arrest  them  in  their  fatal  pi£>- 
gress  to  eternal  perdition. 

My  God,  I  feel  the  mournful  scene, 
My  bowels  yearn  o'er  dying  man, 
And  fain  my  pity  would  reclaim, 
And  snatch  the  firebrands  from  the  flame ; 

But  feeble  my  compassion  proves, 

And  can  but  weep,  where  most  it  loves ; 

Thy  own  all-saving  arm  employ, 

And  turn  these  drops  of  grief  to  joy.1  * 

Bob.  Smash  my  timbers,  messmate,  but  you're  a  good 
fellow;  but  though  I  am  not  of  your  rdigion,  d'ye  s^^> 
yet  I  like  somehow  to  hear  yotr  talk*  though  it  is  out  #;,  ^ 
my  way  a  little ;  bnt,  shipmate,  do  bear  a  hand  and  t^j 
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ns  what  flag  you  sail  -under*  Do  you  love  Rotten  Bow, 
a  bowl  of  grog,  a  song,"  and  a  bit  of  a  jig  ? 

James.  I  rejoice  to  hear  you  say  you  love  religions 
conversation;  and  in  answer  to  your  other  questions,  I 
reply  with  humility  before  God,  I  am  a  poor  sinner,  saved 
by  rich  grace,  through  the  precious  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ  Once,  iny  brother — I  speak  it  with  shame  am. 
confusion  of  face — once,  I,  like  tdo  many  of  nty  fellow 
seamen  sought  death  in  the  error  of  my  ways. 

Rashly  despis'd  eternal  fate, 

Urrd  on  by  sin's  fantastic  dreams, 
Dar'd  to  attempt  tke  infernal  gate, 

And  forcM  my  passage  to  toe  feiies. 

Your  present  practice  was  once  the  highest  gratification 
of  my  polluted  soul :  like  you,  I  could  blaspheme  the 
God  that  made  me — call  for  damnation  upon  my  immortal 
soul — roll  in  drunkenness,  and  like  a  beast  wallow  in 
the  mire  of  <i*  cleanness;  $  gloried  in  fe  ippting  Satan  to 
tempt  me — led  the  van  in  wickedness,  and  became  the 
basest  slave  and  vilest  drudge  of  bejl,  in  stU  the  depths 
of  Satan  and  all  the  mysteries  of  iniquity.       '  . 

Bob.  Ho!  ho!  messmate;  come,  I  thought  you  wasn't 
always  so  sanctified  as  you  are  now— give  me  your  fist, 
shipmate— I've  sailed  over  the  same  ground — but  yon 
abuse  this  course  as  bad  as  if  it  led  into  Brest  harbour. 
If  a!  what,  you  fell  in  with  the  enemy's  fleet,  did  you? 
latitude  53, 13,  longitude  4, 14,  Cape  Frighten'em  bear* 
ing  due  east  at  noon,  P.  M.  distance  24  miles — why  didn't 
hail  me;  my  boy  i  Bob  would  have  stood  by  you  while 
there  was  a  shot  in  the  locker. 

James.  Stand  fast  there,  brother,  yon  misapprehend 
what  I  was  proceeding  to  explain.  I  lived  a  life  of 
drunkenness  and  sin,  and 

Bob.  And  you  loved  it.  Come,  shipmate,  let's  have  the 
tackle  of  truth  boused  close  up,  and  every  sheet  hauled 
home.  Will  Marlinspike  never  tells  the  truth  but  when 
he  bows  the  galley  in  the  starboard  watch. . 

James*  To  my  shame  be  it  spoken — I  went  on  in  sin 
until  I  had  reached  the  very  gate  of  hell,  and  was  knock- 
ing for  admittance,  when  the  arm  of  the  Almighty  God 
18  A  4 
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was  stretched  out,  and  plucked  my  soul  from  devouring 
flames  and  everlasting  burnings. 

'  Bob.  Avast  there,  brother,  that's  going  too  far. — No, 
n6;  what,  a  sailor  go  to  helMbr  a  little  fun  a-shore;  I'd 
hist  as  soon  beUeve  Jack  Frenchman  would  go  to  heaven 
for  beating  an .  English  seventy-four.  Why,  shipmate, 
you  ought  to  be  invalided  as  disabled  for  His  Majesty's 
service,  and  sent  out  of  the  royal  hospital  with  a  brandy 
ticket.  Let  me  run  the  gauntlet  through  a  French 
three-decker,  if  ever  I  change  my  religion  as  you  have. 
I  loves  fun,  messmate ;  and  after  weathering  the  gales 
off  the  Tex  el — hopping  up  the  Baltic — running  down 
the  coast,, and  peeping  into  Brest  and  Cadiz,  and  living 
upon  salt  junk  and  bergue  for  six  months,  shall  a  fellow 
have  no  fun  when  he  sets  his  foot  upon  Old  England  i  I 
say,  go  along*-— live  while  you  can — never  mind  after- 
claps. 

THE  GENUINE  SAILOR. 

James.   So  said  I  once ;  but  blessed,  for  ever  blessed 
be  that  grace  which  opened  my  eyes;  delivered  me 
from  "  the  horrible  pit  and  the  miry  clay ;"  and  taught 
me  the  value  of  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ :  then,  and 
not  till  then,  I  became  fit  for  His  Majesty's  service. 
For,  if  by  the  accession  of  religion,  my  principles  be* 
came  more  loyal  to  my  Sovereign ;  my  obedience  more 
respectful  and  conscientious  to  my  officers ;  my  fortitude 
more  apparent  in  the  midst  of  danger ;  and  my  courage 
more  deliberate,  steady,  and  persevering  in  the  day  ot 
battle;  I  am  persuaded  I  was  far  more  capable  of  serv- 
ing His  Majesty  in  the  navy,  and  better  adapted  to  the 
service  of  my  country,  than  the  blasphemous  wretch 
who  turns  pale  and  trembles.at  death ;  or  the  vile  whore- 
monger, who  saps  the  foundation  of  his  health  in   a 
brothel,  ruins  his  constitution,  and  is  turned  out  of  a 
naval  hospital  a  loathsome  and  disgusting  burthen,  upon 
that  public  it  was  his  duty,  as  a  British  seaman,  to  have 
supported  and  defended  in  that  situation  where  the  Pro- 
vidence of  God  had  placed  him. 
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Bob.  I  tell  you  what,  shipmate :  you  ought  to  have 
been  made  a  counsellor,  in.  the  room  of  a  quarter-master. 
Why,  you  raise  a  fellow  in  a  moment  from  the  fore- 
castle to  the  cat-harpins.  Stop  my  grog  if  I  wouldn't 
join  our  ship's  company  to  give  you  a  round  robin,  and 
t  commission  to  make  sail  for  London ;  range  up  along* 
side  the  Westminster  Hall,  130,  and  fire  away  among 
the  lawyers,  till  they  hoisted  a  signal,  "  Dreadnought's 
prize-money  to  be  paid  immediately !" 

James.  I  shall  ever  adore  the  God  of  Providence  that 
furnished  me  with  a  religious  education ;  and,  trained  up 
:..  in  a  praying  family,  I  was  at  a  very  early  age  accus- 
tomed to  hear  the  gospel  preached ;  and  thus,  imper- 
ceptibly, obtained  some  small  share  of  knowledge ;  and 
oh  !  had  I  known  the  things  that  belonged  to  my  peace 
in  that  day,  what  iniquities  should  I  have  avoided,  and 
what  sorrows*  escaped.  Alas !  I  freely  yielded  myself 
to  sin,  and  reaped  as  I  had  sown.  May  the  time  .past 
suffice.  '  Lord,  thou  knowest  all  things ;  thou  knowest 
that  I  love  thee;  all  I  have  is  thine-;  may  all  be  devoted 
to  thy  glory.  Ah!  my  brother,  "  where  the  treasure  is, 
there  the  heart  will  be  also."  "  Ye  cannot  serve  God 
and  Mammon."  Could  the  employment  of  my  one  talent 
advance  the  spiritual  peace  or  promote  the  eternal  hap- 
piness of  you,  or  your  ship's  company,  most  cheerfully 
would  I  call  forth  all  the  energies  of  my  soul,  for  so 
noble  apurpose. — •  There  is  "  a  prize"  far  beyond  any 
thing  Westminster  Hall  or  the  treasury  of  monarchs 
can  afford.  Could  I  once  behold  the  brave  seamen  of 
His  Majesty's  navy  fighting  for  this  prize,  and  pressing 
toward  this  ^lory,  "  How  would  my  leaping  heart  re- 
joice T 

THE  PIOUS  MOTHER. 

Bob.  Well,  well,  messmate,  you're  more  larned  than 
I,  to  be  sure ;  but  as  to  that  there  religion  you  talk 
about,  'tis  a  first  rate  I  never  boarded.  I  remember 
poor  old  mother  used  to  throw  out  many  a  signal  to« 
come  under  the  admiral's  stern  and  speak  him ;  but  Bob 
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was  always  a  wild  harum-scarum  follow,  dashing  through 
thick  and  thin  to  kick  up  a  rumpuss,  so  I  ne»  jr  sheered 
up  alojjg-^ide,  but  made  off  before ,  it ;  fox  thought  I 
there  s  no  fun  in  religion.  Poor  mother  used  to  pipe 
here  eye  and  say,  u  O  Robert,  my  child !  my  child ! 
Lord  save  my  wild  rebellious  child !"  But  what  of  that, 
messmate,  I  loved  frolic,  and  so  ran  for  another  pprt. 
Old  mam  has  given  me  up,  and  now  I  goes  on:  .fighting 
the  French,  tossing  off  my  glass  with  the  best  on  board 
the^Dreadnought,  footing  it  away,  and  singing  "Jack's 
Alive."  What  care  I,  we  shall  all  be  alike  by  and  by ; 
<:heer  up,  messmate,  let's  live  like  men,  never  say  die 
while*  there's  si  shot  in  the  locker. 

James.  Your  indifference  to  .eternal  concern*,  and 
the  levity  with  which  you  treat  the  most  solemn  »ubT 
jects,  my  dear  brother,  affects  my  heart,  to  think  of  wiat 
I  once  was.  Xike  you,  I  also  had  a  .pious  mother.  Q 
the  pangs,  and  groans,  and  tears,  almost  of  blood,  my 
base  conduct  extorted  from  that  loved  and  venerated 
character!  Dear  departed  saint;  if  thy. glorified  spirit 
*  knows  the  affairs  of  this  wretched  earth,  what  bursts  of 
joy .  and  praise  must  have  issued  from  thy  soul,  when 
angels  .witnessed  my  penitential  sighs,  and  sang, 

A  sinner  saved  fey  grace  divine ! 

Bob.  What,  shipmate  ?  mother  gone?  slipped  over 
the  side?  popp'd  off  the  hooks  ? 

James.  Yes;  she  is  gone  indeed  to  another  and  a 
better  world!  O,  had  she  lived  but  one  week  longer: 
lived  to  have  seen  her  James,  her  dearest  boy,  the  darling 
of  her  heart,  the  fond  object  of  all  her  earthly  hojies, 
lived  Jo  have  Seen  her  child 

Tread  the  same  path  her  Saviour  trod, 
, ,    The  path  to  glory  and  to  Ood. 

Sure  'twould  have  been  too  much  for  her  tottering  tender 
frame.  O  she'd  have  died  with  joy,  exclaiming,  "  Lord, 
npw  let  thou  thine  handmaid  depart  in  peace,  for  mine 
eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation,  in  my  James,  my  son,  my 
only  son  V9  [James  weeps.}  But  she  knows  it  inheavep: 
$gs",  my  brother/she^  now  lUows  her  pra/ers  aje  all 
To 


II- 

answered,  not  one  in  vain;  fend  perhaps,  ere  long,  it 
may  be  my  happiness  to  leave  this  sinful  miserable' 
>voridf  and  join  her  in  glory.  Oh!  my  foil  heart,  heaven 
is  doubly  endeared  to  me,  because  my  dear  aged  'mother 
is  there.  Excuse  my  tears,  my  brother. — Ait  J  she  was 
the  best  of  mothers !  [Bob  weeps]  and  I,  wretch  that  I 
was,  I  was  the  vilest  of  the  vile  to  her.  Oh  !  my  $cd, 
what  agonies  of  body  and  soul  has  she  endured  ifor  me  J 
not  a  wind  that  blew  but  she  trembled  for  me-;  what 
sleepless  nights  and  anxious  days  has  she  passed,  wJiile 
her  poor  wandering  child  occupied  her  thoughts;  and 
racked  her  mind. 

Bob.  A  vast  there,  shipmate ;  avast  there:  why,  can't 
help  crying  too — why,  never  felt  so  since  I  lost  my  dear 
old  messmate,  Sam  Crowbar,  when  he  fell  from  the  fore* 
top-gallani  mast-head,  and  dashed  his  brains  out  on  the 
'  fluke  of  the  best  bower.  Why,  my  heart  goes  pit-a-pat, 
just  sts  when  the  delegates  in  Yarmouth  Roads  took 
possession  of  the  ship,  hoisted  the  bloody  flag,  and  made 
sail -up  the  Swin,  to  join  Parker,  and  the  mutiny  at  the 
Nore, 

THE  COACH. 

James.  The  heart-rending  scene  is  still  present  to  my 
imagination  ;  when  I  went  to  London,  after  the  action 
of  Copenhagen,  and  took  a  hackney-coach  from  the  inn 
to  carry  me  home:  but  fearing  to  surprise  her  too 
suddenly,  I  sent  a  messenger  forward  to  say,  "  her 
James  was  coming  from  Yarmouth."  Enraptured  with 
the  intelligence,  and  filled  with  a  thousand  anxieties; 
she  ran  out  of  the  house  to  meet  me — the  coach  turned 
the  corner — the  messenger  pointed  to.  it— I  waved  my 
hand  from  the  window;  it  was  too  much:  her  fears 
overwhelmed  her;  and  she  sunk  to  the  ground,  exclaim- 
ing, "  Oh  !  he's  wounded !•  he's  wounded!  he's  dying ! 
my  child,  my  James,  he's  dying!  Precicus  mother,  I 
saw  her  fall  insensible  to  the  earth!  a  mother's  fears 
overcame  her.  The  coach  drove  at  full  speed— I  bttttt 
open  the  door — sprung  out,  regardless  of  danger;  fafti 
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long,  yes  very  long,  I  bathed  her  cheeks,  crying, 
m  Mother!  O,  my  dear  mother !  J'msafe:  God  preserved 
me  in  battle!— they  fell  on  my  right  hand  and  on.  my 
left,  but  it  came  not  nigh  me."— She  revived ;  her  eyes 
were  gradually  opened:  and,  oh!  what  a  look  of  love 
and  vtenderness  she  gave  me !  At  length  she  faintly 
uttered,  "  My  James  alive  !  and  safe!  Lord, 'tis  enough! 
—be  still,  my  heart ;  'tis  all  well ;  prayer  is  answered ; 
and  Jesus  shielded  my  child  when  no  fond  mother  could 
befriend  him.  My  son !  let  *ie  embrace  thee  near  my 
heart;  with  thee  I  have  temporally  and  spiritually 
travailed  in  birth  ;  and  should  my  Jesus  at  last  be 
formed  in  thy  heart,  as  the  hope  of  glory,  thy  father's 
prayers  and  mother's  groans  would  all  be  answered ! 
and  thou.,  with  us,  would'st  reign  with.  Christ  for  ever 
and  ever,  my  dearest  child. 

Bob.  Can't  say  how  'tis,  but  I  loves  this  better  than 
Rotten  Row— head's  sprung  a  leak,  brother ;  five  feet 
water  in  the  hold— chain  pumps  a-going — can  hardly 
keep  her  above  water — almost  water-logged — if  don't 
belay  this  story,  messmate,  Bob  must  fire  a  gun  and  hoist 
a  signal  of  distress,  or  we  shall  all  bands  be  cast  away 
on  a  lee^-shore. 

James.   O,  that  I  bad  but  known  the  things  that  be- 
longed to  my  peace  in  that  day !  but  ah !  I  slighted  her 
admonition,  and  would  none  of  her  reproof.     Infamous 
wretch !    Hell  is  too  good  for  me !  Could  I  hear  her  tell, 
in  language  that  would  melt  a  heart  of  adamant,  what 
she  felt  on  that  day,  when  the  Park  and  Tower  guns  an- 
nounced the  victory  of  Nelson,  at  Copenhagen,  and  yet 
be  unkind !  "  O  my  James,"  she  would  say,  "  it  was  a 
day  of  grief  and  sorrow  to  your  poor  mother. — Like 
Jacob  who  fancied  his  Joseph  torn  to  pieces,  so  was  I ! 
I  saw  the  fatal  shot!  I  heard  the  cries  of  my  child!  Ah  ! 
J  cried,  his  limbs  are  gone! — J  beheld  the  knife,  and 
listened  to  thy  groans,  until,  almost  frantic  with  terror,  I 
ran  from  street  to  street,  enquiring  of  all  I  knew,  that 
had  relations  in  the  fleet,  '  Is  my  James  alive  V  At  length 
thy  messmate's  mother  met  me  with  a  letter  from  znj 
child :  I  staggered  to  a  friend's  house,  burst  into  tears 
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'joy;  and  then  poured  out  my  soul  in  praises  to  that 
God  whose  truth  has  been  '  thy  shield  and  buckler.'" 

Bob.  Don't  know  how  it  is,  shipmate,  but  can't  help 
crying — come,  tell  us  more  about  poor  ol<J  mother.  I've 
heard  many  a  story  in  the  galley,  on  the,  middle  watch— 
and  Dick  Palaver  used  to  spin  out  a  pretty  round  tale 
in  the  fore-top,  when  we  were  at  sea ;  but  they  made  me 
always  laugh  like  a  baboon — but  you  make  me  cry- 
why,  I  don't  think  I  should  have  cried  more  to  see  both 
pins  taken, off  by  the  board.  [James  continues  deeply 
affected ;  sitting  down,  takes  out  his  bandanna  handker- 
chief, reclines  his  head  over  his  hand,  and  weeps  im- 
moderately. Bob  proceeds,]  Why,  to  be  sure,  raothei 
rigged  me  out  from  stem  t6  stern ;  told  of  him  who 
saves  poor  sailors — wanted  me  to  pray : — said,  "  sup- 
pose she  and  father  meet  in  heaven,  and  miss  poor  Bob 
there  P  O  Bob,  thou  hast  been  a  terrible  fellow  too,  to 
poor  mother !  always  drunk — never  wwte-^-inother  sends 
— Bob  just  the  same;  too  bad,  too  bad— luff  there^  boys, 
luff— 3>out  ship — down  with  the  helm — raise  the  fore 
sheet — main  top-sail  haul — ship  in  irons — won't  stay*— 
who  knows?  top-sail  fills — all  off,  all — about  she  goes — 
belay  sheets  and  tacks — clear  the  decks,  there,  for  beat- 
ing to  windward — snap  my  bob-stays,  but  I'll  stand 
upon  t'other  tack :  .keep  a  good  look  out  a-head,  theje — 
hi,  hi,  sir,  all's  well. 


THE  FAREWELL. 

James.  Metbinks,  I  hear  the  last  words  she. spoke  to 
me  on  the  beach  at  Sheerness,  when  we  were  going  out 
to  the  Mediterranean.  "  Go,  my  child,  and  O  that  God 
nay  go  with  you  and  bless  you.  It  is  highly  probable, 
that  your  poor  aged  mother  may  never  live  to  see  you 
again  in  this  world ;  put  I  humbly  hope  that  the  God  of 
Abraham  and  Isaac — the  God  that  fed  me  all  my  life 
long  to  this  day — the  angel  that  redeemed  me  from  all 
evil,  will  graciously  bless  my  lad.  0  that,  my  beloved 
Isbmael  may  live — Lord,  preserve  my,  child,  my  James — 
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shield  his  head  in  the  day  of  battle — bearlmh  up  through 
all  the  storms  of  life — and,  O  my  God,  above  aH,  change 
his  heart,  and  bring  him  to  the  feet  of  Jesus,  clothed 
and  in  his  right  mind.  Adieu,  my  dearest  child.  I 
charge  yon  before  God,  meet  me  at-  the  ^ight  hand  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  the  last  day.9  [James  is  greatly  affected.] 
Tes,  dearest  and  best  of  mothers,  I  will — I  will  meet 
thee  there-r-thy  prayers  are  beard — thy  wandering  child 
is  brought  bact  to  God — and  soon,  "very  soon,  this 
kindred  spirit  shall  unite  with  thine,  in  jron  abodes  of 
Miss,  "  where  winds  and  waves  distress  no  more." 


CHRISTMAS. 

'  Bob.  Don't  think  I've  shied  a  tear  before  these  ten 
years- — why;  they  roll  down  like  shot  from  a. three-decker, 
in  the  heat  of  battle-^-poor  mother ! — Ah  I  Bob,  remem- 
ber who's  at  home.  I  say,  messmate,  Td  give  the  prize 
money  from  a  gallooner,  to  be  on  the  same  tack  as  you 
are.  O  my  poor  soul!  Well,  all  in  our  berth  are  as  bad 
as  I ;  and  W#l  Desperate  laughs  at  religion,  and  says 
it  doesn't  suit  a  sailor ;  none  but  fools  and  lubbers  are 
methodists — so  poor  Bob  goes  to  leeward  between  them 
— and  then,  messmate,  there's  grog,  and  swearing,  and 
flamers — Why,  they  no  sooner  sheer  up  alongside  a 
fellow  than  he's  gone,  like  the  snuff  of  a  candle  when  the 
master  at  arms  cries,  "  out  lights  fore  and  aft ;"  besides, 
shipmate,  all  hands  on  board  the  Dreadnought  mock  at 
hell,  and  death,  and  judgment — and  who  can  beat  to 
windward  in  such  weather?  And  then,  when  Christmas 
comes,  you  know,  brother,  that  the  officers  hear  no  com- 
plaints- on  the  quarter-deck ;  and  then  comes  the  fun — 
if  you  won't  join,  out  chiv,  and  down  comes  your  ham- 
mock head  and  stern,  at  three  in  the  morning — -then  all 
hands  make  sail  for  hell,  singing,  eating,  drinking, 
swearing,  fighting,  and  every  thing  the  devil  can  assist 
us  in ;  too  bad,  too  bad — but  officers  just  the  same. 
Why,  there  was  last  Christmas,  before  seven  o'clock,  P.  Iff. 
not  a  band  could  be  found  in  the  ward-room  that  could 
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bold  a  marlinrSfttke,  o*  carry  a  rope-yarn— Bob's  grog 
was  stopped,  so  I  was  sober— but  almost  every  man  was 
at  all-fours  on  the  lower  deck — why,  six  bands  were 
hardly  sober  out  of  500,  and  next  morning  threfe  poor 
follows  were  carried  ashore  ou  a  grating!  who  had  kicked 
toe  bucket  in  the  night 


THE  SERMON- 

• 
James.    Excuse  my  dwelling  on  such  a  subject,  but, 
0  my  dear  shipmate,  what  can  equal  the  love  of  a  pious 
mother  to  the  soul  of  a  poor  thoughtless  child  ?     Our 
conversation  has   awakened  recollections  which '  have 
long  slept  in  silence,  and  revived  scenes  ever  interest- 
ing to  my  feelings.    Ah !  bad  you  known  the  anxiety  of 
this  beloved  mother,  you  would  not  wonder  at  my  emo- 
tions.   Scarcely  had  our  ship  anchored  in  the  Downs, 
before  the  first  boat  that  returned  from  the  shore  an- 
nounced the  .arrival  of  this  invaluable  parent.    Long- 
absence   bad  stimulated  her   prayers,  increased   her 
ardour,  and  engaged  her  whole  soul  in  daily  communi- 
cations with  God  for  my  solvation.    Anxious  to  learn 
the  reaubt  of  her  petitions,  she  had   hastened  to  the 
captain  on  his  landing,  $md  .asked  a  day's  liberty  for  her 
son.    He  readily  consented,,  and  desired  her  to  wait  at 
the  ion ;  but  the  affection  of  £  mother  detained  her  on 
the  beach  to  watch  the  departure  of  the  boat  from  the 
gangway,  and  welcome  the  arrival  of  her  James.  "  Your 
mother  (said  the  captain,  as  be  reached  the  quarter- 
deck) is   now  waiting  for  you, ;  under  the  canopy   of 
heaven."    I  ran  to  the  boat,  and,  like  Caesar,  impatient 
of  delay,  leapt  over-board,  knee-deep  on  the  }>each,  and 
sunk  at  the  feet  of  my  beloved  parent.  Jtt°w  did  the 
big  tears  roll  down  her  cheek*,  and  bqw  Ardently  was 
she  engaged  in  breathing  out  praise  to  the  Almighty  for 
delivering  rijerciea !   "  I  havej(said  she)  religious  friends, 
my  James,  at  Dover;  let  us  hasten  thither;  and,  as  to- 
morrow is  the  Sabbath,  I  shall  once  .more,  before  T  die, 
have  the  pleasure  of  s&i&g  up  to  the  bops^  of  Qod  ift 
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company  with  my  dear  child ;  and,  perhaps,  who  oan 
tell  what  the  Lord  may  do."    At  Dover,  the  next  morn- 
ing, we  attended  the  sanctuary  of  the  Most  High: — I 
cannot,  at  this  distance  of  time,  recollect  the  immediate 
subject  that  touched  my  heart,  but  never  shall  I  forget 
the  impression  it  made;  I  burst  into  tears,  an  over- 
whelming" sense  of  guilt  plunged  me  into  the  deepest 
sorrow — my  mother  saw  it — her  hopes  were  raised — site 
ireathed  her  soul  to  God,  "  O  that  my  child  may  live.* 
We  quitted  the  house — shefrenquired,  "  what  has  the 
Lord  been  saying  to  you,  my  love,  through  his  dear 
servaut?: — has  he  convinced  you  of  sin — has  he  shown 
you  your  need  of  a  Saviour- — are  you  looking  unto  him 
you  *have  pierced  ?-— Perhaps  I  anticipate  too  much, 
fyut  surely,  the  Lord  the  spirit  is  working  on  the  soul  of 
my  Ephraim — O  that  his  grace  would  but  keep  pace 
with  the  fondest  wishes  of  a  mother's  heart." — T  could 
*>nly  reply  to  this  by  heavy  sighs   and  heart-rending 
sobs. — We  reached  a  friend's  house — she  "drew  her  chair 
close  to  me,  and  in  sweetest  accents  of  affection  en* 
quired,  "  My  love,  has  the  Lord  spoken  to  thy  heart?  Ts 
he  leading  thee,  my  poor  wanderer,  by  the  rivers  of 
mercy,  with  weeping  and  supplication?" — I  attempted 
to  speak — my  heart  was  too  full — I  covered  my  face 
with  my  handkerchief — my  head  involuntarily  sank  upon 
her  heaving  breast,  and,  bursting  with  grief,  I  couH  only 
say,. '  •  O  my  dear  mother — I  feel  that  I  am — a  sinner." 
Good  God,  how  rapidly  did  her  heart  beat — how  power- 
ful were  the  ejnotions  of  her  soul — how  tenderly  did  she 
press  me  to  her  breast,  and  how  eagerly  did  she  whisper, 
*  Lord,  bless  him;  now,  Lord,  make  bare  thine  arm — - 
let  this  be  the  day  of  thy  power — shine  upon  his  soul — 
expand  his   mind — fix   his  views  on  Christ  crucified. 
O  that  my  son  Onesimus  may  he  begotten  again  into  a 
lively  hope.    Lord,  in  time  past  he  was  to  thee  unprofit- 
able, but  now  may  he  be  profitable  to  thee  and  to  me. 
Perhaps  he  departed  for  a  season,  that  thou'  shouldst  re- 
ceive him  for  ever,  not  now  as  a  servant  of  sin,  but 
above  a  servant,  a  brother  beloved,  especially  to  me, 
tut  now  much  unto  thee." — Her  affection  was  too  much, 
18  * 
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T  could  not  bear  it  I  was  convinced,  bat  not  converted. 
I  gently  raised  her  arm  from  my  neck  and  walked  Out  to 
a  distant  field,  where  I  wept  immoderately  for  an  hour. 
Blessed  mother,  she  sought  me  out,  dried  up  my  tears, 
and  whispered  consolation  to  my  soul.  News  arrived 
that  our  ship  was  ordered  out  to  sea — I  hurried  away  to 
Deal — found  her  top-sails  loose — went  on  board  with 
the  captain,  sailed  for  the  West  Indies — forgot  the  pro- 
vidence, neglected  its  errand,  and  again,  with  redoubled 
eagerness,  followed  the  multitude  to  do  evil. 

Bob.  Shipmate,  I've  weathered  many  a  winter  in 
the  North  Sea,  with  Duncan — boxed  the  compass  and 
sailed  round  the  world  with  Nelson — and  battled  the 
watch  with  Collingwood — but  never  was  so  shivered 
and  splintered  before.  I'm  gone,  messmate,  I'm  gone — 
I've  hardly  a  pin  to  stand  on — every  mast  is  gone  by  the 
board ;  and  I'm  flush  fore  and  aft — here  a  sheer  hulk 
lies  poor  Tom  Bowling — Why,  I'm  as  weak  as  Boney 
when  we  sent  him  ashore  at  St.  Helena.  Shipmate,  I 
say  rm  -done,  Fve  piped  both  eyes  till  the  vessel's  as 
dry  as  a  landman's  throat  when  he's  crossing  the  line — 
no  more  cutting  capers  for  Bob.  If  you've  any  more 
stories  about  mother,  yon'd  better  heave  out  a  hawser 
and  tow  a  fellow  up  to  the  mooring  chains  $t  Saltasb. 
Bob's  heart  is  so  shattered  with  your  methodist  fire, 
that  he  must  be  laid  up  in  ordinary,  or  broken  up  for 
the  king's  dock-yard,  as  not  sea-worthy,  and  unfit  for 
doty  in  the  devil's  service.  But  I  say,  shipmate,  we're 
all  alike  in  the  Dreadnought — every"  man  jack  of  us  is 
bearing  away  for  perdition — Bob  has  carried  too  much 
sail  in  such  company. 

James.  Ah !  my  brother,  I  am  fully  sensible  of  the 
awful  state  of  our  seamen,  and  the  horrid  scenes  of  $ 
man  of  war.  Blessed  God!  who  and  what  am  1,  and 
what  was  my  father's  house,  that  I  should  be  made  to 
from  my  shipmates !   Lord — 


Why  was  I  made  to  hear  thy  voice. 
And  enter  while  there's  room ; 

While  thousands  make  a  wretched  choice, 
And  rather  starve  than  come  ? 
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O,  that  his  gim&e;  would  arrest  your  heart,  my  brother, 
and  constrain  you  to  coine  out  from  ampng  the  wicked, 
to  be  separate,  and  touch  not  the  unclean; 

Bqfo.  Thank  ye,  messmate,  but  then  you  know  in  a 
man*  of  war  we  are  all  turn'd  adrift,  to  go  to  hell  as  fast 
as  we  can— only  do  your  duty  in  your  station,  and  you 
may  fight  God  and  damn  your  soul  as  hard  as  you 
please,  for  what  many  of  our  officers  care — besides 
-"we've  had  no  chaplain  these  five.yeara,  and  when  we 
had,  he  was  a,  poor  lazy  lubber,  wjbo  did,  nothing  but 
.play  ^  checkers— swear  at  bis  boy— iick  the  cat  into 
*  the  lee  scuppers,  and  draw  upon  the  purser  for  grog. 
No\f  we  bear  and  pee  nothing  but  cursing,  and  drinking, 
and  dancing,  except  it  is  once  a  month*  all  hands  on 
the  quarter-deck  to  hear  "  the  artiole*  of  .war,"  full  of 
death,  death,  death,  or  worse  punishment  to  every  fellow 
that  can't  walk  a  plank,  or  cut  capers  on  (he  point  of  a 
boarding  pike.'  \  tell  you  what,  shipmate,  nobody  cares 
any  thing  about  a  sailor's  soul— *f- he  can  reefj,  #nd 
splice,  add  fight,  be  may  live  like  an  aps,  and  die  like 
a  dog ;  and  when  he's  dead,  the  boatswain  allows  him 
Ids  hammock^  and  the  captain  of  the  bold  a  bag  of 
ballast,  and  away  goes  poor  Jaek  over  the  side  to  the 
sharks,  and  no  one  asks  whose  child  he  was* 

Jumes*  I  allow  with  feelings  the  most  distressing 
that  your  representations  are  too  true— but  at  the  same 
time  I  rejoice  to  say  that  there  are  some,  both  on  board 
and  on  shore,  whose  souls  travail  in  birth  with  poor 
seamen;  and  whose  prayers  are  ardently  imploring 
mercy  upon  those  who  have  no  mercy  upon  themselves* 
*Nor  am  I  insensible  of  the  ridicule  to  which  all  serious 
'persons  are  necessarily  exposed,  who  endeavour  to 
sefve  God. in  a  king's  ship*  It  is  the  multitude  who  are 
so  impious,  that  thjey  not  only  aim  to  destroy  the  least 
appearance  of  religion  in  a  poor  awakened  sinner,  but 
encourage  each  other  in  one  general  effort  to  discounte- 
nance the  smallest  reformation  in  those  accustomed  to 
do  evil ;  and  as.  the  most  daring  are  generally  the  most 
vicious,  they  terrify  weak  minds  into  a  compliance,  with 
their  wickedness,  and  then  glpry  in  their  conquest 
'    18   •  "    .  ' 
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THE  OPPOSITION. 

•  -     '  •  »' 

Boh.  True,  messmate,  wben  the  Commissioner*?  yaeht 
and  all  the  Jews  have'  left  the  ship,  and  we  get  out  of 
harbour,  and  away  to  sea,  then,  if  a  fellow  only  begins 
to  read  a  little,  there's  one  sings  out — "  Ah  Jack,  what, 
8©t  on  the  stool  of  repentance?" — Another  cries — 
"  what,  snivelling  over  your  last  dying  speech  and  con* 
fession,  when  you'll  cost  the  king  a  cartridge."  Then 
Joe  Boisterous  fings  out-—"  scaldings  there — who's  for 
a  row — go  along  there — capsize  him — keel  haul  the 
lubber — bundle  the  preaching  scoundrel  into  Davy 
Jones's  locker — what,  going  to  sanctify  the  ship's  com- 
pany, because  they  drink  four^water  grog !"  Away  goes 
•  the  book,  and  a  fellow  must  join  them  or  run  the. gaunt- 
let from  the  starboard-bay  to  the  royal  mast-head.  But 
stand  fast  there,  shipmate,  you  was  upon  this  tack, once, 
yourself — let's  know  how  you  wore  snip — said  just  W 

Jou'd  got  upon  a  lee  shore — breakers  upon  the  weather 
ow— Crocks  a-head~ who  steered  her — did  ship  answer 
her  helm?  How  eoukl  you  clear  the  shoals,  and  leave 
all  in  the  wake  ? — Wish  I  could  lash  yard-arm  and  yard- 
arm  with  you,  messmate,  and  run  for  the  same  port. 


THE  MOTHER'S  PRAYER. 

James.  Not  unto  me,  not  unto  me,  O  Lord,  but  unto 
thy  name  give  glory,  for  thy  mercy  and  thy  truth's  sake. 
I  believe  one  important  means  of  my  conversion  was 
the  earnest  prayers  of  my  dear  mother.  Oft  have  I 
heard  her  (when  I  lived  on  shore)  at  my  bed-side,  early 
in  the  morning,  when  I  bad  been  intoxicated  the  night 
i  before.  At  first,  the  confused  state  of  my  brain  would 
prevent  my  ascertaining  the  cause  of  a  smothered  sound 
near  me — roused  from  my  sleep,  I  have  listened  "** 
eagerness  and  soon  learned  it  was  my  mother,  kne 
by  me  and  praying  for  my  $oul.-*-Ahi  with  whaf  im- 
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>  portunjfty  would  she  wrestle  with  God  for  my  salvation. 
Her  words  still  sound,  "Lord,  stop  him  in  his  mad 
career-— he  is  not  too  far  gone — surely  my  child  is  not 
oat  of  the  reach  of  mercy — remember,  'Lord,  thy  grace 
to  Saul  and  Magdalen — and  me — O  my  God,  I  must 
not,  cannot,  will  not  give  him  up — Lord  he's  my  chikj — 
he  is  boae  of  my  bone  and.  flesh  of  my  flesh,  for  whom  I 
am  pleading."  Then  she  would  sink  at  the  foot  of  the 
•bed  in  a  flood  of  tears,  crying  out,  "  O  my  son  Absalom* 
my  son  Absalom — would  to  God  I  had  died  for  thee,  O 
Absalom,  iny  son,  my  son."  At  that  time  her  prayers 
were  like  so  man/ daggers  to  my  soul.  I  could  bear  her 
reproaches  and  listen  to  her  persuasive  arguments 
unmoved,  but  her  prayers  filled  me  with  grief*  and 
grembling,  and  horror — :so  much  so,  that  I  have  stopped 
my  ears  with  the  blanket  and  my  mouth  with  the  sheet. 
whUe  the  debauch  of  the  past  night  has  made  me  sweat 
with  terror,  lest  hell  should  open  to  ingulph  me  before 
another  night.  Educated  under  religious  parents,  and 
accustomed  to  frequent  places  of  worship,  I  could  say 
with  the  Poet, 

y^    -   I  see  the  right— and  I  approve  it  too ; 

Condemn  the  wrong,  and  yet  the  wrong  pursue. 

Bob.  Why,  you  put  me  in  mind  of  our  lubberly  first 
lieutenant,  who  told  a  long  story  about  Hamilton  Moore's 
rules,  and*  then  run  the  ship  ashore  in  the  middle  watch  4 
well,  what  a  set  of  know-nothing  fellows  we  are.  I  see " 
.  yon  steered  Kke  poor  Bob,  no  chart,  no  compass,  bin- 
nacle box  capsized,  no  quadrant — all  haphazard — lub- 
ber-like, helm  lashed  to  windward — vessel  going  away 
before  j,t,  down  that  rascal  Fy  gulf  where  so  many  poor 
fellows  have  made  shipwreck.  Well,  shipmate,  but  how 
did  you  get  on  after  this  ? 

James.  I  proceeded  in  this  way  for  several  years, 
convictions  of  sin  followed  me,  and  often  made  me 
dread  to  be  alone,  and  tremble  at  the  thoughts  of  death  • 
then  I  tried  to  repent,  and  made  resolutions  to  drink  no 
more,,  but  every  reformation  attempted  in  my  own 
jttrength  failed,  and  I  uniformly  returned  in  a  few  dav» 
18      •-    .  •  '  ' 


21 

like  a  dog  to  his  vomit,  or  a  sow  that  was  washed,  to 
her  wallowing  in  the  mire ;  but  tho'  these  convictions 
were  ineffectual  to  my  conversion.  I  stall  ever  have  to 
bless  God  for  them,  as  they  proved  a  severe  check  in 
the  way  of  sin,  and  confirmed  to  me  that  the  Lord  had 
nut  wholly  given  me  up  ;  for  my  mother  had  often  said, 
"  My  dear,  while  yon  feel  convictions  of  sin,  alarm  of 
son),  and  good  desires,  be  assured  God  has  not  entirely 
left  you,  or  sworn  in  his  wrath  that  yon  shall  not  enter 
into  his  rest."  These  words  formed  Jbe  basis  of  the 
only  hope  I  then  had  of  mercy. 

Bob.  Think  so,  messmate?  poor  mother  said  the  same 
to  Bob,  and  Bob  often  feels  snch  things,  bat  don't 
know  bow,  'tis  nothing  but  lee-way,  nothing  but  lee-way* 
.Sometimes  I  loft  right  up  in  the  wind's  eye,  yards  fore 
and  aft  and  bow-lines  close  home,  Jwt  can't  get  an  inch 
to  windward.  •'•  If  a  fellow  gains  upon  one  tack,  he 
loses  upon  t'other.  'I  believe  the  devil  himself  has  a 
hand  in  the  wind,  that  sends  me  always  to  leeward, 
4nd  you  know  there  is  no  weathering  him,  shipmate. 


THE  OATH- 

r 

James.  I  have  often  looked  back  on  my  innumerable 
mercies  during- my  unregenerated  state,  with  wonder 
«nd  gratitude.  How  many  times  have  I  seen  that  pas* 
.•cage  accomplished,  "  one  shall  be  taken  and  another 
left;**  an  instance  of  this,  which  for' some  time  made  a 
deep  impression,  now  occurs  to  my  mind.*  Our  ship 
was  running  down  channel — stiff  breeze,  and  studding* 
sails  oat — about  five  M.  p.  the  gunner's  mate  of  the 
larboard  watch  (who  had  sailed  with  me  in  the  West 
Indies  on  board  the  Ariadne)  came  into  the  cable  tier/ 
saying  he  had  made  a  party — he  wanted  grog~*-and  as 
soon  as  the  sail  was  shortened  and  watch  called,  he'd 

» 

•  Hiis  circumstance  actually  took  place.  A  minister  once  mentioned 
ic  m  a  fishing  town  from  the  pulpit:  a  sailor  dropped  in,  neaffdHrftfd 
warn  awakened  in  consequence.  His  wife  has  since  united  with  nun,  ant) :  ■ 
sfaey  song  have  been  worthy  members  of  a  Christian  church. 

18 
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\iq  - — ^  _  for  eyer  if  he  did  not  lay  bis  soul  in  soak  that 
night.  Just  as  he  spoke,  the  boatswain  turned  the 
hands  ap;  I  ran  jap  the  fore-rigging,  and  he  to  the  lar- 
board gatig->way,  to  take,  in  the  main-top-nnast  studding* 
sail.  He  had  not  ascended  twenty  rattlings  before  I 
heard  a  cry  foire  and  aft,  "  A  man  over-board."  I  turned 
round,  and  guess  my  astonishment  when  I  beheld  this 
messmate  straggling  with  the  waves,  about  fifteen  yards 
from  our  beam;  and  the  ship  darting  by  him  like  an 

.  arrow*  He  was  a  prime  seaman  and  an  excellent 
swimmer — ship  tfjas  all  in  confusion — some  cut  away  the 
halfyai>ds,  the  yards  came  down  by  the  run,  ship  lost  her 
way,  and  it  was  near  twenty  minutes  befbte  we  could 
Jwing  her  upon  a  wind  and  heave  her  too,  when  a  boat 
was  hoisted  out.  I  was  so  shocked,  that  I  could 
scarcely  support  myself  until  I  reached  the  fore-top- 
mast cross-trees,  frhere  1  sat  trembling,  and  looking, 
and  weeping,  while  the  oath,  and  "  I'll  lay  my  soul  in 
soak  this  night,"  resounded  incessantly  in  my  ears. 
Wretched  man  !  I  saw  him  mount  and  fall  with  every 
Vave— our  main  hatchway  grating  was  drifting  towards 

,  him — he  struck  out  for  it — O  how  I  longed  and  wished 
he  might  reach  it— t  saw  him  within  a  fathom — he 
stretched  out  his  hand  to  reach  the  grating — a  wave 
furiously  rolled  oh  from  behind,  threw  his  pea  jacket 
over  his  bead,  and,  in  the  very  aot  of  seizing  the  grating, 
he  sunk  to  rise  no  more — until  that  day,  when  "  the  sea 
shall  give  up  its  dead,  and  every  man  shall  be  judged 
according  to  his  works,  and  whosoever  is  not  found 
written  in  the  book  of  life  will  be  cast  into  the  lake  o 
fire  and  brimstone,  where  there  is  weeping,  and  wailing, 
and  gnashing  of  teeth."  .Oh!  how  I  shuddered  for  days 

'  after  this  circumstance,  and  oft  would  my  blood  run 
cold  when  I  thought  of  Christ's  words,  "  If  ye  die  ix\ 
your  sins,  where  I  am  ye  cannot  coind;  for  except  a 
man  be  born  again  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God/ 
Bob.  Poor  fellow!  I  wish  I  could  clap  a  stoppei 
upon  my  tongue  when  its  going  to  swear.  Poor  Jack 
so  he  lost  the  number  of  his  mess  that  night.  Well, 
don't  know  what  became  of  his  soul  to  be  sure ;  but 
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Inow  what  will  become  of  mine,  if  I  don't  round  in  the 
weather  braces  and  stand  off  the  rocks  of  drunkenness 
with  ship's  head  t'other  way.  What  a  fool  I  am  to  be 
laying  along-side  of  fire-shjps  and  bombs,  when  a  fellow 
ma/be  blawn  to  shivers  in  a  whistle.  Well,  there's 
four  oat  of  our  berth  that  unshipped  their  lives  last 
'•raize — who  knows,  perhaps  Bob's  turn  next.  Poor  Pat 
Wildfire !  I  was  laying  out  upon  the  fore-top-sail  yard, 
t!h*u  his  foot  slipped  off  the  horse,  and  "  we  ne'er  saw 
irn  more;"  and  there  was  George  Handspike,  as- good- 
natured  a  fellow  as  ever  lived*  down  he  came  one  morn- 
ing, out  of  the  cat-hatpins,  and  was  dashed  to  pieces  on 
tlie  sheet  anchor ;  and  Jem  Hawser,  be  was  cook  that 
day,  and  we  had  just  taken  in  our  grog  when  he  fell 
iovn  speechless ;  and  as  to  poor  Taffy,  he  was  up  with 
□c  furling  the  fore-top-gallant-sail,  when  a  sea  struck 
o^r  weather-quarter,  hove  the  ship  forward,  broke  the 
lop-gallant  lift,  and  threw  him  on  the  sprit-sail  yard- 
arm,  where  lie  groaned  and  dropped  into  the  sea.  Ah ! 
phrpmate,  Bob  thinks  too  little  of  these  things.  I  wish 
jo*j  messed  with  me,  brother,  you  should  have  my  grog 
Wr  two  months  if  you'd  only  talk  to.  me,  and  make  me 
like  you. 

James.  Ah  !  my  brother,  **  His  spirit  must  the  work 
perform,  for  it  is  all  of  grace ;"  nevertheless,  pious  pre- 
cepts and  examples  are  necessary  and  useful.  It  never 
was  my  happiness  to  be  favoured  with  these  blessings  in 
a  man  of  war. 

Bob.    I  think,  shipmate,  Sawney  Bean,  my  old  mess- 
aate,  steered  the  same  course   as  you  do ;    but  poor ' 
Sawney  was  cut  in  two  by  a  chain-shot  on  the  1st  oi 
June,  and  Bob's  left.     Ah  !  messmate,  how  many  brave 
fellows  have  I  seen  sink  into  Davy  Jones's  locker. 

J  amis.  It  is  of  the  Lord's  mercies  we  are  not  con- 
toured. His  compassions  are  new  every  morning.  Great, 
0  Lord!  is  thy  faithfulness*  I  stand  as  a  demonstration 
•>f  *hat  delightful  and  animating  sentiment,  *'  preserved 
iu  Christ  Jesus  and  culled/1  Exposed  as  sailors  are,  to 
\  thousand  dangers  every  day,  it  is  a  miracle  that  they 
•r<*  preserved;  but  when  I  consider  their  beastly  drunk- 
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viiness,  horrid  impiety,  and  abominable  uncleanness,  1 
am  struck  with  inexpressible  astonishment  at  the  patience 
of  that  God  who  destroyed  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  for 
crimes  certainly  not  more  detestable  or  numerous.  I 
wonder  that  the  Almighty  can  prosper  their  endeavours 
in  any  thing,  and  much  less  grant  them  victories  that 
astonish  the  world  and  spread  their  fame  to  every 
quarter  of  the  globe.  But  I  have  often  seen  the  wicked 
prosper  and  spread  themselves  like  a  green  bay  tree.  1 
passed  by  them,  and  lo !  they  were  not.  Truly  the 
triumphing  of  the  wicked  is  short,  for  they  go  on  like 
an  ox  to  the  slaughter,  till  a  dart  strike  through  their 
livers  and  seal  their  eternal  doom  with  this  declaration, 
*•  The  wages  of  sin  is  death,  but  the  gift  of  God  \» 
.eternal  life,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord." 

This  faithful  conversation  had  deeply  impressed  Bob, 
and  he  was  surprised  that  night  had  overtaken  them, 
and  it  became  necessary  to  separate.  On  their  re-enj 
tering  the  town,  Bob  solemnly  promised  his  shipmati 
that'  he  would  avoid  Rotten  K6w,  and  lodge  at  somi 
private  house,  where  he  might  indulge  in  meditation 
upon  the  transactions  of  the  day.  James  had  promised 
if.  he  could  see  ,the  first  lieutenant  of  the  Royal  Georgi 
come  on  shore  at  Mutton  Cove,  next  morning,  that  b 
would  solicit  leave  for  another  day,  and  meet  with  Bol 
in  the  fields  a<rain. 


John  Hu.l,  Printer,  3*,  Water  Lane,  Blackball. 
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TWO  BRITISH  SEAMEN. 


SECOND  DAY. 

Bobhaikd  as  the  Boatmoin'e  Mate  of  the  Dreadnought, 
and  Jama  m  Qmartar  Matter  of  the  Roytd  George. 

James  after  separating  from  Bob  last  evening  retired 
to  his  lodgings,  highly  gratified  apd  inartful  for  this 
providential  meeting  with  such  a  wild  abandoned 
sailor.  He  had  often  laboured  in  this  way  to  bring 
sinners  to  Jesus  Christ :  -nor  were*  his  labours  altoge 
ther  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  He  was,  therefore,  stedfast 
immoveable,  always  abounding  in  this  delightful  work, 
persuaded,  that  in  due  •season,  he  should  reap  a  hand- 
ful of  com  to  the  glory  of  ithat  Lord  of  the  Harvest, 
who  has  said,  "  they  that  sow  and  they  that  reap 
shall  rejoice  together/'  After  nadng  a  portion  of 
holy  writ,  he  bowed  his  fences  in  his  chamber  auto 
Him  who  courted  the  company,  and  called  the 
souls  of  poor  illiterate  seamen;  adoring  that  wise 
and  mysterious  Providence  whioh  had  caused  this 
meeting;  and  ptaiaiflg  that  grace  which  had  rendered  tt 
profitable,  he  poured  -out  h»  soul  with  uncommon  fer- 
vour for  poor  Bob,  entreating  that  he  might  be  in- 
dulged with  another  dav's  cKmveraattofl ;  and  that  Go*} 
Almighty  would  assist  him  to  tfpeak,  Mi  Bob  to  hfcar, 
so  that  both  might  esult  in  eternal  gkw^ler  the  mer- 
cies of  that  day.  JBob  bad  procured  a*W  at  a  quiet 
house,  where  he  lay  for  hours  thinking  of  Wat  former 
&*y  «t*mg  for  his  poor  mother;  and  resolving,  that 
as  noon  as  he  got  on  board,  he  would  take  a  solemn 
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oath,  and  sign  it  with  his  own  blood,  that  be  would  not 
be  guilty  of  swearing,  drunkenness,  or  uncleanness,  for 
two  years.*    Early  the  next  morning  James  arose, 
after  a  refreshing  sleep,  during  which  he  fancied  lie 
beheld  Bob  under  real  concern  for  his  soul,  at  the 
throne  of  grace  :  his  first  thoughts  were  directed  to  Je- 
hovah, from  whom  he  ardently  implored  a  blessing  on 
this  day ;  after  which  lie  hastened  to  Mutton  Cove 
The  boat  was  just  off  Mount  Edgecumbe,  and  pulling 
in  towards  dock*     On  the  commanding  officer's  land- 
ing, James  approached  him   with  proper  deference 
and  subordination,  stating  his  wish  to  remain  on  shore 
that  day,  on  a  business  of  some  importance.     The 
first  lieutenant  was  too  well  convinced  of  the  sterling 
integrity  of  this  brave  seaman  to  suspect  him  capable, 
of  a  falsehood;  and  therefore,  readily  granted  him 
permission  to  remain  one  or  two  days  more   if  he 
thought  proper;  only  requesting  that  he  would  send 
to  the  beach  this  evening,  and  tomorrow  morning,  to 
enquire  if  sailing  orders  had  arrived.     After  breakfast, 
Bob  with  visible  anxiety,  sought  for  his  friend ;  and 
no  sooner  saw;  trim,  than  he  ran  up  with -honest  affec- 
tion, exclaiming,  "My  dear  brother,  I  unmoored  at 
day-Hgbt  this  mornings  and  could  hardly  wait  till  the 
hands  were  piped  to  breakfast :  Oh,  shipmate,  what  a 
iiight  I've  had! — just  as  bad  as  lying  in  Yarmouth 
Roads  in  a  gale  of  wind,  or  beating  about  the  "Bay  of 
Biscay  after  the  action  off  Trafalgar,     Bob  tried  to 
sleep  :  but  eyes  klpt  nil  hands  upon  deck  till  three 
bells,  A.  M.  then  doused  the  glim  and  lowered  down 
the  dead  lights;  but  no  sooner  had  I  stretched  fore 
and  aft  for  a  good  snooze,  than  a  whole  fleet  of  thoughts 
made  sail  into  my  upper  works,  and  shortly  after  anothe  - 
fleet  of  other  thoughts, under  convoy  of  Beelzebub — anc 
to.  it,  they  went  hammer  and  tongs  about  poor  Bob,  un- 
i&J  was  hardly  fit. to  hold  a  scavenger's  broom  over  a 
$y?&m-tit.*    Never  was, I  more  rejoiced  to  hear  the  boat- 
-  "swain  pipe  all  hands,  up  anchor,  a-hoy !  than  I  was 

'  *  Wt  may  excite  *  smile ;  but  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  with  a  srilpr, 
*&»»" he  is  airier  any  very  great  alarm  respecting  his  state. 
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this  morning  to  turn  out  and  make  sail  for  you.  I 
shaped  my  course  down  Fore  Street,  and  tacked  by  the 
dock  gates,  in  hopes  to  have  seen  you  laying-to  in 
Queen  Street ;  but  when  I  spied  you  in  Morris  Square, 
under  an  easy  sail  for  New  Passage,  my  heart 
leaped  for  joy,  as  much  as  when  our  ship  left 
Parker  at  tjie  Nore,  and  ran  for  Grave.send  to  become 
loyal/*  .    " 

James.  I  am  happy,  my  brother,  that  you  felt  such 
an  anxious  wish  to  meet  me  this  morning  according  to 
appointment ;  and  I  am  equally  pleased  to  hear  thai 
you  have  been  under  some  concern  of  mind  from  the 
conversation  of  yesterday.  I  can  truly  say,  I  seek  not 
yours,  but  you ;  and  if  my  poor  endeavours,  or  earnest 
prayers,  can  be  at  all  instrumental  in  drawing  you  from 
hell's  dark  abyss,  and  directing  you  to  seek  superior 
bliss,  I  shall  count  the  moment  of  my  meeting  you  as 
the  happiest  of  my  life ;  and  die,  exclaiming,  "  Not 
unto  me,  O  Lord,  not  unto  me,  but  to  thy  name  be  all 
the  glory." 

Bob.  That's  the  very  thing  that  makes  me  love  you, 
messmate, — for  I  think  as  how,  you  love  my  soul, 
d'ye  see — and  poor  Bob  never  met  with  any  body  but 
old  mother  that  did  that  before !  dear  old  mam  used  to 
say,  "  Ah,  Robert,  thee'll  never  find  any  one  to  feel  for 
thy  soul  so  much  as  thy  poor  mother." — But  I  think, 
shipmate,  you've  got  some  of  mother's  religion  about 
you,  and  I  always  loved  that ;  though  I  thought  Bob 
and  that  there  religion  would  never  mess  together 
while  the  world  stood. 

James.  Nor  will  you  wonder  at  that,  if  grace  should 
ever  take  possession  of  your  heart,  for  the  precepts  01 
Christianity  are  so  opposed  to  the  gratifications  of  our 
lustful  appetites — that  the  carnal  mind  is  at  enmity 
against  God  :  it  is  not  subject  to  the  law  of  God,  nei- 
ther indeed  can  be— riin  is  the  only  element  in  which 
an  unregenerate  man  can  swim — and  the  world,  the 
ftesb,  and  the  devil,  the  only  masters  he  can  cheerfully 
and  heartily  serve. 

Bob.  I've  thought  a  good  deal  about  poor  Jack  who 
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oath,  and  sign  it  with  his  own  blood,  that  he  would  not 
be  guilty  of  swearing,  drunkenness,  or  uncleanness,  for 
two  years.*  Early  the  next  morning  James  arose, 
after  a  refreshing  sleep,  during  which  he  fancied  he 
beheld  Bob  under  real  concern  for  his  soul,  at  the 
throne  of  grace  :  his  first  thoughts  were  directed  to  Je- 
hovah, from  whom  he  ardently  implored  a  blessing  on 
this  day ;  after  which  "he  hastened  to  Mutton  Cove 
The  boat  was  just  off  Mount  Edgecumbe,  and  pulling 
in  towards  dock*  On  the  commanding  officer's  land- 
ing, James  approached  him  with  proper  deference 
and  subordination,  stating  his  wish  to  remain  on  shore 
that  day,  on  a  business  of  some  importance.  The 
first  lieutenant  was  too  well  convinced  of  the  sterling 
integrity  of  this  brave  seaman  to  suspect 'him  capable, 
of  a  falsehood ;  and  therefore,  readily  granted  him 
permission  to  remain  one  or  two  days  more  if  be- 
thought proper;  only  requesting  that  he  would  se.nd 
to  the  beach  this  evening,  and  tomorrow  morning,  to 
enquire  if  sailing  orders  had  arrived.  After  breakfast, 
Bob  with  visible  anxiety,  sought  for  his  friend ;  and 
no  sooner  saw;  him,  than  he  ran  up  with  honest  affec- 
tion, exckiflMng,  "My  dear  brother,  I  unmoored  at 
day-fight  this  mornings  and  could  hardly  wait  till  the 
hands  were  piped  to  breakfast :  Oh,  shipmate,  what  a 
iiight  I've  had ! — just  as  bad  as  lying  in  Yarmouth 
Roads  in  a  gale  of  wind,  or  beating  about  the  "Bay  of 
Biscay  after  the  action  off  Trafalgar,  Bob  tried  to 
sleep :  but  eyes  klpt  all  hands  upon  deck  till  three 
bells,  A.  M.  then  housed  the  glim  ami  lowered  down 
the  dead  lights;  but  no  sooner  had  I  stretched  fore 
and  aft  for  a  good  snooze,  than  a  whole  fleet  of  thoughts 
made  sail  into  my  upper  works,  and  shortly  after  anothe  • 
fleet  of  other  thoughts,  under  convoy  of  Beelzebub — &nc 
to  |t  they  went  hammer  and  tongs  about  poor  Bob,  un- 
JtjjJJ  was  hardly  fit  to  hold  a  scavenger's  broom  over  a 
$oni-thV  Never  was.I  more  rejoiced  to  hear  the  boat- 
swain pipe  all  hands,  up  anchor,  a-hoy !  than  I  was 

I  *  Tbis  jnay  excite  a  smile ;  but  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  with  &  sailor, 
when  he  is  under  anv  very  great  alarm  respecting  his  slate. 


•  I-  * 


this  morning  to  turn  out  and  make  sail  for  you.  I 
shaped  my  course  down  Fore  Street,  and  tacked  by  the 
dock  gates,  in  hopfs  to  have  seen  you  laying-to  in 
Queen  Street ;  but  when  I  spied  you  in  Morris  Square, 
under  an  easy  sail  for  New.  Passage,  my  heart 
leaped  for  joy,  as  much  as  when  our  ship  left 
Parker  at  the  Nore,  and  ran  for  Graveseud  to  become 
loyal."   • 

James.  I  am  happy,  my  brother,  that  you  felt  such 
an  anxious  wish  to  meet  me  this  morning  according  to 
appointment ;  and  I  am  equally  pleased  to  hear  thai 
you  have  been  under  some  concern  of  mind  from  the 
conversation  of  yesterday.  I  can  truly  say,  I  seek  not 
yours,  but  you ;  and  if  my  poor  endeavours,  or  earnest 
prayers,  can  be  at  all  instrumental  in  drawing  you  from 
hell's  dark  abyss,  and  directing  you  to  seek  superior 
bliss,  I  shall  count  the  moment  of  my  meeting  you  as 
the  happiest  of  my  life ,  and  die,  exclaiming,  "  Not 
unto  me,  O  Lord,  not  unto  me,  but  to  thy  name  be  all 
the  glory." 

Bob.  That's  the  very  thing  that  makes  me  love  you, 
messmate, — for  I  think  as  how,  you  love  my  soul, 
d'ye  see — and  poor  Bob  never  met  with  any  body  but 
old  mother  that  did  that  before !  dear  old  mam  used  to 
say,  "  Ah,  Robert,  thee'll  never  find  any  one  to  feel  for 
thy  soul  so  much  as  thy  poor  mother." — But  I  think, 
shipmate,  you've  got  some  of  mother's  religion  about 
you,  and  I  always  loved  that ;  though  I  thought  Bob 
and  that  there  religion  would  never  mess  together 
while  the  world  stood. 

James.  Nor  will  you  wonder  at  that,  if  grace  should 
ever  take  possession  of  your  heart,  for  the  precepts  01 
Christianity  are  so  opposed  to  the  gratifications  of  our 
lustful  appetites — that  the  carnal  mind  is  at  enmity 
against  God  :  it  is  not  subject  to  the  law  of  God,  nei- 
ther indeed  can  be— rsin  is  the.  only  element  in  which 
an  unregenerate  man  can  swim — and  the  world,  the 
ftesb,  and  the  devil,  the  only  masters  he  can  cheerfully 
and  heartily  serve. 

Bob.  I've  thought  a  good  deal  about  poor  Jack  who 
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-with  the  most  melting  emotions  of  heart,  the  deepest 
humiliations  of  soul,  and  the  most  overwhelming  grati- 
tude and  praise  to  Him,  who  often  said  to  my  mother 
in  her  widowed  state,  "  Leave  thy  fatherless  children 
to  me — I  will  preserve  them."  » 

Bob:  My  father's  dead,  too;  some  years  ago.  Is 
it  God,  shipmate,  that  takes  care  of  the  fatherless  r 
Ah,  Bob  never  thanked  him — Bob  knows  .nothing  of 
God. 

James.  Adored  for  ever  be  his  name  !  his  character 
is,  "  Husband  of  the  widow,  and  father  of  the  father- 
less.;?  The  king  of  Israel  spoke  experimentally  when 
fie  said,  "  The  Lord  preserveth  the  stranger,  the  father- 
less, and  the  widow/7:  "  And  thou  art  the  helper  of  the 
fatherless  !"  A  thousand  times  have  I  admired  that 
lovely  sentiment  in  the  mouths  of  penitent  backsliders, 
"  In  thee  the  fatherless  findeth  mercy  !"  and  as  often 
has  it  been  my  lot  to  feel  it  verified  in  its  fullest  ex- 
tent to  me,  a  sinner. 

.      THE  UNFAITHFUL  CHAPLAIN. 

Bob.  Yes,  but  what  do  I  know  about  him ;  Who  ever 
told  me  of  him  in  the  king's  service !  I've  served  my 
country  in  the  navy  *5  years,  and  never  saw  a  chap- 
lain yet  who  said,  "  Bob,  repent,  and  cry  for  mercy  !" 
Seldom  have  we  ever  had  one  in  the  Dreadnought,  and 
when  we  had,  he  was  like  a  diaplain  at  Guernsey,  the 
toldiers  told  me  of  when  I  was  sitting  in  the  stern- 
sheets  as  cockswain  of  the  captain's  gig, — "He 
preaches,"  says  one,  "  52  sermons  every  year  from 
this  text — Soldiers,  be  content  with  your  wages !"  I 
f  >ve  good  old  king  George  !  and  I  have  bled  for  my 
tountry  :  I  want  no  'chaplain  to  spin  out  a  long  story 
about  that ;  I  know  my  duty  in  the  fore-top  a  great 
deal  better  than  he  can  tell  me  ;  so  I  want  pone  of  his 
palaver  there :  and  as  for  thieving,  and  obedience  to 
my  officers,  and  all  such  things,  I  hear  enough  of  that 
from  the  articles  of  war  every  time  a  poor  fellow's 
spread  out  on  the  hatchway  grating  to  get  an  odd 
dozen.  J  want  to  know,  (if  I  have  a  soul,  and  am  not 
like  the  cook's  dog,  that  dies  and  there's  an  end  of  it,) 


I  want  to  know  how  I  am  to  be  saved,  and  'what's  to 
become  of  my  soul  after  the  sharks  have  finished  mj 
body.     Poor  Jack  what  a  state  he's  in  on  board  a  man 
of  war:  the  devil  within  him — his  crew  all  alive  without, 
while  no  one  cares  for  Jack's  soul ;  and  the  chaplain, 
like  a  fair  weather  sailor,  takes  in  his  allowance;  pock- 
ets 2d.  a  head  ;  gabbles  away  some  Oxford  gibberish, 
about  commodore  Plato  and  old  admiral  Socrates,kno  w- 
nothing  chaps  !  who  never  knew  how  to  fight  an  English 
74,  or  beat  a  French  three-decker ;  and  then  Mr.  Chap- 
lain walks  the  quarter-deck  and  laughs  to  think  he's 
done  his  duty.     These  are  the  men  who  have  charge  of 
die  souls  of  ?00  poor  fellows  for  five  years,  with  the  pri- 
vilege of  skulking  in  the  cockpit  during  the  heat  of  bat- 
tle. Why,  I  say,  they're  more  fit  to  be  sent  on  shore  and 
let  loose  in  the  woods  of  Honduras  to  shoot  monkeys, 
than  to  teach  poor  blind  sailors  the' way  of  Salvation ! 
THE  FAITHFUL  CHAPLAIN. 
James.  It  is,  indeed,  it  is  a  subject  ever  to  be  la- 
mented, that  persbns  so  exceedingly  unfit  for  the  sacred 
office  should  ever  be  allowed  to  intrude  into  it;  and 
more  particularly,  that  they,  who  are  so  incapable  of  re- 
sisting temptations,  should  be  placed  in  a  man  of  war/ 
where  the  fortitude  of  a  Paul  is  required  to  stem  the 
torrent  of  vice,  and  maintain  consistency  in  the  ward- 
room, as  well  us  the  gun-room.      Alas,  it  is  greatly  to 
be  feared,  that  while  our  crews  have  been  the  ruin  or 
such  chaplains,  they  have  been  the  destruction  of  our 
crews;  and  thus,  all  have  perished  in  one  common 
wreck,  like  the  Royal  George  and  poor  did  admiral 
Kempenfelt,  at  Spithead:  but  think  not  that  all  are  alike, 
no,  some  have  excelled  in  respectability  and  piety,  as 
much  as  others  in  meanness,  ignorance,  arid  immorali- 
ty ;  nor  have  there  been  wanting  a  few,  Jtf ho  have  dared 
to  serve  God  in  a  man  of  war ;  and,  in  the  holy  armour 
of  heaven,  boldly  reproved  the  licentiousness  of  the 
'seamen ;  the  profaneness  of  the  officers ;  and  the  — 
what  shall  1  say,  of  him  whose  flag,  as  a  brave  man,  was 
the  glory  of  our  fleet ! — O,  I've  seen  the  intrepid  cham- 
pion of  the  Holy  God  on  board  the  ■  >  rake  his 
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band  ff-om  the  binnacle,  point  upward  to  an  heart  search- 
ing God,  and  before  a  guilty  Felixi  the  fame  of  whose 
victories  and  vices  covered  the  globe-^reasop  of  right- 
eousness, temperance,  and  judgment.  Be  trembled — 
O,  had  he  prayed — had  he  sought  for  mercy,  before  tfce 
fatal  day  of  Trafalgar!  but  alas!  another  Delilah  held 
the  unhappy  man;  and  like  Samfron,  he  fell  a  slave  to  sip, 
but  a  victorious  leader,  even  in  death,  extolled"  of  jpfln. 
O,  how  I  loved  him  as  an  admiral,  and  obeyed  the 
very  motion  of  his  eye  as  Commander  in  Chief !  bat 
shunned  him  as  the  victim  of  lust,  and  shuddered  to 
think  of  him  as  a  signer.  Buthe's  gone ;  [James  weeps] 
these  arms  bore  him  to  the  cockpit,  and  these  eyes 
watched  his  departing  spirit. — Oh !  God,  what  i*  Cou- 
rage f  what  is  victory!  what  is  fame,  without  thy  gra^e 
and  an  interest  in  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  ,W#r*w» 
man,  he's  gone  !  he  will  meet  his  crew  again  in  the  <jaj 
of  judgment:  may  the  sips  of  Palermo  aud  JVJerton  then 
be  blotted  out  by  that  grace  which  savee*  Mana^ses, 
and  I  trust, 'accepted  the  soul  of  Saniaon,.  Jtfpf  is 
this  the  only  instance  of  faithfulness  or  piety  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's chaplains.  Q,  could  you  have  heard  him.  whose 
name  will  live  in  the  remembrance  of  the  Repute's 
ship's  company,  Could  you  have  seen  hyn  exhort, 
with  the  veheniepce  of  an  apostle, all  {land*  to  flqe  from 
the  wrath  to  come,  you  would  pot  have  wondered  that 
I  sought  his  acquaintance,,  jawed  his  pious  lfttfe  flock, 
and  mingled  my  prayer*  wUh  bif>  at  a  tbro#e  of  grace. 
Happy  for  tjie  navy  had  *v$rjr  chaplain  instated  »u«& 
as  once  sailed  in  the  Rejp^se.  [ 

Bob.  Well,  brother,  you'd  good  lu^k,  h^t  our  ship 
had  some  of  the  cast  offhand  so  Bob  never  heajd  of  sal- 
vation on  the  Dreadnought's  q^te^rdeck'^-Ob !  nxy 
poor  soul !  what  will  hecome  of  it. 

James.  Think  not  that  the  iniquity  pf  imgoxHy  chap- 
lains can  excuse  us :  no !  the  sou]  t(iat  simeth  shall  die. 
The  ways,  of  the  Lord  are  equal ;  every  man  inttaj  bear 
his  own  iniquity  ;  and  every  man  appear  at  the  judg- 
ment seat  of  Chri&t,  to  give  an  account  of  himself. 
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THE  DAY  OF  ACCOUNT. 

Bob.  Ah !  messmate,  but  what's  Bob  to  do  about 
that ;  why  I  dare  not  think  Of  my  wicked  life,  if  I  am  to 
expect  a  day  of  judgment — Oh  i  I've  had  a  conscience 
and  a  striving  within  me,  but  I've  stifled  every  thing  *, 
and  for  the  sake  of  a  song  in  the  galley,  or  a  row  in 
the  starboard-bay,  I've  ruined  my  poor  soul.  Cursed 
lust — <ursed  grog — cursed  sin  f  Yes,  indeed,  landsmen 
laugh  at  poof  Jack,  and  talk  of  his  tricks  and  his  grog 
just  as  if  he  were  like  a  monkey,  to  make  fun  for  other 
people,  and  die  without  giving  an  account  as  you  say. 
ill  tell  you  what,  shipmate,  every  thing's  against  a  poor 
sailor.  Even  the  lubbers  ashore,  who  talk  a  great  deal 
about  religion,  they  smile  at  our  wickedness,  and  say, 
0,1^6  a  jack  tar !  Often  have  I  crowded  more  sail  from 
such  applause,  and  thought  sailors  had  a  license  to  sin  ! 
You're  the  best  fellow  I  ever  met  with ;  you  know  what 
we  are ;  you  condemn  freely  our  wickedness,  without 
disdaining  to  attempt  our  conversion,.  Lord  have  mercy 
on  my  poor  soul !  what  will  become  of  me !  I  shall 
certainly  go  ashore  in  the  gale  and  perish.  Then  my 
messmates  would  see  me  moored,  and  cry  poor  Bob, 
here  he  lies!  as  good  a  fellow  as  ever  stept  upon  a 
rattling,  and  as  hearty  a  messmate  over  a  bowl  of  grog 
as  ever  was  entered  on  the  ship's  books  of  the  Dread- 
nought; but  good  God!  while  their  idle  praises  re- 
sounded on  the  gangway  o'er  my  body,  my  precious 
soul  might  be  in  Hell.  O  shipmate,  tell  me  something 
more  about  your  former  life :  it  may  give  me  hope  that 
I  also  may  become  like  you,  and  steer  the  same  course 
— on  enemy  to  sin,  and  a  friend  to  the  souls  of  poor 
sailors. 

THE  THEATRE. 

James.  I  remember  some  years  back  being  on  short 
in  London  with  several  shipmates  one  Saturday ;  after 
rolling  about  the  streets  and  drinking  excessively,  we 
rushed  into  the  Royal  Circus,  in  Black  friars  Road,  and 
entered  the  gallery  while  the  actors  were  performing. 
The  House  was  crowded  :  I  proposed  that  We  should 
fight  our  way  with  the  sticks  we  had,  to  the  front  of  die 
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gallery,  and  each  of  us  leap  from  thence  into  the  pit  t 
this  was  resolved  on,  with  dreadful  imprecations  on  the 
man  that  failed.     I  sallied  forth,  leading  the  van,  and 
desperately  encountering  every  one  that  opposed  us. 
After  many  struggles  with  the  audience,  I  reached  the 
front  of  the  gallery,  and  sung  out  to  the  people  below, 
*{  Stand  from  under,  there."     Several  gentlemen  inter- 
posed to  prevent  me;  but  I  fought  with  a  large  stick  like 
a  madman  ;  and  calling  to  my  shipmates,  "  Are  you  all 
ready?  here  goes."    I  leaped  off — when  (O  my  God, 
why  was  I  spared  from  the  bottomless  pit?)  a  gentleman 
caught  me  by  the  great  coat,  and  hung  me  there  until 
others  could  drag  me  in.      The  theatre  was  all  confu-  ' 
sion — the  acting  was  stopped — and  the  runners  dragged 
my  shipmates  down  stairs  in  the  most  brutal  manner. — 
A  police  officer  seized  me — >a  scuffle  ensued — I  struck 
him  with  such  violence  as  to  endanger  his  life — I  en- 
deavoured to  escape ;  but  a  blow  from  another  officer 
across  my  arm,  rendered  it  useless,  and  they  overpow- 
ered me.    I  attempted  to  raise  a  mob  to  rescue  me , 
but  the  officer  forced  us  into  a  coach,  and  hurried 
us  into  St.  George's  watch-house  in  the  Borough. — 
There  we  roared  and  sang  the  most  tnfamous  songs 
until  three  o'clock  on  the  Sabbath  morning,  w4ien  we 
fell  asleep.      At  seven  o'clock  we  were  roused  by  the 
people  in  the  street  calling  to  us,  and  pitying  us  as 
poor  harmless    sailors,    who  only  happened   to  be 
drunk :  we  fold  a  piteous  tale,  and  they  brought  ut 
liquor  until  we  were  almost  intoxicated  again !  I  strdvf 
to  be  merry,  but  my  conscience  stung  me  to  that  degree, 
that  I  shook  with  horror  at  my  situation.     My  compa 
utons  knew  nothing,  and  cared  for  nothing;  but  I  bad 
received  a  religious  education  :   I  had  been  trained  up 
at  Surrey  Chapel  Sunday  School.     I  had  been  in  the 
habit  in  my  youth  of  hearing  the  gospel  at  Rowland 
Hill's  chapel;  and  had,  by  these  means,  received  that 
information,    and  those  impressions,    which  all   the 
aboundings  of  iniquity,  or  the  whole  deluge  of  tempta- 
tion, could  never  stifle. — Besides,  whenever  I  was  on 
shore,  respect  for  my  aged  and  beloved  mother  induced 
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me  to  be  externally  decent  before  her ;  and  partici* 
larly  to  observe  the  Sabbath  day  with  her  in  the  house 
of  God. — Judge  then  the  horrid  state  of  my  mind  ! 
when  conscience,  in  spite  of  all  my  endeavours,  would, 
barrow  up  my  soul  with  the  thoughts  that  my  conduct 
would  speedily  murder  my  venerable  parent,  "and 
bring  down  her  grey  hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave'." 
I  knew  what  must  have  been  the  agonizing  state  o 
her  mind,  hour  after  hour  on  the  past  night,  while 
waiting  for  me  to  return  home.  It  was  now  eleven 
o'clock  on  Sabbath  morning,  my  mother  would  have 
been  at  the  house  of  God  but  for  me ! — I  trembled  for 
her,  my  blood  ran  chill  within  me :  when  I  anticipated 
her  hearing,  that  her  James  had  narrowly  escaped  de- 
struction at  the  theatre,  and  was  now  roaring  out  for 
more  spirits  in  a  watch-house.  She  loved  me  too 
much :  but  my  soul  occupied  her  tenderest  concern*. 
Could  she  bear  the  thoughts  of  her  James  plunging  into 
hell ! — I  knew  sire  was  aware  of  my  desperate  mind 
when  I  drank  to  an  excess ;  and  that,  when  absent,  her 
soul  was  on  the  rack  until  she  could  ascertain  my  safety. 
With  these  thoughts,  therefore,  it  was  impossible  for  me 
to  sin  at  ease,  or  be  indifferent  to  my  present  situation 
and  future  danger.  About  one  o'clock  information  ar- 
rived that  my  dearest  mother  was  at  an  adjoining  public- 
house  where  the  officers  had  conducted  her;  that  she  had 
obtained  bail  for  our  appearance  at  Union  Hall,  and  was 
waiting  for  me. — I  thought  I  could  have  met  a  thousand 
cannon's  mouths  with  ease,  compared  to  what  I  felt  at 
encountering  the  tender  expostulations  of  such  a  mo- 
ther.— I  was  led  to  the  house,  my  mother  sat  in  the  bar, 
in  floods  of  tears  !  I  stood  confounded,  and  could  have 
implored  rocks  and  mountains  to  have  covered  me ! — 
She  lifted  up  her  aching  head ;  and  with  swollen  eyes 
silently  beheld  me,  with  a  mixture  of  compassion  and 
affection  not  to  be  expressed.  Oh !  haw  I  hated  my- 
self! How  cursed  my  folly !  With  pardonin  her  looks, 
•he  held  out  her  trembling  hand,  and' faintly  said,  "My 
James ;" — 1  seized  it,  and  watered  it  with  my  tears !  I 
dared  not  say — "  My  mother !" — I  felt  unworthy  of  the 
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alliance. — She  drew  me  gently  to  her — reclined  her 
head  upon  my  shoulders ;  threw  her  arms  around  ray 
neck,  and  with  heavy  sofes  exclaimed,  "  My  child  yet 
lives  !  O  God  !  I  than!*  chee !  Away,  ye  despairing 
appalling  thoughts  !  O  my  terrified  imagination — what 
a  night  I've  passed  !  Methought  I  saw  thee  ! — Good 
God  ! — at  midnight,  methought,  I  saw  his  corpse ! — I 
cried  aloud — what,  dead  ?  and  dead  in  sin  ? — a  voice 
rejoined — '  yes  !  dead  '' — I  sought  his  soul ; — and,  O 
terrific  shock  to  my  poor  nerves :  I  saw  it  dragged  by 
fiends  to  hell  !r— Aghast  with  horror's  dream;  I  awoke !  I 
feared  to  sleep  again ;  but  dressed  and  walked  my  room ; 
and  thought  no  night  was  e'er  so  long :  I  thought  ot 
prayer ;  bursting  with  grief  I  sunk  before  the  Lord, 
and  cried,  '  What  gone,  Lord  ?  Is  my  child7  gone  i  O 
my  beating  heart !  Ah,  what  all  my  prayers  and  tears  in 
vain? — I  would  not,  Lord,  rebel :  but,  oh!  for  Jesus' 
sake  remember  I  am  a  mother.— Why  hast  thou  given 
tnese  pangs  of  second  birth;  this  fitful  travail  of  my 
soul— these  holy  longings — ardent  cries,and  worse  thap 
all  my  former  throes  to  bring  him  into  life :  if,  after  all 
my  child  awakes  in  hell !  poor  wanderer :  Lord,  where 
is  he  now ;  but  I'll  forbear  to  wail;  begone  vile  unbe- 
lief :  Let  not  my  Lord  be  angry  with  has  handmaid — 
I'm  still — I  know  that  thou  art  God*' — And  do  I  once 
again  embrace  my  child? — Lord,  'tis  enough— and 
mercy  yet  may  reach  his  soul;  yes,  thou  poor  unhappy 
wanderer !  mercy  yet  may  reach  thee :  thy  mother  ne  ei 
shall  cease  to.  pray  for  thy  most  precious  soul.  If  I 
forget  thee,  O  my  child,  at  a  throne  of  grace,  '  let  uiy  . 
right  hand  forget  her  cunning  !' — If  I  prefer  not  thy 
salvation  above  my  chief  joy,  '  let  my  tongue  cleave  to 
the  roof  of  my  mouth.' — Already  mith  dissipates  the 
gloom  ;  and  seems  to  indicate,  that  the  inscription  of 
my  tomb  efcall  be,  '  They  that  sow  in  tears  &haH  reap 
m  joy/  i  8tr4mger,beho]d,  here  lies  a  mother  who  went 
forth  woeyring,  bearing  precious  seed ;  and  came  again 
rejoicing,  bringing  her  sheaves  with  her :'  and  like  ajao- 
tber  Hannah,  1  trust  still  to  present  thee  in  glory,  pro- 
claiming to  assembled  angels,  'For  this  child, I  praye^, 
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and  the  Lord  hath  given  me  my  petition  which  I  asked 
of  him ;  therefore,  I  consecrate  him  to  Jehovah  for 
ever  and  for  ever." 

Bob.  Tender  mother !  [Bob  weeps  apd  dries  hi* 
ejes  with  the  sleeve  of  his  jacket-]  O  these  blasphem- 
ing lips,  how  have  they  tortured  a  poor  mother's  heart; 
and  wounded  her  inmost  soul  with  their  horrid  oaths ! 
Ah,  Bob's  a  wretch,  a  vile  wretch  1  O  had  I  sent  her 
my  half-pay  I  should  be  more  happy :  I  know  she  mug 
have  been  distressed  since  niy  poor  father's  death. 
Poor  mother !  she  shall  have  my  will  and  power,  it 
will  be  -small  consolation ;  but  it  will  show  IJob  has  not 
quite  forgot  her  !r-~Cruel  Bob,  to  carry  sail  for  hell, 
and  neglect  good  old  mother. 

James.  Yes,  she  forgave  me ;  but  never,  O  never, 
can  I  forgive  myself !  How  gladly  did  sh°.  conduct  me 
nome;  and  from  thence  to  the  bouse  of  Clod.  There, 
ashamed  to  look  up,  and  determined  not  to  hear  what 
I  knew  would  condemn  me;  I  leaned  on  her  shoulder, 
and  slept  most  of  the  time ;  rejoiced  when  it  was  ended ; 
and  hurried  away  to  my  companions  where  we  laughed 
at  our  fears,  and  spent  die  evening  over  a  howl  of  punch. 
Lord !  and  am  I  yet  alive — pot  in  torments — not  hi  ' 
hell  ' — Well  may  I  sing, 

Tell  it  onto  signers,  tell, 
1  am,  I  am,  oat  of  hell ! 

THE  FRUITLESS  RESOLVE. 

Bob*  Out  of  hell!  and  so  am  1!  bat  surely  I  de- 
serve it  as  much  as  ever  you  did.  God  knows  what 
a  vile  sinner  I  have  been.  •  How  many  resolutions 
have  I  made ;  and  how  often  have  I  wished  to  leave 
off  swearing  and  drunkenness,  and  uncleanness;  but 
this  stupid  soul  of  mine  is  so  prone  to  sin,  that  no 
sooner  does  our  mess  start  a  bladder  of  liquor  than 
Bob's  gone.  If  I  strive  to  be  serious,  they  lau§h  jp? 
to  scorn;  and  I  am  forced  to  join  when  the  henps  ape 
turned  up  to  dance,  or  leave  the  birth  a»d  mess  irilk 
the  lobster's  abaft  the  frozen-mast.*-*  How  in  it,  svheu 
I  resolved  to  fight  the  French,  the  Spaniard*  <^r  t&e 
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Dutch,  no  sooner  did  we  run  up  alongside,  than  Bob 
was  in  every  part  of  the  main-deck,  bousing  out  the 
gun,  loading,  spunging,  priming,  and  firing  for  hours, 
undismayed  by  wounds,  or  groans,  or  limbs,  or  blood. 
Neither  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  nor  the  sight  of  my  dy- 
ing shipmates;  nor  the  shattered  rigging,  nor  falling 
masts,  altered  my  resolution  to  conquer  or  die !  but  it 
determine  to  be  good,  one  messmate  laughs ;  ano- 
ther cries,  "  Bear  a  hand,  Bob ;  tumble  up,  on  the 
uarter-deck ;  here's  three  days  liberty,  and  the  jolly- 
oat  ready  to  go  on  shore : — who's  for  a  cruize  at 
North  Corner  ?" — Away  I  go,  driving  away,  fool-libe, 
till  I  am  fleeced  of  my  money ;  robbed  of  my  health  ; 
and  cursed  in  my  soul !        , 

James.  And  such  will  ever  be  the  consequence  of 
all  determinations  made  in  dependance  on'  no  better 
strength  than  what  we  possess,  as  fallen  depraved 
creatures.  To  resolve  without  prayer  for  divine  grace, 
or  to  attempt  working  out  our  own  salvation,  without 
faith  in  Him  whose  spirit  works  in  his  people  to  will 
and  do  of  his  good  pleasure,  is  to  up  anchor  and  to 
make  sail  without  a  helm  to  guide ;  ,a  compass  to  di- 
rect ;  or  a  crew  to  manage  the  vessel,  on  an  ocean  pro- 
verbial for  its  deceitfulness  and  dangers. 

Bob.  What  shall  I  do :  I  want  even  now  to  alter 
my  course  ;  but  I  feel  as  if  something  was  struggling 
within  and  saying — No— no,  Bob;  stand. on  as  you 
are,  all  will  be  well !  God'  is  merciful !  yet  I  see  I 
shall  soon  be  brought  up  all  standing,  if  the  wind  don't 
change ;  unless  I  can  beat  up.  But  how  can  a  vessel, 
shattered  like  mine,  and  water-logged  with  sin,  sten^ 
the  tonrent  of  iniquity,  and  weather  the  temptations  of 
K     the  devil! 

James.  Never :  without  the  renewing  energies  and 
powerful  operation  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost. — Surely, 
if  ever  human  strength  and  fixed  determinations  could 
have  done  it,  assisted  by  light  and  knowledge,  it  would 
have  been  done  in  my  case. 

THE  ROCKS. 
Tosced  for  days  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay  during  a  dread* 
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tui  tempest,  we  had  parted  company  with  Lord  Brid- 
port's  fleet  and  braved  a  hurricane  of  weather,  attended 
only  by  the  Repulse.  When  the  gale  broke,  she  bore 
away;  ran  down  the  Glenan  Isles,  off  the  French 
coast ;  struck  on  the  rocks :  and  made  so  much  water 
they  were  obliged  to  run  her  on  shore,  and  deliver  them- 
selves up  as  prisoners.  The  next  day  unconscious  of 
her  fate,  we  ran  down  the  same  coast  for  Ushant,  our 
place  of  rendezvous.  About  mid-day  we  struck  with  a 
dreadful  crash  that  shook  evory  timber  in  the  vessel 
and  found  ourselves  imbedded  between  immense  rocks 
and  only  four  feet  waterfall  round.— J  jumped  on  deck 
— all  hands  ran  aft — every  countenance  turned  pale  J — 
Her  false  keel  was  soon  wrenched  off,  and  floated  along- 
side^— while  the  vessel  appeared  breaking  up  in  every 
part. — The  French  launched  their  boats  to  take  us  pri- 
soners. Tackles  were  hooked  on  to  ours ;  and  I  leaped 
on  the  booms  to  clear  away :  while  my  sins  rushed  be- 
fore me  like  a  torrent !  and  I  could  only  quell  the  hor- 
rors of  my  conscience  by  crying  inwardly,  a  thousand 
times  in  a  minute  if  possible,  "  Lord  have  mercy  upon 
me  1  Lord  have  mercy  upon  me !"  Happily  in  45  mi- 
nutes we  backed  her  off,  and  got  into  deep  water.  I 
ran  to  the  fore  top-sail-yard ;  the  officers  hurried  to  the 
chain-pumps,  and  all  hands  were  cheered  with  the 
hopes  of  escaping  a  French  prison,  or  death.  We  made 
sail  for  England — the  leak  gained  on  us — we  thought 
of  running  her  on  shore,  but  hoping  to  keep  her  up  un- 
til we  fell  in  with  the  Channel  fleet,  we  stood  on — six 
pumps  kept  at  work,  officers  and  men  all  turned  too, 
till  she  gained  on  us — a  strange  sail  hove  in  sight — I 
saw  her  from  the  mast  head,  and  sung  out  "  A  sail  on 
the  weather  bow."  The  ensign  was  hoisted,  union 
downwards!  minute  guns  were  fired  of  distress,  and 
*  she  bore  away  for  us.  Our  hearts  leaped  for  joy —  we 
all  expected  to  leave  the  vessel,  as  night  was  coming 
on.  I  packed  up  a  few  things  in  my  canvas  bag :  a 
Pocket  Bible  and  Hervey's  Meditations,  (placed  in 
my  chest  by  my  good  mother,)  I  determined  to  pre- 
serve, knowing  the  confusion  of  500  men  jumping  into 
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the  boats ;  a  few  of  us  determined  to  leap  into  the  iW 
cutter — fill  the  boat,  shove  off,  and  cut  awaj  the  hands 
of  any  who  should  attempt  to  cling  to  her.  The  Clyde 
frigate  soon  ran  doy^n— we  hove  too,  large  pieces  of 
of  the  keel  came  up,  shaken  off  by  the  motion  of  the 
vessel,      The  captain  boarded  us,  encouraged  us  to 
save  the  ship,  and  promised  the  tackles  should  be  on 
his  boats  ajl  ready  t9  hoi&t  out,  and  he  would  engage 
to  sa,ve  every  map  on  board,  if  we  found  the  vessel 
sinking.     We  manned  the  pumps  afresh,  cheered  each 
other,  and  reqeived  a  double  allowance  of  bread  and 
cheese  and  grog.       At  midnight,    all  j^ands  laying 
in  to  the  pumps,  we  suddenly  Jqst  sight  pf  a  light  the 
Clyde  carried  in  her  maiijntpp,  a-hea.4  pf  UP*  at  tj*a.t  in- 
stant QPe  pf  the  chap  pumps  broke,  smd  another  wa^s 
choaked*  while  the  water  came  pouring  jn  like  a  river, 
through  a  thousand  leaks.  The  crew  were  struck  with 
horror — not  a  wore*  yras  heard  froni  stem  tp  stern— - 
every  heart  sunfc,  and  a  death-like  melancltoly  over- 
whelmed every  $91*1,     We  migljt  Veep  her"  up  3a  hpur 
or  two,  hut  the  crew  having  lost  their  spirits  we  ex- 
pected she  would  be  itcofftu  fcjr  1*4  all  that  right*.  Oh 
how  I  wept  and  cried  for  mefxy,  t>ut  wpmW  sooner 
have  perished  than  that  any  man  should  have  seen  that 
I,  who  was  .naturally  so  hp(4  3nd  dwagh  was  daunted. 
Now    my  poor  mother'?  P^Ser9    and    adrnouitions 
rushed  upon  my  memory,     £}oyf  sermons  and  mini- 
sters passed  in  rapid   succession  before  me.    Hell 
opened  wide  her  ja\ys  to  receive  me.      Satan  rejoiced 
and  told  me  it  was* no  use  to  pray ;  and  n$w  I  secretly 
promised,  if  God  would  hot  have  mercy  and  suffer 
me  to  reach  the  shore,  I  would  instantly  hasten  to 
his  house,  offer  up  my  thanksgivings  and.  lead  a  new 
life.  An  hour  had  elapsed,  when  a  man  frpm  the  fore- 
top  hailed,  "  The  Clyde's  light  on  the  larboard  bow." 
Guns  were  instantly  tired— we  hailed,  and  charged  her 
not  to  shoot  a-head  again — pumps  were  repaired— we 
turned  in  again  to  work,  shouting,  "Huzza,  my  boys, 
for  Q]d  England  and  Hamoa^e."    At  day-light  we 
filled  a  mainsajl  wijfr  of&mn.  and  rpperyarns,  and  low- 
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ered  it  under  her  bottom  to  stop  the  leaks.  At  4, 
P.  M.  made  the  Lizard,  and  sent  a  brig  oh  to  pilot 
usmto  Falmouth;  Clyde  in  company.  At  5  we  ran 
into  Carrick  Roads  and  lashed  alongside  the  Chatham 
hulk,  when  scarcely  a  man  could  move  his  arms  to 
ascend  the  rigging  and  furl  the  sails. 

THE  PENRYN  AND  FALMOUTH  VOLUN- 
TEERS AND  SEA  FENCIBLES 

Came  on  board  and  relieved  us  at  the  pumps.  In' a 
few  days  we  got  more  sails  under  her  bottom.  The 
Clyde  took  us  in  tow,  and  with' the  brig"  going  in  to 
Cawsand  Bay,  firing  guns  for  all  the  boats  of  the  fleet 
and  harbour  to  come  out,  we  reached  Hamoa?e  at 
midnight,  and  lashed  to  the  Orion  hulk.  It  was  not 
long  before  the  vessel  went  into  dock ;  and  it  then,  ap- 
peared to  every  one  a  miracle  how  ever  we  brought  her 
home ;  some  declaring  they  would  not  trust  their  lives 
in  her  to  Cawsand  Bay.  Her  bottom  was  so  torn,  and 
her  leeks  so  large  and  so  numerous.  Oh !  that  I  had 
but  have,  known  and  praised  the  X<orcr  for  hi?  good- 
ness, arid  for  his  wonderful  works  to  the  children  of 
men!  We  indeed  had  seen  the  wonders  of  Divine 
mercy ;  but,  like  Hezekiah,  we  rendered  qot  again  ac- 
cording to  the  blessings,  received. 

Bob.  What  a  story  of  mercies  !  many  such  an  one 
could  I  tell :  but  how  little  impression  have  they  made 
on  this  hardened  heart !  Why  does  God  take  such  care 
of  sailors?  We  call  for  damnation  on  all  bands  \  and  he 
loads  us  with  salvation !  What  can  be  the  reason  of 
these  things,  shipmate?  Never  did  1  see  so  much  of  his 
goodness  before. — I  wish  I  could  love  him  !  Oh !  that 
he  would  break  this  hard,  this  rocky  heart. — I  could 
weep  when  brother  Tom  died  of  his  wounds  in  the  ca- 
ble tier— Avhy  don't  I  weep  for  sin  ?  I  lost  some  tears 
about  poor  mother :  but  never,  never,  have  these  eyes 
wept  for  my  ingratitude  to  mother's  God !  Well,  ship- 
mate, I'll  stick  as  close  to  you  as  a  tender  to  an  adnu- 
ral,  till  orders  come  down  from  the  Court  of  Heaven, 
for  poor  Bpb  to  enter  the  service  of  your  Master  and 
Saviour, 
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THE  CHAPEL. 
James*  Think  not  1  paid  my  vows  to  the  Lord :  no  ! 
Unlike  the  heathen  mariners  who  were  miraculously 
rescued  from  a  watery  grave,  when  Jonah  was  thrown 
overboard. — I  neither  "  feared  the  Lord  when  the  sea 
ceased  from  its  raging,  nor  offered  sacrifice." — Jonah, 
when  res  cued  from  destruction,  and  landed  on  the  beach, 
said,  "I  will  sacrifice  unto  thee  with  the  voice  of 
thanksgiving  :  I  will  pay  that  I  have  vowed." — But  I, 
a  worthless  sinner,  abused  his  mercy;  though  I  knew  as 
well  as  Jonah/that  "Salvation  is  of  the  Lord."  When 
1  obtained  liberty  for  a  few  days  on  shore,  I  landed  at  * 
Jtforth  Corner,  determined  the  next  day  to  seek  out  a 
jrface  of  worship j  and  return  thanks  ! — Cursed  com- 
pany :.  my  shipmates  persuaded  me  that  night  to  visit 
the  theatre  :  Satan  told  me  to-morrow  would  atone  for 
all !, — many  other  temptations  offered — some  I  was  able 
to  resist.  On  the  morning  of  the  Sabbath,  I  sought  for 
a  place  where  God  was  worshipped.  Passing  through 
Morrice  Square,  I  heard  singing;  and  entering  a  cha 
pel  I  walked  up  to  the  gallery.  A  venerable  old  mai 
preached,  my  passions  were  affected  at  some  things  he 
said  ;  but  I  soon  forgot  my  deliverance;  and  Satan  kept 
plying  me  with  the  pleasures  I  might  enjoy  a-shore. 
[  came  down  stairs  hardened  and  thoughtless.  A  good 
man  stopped  me  at  the  door  : — "  Well,  sir,  I  was  glad 
to  see  you  affected  under  the  word  this  morning.'*  Wild 
and  careless,  I  said — "  Ah,  I  piped  my  eye  a  little ,  and 
had  you  been  where  I  have,  you'd  have  dropta  tear  too, 
at  thoughts  of  it."  "  What,sir,  do  you  belong  to  the  ves- 
sel that  came  in  from  the  rocks  off  the  rrench  coast  ?M 
€t  Yes  ;  and  we  just  escaped  Davy  Jones'  locker !" — 
"  O  sir,  what  a  mercy  :  I  hope  you  prayed !"  "  I  don't 
think  my  prayers  were  of  much  service }  but  I've  a 
good  bid  mother  at  home,  who  always  prays  for  me. 
I  believe  God  heard  her  prayers,  and  saved  us  all."- — 
''  Yes,  sir,  praying  breath  is  never  spent  in  vain.  I 
trust  that  after  what  you  have  seen,  you  will  not  forget 
to  pray  yourself."  I  smiled. — a  Did  you  ever  hear  of 
*  «ni!«r  r-  *"     "  Yes,  sir,  we  have,  I  bless  God, 
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many  such  in  our  congregation ;  and  surely,  no  per* 
sons  have  mo  e  reason  to  pray  than  those  who  have 
bat  a  single  plank  between  them  and  eternity !" — 
"  Well,  it  may  be  so ;  but  you  must  not  expect  to  find' 
any  belonging  to  our  ship  praying/'  u  I  am,  however, 
pleased  to  see  you  at  the  House  of  God:  and  should 
you  be  on  shore  next  Lord's  day,  should  be  happy  to 
have  your  company  to  attend  a  small  prayer  meeting 
at  Saltash,  where  a  few  friends  belonging  to  this  cha- 
pel sometimes  attend,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor 
thoughtless  inhabitants  of  that  borough."  Poor,  man, 
he  little  thought  how  hardened  was  my  heart.  1 
laughed  and  turned  off  with  a  jeer,  and  "  By,  by,  my 
good  praying  friend/'  In  the  afternoon  I  attended 
again ;  but  by  this  time  Satan  had  gained  his  point : 
my  soul  was  callous  to  every  serious  impression ;  and 
in  the  evening  a  wicked  shipmate  led  me  into  sin;  and, 
from  that  time,  I  never  went  on  shore  but  to  dare  God 
to  do  his  worst,  and  fill  up  the  measure  of  my  iniqui- 
ties. Such,  alas,  were  the  sad  effects  of  resolution 
without  grace.  No,  my  dear  brother,  we  must* be 
divinely  assisted,  or  Satan  will  laugh  at  all  our  deter- 
minations.— Nor  can  all  the  dangers,  alarms,  deaths, 
warnings,  or  circumstances  it  is  possible  to  witness, 
or  feel,  ever  of  themselves  convert  one  soul.  Th$ 
spectators  of  the  dying  agonies  of  Jesus  on  Mount 
Calvary,  struck  with  the  supernatural  darkness  and 
the  earthquake  which  took  place,  "  smote  their  breasts 
and  returned :"  but  not  to  repent ' — The  impression 
wore  off;  and  it  was  not  the  sight  of  Christ  with  the 
natural  eye,  nor  the  terrors  of  his  death ;  but  the  out 
pouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  day  of  Pentecost, 
ippWmg  the  discourse  of  Peter  to  their  hearts,  tha 
awakened  them  to  a  sense  of  their  danger ;  and  extort- 
ed the  bitter  cry,  which  ended  in  their  conversion : — 
"  Men  and  brethren,  "what  shall  we  do/* — Could  La* 
zarus  have  descended  from  Heaven,  and  in  the  most 
alarming  accents,  described  the  torments  of  Dives  to 
his  guilty  brothers,  it  might  have  terrified  them  for  the 
moment:   but  He,  who  knew  what  was  in  man,  de* 
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thted  that  without  Divine  influence,  "  they  would  not 
believe  though  one  arose  from  the  dead." 

THE  REFLECTION. 

Bob.  Alas !  how  unconcerned  Bob's  lived !     How 
ttftdfy  he's  acted  1     O  shipmate,  I  begin  to  feel  that  I 
have  gone  On  like  &  fool,  and  dashed  into  sin  because 
btfeets  did.^-O  that  I  could  but  shorten  sail  and  wear 
#iip.-"*r*e  beea  carrying  on  her  too  much ;  straining 
erety  mast;  and  Stranding  every  stay;   in  chace   <x 
what  ?    Had  it  been  a  vessel  from  the  Spice  Island?, 
6r  the  Spabitfh  Main;  or  even  a  rascally  French  pri- 
*a*ee* ;  there  would  have  been  some  sense  in  it ;  but 
16  rtm  Aown  the  coast  at  the  rate  of  12  knots,  and  ex- 
^ptee  a  feftoW'shuU  afcd  cargo  on  an  enemy's  shore  for 
a  glass  of  gtt»g>  ol*  a  "  Go  along,  Jack — keep  it  up — 
never  *ay  cue , — from  some  scoundrel  of  a  swabber — 
tit,  some  infernal  row  galley. — O  cursed  fool ! — All  my 
last  six  iHontfrs*  pay  turned  adrift  among  the  Devil's 
agents,  lAo  hang  out  signs  to  decoy  poor  sailors  into 
their  putyrc-hcuses  and  dancing-rooms  at  Plymouth, 
and  Stofiehotfte,  ami*  Dock  4  and  there's  all  the  prize- 
moittey  for  Trafalgar,  ^Copenhagen,  and  two  Portu- 
guese schooners  taken  leave  of  a  fellow's  cheat,  mnd 
sweeYed  trtfamong  Jews,  and  bomb-boat  men,  and  *he-. 
pftfttfefe*    ttai  here'*  'Rob  imder  bare  poles,  without  a 
tftttA  ih  Ms  dheelc,  or  a  whiff  in  his  pipe,  driving  away, 
nirmy  noddy  like,   do'wn  tt>  everlasting  «rui&.    Why 
dWPtit  I  fall  m  with  you  before,  shipmate.     O  that  I 
coddbtrtget  rounded  beat  up  for  the  windward 
cofefet.     Its  easy  enough  to  go  to  leeward  $  yes,  ye* — 
Jack's  a  fine  fellow,  Mr.  Devil,  and  pleases  you  vastly 
I  dare  say,  while  he'll  toss  off  his  grog  and  figare  away 
hi  Rotten  RtfW.    Messmate,  111  desert;  yea,  I'll  de- 
sett?     I've  served  him  too  longl    I'll  desert!   and  if 
ever  he  catches  me  again  in  any  of  his  rattle-traps,  iity 
naitte*s  not  Bob. 

3 tmts.  Youtf  reflections  are  just  and  profitable* — O 
that  our  pool*  fellow  seamen  did  but  see  die  things  that 
behflig  to  their  peace,  before  they  are  Tor  ever  hid  from 
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their  eyes! — Yes,  my  poor  awakened  brother,  we  have 
indeed,  beteh  pursuing  a  vision;  a  phantom;  to  our 
own  desfructio'h.  Ah,  what  would  it  have  profited  us 
if  ve  had  gained  the  whole  world  and  lost  our  immor- 
tilsotrfst  Your  anxiety  to  leave  the  service  of  Satan 
rcjoice's  iriy  heart.  Well,  indeed,  may  t  say  *  to  you, 
*  what  fruit  had  Jre  ih  those  things  whereof  ye  are  now 
a&fctned :  for  the  end  of  these  things  is  death/'  Sin, 
like  a  tyrant*  has  held  ybu  ih  chains,  and  inipelfed  you 
to  walk  in  *h'is  wkys,  atid  wqrk  in  his  eniplQy ;  and  the 
wages  which  a¥e  YftW  justly  due,  and  which  you  can  , 
righteously  receive,  are  death :  that  is,  the  temporal 
death  of  your  body;  the  spiritual  death  of  your  soul, 
in  being  separated  from  all  communion  with  God ;  and 
the  eternal  death  of  both  body  and  soul  in  hell !  O 
that  it  may  please  God  to  enlighten  your  mind  more 
and  more,  convincing  you  by  his  Holy  Spirit  thai 
without  Christ  you  can  do  nothing.  Alas !  how  prone 
we  all  are  under  first  impressions  ta  resolve  and  think, 
because  we  are  convinced  of  the  folly  of  serving  Satan, 
that  therefore  we  shall  never  again  be  deceived  and  en- 
snared by  his  device*.  0)  that  we  could  but  look  more 
oat  of  ourselves,  and  rely  only  on  Him  who  is  mighty 
to  save,  my  brother!  Jehovah  has  laid  help  on  one 
that  is  mighty,  even  the  holy  Jesus,  and  "  Except  he 
keeps  the  city,  the  watchman  waketh  in  vain." 

Sinners,  like  Belshazzar,  may  be  terrified  by  vari- 
ous means,   until  their  "  countenance  change,  their 
thoughts  trouble  them,  the  joints  of  their  loins  are 
loosed,  and  their  knees  smite  one  against  another;  but, 
like  that  guilty  monarch,  they  will  return  again  to  their 
vices,  until  a  greater  than  Cyrus  dash  them  into  eler 
arty,  and  hurry  them  before  the  fatal  tribunal  of  heaven 
What  was  once  a  subject  of  theory  with  me  is  now  a 
natter  of  early  conviction,  that  the  planting  of  Paul 
or  the  watering  of  Apollbs  will  be  utterly  in  vain,  up- ' 
Jess  God  give  the  increase.     For  his  almighty  grace  1 
earnestly  pray,  that  my  hurn^e'eiFoTtsto'aSvtitfceliis 
flory  in  thu*  instructing  you  may  be  •erownecl  with  *stfc- 
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cess.  Then,  indeed,  shall  1  who  sow  and  you  wdo 
reap  rejoice  together  in  the  great  harvest  of  immortal 
souls.  But  "  the  day  is  far  spent  and  the  uight  is  at 
hand,"  let  us  now  retire  to  some  place  of  refreshment, 
and  engage  (if  the  Lord  will)  to  meet  again  to-morrow, 
when  I  fervently  hope  I  shall  have  reason  to  conclude 
1  have  not  run  in  vain,  nor  laboured  in  vain. 

They  retired  accordingly,  and  after  a  frugal  repast 
separated,  promising  to  spend  another  day  (if  spared, 
in  this  manner,  which  now  assumed  a  more  than  or* 
dinary  interest  in  the  minds  of  both  those  brave  de- 
fenders of  their  king  and  country. 


END  OF  SECOND  DAT. 
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THE  BIBLE. 

On  taking  leave  of  James,  last  night,  Bob  had  no 
wish  for  company;  he  was  too  seriously  impressed,  to  feel 
the  least  desire  to  converse  with  any  one;  but,  entering 
the  house  where  he  lodged,  he  borrowed  a  Bible,  and 
shut  his  room  door; — determined,  for  the  first  time  this 
twenty  years,  to  read  achapter  in  that  neglected  volume. 
Not  knowing  much  of  that  precious  book,  he  opened  it 
at  the  beginning,  and  his  hap  was  to  east  his  eye  first  on 
Dent  xxvik;- — but,  seeing  the  latter  part  was  full  of 
curses,  he  seized  the  opposite  leaf,  and  was  going  to  read 
elsewhere,  when  suddenly  the  10th  verse  caught  his  atten- 
tion, "  Cursed  be  he  that  setteth  light  by  his  father  01 
nis  mother."  .  Conviction  flashed  into  his  soul,  and  filled 
him  with  horror.  Bob,  like  too  many  in  a  man  of  war, 
had  rejected  all  the  counsel  of  his  father,  and  would  have 
none  of  the  reproof  of  his  mother.  Having  gone  to  tea 
at  an  early  age,  apprentice  to  an  American  merchant- 
*  man,  he  had  frequently  returned  to  London,  spent  all  his 
I  wages  in  riotous  living,  and  thrown  himself  upon  bis 
pious  father,  in  rags  and  misery. 

THE  PARENTS. 

■ 

In  vain  had  this  good  man  used  all  the  method*  of 
paternal  firmness,  gentleness,  and  benevolence.  Voyage 
after  voyage,  his  wretched  son  continued  fe  torture  his 
$rief-worn  heart  with  inexpressible  agonies;  until* 'fiied 
m  a  man*  of  war  and  abandoned  to  all  the  horrid  tides' of 
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the  crew,  his  aged  parent  sank  wit*  grey  hairs  and  sor- 
row to  die  grave,  imploring,  as  his  dying  prayer,  the 

blessings  of  Heaven  on  his  poor  wretched  prodigal. 

His  mother,  (a  worthy  member  of  a  Christian  Society 
in  Carter-lane,  Tooley  Street,)  had  not  ceased  to  follow 
up  the  earnest  endeavours  of  her  deceased  husband,  for 
the  salvation  of  this  thoughtless  sinner ;  but,  hurried  on 
by  naturally  strong  passions,  and  stimulated  by  desper- 
ately wicked  companions,  he  had  attained  such  habits  of 
iniquity,  and  such  a  hardihood  in  sin,  as  to  despise  every 
maternal  remonstrance,  and  treat  every  letter  with  the 
utmost  contempt.  .The  time  was,  however,  at  length 
approaching  when  Jehovah  would  /testify  that  he  was 
able  to  save  from  the  very  uttermost  lengths  of  sin,  and 
the  uttermost  depths  of  misery,  in  answer  to  ten  thou- 
sand, prayers  recorded  in  the  court  of  heaven.  Softened, 
therefore,  as  the  heart  of  Bob  bad  been  in  his  late  con- 
versation, and  much  as  he  had  heard  James  lament  over 
his  conduct  to  his  parents,  he  could  not  read  this  passage 
without  the  most  poignant  agony,  lest  the  curse  of  God 
should  fall  on  his  guilty  head. — He  arose  from  his  chair, 
walked  his  room,  looked 'at  it  again,  until  his  blood  froze 
in  his  veins  with  horror,  the  idea  arising  in  his  mind, 
that  he  might  have  been  the  means  of  the  death  of  both 
father  and  mother,  and  that  God  would  curse  him  for  it, 
for  ever.  His  father  died  while  he  was  in  the  West 
Indies,  but  he  had  heard  much  of  his  concern  for  his 
soul,  and  sometimes,  in  the  middle  watch  at  sea,  when 
walking  the  deck  alone,  in  the  silence  of  the  night,  had 
leen  heard  to  sigh  heavily  and  exclaim,  "  Poor  old 
Father!" 

THE  SPECTRE. 

A  thousand  things  now  rushed  into  his  mind,  that  he 
had  quite,  forgot;  amid  the  confusion  of  sin. — His 
imagination  painted  the  spectre  of  his  venerable  father 
before  hun,  loading  him  with  tbe  bitterest  reproaches, 
and,  in  a  hollow  voice,  reiterating,  as  from  the  mansions  of 
the  dead,  "  Cursed  be  he  that  setteth  light/ by  his  father 
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or  his  mother.    Amen."     He  Started,  and  fancied  for  » 
moment  it  was  reality.     He  turned,  and  walked  to  the 
other  end  of  his  room,  when  again  his  disordered  ima- 
gination painted  before  him  the  image  of  his  agonj^ng 
mother,  whom  he  really  loved,  though  he  had  so  long 
neglected  as  scarcely  to  know  whether  she  was  alive  or 
dead.     Now  again,  but  with  melting  tenderness,  his 
ears  tingled  with  a  thousand  reproaches. for  his  base 
conduct,  and  the  dreadful  lecture  closed,  as  he  thftught, 
with  a  deep  groan  and  a  petrifying  sound  of  those  death- 
foJ  words,  "  Cursed  b£  he  thatsetteth  light  by  his  father 
or  his  mother ;  and  let  all  the  peopk  say,  Amen."— - 
Shuddering  with  terror,  he  recoiled  back  a  few  paces ;  a 
cold,  but  profuse,  sweat  covered  his  shivering  frame, 
and  he  involuntarily   exclaimed,   "  O  my  father!   my 
mother!  forgive  me!"    A  solemn  silence  followed:  he 
started  at  his  own  thought;  the  fancied  images  vanished* 
and  a  death-like  stillness  succeeded. — r Never  before 
had  Bob's  heart  known  fear ;  but  now  a  sense  of  guilt 
effected  that  which  all  the  battles  and,  storms  at  sea. 
could  not  produce,  and  Bob  trembled  from  Head' to  foot. 
Still  the  Bible  lay  open  before  him,  but  he  could  look 
no  more ;  this  awful  passage  had  ri  vetted  his.  attention. 
He  fixed  his  eyes  again  on  the  wall ;  no  spectre  was 
there :  h*  enquired,  "  Why  am  I  thus  F 

THE  ALARMED  CONSCIENCE. 

He  soon  found  it  was  no  supernatural  appearance, 
hut  the  convictions  of  a  guilty  conscience  which  har- 
rowed up  his  soul,  and  produced  that  violent  palpitation 
of  his  heart.  Again  he  walked  the  room,  and  strove  to 
compose  his  mind,  and  he  partially  succeeded;  for  a 
conscience  enlightened  may  alarm,  but  cannot  convert ; 
and  the  sinner,  who  is  merely  frightened  by  a  paroxysm 
of  guilt,  has  frequently  found  that  various  methods  may 
be  used  with  success  to  stifle  convictions  and  regain 
possession  of  himself,  without  repentance  for  sin,  or  faith 
in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. — Once  more,  therefore,  the 
strong  man  armed  was  permitted  to  stupify  the  mind  of 
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this  poor  creature ;  and,  leaving  bis  room,  he  called  at  a 
neighbouring  public~house,  drank  two  glasses  of  brandy, 
and  returned,  endeavouring  to  make  up  for  all  by  saying 
tbe  Lord's  prayer  before  he  went  to  bed,  and  muttering 

as  he  lay  down,  "  God  be  mercifulto  me,  a  sinner!" 

Not  so  with  James ;  he  had  that  evening  called  at  the 
house  of  a  very  pious  man  to  get  shaved,  and  afterwards 
sat  down  with  him,  relating  the  interesting  conversation 
he  had  had  with  Bob  for  die  last  two  days.  The  good 
man  with  whom  he  sat  was  deformed  in  body,  but  pos- 
sessed a  soul  as  humbly  attached  to  the  Holy  Jesus,  and 
as  deeply  concerned  for  the  salvation  of  an  immortal 
soul,  as  any  person  in  the  town  of  Dock.  He  wept  with 
joy  at  this  relation  from  James;  advised  him  to  per- 
severe ;  and,  if  possible,  bring  Bob  to  the  chapel  in  the 
square  that, evening,  as  a  sermon  would  be  preached 
there  by  the  minister  of  the  place :  they  then  bowed  be- 
fore the  Lord  in  prayer,  for  a  blessing  on  future  exer- 
tions, and  James  walked  to  his  lodgings,  where  he  sat 
ruminating  on  this  day's  conversation. 

THE'  CHARACTER  OF  BOB. 

He  saw,  in  Bob,  a  wild,  good-natured^  depraved  sea* 
man,  possessing  a  mind  open  to  conviction,  and  a  great 
de*l  of  natural  good  sense,  intermingled  indeed  with 
much  of  that  shrewd  technical  wit  with  which  the 
phraseology  of  a  wicked  sailor  abounds.  To  a  landsman, 
this  might  have  operated  to  produce  disgust,  or  despair 
of  effecting  any  good  upon  his  mind,  but  to  James  it  was 
of  the  most  trifling  consequence.  Thoroughly  acquainted 
himself  with  all  the  peculiarities  of  seamen,  and  ac- 
customed every  day  to  their  language,  he  thought  nothing 
of  Bob's  dialect,  and  regarded  only  the  ideas  it  conveyed, 
and  felt  anxious  to  seize  them,  that  He  might  promote 
the  immortal  interests  of  his  soul.  This  he  had  hitherto 
happily  effected,  and  he  looked  back  with  pleasure  to 
(he  concern  that  appeared  visible  jn  Bob,  the  light 
which  had  broke  upon  his  mind,  and  the  anxiety  he 
evidently  felt  for  more  serious  conversation  on  subjects 
18    .    . 
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of  eternal  interest.  Pleased  with  this,  and  satisfied 
that  he  went  forth  like  the  stripling  David,  not  ,in  his 
own  strength,  but  in  the  name  of  the  living  God,  he 
bowed  his  knees  by  his  bed-side,  fervently  imploring  the 
blessings  of  the  Almighty  on  this  labour  of  love.  The 
next  day,  in  the  morning,  he  arose,  delighted  with  the 
prospect  of  meeting  Bob ;  and  praying,  Uke  Abraham's 
servant,  as  he  left  his  lodgings,  "  O  Lord,  send  me  good 
speed  this  day."  Bob  quitted  his  bed  after  #a  very  rest- 
less night.  His  conscience  now  condemned  him  for  the 
method  he  took  last  night  to  stifle  its  admonitions,  and, 
without  daringto  open  the  Bible  again,  he  left  his  lodgings, 
gloomy  and  discontented,  but  anxious  to  meet  James, 
that  he  might  know  more  about  the  way  of  salvation, 
and  see  if  there  was  any  possibility  of  his  attaining  that 
peace  and  comfort  James  appeared  so  much  to  enjoy. 
Meeting  at  the  Dock  gates,  they  greeted  each  other, 
with  the  most  friendly  welcome,  and  again  retired  to  the 
fields,  where  they  might  unobserved  pursue  their  con- 
versation and  enjoy  each  others  company, 

Bob.  O,  shipmate,  what  a  night  I've  spent !  Trafalgar 
was  a  fool  to  the  !ri £h$  I've  past.  I  don't  know  how  it  is, 
bat  you've  not  only  upset  all  my  plans  for  this  cruise, 
but  set  my  head  to  work  in  such  a  queer  way,  that  I  can 
get  no  rest  Fm  a  miserable  fellow,  and  I  don't  know 
what  to  do,  to  be  otherwise.  I  see  the  folly  of  my  ways, 
but  how  shall  I  get  better  ?  I  want  to  have  your'  religion, 
hut  I  can't  tell  how  to  get  it.  I've  sometimes  been  con- 
fined to  my  hammock  in  the  sick  bay,  and  it  has  made 
me  thoughtful ;  I  think  if  I  had  but  another  touch,  and 
were  as  weak  as  when  I  had  the  yellow  fever  in  the 
Scipio,  off  Surinam,  I  should  come  round,  and  be  just 
like  you,  if  it  would  but  last. 

James.  I'm  gla4  to  find  you  begin  to  be  displeased 
with  yourself,  and  tjneasy  at  the  state  of  your  soul ;  such 
must  ever  be  the  condition  of  every  convinced  sinner, 
before  he  can  see  his  need  of  a  Saviour.  "  The  whole 
need  not  a  physician,  but  they  that  are  sick :  and  the 
Lord  Jesus  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners, 
to  repentance."  The  most  fatal  evil  in  the  world 
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is  the  sad  indifference  of  mankind  to  their  eternal  con- 
cerns: 

Fools  never  raise  their  thoughts  so  high,    . 

Like  hrutes  they  live,  like  brutes  they  die ; 

Like  grass  they  flourish,  till  thy  breath 

Blast  them  in  everlasting  death. 

The  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  to  convince  of  sin,  of 
judgment,  and  of  righteousness.  If  happily  this  divine 
power  has  awakened  you  to  a  sense  of  your  guilt  and 
condemnation  before  God,  I  shall  have  some  hopes  that 
"  He,  who  hath  begun  the  good  work  in  you,  will  graci- 
ously carry  it  on  unto  the  day.  of  Jesus  Christ." 

THE  INEFFECTUAL  SCHEME. 

•  » 

Bob.  But,  don't  you  think  that  a  good  smart  spell  in 
the  sick  bay  will  bring  me  up,  and  teach  me  how  to  steer 
when  I  turn  out  of  the  doctor's  list,  and  muster  in  the 
starboard  watch  again  ? 

James.  No;  the  experiment  is  tried  daily,  and  proves 
that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  pain,  sickness,  or  medicine, 
to  change  the  heart  and  renew  the  life.  God  has  some- 
times sanctified  affliction  to  this  blessed  end ;  bat  then 
it  has  been  his  all-suffieient  grace  working  by  this  means, 
and  not  the  means  themselves.  Without  Christ  we  can 
do  nothing ;  and- he  hath  said,  "  No  man  can  come  to  me 
except  the  Father  draw  him."  So  then  if  is  "  not  of  him 
that  willeth,  nor  of  him  that  runneth,  but  God,  that 
sheweth  mercy." 

Bob..  I  don't  altogether  understand  what  you  mean ; 
my  knowledge  box  is  very  scanty;  but  still  I  think  you're 
right,  for  I've  been  confined  in  irons  before  the  master 
at  arms's  birth,  flogged  at  the  gangway,  gone  through 
the  fleet,  wounded  in  battle,  condemned  as  unfit  for 
service,  wrecked  in  Mount's  Bay,  and  given  up  for  dead 
when  I  fell  from  the  foretop  into  the  waist ;  and  'yet, 
when  it  was  over,  Bob  thought  no  more  on  it,  but  bowed 
the  galley  and  bore  away  for  the  grog  shop  in  harbour, 
just  as  if  nothing  had  happened.  What  sort  of  stuff  is  a 
sailor  made  of  ?  Most  of  them  die  as  they  live.  If  any 
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fellows  ought  to  square  the  yards  and  alter  their  course, 
Tin  sure  we  ought,  for  we've  death  continually  before  us 
in  one  way  or  another. 

James.  True;  but  as  the  Ethiopian  cannot  change 
his  skin,  nor  the  leopard  his  spots,  so  neither  .can  they 
who  are  accustomed  to  do  evil,  learn  to  do  well,  without 
the  all-powerful  energies  of  sovereign  grace.  How  much 
is  this  solema  fact  illustrated  by  your  own  confession/ 
and  how  happy  are  they,  who,  made  sensible  of  the  inef- 
ficacy  of  all  other  means,  come  simply  and  humbly  to 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  thr§ ugh  whom  alone  we  can  be 
renewed  in  the  spirit  of  our  minds  ! 

Bob.  But  have  you  not  thought,  when  you  was  in  the 
doctor's  list,  that  sickness  would  make  you  better?  and 
did  you  not  think,  when  laid  upon  your  beam-ends  with 
pain,  that  if  ever  you  righted  again,  you  would  make 
sail  for  religion,  and  leave  the  cursed  practice  of  a>man 
of  war  in  the  wake  I 

THE  CATTEGAT. 

Jlbnes.    Yes*;  I  recollect,  in  particular,  the  day  after 
we  forced  the  passage  of  the  Sound*  in  the  Cattegat,  and 
passed  the  Castle  at  Elsineur,  under  a  tremendous,  fire ; 
also,  while  we  lay  off  Copenhagen,  I  was  much  alarmed 
at  the  approaching  battle,  and  was  almost  sure  I  should 
be  killed.    Two  days  of  suspense  at  anchor,  in  sight  of 
the  enemy's  fleet  and  batteries,  tried  the  firmness  of 
every  one  on  board.   When  I  saw  Nelson  reconnoitring 
the  fleet  sunid  a  h°st  of  shot  and  shells,  I  shuddered* 
to  think  of  death ;  I  was  not  afraid  of  the  action,  I  was 
<?ager  to  be  in  it,  that  I  might  distinguish  myself;  but  I 
leared  to  die,  because  I  knew  I  was  not  prepared.  One 
afternoon  J  stole  up  into  the  foretop,  while  the  men  were 
afl  below,  and  kneeling  down  before  the  mast,  burst  into 
tears,  and,  as  I  thought  then,  prayed.    But  the  whole 
of  my  prayer  was  to  this  effect :  "  If  the  Lord  would 
spare  me,  and  not  suffer  me  to  be  killed,  but  allow  me 
to  return  to  my  mother  Qgain,  I  would  be  so  good,  I 
would  never  do  any  thing  wrong  any  more  as  long  as 
18 
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I  lived;"  and  I  thought,  then,  I  could  perforin  Him 
promise. 

THE  COPENHAGEN  BATTLE. 

Bob.  Why  now,  that's  just  like  me ;  I've  often  said 
the  same  when  going  into  action;  font  the  decks  have 
hardly  been  clear,  and  the  dead  thrown  overboard,  be* 
fore  poor  Bob's  at  the  old  work,  swearing  and  drinking, 
and  boasting  of  the  run  he  shall  have  on  shore,  when  we 
reach  old  England.  i 

James.  Alas !  I  am,  like  yourself,  a  living  witness  of 
the  impenitence  of  a  sailor,  and  the  total  insensibility 
of  the  human  mind  to  judgments  or  mercies,  when  sin 
has  once  assumed  the  dominion.  Surely  no  man  had 
more  reason  to  admire  the  distinguished  goodness  of 
tjrod  :  in  the  action,  some  shot  struck  the  /loose  part  of 
my  jacket ;  others  passed  just  over  my  head,  and  startled 
me  with  the  heat  oh  my  brain ;  some  whizzed  by  my 
cheek,  and  almost  burnt  me  with  the  wind ;  others  struck 
the  place  where  I  had  been  standing  the  moment  before, 
and  threw  up  a  thousand  splinters ;  a  gun  burst  next  to 
ours  and  killed  fifteen?  Men ;  four  gnns,  at  which  I  served 
successively,  ttere  cleared  of  every  man  but  myself;  one 
moment,  the  brains  of  a  shipmate  were  dashed  over,  my 
cloathes,  and  the  next,  a  chain  shot  scattered  the  boweb 
of  a  messmate  over  my  hand ;  often  when  I  moved,  and 
some  men  took  my  place,  they  were  shot  dead  in  an  in- 
stant; and  once,  when  covered  with  the  blood  and 
•brains  of  others,  I  was  struck  down,  and  fancied  I  had 
eceivod  the  fatal  shot;  I  soon  recovered,  and  found  twe 
messmates  wounded  and  dashed  across  me,  but  I  was 
unhurt.  But  why  do  I  dwell  on  those  things,  which 
you  also  have  experienced  as  well  as  myself!  I  shall 
only  therefore  add,  that  thoagh  I  was  shocked  when  tlife 
Donnebrog,  74,  (the  Danish  admiral's  ship)  blew  op> 
and  carried  off  so  idany  brave  fellows ;  and  though  I 
Was  sick  with  the  quantity  of  congealed  blood  in  the 
ooek-pit,  and  the  groans  of  the  wounded  ?  yet  A  few 
days  afterwards  I  joined  the  drunkard's  song;  in  the 


Ardent,  64,  where  we  met  together  over  a  bowl  of  grog; 
and  in  less  than  a  month  was  all  eager  and  ready  for 
another  action,  without  the  least  concern  about  God  or 
Devil,  when  we  stood  in  for  Cronstadt,  to  attack  the 
Swedish  fleet.  Whenever  I  landed  afterwards,  whether 
in  Denmark,  Prussia,  or  Russia,  (during  the  summer 
the  fleet  continued  up  the  Baltic),  I  pursued  my  ol«k, 
course  of  sin,  without  the  least  compunction  or  remorse. 
0  the  forbearance  of  God  ovwr  the  vilest  of  sinners ! 
rarely  I  merited  a  more  intolerable  hell  than  either 
Sodom  or  Gomorrah. 

Bob.  Ah  J  shipmate,  you're  run  foul  of  poor  Bob's 
case  now,  most  dreadfully.  This  has,  indeed,  been  my 
way ;  bat  I  never  gave  it  a  thought.  O  that  I  could 
but  be  sorry  for  it,  like  you ! — Ah,  you're  turned  a  good 
man,  and  so  God  has  forgiven  you ;  but  I'm  the  same 
wicked  fellow  still,  and  so  I  see  there's  no  mercy  for 
me,  unless  you  can  tell  me  how  to  be  as  good  as  you.  1 
wish  poor  old  mother  was  here  now,  how  she'd  open  her 
main-deckers  and  help  a  vessel  off  a  lee-shore.  I  wish 
I'd  minded  her  and  poor  father  years  ago,  they  would 
have  made  a  rnau  of  me,  but  Tve  made  a  wretched,  in* 
ferns!  fool  of  myself;  and  now  Tarn  afraid,  shipmate, 
Fm  afraid  I  shall  be  lost  for  ever  and  ever.  O  my 
poor  dear  soul ! 

James.  Fm  happy  to  hear  you  say  so,  for  the  Son  of 
Man  came  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost :  it 
It  his  grace,  and  not  my  goodness ;  his  blood,  ami  not 
my  merit ;  his  righteousness,  and  not  my  reformation, 
that  now  makes  me  to  differ  from  what  t  oac'e  was.  By 
the  grace  of  God,  I  am  what  I  am,  abd  this  grace  ha* 
been  exceeding  abundant,  by  faith  and  love  in  Christ 
Jeans.  May  you  become  a  happy  partaker  of  #libe 
precious  faith !  You  will  not  then  attribute  to  mm*& 
goodness  what  belongs  only  to  the  mediatorial  work  *f 
Jesus  Christ,  nor  rob  God  of  the  glory  due  to  his  own. 
free,  rich,  and  sovereign  mercy.  .     k     . 
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go  on,  sailor-like ;  and,  if  I  was  laid  by  a  little  before  1 
died,  it  would  make  me  cry  for  mercy,  and  then  all  Vould 
be  well.  ^ 

James.  Thus,  thousands  live  and  die,  placing  all  their 
hopes  on  the  hour  of  affliction,  and,  when  it  comes,  they 
find  themselves  as  far  from  mercy  as  ever.  In  the 
greatest  agonies,  they  may,  indeed,  cry  for  mercy ;  but 
it  is  the  alarm  of  the  moment,  the  sense  of  pain,  and 
not  "  the  prayer  of  faith."  See  how  they  live  when  the 
pain  is  gone,  as  you  have  just  now  described  in  the  case 
of  Wildfire ;  I  can  testify  to  this  from  experience. 

THE  CAUTION. 

On  our  return  from  the  Baltic,  after  knocking  about 
a  great  part  of  the  winter  in  the  North  Sea,  we  anchored 
in  Yarmouth  Roads,  and  spent  some  weeks  in  that 
station.    Eager  to  get  on  shore,  I  embraced  the  first 
opportunity,  and  landed  on  the  beach,  indifferent  as  to 
what  course  I  should  pursue.    A  letter  had  been  put 
into  my  hands,  as  I  came  over  the  side  of  the  vessel,  by 
a  worthy  shipmate,  to  be  opened  on  there ;'  as  I  walked 
towards  the  town  I  read  it,  and  because  it  contained 
some -affectionate  cautions  not  to  join  with  the  multitude 
in  wickedness,  I  was  ready  to  curse  the  hand  that  penned 
it ;  and  notwithstanding  my  cries  and  promises  to  the 
Lord,  prior  to  the  actiop  off  Copenhagen,  I  determined 
to  Walk  indifferently  through  every  scene  of  wickedness, 
and  enter  all  sorts  of  company,  regardless  of  the  conse- 
quences.   It  was  nojt  long  before  Satan  threw  such  op- 
portunities in  my  way,  as  engaged  me  in  a  round  of  sin, 
while  I  was  on  shore,  and  proved  to  me,  that  notwith- 
standing judgments  and  merely,  I  was  still  capable  of 
ay  thipg  dishonourable  to  God,  and  injurious  to  my  own 
sooL    Ah !  my  brother,  most  gladly  would  I  draw  a 
vdl  over  my  horrible  ingratitude  on  this  occasion,  but 
justly  does  the  Scripture  say,  "  fie  sure  thy  sin  will  find 
thee  out:"  and  God  is  pleased  frequently  to  bring  these 
things  to  my  recollection,  thai.  I  may  remember  and  be 
confounded,  and  never  open  my  mouth  any  more ;  be* 
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came  of  my  shame,  now  tfeat  he  is  pacified  to  me  far  all 
I  have  done.  O  that  my  soul  may  be  deeply  bambled, 
and  my  lips  forbear  to  boast  f  surely  by  gtaoe,  rich  and 
glorious  grace,  am  I  saved:  Blessed  subject!  I  krre  to 
torn  from  my  own  vileness  to  redeeming  grace,  and  sink 
myself  into  the  lowest  abyss*  that  almighty  gvaae  hi 
Christ  Jesus  may  be  all  in  all. 

Bob.  Your  stories  are  so  exactly  Batted  tot  say  ease, 
that  it  seems  we  have  both  steered  the  same  course,  and, 
at  one  time,  were  on  the  same  tack.  It  does  my  heart 
good,  to  hear  how  wonderfully  you  escaped  the  recks  on 
the  lee-bow,  and  stood  off  with  a  press  of  sail  for  a  less 
dangerous  shore.  Ah,  brother,  if  indeed  that  graoe,- 
which  you  praise  so  much,  has  done  all  this  for  you,  do 
you  think  there's  any  hope  that  poor  Bob  will  ever  be 
taken  in  tow  in  the  same  way  ?  Ah,  shipmate,  I'd  gladly 
give  np  the  helm  to  divine  grace,  if  I  thought  -God 
would  have  any  thing  to  do  with  such  a  good-for-nothing 
chap  as  Bob. 

THE  NAVAL  HOSPITAL. 

t 

James.  Assuredly  he  will  not  cast  out  any  that  come 
to  H«ui ;  bat  my  experience  supplies  me  with  abundant 
proof  that  no  man  can  come  to  Christ  unless  the  Father 
draw  him.  Without  leading  you  through  the  detail  et 
my  transactions  in  Yarmouth,  suffice  to  say,  that  a  course 
of  sin  and  extreme  inattention  to  my  health,  on  the 
coldest  night,  soon  brought  en  a  fever  of  the  most  pain* 
ful  nataret  I  was  confined  to  the  sick  bay.  My  mess- 
mate, J.  Lt  who  had  warned  me  by  letter,  and  frequently 
admonished  me  to  walk  circumspectly,  now  testifier!  real 
friendship,  by  condoling  with  my  miseries,  and  watching 
over  my  deliverance  with  the  most  affectionate  assiduity. 
The  anguish  I  endured  is  indescribable,  and  often  have 
I  lam  for  hours,  roaring  out  in  the  most  excruciating 
toments,  and  begging  that  God  would  give  me  one  mo- 
ment's ease.  Reduced  at  length  to  a  mere  skeleton,  I 
was  ordered  on  shore,  and  dragged  up  in  a  cart  from 
13 
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the  beach  to  the  hospital.  Here  it  pleased  God  to  bless 
the  means  prescribed,  and  in  about  a  month,  I  was  able 
to  walk  about  the  ward  with  tolerable  ease.  But,  alas! 
scarcely  recovered  from  the  pains  of  death,  again  I 
sought  eternal  ruin  in  the  error  of  my  ways.  A  few  days' 
thqughtless  inattention  to  myself,  produced  a  dreadful 
relapse,  and,  swelled  to  an  enormous  size,  I  was  confined 
to  my  bed,  bleeding  every  day  to  an  amazing  degree, 
until  exhausted  nature  sunk  in  gloomy  horror  to  the  con- 
fines of  eternity.  .An  alarming  stupor  seized  on  my 
whole  frame,  and  I  lay  for  weeks,  insensible  to  pain  and 
regardless  of  life.  Nothing  btit  death  and  judgment 
How  appeared  before  me,  but  I  was  too  callous  to 
tremble,  and  too  hardened  to  fear.  Exquisite  agony 
once  more  revived  me,  and  I  awoke  to  the  keenest  sen- 
sations of  life.  Indignation  and  misery  filled  my  soul ; 
but  not  one  prayer  escaped  my  lips.  I  was  almost 
ready  to  believe  the  die  was  cast,  and  I  must  be  damned 
eternally.  I  felt  God  would  be  righteous,  and  hell  to 
such  a  one  as  me  ought  to  be  eternal.  I  had  hitherto 
concealed  my  affliction  from  my  dear  mother,  by  sending 
my  letters  tq  the  ship  \o  be  franked,  and  ordering  her 
letters  to  be  directed  as  usual.  The  sad  intelligence, 
however,  reached  her  through  another  quarter,  and  I 
soon  received  the  following  lines  addressed  to  my  ship- 
mate. 

Blackfriars  Road,  London,  1802. 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  a  rela- 
tion in  Yorkshire,  (who  has  heard  from  my  dear  James), 
informing  me  that  he  is  lying  ill  at  a  naval  hospital  in 
Yarmouth.  I  write  to  you  immediately,  and  conjure 
you  to  reply  directly.  I  greatly  fear  my  dear  child  is 
dying,  ana  forbears  writing,  knowing  how  it  would  affect 
the  heart  of  his  poor  mother ;  but,  O  my  dear  friend, 
suffer  me  to  intreat  you  that  I  may  know  the  worst  of  it. 
I  am  a  poor  afflicted  widow,  James  is  my  dearest  child ; 
"  If  I  am  bereaved,  I  am  bereaved ;"  but,  O  my  God, 
stay  the  fatal  blow — my  heart  is  bound  up  in  the  life  of 
the  lad ;  my  life*  has  )>een  a  protracted  series  of  trouble, 
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but  in  the  correspondence  of  my  James  I  find  some  re- 
lief.   Lord,  suffer  him  not  to  be  taken  from  me  yet ! 

M  Short  is  my  passage  to  the  friendly  tomb ; 
"  For  I  am  poor,  and  miserably  old." 

Oh !  could  my  James  yet  be  spared  to  lay  his  hands  on 
those  grief-worn  eyes !  Write,  I  beseech  you ;  and  if 
my  child  is  approaching  eternity  inconvenient  and  ex- 
pensive as  it  would  be  at  my  time,  of  life,  I  would  never- 
theless hasten  immediately  to  make  all  his  bed  in  his 
sickness,  and  pour  out  my  soul  by  him,  that  Hezekiah's 
God  would,  in  love  to  his  soul,  deliver  him  iron*  the  pit 
of  corruption,  and  cast  all  his  sins  behind  his  back. 

Write,  I  charge  you;  think  of  a  mother's  grief. — I  am 
in  haste,  and  remain, 

Yonrs  respectfully, 
/.  L.  A.  H. 

His  Majesty's  Ship  Agamemnon, 

Yarmouth  Roads,  (or  elsewhere) 

•  THE  PHYSICIANS.      . 

I  read  this  letter  supported  by  an  attendant  in  bed, 
and  watered  it  with  my  tears.  It  gave  a  new  stimulus 
to  the  quivering  taper  of  life,  and  I  determined  to  live 
for  my  aged  mother's  sak$.  I  wrote  to  her  immediately, 
to  calm  her  fears,  and  assured  her  of  recovery.  Weak 
and  emaciated  as  I  then  was,  it  was  not  expected,  by 
those  around  me,  I  should  live.  A  consultation  of 
physicians  was  held  over  me,  and  never  shall  I  forget 
the  expression  of  one  of  them,  who  well  knew  my  man-  , 
ner  of  life  from  my  youth.  Pointing  to  me,  in  his  usual 
profane  language,  he  said,  "  There,  gentlemen,  is  a 
youth  who  has  damned  himself  to  all  eternity/' 

Bob.  Alas !  you  bring  to  my  recollection  the  condi- 
tion of  poor  Bod,  when  coiled  away  in  Hasler  Hospital, 
with  a  wound  at  Trafalgar,  that  had  nearly  severed  my 
timbers,  and  unshipped  my  life. 

James.  I  yas  shocked,  but  felt  a  conviction  I  should 
vet  recover.  More  powerful  means 'were  adopted,  and  I 
'       13 
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arose,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  around  me.  Now  I 
determined  to  sin  no  more,  lest  a  worse  thing  came  upon 
me,  But  scarcely  was  I  able  to  move  about,  before 
another  snare  was  laid,  and,  prone  to  wander,  I  easily 
fell  into  it,  and  sunk,  as  I  thought,  to  rise  no  more.  A 
paroxysm  of  grief  now  filled  my  soul..  I  saw  the  state  to 
which  I  was  hastening,  and  became  wretched  in  the  ex- 
treme. But  I  will  not  fatigue  your  attention  with  the 
unhappy  detail  of  my  miseries. 

Bab.  At !  messmate,  do  not  think  I  am  weary ;  your 
conversation  has  restored  me  to  the  proper  use  of  my 
faculties ;  and,  for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  I  begin  to 
think  seriously.  I  once  had  a  good  education,  and  knew 
the  Bible;  but  a  long  course  of  sin  has  nearly  drowned 
my  reason,  and  shipwrecked  my  immortal  soul.  I  seem 
as  if  I  had  been  continually  drunk  for  the  last  20  years. 
I  am  only  now  awaking  from  the  long  sleep  of  sin,  and 
soberly  looking  to  the  cliff  on  which  I  must  soon  have 
been  dashed  into  eternal  hell.  You  have  brought  me 
up  all  standing ;  and  I  tremble  to  think  where  I  might 
have  been,  but  for  your  friendly  hail.  O  my  brother  ! 
my  compass,!  my  sheet  anchor !  stand  by  me  till  I  find 
a  hiding  place  from  the  wind,  and  a  covert  from  the 

tempest. 

.  < 

THE  ENLIGHTENED  CONSCIENCE. 

4 

James.  I  have  part  of  a  letter,  penned  under  these 
-circumstances,  that  powerfully  states  the  condition  of 
if  my  mind  ;  it  was  addressed  to  my  intimate  friend,  J.  L. 
\  who  had^so  kindly  warned  me  on  my  first  landing. 

Naval  Hospital,  Yarmouth,  Dec.  1802. 

My  dear  friend, — How  numerous,  how  diversified, 
have  been  the  events  in  which  the  friend  of  your  soul 
Jias  had  the  misfortune  to  bear  a  part  I  How  has  my  life 
been  chequered  with  multiplied  scenes  of  woe! — 
Scarcely  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty,  when,  dreadful  to 
relate,  restrospectioti  fills  ma  with  horror,  while  it  pre- 
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senis  to  my  mind  what  my  pen  dare  not,  cannot  express. 
Even  now  my  state  internally  is  truly  pitiable;  distracted 
with  a  thousand  terrific  forebodings;  exposed  to  devices, 
equally  to  be  dreaded;  imposed  on,  fretted,  forlorn; 
what  can  I  say? — -Good  God,  my  indiscretions  crowd 
on  mc  so  fast,  that-+-I  dare  not  proceed — -and  yet  I 
most — to  disburthen  may  afford  relief !    Q  my  dear, 
dear  friend !   if  ever  you  loved  your  James,  pity,  pity 
him.     Indeed,  indeed,  I  hardly  know  what  to  say,  my 
heart  is  so  full !  My  days  are  restless !   Nearly  sleepless 
my  nights ;  or  if  sleep  overpowers  me,  dreams  the  most 
petrifying  present  to  my  tortured  soul  such  views,  as 
force  me  to  exclaim,  with  the  wretched  Altamont  in  , 
Dr.  Young's  Centaur,  "  My  soul  as  well  as  body  lies  in 
ruins,  in  scattered  fragments  of  broken  thought;  re- 
morse for  the  past  throws  my  though*  on  the  future; 
worse  dread  of  the  future  strikes  it  back  on  the  past !  I 
turn  and  turn,  and  find  no  ray  of  comfort !    Didst  thou 
feel   half  the  mountain  that  is   on  me,  thou  wouldst 
struggle  with  the  martyr  for  his  sake,  and  bless  Heaven 
for  the  (lames  that  are  not  everlasting,  and  the  fires  that 
are  not  unquenchable!   O  thou  blasphemed,  yet  most' 
indulgent  God!    hell  itself  is  a  refuge,  if  it  shelters' 
me  from  thy  frown." 

Strong  spirits  applied  to,  have  no  effect.  In  short,  at 
times  I  dare  not  sleep,  present  and  eternal  danger  are 
so  near.  Without  a  friend  to  advise,*  without  one  to 
console ;  eager  to  impart  a  state  of  mind  bordering  on 
absolute  despair,  yet  no  one  at  hand  to  listen  or  comfort ; 
starting  every  moment  in  the  night  as  if  some  one  held 
a  pistol  over  me,  or/hastened  to  plunge  a  dagger  into  my 
heart!  O  God  I  what  will  become- of  me!  Cursed  be 
that  fatal  day  in  which  I  neglected  the  advice  of  the 
kindest  and  best  of  friends,  and  plunged  forward  into 
that  misery  which  will  attend  me  to  my  grave. 

I  had  written  thus  far,  when  the  door  of  my  chamber 

burst  open — a  person  rushed  toward  me  in  an  attitude 

tie  most  alarming ! — I  escaped  to  an  adjoining 'field.  I 

pnrsufed  and  seized,  opposite  the  door  of  the  dead 

IS 
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house,  and  there  forced  to  join  companions  in  evil  I  had 
laboured  hard  to  avoid,  and  compelled  (as  I  'then 
thought)  to  seal  my  final  damnation,  to  escape  what  I 
dreaded  of  present  suffering  from  those  whose  proceed- 
ings I  had  once  headed,  but  now  detested.  Companion- 
ship in  sin  and  habits  of  evil  again  attained ;  I  now  be- 
came callous  to  all  serious  impressions,  and  even  ex- 
ceeded my  former  course  of  iniquity. — Perfectly  re- 
stored to  health,  and  favoured  with  great  prosperity  in 
the  downward  road,  I  despised  my  former  terrors, 
laughed  at  the  bugbear,  religion — and  cracked  many  a 
joke  upon  the  lubberly  scoundrel  who  was  afraid  of 
death,  or  dreaded  an  eternal  world. 

Bob.  [Evidently  alarmed.} — Why,  messmate,  you 
must  have  shipped  with  some  desperate  gang  of  pirates, 
and  made  some  poor  innocent  passengers  walk  the  plank. 
Well,  Bob  never  killed  any  body  but  in  the  heat  of 
battle ;  so  he  has  not  murder  to  answer  for. 

THE  EXPLANATION. 

James*  Neither  had  I,  in  your,  sense  of  the  term  ;  my 
sins  were  neither  robbery  nor  murder,  but  the  ordinary 
routine  of  evil.  Nor  did  the  poignancy  of  my  feelings 
arise  from  any  extraordinary  guilt.  The  fact  was,  I  had 
been  reduced  very  low  by  affliction ;  death  and  hell 
frightened  me.  My  dear  mother's  letter  terrified  me  on 
the  score  of  base  ingratitude;  Some  associates,  whom  I 
once  laboured  to  initiate  into  sin,  had  now  become  more 
hardened  than  myself.  I  was  recovering — they  were 
determined  I  should  join  them  in  a  more  abandoned 
course,  on  leaving  the  hospital.  I  dreaded  the  fatal 
consequences,  and  struggled  to  be  delivered ;  •  one,  more 
desperate  than  the,  rest,  vowed  to  shoot  me  if  I  receded. 
I  had  more  light,  as  to  the  nature  and  desert  of  sin, 
than  they  had.  In  short,  I  had  knowledge  enough  of 
religion  to  make,  me  miserable,  unless,  by  constant 
transgression,  I  rendered  myself  insensible  and  callous. 
Thus,  sin  again  became  my  element,  and  I  now  paved 
thA  wav  for  many  subsequent  sorrows,  both  to  myself 
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and  my  poor  aged,  mother.    And  all  this  I  have  ad- 
vanced from  personal  experience,  to  confirm  what  I  had 
before  asserted,  and  convince  you  that  all  the  afflictions 
of  body,  and  all  the  horrors  of  mind  it  is  possible  tp 
experience,  will  .never  of  themselves  effect  a  change  in 
the  heart  of  a  sinner,  and  produce  a  life  of  faith-  and 
holiness,  confonnable  to  the  word  of  God.     Be  assured,  . 
I  again  repeat,  that  nothing  but  the  almighty  power  and 
boundless  grace  of  God  can  create  a  soul  anew  in  Christ 
Jesus.     Te  must  be  born  again,  and  horn  of  the  Spirit,  . 
or  ye  cannot  see,  much  less  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.    Thy  people,  O  tJiou  blessed  Immdnuel,  shall  he  - 
viffing  fit  the  day  of  thy  power.     Lord  God,  exert  that 
power,  enlighten  and  save  this  poor  wild  sailor,  to  whom  * 
thou,  ia  thy  providence,  hast  graciously  directed  the  " 
QDworthiest  of  thy  servants. 

Bob.  Well,  thatf s  vkind  in  you.  God  grant  your 
prayer  may  be  answered  for  poor  Bob.  O  that  I  had 
bat  have  known  the  things  that  belong  to  my  peace ! 
Would  to  God  that  I  could  but  be  drafted  on  board 
your  ship !  How  gladly  would  I  leave  the  Dreadnought  to 
join  you,  and  sitjjt  your  feet,  until  I  learnt  how  to  pray 
for  my  poor  gut  j  soul ! 

James.  It  rejoices  my  heart,  my  brother,  to  hear  of 
the  concern  that  almighty  grace  has  awakened  in  you  ; 
and  I  cannot  but  hope  that 

.   Grace  will  complete  what  grace  begins, 
To  save  from  sorrow  and  from  sins  ; 
The  work  that  wisdom  undertakes, 
Eternal  mercy  ne'er  forsakes. 

Bob.  [Resting  his  head  upon  his  hand,  and  his  elbow 
on  his  knee,  in  deep  thought.]  Is  it  possible,  brother, 
that  you  could  have  been  so  great  a  sinner  ?  Well,  then, 
Bob  will  not  despair.  I  see  what  you're  driving  at—  . 
you  want  to  prove  that  all  the  trouble  a  fellow  meet* 
with  will  not  make  him  religious  without  the  grace  of 
God.  I  begin  to  think  you're  half  right.  <  Why,  I've 
learnt  more  from  you  than  from  all  the  ships'  companies 
n  the  Channel  Fleet  I  begin  to  hope  I  shall  be  of 
jour  religion,  and  work  hard  to  serve  God. 
18 
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James.  May  that  hope  be  happily  realized ;  but  let 
\\s  ever  remember  the  solemn  language  of  those  who 
were  redeemed  by  the  precious  blood  of  Jesus  Christ ; 
"  We  ourselves  also  were  sometimes  foolish,  disobedient, 
deceived ;  serving  divers  lusts  and  pleasures,  living  in 
malice  and  envy.  But  after  the  kindness  and  love  of 
.God,  our  Saviour,  toward  man  appeared,  not  by  works 
of  righteousness  which  we  have  'done,  but  according  to 
his  mercy  he  saved  us,  by  the  washing  of  regeneration 
and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  he  shed  on  us 
abundantly  through  Jesus  Christ,  our  Saviour;  that, 
being  justified  by  his  grace,  we  should  be  made  heirs 
according  to  the  hope  of  eternal  life.**  * 
'  Bob.  Surely  I  have  been  preserved  for  some  good. 
When  at  anchor  off  Surinam,  and  the  crew  mutinied, 
advancing  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  threatening  to  carry 
the  vessel  in,  and  deliver  her  up  to  the  Dutch,  some 
were  iftiaed,  tried,  and  almost  flogged  to  death-— but 
Bob  escaped. 

THti  MUTINY  AT  THE  NORE. 

When  we  sailed  from  Yarmouth  RorN,  with  five  sail  in 
company,  and  a  bloody  flag  of  defiance  at  the  fore,  we 
joined  the  mutineers  at  the'Nore,  under  Parker,  until 
the  Leopard  and. the  Repulse  cut  and  run.  O  God! 
what  a  scene  was  that,  when  we  all  got  springs  on  our 
cables,  and  fired  repeated  broadsides  at  our  countrymen 
for  deserting  Parker!  How  many  poor  fellows,  at 
Gravesend,  were  taken  out  of  our  ship  and  tried  on 
board  the  Neptune,  until  they  were  tired  of  hanging  the 
delegates- — and  Bob  was  suffered  to  live !  Ah !  had  I 
known  what  I  do  now  about  religion,  I  would  have  cut 
off  my  right  arm  sooner  than  have  made  a  move  against 
my  king  and  country.  Surely,  religion  would  do  more 
for  His  Majesty's  Navy  than,  all  the  articles  of  war. 
How.  carelass  have  I  been  of  life  1  I  thought,,  if  1  lived, 
a  bowl  of  grog  and  prize-money  would  drown  allsor* 
rows ;  and  if  I  was  killed,  I  should  go  to  heaven,  be* 
cause  I  died  fighting  for  my  country* 
13 
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James,  Dreadful  sentiment ;  invented  by  devils,  and 
propagated  by  madmen  !  Can  the  fire  of  an  enemy  in- 
troduce a  soul  to  heaven ;  or  a  mere  act  of  duty  to  the 
country  .atone  for  the  sins  of  an  abandoned  life?  Then, 
indeed  had  Christ  died  in  vain.  What  refuges  of  lies 
wfll  sinners  rest  in,  rather  than  come  to  Christ  that  they 
night  have  life !  What  thousands  of  wretched  impeni- 
teuts  has  .the  Almighty,  in  justice,  given  up  to  this  strong 
delusion,  to  believe  a  he,  that  they  all  might  be  damned 
who  believe  not  the. truth!  That  you  are  spared  for 
good,  time  and  grace  will,  I  trust,  fully  discover;  and  I 
cannot  sufficiently  admire  the  conduct  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence in  bringing  us  acquainted  at  such  a  critical  part 
of  your  life.  Reviewing  all  the  circumstances,  I  seem 
to  see,  the  hand  of  God  in  the  whole  afiair,  (and  I  love  to 
see  it\  and  not  the  hand  of  man. 

Bob.  I  now  know  that  God'most  have  taken  care  of 
me  through  life;  but  can  it  be  possible  tb^t  he  couU 
have.notjced  so  vile  a  wretch,  when  I  landed,  dnd  di- 
rected you  to  stop  me  in  the  street  on  one  of  the  wkk-( 
edest  days  of  my  life  ? 

THE  EXCEEDING  RICHES  OF  GRA€R 

James.  Thou,  O  Lord,  preventest  us  with  the  blessings 
of  thy  goodness.  The  time,  I  trust,  is  not  far  distant 
when  you  will  know  the  meaning  of  preventing,  distin- 
guishing, and  effectual  grace.  Each  of  these  mercies 
were  illustrated  in  the  conversion  of  Saul  of  Tarsus,  who 
was  arrested  at  the  gate  of  Damascus,  when  breathing 
out  threatenings  and  slaughter.  Jehovah  always  begins 
first  with  sinners.  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  him, 
but  that  he  loved  us.  His  people  are  called,  "  sought 
out9    He  says,  I  am  found  of  them  that  sought  not  for 

me. 

He  drew  me— and  I  followed  on, 
Constrained  to  seek  superior  bliss. 

We  have  not  chosen  him,  but  he  hath  chosen  us.  How 
often  ha*  my  soul  been  affected,  when  my  liberty  ticket 
allowed  me  time  to  sit  at  the  table  of  the^tord  with  his 
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beloved  family,  and  all  hands  have  sang  with  tears  of 
love,  and  joy,  and  gratitude, 

"  Twas  the  same  grace  that  spread  the  feast, 

"  That  sweetly  forc'd  us  in; 
"  Else  we  had  still  refused  to  taste, 

"  And  perished  in  our  sin." 

Bob.  That  God  should,  out  of  mere  favour,  pity  such 
a  wretch  as  me,  and,  without  any  goodness  in  me  to 
deserve  it,  single  me  out  above  all  the  men  in  the  streets 
of  Dock  to  fall  in  with  you,  and  to  be  told  the  right 
way,  is  more  wonderful  than  the  fires  of  Vesuvius  in  the 
Mediterranean.' 

James.  "  Wonders  of  grace  to  God  belong." — Who 
is  a  God  like  unto  our  God,  glorious  in  holiness,  /earful 
in  praises,  doing  wond&rs?  I  have  never  ceased  to 
wonder  at  the  distinctions  of  God's  sovereign  mercy;, 
and  M  Why  me,  why  me,"  is  my  constant  cry.  "  Lord, 
who  and  what  am  I,  and  what  was  my  father's  house, 
that  thou  hast  brought  me  hitherto  ?"  God  is  a  perfect 
'  sovereign ;  he  does  as  he  pleases ;  he  saves  whom  he 
will ;  he  is  under  obligations  to  none.  He  hath  power 
over  the  clay.  His  grace  is  his  own.  •  A  fallen  world 
lies  justly  condemned  before  him.  He  calls  whom  he 
will.  Two  are  in  a  field,  one  is  taken  and  the  other 
left.  He  is  debtor  to  none — and  he  often  takes 
things  that  are  despicable,  and  things  that  are  .not, 
that  no  flesh  should  glory  in  his  presence;  but  he 
that  glorieth  should  glory  in  the  Ix>rd. 
13 
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BETWEEN    ' 


Bob.  May  I  hope,  shipmate,  that  the  Lord  sent  you, 
the  dther  day,;  to  stop  iny  course;  and  canjf  expect  lie 
will  do,  w$f  ik*k&  W>*e  fot  n^?  ft  vttaj^te  would 
shew  oa^^y  on  poor  Bot> ! .  It  J*  cojq^ei^^^j^water 

with  m$.    Sfetuid  tw  fl«e4  m&&  mL  «k;tSfe  t<*p  of 

high  water,  Bab  b^rne  a  '<  v^ss,ej[  of  i^JtojC  as  poor 
mother  u$e4  tasaj^  Ok  1 1  should  never  fojEgejt  tbe  day  I 
met  wr&yqu,  a^d  evej  praise  (Bod  for  your  ki»d  steer- 
age to  the  port  ^gtofjv 

7PP ,;I4^P,8  3NIX 

Jam**  V  Ba.give^m,or$  grace."  Indeed,  my  brother, 
*'  I  thank  Qbrist  Jes^s,  our  Lord,  who  hath  enabled  me" 
to  be,  in  the  smallest  degree,  useful  to  you ;  I,  "  who 
was  befo^  a  blasj&g^^  and  a  pers^tpr,  w&  injuri- 
ous ;"  surely,  "  for  this  causa  I  obtained  mercy,,  that  in 
me  Jesus  Christ  might  shew  forth  all  long-suffering,  for 
a  pattern  to  them  whicl)  £fewH  hereafter  believe  on  him 
to  life  everlasting^" .  JMfcjr  xfod  \  wjien  I  think  of  thy  ex- 
traordinary loving' kindness  to  one  so  infinitely  beneath 
thy  notice,  as  a  worm  and  a  sinner,  I  can  only  stand  at 
the  brink  of  this  abyss  of  mystery,  and,  with  profound 

V  exclaim  'VO  tfafed^ptb  of  the  riches  both  of  the 
^^ijkup^lea'ge  of  Gpd I    Hqw  unsearchable  are 


his  judgments,  and  his  ways  past  finding*  out'"  An,  nVf 
brother,  when  standing  on  the  rocks,  -  at  fhfe  Ifim#a 
Ebd*  how  has  my  soul,  with  solemn  trembling,  cited  bat,*- 


44 1/»,  on  a  narsew  neck  of  land, 

"  Twixt  two  wtttoandedseas  I  s&fltf* 

"  Yet  haw  insensible  I 
"  A  point  of  time,  a  moment's  space, 
"  Removes  me  to  yon  heavenly  place, 

"  Or  shuts  me  up  in  ML" 

Htare  hare  I  poured  oat  my  soal  to  God  ;v  an4,  while 
the  foaming  billows  hare  roared  beneaAh,  and  the  tempest 
howled  around  me,  supplicated, 


u  O  God!  my  inmost. soul  convert, 
And  deeply  on  my  thoughtless- heart.   . 
n  Eternal  things  impress ; 
Give  me.  to  fed  their  solemn  <  weighs . . 
And  save,  m»  e'er  it  be  too  late; 
u  Wake  me  to  righteousness//,  ; 

That  petition  has  long  since  been  answered,  and  I 
dow  travel  on  from  grace  to-  glory,  anxious  to  press  as 
many  as  possible  into  the  service  of  my  gracious  Re- 
deemer ;  knowing  that 

"  Kind  angels  witt  hail  us  to  the  Lwrdy 
"  And  Jesus  shajtlweleome  us  heine," 


MOMENTOUS  INQUIRIES. 

Bob.  Why,  I'd  sail  round  the  world  with  yon,  mess-' 
■ate:  bnt  how-  shall. I  be  sayed?  what  shajl  I  dot- 
Poor  father  nsed  to  sing,   '•  .      >,  - 

"  Shall  angel  hands  convey 

"  Their  brother  to  the  bar; 
"  Or  devils  drag  my  son!  away, 

"To  meet  it*  sentenee  there!" 


And  now  his  wretched  son  is  forced  to  ask  tka :  qqeroon, 
« the  brink  of  rain, — Ah !  what  shall  I  do  to  bei»ve« 
I  hate  myself;  I  hate  sin ;  I  dread  heH ;  I  am  a/raid  to 
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I  have  a  soul  to  be  saved,  and  I  deserve  to,  be  doomed. 
My  worthy  messmate  here  is  telling  me  the  way  of  sal- 
vation, and  should  I,  through  grace,  become  a  follower 
'of  Jesus  Christ,  I  will  be  as  |>old  in  his  service  to  warn 
poor  sinners,  as  I  have  been  active  for  Satan  to  rain 
them.  I 'shall;  .go  on  ^o^jpd  to-inorrow,  and  turn  over  a 
new  Jpafc— 7I.  don't  want  money — I  want  grace  tdvbe 
made  a  new  creature  in  Christ  Jesus, 

Bill.  English  brigs  under  French  colours !  Sam,  did 
you  ever  hear  puch  jargon?  A  methodist!  Bob  turned  a 
methodist !  what  a, joke !  We'll  haul  him  over  the  coals 
for  this.  Bob,  don't  make  a  fool  of  yourself— you  know 
you  pqn't  turn  the  hands  np  without  swearing,.>aad  Pat 
Flannagan  wont  let  you  mess  in  bisj>ertb,  without  drink-: 
ing*  ■  All  this  palaver  might  ao  very  well,  if  a  fellow 
lived  on  sl^ore;  but  we  wont  stand  'it'  in  the  Dread* 
ftqpgbt.    Come  along,  Bob. 

NOBLE  FIRMNESS. 

\lfob.    No,  mesylates,  no;  too  long  have. I  travelled 
the  dp^nwartd r0ad ;  niy  health — my  time-r— . my  money, 
and  all. I  had,. have  been  devoted  to  sin  ai*d  Satan.   My 
eyes  are  only  now  open  to  behold  how  stupidly  a  sailor 
lives,  and  how  miserably  he  dies,  and  my>  mind  is  re- 
solved to  flee,  if  possible,  from  the  wrath  to  come.    No 
longer  shall  these  polluted  lips  pour  forth  uncleanness, 
or  blaspheme  the  eternal  God. — I  am  resolved  to  seek 
foT^rcy,    The  company  and  conversation  of  my  be- 
lovetit  shipmate,. J^unes,  ire  now  only  delightful:  repent 
Qr»j>erish,  I  see,  is  {he  decree  of  Go*}.- — I  wgflt  a  broken 
&  h^artto  cry, for  pardon,;  and  shquld.I  once  obtain  this,  I 
will  come  out  from  amopg  the  wicked,  be  separate,  and 
touch  not  unclean  $nd  ifuhotymeb ;  my  determinations 
$re  fi&ed.    Farewell,  .messipates,  I  caiuaot  go  your  way, 
and  you  will  not  go  mine.    Farewell,  leave  me  to  my 
jneditations  on  the  aJU-important  concerns  of  my  precious 
and  immortal  soul. 
$<im.    AH  fyw<ls  up  a^c^or,  a-hoy- — tumble  up  ther* 
"    14"  ., 
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ooae  the  rfdre-tbp-sail  dud  dowa  wim<he  cours^s- 
be  off.    May  I  never  roll  Anoth&r  <Juid  in  mv  cue 


left  be  off  May  I  never  roll  Anoth&r  ouid  jti  my  cheek, 
if  ever  I  beard  such  lingo  befofeu  dq\  the  Dread- 
nooght'stpipe  the  hands,  turned  mgthodisX  parson !  tJh- 
reeve  my  clew-lmes,  but  this  will  be  good  fun  oh  board — - 
Come,  Tom,  let's  sheer  off — Depend^' pnt,  Bob*  we'll 
stow  you  away  in  the  hull  of  a  pumpkin,  for  this.— 
[Bill  pulling  hiiri  away.]  Stand  fast  there,  hiessmate, 
there's  a  letter  in  my  tobacco  pouch,  the  postinan  brought 
onboard  for  you,  yesterday,  {giving  lilm  a  letter  rolled 
op,  and  stained  with  tobacco  juice;]  *Good  luck  to  you, 
Bob,  in  your  pew  ship ;  we'll  bo\^l  away  for  the  grog 

Tom.  Ha!  ha!  ha!  Bob  a  hte&odistJ  Ho,  the 
Dreadfaought  a-loy.  What  d'ye  thihfc  *my  tads,  our 
boatswain's  mate's  turned  iadrift  by  tBfe  fleyit,  'and 'he's 
coming  aboard  to  preach  potatoes  ahd  cabbage  stalks ; 
arah  Pat,  here  goes,  rumble  dotne  raih>M(^^'wWs  tot  a 
row  afNorth  Corner? — [At  these  words,  away  ne  went, 
head  over  heels,  and  the  rest  followipg;  b}m  the  same 
way,  until,  clapping  one. band  fo  tjie*  gale  of  the  field, 
they  all  leaped  over,  and  were  soon  -out '  of  sight, 
shouting,  "  who  belongs  to  the  saftrdy  'Dreadnought  ? 
Huzza,  for  six  months'  pay  and  a  gallooner."] 


PIOUS  REFLECTIONS. 

Our  worthy  sailors  who  were  teft  ^ere  ido  solemnly 
affected  with  the  fatal  thoughtlessness  and  desperate 
folly  of  those  poor  hardeiied  creatilres,  to  join  in  their 
mirth  or  laugh  at  thteir  characteristic  buffoonery,  Bob 
was  seriously  alarmed  about  his  soul,  and  James  waft 
now  doubly  anxious  to  watch  iHe  dperktioris  of  the'Holy 
Ghost  in  hiB  mind,  and  enforce  the  salutary  instruction 
he  had  given.  Resumingtheir  seats  Oti  the  j£f  ass,  James 
piously  began:  "  Bldssed  GodHsticn  oncfe  jrete  we." 
0  that  we  may  have  grace  to  'ad'd,  u  Sift  W?  krfe  washed 
— but  we  are  sanctified — but  we  are  justified  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the  spirit  of  our  God 
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44  Who  maketh  us  to  differ,  and  what  have  we  that  we 
iave  not  received?19  Alas!  these  poor  wretched  men 
will  go  from  vice  to  vice,  until  fleeced,  of  their  money 
and  cursed  in  their  bodies,  they  are  laid  up  in,  the  sick 
lay,  and  either  perish  as  monuments  of  Divine  vengeance 
on  board,  or,  invalided  from,  the  service,  pine  away  a  life 
of  weakness  and  misery,  until  some  parish  workhouse  or 
filthy  dunghill  receive  their  emaciated  carcase,  unknown,  | 
v  unregarded,  and  ruined  to  all  eternity.  O  my  God !  | 
if  this  be  the  end  of  the  wicked,  may  I  always  exclaim, 
"  My  soul,  come  not  thou  into  their,  secret ! — mine  ho- 
nour, be  not  thou  united  in  their  assembly!'*  Bob's  eyes 
were  fixed  on  the  ground,  and,  after  sighing  heavily,  he 
replied,  "  Ah !  and,  but  for  you,  my  dear  brother,  I 
had  been  at  this  moment  joining  the  multitude  to  do  evil, 
and,  like  my  wicked  comrades,  plunging  headlong  into 
hell.  Often  has  my  dear  father,  when  I  was  a  boy, 
taught  me  a  verse  that  I  now  understand  better  than  I 
ever  did  before: 

.  *  O  may  I  ne'er  forget 

"  The  mercies  of  my  God, 
i  "  Nor  ever  want  a  tongue  to  spread 

"  His  loudest  praise  abroad." 

*"  This  letter  is  directed,  I  see,  to  "  Robert  P s, 

boatswain's    mate,    his    Majesty's   ship    Dreadnought, 

Cawsand  Bay,  or  elsewhere/     I  don't  know  the  hand 

writing,  but  I'll  open  it.     O  that  I  had  but  a  broken 

heart !  [opening  the  letter] ;  but  my  heart  is  so  bard  I 

cannot  weep,  and  I  cannot  pray,  though  I  see  my  danger, 

.    and  know  the  refuge  you  have  so  kindly  pointed  out  to 

'.   me.  [Starting  and  turning  pale  as  death,  while  his  trem- 

£y  bling  hand  involuntarily   dropped   the  letter.] — Good 

****  God !  it's  from  my  precious  mother.    Tears  gushed  from 

his  eyes;  his  pulse, beat  a  hundred  in  a  minute;  his 

soul  shuddered  with  strong  convictions  of  guilt;  bat, 

recovering  a  moment,  he  seized  the  letter,  and,  witji 

emotions  that  no  language  can  describe,  read — - 

14 
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THE  ALARMING  LETTER. 

94  Soutkwark.   ' 

11  My  dear  Robert,—"  Once  more,  and  for  the  last 
time,  I  venture  to  address  the  most  thoughtless,  unduti- 
ful,  and  inhuman  of  children.  It  is  now  more  than  two 
years  since  you  sent  me  a  line  to  say  you  retained  the 
least  regard  for  a  mother  who  has  never  ceased  to  love 
you  and  pray  for  you.  No  excuse  can  exculpate  you 
from  the  most  ungenerous  return,  and  the  basest  in- 
gratitude. Since  you  have  been  in  the  Channel  fleet,  1 
have  repeatedly  seen  accounts  in  the  newspapers  of  the 
Dreadnought's  arrival  at  Portsmouth  and  Plymouth  from 
the  French  coast.  » You  know  my  extraordinary  affec- 
tion for  you,  and  my  daily  anxiety  on  your  account. — * 
Had  this  merely  respected  your  body,  I  merited  the 
common  attention  of  an  answer  to  my  letters  ;  but  you 
veil  knew  my  regards  were  of  a  more  spiritual  and  ex- 
tensive nature.  You  knew  the  dearest  interests  of  your 
precious  soul  occupied  my  ceaseless  wrestlings  with 
God,  and  the  tenderest  affections  of  my  inmost  soul. 
To  me  your  dying  father  bequeathed  that  eternally  mo- 
mentous subject :  '  Mary/  said  he,  when  gasping  for 
breath  in  the  swellings  of  Jordan,  '  O  my  beloved  wife ! 
partner  of  my  sympathies  and  my  joys!  think,  O  think, 
I  charge  you,  of  our  wretched,  but  much-loved  boy, 
Robert.  Unhappy  child!  Oh!  shall  we  see  him  at  the 
left  hand  of  Christ  ?,  Must  he  awake  in  hell?  God  for- 
bid, God  forbid.' — How  did  his  labouring  breast  heave 
with  agony,' while  the  tears  trickled  down  his  cheek,  as 
I  (racked  with  severest  tortures)  supported  his  dying 
head  on  my  bosom,  and  wiped  away  the  clammy  sweat 
that  bedewed  his  cheek !  lie  struggled  hard,  and  once 
more  spoke,  '  Mary,  my  love,  hear  your  husband's  last, 
fcu  only  request :  pity,  O  pity,  my  poor  wandering  boj ; 
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never,  for  God's  sake,  never  forget  him  at  a  throne  of 
grace.    Alas !    I  know  not  where  he  now  is.      He  has 
treated  me—"    Hare  his  grief  was  unutterable.     He 
sobbed  aloud.     *  He  has   treated  me,  his  poor  aged 
father,  with  that  blasphemous  scorn  I  can  never  forget 
These  hands  have  worked  hard  to  feed  and  clothe  him. 
These  feet  have  walked  miles  to  serve  him ;  and  this 
heart  has  bled  in  'secret  for  him.    He  has  wrung  the 
heart  of  my  beloved  Mary,   his   tender  mother,  and 
pierced  her  soul  through  with  many  sorrows.     But  1 
forgive  him.     Yes,  my  love,  tell  him  his  dying  father 
forgave  him.     O  that  *God  Almighty  may  pardon  the 
wrong  he  has  <}one  me !     Adieu,  my  dear  wife !    God 
bless  you  for  aH  your  kind  attentions  to  this  poor  worn- 
out  body !    Kiss  me,  ihy  love :  farewell !  we  shall  meet 
again  in  glory  \   but,  O  reniember — I  charge  you,  re- 
member my  poor  dear  boy  !'    Absorbed  in.  grief,  I  for- 
got for  a  moment  that  he  was  silent,  until,  opening  my 
swollen  eye-lids,  I  beheld  his  ghastly  appearance;  found 
his  spirit  had  fled ;  and,  with  a  shriek  of  agony,  dropped 
his  head  upon  the  pillow ;  sunk  upon  his  cold  face,  and 
cried,  *  Thomas,  my  dear  Thomas !   O  art  thou  gone  V 
Bereft  of  sense  and  feeling  for  three  days,  I  was  at  last 
roused  to  a  knqwledge  of  my  condition ;   and  on  my 
ktlees  vowed  to  fulfil  this  dying  bequest,  and  labour, 
without  ceasing,  to  bring  my  ebftd  to  Christ ;  but — ." 
[With  extreme  difficulty,  the  most  passionate  exclama- 
tions, and  pungent  sorrow,  Bob  had  read  thus  far,  when 
the  violence  of  his  feelings  completely  overpowered  him, 
and  he  sunk  to  the  ground,  in  silent  but  expressive  grief 
and  overwhelming  horror.] 

James,  *  deeply  affected,  snatched  the  letter  from  Us 
motionless  hand,  and,  with  the  deepest  interest  and  the 
utmost  alarm  for  Bob,  hastily  run  his  eye  oyer  it,  until 
he  Veached  the  death  of  the  father,  when  a  cry- of  horror 
from.  Bob  arrested  his  attention  ;'and,  grasping  his  hands, 
he  beheld:  the  quivering  of  his'  lip  and  the  roiling  of  his 
eyo-Wl  with  grief  and  «dfemay.  A  sudden  shower  of 
tearg>now  burst  from  thh?.  distressed  sailor ;  and  James, 
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finding  big  tears  Afforded  relief  *rM  F<&tfv£ted  hkh  fhwfl 
the  shock  his  feelings  had  ?0c£ivfcd,  kneeted  down 
by  his  side,  and,  with  the  deepest  nu&iffity,  impfored 
auflignty  grace  to  save  and  support  the  soul  of  poor  Bob, 
that  he  might  reap  in  joy,  thrdugh  &  ftfoAe  of  pardon  by. 
Hie  precious  Mood  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Bob  had  well  known  the  concert*  of  his  father  ftr^ 
Mm,  and  had  heard  the  substance  of  Ms  account  be-' 
fore;  but  he  was  now  so  different  a  man/  #nd  tha 
fight  which  bad  broken  upon  his  mind  produced  such, 
powerful  convictions  of  his  enormous  guilt,  that  no- 
thing but  the  almighty  arm  of  hhta  Who  rf&ys,  "  1 
wound  and  I  heal/'  could  have  upheld  hiin  in  the  pa- 
roxysm of  sorrow  this  letter  had  excited.  For  some 
minutes  he  continued  bathed  in  tears  tfith  his  face  on 
the  ground,  crying  in  the  most  pathetic  way  for  mercy 
and  forgiveness.  Regaining  a  little  Strength,  arid  con- 
siderably encouraged  by  the  coh&iatfeity  Remarks  of 
James,  he  ventured  now  to  j6ok  at  tbg  fetter  again,  and 
read,  "  But  what  have  I  received  fo*  all  this  ariiiety  of 
mind  on  your  account?  the  coldest  neglect  and  the 
cruellest  indifference :  was  it  for  this  I  brought  you  into 
tie  world  with  so  much  sorrow?  for  tMs  did  I  vtateh  s4 
many  days  and  nights  over  your  cradle,  when  all  hope 
that  you  would  live  was  taken  away?  for  this  did  I 
train  you  up  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  lead  you  to  his 
house  in  your  youth  ?  for  this  have  I  passed  such  weeks 
of  sorrow  and  wretchedness  during  all  the  storms  and 
battles  you  have  encountered  for  years  in  the  navy? 
Ton  well  knew  my  affection  for  you.  You  was  fully 
aware  that  an  ill  word  or  an  unkind  action  from  you  was 
worte  than  a  dagger  from  any  one  else !  Well,  Robert, 
the  time  is  now  passed ;  I  have  loved  ^ou  too  well ;  I 
have  almost  idolized  you ;  because  si  secret  something 
often  whispered  you  would  yet  become  a  child  of  God ! 
The  season  of  mercy,  however,  appears  mow  passed ; 
and  with  a  heart  broken  by  your  cruel  conduct,  and  $ 
body  wasted  to  a  skeleton,  I  feel  myself  in  die  embraces 
of  death,  and  following  vour  lather  with  astonishing 
14 
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THE  WALK  FROM  THE  FIELDS. 

Iftmes.  HdW  gracious  and  appropriate  is  that  pre* 
ciouflf  passage,  H  A  broken  and  a  contrite  heart,  O  God, 
thou  wilt  Hot  despise."  Well  might  a  worthy  minister' 
say,  if  ever  there  is  silence  in  heaven,  and  the  harps  and 
songs  of  aikgels  cease  for  a  moment,  it  is  when  thel 
Almighty  l&tens  to  the  groans  and  tears  of  a  repentantl 
sinner.  Let  me,  says,  he  to  such  a  one,  hear  thy  voice  a 
let  me  see  thy  countenance;  for  sweet  is  thy  voiced 
though  "broken  With  heart-reriding  sighs  and  grief fl 
find  thy  countenance,  "  though  suffused  with  blushes] 
and  'whelmed  with  tears,  is  comely ."  O  my  brother! 
what  bursts  of  praise  must  succeed  such  silence,  when 
the  joy  of  heaven  is  expressed  for  but  one  sinner  that 
repents. 

Bob.  Ah !  could  I  but  believe  my  repentance  to  be 
the  work  of  God,  and  hear  my  pardon  pronounced  by 
him,  this  wouM  be  conffort  indeed  ;  but  stfrely  my  sins 
are  too  great,  tod  many  to  be  fbtgfrea !  My  mother ! 
my  father!  Alas!  cfcn  God  fergivfc?  Wtfttch  that  I 
am !  Is  it  possible  for  me  to  be  saved  ?  Surely  it  can- 
not, will  not  be. 

James.  Had  I  the  tongue  of  men  and  angel*,  E  wauld 
assert,  i-haf  he  is  able  to  sfcvg  tb  the  very  ttttermftst ;  ami 
had  I  ten  thousand  souls,  I  Would  venter*  {hem  all 
upon  the  willingness  of  him  Who  "  came  Into  the 
world  to  save  sinners,  of  Whom  I  am  chief."  Come. 
iny  brother,  let  us  hasted  to  flte  house  of  God ;  and  as 
that  good  man,  the  KeV.  IsfaSah  Lovestt&t,  is  to  preach 
this  night,  we  sh&Il  hear  something  more  fully  on  this 
subject." 

s'  Bob.    Btat  wfH  fliey  let  a  Wicked  sfcllor,  lika  tte»  go 

into  sut/h  a  place?  Lord,  I  an  not  worthy  to  speak  to 

•  a  good  man.    O,  if  my  poor  dear  mother  is  yet  alive* 

[weeps],  and  if  she  did  but  knuw  where  her  wretched 
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ton  is  bottnd,  what  a  night  of  joy  would  tkis  be  to  her 
precious  soul  1    Shipmate,  stand  by  me  m  the  meeting 
place,  for  t  shall  be  ashamed  to  answer  any  of  the  good . 
people  if  they  speak  to  mo.  , 

James.  How  astonishing,  that  we  should  be  bold  ano! 
fearless  in  the  service  of  sin  and  Satan,  and  timid  and 
bashful  in  the  engagements  of  piety! 

"  Jesus*  and  shall  it  ever  be, 

"  A  mortal  man  ashamed  of  thee; 

"  No,  when  I  blush,  be  this  my  shame, 

"  That  I  no  more  revere  thy  name." 

Fear  not,  my  brother,  call  upon  Jesus  in  the  day  of 
trouble,  and  you  shall  glorify  him.  May  you  never  be 
ashamed  of  any  thing  in  future,  but  sin. 

r  * 

THE  CHAPEL. 

Arrived  in  Morrice  square,  they  enter  the  chapel. 
The  service  had  just  began,  James  led  his  companion, 
who  was  greatly  confounded,  to  the  table  pew — the 
minister  was  giving  out,  ' 

"  Come,  ye  sinners,  poor  and  wretched, 
"  Weak  and  wounded,  sick  and  sore ; 
"  Jesus,  ready,  stands  to  save  you, 
.    "  Full  of  pity,  joined  with  power ; 
"  He  is  able,  lie  is  willing — doubt  no  more.**-  - 


Bob  trembles  and  prays.  James  weeps  and  sings  for 
joy.  The  language  of  Ibis  hymn  was  not  quite  new  to 
Bob,  but  never  before  had  he  known,  the  heauty  of  its 
sentiments,  or  the  sweetness  of  its  invitations.  The 
sounds  appeared  celestial  indeed,  and  the  language 
seemed  to  him  from  God.  For  a  moment  he  could 
scarcely  believe  but  all  that  had  taken  place  was  a  dream. 
A  thousand  things  rushed  through  has  mind  with  sur- 
prising velocity.  The  scene  around  him  carried  back 
his  thoughts  to  his  youthful  days,  when  ho  sat  with  his 
father  and  mother  in  London,  under  their  beloved  pastor, 
and  joined  in  singing  the  songs  of  Zioa*  T£he  horrid 
course  of  iniquity  he  had  ran  for  the  last  twenty  years' 
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— 4iis  bold  and  daring  licentiousness — his  baae  and 
cruel  conduct  to  his  honoured ,  parents — '-their  just,  bat 
poignant  reproaches — his  recent  cruize  oh  shore— tte 
meeting  with  James — the  three  days'  conversation- 
he  letter  from  his.  mother — -the  horror  and  agony  of  bis 
soul,  and  the  situation  in  which  he  was  now  placed ;  all' 
these  things  combined  to  produce  such  a  conflict  of 
feeling,  that  he  was  ready  to  exclaim,  "  Lord,  and  am  I 
yet  alive?  not  in  torments — not  in  hell!" 

THE  CHAPTER. 

The  chapel  was  filled  with  dock-yard  men,  and  re- 
spectable tradesmen  with  their  families ;  and,  having 
finished  singing,  the  minister  read  Luke  xv.  Nothing 
could  be  more  applicable  to  Bob  than  this  parable  of 
the  Prodigal  Son :  he  was  particularly  struck  with  the 
17th  verse,  "  When  he  came  to  himself,  he  said,  I  will 
arise  and  go  to  my  father,  and  say  unto  him,  Father,  I 
have  sinned  against  Heaven  anil  before  thee,  and  am 
no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  son."  The. conduct  of 
the  prodigal,  and  the  reception  he  met  with  from  his 
father,  filled  the  eyes  of  Bob  with  tears,  and  a  ray  of 
hone  shot  through  the  gloom  that  oppressed  his  soul. 

THE  PRAYER. 

Prayer  followed  the  reading  of  this  chapter ;  and  it 
pleased  that  God  who  teaches  to  pray,  so  to  influence 
the  heart  of  Mr.  Lovesoul,  as  to  fix  his  mind  and  ex- 
pand his  ideas,  particularly  on  the  subject  of  returning 
penitents  ;  with  uncommon  earnestness  he  went  over  Itu- 
particulars  of  the  parables  he  had  read,  turned  them  all 
into  prayer,  and,  with  bowels  yearning  over  poor  sinners, 
he  cried,  while  his  tears  covered  the  cushion  of  the 
pulpit,  "  Lord,  make  bare  thine  arm-r — let  this  be  the 
ntght  of  thy  power — awaken  the  thoughtless,  forgive  the 
penitent,  and  comfort  those  that*  mourn  with  an  inward 
and  abiding  sense  of  their  interest  in  the  love  of  Christ. 
Let  there  be  joy  in  heaven  this  night  to  the  praise  of  .the 


1* 

glory  of  thy  grace."  Bob  was  astonished  at  such 
language,  and  his  heart  faintly  but  sincerely  joined  with 
these  suitable  and  impressive  supplications.  The  deacon 
now  gave  out  Hymn  355^  Rippon's  Selection.     . 


a 


\  * 


Come,  humble  sinners,  in  whose  breast , 
"  A  thousand  thoughts  revolve ; 
"  Come,  with  your,  guilt  and  fear  opprest, 
"  And  make  this  last  resolve: 

"  111  go  to  Jesus,  tho'  my  sin 
'  "  Hath  like  a  mountain  rose ; 
"  I  know  his  courts,  111  enter"  in, 
"  Whatever  may  oppose."  ; 

r 

Bob  started.  Surely  (he  cried)  that  is  to  me :  Lord, 
what  art  thou  about  to  do  for  a  vile  sinner,  who  deserves 
only  to  perish  eternally?  Surely  thou  canst  save;  but, 
O  Lord,  wilt  thou  pardon  a  wretch  so  guilty  f — The 
hymn  closed,  and  the  minister  announced  his  text  in 
Matt,  xviii,  32. 


THE  SERMON. 

"  I  forgave  thee  all  that  debt,  because  thou  deshredst 

After  very  pertinent  remarks  on  the  occasion  and 
the  general  scope  of  this  parable,  he  observed  that  he 
should 

I.  Consider  the  character  and  danger  of  a  sinner. 

II.  Examine  how  it  is  possible  for  a  just  God  to  for* 
give  such  a  one. 

III.  Notice  the  manner  in  which  he  usually  bestawf 
his  pardon. 

1st,  He  viewed  man  as  a  debtor  to  God,  and  stated 
the  nature  of  sin,  as  a  debt,  the  magnitude  of  this  debt 
10,000  talents,  about  one  million  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-five  thousand  pounds  sterling ;  this  was  intended 
to  show  that  we  were  infinitely  indebted  to  God.  He 
then  noticed  the  insolvency  of  man-—"  he  had  not  to 
pay" — that  is,  ha  had  nothing  to  pay.  The  danger  that 
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followed,  he  solemnly  described  from  Matt.  v.  25,  26. 
"  The  adversary  will  deliver  thee  to  the  Judge,  and  the 
judge  delker  thee  to  the  officer,  and  thou  be  cast  into 
prison.  Verily  I  Say  unto  thee,  thou  shalt  by  no  means 
come  out  thence,  till  thou  hast  paid  the  uttermost 
farthing."-  And  as  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  fallen  man 
to  satisfy  the  demands  of  infinite  justice,  his  punishment 
in  hell  must  be  eternal.  This  conducted  him,  by  some 
suitable  transitions,  to 

2dly,  The  divine  plan  of  forgiveness.  A  few  remarks 
were  offered  on  the  impossibility  of  God  forgiving  a 
sinner,  by  a  mere  ael  of  mercy,  as  many  vainly  suppose; 
and  the  origin  of  pardon  was  beautifully  stated,  viz.  the 
sovereign  companion  of  the  Almighty.  Then  the  equity 
of  forgiveness,  that  be  could,  consistent  With  his  holiness, 
•troth,  and  justice,  forgive  the  thief  of  sinners.  Here  a 
large  field  opened  before  the  speaker,  and  he  entered 
•upon  it  with  the  utmost  pathos  and  energy;  Iris  heart 
warmed  as  he  sgake  of  the  substitution,  obedience, 
atonement,  sufferings,  death,  and  exaltation  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  his  doctrines  distilled  as  the  dew,  or 
as  showers  on  the  new  mown  "grass.  Every  heart  was 
Relighted  with  the  beauty  and  propriety  of  the  divine 
scheme  for  human  redemption,  and  hundreds  rejoiced  to 
heftr  again  *nd  again  proved  ami  affirmed  that  God  was 
just,  and  yefcttoe  justifier  of  the  Ungodly.  Hie  preacher 
then  adverted  to  the  extent  of  this  forgiveness,  even  to 
10,000  talents,  on  all  ^manner  of  sin  and  wickedness,  for 
"  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  cleanseth  from  all  sin." 
Glowing  with  holy  wonder  and  admiration,  he  exclaimed, 
What! 

"  Crimes  of  such  horror  to  forgive! 
"  Such  guilty  daring  worms  to  spare  1 
t  ,4  This  is  thy  grand  prerogative, 

"  And  none  shall  in  the  honour  fear*." 

Who  is  a  God  like  unto  thee,  4b At  pardoneth  iniquity 
and  passeth  by  the  transgression  of  the  remnant  of  his 
heritage  ?  O  brethren,  rejoice !  "  lie  will  tern  again ; 
he  will  hdVe  eompusfcion  topon  us ;   ha  will*  subdue  our 
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iniquities :  and  thou  wilt  cart  fell  otir  sins  ifcto  the  depths 
of  die  .sea."  The  mind  of  Bob  was  deeply  impressed 
with  the  minister's  reasoning  under  the  first  division  of 
this  discourse,  and  resting  his  inching  head  upon  his 
hand,  he  cried  inwardly,  with  genuine  sorrow  for  siri< — 
"  Lord,  I  am  the  into— I  hare  contracted  this  immense 
debt— -O  God!  I  have  nothing  to  pay,  and  how 
righteously  mightest  thou  cast  me  into  the  prison  of  hell 
for  ever  and  ever  !*  Daring  the  explanation  under  the 
second  head,  Bob  was  ail  attention ;  lis  heart  throbbed 
between  hope  and  fear — -his 'eyes  glistened  with  tears  as 
he  ventured  to  look  upward  to  the  pulpit,  while  amaze- 
ment at  the  wonders-  of  redemption  filled  iris  whole  soul. 
Now  he  heard  illustrated  arid  confirmed,  with  all  the  ad- 
vantage of  emphasis  and  action,  all  that  James  had 
taught  him  in  Stake  Fields ;  and  while  the  holy  man  of 
God,  with  extraordinary  ardour  and  the  tenderest  yearn- 
ings of  affection  for  his  congregation,  enforced  the  un- 
paralleled lore  and  matchless  excellence  of  Jesus  Christ, 
a  sweet  savour  diffused  itself  through  the  heart  of  Bob, 
like  ointment  poured  forth.  Often  would  a  something 
whisper  to  him — "  How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains 
are  the  feet  Df  him  that  publisheth  glad  tidings  to  perish- 
ing sinners!"  He  loved  the  zealous  herald  of  salvation, 
M  for  his  work's  sake." 

Arrested,  for  a  moment,  in  this  delightful  train  of 
thought,  Bob  experienced  on  a  sudden  the  desponden- 
cies of  unbelief.  With  down-cast  eyes  be  reasoned, 
Ah !  this  is  all  well  for  people  on  shore ;  but  it  does  not 
belong  to  me.  I  have  been  a  drunken  vile  wretch,  be* 
yond  any  in  this  place.  I  have  been  a  vile  ungrateful 
villain.  O  God!  my  mother !  my  poor  agonizing  mother! 
Be  paused.  Well,  perhaps  she's  alive,  and  praying  for 
her  abandoned  child.  Lord,  hear  her  .cries  for  my  poor 
guilty  soul. 

The  preacher  bad  just  announced— 

3dly,    The  manner  in  which  God  usually  bestows  this 

inestimable  blessing  of  forgiveness.      He  remarked,  in 

general,  that  it  was  through  his  beloved.  Son,  who  had 

all  power  in  heaven  and  earth,  in  whom  dwelt  all  th* 
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fulness  of  God*  a»d  who  was  exalted  as  a  Prince  and  a 
Saviour,  to  give  repentance  and  forgiveness  of  sins. — 
Our  text,  said  he,  hints  at  prayer — "  thou  desiredst 
me" — now  prayer  presupposes   faith,   "  for  he   that 
cometk  unto  God  must  believe  tliat  he  is,  and  that  he 
is  the  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  seek  him."     He 
spoke  most  delightfully  on  faith  as  the  full  credit  of  the 
soul  to  the  report  of  the  gospel  concerning  Christ,  in  all 
his  offices,  work,  power,  and  grace.  ,  He  described  it 
also  as  the  entire  surrender  of  all,  the  concerns  of  the 
soul  into  the  hands  of  Jesus  Christ  for  salvation,  justi- 
fication, and  glorification;  and  finally,  as  the  exercise  of 
unbounded  confidence  on  the  promises  of  God's  holy 
word,  respecting  Christ,  and  redemption  through  him. 
He  next  treated  on  prayer,  observing,  God,  delights  to 
honour  prayer ;  it  is  said,  "  because  of  his  importunity," 
as  in  the  text,  not  because  of  any  merit  in  it,  but  be- 
cause this  was  the   appointed  way  in  which  his  holy 
Spirit  conducted  the  redeemed  to  bim,  and  the  medium 
through  which  he  conveyed  their  interest  in  the  redemp- 
tion of  fcs  son,  and  the.  peace  arising  from  a  sense  of 
forgiveness.     This  he  illustrated  by  various  instances, 
as    Bartimeus, — Magdalen, — -the  .  thief,— and   Saul, 
He  then  applied  the  subject  to  all  present,  pressing  and 
inviting, 

"  Yea,  let  the,  rilest  come  to  him, 
:  "  Who :  a  vile  thief  did  once  redeem ; 
"  Hearts,  base  as  hell,  he  can  controul, '  • 
"  And  spread  new  powers  throughout  the  whole/' 

i '  ■  '  '  * 

i  ,  Be  not  afraid — only  believe — only  ask,  it  shall  be 
'given.     Come  simply  to  Christ- — come  just  as  you  are 
|  —no  money — no  price,— ^-full,  free,  rich,  glorious,  and 
eternal  forgiveness — now  is  the  accepted  tune,    , 

"  O  let  us  seize  the  present  hour, 
"  To-morrow  death  may  come." 

He  noticed  the  necessity  of  forgiving  others,  as  God 
for  Christ's  sake  has  pardoned  us;  and  finished  with   a 
most  animated  appeal  to  all  believers,  on  the  boundless 
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grace  and  everlasting  love  of  God,  which  they,  insolvent, 
pardoned,  and  justified,  would  soon  extol,  with  "  raptoie 
all  divine,7*  amid  the  blaze  of  eternal  glory  ;  where 

. »  . 
4i  The  ransomed  nations  bow 

"  Before  the  Saviour*  s  face ; 

"  Joyful  their  radiant  crowns  they  throw, 

*  Overwhelm'd  with  grace. 

"  He  shews  his  scars  of  love, 

"  They  kindle  to  a  flame, 
"  And  sound,  thro'  all  the  worlds  above, 

"  The  slaughtered  Lamb." 

BOB  REJOICING  IN  CHRIST  JEStJS.        ' 

So  powerful  and  effectual  were  the  influences  of  the 

Holy  Ghost  on  the  heart  of  Bob,  under  this  application, 

that  he  was  enabled  to  believe  with  confidence  in  Christ, 

and  rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory.  How 

great  was  his  surprise  when  he  looked  within,  and  cried, 

M  What!  saved,  Lord  ?   Bob  saved !  a  vile,  guilty  wretch 

like  me,   saved!    O  Lord,  what  can   I,  what  shall  I 

render  ?  Lord,  take  my  whole  heart — Lord,  T  am  thine 

for  ever.     Blessed  be  the  moment  I  met  with'  thy.  dear 

servant  in  the  street.     Blessed  be  the  hour  ha  took  me 

to  the  fields*     Blessed  be  the  hand  tHat  brought  me  the 

letter  from  my  dear  mother,  and  doubly  blessed  the 

precious  hand  that  wrote.     O  blessed  for  ever  be  thy 

dear  servant  who  has  so  comforted  my  troubled  soul  this 

night;  and  above  all,  blessed — -eternally  blessed,  be  thy 

sovereign  grace,  which  has  given  this  peace  and  joy  to 

my  soul,  through  Christ  my  holy  and  beloved  Redeemer." 

James  had  silently  watched  the  workings  of  Bob's  soul, 

and,  with  ten  thousand  ejaculatory  prayers,  implored  the 

faBest  revelation  of  mercy  to  his  soul.  /  To  his,  surprise 

and  joy,  he  saw,  as  the  sermon  closed,  gratitude,  peace, 

love,  bliss,  and  triumph  seated  on  the  countenance  of 

Bob,  and  his  heart  was  ready  to  burst  with  .grateful 

emotions  to  his  God  and  Father  for  these  prompt  and 

glorious  displays  of  compassion,  faithfulnessr  and  mercy. 
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These  mutual  gratifications  were  interrupted  by  the 
minister,  with  joy  beaming  in  his  face,  reading,  and  the 
people  singing  the  following  lines : 

"  Angels  andnien  resign  their  claim 

"  To  pity,  mercy,  love,  and  grace ; 
"  These  glories  crown  Jehovah's  name 
'    "  With  an  incomparable  blaze. 
"  In  wonder  lost,  with  trembling  joy, 

"  We  take  the  pardon  of  our  God ; 
"  Pardon  for  crimes  of  deepest  dye, 

"  A  pardon  sealed  with  Jesus'  blood. 
"  Who  is  a  pardoning  God  like  thee, 
"  Or  who  has  grace  so  rich  and  free  V* 

When  the  services  were  closed*  James  was  recognized 
by  four  pious  men,  who  kindly  enquired  after  his  health, 
and  offered  to  .accompany  him  to  the  Jiouse-.of  Mr.  Gra- 
cious, where  they  knew  he  lodged  whenever  he  slept  on 
shore.  James  gratefully  accepted  the  offer,  and  intro- 
duced Bob  to  them,  as  a  brother  seaman  seeking  the 
Lord.  He  was,  of  course,  welcomed  to  the  house  of 
God,  and  every  one  offered  up  a  fervent  prayer  for 
his  soul.  They  walked  on,  sweetly  conversing  of  the 
wonders  of  that  grace  which  saves  the  chief  of  sin* 
ners ;  Mr.  Gracious  soon  joined  them,  after. taking  leave 
of  Mr.  Lovesoul,  whose  health  he  had  tenderly  enquired 
after  in  the  vestry*  and  for  whose  encouraging  sermon 
he  had  expressed  his  sincere  thanks. 


TOE  SOCIAL  MEETING. 

■ 

Mrs.  Gracious  was  a  most  eminent  instance  of  British 
hospitality  and  Christian  piety,  and  never  felt  more 
happy  than  in  the  serious  conversation,  of  a  few  friends, 
who  frequently  met  at  her  house  in  the  evening,  after  the 
toils  of  the  day  and  the  weekly  lecture.  The  well-known 
knock  soon  announced  her  worthy  husband  and  friends, 
fast  whose  reception  she  had  hastened  home  from  chapel, 
as  soon!  as  the  service  was  ended.  After  being  seated 
in  a  plain  neat  room,  Mr.  Gracious  began  by  observing, 
the  text  of  «"*  d«»»r  pastor  this  evening  was  so  apposite 
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to  my  feelings,  tins,  day,  that  my,  attention  was  roused^ 
and  I  eagerly  drank  in  every  word  he  said;  while 
heart  set  to  its  seal  that  all  was  true* 

Mr.  Serious,  I  wa&  solemnly  impressed  with  the.  im- 
mensity of  my  debt,  as  a  poor  sinner;  and  w,ept.  with 
satisfaction  and  gratitude  to  hear  of:  that  blessed  pro* 
vision  in  the  gQspel,  to  pay  the  enormous  price  and  re- 
deem my  captive  soul  from,  eternal  chains'  and  black 
despair. 

Mr.  Peni&ewx,.  What  bath  God  wrought  for  our 
guilty  souls !  O  what  an  infinite  mercy,  that  help  was 
bid  upon  one  that  was  mighty,  and  that  oar  blessed 
surety  died  for  us,  exclaiming,  "  Jt  is  finished  f 

Mr.  Faithful*  Adored,  for  ever,  be  that  Redeemer 
who  bore  ogr  ains  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree,  and  now 
proclaims  pardon  for  the  vilest  of  singers,  without  money 
•and  without  price.. 

Ja,mei>  Hpw  was 1  strode  with  the  whole  procedure! 
Mao,  a  vile  insolvent  debtor,  doomed  to  everlasting 
wrath :  CJod,  the  injured  creditor,  giving  up.  his  owp* 
Son  to  bleed  and  die  for  the  miserable  wretch,  that  he 
ought  shew,  mercy  without  prejudice  to  his  justice.: 
Christ,  the  blessed  surety,  undertaking  the  cause  ot 
ttteu  creatures,  working  out  complete  righteousness, 
•ffers  up  his  soul  as  a  ransom— ^-his  blood  as  the  price 
-—dying,  rising,  nailing  the  handwriting  to  the,  cross, 
ascending  to  heaven  as  our  Great  High  Priest,  to  atone 
and  plead  ;  exalted  to  give  repentance — sending  out 
,  a  few  poor  fishermen  to  preach  the  gospel  to  all  nations 
sod,  what  crowns  the  whole,  proposing  and  dispensing 
*U  the  blessings  of  salvation  and  glory  ^t  the  single,  but 
ttrnest,  request  of  any  and  every  poor  willing  sinner ; 
*nd  then  honouring  that  prayer,  his  own  blessed  and 
almighty  Spirit  dictated,  by  saying,  "  because  thou  de- 
•fredst  me.      Well  may  mortals  exclaim, 

"  Words  are  but  air,  and  tongues  but  clay; 
"  But  thy  compassion's  all  divine." 

[Addressing  himself  to  his  fellow  seaman.]  Well,  my 
iwakened  brother,  I  trOst  you  can  now  say,  with  blessed 
14 
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Paul,  that  "  the  latf  of  the  spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus 
haih  made  me  free  from  the  lav  of  sin  and  death.*"  How 
anxious  have  I  been  that  you  should  be  convinced  that 
M;  what' the  law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was  weak  through 
the  flesh,  God,  sending  his  own  Son  in  the  likeness  of 
sinful  flesh,  and  for  sin  condemned  sin  in  the  flesh,* 
hath. gloriously  accomplished;  and  this,  my  dear  ship- 
mate, was  the  grand  end  in  view,  "  that  the  righteousness 
of  the  law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us/'  (through  our  divine 
surety's  perfect  obedience),  "  who  walk  not  after  the 
flesh  but  after  the  spirit/9 

Boh*  O  what  a  world  of  wonders  have  I  been 
brought  into !  Surely  I  am,  as  that  blessed  minister  de- 
clared, "a  netf  creature  in  Christ  Jesus*;"  old  things  are 
passed  away,  and  all  things  are  become  new.  I  see 
with  new  eyes*  I  hear  with  new  ears*  I  possess  a  new 
heart*  and  I  speak  with  a  new  tongue*  Praises,  eternal 
praises,  be  to  that  God,  who  condescended  to  notice  so 
worthless  a  sinner,  and;  conducted  me  to  hea*  these 
glorious  things  this  blessed  night.  [His  eyes  glistened 
with  tears  of  joy  as  he  spoke.  :  Enquiries  from  all 
quarters  pressed  upon  James  respecting  this  new  ac- 
quaintance; and,  eager  to  gratify  his  pious  friends,  he 
related  alt,  to  the  no  small  astonishment  <of  every  one 
present.]  '     . 

.       J4  ... 
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FIFTH  DAY. 


3fr.  Gracious.  Brother,  we  liave  seen  strange 
tilings  to-day.  If,  as  our  Lord  observes,  "  there  is  joy 
in  heaven  over  one  sinner  that  repentetb,"  let  us,  as 
"  his  neighbours  and  friends,"  rejoice  with  him  over  that 
sheep  which  he  had  lost. 

He  instantly  bowed  his  knees ;  his  friends  followed 
his  example,  and  jointly  poured  out  their  hearts  in 
prayer  and  praise  for  this  additional  trophy  of  divine 
mercy,  intreating  that  he  and  James  might  prove  an 
eternal  blessing' to  the  crews  ofi^eir  several  ships ;  and 
prayiug  that  the  navy  might  have  many  snch  seamen 
to  check  its  dreadful  profaneness,  and  augment  its 
piety/ 

The.  evening  closed  with  this  solemn  exercise;  each 
one  retired  to  his  home,  exclahjpitog  with  profcohdest 
awe,  "  What  hath  God  wronghtP 

The  following  morning,  Bob,  who  had  slept  at  James's 
lodgings,  arose  early,  his  heart  filled  tfith  the1  most 
grateful  emotions,  and  hastened  to  despatch  u  letter  by 
ttti  post  to  his  afflicted  mother,  with  the  interesting 
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detail  of  his  conversion.      Having  finished  this,  and 
joined  in  family  devotion,  Jam**?  took  an  affectionate 
leave  of  Bob  and  harried  to  Mutton  Cove,  promising 
to  visit  the  Dreadnought  the  first  opportunity.     Boats 
from  the  Royal  George  had  been  early  on  shore  this 
morning,  and  were  now  preparing  to  leave  the  beach, 
as  the  ship  was  ordered  to  join  the  Channel  fleet,  oif 
Ushant     James  was  well  received  by  the  lieutenant, 
who  easily  excused  his  stay  on  shore,  (as  he  had  visited 
the  beach  early  every  morning),  and  embarked  in  the 
Captains  barge.     James  sat  in  the  stern  sheets,  en- 
joying with  tears  of  gratitude  the  sweet  reflections  that 
his  cruise  on  shore  yielded:  praying  that  God  would 
keep  poor   Bob   through  faith  unto  salvation.     The 
top-sails  of  the  Royal  George  were  already  loose,  and 
tbe  vessel  ready  for  a  start  in  Cawsand  Bay,  when  they 
run  up  alongside.    The  anchor  was  soon  tripped,  boats 
hoisted  in,  and  the   vessel  under >  weigh  passing    tbe 
Ram  Head*    James  had  a  blessed  company  of  pious 
men  he  had  collected  in  the  ship;  and  in  the  dog- 
watch, from  6  to  8,  p.  m.  he  took  an  opportunity  of 
relating  the  wonderful  conversion  of  Bob.    The  effect 
produced  may  easily  be  conceived ; .  after  which  an 
hour  was  spent  in  the  starboard  wing,  earnestly  pray- 
ing that  he  might  "  hold  on  his  way,  and  wax  stronger 
and  stronger." 

THE  BOAT. 

Bob  had  walked  to  North  Corner,  and.  learnt  from 
the  Dreadnought's  boat-keeper  that  she  was  ordered  to 
Cawsand  Bay,  and  would  sail  at  one,  p.  m.  He  em* 
braced  the'  interval  to  purchase  some  tea,  sugar,  and 
other  necessaries,  with  that  money  which,  bnt  for 
James,  would  have  been  entirely  squandered  upon  the 
vilest  characters.  He  attended  the  beach  at  IX,  a.  m. 
and  assisted  in  helping  on  board  many  of  his  drunken 
shipmates,  whom  the  officers  were  driving  down  from 
the  public  houses.  Returning  from  the  boat;  Bill,  who 
had  given  him  the  letter  from,  his  mothe*   was  led 
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down  between  two  of  tbe  red  cutter'3  crew,  with  hit 
head  cut  in  several  places,  and  his  body  shockingly 
bruised,  in  au  affray  the  past  night  at'  a  dancing-room. 
In  a  few  minutes  Sam  staggered  down  to  the  boat, 
robbed  of  all  his  money  and  clothes,  bat  a  shirt  and  a 
pair  of  trowsers.  About  12,  Tom  was  brought  down, 
blasting  his  limbs,  and  calling  for  damnation  upon  a 
Spanish  *  sailor,  who  had  plunged  a  knife  into  his  arm 
tbe  preceding  evening  during  a  drunken  frolic.  It  is 
oot  easy  to  conceive  the  emotions  of  Bob's  soul  during 
all  these  varied  scenes.  Astonishment,  love,  and  thank-' 
fulness  could  only  be  expressed  by  his  tears  and  his 
secret  breathings,  as  he  beheld  the, horrid  circumstances. 
of  bis  abandoned  shipmates.  Tbe  officers  hastened  to 
the  beach ;  Bob  jumped  into  the  stern  of  the  blue  cutter, 
as  the  cockswain  had  drunk  too  freely,  and  steered  them 
alongside  his  old  ship,  which  he  beheld  with  mingled 
feelings  of  repentance  and  gratitude.  Having  xast  off 
their  moorings,  they  dropped  down  Hamoaze,  and  soon 
came  to  an  anchor  in  Cawsand  Bay.  His  duty  as  boat- 
swain's mate  had  fully  engaged  him  from  the  moment 
he  reached  the  quarter-deck,  until  the  vessel  was  brought 
up  with  the  best  bower;  and,  immediately  after  dinner, 
be  had  to  turn  the.  hands  up,  hoist  in  the'  boats,  stow 
away  the  launch,  and  prepare  for  sea;  sathat  it  was 
G,  p.  ra.  before  he  could  get  a  moment  to  hiniselfL, 


THE  PRAYER. 

The  watch,  however,  being  now  set,  and  it  being  big 
watch  below,  he  embraced  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
stealing  down  to  the  larboard  wing,  and  privately  poured 
forth  his  soul  in  wonder  and  praise  to  the  Lord  of  life 
and  glory,  for  that  amazing  change  which  his  .grace  had 
*o  effectually  wrought,  since  he  quitted,  the  Dread* 
nought's  gangway  to  cruize  on  shore.  He  was.  often 
surprised  at  the  meltings  of  heart  and  fluency  of  speech 
be  enjoyed,  and  frequently  sunk  in  silent  attfozeraeat 

*  A  3 


6 

fcefore  the  cross  of  Christ,  bathed  in  tears  of  ine%- . 
pressible  sympathy  and  love.  "  Lord,"  he  exclaimed, 
'••,  hoifr  is  this  ?  I  never  felt  any  thing  like  this  before. 
O  Jesus)  how  I  love  thee !  Couldst  thou  bleed  and  die 
for  a  wretch  like  me?  Hast  thou  sent  thine  Holy  Spirit 
fo  change  my  heart?  Lord,  what  hast  thou  seen  in  me! 
Why  am  I  not  like  the  wretched  men  I  handed  into 
the  boat  this  day?    O  richest  grace,  thou  hast  had  com- 

tassion  on  whom  thou  wouldst  have  compassion*  O 
<ord,  what  shall  I  say  to  thee?  Thou  hast  heard  the 
prayers  of  my  dear  father  and  mother :  O  Lord,  my  heart 
is  ready  to  burst  with  love  to  thee :  my  dear  precious 
Jesus,  what  great  things  hast  thou  done  tor  me !  [falling 
on  his  face.]  Lord,  I  am  not  worthy ;  I  deserve  hell. 
Xtii  am  I  thine  ?  Hast  thou  forgiven  me?  Didst  thou 
die  for  me  ?    Shall  I  join  my  dear  parents  in  heaven  to 

Etise  thee?  O  Lord,  take  this  poor  unclean  heart; 
rd,  it  is  all  I  have :  O  take  my  heart,  dear  Saviour  ; 
Jam  thine;  O  make  me  thine  for  ever.  Lord,  what 
shall  I  say  ?  my  heart  is  almost  too  full  to  speak.  Lord, 
bow  happy  I  am!  O  how  I  hate  sin!  How  I  love 
Christ!  O take  all  I  have:  do. with  me  as  thou  pleasest, 
only  never  leave  or  forsake  me,  the  purchase  of  thy 
precious  bk>6d."  Thus  he  proceeded,  praying  at  in- 
tervals for  his  beloved  mother,  with  a  torrent  of  tears, 
until  the  quarter-master  struck  eight-  bells,  and  lie  Was 
obliged  to  quit  this  holy  enjoyment,  to  whistle  along  the 
main-deck  and  turn  the  starboard  watch  up. 


GRACIOUS  REFLECTIONS. 

The  midshipman  having  mustered  the  watch,  and'  the 
rest  of  the  crew  being  turned  in,  about  two  bells,  things 
became  generally  quiet,  save  the  low  buz  of  such  as 
were  conversing  on  deek,  and:  the  accustomed  sound  of 
feet  pacing  fore  and  aft,  on  the  quarter  deck  and  fore- 
castle* It  being  a  very  fine  evening,  and  no  particular 
dirty  to  call  bis*  attention,  as  the  ship  lay  at  anchor,  he 
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stole  out  upon  the  splinter  netting  on  the  bowsprit  for 
privacy,  and  there  began  looking  back  upon  all  the 
several  steps  of  his  conversion,  from  the  moment  of 
his  meeting  James  in  Fore  Street,  until  he  steered: 
alongside  the  Dreadnought  from  North  Corner.  ,  How 
beautifully  do  the  redeemed  captives  of  Babylon  de- 
scribe the  feelings  of  Kis  heart  at  this,  interesting 
moment,  as  the  beH  struck  6,  (11  o'clock.)  "  When,  the 
Lord  turned  again  the  captivity  of  Zionr,  wo  were  like 
them  that  dream.  Theft  WAs  on*  month  filled  with 
laughter  and  our  tongue  vrith  singing.  Then  said  they 
among  the  heathen— tie  Lotd  bath  done  great  things 
for  them.  The  Lord  hdHt  done  great  things  for  us, 
whereof  we  art  glad/'  Again  did  be  ewfearour  to 
breathe  ont  secretly  his  thanksgivings  and  Supplications 
to  the  Lord,  and  again  he  enjoyed  the  renewed  mani* 
festations  of  his  graee.  Never  bad  a  watch  passed 
away  so  soon  and  so  pleasantly  before,  so  that  he  was 
surprised  when  the  quarter-roaster  sang  ont,  "  Boat* 
swain's  mate,  call  the  larboard  wateh/'  as  the  bell 
struck  8,  (12  p»jm.);  he  soon  turned  into  his  hammock, 
and»  exhausted  with  the  exercises  of  the  day,  enjoyed 
the  sweetest  sleep,  casting  all  his  care,  on  the  Lord, 
who  "  giveth  unto  his  beloved  sleep/'  At  4>  a.  m.  he 
was  roused  out  by  the  boatswain's  mate  of  the  larboard 
wateh ;  and  having  seen  the  watch  mustered,  spent  an 
hour  in  most  delightful  communion  with  God.  "  Truly, 
his  fellowship  wast  with  the  Father,  and  with  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ."      *  •  •  • 


THE  DREADNOUGHT  UNDER  WEIGH. 

Having  set  the  watch  to  wash  decks,  and  piped  the 
hammocks  up,  he  felt  an  anxious  desire  to  spend  his 
watch  below,  over  the  sacred  Scriptures ;  but  the  captain 
and  admiral  coming  on  board  after  breakfast,  the  Boat- 
swain was  ordered  toiura  (fie  hand*  up  to  get  the  ship 
finder  weigh  s  and  Bob  hastened  en  the  main*deck,  inr 
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the  stern  of  the  boatswain,  piping,  "  Air  hands,  up  an- 
chor, a-hoy.    Signals  being  hoisted  for  the  squadron  to 
weigh,  every  ship  was  soon  in  motion,  and  forming  a 
line,  in  sailing  order,  bore  away  after  the  Dreadnought 
for  Brest.     Having  the  watch  below  from  4  to  6,  p.  m. 
he  employed  it  in  reading  a  Bible  that  had  long  Iain 
neglected  in  his  chest,  but  which  had  been  sent  by  his 
pious  mother,,  with  many  prayers.     The  more  he  read, 
the  more  he  was   astonished  at  the  light  which  now 
broke  in  upon  his  mind,  and  illustrated  the  holy  oracles 
to  his  regenerate  soul.     How  sincerely  did  he  lament 
the  time  he  had  lost,  and  the  wickedness  of  his  heart  in 
neglecting  this  precious  treasure  so  many  years !    The 
next  day  they  made  the  French  coast,  and  soon  joined 
company  with  the  commander  in  chief,  who  had  led  the 
van  in  the  Royal  George.   Bob's  heart  leaped  for  joy  at 
sight  of  the  ship  that  contained  the  worthy  sailor  who 
had  been  rendered  instrumental  in  ,bis.  conversion ;  and, 
though  he  could  not  go  on  board,  it  was  some  consola- 
tion to  sail  in  company  with  a*  ship  that  contained  a 
man  so  peculiarly  dear  to  his  heart.     After  12,  p,  m.  it 
being  his  watch  below,  his  messmates  began  to  jeer 
him. 

~  Every  one  had  been  struck  with  the  surpi  ising  change 
that  appeared  in  him  from  the  moment  he  £ame  on 
board.  .  This  was  too  manifest  in  his  language,,  his 
actions,  and  his  general  deportment,  to  escape  public 
observation.  Bob  was  naturally  possessed  of  strong 
passions,  easily  irritated,  bold,  violent,  and  boisterous 
in  his  conduct ;  he  had  given  way  to  all  the  usual  vices 
of  a  man  of  war :  fond  of  drinking  to  an  excess,  and  ac- 
customed to  the  most  horrid  oaths  for  many  years,  he 
had  frequently  exceeded  many  of  his  shipmates  in 
wickedness.. 

.  The  crew  of  the  Dreadnought  was  composed  of  all 
nations,  and  many  had  been  sent  from  the  tender,  (when 
she  lay  at  Sheerness),  the  very  filth  and  off-scouring  of 
all  things ;  and  it  was  with  extreme  difficulty  the  officers 
could  maintain  due  subordination  among  them.    Added 
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to  this,  die  frequent  absence  of  the  chaplaih,  and  his 
inattention  to  their  religions  instruction  when  on  board, 
together  with  the  Channel  station  causing  the  ship  to 
be  frequently  in  harbour,  and  often  filled  with  the  most 
abandoned  creatures  from  the  shore,  she  might  be  justly* 
designated  "  a  floating  hell."  The  admiral  and  some 
of  the  officers  were  moral  men,  but  their  example  was 
too  feeble  to  produce  much  effect.  Bob's  station,  as 
boatswain's  mate,  was  also  highly  adapted  to  promote 
his  depraved  inclinations  and  encourage  his  vices :  his 
talents  as  a  sailor  were  unquestionable,  and  his  long 
and  able  services  in  the  navy  had  rendered  him  one  of 
the  most  valuable  and  most  valued,  as  a  seaman,  in  (he 
ship. 

This  had  hitherto  only  encouraged  his  pride,  and  • 
hardened  his  heart  in  sin.    His  example  had  produced  - 
the  most  fatal  effect  on  many,  who  were  eager  to  follow , 
>  so  bold  a  man  in  vice;  and  some  had  even  laboured  to 
surpass  him  in  "  the  paths  of  the  destroyer,"  and  "  glory ' 
in  their  shame."     If  then  the  followers  of  Christ  are  * 
"  men  wondered  at"  on  shore,  what  must  such  a  man  as. 
Bob  now  appear,  on  board  a  ship, that  contained  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  souls,  not  one  of  whom  appeared  to 
be  "  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  their  minds  ?"   Every  man 
vas  filled  with  astonishment  at  the  alteration  in  Bob, 
and  the  officers  were  alike  amazed  at  the  different 
Manner  in  which  he  now  carried  on  the  ship's  duty,  v 
His  mind  was  of  too  active  a  make,  and  his  sense  of  - 
propriety  too  strong,  to  allow  of  his  skulking  below 
vhen  duty  called  him  on,  deck;  and  he  was  too  mucli 
accustomed  to  the  routine  of  a  boatswain's  mate,  not  to 
be  equally  attentive  to  his  post  as  before.     But  he  now 
commanded  without  swearing,   checked   the  skulking 
lubber  without  anger,  and  conducted  himself  towards 
everyone  with  so  much  decency  and  civility,  that  all 
vere  obliged v  to  acknowledge  the  excellence  of  his 
demeanour.    Thus  was  illustrated  the  impressive  laaV 
ffcge  of  the  poet :—  ' 
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"  Wbere  Satan  reigned  in  shades  of  night, 

"  The  Gospel  strikes  a  heavenly  light; 

44  Our  lasts  its  wondrous  power  controuls,  * 

"  And  calms  the  rage  of  angry  souls.  \ 

"  Lions,  and  beasts  of  savage  name, 

"  Put  on  the  nature  of  the  lamb ; 

"  While  the  wild  world  esteem  it  strange, 

"  Gaze,  and  admire,  and  hate  the  change." 


THE  MESSMATES. 

Several  of  the  crew  bad  already  made  Bob  a  subject 
»f  conversation ;  but  the  general  concerns  of  the  ship 
,  'having  required  the  attention  of  every  man,  they  had  no 
leisure  to  say  much :  the  ship  was,  however,  now  placed 
on  the  sea  establishment.  IJob  messed  m  the  starboard 
bay,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  gunner's  yeoman, 
all  his  shipmates  were  desperately  wicked  men.  Pat 
Flannagan  was  a  wild  Irishman ;  Jack  Capstan  was  a 
Gosport  waterman ;  Dick  Mainmast  was  a  native  of 
Wapping;  Harry  Windlass  had  been  a  Cornish  fisher- 
man in  Mounts  Bay;  Francois,  or  Fransa  as  they  called 
him,  was  from  Paris ;  he  was  taken  in  a  boat  and  entered 
into  the  English  service ;  Sambo  was  a  free  black  from 
Antigua;  Donald,  the  gunner's  yeoman,  was  from 
Aberdeen;  his  education  had  been  the  means  of  re- 
straining him  from  the  vices  around  him,  and  though 
an  unregenerate  man,  yet  he  often  checked  his  mess- 
rotates  for  their  language  and  conduct;  but,  as  he 
sometimes  was  intoxicated  with  them,  and  occasionally, 
when  irritated,  would  swear,  they  considered  him  partly 
in  league  with  themselves,  and  therefore  only  laughed 
at  his  occasional  reproofs*  The  cook  for  the  day  had 
just  cleared  the  chest  lid  (on  which  they  dined)  of  a 
bowl  of  peas  soup,  and  brought  their  allowance  of  grog 
down,  when  they  determined  to  attack  Bob'  on  his  n&w 
religion,  as  they  termed  it 

Hflrry.    Come,  Bob,  cheer  up ;  why,  you  fight  verr 
shy  of  your  messmates  this  two  days :   hang  me  if  X 
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don't  think  that  yon  have  bad  a  poor  cruise  of  it  on 
shore,  this  touch. ' 

Jack.  What,  Bob,  my  hearty,  how  goes  it  ?  never 
mind  if  they  have  upset  your  apple-cart  at  North  Corner, 
soother  allowance  of  prize-money  will  be  served  out 
soon,  and  then  you'll  be  new  rigged  from  stem  to  stern : 
keep  your  spirits  on  board,  my  boy,  we're  going  to  have 
*  *ong  and  a  jig  to-night ;  and  you're  to  bow  the  galley, 
aad  hoist  red  at  the  main,  in  defianoe  of  all  the  swabs 
on  shore. 

Dick.  Vhy,  I  say,  you  Bob';  vhy  don't  you  haul 
aboard  your  tacks,  and  beat  to  vindard?  keel  haul  the 
fellow  that  sent  Bob  to  leeward,  I  say.  w  ,♦ 

Sambo.   I  tink,  messmate,  Bob  look  like  the  methody 

.  negre  in  Antigua,  all  sancto  like,  no  brave  fellow,  no 

good  fun;  come,  messmate,  ting  and  dance  again,  like 

toder  day,  den  me  cry,  Hurrah,  well  done,  messmate 

Bob. 

Donald.  I  wadna  mind  them,  Robert,  ye  ken.  what 
chaps  they  are;  deil  tak  them  is  their  cry,  if  they  can 
but  hae  fan  and  frolic ;  but  I  tauld  them  before  ye  cam 
co  board,  that  if  God  please  they  wadna  hae  Robert  to 
skout  always,  "  Gang  alang,  never  stay  while  a  shof  s  in 
toe  locker." 

Pat.  By  the  swait  moving  streams  of  Ballaniack, 
hot  Bob's  pitched  into  one  of  the  bogs  of  Allen :  0ch 
that  I  bad  ye,  my  boy,  by  St.  Patrick's  well  in  Con- 
naught.  Indeed,  an  we'd  tickle  yefr  brains  with  O'Con- 
nock's  shillaly,  till  ye  cried,  "  The  shamrock  and  thistle 
fcr  ever,  my  brave  boys." 

Ftanscu  Why  really,  Monsieur  Bob,  you  have  a 
totdi  of  de  grand  melancholy,  I  vbttd  suppdse  you 
iave  bad  too  much  partez-fous  vid  de  priest  of  your 
country.  Messmate  Pat,  I  should  frecoimnetid  de  Con- 
fessions of  my  countryman,  Jean  Jaques  Rousseau ; 
or,  if  he  like  it  better,  de  grande  jhasse  in  Feglise 
Notre  Dame  dans  Paris ;  ve  have  de  grand  multitude 
of  priests  dere,  who  vill  receive  his  confession,  nro* 
nounce  absolution,  and  den  Monsieur  Bob  ViU  fting* 
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•*  Vive  Henry  Quatre ;"  ti,  ti,  ti ;  liye  while  we  can ;  bon 
vin  for  ever ;  vive  Palais  Royal  and  Bdalevard  k  Paris. 


THE  AVOWAL. 

Bob.  [Assuming  a  firm  hut  serious  aspect.]  All 
this,  and  much  more,  I  expected  from  a  knowledge  of 
each  of  you,  messmates;  but  think  not  that  your  in- 
vitations to  sin  will  seduce,  or  your  ridicule  intimidate 
me.  I  have  faced  too  many  enemies  in  the  service 
of  my  country,  'to  be  afraid  in  the  service  of  Jesus 
Christ.  I  know  what  I  shall  meet  with  in  this  ship, 
*  and  I  am  prepared  fof  it.  Nor  shall  all  the  contempt 
of  the  whole  ship's  company  prevent  me  from  professing 
myself  a  decided  friend  of  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ 
my  Lord. 

Donald.  Weel  said,  Robert:  had  ye  been  pastor 
of  our  furst  kirk  in  Aberdeen,  ye  couldna.hae  spoken 
mair  to  the  purpose.  I  kent  there  was  a  great 
change  in  ye,  and,  as  I  hae  seen  sic  things  in  our 
country,  I  knew  ye  wad  be  a'  the  better  man  for  re- 
ligion. O  that  ye  had  my  dear  auld  inither  to  lead  ji* 
t6  our  kirk,  and  hear  our  gude  men  explain  the  As- 
sembly's Catechism. 

Bob.  Thank  you,  Donald,  but' I  bless  God  I  have 
met  with  a  good  man,  indeed,  who  has  been  the 
happy- instrument  of  leading  me  to  Jesus  Christ ;  and 
I  am  now  resolved,  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord,  to  •'  cast 
off  the  works  of  darkness,  and  put  on  the  armour 
of  light." 

Harry.  In  the  name  of  seventeen  Philadelphia 
lawyers !  what  has  run  foul  of  you  on  shore,  Bob  ?  Kam 
me  into  a  sixty-eight  pounder,  if  ever  I  heard  such 
language  on  b"ard  the  Dreadnought  before. 

Jack.  Clear  the'  gangway,  there;  let's  have  the 
articles  of  war  unfurled. [ 

Dick.  What!  the  boatswain's  mate  preaching  in 
our  berth ! 
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This  conversation  had  aroused  the  attention  of  all 
the  neighbouring  berths ;  and  while  some  leaned  over 
to  listen,  others  crowded  to  the  mess  and  waited  fo&. 
Bob's  reply.  After  breathing  out  a  short  prayer  to 
God,  like  Nehemiah  before  Ahasuerus,  he  looked  around, 
and  seeing  several  of  his  shipmates  listening,  embraced 
the  opportunity  of  boldly  declaring  his  reasons  for 
avowing  himself  on  the  Lord's  side. 


THE  DEFENCE. 

Bob.    I  have  no  doubt,  messmates,  but  the  alteration 
in  me  will  excite  surprise  in  every  one  on  board,  and  * 
I  consider  it  right  that  you  should  be  made  fully  ac- 
quainted "with  the  reasons  of  that  change,  that  you  may  ' 
be  able  to  judge  how  far  I  am  justified  in  that  course  I 
mean  to  steer,  by  the  grace  of  God.     Some  of  you, 
vho  have  served  in  different  ships  with  me,  are  ac- 
quainted with  my  manner  of  life  from  my  youth ;  you  all 
know  that  no  man  in  this  ship  could  exceed  me  in 
wickedness,  whether  on  board  or  on  shore ;  you  know 
the  state  in  which  I  left  the  ship  when  I  had  liberty ; 
and  I  have  now  to  inform  you,  that  after  two  days  of 
vice  at  Dock  and  Plymouth,  I  accidentally  met  with  a 
quarter-master  from  the'  Royal  George,  whom  I  hailed 
in  my  usual  thoughtless  manner.     He  addressed  me  on 
the  subject  of  religion :  I  laughed  at  has  remarks,  and 
turned  all  his  advice  into  ridicule.     He  persevered  anc} 
persuaded  me  to  retire  to  Stoke  Field's.    He  spoke  of 
his  pious  mother :  it  reminded  me  of  a  beloved  parent 
▼hom  I  had  of  late  years  cruelly  slighted.    Three  days 
successively,  he  chained  me,  as  it  were,  to  his  side,  and 
instructed  me  in  the  danger  and  duty  of  a  vile  sinner, 
until  I  saw  the  nature  arid  dreaded  the  consequences  of 
"ty  horrid  life ;  conviction  seized  me ;  I  struggled  har  i 
to  shake  it  off;  but,  in  spite  of  all  my  endeavours,  £ 
heheld  myself  on  the  brink  of  ruin.     In  this  state  a 
Messmate  fell  in  with  me,  and  gave  me  a  letter  from  my 
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dear  mother.  [Take9  oattheletter  and  reads  it.]  Imagine, 
my  dear  shipmates,  the  horror  of  my  soul  on  reading 
this.  I  sunk  to  the  ground  in  the  most'  alarming  state 
of  body  and  mind,  crying  for  mercy  through  the  blood 
>f  the  Lamb.  My  worthy  friend  James  prayed  with  me, 
and  after  some  time  I  ventured  to  hope  for  pardon! 
through  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Shuddering  between 
hope  and  despair,  he  led  me  to  a  place  of  worship, 
where  I  heard  a  sermon'  from  this  text.  [Mentions  the 
substance  of  the  discourse].  It  pleased  the  Lord,  in 
boundless  goodness,  to  pity  a  poor,  vile,  worthless 
sinner,  and  send  his  holy  spirit  to  comfort  that  heart 
his  almighty  grace  had  broken,  and  I  retired  from 
the  house  of  God,  blessing  and  praising  his  holy  name. 
We  spent  an  hour  or  two  with  a  pious  company  of 
friends,  and  the  next  morning  I  parted  with  this  be- 
loved companion,  resolved,  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord, 
to  live  and  act  as  a  new  creature  m  Christ  Jesus.  James 
has  shewn  me  the  possibility  of  being  religious  in  a 
man  of  war,  and  I  am  now  determined  in  this5  ship  to 
follow  Christ  and  him  crucified,  I  know,  that  as  a 
humble  disciple  of  the  blessed  Jesus  and  an  enemy 
to  sin,  I  shall  expose  myself  to  much  reproach.  I 
expect  it;  but,  I  bless  God,  I  can  do  my  duty  as 
boatswain  s  mate,  and  I  shall  take  care  that  my  officers 
hall  not  have  to  complain  of  me  in  that  respect.  I 
•on  bear  to  be  laughed  at  and  ridiculed  for  Christ's 
sake;  and  as  to  every  thing"  ebe, 'I  leave  myself  in 
the  bands  of  the, Lord.  He  has  bought  me  with  his 
blood,  and  I  am  resolved  to  devote  my  body  and  soul, 
time  and  talents,  to  his  glory.  If  I  forget  thee,  O  JesasJ 
iny  heart  would  say,  let  my  right  hand  forget  its  cun- 
ning* I  now  prefer  Christ  above  my  chief  joy  .—Should 
any  shipmate  be  disposed  to  join  me  in  my  way  to 
eternal  glory,  I  shall  gladly  devote  my  whole  soul  to 
Ms  benefit:  if  .not,  I  will  travel  aiener  looking  to  hhn 
for  strength,  who  lurth  said,  I  will  never  leave  thee,  I 
will  never  forsake  thee.    You  have  now  the  secrets  of 

my  soul ;  choose  >ou  whom  you  will  serve ;  but,  a»  for 
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me,  I  will  serve  the  Lord  God.  'W'bo  is  ou  the  Lord's 
side?  [He  arose  from  the  shot-box,  on  which  be  had 
faea  seated,  and  walked  calmly  on  deck*  He  had 
spoken  with  so  much  genuine  humility,  affecting  pathos, 
(frequently  praying),  and  decided  energy,  that  many 
were  most  powerfully  impressed,  and  all  were  for  a 
aoment  awed  into  silence.  The  seamen  present 
were  at  a  loss  what  to  make  of  this;  each  man's 
conscience  convinced  him  Bob  was  right ;  but,  if  so, 
they  were  wrong.  Some  were  alarmed,  a  few'  were 
seriously  impressed,  and  others  were  disposed  to  scoff 
at  his  piety,  and  laugh  to  scorn  all  bis  resolutions. 
After  a  pause  of  a  few  minutes*  general  conversation 
ensued.] 


THE  MESSMATES'  OPINIONS. 

Dick.  Veil,  I  always  thought  Bob  a  larned  fellow  ; 
but  vkip  me  if  ever  I  'heard  a  chap  tell  a  story  better 
tkui  he  can.  I  see  Bob'a  going  to  turn  wkteus,  and 
I  pity  ban,  poor  fellow;  how  he  vill  have  to  run  the 
gauntlet  thro'  the  ship's  company ! 

George.  I  think,  shipmates,  Bob's  m  the  right  box. 
To  be  sure  we  are  a  set  of  terrible  wicked  fellows^  and 
who  knows  what  will  become  of  us !  For  my  own:  part, 
I  only  wish  I  could  'bout  ship  like  Bob. — He's  no  fool: 
*nd  you  know  Acre's. many  like  him  in  the  navy.  When 
1  lay  alongside  the  Tdnnant,  in  the  jqUy-boat,  I  asked 
what  all  the  singing  and  praying  was  for,  'tween  deeks. 
The  ship's  corporal  said  they  had  a  company  of  religious 
men  on  board,  who  met  in  this  way  every  night  I 
sho'dn't  wonder  if  Bob  were  to  ship  hands  enough 
for  this  work  in  the  Dreadnought. 

To£W.  Hur  believes  Bob  has  sum .  of  our  religion 
from  Glamorganshire,  and  hur  thiaka  Bob  wool  be  best 
ballast. 

Demwt  VDogerty.  What  would  yon  all  be  after 
*&  your  botheration  ?  faith,  there's  no  religion  like  the 
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holy  water  of  Kilkenny.  Bob's  tipt  yon  some  of  hit 
blarney  abont  religion ;  but,  by  the  college  of  Maynooth, 
it's  all  a  bulL  If  yon  want  religion/ my  lads,  go  to  the 
blue  boys  of  Tipperary,  and  theyll  teach  you  to  sing — 
Ah,  pillalaloo,  why  did  ye  die,  and  leave  all  these  fine 
nurphys  behind  you  ? 

Jack.  Stand  clear  there,  who's  going  to  be  made  a 
fool  of  for  religion ;  Fd  clap  a  stopper  on  the  fellow's 
gab  that  [would  cram  me  with  it.  I  like  -Bob  well 
enough,  but  if  he  steers  this  course,  Til  be  off,  and  he 
may  mess  by  himself.  I  won't  stand  it ;  whaf  s  a  fellow 
to  be  capsized  with  such  lingo  as  this  ?— go  along,  I  say, 
let's  live  all  the  days  of  our  life:  scaldings  there.  [So 
saying,  he  leaped  over  the  chest,  and  went  out  on  the 
forecastle  to  tell  the  watch  on  deck  what  had  happened.] 
The  ship's  carpenter  now  approached  them,  and  spoke 
very  seriously. 

Mr.  Evans.  I  can  assure  you,  my  lads,  I  have  been 
deeply  impressed  with  Bob's  story,  and  in  my  opinion 
he's  right.  I  hope  hell  do  good  to  us  all.  For  mv 
part,  Fll  go  and  have  some  further  conversation  witn 
him,  for  I  never  heard  a  better  account  of  religion  in  my 
life. '  [Walks  up  on  the  main-deck.] 

Donald.  I  kent  Robert  wad  confound  ye  a'.  I  ken 
ye  are  like  the  Highlander,  wha  was  ta'en  sick  and  like 
to,  die,  when  singing,  "  Hey,  Johnny  Cope,  are  ye 
wauking  yet?"  I  hope  ye'U  tak  a  warning;  ye  ken  I've 
spent  my  breath  in  vain :  ye  dinna  mind  Donald,  but  I 
believe  ye'll  hae.yer  match  now  in  Bob.  I  trust  he'll 
turn  ye  all  frae  yer  wicked  ways,  or  be  sure  ye'll  sink 
down  to  the  pifof  darkness. 

Joe.  Avast,  you  Scotch  fool !  who  wants  your  slang  ? 
What's  it  to  Bob,  or  you,  if  we  choose  to  go  to  hell  I 
You'll  not  be  damned  for  us.  I  say,  shipmates,  don't 
be  down-hearted.  Bob's  enough  to  spoil  a  whole 
ship's  company.  If  he  tips  me  any  of  his  Royal 
George  stuff*  I'll  go  aft,  and  tell  the  captain,  if  he's 
not  drafted  out  of  the  ship,  there'll  not  be  a  man  fit 
to  do  duty  on  board.    None  of  your  methodist  lubbers 
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for  me ;  bundle  them  all  overboard,  I  say.  I  only 
wish  I'd  the  command  on  the  shore,  Td  bring  a  few 
sixty-eight  pounders  to  bear  on  their  preaching  hulks ; 
and,  give  me  a  match,  whip  me  if  I  wou'dn't  set  fire 
to  the  touch-hole,  and  send  them  up  to  the  moon  in 
a  whistle. 

Sambo.    [Solemnly  impressed.]   I  tink,  shipmate  Joe, 

you're  a  very  bad  man.     What  messmate  Bob  has  said 

nelts  my  heart!    I  have  hear  much  like  dis  from  me* 

hody  negre  in  Antigua,   and   I  den  hear  preaching 

boat  Jesus  Christ.     I  tink  to  be  good,  and  pray  for 

mercy;  but  English  press  me,  and  your  wicked  ship 

make  me  wicked  too.   Lord,  have  mercy  upon  my  poor 

soul!  [Weeps.]    Mymoder  and  fader  go  to  white  man's  , 

preaching,    and  dey  tell  me— Sambo,  you  love  Jesus 

Christ — he  love  you :   but  naughty  Dreadnought  make 

me  forget  moder  and  fader,  and  Jesus  Christ,  and  go 

all  along   wid  English  sailor  to   hell. — O  Lord,  pity 

Sambo !    Sambo  turn. — Lord,  save  Sambo  from*  wicked 

sailor,  and  wicked  place. 

Tim.  What,  are  yon  turned,  fool  too  ?  sheer  off,  you 
black  swab  you ;  who's  going  to  be  jawed  with  you. — 
Oar  ship's  as  good  as  any  in  the  fleet,  and  let  the 
fellow  who  don't  like  her  walk  the  plank !  What  say 
you,  Joe?  Sink  me  if  ever  I  saw  such  work  before* 
Bob's  made  a  fool  of  himself  through  some  canting 
methodist  from  the  Royal  George !  and  now  one  fool 
makes  many.  Who'd  fight  toe  ship  and  reef  top-sails, 
if  we  were  all  religious  ?  "  Stop  till  the  captain  hears 
this,  and  see  if  he  don't  teach  Mister  Bob  to  mind 
bis  duty,  and  not  set  a  parcel  of  fellows  snivelling 
about  religion ! 


THE  MASTER  AT  ARMS 

« 

Now  came  up,  and  looking  at  the  men,  observed,  ".I 
lave  heard  what's  been  said  by  all  of  you:  and,  in 
my  opinion,  Bob  has  said  nothing  amis*. — If  he  ciiuse* 
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to  follow  religion,  you  have  no  right  to  hinder  him ;  to 
as  he  minds  his  duty.  It  is  but  little  I  know  about 
religion ;  but  this  I  know,  it  teaches  men  to  fear  God, 
and  honour  the  king,  and  they  can't  be  worse  men  for 
,that.  I've  heard,  the  religious  men  in  the  Conqueror, 
Repulse,  Tonnant,  and  Royal  George,  do  their  duty 
better  than  any  on  board;  and  I  know  they  served 
their  guns  nobly  at  Trafalgar !  The  master  at  arms  ot 
the  Tonnant  told  me,  the  other  day,  that  they  never  got 
drunk;  have  no  intercourse  with  bad  women;  never 
swear ;  and  give  him  no  trouble  as  an  officer. — I'm  sure, 
if  religion  would  do  this  for  you,  I  should  be  glad  to  see 
all  the  ship's  company  religions  !" 

Humpfiry.  Well,  master,  we've  some!  of  the  sweep- 
ings of  Newgate  on  board. — For  my  party  I'm  a 
Church  of  England  man.  When  I'm  on  shore,  JL  go  to 
church,  as  my  father  did  before  me ;  and  Tift  none  of 
your  methodists,  who  pull  down  church  and  state.  I 
say,  with  our  old  chaplain,  let  u*  all  be  staunch  Church 
of  England  men,  and  mind  our  prayer  books,  and  God 
will  be  merciful  for  what  sailors  can't  help.  Give  me 
the  church ;  none  of  your  new  religion  for  me.  I  think 
our  chaplain  will  work  Mister  Bob  up  for  this* — Fm . 
sure  he's  religious  enough;  and  we  never  hear  any 
of  this  stuff  from  him. 

Fransa.  Your  chaplain,  Monsieur  Humphry,  is  not 
of  my  religion ;  and  so  I  tink  him  an  heretick  f  I  am 
one  bon  Catholic,  and  tell  my  pater-nosters  and  are* 
marie's  every  mght;  but  what  Monsieur  Bob  said  is 
very  touching  to  my  heart.  I  have  de  grand  qualms  in 
my  conscience  for  my  sins!  I  vas  sometime  vieked 
in  Dieppe,  but  you  English  make  rile  very  bad  man. 
I  have  learn  of  you  to  swear  de  great  oath,  and  get 
drunk  vid  your  grog,  chaque  semaine ! — Bob  has  make 
me  very  uneasy ;  and  if  I  should  be  sick  and  die,  0 
mon  Dieu !    I  have  no  priest  on  board  to  receive  my 

confession!- You  may  sneer,  Monsieur   Humphry, 

but  I  vill  try  to  be  good  man,  like  our  boatswain's 
mate.- 


•** 


Pat.  By  the  lakes  of  Killarney,  but  Bob's  knock'd 
up  a  pretty  kettle  of  fish  on  board  ! — Och,  my  honeys, 
and  has  he  slapped  ye  all  squat  on  the  stool  of  repent- 
ance?— By  St.  Patrick's  great  toe  !  but  it's  time  to  be 
(ff. — Ah,  if  I  had  ye  fill  in  the  fair  streets  of  Dublin, 
Td  lead  ye  a-  dance,  singing  Langoleel  Clear  the  deck 
fere!  here  goes! 


THE  CREW. 

Leaping  over  a  shot  box,  he  ran  upon  deck,  and  the 
starboard  watch  being  turned  up*  they  all  separated; 
some  swearing  at  Bob's  foolery ;  others  admiring  his 
lobleness  of  spirit;  and  a  few  seriously  conversing 
about  the  state  of  their  souls.  , 

Bob  had  eqjoyed  some  very  serious  conversation 
with  the  master  carpenter,  on  the  subject  of  salvation, 
who  norw  went  down  to  his  cabin,  in  the  fore  cock-* 
pit,  to  search  the  Scriptures,  and'  see  whether  these 
things  were  so. — In  the  course  of  the  night,  Bob  fre* 
qnendy  poured  out  his  soul  to  the  Lord,  imploring 
grace  to  keep  him  in  the  evil  day,  and  prepare  his 
Bund  tot  the  storm  he  saw  likely  to  burst  upon  him 
from  all  quarters. 

On  the  following  day,  it  was  rumoured  throughout! 
the  ship,  that  Boh  Phillips  had  turned  methodist,  and 
bad  been  preaohing  to  the  starboard  watch  below!— 
The  astonishment  of  the  crew  is  beyond  expression ; 
some  were  fitted  with  indignation,  and  ready  to  gnash 
their  teeth  at  him ;  others  were  excited  by  curiosity, 
to  know  what  this  new  religion  was,  thai  had  pro- 
duced snob  an  extraordinary  effect ;  while  a  few,  from 
nobler  motives,  were  disposed  to  coprt  his  acquaint- 
ance. In  particular,  Sambo,  George,  and  FraJMrtfe-had 
been  seriously  inquiring  of  him  what  they  shodfct  d*>  to 
be  saved?  ,< 
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THE  BOATSWAIN. 

In  the  evening,  the  boatswain,  who  had  heard  of  it, 
sent  for  him  down  into  his  cabin.  He  was  seated  in  hit 
arm  chair,  smoking  his  segar,  when  Bob  entered. 

Boatswain.  [With  a  hoarse  voice.]  Hollo,  Bob !  they 
tell  me,  you're  turned  methodist,  and  upset  all  your 
messmates  with  preaching ! 

Bob.    I  trust,  sir,  I  am  become  a  humble  follower  of 
.  Jesus  Christ;  but  I  am  not  capable  of  preaching. 

Boatswain*  Why,  how's  this,,  Bob  ?  You  must  have 
shipped  this  religion  very  lately.  You  used  to  be  a 
smart  fellow  at  swearing  and  drinking. 

Bob.  True,  sir,  I  confess  it  with  shame ;  and  know 
I  deserve  to  perish ;  but,  I  trust  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
has  shewn  me  the  error  of  my  ways,  and  not  only  re- 
formed, but  regenerated  my  heart,  and  made;  me  a  new 
creature  in  Christ  Jesus.  -  h 

Boatswain.  Well  done,  Bob !  [Pouring  out  another 
glass  of  grog.]  Success  to  you,  my  boy!  I  suppose 
you  think  you're  right;  and  th|s  new  religion  doesn't 
seem  to  have  made  a  worse  man  of  yon.  I  hope  you'll 
be  as  smart  as  ever  in  rousing  up  the  sculkers. 
,  Bob.  I  bless. God,  sir,  that  the  religion  of  Jesus 
Christ  dpes  not  unfit  me  for  the  duties  of  my  calling; 
v  >ut,  by  inculcating  sobriety  and  diligence,  rather  renders 
me  more  capable  of  serving  my  king  and  country,  than 
when  I  had  other  principles. 

Boatswain.  Well,  Bob,  you  was  always  a  good  fel- 
low ;  and,  if  you  only  keep  close  aboard  of  your  duty, 
you  may  be  what  religion  you  please. 

Bob.  Thank  you,  sir ;  and,  if  persuasion  substituted 
for  anger,  civility  for  blasphemy,  and  a  good  example 
for  drunkenness,  can  produce  any  effect  on  the  crew,  I 
trust,  through  the  grace  of  God,  you  shall  have  no  cans* 
to  complain  of  my  religion. 
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Boatswain.  Very  well,  Bob ;  go  on ;  and  never  mind 
the  lubbers  laughing  at  your  methodism. 

Thus  ended  an  interview  which  many  expected  would 
lave  proved  fatal  to  Bob's  new  profession. 

Some  of  the  men,  however,  were  so  indignant  at 
Bob's  conduct,  that  their  obscenity  and  swearing  be- 
came inexpressibly  horrid  ;  so  that,  like  Lot  in  Sodom, 
M  his  righteous  soul  was  vexed  with  the  filthy  conversa- 
tion of  the  wicked,  from  day  to  day."  Often  would  be 
reprove,  rebuke,  and  exhort  with  all  long-suffering ;  hut 
many  grew  more  desperate,  and  insulted  his  forbear- 
ance as  meanness,  and  his  humility  as  cowardice  ;  though 
nothing  could  prove  the  reality  of  the  change  in  him 
more  than  his  conduct  on  such  occasions ;  formerly  h . 
would  have  fought  and  conquered  the  stoutest  man  in 
?the  ship  who  dared  to  insult  him;  but  now  he  mildly 
reasoned  with  them ;  firmly  avowed  his  unalterable  re- 
solution to  follow  holiness;  and  frequently  retired,  to 
weep  in  secret  places  over  their  ignorance,  folly,  and 
madness.  .       - 

George,  however,  became  more  seriously  inclined; 
Sambo  was  frequently  in  tears ;  and  Fraiisa  was  con- 
stantly inquiring  into  the  nature  of  that  faith  which  bad 
produced  such  a  change. 

Bob  had  also  been  accosted  by  others,  when  walking 
the  deck  in  the  middle  watch,  as 


THE  BACKSLIDERS. 

« 

Ben.  Bob,  I've  heard  and  seen  a  great  deal  of  re- 
ligion in  London,  but  never  beheld  it  produce  such  an 
effect  on  any  one  before.  '       ^ 

Bob.  Truly,  this  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  it  is  mar* 
vellous  in  gur  eyes.  Almighty  grace,  Ben,  has  done 
this  for  me,  and  there's  the  same  grace  for  every  poof 
ifaner  who  seeks  it  through  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Charles,  I  was  brought  up,  Bobbin  the  neigbbou?- 
faood  of  Penzance,  and  1  have  often  seen  wonders  pro- 
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flirted  by  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  among  the  miners 
and  fishermen.  My  father  used  to  have  a  prayer-meet- 
ing in  his  house,  and  I  once  prayed, with  them;  bat  I 
have  been  a  dreadful  backslider  since  I  was  pressed, 
but  your  conversion  has  filled  me  with  constant  alarm 
about  my  soul. 

Jtthro.  Charles  and  I  have  had  some  serious  talk 
about  you,  Bob.  I  was  once  among  the  tnethodists  at 
Redruth  in  Cornwall,  and  enjoyed  the  sweetest  dis- 
coveries of  divine  grace;  but,  alas!  Charley  and  I  have 
gone  sadly  to  leeward  the  last  five  years.  You  have 
been  the  means  of  rousing  my  attention  to  eternal  things, 
and  I  assure  you  I  have  wet  my  hammock  with  tears; 
for  the  backslider  in  heart,  I  find,  shall  be  filled  with 
bill  own  ways. 

Van.  I  have  scarcely  slept  a  wink  since  I  heard 
your  speech  to  your'  shipmates,  Bob ;  it  has  revived  in 
my  heart  all  the  impressions  I  once  had,  when  I  heard 
a  minister  preach,  near  London  bridge,  from  this  text, 
"  If  the  blood  of  bulls  and  goats,  and  the,  ashes  of  an 
heifer,  sprinkling  the  unclean,  sanctifieth  to  the  purify- 
ing of  the  flesh,  how  much  more  shall  the  blood  of 
Christ,  (who,  through  the  Eternal  Spirit,  offered  himself 
without  spot  to  God),  purge  your  conscience  from  dead 
works  to  serve  the  living  God :"  for  my  part  I  am  not 
converted,  I  only  wish  I  was :  but  Fve  a  good  brother 
who  loves  Jesus  Christ,  in  London,  and  I  always  loved 
religious  people,  and  took  a  pleasure  in  serving  them. 


THE  PROPOSAL. 

* ,  * 

'I  wanted  Jethro  to  propose  a  prayer-meeting  to  you. 
*'ve  got  Dr.  Rippon'g  and  Watts's  Hymn  Books  on 
board,  and  J  can  pitch  any  common  tunes ;  Ben  can 
Sing  bass ;  and,  if  you  like,  well  muster  in  the  starboard 
wing,  and  you  shall  £ive  us  an  exhortation.  W$  shall 
have  many  more  to  join  us  soon ;  and  who  can  tell  J>ut 
we  may  have  the  whole  ship's  company  at  last? 
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Bob  was  struck  with  Dan's  proposal :  it  was  the  very 
thing  he  had  been  longing  and  praying  for.  daring  the 
last  three  weeks;  when  therefore  it  was  mentioned, 
with  Dan's  usual  zeal  for  every  thing  that  entered  into 
bis  head,  he  could  not  help  sfiedding  tears  of  joy,  and 
breathing'  out  bis  grateful  soul  to  the  lard,  who  bad 
beard  his  prayer,  and  put  it  into  Dan's  heart  to  offer  his 
services  for -such  a  work.  Various  were  die  features 
and  characters  of  this  motley  crew,  but  Dan  was  the 
most  singular  of  any  on  board.  Naturally  bold  and  re- 
solute, with  youth  and  health  on  his  side,  he  feared 
nothing;.  Possessing  strong;  passions,  he  carried  them 
into  all  his  pursuits;  sometimes  they  were  serviceable, 
and  at  others,  injurious  to  him.  Extremely  warm  in  his 
attachments,  undisguised  and  sincere  in  hjs  intentions, 
and  generous  to  a  fault ;  he  woujd  scale  a  mountain, . 
leap  a  precipice,  or  fly  through  all  sorts  of  difficulties, 
night  or  day,  to  serve  a  friend,  so  that  bis  messmates 
had  often  laughed  at  him  as  *be  jiarum«scarujn  of  the 
ship ;  nevertheless  few  knew  him,  but  had  a  great  re- 
gard for  him.  When, the  torrent  of  obloquy  roiled  down 
on  poor  Dob,  Dan  nobly  stood  in  the  breach^  and,  though 
having  but  a  slight  acquaintance  witbJbim,  he  sometimes 
single-handed  defended  his  principles  and  proceedings, 
with  a  warmth  that  Bob  could  well  have  spared,  and 
was  often  obliged  to  check;  by  saying,  "  Remember, 
Dan,  the  wrath  of  man  worketh  not  the  righteousness  of 
God.  Let  us  imitate  him  who  was  meek  and  lowly  of 
heart ;  who,  when  he  was  reviled,  reviled  hot  again*  but 
committed  himself  unto  him  who  judgeth  righteously." 
Dan,  however,  was  a  useful  man  to  Bob,  and  in  this  in- 
stance of  the  social  meeting,  he  proved  it.  Bob,  there-  . 
fore,  looked  upon  him  as  an  instrument  raised  up  by 
that  God  ^who  has  the  hearts  of  all  men  in  his  hands, 
>id  loved  him  and  prayed  for  him;  advising  that  he 
should  "give  no  occasion  to  those  who  sought  to  speak 
reproachfully."  Arrangements  were  soon  made  for  the 
meeting,  after  consulting  the  boatswain  and  carpenter 
who  had  no  ottfectious, 
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THE  PRAYER-MEETINGS. 

The  first  evening  ,they  were  but  few  in  number,  but 
Bob  enjoyed  so  much  of  the  divine  presence  in  exhorta- 
tion and  prayer,  that  he  determined  to  continue  them 
every  other  night.  In  a  few  weeks  several  persons 
joined  them:  George,  Sambo,  and  Fransa  appeared 
truly  awakened.  The  backsliders  seemed  perfectly  re- 
stored, and  assisted  in  prayer.  Mr.  Evans  and  two 
midshipmen  also  attended,  and  the  work  of  the  Lord 
was  rapidly  advancing.     The  awful  deaths  of  Sam  and 

,   Tom,  in  the  sick  bay,  produced  a  most  alarming  impres- 
sion on  the  crew :  and  so  powerful  was  the  influence  of 

v  divine  grace,  that  it  reached  the  ward-room,  and  Mr. 
-Cowello,  the  purser,  with  Mr.  Pewtressi,  the  first  lieu- 

.  tenant,  soon  became  steady  friends  and  firm  supporters 
of  Bob's  exertions  to  bring  sinners  to  Christ.  Staggered 
at  the  loss  of  so  many  of  his  servants,  Satan  stirred  up 
the  chaplain  to  complain  to  the  captain;,  who,  enraged 
at  these  proceedings,  communicated  them  to  the  admiral.* 
He  had  relations  who  frequented  Silver  Street  and 
Islington  chapels,  and  had  sometimes  attended  them 
himself,  so  that  on  learning  the  particulars  from  the  first 
lieutenant  and  purser,  he  gave  orders  that  no  one  should 
molest  the  seamen,  while  they  did  their  duty.  Bob  now 
went  on*  his  way  rejoicing,  hoping  soon  io  return  to 
Plymouth,  and  be  favoured  with  a  visit  from  his  beloved 
friend,  James, 
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SIXTH  PART. 


RELIGIOUS  PURSUITS. 

While  Bob  was  cheerfully  pursuing"  that  course 
which  Divine  Providence  pointed  out  to  him,  warning 
his  depraved  shipmates  in  the  Dreadnought  to 'flee 
from  the  wrath  to  come,  James  was  also  engaged 
firmly  defending  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  on  board 
the  Royal  Georee.— "As  qttarter-master,  his  duty  fre- 
quently placed  him  on' the  quarter-deck.  .  One  even- 
ing James  had  the  first  watch  from  8  to  12,  a,  m. 
On  this  occasion;  two  lieutenants,  Mr.  Thompson  and 
Mr.  Watson,  entered  into  conversation  with  him.  The 
former  had  felt  powerful  convictions  of  sin,  through 
die  prayers  he  had  casually  heard  offered  up  by  the 
pious  seamen  on  board;  but  th& latter,  who  once  pro* 
fessed  religion,  had  long  since  become  an  apostate,  and 
iopiouily  rejected  the  Bible,  and  .boldly  assumed  the 
scoffer's  chair. 

Jfr.  Thompson.  James,  I  have  often  admired  your 
Kttle  Meetings  below,  and  wished  I  was  one  of  you, 
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but  I  am  fearful  a  profession  of  religion  would  expose 

'   me  to  contempt,  and  injure  my  preferment  in  the  navy. 

James.    Ah,  Sir,  the  fear  of  man  bringeth  a  snare, 

and  thousands  have  loved  the  praise  of  men  more  than 

the  approbation  of  God.     Alas !  they  have  made  ship- 

,  wreck  of  faith  and  a  good  conscience,  and  perished  like 

Balaam  in  the  gain-saying  of  Core,  crying,  "  I  shall 

see  him,  but  not  now  y  T  shall  behold  him,  but  not 

jiigh." 

THE  APOSTATE. 

Mr.  Watson.  Avast  there,  Mr.  Psalm-singer,  don't 
-think  to  ship  my  old  messmate,  Thompson,  among  your 
crew.  I  was  once  fool  enough  to  embark  with  a  set 
of  hypocrites  on  shore,  but  I  am  now  become  a  free- 
thinker ;*  and  perish  the  dog  that  bothers  his  head  with 
your  religious  nonsense.  If  the  Admiral  would  take 
my  advice,  he'd  soon  clear  the  navy  of  such  fellows  as 
you.  Thompson,  don't  you  be  fooled  with  his  me- 
thodisnu 

Mr.  Thompson.  Watson,  I  have  often  told  you  my 
fears  about  my  own  salvation  ;•  and,  notwithstanding  all 
your  ridicule;,  Hove  the  friends  of  Christ,  and  often  say, 
"  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  last 
end  be  like  his." 

James.  Mr.  Watson,  I  have  often  been  shocked  at 
your  avowed  apostacy,  and  while  I  obey  you  as  an 
officer,  I  shudder  to  behold  you  as  a  man.  Alas !  Sir, 
the  hour  is  coming  when  you  will  find,  that  men  may 
live  fools,  but  fools  they  cannot  die.  Mr.  Thompson, 
I  have  observed  your  serious  aspect,  and  been  delighted 
with  the  correctness  of  your  conduct— God  in  infinite 
Jnercy  bless  you ;  but,  O  Sir,  come  out  from  amongst  tin 
wicked  ;  be  separate,  and  God  will  receive  you. 

EFFECTS  OF  GOOD  EXAMPtE,  . 

The  blasphemies  of  Mr,  W.  interrupted  them,  and 
.•James  determined  to  retire  'from  a  man  who  appeared 
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given  tip  of  God  to  work,  all  manner  of  uncleaimes* 
with  greediness.  Mr.  Thompson  also  walked  on  the 
other  side,  and  resolved  at  a  more  favourable  oppor- 
tunity to  renew  his  conversation  with  James,  which  he 
did  for  several  days  in  his  own  cabin/  until,  by  the 
blessing  of  the  Lord,  he  became  decided  for  Christ  anil 
his  people,  and  regularly  met  with  the  society  at  all 
suitable  opportunities,  ouch  a  respectable  addition  to 
their  numbers  made  no  small  stir  among  the  officers,  j 
but  the  Admiral  would  not  suffer  any  one  to  be  per- 
secuted for  religion,  while  he  found  it  produced  -so 
good  an  effect  upon  their  general  conduct/  In  a  few 
weeks,  Mr.  Thompson  became  so  very  useful  and  zealous 
an  auxiliary  to  James,  devoting  his  property  and  talents, 
to  the  honour  of  God,  that  the  cause  of  the  Redeemer 
rapidly  advanced  in  the  Royal  George,. and  God  was 
glorified.  He  not  only  obtained  several  useful  parcels 
of  books  from  England,  but  established  a  Sunday 
School  for  boys  and  young  men,  at  which  he  presided 
with  great  .assiduity  and  zeal,  while  James  proceeded  as 
usual,  rebuking  and  exhorting  with  all  long-suffering. 
Some  pleasing  additions  of  most  notorious  sinners  were 
made  to  their  numbers,  and  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was 
with  them.  , 

THE  VISIT. 

» 

Driven  in  by  &  gale  of  wind,  the  fleet  anchored*  iti 
Torbay,  and,  the  following  Sabbath,  Bob  solicited  per- 
mission to  visit  the  Royal  George  for  two  days,  as  they, 
were  likely  to  lay  at  anchor  here  for  a  week,  and  having 
bis  request  granted,  hastened  to  meet  his  worthy  friend. 
Their  meeting  was  of  the  most  gratifying  description ; 
James  introduced  him  to  his  brethren,  and,  having 
liberty  to  land  at  Brixham,  in  the  afternoon,  took  Bob 
with  him  to  hear  the  Rev.  Thos.  Roberts,  a  minister  of 
Christ  in  that  place.  The  text  was,  "  Made  nigh  by 
the  blood  of  Christ"  A  most  eloquent  and  appropriate 
discourse  followed,  which  filled  those  pious  seamen's 
*  ■  A3 
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heats  with  joy  unspeakable  and  foil  of  glory.     Retim- 
ing to  the  ship,  Bob  observed — 

My  brother,  what  hath  God  wrought? 

"  O  happy  day,  that  fixed  my  choice 
"  On  thee,  my  Saviour  and  my  God ! 

u  Well  may  this  glowing  heart  rejoice, 
"  And  speak  its  raptures  all  abroad." 

Temptations  assail  me — difficulties  obstruct  me,  but 
He  that  hath  delivered,  doth  deliver  and  will  deliver.  I 
am  now  resolved  to  go  forth  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord, 
from  conquering  to  conquer.  i 

James.  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  my  dear  brother,  for 
the  great  things  he  has  done  for  us — may  you  be  kept 
by  the  power  of  God,  through  faith,  unto  salvation. — 
As  we  are  going  on  board,  we  shaH  enjoy  the  commu- 
nion of  saints  this  evening,  and  our  pious  friends  will 
be  glad  to  hear  from  your  own  lips  what  the  Lord  hath 
done  for  your  soul.  I  have  detailed  the  circumstances 
to  them  already,  but  they  would  rejoice,  as  the  "  friends 
and  neighbours"  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  to  hear  the  oper- 
ations of  divine  grace  on  your  soul  since  we  met  in 
Dock. 

Bob.  Ah  t  my  brother,  I  am  a  poor  unworthy  sinner; 
but,  glory  to  the  boundless  riches  of  divine  grace !  I  can 
say  Jesus  died  for  me.  I  shall  cheerfully  tell  the  good- 
ness of  the  Lord  to  my  guilty  soul;  but  shall  I  be 
favoured  also  with  a  similar  account  of  his  gracious 
dealings  with  you  I 

James.  It  will  give  me  pleasure,  Robert,  to  oblige 
you :  indeed,  were  I  to  hold  my  peace  for  Jesus,  the 
stones  would  immediately  cry  out. 

Bob.  Blessed  man ! — May  you  long  live  to  be  the 
instrument  of  awakening  many  wretched  sinners  like 
me.    [Seizing  him  by  the  hand.] 

• 

"  The  man  that  seeks  thy  peace, 

44  And  wishes  thine  increase, 

"  A  thousand  blessings  on  him  rest." 

t 
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PRAYER  MEETING. 

Tie  boat  ran  up  alongside— they  mounted  the  gang* 
way,  and  in  a  few  minutes  joined  the  society,  who  were: 
engaged  in  prayer  and  singing.  None  rejoiced  more 
to  receive  Bob  than  Mr.  Thompson*  who  presided  at 
this  meeting,  and  requested  him  to  join  them  in  prayer. 
This  he  did  with  so  much  simplicity  and  fervour  as 
melted  and  rejoiced  every  soul.  Many  of  the  crew  had 
heard  of  Bob,  and  as  the  meeting  was  held  on  the  ltfwer 
deck,  they  crowded  to  the  spot,  listening  with  respectful 
silence  to  his  solemn  and  affecting  prayer  for  their 
salvation.  They  sang  a  hymn,  and  Mr.  T.  requested 
Boh  would  favour  them  with  a  relation  of  his  experience 
up  to  the  present  time.  He  complied*  and  all  present 
wept  and  rejoiced  with  him.  His  account  of  the  death 
of  his  pious  mother,  and  the  firm  stand  he  had  made  for 
Christ  in  the  Dreadnought,  produced  &  most  surprising 
effect;  and  when  he  added  that  two  midshipmen  and 
twelve  seamen  had  joined  his  little  society,  the  company 
involuntarily  began  singing 

"  Shout,  for  the  blessed  Jesus  reigns/' 

This  delightful  service  was  closed  in  prayer,  and 
James  promised,  after  they  had  taken  some  refresh- 
ment, to  meet  again,  when  he  wouH  relate  the  parti- 
culars of  his  own  conversion.  Most  present  had  heard 
detached  accounts  of  this  interesting  work,  but  all 
united  with  Bob  in  soliciting  a  more  detailed  and  con* 
oected  statement 


JAMES'S  NARRATIVE. 

In  the  evening  they  assembled,  together  agreeably  to 
the  appointment,  and  Janves  proceeded  as. fqllowsi — 
My  dear  Brethren,  to  you,  indeed,  I  may  aow  say, 
X  a4 
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••  Come  all  ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  and  I  will  tell  yon 
what  he  hath  done  for  my  soul."  I  have  often  told  yon, 
that  on  leaving  the  hospital  at  Yarmouth,  and  being 
discharged  from  the  navy  a  few  weeks  before  the  peace 
of  1802,  I  returned  to  London,  and  met  that  beloved 
mother  who  had  so  long  laboured  in  secret  for  my  salva- 
tion. I  well  remember  promising  her  to  depart  from 
sin  and  serve  the  Lord,  observing  that,  now  I  was  free 
from  a  man  of  war,  I  should  have  many  opportunities  of 
hearing  the  gospel  and  attending  to  her  pious  advice, 
which  I  vowed  most  solemnly  to  obey;  but,  alas!  I 
knew  not  the  deceitfulness  and  desperate  wickedness  of 
my  own  heart,  or  the  many  stratagems  Satan  would; 
make  use  of  to  lead  me  into  sin  and  destroy  my  im* 
mortal  soul,  I  was  ill-acquainted  with  my  own  weak- 
ness and  insufficiency,  and  therefore  purposed  in  my 
own  strength,  what  painful  experience  has  since  taught 
me  nothing  but  a  divine  power  can  accomplish.  For 
some  time  I  attended  regularly,  with  my  dear  mother, 
at  Surry  Chapel,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Upton's,  in  Church 
Street,  Rlackfriars  Road,  and  occasionally  at  a  small 
methodist  meeting  in  Lambeth  Marsh;  but  a  circum- 
stance soon  occurred  which  plunged  me  again  into  the 
depths  of  sin ;  and  the  discharge  of  my  shipmates,  who 
afterwards  met  me  in  London,  completed  the  work,  and 
I  returned  '*  like  the  dog  to  his  vomit,  or  the  sow  that  is 
washed  to  her  wallowing  in  the  mire."  I  now"  pursued 
with  redoubled  ardour  "  the  course  of  this  world  ac- 
cording to  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air."  Depraved 
companions,  urged  by  my  example,  gloried  in  hailing 
their  leader ;  and  I  felt  a  secret  joy  in  hurrying  them 
forward  "  in  the  paths  of  the  -destroyer."  A  situation 
of  respectability  offered  at  a  wine  and  brandy  merchant's, 
on  St.  Mary's  Hill,  and,  removed  fronf  the  eye  of  a 
faithful  parent,  I  now  pursued  the  objects  of  sense  with 
increased  avidity — theatres,  card-tables,  and  public  sup- 
pers wfere  my  delight  in  the  week,  while  tea  gardens, 
Camberwell,  Peckham,  and  various  other  villages  in 
the  vicinity  of  London,  were  my  constant  resort  in  the 
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Sabbath  afternoons.  Still  an  enlightened  conscience 
never  suffered  me  to  rest — T  trembled,  but  went  on~! 
ihuddered,  but  advanced — not  daring  to  look  backward 
or  forward,  but  blindly 

"  Forcing  my  .passage  to  the  flames." 


SURRY  CHAPEL., 

I  could  not,  however,  give  up  a  place  of  worship  al 
together,  though  it  only  tilled  me  with  terror,  yet  I  at- 
tended almost  every  Sabbath  morning,  and  sometimes 
in  the  evening,  at  Surry  ChapeU  There,  under  the 
most  awakening  sermons,  my  soul  has  frequently  been 
harrowed  up,  my  blood  has  run  cold,  and  I  have  faintly 
whispered,  "  God  be  merciful  unto  me,  a  sinner."  Often 
have  I  resolvedto  leave  the  ways  of  sin  and  pray  to  the 
Lord,  and  as  often  has  Satan  presented,  the  greatest 
allurements,  and  added,  by  way  of  contrast,  the  gloomy 
and  self-denying  paths  of  religion ; — urging  such  argu* 
meats  as  these :  "  Can  you  give  up  the  theatre  for 
prayer  I  Can  you  relinquish  the  dance  for  repentance  ? 
Can  yon  forsake  your  lively  and  cheerful  companions 
for  the  melancholy  followers  of  religion?  In  sin  you 
have  pleasure,  but  what  pleasure  do  you  expect  in 
religion  ;  admitting  it  is  right  and  best  in  the  end;  yet; 
is  it  not  time, enough  for  you  to  think  of  it?  $Jo  doubt 
it  is  a  good  thing  for  your  mother  and  many  old  people, 
*ho  most  soon  die ;  but  you  are  young,  and  ought  to 
enjoy,  yourself  while  you  can.  When  you  become  old 
and  feeble,  no  one  can  object  to  your  becoming  religi- 
ous ;  bat  at  your  time  of  life  it  would  be  folly  and  mad* 
ness  to  expose  yourself  to  the  ridicule  and  contempt  ot 
all  your  companions ;  for  a  future  happiness  you  may 
always  secure  to  yourself  by  five  minutes  repentance. 
No— no — b'e  wise  and  shdw  yourself  a  man ;  enjoy  the 
gratifications  suited  to  your  age,  and  the  opportunities 
around  you,  and  when  you  can  enjoy  them,  no  roore,^ 
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then  indeed  cast  yourself  on  the  raerey  of  God,  who 
never  rejects  any  sinner  that  eomes  to  him."  His  argu- 
ments prevailed — I  listened — I  believed — I  obeyed.  0 
the  devices  of  that  arch  enemy !  What  million*  bos-  he 
rained  by  those 

"  Specions  baits  of  sense  V* 

Bow  amazingly  thronged  is  the  broad  way !  How  suit* 
able  are  his  reasonings  to  a  depraved  mind,  a  corrupt 
nature,  a  deceitful  heart !  At  times,  however,  my  soul 
was  ready  to  burst  with  grief,  when  in  the  house  of  God 
I  reflected  cm  the  transactions  of  the  past  week/  and 
looked  forward  to  futare  engagements  of  the  same  fetal 
tendency.    .  . 

MATERNAL  AFFECTION. 

Often  have  I  stole  away  from  the  chapel,  racked  with 
the  most  pungent  sorvow,  and  reaching  .my  mother 
(with  whom  I  always  dined  on  the  Lord's  day)  reclined 
my  head  on  her  breast  and  burst  into  an  agony  of  tears. 
Delighted  with  such  compunctions  of  spirit,  she  would 
clasp  me  to  her  heart,  and  in  the  most  plaintive  afiec* 
tionate  tone  of  voice,  exclaim,  "  What  has  the  Lord 
been  saying  to  my  dear  child  this  morning?  Has  he 
spoken  by  his  servant  to  thine  heart,  my  love  1  Is  he 
working  in  thee  a  godly  sorrow  for  sin  ? — O  that  be 
would  btipr  my  fervent  prayers  and  bring  thee  to  his 
feet,  my  dear  James,  with  weeping  and  supplication  T 
Incapable  of  restraining  the  powerful  emotions  of  my 
soul,  quickened  into  real  agony  by  her  pious  and  ardent 
enquiries,  I  have  wept  for  nearly  an  hour,  though  I  dazed 
not  tell  her  the  passage  or  the  remark  that  stnick  me, 
lest  she  should  remind  me  of  it  on  a  future  day,  when  I 
was  engaging  in  some  sinful  pursuits.— Guilty  as  I  was, 
she  saw  the  Lord  had  not  wholly  given  me  up,  tiiough  I 
could  almost  immediately  after  reason  with  her  on  the 
advantages  of  the  theatre,  declaring  I  could  learn  as 
much,  and  feel  as  powerfully,  under  a  good  tragedy  as  in . 
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bearing  a  sermon.  My  passings  on  all  these  occasions 
were  powerfully  affected,  but  my  heart  remained  un- 
touched. 

Bob.  Ah  I  shipmate,  just  so  was  J  under  your  dis" 
coarse  the  first  day  or  two  I  was  with  you  in  Dock.  O 
W  clearly  do  I  now  see  that  God  alone  can  cb&ogv 
the  heart 

Tom.  May  we  all  learn  more  of  this  soul-humbling 
truth ! — surely  it  is  his  prerogative  to  wound  and  to  heal. 

Sam.  Glory  be  to  him  who  has  effectually  wrought 
this  change  in  our  hearts  1 

Bin.  0  may  I  ne'er  forget  the  work  of  God  in  my 
soul,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace ! 

James.   Your  reflections,  my  dear  shipmates,  are  just. 
The  progress  of  my  narrative  will,  I  trust,  excite,  many 
more  of  the  same  description;  I  shall  not  then  address  • 
you  m  vain, 

A  PIOUS  RESIGNATION. 

;$• 

My  dear  tbother,  in  the.  latter  part  of  her  life,  was 
much  afflicted  .with  a  canqer  in  her  breast.  Never  did 
.  I  witness  suou  acute  agonies,  or  such  pious  resignation 
as  in  her  case.  I  admired  religion  for  the  supports  it 
yielded  and  the  consolations  it  supplied,  but  being  yet 
unregenerate  I  could  only  admire  and  continue  a  stranger. 
to  its  inward  joys  and  holy  triumphs.  Her  affliction 
often  detained  her  at  home  on  the  Lord's  days,  and  ]  - 
considered  it  a  most  painful  task  to  go  over  what  I  had 
beard  in  the  sanctuary,  as  '  she  invariably  requested. 
Some  instances  of  my  horrid  ingratitude  and  cruelty  to 
tar  I  can  never  forget.  They  now  fill  me,  with  shame 
and  confusion  of  face.  O  how  great  were  her  sufferings 
from  her  wretched  wicked  sen  \  After  dinner  she  would 
generally  entreat  me  to  &ead  thft  Bible  to  her, — Nothing 
amid  be  more  revolting. to>  my  fceiirigft — it  was  a  book  I 
never  read  but  to  oblige  her — I.  hated  it§  doctrines  and 
dreaded  its  threatenings,  while  its  promise^  I  was  well 
•race,  belonged  not  to  me*    One  Sabbath  afternoon,  I 
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"bad  an  appointment  to  visit  Camberwell  with  some  young 
men.    My  mother  asked  me  to  read  a  chapter  to  her,! 
invented  a  thousand  excuses,  until,  perceiving*  my  re- 
luctance, she  said,  "  My  dear,  I  would  not  press  you  so 
much,  as  you  are  so  averse  to  it,  but  that  my  eyes  are 
getting  almost  too  weak,  but  as  you  wHI  not  read  to  me, 
stay  a  moment,  my  love,  and  I  will  endeavour  to  read  a 
chapter  to  you  ;  vexed  at  being  detained,  I  nevertheless 
stayed  a  few  minutes,  biting  my  lips ,  with  indignation, 
toping  she  would  not  be  able  to  read  much ;  though  she 
ivas  so  weak,  I  thought  I  would  indulge  her  foolish 
whim  fp*  a  while.     Her  back  was  turned  to  me,  and 
putting  on  her  spectacles,  she  read,  "  I  have  seen  his 
ways  and  will  heal  him."     She  proceeded,  but  I  wai  < 
startled  with  horror.    What,  thought  I,  does  God  saj:  J 
he  has  seen  my  ways  to  my  poor  mother  ?     I  began  to  ' 
weep,  she  turned  to  another  chapter,  and  read — ••  Is 
Ephraim  my  dear  son?    Is  he  a  pleasant  child?"    Her 
voice  faultered,  and,  removing  her  spectacles,  she  wiped 
tjbe  perspiration  from  her  face,  and  looking  up  to  heaven 
with  streaming  eyes,  cried  out,  "  Lord,  he  is  my  dear 
son,  but  far,  O  very  far  from  being  a  pleasant  child."   I 
burst  into  tears  afresh ;  at  this  action  she  turned  round, 
and  with  the  utmost  tenderness  looked  at  me.   Mortified 
.  that  she  saw  me  weeping  about  the  Bible,  I  arose  in  a 
rage,  fled  from  the  room,  loudly  closing  the  door  after 
•tne,  and  hastened  to  my  companions, 

T1JE  GUILTY  CONSCIENCE. 

O  my  God,  wbat  must  have  been  the  grief  of  her  soul 
to  behold  such  conduct!  Thou  alone  wast  privy. to  her 
sufferings,  and  thou  hast  well  rewarded  them  all,  through 
grace.  Her  tears  are  all  wiped  away — she  will  weep  no 
more — her  raptured  soul  is  with  thee— she  has  sown  in 
tears,  she  reaps  in  joy.  [James  weeps  greatly.  Every 
one  was  much  affected. — There  is  a  sacred  solemnity  in 

religious  sympathy;  each  felt  his  heart  moved,  but  no 
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one  interrupted  the  grief  of  this  pious  setilor — all  adartid 
the  riches  of  sovereign  mercy,  and  beheld.  James  as  a  . 
brand  plucked  out  of  the  fire. — James  proceeded,] 
Many  years  have  elapsed  since  this  circumstance,  and  it 
is  only  of  late  that  I  have  been  able  to  think  and  speak 
of  such  things  with  any  kind  of  composure.  Truly,  I 
could  say,  in  the  early  part  of  my  religious  course, 
"  Tears  were  my  meat  day  and  night,  while  I  reflected 
on  iny  cruel  conduct  to  this  beloved  mother."  I  had, 
however,  in  these  days  of  my  unregeneracy,  become  » 
uuite  hardened,  and  seemed  filling  up  the  measure  of 
my  iniquities  as  a  vessel  of  wrath  fitted  for  destruction. 
I  appear,  on  reflection,  to  have  been  ripening  for  eternal 
perdition,  and  though  I  had  escaped  suck  crimes  as  fall 
under  the  cognizance  of  human  laws,  yet  in  all  proba- 
bility the  principles  I  held,  and  the  practices  I  followed, 
would  soon  have  conducted  me  to  death  and  ruin* 


REPENTANCE  AND  PARDON. 

Bat  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy — blessed  Father  what 
an  expression— RICH  IN  MERCY!— for  the  great 
love  wherewith  he  hath  loved  me,  hath  quickened  /»« 
together  with  Christ.  JJy  grace  am  I  saved.  Ah  !  ship- 
mates, few  know  the  meaning  or  estimate  so  highly  the 
richness  and  the  glory  of  divine  grace,  as  those  who  are 
its  greatest  debtors.  What  but  grace,  unmerited,  so- 
vereign, free,  full,  glorious,  and  divine,  could  have  saved 
a  wretch  like  me  ?  yes,  I  trust  I  am  saved*  the  most  vile, 
most  unworthy,  and  most  depraved  of  all  ,its  blood- 
bought  subjects.  Had  not  salvation  been  ofgrace,  I 
most  have  been  eternally  damned.  O  let  us  .extol  that 
grace  which  bringeth  salvation,  and  teacheth  us  to  deny 
ungodliness  and  walk  soberly  in  this  present  ev\l  world. 

Bob.  Amen,  Yes,  brother,  by  the  grace  of  God,  I 
am  what  I  am.  Never,  never,  shall  this  tongue  cease  to 
magnify  the  unsought,  undeserved,  ancl  boundless  glories 

*f  sovereign  grace. 
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Dick*   Shipmate,  I  pray  God  that  grace  may  reign  in 
our  hearts,  through  righteousness,  unto  eternal  life* 
Joe.    Yes,  indeed,  and  my  heart  shall  always  ory, 

"  May  bat  this  grace  my  soul  renew, 
"  Let  sinners  gaze' and  bate  me  too ; 
"  The  work  that  saves  me,  does  engage 
"A  sure  defence  from  all  their  rage." 

2C«£  Hark,  messmates*  You  that  are  still  in  the 
gall  of  bitterness,  bear  what  God  hath  wrought,  and  re- 
member that  the  God  of  all  grace  declares,  "  His  arm 
is  not  shortened  by  the  wonders  be  has  wrought  so  that 
he  cannot  save  yon,  or  his  ear  heavy  by  the  millions 
who  gry  to  him,  that  he  cannot  hear  your  prayers  for 
mercy.  O  seek  Him  who  now  declares,  "  My  grace  is 
sufficient  for  you."  [Many  of  the  seamen  who  were 
leaning  over  the  guns,  as  was  usual  with  thern,  and 
listening  to  this  praying  company,  were  much  struck 
with  the  pointed  and  warm-hearted  address  of  Ned; 
while  those  who  did  not  like  it  grumbled  out  an  oath, 
and  went  on  deck.] 

THE  PRESS  GANG. 

James.  How  great  a  matter,  a  little  fire  kindleth ! 
The  principal  events  of  oar  lives  often  torn  on  some 
most  trifling  circumstance.  Thus  does  God  glorify 
himself,  and  thus  does  his  hand  become  most  visible. 
The  war  with  France  had  just  broken  out  ajresh,  and,  as 
*ien  were  immediately  wanted  to  man  the  navy,  the 
press  became  exceedingly  hot  every  night  along  shore. 
One  morning,  having  a  large  ordev  to  dispatch  for  the 
country,  I  was  running  to  the  Excise  office  at  the  head 
of  St*  Mary's  Hill  for  a  permit,  when  I  beheld  fifty  men 
hand-cuffed,  marching  two  and  two  from  the  Mansion 
House  te  the  Tender.  They  had  all  been  impressed 
the  preceding  night  I  started  at  this  sight — my  em* 
ployer  saw  me,  and  following  me,  remarked,  "  You  see 
how  many  are  pressed  every  night,  and  as  you  have 
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teen  in  the  navy,  I  fear,  lest  some  que  may  inform 
igainst  you,  and  you  will  be  hurried  away  to  sea;  I 
would  advise,  therefore*  that  you  keep  out  of  the  way 
for  a  few  days ;  yea  had  better  go  somewhere  in  this 
coBDtry."  A  week's  fro]ic<  seated  npyta&te,  and  I  imme- 
diately acceded  to  tbe  proposal*  This,  afternoon  I 
hastened  to  my  dear  mother ;  she  kept  hei  hedV  exceed- 
ingly ill  with  tbe  ea&eer,  and  evidently,  drawing  near  to 
eternity.  Alarmed  for  my  safety,  she  reluctant^  agreed 
to  tbe  separation,  and  proposed  my  visiting  Oxford.  I 
rejoiced  at  this,  as  I  bad  afc  acquaintance  there,  equally 
devoted  to  pleasure  with  myself.  I  banned,  therefore, 
to  the  White  Horse  Cellar,  to  secure  a  place  in  the 
stage.  Perceiving  a  Beading  coach  passing  through 
Piccadilly,  it  immediately  occwred  to  me  that  I  had  an 

old  messmate  residing  in  that  town,  J.  L -•,    I  felt 

anxious  to  see  him,  and  enquired  at  the  office  if  I- could 
take  a  coach  from  thence  to  Oxford.  Finding  this  could 
be  done,  I  booked  for  Reading  on  the  following  Mopdajv 
and  returned  to  my  mother  on  Saturday*  and  ojp  the 
Sabbath  my  dear  mother,  as  far  as  her  strength  would!, 
permit,  continually  'represented  the  importance  of  re- 
ligion. I  approved  of  her  sentiments,  but  thought  it 
waa  time  enough  yet. 


MATERNAL  ADVICE. 

On  Monday  morning  she  addressed  Me  in  the  most 
solemn  manner.  "  My  dear  James,  it  is  Highly  probable 
joa  will  never  live  to  see  your  afflicted  mother  alive 
again ;  O  let  me  charge  yon  to  seek  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ"  I  thanked  her,  but  observed  I  had  no  doubt  of 
being  back  in  a  fortnight,  at  least,  and  begged  her  not 
to  think  of  death,  as  it  would  make  her  melancholy. 
She  still  persevered,  and  spoke  with  a  degreeof  despon-r 
dency  that  has  often  since  impressed  my  mind  with  tbe 
idea,  that,  having  done  every  thing  in  her  power  to  re- 
gain and  awaken  me,  and  seeing  all  in  vain,  she  had 
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now  almost  riven  me  tip,  as  incorrigible  and  deserted,  rf 
G?od,  to  sin  and  rain.  I  was  iihpreSsed  with  the  solemnity  . 
of  her  parting' address,  and  took  my  leave  with  nWli 
affection  and  many  promises  of  attention  to  her  advice. 
I  was  scarcely  out  of. the  house  before  the  presentiment 
of  my  dear  mother  and  her  fervent  admonitions  deeply 
affected  me.  I  strove  to  shake  it  off,  but  in  spite  of  all 
my  endeavours,  a  heavy  gloom- rested  upon  my  mind, 
that  quite  *  overpowered  me.  '.Some  slight  pain  con- 
tributed to  depress  my  mind,  apd  I  travelled  to  Reading, 
regardless  of  every  object  on  the  r&ad,  and  overwhelmed 
with  a  combination  of  distressing  feelings.  I  soon  dis- 
covered the  residence  of  my  old  messmate,  John  I> , 

and  by  his  directions  obtained  a  lodging  at  the  Jack  of 
Newbury,  public  house.  John,  about  three  years  before 
I  quitted  the  navy,  had  been  drafted  from  a  frigate  re- 
turned from  the  coast  of  Guinea,  to  our  ship,  the  Aga- 
memnon. A  few  weeks  before  he  came  on  board  I  had 
nearly  lost  my  life,  and  endangered  the  whole  ship's 
company,  in  a  desperate  fit  of  intoxication. — The  gunner 
had  so  effectually  reasoned  with  me  that  for  twelve 
months  I  felt  the  greatest  horror  at  this  sin,  and  was 
considered  as  a  reformed  man.  Tt  was  during  this  time 
John  joined  our  ship.  He  messed  in  the  next  berth,  to 
me  in  the  larboard  bay,  and  was  ordered  to  do  duty  iii 
the  fore-top,  in  the  second  watch ;  I  belonged  to  the 
first  watch  in  the  same  top.  He  had  been  paid  off  from 
the  frigate,  and  having  plenty  of  money,  indulged  with- 
out restraint  in  sin.  Almost  every  afternoon  I  beheld 
hrm  stretched  on  the  deck  quite  intoxicated.  Being  a 
fine  young  seaman,  of  pleasing  manners  and  openness  o\ 
mind,  we  soon  became  acquainted,  I  represented  to 
him  the  evil  of  drunkenness,  talked  to  him  about  religion, 
and  as  he  had  been  accustomed  to  attend  a  meeting  m 
Beading,  he  listened  with  attention  to  my  remarks,  and 
at  length  became  much  reformed.  He  now  messed  ia 
our  berth. — I  was  taken  ill. — He  read  a  variety  of  re- 
ligious letters  I  had  written  formerly,  from  a  book  into 
which  they  were  copied*  and  appeared  deeply  affected, 
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promising  he  would  no  more  drink  to  excess.  •  Oar  ac- 
quaintance soon  ripened  into  the  firmest  friendship,  and 
we  became  almost  inseparable,  and  well  known  as  "  the 
friends."  Our  reformation,  however,  was  not  of  niany 
months  continuance. 

Dan.  Alas !  how  vastly  different  are  reformation  arid 
regeneration.  Judas  was  reformed,  but  not  regenerated. 
— He  fell  and  went  to  his  own  place. 

Humphry.  True,  shipmate;  Saul  had  "  another 
heart'9  given  to  him*  but  be  was  not  created  anew  ia 
Christ  Jesus. 

Ben.  How  different  is  it  for  the  evil  spirit  to  go  out 
of  a  man,  and  the  same  spirit  to  be  driven  out  by  a 
stronger  than  the  strong  man  armed.  Tf  he  voluntarily 
leaves  the  house,  it  may  appear  swept  and  garnished ; 
but,  if  he  is  forced  out,  the  sinner  becomes  a  new 
creature,  and  Christ  Jesus  is  effectually  formed  in  the 
heart,  the  hope  of  glory.  May  we  all,  my  dear  ship- 
mates, experience  the  power  ojF  sovereign  grace,  taking 
away  the  heart .  of  stone,  giving  us  a  heart  of  flesh ! 
making  us  his  people,  and  he  becoming  our  God. 

James.  Amen.  Grant  this  prayer,  O  Lord.  I  have 
already  informed  yon  that  I  left  the  navy  before  -the 
peace ;  when  it  took  place,  a  few  weeks  after  my  arrival 
in  town,  the  Agamemnon  was  paid  off,  and  my  friend' 
John  joined  me  in  London,  and  was  with  me  when  I  at- 
tempted to  leap  from  the  gallery  of  the  Royal  Circus* — 
After  cruizing  about  London  for  a  fortnight,  he  went 
home  to  Reading,  and  I  bad  not  seen  him  since,  until 
the  evening  we  met  at  the  Jack  of  Newbury.  My  de- 
pression of  spirits  continued.  While  we  were  drinking 
together,  and  recounting  our  former  transactions,  I  burst 
into  tears,  and  remarked,  "  Ah !  John,  if  we  don't  turn 
Wore  we  die,  what  we  wrote  about  religion  in  the 
Agamemnon  will  prove  a  swift  witness  against  us  in  the 
day  of  judgment."  I  have  often  since  wondered  at  such 
ai  observation  escaping  me  that  night,  but  suppose  it 
was  from  the  sudden  conviction  01  a  cpnsciexijq^  con- 
siderably enlightened  by  a  religious  etfncatidV'tbaugli 
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not  savingly  renewed.  On  Tuesday  morning  I  suffered 
increasing  pain,  and  waited  on  a  surgeon.  He  pro- 
nounced  my  illness  of  serious  consequence,  and  advised 
immediate  attention.  T  strove  to  laugh  it  off;  and  re- 
quested he  would  give  me  something  to  ease  the  pain,  as 
I  must  not  be  debarred  from  visiting  Oxford.  I  should 
soon  return  to  London,  and,  if  any  thing  farther  was  re- 
quired, I  could  obtain  it  there.  I  laboured  bard  this 
day  to  regain  my  former  vivacity,  but  in  vain.  Aq  un* 
accountable  gloom  oppressed  me — but  I  endeavoured 
to  be  cheerful  in  the  prospect  of  some  pleasure  at  Ox- 
ford, where  I  hoped  to  meet  a.  companion  less  solid  and 
steady  than  my  messmate,  John,  appeared  last  night 
»  He  was  obliged  to  leave  me'  on  a  journey  to-day,  and  I 
could  only  amuse  myself  by  a  few  solitary  walks  round 
the  town.  In*  the  evening  it  struck  me  I  would  go  into 
a  meeting  I  saw  opened,  and  entered  the  Independent 
Chapel,  where  the  Rev.  Mr.  Douglas  was  going  to 
preach.-— I  was  touch  struck  with  bis  remarks  on  this 
passage*  "  Verily,  thou  art  a  God  that  hideth  thyself,  0 
God  of  Israel,  our  Saviour;"*  though  it  produced  no 
other  effect  than  surprise  and  gratification  during  the 
service.  Wednesday,  John  came  to  me,  and  we  spent 
the  day  together,  but  my  pain  increased  so  much  that  I 
had  but  little  enjoyment  in  his  company.  In  the  evening 
he  endeavoured  to  arouse  me  by  inviting  some  young 
men  to  join  us  at  an  inn,  over  a  bowl  of  punch.  They 
soon  became  nearly  intoxicated ;  but  I  felt  so  depressed 
in  spirits,  that  I  could  not  unite  with  them,  and  looked 
with  indignation  on  their  revelry.  I  stole  into  a  corner 
of  the  room  and  wrote  ja  very  mournful  letter  to  my  dear 
mother,  longing  to  see  her,  and  almost  determining  to 
return  back  to  London  the  next  morning. 

THE  BED  OF  SICKNESS. 

\ 

At  night  I  went  to  bed,  the  most  wretched  and  miser- 
able of  men.  Extreme  agitation  produced  a  violent 
fever;  and,  before  morning,  I  was  in  a  state  of  great 
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horrof  of  mind,  and  acute  agony  of  body.    I  had  eiir 
dearoured  to  sleep,  but  the  effort  was  vain. — Sleep  de- 
parted from  me,  and  I  continued  until  day-light,  fujl  of 
tossmgs  to  and  fro,  without  a  ray  of  comfort.    To  my 
great  surprise,  a  crowd  of  recollections  of  past  events 
pressed  upon  my  attention,  and  a  guilty  conscience  de- 
manded audience.   Astonished  and  indignant  at  the  un- 
welcome intrusion,  I  strove  to  silence  every  remonstrance, 
and  banish  every  reflection,  and  I  partially  succeeded; 
tat  was  left  in  a  state  of  trembling  agony,  that  chilled 
my  very  soul.     I  thought  of  rising  and  taking  the  coach 
back  to  Londoi} ;  but  1  felt  so  ill,  I  concluded  I  ^ould 
wait  until  nine  or  ten  o'clock,  and  then  take  a  place  in 
fte  afternoon  coach.    At  nine  I  arose,  amazed  at  my 
own  weakness  of  body  in  one  night.    I  attempted  to 
dress ;  but,  before  I  could  finish,  fell  against  the  bed — - 
tod  remained  for  a  few  minutes  in  speechless  horror* 
The  servant  of  the  house  came  up — I  called  for  water* 
and  with  the  Jittle  strength  I  had  left,  rolled  into  bed. 
The  fever  increased — pain  was  more  severe ;  anld  before 
twelve  o'clock  I  lay  gasping  for'  breath !    The  blood 
rolled  a  scalding  current  through  my  veins,  convulsive 
shocks  rebounded  from  my  heart ;  and  though  naturally 
strong,  bold,  fearless,  and  daring,  I  shuddered,  and  sunk 
on  the  pillow  a  prostrate  .guilty  .wretch ;  suddenly  de- 
prived of  all  ease,  all  peace,  and  all  enjoyments.    "  The . 
pains  of  hell  gat  hold  upon  me  !"    I  found  astounding 
trouble  and  sorrow.     John  called. — I  cried,    "I  am 
dying ;    what  shaft  I  do  ? — I  want  to  get  back  to  my 
fflotber :  I  want  her  consolation,  and  her  prayers. — Order 
a  post  chaise ;  place  straw  or  a  bed  in  it,  and  let  me  be 
driven  to  London,  that  I  may  see  her  and  hear  her  before 
I  die.9     I  wanted  some  religious  persons  to  pray  with 
me;  but  never  having  lived  in  the  country,  I  had  the 
greatest  contempt  for  a  country  town,  and  fancied  there 
was  no  religion,  or  religious  people  ,  of  any  consequence, 
oat  of  London.    John  promised  to  have  a  chaise  ready 
this  evening.   This  threw  a  momentary  gl^am  of  comfort 
across  my  darkened'  mindf,  and  I  began  to  reason  within 
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myself  about  this  singular  and  violent  attack.  I  remem- 
ber I  felt  astonished  that  God  should  attempt  to  stop  m, 
and  looked  upon  it  as  a  degree  of  insolence,  often  mut- 
tering, u  If  I  was  going  to  hell,  why  not  let  me  go  my 
own /way  ? — J  could  but  have  been  damned  at  last.  He 
would  lose  nothing  by  suffering  me  to  live  a  little  longer 
—and  I  should  gain  some  more  pleasure  before  I  was 
finally  ruined !" 

Bob.  Good  God  f  How  desperately  wicked  is  the 
human  heart !  How  madly  have  I  thus  rushed  upon  the 
thick  bosses  of  his  buckler ! 

James.  The  day  declined. — I  could  not  move. — The 
chaise  was  countermanded. — I  could  not  go  to  my  dear 
mother, — Night  approached. — I  would  have  no  doctor. — 
John  departed. — The  servant  closed  the  door,  and  the 
family  retired  to  Test. — I  had  had  nothing  but  water 
through  the  day !  Left  to  myself,  terrors  seized  me,  and 
I  stared  wildly  around  for  help. — Death  and  ruin  ap- 
peared before  me.— rl  was  not  delirious,  but  perfectly 
collected.  I  drank  water,  and  attempted*  to  reason  on 
my  conditio*.  I  saw  the  hand  of  God  in  this  affliction, 
and  hated  it.  Bereft  of  all  kopo  of  returning  to  my 
mother,  Iviewed  the  Almighty  as  cruel  and  unjust !  My 
heart  grew  hot  against  him,  and  I  could  almost  dare  him 
to  do  bis-  worst. — The  clock  struck  twelve.  I  looked 
upward  with  indignation,  and  was  ready  to  fancy, 
(though  I  dared  not  indulge  the  idea,)  that,  jf  possible,  I 
could  have  torn  God  from  his  throne  for  stopping  me. 
I  was  mad  against  him!  Hy  former  life  called  for  my 
attention.  I  dismissed  it  with  execration.  I  never 
thought  of  praying  at  this  time,  but  was  more  ready  to 
raise  my  arm  in  defiance.  The  horror  of  my  mind,  and 
the  violent  pain  of  my  body,  completely  exhausted  me 
before  morning ;  and  when  I  could  contend  no  longer,  I 
sunk  into  a  state  of  infernal  gloom  and  horror.  I  was 
aroused  in  the  morning  by  John.  He  asked,  could  I  un* 
dertake  the  journey  ?  I  shook « my  head  and  whispered, 
"  My  dear  fellow,  it's  all  over  with  me :  I  shall  sooa  be 
gone. — I'm  a  ruin'd  man !    O  my  poor  mother !    Had  I 
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followed  her  advice — but  it's  too  late !  No !  she'll  never 
see  me  again !  I  shall  soon  be  in  hell !  Don't  trouble 
yourself  about  me !  I  tell  you  it's  all  over !  Let  me 
alone!  I  shan't  go  yet — but  the  business  is  settled!  I'm 
done  for — body  and  soul,  for  ever!"  "  Shall  I  call  in  a 
forgeon  V  "  You  may  if  you  like ;  but  the  business  is 
fettled !  Your  old  messmate's  shipwrecked  without 
tope,  and  doomed  to  hell !  O  my  mother !  Would  to 
God  I  had  listened  to  you!  I  can't  cry !  I'm  burning 
coder  the  line,  and  I  shall  soon  be  worse !  Take  ear*? 
of  yourself,  my  dear  fellow,  it's  hard  work  to  die.? 

PROGRESS  OF  REPENTANCE. 

His  heart  was  melted !  he  fled  from  the  room,  and  re- 
tained with  a  surgeon.  I  felt  quite  indifferent  to  what 
they  said  or  did.  The  doctor  informed  him  I  required 
the  utmost  attention,  but  was  not  in  any  immediate 
danger.  He  advised  his  removing  me  to  private  lodg- 
ings ;  obtaining  a  nurse ;  and  assured  him  it  was  neces- 
sary I  should  pursue  a  course  he  would  direct;  and  it 
might  be  some  weeks  before  X  should  recover,  but  he 
hoped  recovery  was  not  doubtful.  lie  recommended  a 
room,  and  the  person  who  let  it  to  become  my  nurse ; 
my  friend  instantly  went  out  and  engaged  both,  and  re- 
turned to  inform  me  I  must  be  removed  the  next  morn- 
ing. About  the  middle  of  this  day,  Friday,  my  enmity 
against  God  subsided,  and  finding  myself  reduced  to 
the  most  extreme  weakness  both  of  bodv  and  mind,  I 
gradually  gave  uray  to  that  supreme  power  T  saw  conr 
tending  with  me — listened  to  the  voice  of  conscience — 
stood  aghast  at  the  recollection  of  my  sins ;  and  longedL 
bat  daried  not  ask  for  pardon.  As  the  night  dr§w  nigh, 
*  gradual  tenderness  of  soul  affected  me;  and  1  began 
to  weep. — "  The  Almighty  maketh  my  heart  soft,"  said 
Job ;  and  sorely  none  but  him  could  soften  a  desperate 
hardened  sinner  like  me.  I  felt,  before  eleven  at  uighV 
**  if  the  heart  of  atone,  was  gently  dissolving,  and  a 
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heart  of  flesh  gradually  appearing.  I  could  now  mourn 
over  mj  iniquities ;  weep  to  think  of  my  dear  mother, 
wish  for  mercy,  and  hope  that  God  would  not  damn  me 
for  ever,  because  he  was  merciful ;  but  I  could  not  praj; 
and  I  had  no  idea  6f  a  Mediator  between  God  and  man 
making  an  atonement  for  sin,  and  bringing  in  an  ever- 
lasting righteousness. 

Boo.  How  strange  it  is,  that  under  the  first  dawning! 
of  divine  ^aercy,  we  only  see  men  as  trees,  walking ;  and 
>  so  long  as  we  are  ignorant  of  the  Redeemer's  righteous- 
ness, we  either  go  about  to  establish  our  own  righteous- 
ness, or,  like  you  and  I,  too  conscious  of  our  own 
guilt  to  think  of  merit,  we  take  refuge  in  some  vague 
Motion  of  the  general  mercy  of  God,  without  a  single 
inquiry,  How  is  Divine  Justice  to  be  satisfied,  or  our 
debts  paid  ?  "  So  ignorant  was  I,  O  God,  I  was  as  a 
beast  before  thee." 

Tarn.  How  much  does  James's  narrative  remind  me! 
of  Jeremiah's  words  to  the  Almighty,  "  Thou  art  stronger 
than  I,  and  hast  prevailed,— Surely  when  the  Lot d  con- 
tends, he  will  overcome.  Who,  says  he,  would  set  the 
briars  and  thorns  of  human  opposition  against  me  in 
battle?  I  would  go  through  them;  I  would  burn  them 
together.  Let  the  awakened  shiner  take  bold  of  my 
strength,  that  he  may  make  peace  with  me ;  and  lie  shall 
make  peace  with  me." 

Jantes.  But,  like  the  blind  unregenerated  sinner,  at 
this  period  the  way  of  peace,  through  the  Hood  of 
Christ,  was  a  way  I  had  not  known;  I  was  indeed 
disarmed,  weakened,  and  vanquished ;  alarmed  at  my 
sins ;  fearful  of  hell ;  longing  to  escape ;  but  had  no  ex- 
perimental knowledge  of  "  the  way,  the  troth,  and  the 

life:' 

Dan.  Let  us  gather  from  this,  my  dear  shipmates, 
the  absolute  necessity  of  the  work  of  the  Hely  Spirit, 
not  only  to  convince  and  convert,  but  also  to  teach,  to 
enlighten,  and  to  comfort,  by  applying  to  an  awakened 
conscience  the  glorious  tidings  of  redemption  by  the 
precious  blood  of  Jesus  Christ    Often  have  I  soap — 
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"  Till  God  in  human  flesh  I  see, 
My  thoughts  no  comfort  find ; 
The  holy,  just,  and  sacred  Three, 
"  Are  terrors  to  my  mind." 


Frank.  Yes,  messmate,  it  is  hard,  that  is,  impossi- 
ble for  the  sinner,  under  the  drawings  of  God  the  Father, 
to  kick  against  his  mighty  power  with  success;  for 
whom  he  calls  by  his  grace  he  justifies  through  his  Son, 
sanctifies  by  his  Spirit,  and  glorifies  by  his  power  and 
lo?e. 

James.  Happily  I  live  to  prove  this. — On  the  Friday 
evening,  the  convictions  of  my  mind  continued;  my 
soul  was  much  distressed,  and  I  spent  the  night  in  grief 
and  sorrow,  because  of  my  sins.  Still  I  could  see  no 
way  of  salvation. — My  sins  evidently  deserved  damna- 
tion !  God,  I  saw,  would  be  perfectly  righteous  in  my 
rain.  I  wept  and  lamented  that  I  had  so  grievously 
offended  him ;  -but  I  had  no  idea  my  tears  could  procure 
my  pardon ;  nor  could  I  conceive  in  what  way  a  just 
God  could  pardon  me,  or  ought  to  pardon  me*  The 
morning  of  Saturday  broke  upon  me,  and  found  me  like 
a  vessel  driven  in  a  tempestuous  night  on  a  ridge  of 
rocks!  ' The  storm  had  partly  subsided;  but  the  surges 
still  rolled*  and  every  billow  threatened  complete  de- 
struction. Afraid  to  die,  vet  I  felt  indifferent  to  life ; 
and,  about  nine  o'clock,  I  fell  into  a  kind  of  gloomy 
stupor,  almost  unconscious  of  any  thing  but  pain  and 
horror.  At  ten,  I  was  dressed;  carried  to'  a  sedan 
chair;  and  borne  to  my  new  lodgings  in  a  court  in 
London  street.  I  fancy  at  this  moment  I  see  the  tombs 
«ad  graves  in  St  Giles's  burying  ground ;  and'  well  re- 
collect the  gloom  and  terror  with  which  I  beheld  them* 
expecting  in  a  few  days  to  be  carried  there  a  corpse. 

i 

THE  STORM. 

At  tins  moment  a  violent  storm  rolling  across  Torbay, 
burst  mpm  the  fleet,  and  the  boatswain  piped,' "  Alt 
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hands,  strike  yards  and  topmasts,  a-hoy."  The  meeting 
suddenly  broke  up,  and  every  man  fled  to  his  post  It 
was  eleven  o'clock  before  they  secured  the  yards  and 
rigging ;  and  it  blew  such  a  gale  that  each  ship  placed 
men  at  the  sheet-anchor,  and  few  turned  in  that  night 
Three  vessels  drifting  to  leeward,  threw  up  blue  lights, 
as  signals  they  were  going  on  shore — several  fired  minute 
guns  of  distress.  James  and  Bob  felt  the  wild  commotion 
at  the  top-mast  head,  but  all  was  peace  within.  Their 
minds  were  kept  in  peace,  confiding  in 

• 

"  The  God  who  rules  on  high, 
"  And  thunders  when  he  please; 

"  That  rides  upon  the  stormy  sky, 
"  And  manages  the  seas." 

rjfbe  day  following  broke  upon  the  ocean  with  the  ut- 
most calmness  and  serenity.  The  storm  had  rolled  by— 
the  sun  arose  with  uncommon  splendour ;  and  after 
washing  decks,  as  usual,  all  hands  were  turned  up  to 
loose  sails  to  dry.  The  morning  and  afternoon  passed 
away  in  the  usual  occupations,  and  about  six  o'clock, 
the  evening  being  calm,  and  the  sails  furled,  the  crew 
«f  the  Royal  George  indulged  themselves  according  to 
their  several  inclinations.  Here,  a  company  were  united 
in  the  wild  sailors'  dance.  There,  a  multitude  were 
drinking  grog  and  singing  warlike  songs ;  while,  in  a 
more  retired  part  of  the  ship,  James  and  his  pious  conv 
pany,  with,  such  as  chose  quietly  to  stay  with  them,  were 
assembled  to  hear  the  remainder  of  James's  interesting 
narrative.  Prayer  being  offered,  and  a  hymn  sung,  Bob 
observed — 

Now,  my  dear  brother,  we  wait  to  hear  the  fartbe* 
dealings  of  the  Lord  with  your  soul. — Surely  you  hav* 
been  made  a  monument  of  divine  mercy. 

< 

GRIEF  AND  DESPONDENCY.         . 

.  Jmnes.    True,  my  brother,  "I  obtained  mercy  as  a 
pattern  to  them  who  should  hereafter  believe."— Mrs.  B. 
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who  now  became  my  landlady  and  nurse?,  received  in© 
with  great  kindness.     I  was  carried  from  the  sedan  to 
a  chair — a  pillow  was  brought  and  laid  on  the  table.     I 
Tested  my  aching  head  upon  it ;  and  thought  myself  the 
ntyst  miserable?  of  all  human  beings.    A  settled  despon- 
dency overspread  my  soul.    I  saw  myself  conquered  by. 
that  Power  which  had  Hveakened  and'disarmed  me.     J 
fay  prostrate  at  his  feet,  but  not  converted.     My  sub- 
mission was  that  of  a  slave  crushed  beneath  superior 
Jower,  not  the  resignation  of  a  child  who  perceives  tlj£ 
wisdom  and  adores  the  paternal  love  of  his  heavenly 
father  in  the  chastisement  he  receives.   I  could  not  say, 
*  It  is  good  for  me  that  I  am  afflicted."    I  bore  it,  be- 
cause I  was  forced  to  bear  it ;  but  my  heart  was  "  like 
a  bullock  unaccustomed  to  the  yoke."     Sullen,  melan- 
choly, and  trembling,  I  could  hold  no  conversation ; 
and,  exhausted  with  conflicting  passions,  I  soon  begged 
they  weald  assist  me  up  stairs.    About  twelve  o'clock,  I 
was  safe  in  bed,  and  the  nurse  left  me,     O  my  dear 
brethren,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  describe  the  horror 
of  my  mind  when  placed  in  this  bed,  and  left  to  the 
tormenting  reflections  of  a  guilty  conscience. — I  turned 
and  turned,  but  found  no  rest.     If  I  looked  backward, 
my  sins,  my  mother,  and  my  daring  rebellions,  harrowed 
ap  my  soul.    If  I  looked  around  my  room,  and  thought 
of  the  place  I  came  from;  where  I  was  going;  now  J 
was  taken  ill ;  and  the  situation  in  which  I  lay ;  I  was 
Mrnck  with  wild  amazement  at  the  unexpected  train  of 
events.     If  I  looked  forward,  I  saw  death,  the  grave, 
adjudgment  at  hand,  without  hope,  and  without  God. — 
Dr.  Watts  folly  paints  my  state  when  he  says — , 

"  Phmg'd  in  a  gulf  of  dark  despair, 
"  We  wretched  sinners  lay ; 
Without  one  cheerful  beam  of  hope, 
One  spark  of  glimmering  day/' 

Had  I  been  the  master  of  worlds  now,  I  would  have 
given  them  all  to  have  been  favoured  tf  ith  the  presence 
and  consolations  of  my  dear  mother.    I  sighed,  with  a 
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breaking  heart, — ?u  O,  could  I  now  recline  tyis  distracted 
head  on  her  affectionate  bosom. — Could  I  now  potir  out 
my  complaints  to  my  beloved  mother. — Could  I  now  hear 
her  compassionate  tender   exhortations,   accompanied 

with  the  constant  repetition,  *  My  dear  James/ 

When  I  was  in  battle,  or  in  storms  at  sea,  I  trembled; 
but  I  was  full  of  health,  bold,  and  inspirited  by  hard; 
companions  and  daring  veterans  in  the  service;  hut 
now,  my  limbs^re  nearly  useless,  my  strength  is  gon& 
my  spirits  are  fled,  and  a  load — O  what  a  load  presses 
me  down,  that  I  cannot  rise. — Like  the  poet  I  could 
say—        ;      ' 

"  If  sometimes  I  strive,  as  I  mourn, 

"  My  hold  on  the  promise  to  keep, 
"  The  billows  more  fiercely  return, 

"  And  plunge  me  again  in  the  deep." 

I  said,  in  the  cutting  off  of  my  days,  I  shall  go  to  the 
gates  of  the  graven — He  will  cut  me  off  with  piping 
sickness ;  from  day  even  to  night  wilt'  thou  make  an 
end  of  me. — Like  a  crane  or  a.  swallow,  so  did  I  chatter  ,* 
I  mourned  as  a  dove;  the  floods  compassed  me  about, 
even  to  the  s6ul;  the  depth  closed  me  round  about. 
Unable  to  shed  a  tear,  and  dumb  with  sorrow  and  ex- 
treme  wretchedness,  I  lay  until  three  o'clock,  when  life 
itself  became,  burdensome !  I  sought  death,  but  feared 
to  die ;  until  a  stupor  of  misery  seized  me,  and  I  sunk 
on  the  pillow  (as  many  wicked  men  I  firmly  believe  die) 
indifferent  to  life  or  death ;  endeavouring  to  banish  from 
my  mind,  the  consideration  of  ^either. 


THE  PIOUS  NURSE. 

Mrs.  B.  my  nurse,  had  been  a*  professor  of  religion, 
although  a  few  weeks  acquaintance  made  me  doubt  her 
possession  of  Divine  Grace ;  she  pitied  my  low  and 
wretched  condition,  and  sitting  down  by  me*  observed 
with  great  tenderness,  "  You  appear,  sir,  to  be  much 
troubled  in  mind.    I  am  sorry  to  see  you  so  low ;  1 
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should  feel  happy  to  contribute  to  your  comiort. — Is 

there  any  thing  I  can  do  to  relieve  you  ?"  I  shook  my 
head,  intimating  this  was  impossible.  She  remarked, 
M  Perhaps,  sir,  you  are  distressed  at  being  in  a  strange1 
place:  you  may  rely  on  every  attention  being  paid  you, 
—Or  is  it,  sir,  grief  at  separation  from  your  friends  I 
perhaps  in  three  weeks  or  a  month  you  will  be  well 
enough  to  niove  from  hence."  She  paused.  I  looked 
indifferent,— She  proceeded — "  It  may  be,  sir,  that  you 
are  overwhelmed  at  the  affliction  you  experience:  we 
are  very  apt  to  forget,  sir,  that  the  Lord  '  does  not  will- 
ingly afflict  or  grieve  the  children  of  men ;'  and  his  ob- 
ject in  all  our  afflictions  is  to  do  us 'good. — Surely,  sir, 
ycnj  know  that  'his  thoughts  are  not  as  our  thoughts, 
and  that  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works.'  He 
does  not  despise  prayer,  sir.  Would  it  not  be  proper 
far  ypu  to  have  some  religious  person  to  pray  with  you  t 
Many  in  this  town  would  be  glad  to  come.  Don't  be 
alarmed,  sir,  the  Lord  can  save  your  soul." 

It  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  me  to  de- 
scribe the  effect  this  address  produced  upon  my  mind. — 
A  ray  of  light  darted  across  my  soul :  some  distant  pros- 
pect arose  to  encourage  the  exercise  of  hope;  and  I 
ventured  to  believe,  (though  without  being  able  to  say 
why,)  that  I  should  not  sink  into  hell. — I  opened  my 
eyes  and  fixed  them  on  the  woman,  with  astonishment 
and  gratitude,  though  I  made  no  reply ;  but  I  looked 
upon  her  as  an  angel  sent  from  heaven  to  administer 
consolation  ta  my  guilty  soul !    She  added  something 
more,  and  left  me*    I  forgot  my  pain  of  body,  and  con- 
,  turned  for  hours  revolving  in  my  mind  all  she  had  said. 
^  J  was  struck  with  the  propriety,  of  her  remarks,  and 
I  considered,  if  God  indeed  intends  to  do  me  good,  this 
'  was  certainly  a  very  proper  -way.     I  required  to  be 
brought  low,  and  to  be  shewn  in  the  most  convincing 
manner  the  error  of  my  ways.     Surely,  thought  I,  if  the 
Almighty  meant  to  benefit  me  by  these  circumstances,  I 
ought  to  think  his  proceedings  right;  and  hope  that  he 
may  yet  pity  me  and  shew  mercy.    This  was  the  first 
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degree  of  comfort  I  had  experienced,  and  the  first 
moment  I  even  ventured  to  hope  itwas  possible  I  could 
be  saved ;   though  I  was  still  ignorant  of  the  way  in 
which  the  Lord  oould  save  me,  without  forfeiting  his 
justice. — It  is  good  to  notice  the  work  of  the  Lord,  and 
mark  the  operation  of  his  hands.     I  have  every  reason 
to  conclude,  from  this  day,  the  divine  process  of  conver- 
sion was   mere  particularly  begun — and  this  was  toj  I 
birth- day,  (March  19,  1803.)     I  was  just  twenty-one 
years  of  age. — I  had  often  joked  with  my  companions, 
that  on  this  day  I  should  come  of  age  and  receive  my 
titles  and  estates. — Idle  as  this  sentiment  was  in  the 
way  I  nieant  it,  I  trust  it  is  true  in  a  more  exalted  sense. 
If  I  am  a  child  of  God,  and  an  heir  of  glory,  I  had  the 
firgt  distant  view  of  these  blessings  the  day  I  was  twenty- 
one.    It  was,  however,  a  very  feeble  hope,  just  enough 
to  keep  me  from  absolute  despair. — I  had  no  joy,  but 
simply,  ventured  to  hope,  "  Perhaps  I  shall  not  go  to 
hell  1"  and,  to  one  in  my'  circumstances,  this  was  a  very 
great  mercy,  indeed ;  for  I  had  fully  made  up  my  mind 
to  those  conclusions ;  that  it  must  be,  that  it  ought  to 
be,  and  that  it  would  be  thus,  that  I  should  be  damned 
eternally^ — After  considerable  agitation,  between  bope 
and  d?spair,  about  ten  at  night  I  was  favoured,  for  the 
first  time  since  Tuesday,  with  a  very  sound  sleep. 

MORNING  PRAYER-MEETINGS. 

At  six  o'clock  the  next  morning,  (it  was  the  Lord's  day) 
I  was  awoke  by  the  most  delightful  sounds  of  persons 
singing  a  hymn :  for  a  moment  they  seemed  so  heavenly 
that  I  could  scarcely  tell  whether  I  was  in  heaven  or 
on  earth ;  the  tune  1  well  knew,  having  often  sung  it 
with  my  dear  mother ;  nor  was  I  altogether  a  stranger 
to  the  words ;  but  I  had  never  before  known  their  mean- 
ing, or  beheld  their  suitableness  to  a  poor  awakened 
sinner.  The  first  line  I  had  barely  heard  as  I  awoke — 
the  sound  was  dying  away  of  the  first  verse,  beginning, 
"  Come,  thou  fount  of  every  blessing." 
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***** 

Just  as  I  was  sufficiently  recovered  from  sleep  to 
know  that  it  was  a  meeting  of  some  religions  persons 

near  my  lodgings,  I  heard  them  singing,        ' 

*  .  ^~ 

"  Here  I  raise  my  ^benezer, 

"  Hither  by  thine  help  I'm  come  \" 

Surprised  and  deeply  interested  with  the  words,  I  ex- 
claimed, "  Lord,  what  does  all  this  mean  ?"    I  started 
and  endeavoured  to  support  myself  upon  my  elbow 
when  they  sung, 

'<  Jesus  sought  me  when  a  stranger,  .    • 

"  Wand'ring  from  the  fbld  of  God ; 

"  He,  to  rescue  me  from  danger, 
"  Interposed  his  precious  blood/' 

I  burst  into  tears ;  and,  though  I  did  not  dare  to  pray, 
I  felt  a  strange  sensation* arising  from  a  mixture  of  hope, 
love,  and  joy ;  such  indeed  as  I  had  never  experienced 
before.  I  listened  with  the  utmost  attention  to  the 
prayers  that  followed;  and  fancied  these  the  happiesf 
moments  of  my  life.  Just  as  the  meeting  closed,  Mrs.  B. 
came  np  stairs,  and  I  immediately  enquired  where  the 
religious  assembly  had  met.  I  now  leiraed,  for  the  first 
time,  that  the  adjoining  house  was  a  dissenting  meet- 
ing ;  that  the  people  held  a  prayer-meeting  at  six  o'clock 
every  morning;  and  that  the  wall  near  my  room  was 
very  thin,  and  I  might  probably  be  able  to  distinguish 
part  of  the  sermon  when  the  people  again  assembled. 
Vou  may  easily  imagine,  my  dear  shipmates,  how  this 
information  astonished  me.  I  was  deeply  impressed 
*tth  the  idea  that  God  had  certainly  directed  my  mess- 
mate, John,  to  this  lodging  for  great  good  to  my  soul.' — 
The  thought  affected  me  much,  and  I  wished  I  could 
love  HIM. 

PENITENCE. 

After  breakfast  I  was  greatly  distressed' about  my 
■oul,  and  wept  much,  though  I  dared  not  yet  attempt  to 
pray.     Mrs,  JB.  kindly  said  all  she  could  to  comfort  me ; 
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and,  among  other  things,  she  advised  my  writing  to 
Mr.  W.  the  minister  of  the  place,  entreating  an  interest 
in  his  pxayers.  The  proposal  at  first  shocked  me,  and  I 
thought,  "  What !  pray  to  God  for  such  a  wretch  as  me? 

0  no !  God  will  not  hear  him !  It  will  be  blasphemy.— 

1  deserve  nothing  but  hell ;  and  how  can  God  save  me? 
Alas!  I  am  a  lost  sinner."  I  intimated  this  to  the 
nurse ;  she  reasoned  with  me  upon  it,  and  spoke  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  a  manner  that  interested  my  soul,  adding 
that  Mr.  W.  was  a  truly  good  man,  and  the  prayers  of 
y  righteous  man  availeth  much.  This  remark  gained 
ny  consent  to  ask  him;  for  I  thought,  though  God 
lould  not  hear  prayers  from  such  a  guilty  wretch  aa  roe, 
yet  he  will  hear  prayers  from  so  good  a  man  as  this ; 
because  of  his  goodness  I  will  therefore  write  iim.  I 
was  soon  afterwards  supported  in  the  bed,  and  wrote 
with  a  trembling  hand  the  first  words  that  were  upper- 
most in  my  mind,  and  most  descriptive  of  my  condition. 
The  note  was  so  remarkable  that  I  can  never  forget  its 
contents — it  ran  thus— 

"  Sir, — A  youth,  passing  through  this  town  in  all  the 
hefedless  gaiety  and  dissipation  of  life,  is  stopp'd,  sud- 
denly stopp'd  by  the  ponderous  arm  of  a  sin-avenging 
God,  and  now  lies  a  wretched  creature  in  the  deepest 
misery.  He  begs  that  you  will  please  to  pray  for  him, 
that  his  convictions  of  sin  may  be  stronger  and  lasting. 
— He  has  a  dear  mother  lying  very  ill  of  a  cancer  in 
London ;  please  to  pray  for  her  too. 

(Signed) "  James." 

n 
«_ 

Tfois  note  was  taken,  after  the  morning  service,  ana 
left  in  the  pulpit.  In  the  afternoon  Mr.  W.  the  minister 
read  it.  He  was  particularly  struck  with  the  contents, 
and  immediately  mentioned  it  to  the  congregation,  say* 
ing,  the  writer  was  a  stranger  to  him,  but  he  had  no 
dpubt  but  he  was  the  son  of  religious  parents.;  he  re* 
quested  their  prayers  for  me.     I  was  supported  with 

pillows  on  an  arm  "chair  in  the  corner  of  the  room,  close 

+ 
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to  the  wall,  and  distinctly  heard  him  speak  to  the  people 
and  pniy  for  me.  I  was  quite  overpowered  with  this 
circumstance,  and  thought  it  the  kindest  action  I  ever 
heard  of  in  my  life.  I  was  amazed  that  any  man  "  was 
»  good  as  to  pray  for  a  wretched  guilty  sinner  like  me/' 
Ignorant  of  the  office  and  merits  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  as 
a;  advocate  and  intercessor  at  the  Father's  right  hand,  t 
I  placed  my  chief  reliance  for,  mercy,  at  this  moment,  on 
the  prayers  of  this  minister.  I  was  too  much  afflicted 
in  body,  and  agitated  in  mind,  to  attend  to  the  discourse 
this  afternoon :  but  I  was  able  to  sit  and  hear  distinctly 
the  whole  sermon  in  the  evening;  the  text  was  Ezek. 
ii.  11.  "  Behold,  the  man  clothed  with  linen*,  which  had 
the  inkhorn  by  his  side,  reported  the  matter,,  saying,  I 
have  done  as  thou  hast  commanded  me."  He  spoke 
vith  singular  energy  to  my  soul  on  the  character  and^ 
work  of  Christ,  and  the  security  of  those  who  were  dis- 
tinguished by  his  grace;  still,  however,  my  mind  was 
roach  in  the  dark  as  to  the  way  of  salvation  for  me-r-I 
indeed  "  felt  after  the  Lord,  if  haply  I  might  find  him," 
unconscious  that  he  is  not  far  from  every  one  of  us. 


VISIT  IN  SICKNESS. 

After  preaching,  the  minister  and  a  few.  friends  c^me 
to  see  me — never,  certainly,  had  I  been  in  such  a  state 
as  &t  present — the  fallow  ground  seemed  broken  up,  and 
a  divine  preparation  appears  to  have  been  made  by  the. 
Holy  Ghost  for  the  .incorruptible  seed. — Pale,  eiriaciated, 
aad  trembling,  as  if  he  came  to  pronounce,  my  fate  for 
taaven  or  hell,  I  s&t  in  the  chair,  reclining  back  on  a 
pillow,  and,  witU  streaming  eyes,  beheld  him  and  the 
uunpahy  that  followed,  faintly  enquiring  as   he  ap- 


proached me — "  O  sir,  is  there  any  mercy?"  His 
heart  was  full  of  the  love  of  God,  and  having  enjoyed 
fflnch  of  the  divine  presence  in  the  services  oi  the  day, 
<*was  joyful  in  the  Lord,  and  happy  in  tfce  enjoy ment 
°n>is  (ove.    He  took  mv  hand  with  kindness  and  cheer- 
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fulness,  and  said,"  Come,  my  young  friend,  don't  be 
east  down. — The  Lord  will  bless  yon,  and  we  shall  see 
von  in  the  pulpit  yet'9  He  bas  since  acknowledged  that 
k>  was  struck  with  this  idea  on  reading  my  note.  With- 
out noticing  particularly  this  remark,  I  said,  "  Tell  me, 
sir,  do  yon  think  there  is  any  possibility  of  mercy  being 
extended  to  me  V  In  reply,  he  entered  folly  into  the 
scheme  of  redemption,  and  assured  me  of  the  power  and 
grace  of  God.  Still  it  appeared  to  me  almost  impos- 
sible that  such  a  one  as  1  could  be  saved.  On  suggest- 
ing this,  he  gave  mfe  a  brief  outline  of  his  former  ex- 
Eerience;  and  when  he  stated  how  great  a  sinner  he 
ad  been,  and  bow  gracious  and  merciful  the  Lord  had 
been  to  his  soul,  I  felt  greatly  relieved,  and  saw  it  was 
not  impossible  that  salvation  might  be  extended  to  me, 
though  the  chief  of  sinners.  The  minister  went  to 
prayer  with  me,  and  this  night  I  indulged  the  hope  that 
the  Lord  would  pity  me,  and,  in'  this  confidence,  rested 
with  more  peace  of  mind. 

Monday,  I  was  hourly  anxious  about  my  soul — some 
persons  visited  me  and  prayed*— towards  evening  I  was 
completely  humbled,  longing  to  know  more  about  the 
way  of  salvation.  A  prayer-meeting  was  held  in  the  ad- 
joining chapel  this  evening,  and  I  had  the  satisfaction 
to  hear  my  case  affectionately  and  earnestly  pleaded  be- 
fore the  Lord.  After  service,  the  minister  and  several 
persons  called  to  see  me — I  was  now  like  a  little  child, 
willing  to  learn  any  thing  and  do  whatsoever  the  friends 
of  God  directed  me.  As  they  came  round  my  bed,  full 
of  anxiety  and  tenderness,  I  faintly  enquired,  "  Gentle- 
men, is  there  any  hope  for  a  sinner  like  me  ? — Do  you 
think  I  shall  be  saved  ? — Can  you  tell  me  what  I  am  to 
do  to  obtain  mercy  V  'Every  one  saw  and  pitied  my  for- 
lorn state,  and,  by  repeated  quotations  from  the  Bible, 
administered  to  my  distress.  Some  pressed  me  to  be- 
lieve in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  affirming  I  should  thai 
be  saved  eternally.  But,  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  faith, 
though  fully  persuaded  it  was  something  more  than  a 
mere  belief  of  the  life  and  death  of  Jesus  Christ,  I  en- 
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treated  instruction  on  tbis  point.  A  pious  friend,  who 
preached  in  the  villages,  moved  to  my  bedside,,  and 
taking1  me  by  the  hand,  said,  "  My  dear  friend,  you  ate 
too  weak  now  to  trouble -yourself  much  about  laboured 
definitions  of  faith- — I  will  explain  to  you  simply  what  it 
u.  First,  you  should  believe  that  you  are  a  vife  guilt j 
sinner,  undeserving  of  the  least  mercy  from  God.—* 
Secondly,  you  should  believe  that  God  would  be  righte- 
ous in  sending  you  to  hell,  and  punishing  you  eternally 
for  your  sins.-— ^Thirdly/ you  should  believe  that  Jesua 
Christ  came  into  the  world' to  save  sinners,  and  that, 
through  his  sufferings  and  death  on  the  cross,  he  is  able 
and  willing  to  save  every  poor  sinner  that  comes  to  him 
for  salvation."  I  stopped  him  here,  saying,  "O  sir,  I 
believe  he  is  able,  but  I  fear  whether  he  is  willing."  If, 
said  he,  "  you  know  he  is  able,  you  need  not  doubt  his 
willingness,  as  he  died  on  the  cross  to  prove  it :  then, 
having  settled  your  mind  by  the  assistance  of  Almighty 

Ece  on  these  points,  you   should  flee  for  refuge  to 
as  Christ,  by  humble  prayer;  and.  you  may  rely  upo< 
it  he  will  save  vou." 


*      THE  CONVERSION. 

Struck  with  this  latter  sentence,  and  perceiving  a 
wonderful  suitableness  and  sufficiency  in  the  method  of 
Nation  he  had  described,  I  cried  out,  "  O  sir,  I  cannot 
fy  to  Christ — but  I  think  I  could  fall  into  his  arms  if  he 
*ould  please  to  save  me."  "  This  will  do,  my  dear 
,  friend,"  said  he,- "  this  will  do. — Now,  let  U3  fall  upon 
°Qr  knees  and  implore  the  saving  grace  of  Cod  to 
&nide,  instruct,  and  deliver  our  young  friend.*  They, 
immediately  bowed  in  prayer,  and  two  or  three  pleaded 
*ith  so  much  fervour  and  affection,  that  I  felt  .quite 
lengthened  by  the  holy  exercise,  and  a  humble  satis- 
faction took  possession  of  my  soul. — When  they  had  re- 
tired I  lay  for  some  hours  iruminating  on  -what  I  had 

heard — I  went  over  all  the  particulars  of  faith*     I  saw 
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I -was  a  guilty  sinner — I  knew  I  deserved  the  rig-hteons 
vengeance  of  God — I  behaved  Jesus  Christ  was  able,  and 
I  almost  ventured  to  believe  he  was  willing  to  save  me; 
and  I  cjyne  then  to  the  conclusion  ;  and  being  fully  con- 
vinced of  the  preceding  truths  of  Christianity,  I*  cried 
out,  "  Lord  save  me :"  Instantly  my  tongue  was  set  at 
liberty  and  my  mouth  was  opened — I  poured  out  my 
soul  before  the  Lord,  with  a  fluency  and  energy  tbaf 
filled  me  with  amazement  and  joy.  Light  broke  into 
my  heart — Christ  Jesus  became  precious  to  my  soul; 
and  I  wept,  rejoiced,  and  prayed,  until,  quite  exhausted, 
I  fell  asleep,  wholly,  completely,  and  eternally  committed 
into  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Jesus  for  life  and  salvation. 
Thus,  my  dear  brethren,  was  my  poor  soul  rescued 
from  the  paw  of  the  lion  trad  the  bear,  and  I  was  en- 
abled to  believe  in  the  power,  the  grace,  and  the  love 
of  Him  frho  shed  his  most  precious  blood  for  the  vilest  of 
sinners. — I  awoke  in  the  morning,  a  new  creature  in 
Christ  Jesus,  scarcely  able  to  believe  the  change  was  so 
sudden,  so  great,  and  so  effectual— my  firsj  breath  as- 
cended to  God.  and  I  r?pewed  with  holv  ardctir  tb«  «*• 
ercises  of  the  past  evening.' 
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INTERESTING  DIALOGUES 
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BRITISH    SEAMEN. 


SEVENTH  PART. 


Bob  bad  returned  to  the  Dreadnought,  and  a  week 
had  passed  in  pious  exertions  for  the  benefit  of  his 
shipmates,  when  he  again  obtained  permission  to  visit 
the  Royal  George,  anxious  to  hear  further  details  of 
the  operations  of  divine  grace  in  the  soul  of  his  be- 
loved friend  James.  He  reached  the  gangway  just 
after  a  general  muster  on  the  sabbath  morning,  and 
dined  in  the  mess  with  James.  After  dinner  a  pray- 
er meeting  was  held,  and  in  the  evening  the  pious 
brethren  assembled  together,  to  Jiear  the  relation  of 

JAMES'  EXPERIENCE. 

Bob.  My  worthy  shipmate,  I  have  scarcely  ceased 
for  a  moment  reflecting  with  gratitude  and  praise  on  the 
peat  things  the  Lord  did  for  you.  during  your  affliction 

AS  T 


.at  R— ,  and,  I  am  Sure,  I  speak  the  sentiments  of  all 
present,  when  I  request  a  continuation  of  jour  inter- 
esting history.  • 

James.  It  gives  me  pleasure  at  all  times,  my  brother, 
to  be  useful  to  my  fellow-creatures;  and,  if  the  account 
efthe  Lord's  gracious  dealings  with  my  soul  maybe  at  all 
beneficial,  I  shall  gladly  contribute  to  your  edification! 
and  the  glory  of  him   to  whom  I  owe  my  life  and 
breath!     You  remember  I  concluded  with  the  com- 
fortable assurance  I  enjoyed,  of  my  sins  being  pardon- 
ed through  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ.    I  proceed  now 
to  infornf  you,  that  the  news  of  my  conversion  to  God 
soon  circulated  round  the  town,  and  many  friends  of 
the  Redeemer,  of  different  persuasions,  came  to  see 
me :    in  particular,  1   remember  a  person  -from  the 
Crown  Inn;  he  was  scarcely  a  day  without  visiting 
and  praying  with  jne;  indeed,  I  was -seldom  an  hour 
without  some  friend  of  the  Redeemer,  either  reading 
or  conversing  with  me,  about  eternal  things  :  my  joys 
were  not  of  the  -highest  kind.     It  was' enough  for  me 
to  know  that  my  sins  were  pardoned,  to  feel  and  en- 
joy this  was,  at  first,  all  I  desired,  I  had  very  little  ac- 
quaintance with  the  scheme  of  Redemption,  I  simply 
knew  $iat  I  was  a  lost  sinner,  and  that  Jesus  Christ 
came  Into  the  world  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which 
was  lost :  strong  meat  is  for  strong  men,  but  "being  a 
babe  in  Christ,  I  desired  only  the  milk  of  his  'word, 
and.  fed  upon  it  with  a  spiritual  relish  that  made  it 
sweeter  to  my  soul  than  the  honey-comb*     New  beau- 
ties in  Christ,  however,  daily  discovered  themselves 
to  my  mind,  and  my  friends  often  found  me  dissolved 
in  tears,  at  thoughts  of  his  love' and  mercy  to  such  a 
vile  sinner  as  me.     At  times  I  could  scarcely  believe 
the  change  to  be  so  great.     <Qften  for  hours  I  lay  ru- 
minating on  my  bed,  on  the  strange  events  of  the  past 
month,  and  the  'situation,  the  prayers,  and  the  letters 
of  my  dear  mother,,  would  rush  into  my  miud,  and 
bursting  into  tears,  I  exclaimed,    "  Surely,  Lord,  it 
cannot  bej  that  a  sinner  so  vile  as  1  am  should  be 
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made  a  partaker  of  thy  grace ! "    Still,  ihe  change  I 
felt  was  so  powerful,  and  the  workings  of  piety  so  ef- 
fectual in  my  soul,  that  I  could, not  doubt  of  my  being 
regenerated,  when  I  considered,  that  I  saw  with  new 
ejea,  heard  with  new  ears,  and  prayed  with  new  de- 
jires ;  and,  in  short,  that  old  things  had  passed  away  and 
all  tilings  had  become  new.  I  now  learnt  the  value  of  a 
religious  education,  and  an  attendance  on  the  means 
of  grace.   It  is  a  promise  of  the  Saviour's  that  the  Ho* 
Ij  Ghost  shall  assist  the  memory  and  bring  ai*  things 
to  our  remembrance,  whatsoever  he  has  said  unto  us : 
this  I  happily  realized,  as  in  my  moments  of  seclusion 
and  prayer,  I  found  a  variety  of  Hymns  I  had  learnt 
at  the  Sunday  School,  and  Sermons  1  had  heard  from 
the   Rev.    Messrs.  Sibree,'  Upton,   Rowland  Hillr^ 
Wood,  Coke,  Jay,  Benson,  and  Griffin  of  Portsea, 
all  rushed  into  my  mind  as  fresh  as  when  I  first  heard 
them.    .Thus  the  bread  they  bad  cast  on  the  waters 
was  found  after  many  days ;  I  found  the  word  of  God 
and  did  eat  it,  and  it  was  sweet  unto  my  taste,  I  bless  God 
Iererheard  these  his  honoured  servants,  and  hope  to 
praise  him  eternally  for  their  labours.     Alas!  when 
they  preached  I  was  a  poor  unregenerate  sinnW,  and 
often  hastened  from  their  sermons  to  frivolity  and  sin, 
unconscious  of  the  benefit  I  should  one  day  derive 
from  their  powerful  addresses  on  the  fall,  the  redemp- 
tion, and  the  future  glory  of  the  subjects  of  everlast-  . 
ing  love.     Ah !  ministers  need  not  despair,  many  a 
how  drawn  at  a  venture  is  directed  by  an  unerring 
hand,  and 
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Tho'  seed  lie  buried  long  in  dust, 
".It  shan't  deceive  their  hope ; 
The  precious  grain  can  ne'er  be  lost, 
For  grace  insures  the  crop!" 


At  my  soul  grew  stronger  in  the  Lord,/ 1  found  my 
•trength  of  body  weakening,  and  was  therefore  chiefly 
confined  to  inf  bed  ;  my  first  care  w*s  to  acquaint  my 


honored:  mo  the*  of  the  change  I  felt,  ami  the  determi- 
nations, which,  through  Divine  Grace,  I  had  been 
enabled  to  form :  the  impressions  of  my  mind  were 
often  too  powerful  for  me  to  proceed,  and  bursting 
into  tears,  have  laid  do-jni  my  pen,  exhausted  with  the 
exertion. 


THE  PENITENT  LETTER. 

The  substance  of   my  first  communication   was 

something  like  this  :— 


"  London  Street,  Reading* 


"  My  eve*  dea*  Mother, 

"  I  addressed  a  letter  to  you 
the  setiond  day  after  my  arrival  in  this  town,  and  I 
now  enter  again  upon  the  pleasing  work  of  writing 
to  a  Parent,  the  most  valuable  and  the  most  beloved. 
What  shall  I  say  ?  How  shall  I  begin  to  relate  what 
God  hath  done  for  my  soul?  How  will  you  feel  on 
hearing  that  your  wanderer  is  restored,  and  your  poor 
thoughtless  child  made  an  heir  of  God,  a  joint  heir  of 
Christ  Jesus :  yes,  my  beloved  mother,  strange  and  un* 
looked1  for  ras  it  may  seem,  your  child,  your  James, 
is  weeping  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  crying  for  mercy  and 
hoping  for  salvation  through  his  precious  blood.  Yes, 
my  dear  mother,  your  prayers  are  all  answered,  and 
your  poor  guilty  prodigal  is  brought  back  to  his  fa- 
*  ther's  house  with  weeping  aud  supplication,  unworthy 
'*"  to  be  called  a  son,  but  anxious  to  take  the  meanest 
station  jn  the  family  of  God.  When  I  left  you,  my 
mother,  toy  heart  foreboded  some  heavy  calamity,  but 
I  departed  an  enemy  to  God ;  Oxford  and  the  grati- 
fications of  sense  I  anticipated,  made  me  forget  you 
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pious  admonitions,  your  pains,  your  tefrre,  ana  jutir 
approaching  dissolution;  but  what  hath  Goc}  wrought, 
lam  stopped  in  my  journey,  affliction,  heavy  affliction 
has  arrested  me,  and  fixed  my  abode  for  a  while  in 
this  place. .  Conviction  has;  seized  me,  my  tears  have 
been  my  meat  day  and  night,  the  friends  of  Christ  have 
visited  me,  and  Eke  good  Samaritans  have  poured  into 
my  wounded  soul  the  barm  of  consolation,  their  labour 
has  not  been  in  vain  in  the  Lord;  tranqniiKty  is  re- 
stored, a  peace  that  passeth  all  understanding  has  en- 
tered my  soul,  and  I  have  found  mercy  fa  the  bleeding 
cross.  -  Yes,  my  dear  mother,  your  child  rejoicetn-  in 
hope  of  the  glory  of  God ;  he  now  detests  the  theatres, 
the  card  table,  the  dance,  and  all  the  pleasures  of  sin, 
which  are  but  for  a  season.  Christ  and  hi*  cross  are 
all  Kb  theme,  he  feels  the  love  of  Christ  shed  abroad  in 
Us  heart,  he  triumph*  in  redeeming  rbVe,  and1  i&  dfesires 
chiefly  to  be  like  Christ,  and  to  see  hi hr  ris  Ire  is.  Oh,  if 
he  could  aow  embrace  your  beloved  form ;  if  he  couM 
now  cast  mmseft  at  your  reel ;  it  ne  could  now  tell, 
how  he  regrets  that  he  ever  caused1  you  a  moment's 
uneasiness ;  if  he  conM  now  contribute  to  smooth  the 
ragged  declivity  of  life,  and  accompany  you  in  'your 
midnight  cries  to  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ— but  this  cannot  be. 

"  Pale  sitkness1  tompek  himto  stay,  Ire  c&h.not  be  re* 
moved  but  at  the  risk' of  his  fife,  with  great  difficulty 
he  writes  this  scrawl  toiell  yon  he  prays  for' yon,  who 
have  so  often  prayed  for  him;  to  inform  you,  he  loves 
toe  Saviour/  to  whom  yon  hive  so  often  dwected  him ; 
and  he  assures  you,  that  if  his  life  be  protracted^  he  is 
resolved  ill  the  strength  of  God,  to  come  out^from 
among  the  wickecj,  to  visit  the  "bouse  of  God,  tfy search 
the  scriptures,  and  to  become  a  <ompam^n  ,  of 
«H  them  that  fear  the  Lord ;; — Oh,  that  he  ^mayv  be  as 
active  for  Christ,  as  he  has  been  for  Satafri*.  .  But  why 
do  I  write  thns  ?  I  would  not  alarm  my  dear  ruother  ; 
hut  I  feel  very  weak,  I  cad  scarcely  hold  rnr  pen,  ana 
the  effort  I  have  made  to  write  this  letter  wiQ  iost  me 
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hours  of  agitation  and  pain.  Ob,  I  am  very  weak! 
well,  if  I  am  to  join  my  beloved  mother  in  her  ascen- 
'  sion  to  glory,  I  will  not  repine/ 1  will  rather  rejoice  to 
depart  and  be  with  Christ,  which  is  far  better.  But 
Oh,  my  dear  mother,  can  you,  will  you  forgive  me,  for  • 
all  my  unkindness,  my  ingratitude,  and  my  baseness  to 
ypu  ?  Ah,  this  cuts  me  to  the  heart,  God  has  forgiven 
me,  but  I  want  a  mother's  pardon  also,  not  to  save,  ii/f 
,  to  comfort  me,  I  want  to  know  you  forgive  me.  I  want 
.:  to  know,  that,  you  still  love  me ;  I  know  I  have  almost 
1  broken  your  heart.  What  can  I  do  to  manifest  my  cod* 
'  trition?  I  could  weep  tears  of  blood  to  think  howl 
have  treated  you ;  but  do  forgive  me,  remember  Christ 
has  forgiven  you,  imitate  his  example.  Forget  my 
wanderings,  my  anger,  my  hard  speeches,  my  unduti- 
fulness ;  bury  in  oblivion,  the  faults  of  a  poor  thought- 
less misguided  youth,  who  did  it  ignorautly  in  unbelief; 
well,  I  do  think  you  will  forgive  me,  yes,  I  persuade 
myself,  that  you  would  even  now  fall  upon  my  neck 
and  kiss  me,  crying  "This,  my  son,  was  dead  and  is  alive, 
was  lost  and  is  found."  Well,  I  can  die  in  peace;  s 
mother  rejoicing  in  my  salvation,  a  God  reconciled, 
a  Saviour  smiling  on  me,  and  angels  triumphing  over 
me!  Lord  this  is  enough,  I  will  trust,  and  not  be 
afraid.  Adieu,  my  dearest  mother.  Tell  my  sisters ; 
tell  all,  your  child  is  saved,  and  is  waiting  for  the 
coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  I  am  too  much  ex- 
hausted to  add  more,  but  that  I  remain, 

l<  Your  restored  and  redeemed  prodigal, 

«  JAMES." 

Bob  wept  bitterly,  eifery  sailor  heaved  a  sigh,  and 
jhe  thought  of  distant  parents  excited  many  prayers, 
"  Lord  bless  my  dear  mother,  Lord  save  my  aged 
father." 

James  proceeded — My  mind  was  relieved  by  writing 
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this  letter,  and  I  have  since  learnt  that,  when  it  reached 
my  dear  mother,  she  was  fast  approaching  "  That  bourne 
frwn  whence  no  traveler  returns."  My  letter  relieved 
her  from  much  anxiety,  she  wept  and  rejoiced,  'exclaim- 
ing," Now,  Lord,  I  can  die  in  peace ;  my  child  is  saved, 
and  I  shall  meet  him  in  heaven !  'Forgive  him !  yes, 
from  my  soul  I  forgive  him !  Never  shall  this  heart  re- 
tab  an  unkind  remembrance  of  a  son  dearer  to  me 
fban  life  itself !  "  Go,  (said  she  to  an  elder  sister)  go 
down  to  him,  and  tell  him  that  his  mother  loves  him 
more  than  ever ;  that  she  praises  God  for  his  salvation ; 
that  she  prays  mightily  for  his  deliverance,  and  that 
'be  will  meet  him  beyond  the  swellings  of  Jordan,  to 
praise  the  boundless  efficacy  of  almighty  grace  for 
<*f  er  and  ever." 


AFFECTIONATE  INTERVIEW. 

My  afflictions  increased,  and  life  seemed  declining 
apace.  One  night  my  room,  as  usual,  was  full  of 
religious  friends,  they  read,  they  spoke  to  me,  they 
prayed  for  me,  but  I  could  not4  speak ;  I  felt  as  if 
my  spirit  was  departing;  I  beckoned  with  my  hand 
that  they  would' stay  with  me.  A  solemn  silence  pre- 
vailed, I  grasped  the  band  of  the  minister,  pointed 
upward,  and  closed  my  eyes.  AH  was  peace  within, 
I  longed  to  depart :  I  waited  for  the  signal.  It  was 
midnight*  I  fancied  angels  hovered  round  me,  and 
in  this  holy  calm,  the  words  faintly  stole  upon  my 
ear — 


"  Hark  I  they  whisper,  angels  say, 
*  Sister  spirit,  come  away.? 


I  expected  to  quit  this  mortal  body,  when  a  loud 
knock  at  the  door  aroused  me  from  the  pleasing  dream 
and  called  me  back  again  to  life.     I  heard  a  noise  be- 
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low.    A  person  Entered  the  room,  aud  the  minister 
whispered,  "  Your  sister  is  come,  aud  your  dear  mo- 
ther is  better!"   Struck  with  the  intelligence,  and 
thrown  into  violent  agitation,  I  whispered,  "  O  don't 
'  let  her  come  ur> — I  cannot  bear  the  interview  !"    A 
person  had  incautidusly  said,  "  Her  brother  was  dying." 
I  heard   her  fainting   shriek,    "  What,  dying !"— It 
flurried   me   beyond    measure.     She    recovered   and 
would  see  me  :  my  permission  was  solicited.    I  whis- 
pered, "  Yes,  if  she  will  not  weep";  if  she  does,  it 
will  affect  me,  and  to  shed  a  tear  is  like  a  dagger  to 
my  heart."     She  ascended,  sat  down  by  my  bed-side, 
and  gently  said,   "  My  dear,  your  mother  is  better; 
I  left  her  this  afternoon  and  came  down  by  the  Bath 
coach.     She  sends  you  her  full  and  free  forgiveness, 
and  begs  me  to  kiss  you  for  her,  as  a  pledge  of  her 
dying  love.'7     This  was  too  much  ;  it  was  more  than 
.    I  could  bear,   a  flood  of  tears  rolled  down  my  cheeks. 
I  breathed  out  my  soul  to  God  in  thankfulness,  and 
my   friends  again  kneeled  down  and  prayed  for  me. 
\     Weeping  was  a  violent  remedy,  but  it  gradually  re- 
stored me.    At  one  >6'cl6ck  my  friends  left  me,  and 
my  dear  sister,  with  J.  L.  my  old  shipmate,  sat  up 
.     with  me.     It  was  'past  two  o'clock  before  I  could 
'»     speak   much,  but  Ihen  I  recovered   such  surprising 
strength  that  I  desired  to  be  dressecl  aud  lifted  to  the 
arm-chair.    My  tongue  was  set  at  liberty,  aud  I  began 
relating  U>  my  sister  tfhe  wonderful  working  of  God 
upon  my  soul.     Indeed  so  great  was  the  liberty  I  en- 
joyed, and  the  strength  I  experienced,  that  I  cannot 
even  now  recollect  it  without  astonishment  and  grati- 
tude to  Him  who  has  promised  mouth  and  wisdom  to 
bis  people  when  necessary. 
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My  tongue  broke  out  in  unknown  strains, 
"  And  sung  surprizing  grace/' 


S  continued  speaking  nearly  two  hours.    My  sister 
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and  my  esteemed  messmate  J.  L^  were  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  account  of  my  conversion  to  God, 
and  it  was  not  until  the  morning  had  far  advanced  that 
I  retired  and  sunk  to  rest. 


SISTER'S  DEPARTURE.         *' 

After  my  sister  had  left  Reading,  I  continued  for 
some*  days  weeping  and  .praying  to  the  Lord  that  he 
would  «p2ease  to  permit  my  removal,  to  visit  my  ho- 
noured mother  before  she  departed :  it  wpuld  seem 
to  me  impassible  that  J  could  ever  be  reconciled  to 
the  .idea  of  her  death  without  first  seeing  her.  J 
have  lain  for  hours  ruminating  on  what  I.  should 
do  at  my  fiVst  interview  with  ber;  and  often 
have  I  determined  that  on  entering  the  room  I  would 
fail  on  my  knees  by  her  bed-side,  and  pour  out  my 
soul  before  the  Lord  in  gratitude  ana  { praise  for  the 
wonders  he  had  accomplished  in  the  J salvation  of  a 
sinner  like  me.  Infinite  wisdom  had,  ;however,  other* 
wise  .appointed,  and  she  was. to  die  without  my  see- 
ing her.  In  a  few  days,  finding  my  weakness  con- 
tinue, I  gave  up  the  idea,  and  felt  resigned  to  the 
will  of  God,  fully  satisfied  that  the  prohibition  was 
wisely  ordered.  J.  proceeded  now  from  day  to  day  in 
-  very  happy  frame,  rejoicing  in  the  Lord ! 


DISINTERESTED  FRIENDSHIP. 

I  cannot  omit  noticing  here,  that,  though  I  was  repeat- 
"dly  offered  assistance,  if  I  needed  it,  from  benevolent 
Pieties,  and  as  often  mentioned  it, to  my  shipmate 
J- L.,  entreating  his  permission  that  I  might  avail  my- 
*dfof  those  offices,  as  Iliad  no  means  of  providing 
or  iny  owu  expences,  yet  he  would  never  allow  it : 
Jtte&tion  this  to  his  honour.  He  had  saved  a  part  of 
"U  wages  when  paid  off  from  the  Agamemnon,  and 
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though  he  was  now  in  a  situation  of  mere  weekly 
pay,  yet  he  determined  to  consecrate  what  little  mouej 
he  had  to  my  service.  I  have  never  yet  been  able  to 
repay  this  generous  conduct,  but  humbly  hope  "  the 
Lord  will  grant  that  he  may  find  mercy  of  the  Lord 
in  that  day."   "     * 

CHRISTIAN  FRIENDS. 

At  this  time  J  was  visited  morning  and  evening 
by  one  or  other  of  the.  servants  of  the  Lord,  who 
prayed  with  me,  and  I  do  record  it  to  the  honour  of 
divine  grace,  that  I  have  scarcely  ever  since  .known 
a  case  of  affliction  that  received  so  much  attention 
from,  the  Lord's  praying  people  as  I  did.  One  cir- 
cumstance I  cannot  avoid  mentioning ;  I  have  since 
understood  that  some  of  the  people,  and  the  minister 
who  chiefly  visited  me,  were  a  separation  from  a 
Christian  church  in  Reading.  I  did  not  know  at  that 
time,  nor  have  I  ever  since  enquired,  into  the  cause 
of  this  separation,  nor  at  any  time  have  I  taken  the 
,  least  part  in  this  division;  but  I  mention  it  to  the 
glory  of  that  God  who  works  when  and  \}y  whoso- 
ever he  pleases,  that  this  was  the  place,  and  those  were 
the  people  appointed  by  Him,  to  nourish  and  cherish 
that 'work  which  he  had  graciously  begun  in  my  soul. 
Let  me  camion  you,  therefore,  my  dear  shipmates,  if 
ever  you  should  live  on  shore,  never  despise  the  Lord's 
people,  belong  to  what  society  they  may ;  and  if  you  meet 
with  a  separate  body  of  Christians,  who  love  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  walk  consistently  with  the  Gospel; 
do  not  think  the  worse  of  them  because  they  have  dif- 
fered with  a  minister,  or  separated  from  a  church. 
In  this  world  of  irritation,  prejudice,  and  imper- 
fection, "  offences  will  come )"  and  if  you  study 
peace  and  usefulness,  you  will  love  all  who  love  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity,  and  be  anxious  to  re- 
ceive good,  and  communicate  good,  wherever  God  in 
his  providence  may  in  future  d*?s  cast  vour  lot* 
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HYMN. 


The  friends  of  Jesus  lent  me  several  pious  books,  and 
among  the  rest,  Dr.  Rippon's  Hymn  book.  '  I  believe 
the  spirit  of  the  Lord  directed  my  mind  to  the  hymn 
which  proved  of  the  *  utmost  importance  to  my  souL 
For  many  days  after  breakfast,  as  I  lay  in  my  bed,  I 
used  to  weep  and  pray  over  every  line  of  it.  It  begap 
with  this  verse, 

"  Twas  thus  with  me,  when  Christ  the  Lord, 

"  Mv  soul  to  him  did  wed ; 
"  Hinder  me  not,  (my  soul  reply'd,) 

"  Since  God  my  way  hath  sped." 

This  appeared  so  peculiarly  applicable  to  my  case^ 
and  I  felt  such  a  determination  not  to  be  hindered  in 
the  course  I  was  now  pursuing,  that  I  read  it  every 
morning  with  tears  of  joy  and  pleasure,  The. next 
rerse  was  equally  suitable : — 


"  Stay,  (says  the  world,)  and  taste  awhile 

"  My  every  pleasant  sweet; 
•*  Hinder  me  not,  (my  soul  exclaim'd,) 

"  Because  the  way  is  great." 


Ah !  methought,  1  know  the  snares,  the  allurements 
»d  the  temptations  of  the  world.  I  have  been  be- 
guiled, ensnared,  and  deceived  by  them  all.  I  am 
awe  of  they*  consequences,  and  I  dread  their  in- 
faence;  but  I  am  resolved,  in  the  strength  of  the 
Lord,  I  will  go  forward  running  the  race  He  has  set 
before  me. 


'* 


*  Stay,  Satan,  my  (old  Master  cries,)  / 

"  Or  force  shall  thee  detain.*  T  | 

I 
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in  bringing  poor  sinners  to  glory,  was  made  perfect 
through  sufferings. 

-  Jack.  My  dear  messmate,  my  soul  is  filled  with 
love  to  Christ  and  his  cause  ;  the  experience  of  James 
is  so  much  like  my  own,  and  the  noble  resolutions  of 
Brother  Bob  are  so  agreeable  to  the  hourly  .sentiments 
of  ray  Aiind^  that  I  solemnly  declare,  my  heart  grows 
warm  with  holy  fire,  and  kindles  with  a  pure  desire: 
I  long  to  be  employed  for  God.  Oh  that  I  could  be 
the  herald  of  his  salvation  to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
I  have  sailed  round  the  world  with  Nelson  in  the  ser- 
vice of  my  King,  but  would  to  God  I  had  a  commis- 
ision  from  the  Lord  High-Admiral  of  redeemed  mil- 
lions, how  eagerly  would  I  fly  to  my  station ;  circum- 
navigate the  globe,  lift  up  my  voice  like  a  trumpet, 
and  amidst  the  chilling  snows  of  Siberia,  or  the  burn- 
ing wilds  of  Africa,  preach  him  to  all,  and  cry  "  Be- 
.  hold,  behold  the  Lamb."  Cambridge  new  tune,  come 
messmate,  let  us  sing  James's  verse,  stand  up  all  hands, 
and  let  us  vow  before  God  and  man. 

"  Thro'  floods  and  flames,  &c  * 

Jack  was  a  zealous  man  of  God,  lie  was  captain  of 
the  forecastle,  and  was  evidently  formed  to  take  the 
lead  in  any  thing  that  caught  his  attention,  and  fired 
his  soul.  He  had  been  taught  to  despise  dangers 
while  performing  the  duties  of  his  station,  and  he  was 
anxious  to  carry  this  principle  into  all  his  religious 
concerns.  A  spank  from  the  narration  of  James  had 
fallen,  on  the  ardent  mind  of  this  brave  man,  and  it 
quickly  produced  a  flame,  that  inspired  every  pious 
sailer  with  zeal  and  gratitude.  The  verse  was  there- 
fore sung  with  an  energy  and  love  to  God,  to  which 
cold  formal  professors  of  religion    must    be    entire 

strangers ;  ahdZeb was  so  much  affected,  thot 

felling  down  on  his  knees,  he  cried  tothe  Lord  in  pray- 
er with  such  real  devotion,  that  everv  heart  was  dis* 
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lolved,  and  every  soul  crying, 4i  Lord  hear  us ;  Oh  hear 
us  from  heaven,  and  bless  us ;  Oh  God,  make  us  happy 
and  wise  for  thy  truth.  Help  us,  Oh  help  us  to  perse- 
vere ;  and  never,  Oh  never,  let  lis  draw  back  to  per- 
dition." 

James.  Lord  I  thank  thee,  "as  iron  sharpeneth  iron 
10  does  the  countenance  of  a  man  his  friend/'  Thou,  Oh 
Lord,  hast  again  rendered  a  poor  worm  of  the  earth 
useful  to  bis  brother  seamen.  Still,  Lord,  if  it  be  thine 
ho] j  will  to  employ  the  worthless  wretch  who  address** 
es  thee.  Oh  still  touch  his  lips  with  a  burning  coal  from 
die  altar  of  Calvary,  that  his  own  sin  may  be  purged, 
and  when  thou,  Oh  holy  triune  God,  shalt  enquire,  . 
"  Whom  shall  I  seud,  and  who  will  go  for  us  ;"  thy 
poor  dust  shall  humbly  reply,  "  Here  am  J, — send  me." 
My  dear  Brethren,  [rising  from  his  knees]  I  rejoice 
most  sincerely  in  this  sudden  ebulition  of  devotion. 
The  church  says,  i€  or  ever  I  was  aware,  my  soul  was 
as  the  chariot  of  Aminadib,"  borne,  after  Christ  with 
boly  triumphant  ardour.  Men  may  count  this  enthu- 
siasm ;  but  Lord  grant  us  more  of  these  soul-reviving 
visits  *of  mercy,  and  we  will  rejoice  to  be  counted  wor~  * 
thy  to  suffer  shame  for  thy  name's  sake.    Yes,  yes,  yes> 

u  May  but  this  grace,  my  soul  renew, 
u  Let  sinners;  gaze,  and  hate  me  too ; 
"  The  word  that  saves  me  doe9  engage, 
44  A  sure  defence  from  all  their  rage.'' 

I  thank  God  for  the  zeal  and  firmness  your  have  ma- 
nifested, my  worthy  shipmates,  you  will  soon  be  called 
to  exercise  those  christian  graces ;  many  of  you  have, 
only  just  entered  these  fires  of  persecution,  go  forward 
glorify  God  in  them,  they  will  not  hart  you,  the  smeU 
of  fire  shall  not  pass  upon  you,  nor  shall  a  hair  of 
jour  head  be  singed;  for  lo,  I  see  one  with  you,  and 
Ha  form  is  like  unto  the  Son  of  Man,  foUow  him,  he 
goetb  forth  conquering  to  conquer. 
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• 

Allow  me  to  suggest  but  one  caution.  Let  your 
zeal  be  according  to  your  knowledge,  and  daily,  hour- 
ly cry  to  the  all-sufficient  and  all-gracious  Redeemer, 
that  lie  would  abojjnd  towards  you  in  all  wisdom 
and  prudence,  and  strengthened  thus,  you  may  still 
press  forward,  singing  as  you  advance  to  glory, 


"  No  fatal  shipwreck  will  I  fear, 

"  But  all  my  treasure  with  me  bear."  ■ 


My  narrative  having  been  thus  pleasingly  interrupted, 
and  the  watches  being  shortly  to  set,  we  will  now 
break  up,  and  if  our  dear  brother  Robert  can  obtain 
liberty  to  visit  the  Royal  George  again  to-morrow,  or 
the  next  day,  it  shall  be  resumed* 

Bob  had  just  turned  in  on  board  the  Dreadnought, 
woeti  a  tremeuoou*  a^ualf  froic  the  .N.  W.  almost  laid 
the  fleet  on  their  beam-ends.  All  bands  leaped  from  1 
their  hammocks,  rushed*  on  deck,  and  were  employed 
for  some  hours  in  securing  the  masts  and  rigging,  and 
preparing  for  a  heavy  storm  of  wind  and  sain.  Two 
days  elapsed  before  the  sea  lulled  and  boats  could 
pass  from  ship  to  ship.  Bob  seized  the  first  oppor- 
tunity to  Visit  the  Royal  George,  and  having  seen  the 
masts  of  the  Dreadnought  ridded,  and  the  sails  loosed 
to  dry,  he  obtained  permission  and  joined  his  beloved 
friend  James  and  the  brethren.  ,  As  soon  as  the  cook 
of  the  mess  had  cleared  the  decks,  after  dinner  the 
pious  sailors  assembled  in  the  starboard  bay,  and 
being  seated  on  chests  and.  shot  boxes,  Bob  invited  a 
further  account  of  the  circumstances  that  occurred  to 
James  at  Reading. 

James.  Were  it  not,  my  dear  shipmates,  that  I 
perceive  the  narration  of  my  eventful  history  has  some 
tendency  to  honor  God,  I  should  be  ashamed  to  oc- 
cupy so  much  of  your  time.about  'an  individual  so  ob- 
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scare  and  unworthy  as  myself;  but  if  God  may  bt 
glorified,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  inform  you,  that  for 
some  days  after  1  became  acquainted  with  the  hymn  I 
have  noticed,  my  mind  continued  in  a  very  tranquil, 
composed,  and  happy  frame.  I  certainly  loved- the 
Lord  Jesus  with  extraordinary  fervor,  and  daily  and 
hourly  held  converse  with  him,  as  a  man  talketh  with  x 
his  friend.  Communion  with  him  may  be  ridiculed, 
but  it  is  by  those  who  never  enjoyed  it.  The  thing  is 
feet,  and  we  never  approach  so  near-  celestial  happi- 
ness as  when  the  soul  is  abstracted  from  earthly  con- 
cerns, and  absorbed  in  the  contemplation  of  Christ, 
in  alt  his  offices,  characters,  and  excellencies.  To  me 
lie  was  precious,  and  such  was  the  sense  I  entertained 
of  his  love  to  my  soul,  that  I  cared  not  who  derided 
my  pursuits,  or  laughed  at  my  joys.  Enough  for  me,  ' 
I  could  say — 

"  In  Him  I  view  a  store  divine-  * 
,  -  "  My  Father,  all  mat  store  is  mine; 

"  By  Thee  prepared,  by  Thee  bestowed ; 
"  Hail  to  the  Saviour  and  the  God  1" 

Confinement  in  bed  and  great  affliction,  combined 
with  loss  of  appetite,  tended  to  weaken  my  body  **- 
ceedingly.  My  robust  appearance  was  no  morel 
The  strong  athletic  Hmb  bung  trembling  by  my  side ; 
and  the  legs  refused  support  to  a  tottermg  frame,  re- 
duced and  wasting  daily.  My  reflections  on 'this  ew- 
cumstance  were  highly  profitable.  Accustomed  to  a 
We  of  uncommon  activity,  and  having  generally  been 
foremost  in  every  dangerous  enterprise.  TPbe  first  to 
mount  aloft,  and  run  out  to  the  yard  arm  to  reef  top- 
*fa ;  the  first  to  strip  to  my  shirt  sleeves  and  load 
jnd  fire  43-pound  carronedefs  on  the  forecastle,  in  the 
neat  of  battle ;  the  first  to  offer  my  services  to  board 
&  vessel,  or  cut  out  ships  at  midnight  ott  the  French 
c°tst;  the  first  to  dash  forward  through  a  sea-port 
'  T 
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town  as  a  wild  thoughtless  English  sailor  just  released 
from  a  ship,  and  feeling  British  ground  beneath  his 
feet ;  the  most  vociferous  to  shout  encore  iu  the  theatre; 
the  most  agile  and  daring  in  a  sort  of  steeple  race 
through  the  streets,  or  in  the  country ;  and  the  most 
prosperous  in  a  firm  and  undeviating  course  of  rebel- 
lion against  God !  I  was  now  weak  as  infaucy  itself. 
My  body  was  an  emblem  of  my  mind ;  the  strength  of 
the  one,  and  the  desperation  of  the  other,  were  alike 
sutfdued,  and  often  reflecting  on  what- 1  once  was,  I 
-cried  out  "  O  Lord,  thou  art  stronger  than  I,  and 
bast  prevailed."  What  a  change!  I  who  used  to 
glory,  in.  my  strength  and  agility,  could  not  cow  be 

v  removed  from  the  bed  to  an  easy  chair  without  the 
utmost  support ;  and  suffering  from  so  slight  an  ei- 
ertioa  the.  most  distressing  agitation  and  profuse  per* 
spiration.    At  such  times  1  have  beheld  my  emaciated 

.  limbs,  and  with  streaming  eyes  looked  upward  and 
.  faintly  breathed,  "  Lord,  what  u  man  that  thou  art 
mindful  of  him.'9  Circumstances  required  that  I 
should  shortly  undergo  a  very  severe  operaton,  i  welf 
recollect  that  While  it  was  performing,  I  could  not 
avoid  groaning  with  pain  when  the  idea  suddenly 
crossed  my  mind,  "  What  are  these  pains  to  the  ago- 
nies- Christ  Jesus  endured  for  thee  in  £he  garden  and 
on  the  cross!"  This  thought  effectually  silenced 
every  murmur  ;  and  placing  the  sheet  tos  my  mouth,  I 
wept  and  meditated  on  "  the  bloody  sweat ;  the  buf- 
feting; the  thorns;  the  scourging;  the  nails;  the 
spear  ;"  and  I  was  dnmb  !  adoring  in  silence  the  ever- 
lasting love  of  God  ;  and  wondering  that  Jesus  Christ 
should  suffer  so  much  for;  a  vile  polluted  rebel  like 
oje  !  Yes,  that  tender  plant  sprung  up,  as  aroot  out 
of  dry  ground,  and  bore  my  griefs  and  carried  my  sor- 
rows !  O  my  Savjour !  why  is  it  I  do  not  love  thee 
more  ?  Why  am  I  not  daily  swallowed  up  in  the 
consideration  of  thy  boundless  love  ?  Ah  !  my  be* 
loved  brother,  the  love  of  Christ  passeth  knowledge ; 
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but  it  has  heights,  and  depths,  breadths,  and  lengths , 
that  may  still  be  comprehended !  O  why  are  we  so 
dull  and  so  slow  of  heart  to  believe  ? 


"  Why  should  this  earth  delight  us  so !" 


Why  are  we  not  more  enamoured  with  the  lore  of 
Christ  ?  Why  not  in  daily  raptures  to  think  of  his  love 
to  us  ?  "  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  Him,  but 
tbat  he  loved  us,  and  gave  Himself  for  us  !" 


,       «  O  for  this  love,  let  rocks  and  hills, 
~"  Their  lasting  silence  break ; 
','  And  all  harmonious  human  tongues, 
i  "  The  Saviour's  praises  speak." 

Frank.  Thank  you,  shipmate !  you  have  a  hap* 
py  method  of  rousing  up  the  best  feelings  of  our 
hearts;  acd  I  now  realize,  that  as  iron  sharpeneth 
iron,  so  does  the  countenance  of  a  man  his  friend ! — 
'  Mash  to  think  of  my  want  of  love  to  Jesus  !  I  love 
creatures  with  ardor  and  with  constancy !  but  oh,  this 
bard,  this  stupid  heart !  My  dear  messmates,  James 
has  touched  a  chord  that  vibrates  through  my  soul ! 
*h  fore  of  Christ!  I  admire,  I  mourn,  I  pray  with 
him.    I  enquire  with  amazement, 


<i 


Why  should  my  foolish  passions  rove; 
H  Where  can  such  sweetness  be, 
'     "  As  I  have  tasted  in  his  love  1" 


Ob,  for  Almighty  Grace  !  to  inspire- .us  whh  that  love 
to  Christ  which  no  water  can  quench^  no  floods  can 
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th own;  and  which  will  flourish  with  immortal  vigour 
when  "  the  heavens  shall  pass  away  with  a  great  noise, 
and  the  elements  melt  with  fervent  heat,  and  the 
earth,  and  all  the  works  therein,  shall  be  burnt  up.11 

Bob,  O  Lord,  it  is  good  to  be  here.  Dear  ship- 
mates, how  precious  is  Christ  to  my  soul  while  I  hear 
you  talk  of  his  love  !  Frank,  I  was  thinking  while  pul- 
ling the  bow  oar  in  our  pinnace,  of  the  servant  who  might 
have  gone  free  from  his  master  after  seven  years'  ser- 
vitude, as  James  told  us  one  day ;  and  I  said  like  him, 
as  we  ran  up  alongside  your  ship,  Christ  is  my  mas- 
ter !  and  "  Hove  my  master  so  well,"  and  his  service  so 
much  that  ''  /  mill  not  go  free;99  but  like  the  servant 
whose  ear  was  bored  to  the  door-post,  "  I  wHl  serve 
him  for  ever  P' 

James.*  You  remind  me,  my  beloved  shipmates,  of 

those   happy  scenes  I  enjoyed  at  R ,  when  the 

servants  of  Christ  visited,  conversed,  read,  and  prayed 
with  me.  The  savour  communicated  by  their  inte- 
resting and  quickening  devotions  was  such  that  I 
have  sometimes  lain  until  midnight  ruminating  on  the 
precious  interview.;  and  at  intervals  whispering, 

"  Blessed  Jesus !  what  delicious  fare ! 
**  How  sweet  thy  entertainments  are  I 
"  Jfever  did  angels  taste  above, 
"Redeeming  grace  and  dying  love ! 

Surely  the  .communion  of  saints,  and  the  presence 
of  Christ  make  the  heart  burn  with  holy  zeal  for  ce- 
lestial bliss-r  The  lips  of  the  righteous  feed  many ; 
and  when  touched  with  the  love  of  Christ ;  they  are  as 
"  a  well-spring  of  life."  It  was  my  mercy  to  be  fa- 
voured with  visits  of  this,  description  every  evening ; 
and  I  always  perceived  some  strangers  attended  with 
my  friends,  to  rejoice  with  me  in  the  great  things  the 
Lord  bad  done  for  me.  On  those  occasions  some 
friend  closed  the  interview    by  solemn  prayer;   I 
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kneeled,  and  with  my   whole  sou!  entered  into  the 
holy  service.     One  evening  my  friends  departed  ;  and 
there  was  none  who   could   pray   audibly   with  us. 
I  was  left  alone,  and  considered  should  I  retire  to 
rest  without  prayer.     I  had  hitherto  prayed  in  bed, 
chiefly  without  any  set  time  or  formal  kneeling.     I 
had  listened  with  astonishment  and  pleasure  to  hear 
my  friends  pray,  and  wondered  at  the  freedom  of  Utter- 
ance and  knowledge  of  scripture  they  manifested  in 
their  holy  pleadings  with  God*    I  longed  to  pray  like 
them ;  but  scarcely  presumed  to  imagine  such  a  thing 
possible.    I  knew  I  was  but  a  babe  in  Christ,  and 
feared  to  enter  upon  religious  exercises  which  seemed 
to  belong  peculiarly  to  u  Fathers."     I  thought  it  be* 
came  me%to  be  "  swift  to  hear,  and  slow  to  speak." 
Like  the  young  Elihu,  "  I  said  day  should  speak,  and 
multitude  of  years  should  teach  wisdom  f   but  like 
him  I  experienced,  "  There  is  a  spirit  in  man ;  and 
the  Almighty  giveth  understanding."    My  conscience 
would  not  allow  me  to  retire  without  first  going  to ' 
prayer;  and  though  I  was  much  agitated,  and  scarcely 
knew  bow  to  begin,  yet  being  alone,  and  deeply  impress- 
ed with  the  love  of  Christ, "  I  was  full  of  matter,  and 
the  spirit  constrained  me."    Rising  from  the  chair,  I 
kneeled  down,  and  opened  my  mouth  saying,  "  Lord 
have  mercy  on  me,   a  poor  weak  helpless   sinner ! 
Lord  thou  knowest  I  have  not  been  accustomed  to 
pray,  and  I  do  not  know  what  to  say !  I  am  so  unwor- 
thy, O  Lord,  I  am  afraid  I  shall  offend  thee,  because 
I  do  not  understand  how  to  address  thee  as  thy  pep- 
le  do!   Lord,  help  me  !    Lord,  do  not  cast  me  away! 
have  been  a  very  wicked  young  man  !     O  Lord, 
thou  knowest,  it  is  all  of  thy  mercy  I  am  not  in  hell ! 
0  Lord,  I  have  been  guilty  of  many  offences  against 
thee:  and  O  Lord,  I  have  been  very  cruel  to  my 
poor  aged  mother  1     O  Lord,  have  mercy  !     I  am  a 
sinner !     Jesus  be  pleased  to  pity  me !     Dearest  Sa- 
viour, I  lay  at  thy  feet.    I  have  nothing  to  say  why  I 
should  not  be  sent  to  hell,  but  that  Christ  Jesus  came 
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into  the  world  to  save  sinners.  He  suffered — lie  bled— 
he  died !  O  precious  Christ,  save  me !  Thy  Wood, 
thy  righteousness,  here  is  my  only  hope.  O  think 
how  my  dear  mother  has  prayed  for  me !  How  many 
times,  Lord !  How  earnest,  Lord !  O  hear  her  dying 
prayers  for  me,  blessed  Jesus :  I  know  she  prays  for 
me,  and  will  until  her  soul  depart.  Kind  Saviour, 
hear  my  poor  mother's  prayers  for  me!  and  do  not 
forget  her,  Lord.  They  tell  me  she  is  dying !  and  1 
shall  never  see  her  again  in  this  world.  Well,  Lord, 
1  dare  not  dispute  thy  will !  But,  O  bless  her  !  Com- 
fort her,  Lord !  Ah !  my  dear  mother !  O  Lord, 
how  wonderful  are  thy  ways !  Surely  thou  hast  brought 
me  here  for  good  !  Bless  !  O  bless  me  !  and  may  I 
depart  from  this  place  a  new  creature  in  Christ 
Jesus." 

Such  was  the  broken  language  of  my  first  audible 
prayer  to  God  until  towards  the  close,  when  I  enjoy- 
ed so  much  holy  liberty  of  soul,  that  I  determined 
from  this  time  to  practice  audible  prayer  mornings 
and  evenings,  as  the  best  means  of  communion  with 
God,  through  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
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1.  HftVPriatar,  Water  Lame,  Btatkfirmrs,  laftdoo. 
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Come  and  hear  all  ye  that  fern-  God.  ,  ■, 
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VrSrttd  iy  John  Hill,    Blackftiari; 
FOB  FRANCIS  WEST  LEV.   10,   STATIONERS'  COURT, 
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MONUMENT 

OF 


PART  I. 

Of  her  astonislting  Depravity. 


<csHow  sad  oar  State  by  Nature  is, 
w*Oar  Sin  how  deep  it  8taiu» ! 


X  £MP£RANCE  PASCO  E,  the  subject  of  the  following* 
narrative,  was  born  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Penzance, 
Cornwall,  at  a  period  when  the  circumstances  of  her  parents 
were  truly  deplorable,  both  for  poverty  and  depravity. 
Without  any  education  themselves,  they  entirely  neglected 
the  instruction  of  their  child ;  hence  she  grew  up  (as  she 
oute  asserted)  "  ignorant  as  a  bullock."  Surrounded  with 
the  most  pernicious  examples,  and  associating  with  the 
lowest  and  vilest  characters,  the  bold  appearances  of  sin  soon 
became  visible,  and  promised  to  "equal,  if  not  surpass,  the 
"tost  depraved  in  the  broad  road  tliat  leadeth  to  destruction. 
Nor  were  these  promises  fallacious,  for  as  she  increased  hi 
sears,  she  advanced  in  the  knowledge  and  commission  of  the 
» rossest  immoralities. 

The  situations  in  which  she  was  chiefly  employed  were 
jardeivs,  Nurseries,  &c.  where  she  prepared  goods' for  the 
•narkets  of  Truro,  Fulmoutb,  Belstoo,  and  Redruth,  which 
•he  generally  attended,  particularly  the  latter,  for  40  'years. 
In  this  period  she  sunk  to  a  depth  of  profligacy  and  impiety 
rarely  paralleled. 

That  a  clear  view  of  her  character  during  those  years  may 
be  formed,  it  may  be  proper  to  notice  such  prominent 
features  as  rendered  her  famous,  or  rather  infamous  in  this 
country-  '  . 

DisJtonestj/  and  Injustice  Were  habitual  to  her  from  long 
and  successful  practice;  Urged  on  by  the  most  fatal  pro- 
pensities to  expensive  vices,  money  must  be  obtained  UTsup- 
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port  tbem;  and  as  she  was  invariably  honest  in  her  qetunii 
to  her.  master,  defrauds  or  robberies  were  her  only  resource; 
disliking  the  latter,  as  probably  too  dangerous,  she  chose 
the  former,  in  which  she  excelled.  -  Her  ingenuity  and  art- 
fulness were  so  great  in  the  sale  of  fruit,  seeds,  &c.  tlial 
many  persons  have  .pronounced  her  the  completest  cheal 
that  ever  attended  the  markets.  So  numerous  and  base  were 
these  defrauds  that  her  sorrow  and  alarm  on  their  account 
were  peculiarly  dreadful  when  she  confessed  them  under  the 
agonies  of  conviction.  It  may  excite  surprise  that  her  cus- 
tomers would  bear  such  impositions  without  seeking  legal  re- 
dress when  they  were  discovered ;  this  has  frequently  been 
done,  but  her  astonishing  falsehoods,  and  her  awful  method 
of  confirming  them,  stopped  enquiry,  am)  delivered  her  from 
all  apprehensions.  A  person  who  knew  her  for  many  years, 
affirms,  "  She  was  the  greatest  Liar  he  ever  knew;  if  she  once 
asserted  a  falsehood,  all  the  .world  could  ijpt  make  her  re- 
tract, or  convince  her  of  her  error;  but  having  said,  *it  was 
so/  she  would  ratify  the  assertion  in.  a  manner  so  peculiarly 
horrid,  that  ordinary  liars  would  tremble  to^hear  her/' 

Respecting  those  holy  days  appointed  for  the  enjoyment  , 
of  our  Creator,  she  cared  far  less  about  them  than  her  mas*  ' 
tert  cattle,  who  doubtless,  by  instinct,  hailed  the  return  of 
accustomed  rest*  .  From  her  earliest  infanjcy  she  hid  bdty 
taught  to  despise  sabbath  days,  unless  they  afforded  conve- 
nient opportunities  of  sensual  gratification.  .  The  many  years 
she  resided  in  grounds,  which  from  their  rural  situation*,  and 
lovely  appearance  became  the  resort  of  innumerable  sabbath- 
breakers,  for  fruit  and  recreation,  hardened  her  in  this  sin, 
and  filled  her  with  hatred  to  every  kind  of  worship;  conse- 
quently she  abhorred  and  execrated  all  places  appropriated 
for  the  divine  service,  and  was  not  known  to  have  entered  s 
church  for  19  years.  Ignorant  of  God,  depraved  in  the  ex- 
treme, and  daring  beyond  measure,  her  Sabbaths  were  the 
perfection  of  impiety. 

Every  one  acquainted  with  human  nature  will  expect  that 
such  a  woman  was  equally  notorious  in  the  paths  of  prosti- 
tution! But,  however  this  might  be,  she  was  awfully  con- 
spicuous for  Obscenity  of  language  in  every  other  respect 
This  was  peculiarly  manifest  in  her  songs  and  abuse;  and  it 
has  frequently  been  remarked  that  such  songs  (and  she  ge- 
nerally knew  the  vilest)  were  never  shouted  with  such  vehe- 
mence and  clamour,  as  when  any  person  addressed  her  on 
--     ■:ty^    -  -  •         ^» quite  out  of  the  question,  beings 
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subject  scouted  from  her  thoughts,  and  at  no  time  permitted 
to  enter  her  company. 

That  these  shades  are  not  too  deep  for  the  character  they 
are  intended  to  pourtray,  is  further  evident  from  herltabilual 
Drunkenness.  When  she  commenced  this  destructive  vice  I 
cannot  learn,  nor  is  it  material  to  know :  but  1  am  credibly 
informed  that  she  has  been  eminently  notorious  for  it  more 
than  twenty  years.  Sixteen  years  ago  she  was  so  universally 
known  in  this  character,  that  the.  children  on  the  road  used 
to  follow  her,  crying,  "  There'  goes  drunken  Timnie  ;*  and 
this  became  so  Common,  that  at  length,  any  woman  intoxi- 
cated on  the  road,  was  saluted,  by  way  of  reproach,  with  the 
appellation  "  drunken  Timme."  It  is  a  well-known  fact, 
that  from  Penzance  to  Redruth,  she  generally  drank  raw 
spirits  at  almost  every  public-house  on  the  road.  This  road 
she  travelled  all  hours  in  the  night,  and  such  was  her  thirst 
for  liquor,  that  go  one  could  prevent  her  having  it  She 
was  so  reputed  for  her  clamour  and  violence  at  the  doors  of 
those  bouses,  that  few  cbase  to  hazard  a  refusal  if  she  ap- 
plied for  drink,  however  unseasonable  the  hour  of  the  night. 
During  many  years'  that  she  resided  in  her  last  situation,  she 
attended  Redruth  market  twice  a  week.  A  resident  in  the 
family  sayfe,  "  she  did  not  return  home  sober  three  times  in 
a£ar."*  A  companion  who  travelled  with__her  says,  "she 
scarcely  ever  left  Redruth  sober." 

Her  oaths  were  unusually  dreadful,  and  as  a  Blasphemer, 
she  surpassed  all  her  acquaintance,  and  led  the  van  in  the 
company  of  Swearers  on  the  road.  N  Destitute  of  all  respect 
for  God  Almighty,  she  was  accustomed  to  affix  his  name  to 
rvery  trifle,  and  call  his  attention  to  every  occurrence  of 
the  day.  This  vice  never  appeared  so  tremendously  alarm-. 
ing  as  in  her  abuse,  for  which  she  was  unparalleled.  Fre- 
quently has  this  town  resounded  with  her  blasphemous  rage, 
when  her  dark  soul  has  been  exasperated,  and  the  guilty 
passions  rouseck  On  all  such  occasions,  Timme  has  awfully 
proved  that  a  degenerate  female  is  the  most  dreadful  instance 
of  human  depravity. 

Violence  of  the  most  brutal  nature  united  with  her  abuse, 
when  the  objects  of  it  were  of  her  own  sex  and  rank  in  life. 
Her  violent  spirit  often  involved  her  in  quarrels,  whielt 
sometimes  came  to  blows,  and  iu  the  event  of  victory  she  has 
dragged  her  antagonist  down  the  street  by  the  haix  of  the 
head.  In  short,  she  possessed  a  certain  desperation  of  mind 
that  rendered  ber  fit  for  any  thing.    Uneducated  and  un- 
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principled,  she  knew  nothing,  and  she  regarded  nothing, 
,  Naturally  bold,  impetuous,  and  daring,  she  arrived  at  such  a 
I  perfection  in  wickedness  as  would  •  make  ordinary  sinners 
shudder,  and  lead  good  men  to  anticipate  the  fate  of  Corah, 
Dathan,  and  Abiram,  to  attend  her  next  journey,  and  ingulf 
the  impious  wretch,  «  Who  dared  attempt  theHnfernalgate, 
and  force  her  passage  to  the  flames." 

As  a  further  illustration  of  her  character,  I  understand  it 
was  her  constant  boast  that  she  knew  no  fear.     A  proof  oi 
this  is  afforded  by  the  circumstance  that  when  her  compa- 
nions have  quitted  Redruth  at  six  or  seven  o'cibqk,  to  reacr 
Penzance  before  midnight  f-  Ti.mme  has  staid  behind,  drink- 
ing and  singing,  uqtil  ten  or  eleven  o'clock,  though  she  had 
eighteen  miles  to  ride,  over  a  bad  road,  and  frequently  on  the 
'"?*?  ^fk  and  stormy  nights,  by  herself.  ,  I  recollect  she  as- 
sured me,   that  she   tiever  had  one  semus  thought  but  once! 
This  happened  when  riding  near  the  sea  at  midnight ;  she 
was  stopped  by  the  most  tremendous  storm  of  wind  and  rain, 
accompanied   with  loud  peals  of  thunder,   and  incessant 
flashes  of  lightning,     Her  horse'  recoiled,  started,  trembled, 
and  would  not  proceed,. and  it  was,  with  the  utmost  diffi- 
culty she  sat  on  him  for  two  hours,  when  the  storm  abated. 
All  this  fearful  scene,  merely  appalled  her  for  the  moment, 
and  occasioned  some  confine >d  idea  of  a  Supreme  Being,  aud 
oi*  a  Christ  she  had  heard  talk  of.     (She  voulil  never  read  a 
sentence.)     But  even  this  wore  off  the  next  morning,  and 
was  made  a  subject  of  prophane  ridicule  and  laughter  in  a 
few  days. 

Sometimes  she  would  accompany  ber  companions  home 
from  market.  They  were  accustomed  to  make  the  most  un- 
common noise  when  they  entered  Mar azion  and  Penzance, 
particularly,  if  they  had  been  drinking  immoderately,  or  it 
i hey  \mi  limme  with  them.  When  they  arrived  in  either 
.i>f  those  towns  in  such  circumstances,  ihey  would  cry  out, 
shriek,  sin?,  shout,  and  make  such  an  alarm  as  to  awaken 
many  of  the  inhabitants,  and  excite  peculiar  terror,  It  U 
the  general  assertion  in  both  towns,  that  Timme  was  always 
known  from  the  rest  by  her  songs  and  expressions,  A  pious 
man,  to  whom  I  read  part  of  this  account,  observed,  VAh! 
sir,  f  have  heard  her  time*  without  number,  riding  up  this 
street  witn  the  most  dreadful  noise;  frequently  have  1  bee* 
awakened. by  her  at  midnight,  and  shocked  to  hear  lier^l' 
have  remarked  to  my  wife,  'there  goes  that  poor  abandoned 
*    e  Timme/  "     Indeed,  the  number  and  uniformity  of, 
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the,  remarks  that  I  have  heard  respecting  her,  loipel  me  t+ 
protract  this  part  of  the  narrative,  that  the  extreme  wretch- 
edness of  her  captivity  may  illustrate  the  glory  of  her  re- 
demption. 

I  have  been  particularly  struck  with  her  astonishing  pre- 
servations, during  the  many  years  she  travelled*  the  coun- 
try at  all  seasons,  in  all  weathers,  and  often  completely 
intoxicated.  Frequently  has  she  been  thrown  on  the  pau- 
nUrs  in  tips  staie9  and  slept  for  hours,  while  the  horse  has 
brought  her  home  ip  safety. to  her  master's  gate.  Many  ca- 
sualties have  nevertheless  attended  her,  which,  must  inevita- 
bly have  destroyed  both  body  and  soul,  but  for  the  season*-; 
b'f  u»d  gracious  interpositions  of  that  God,  who  for  wise 
purposes,  preserved  her  in  Jesus  Christ  to  be  called.  A 
fcw  instances  are  selected  >  Out  of.  many .— rOue,  tjme  she  fell, 
rut  her  shoulder  out  of  joint,  and  suffered  the  most  exqruci- 
atiug  agonies  before  relief  could  be  afforded.  On  another 
journey  a  fall  broke  two  of  her  ribs,  and  occasioned  severe 
•iiiliction  for  some  time.  In  a  third  fall  she  broke  her  collar 
Uue.  But  the  most  remarkable  interposition  of  Providence 
appeared  on  aaiighi,  when  quite  drunk  and  asleep  on  the 
horse,  she  suddenly  rolled  off  the  paniriervand  cut  her  fore- 
ii'iul  so  as  to  bleed  most  profusely,  without  either  strength 
or  sense  to  prevent  it.  .  She,  lay  literally  bleeding  to  death, 
u.-itil  some  persons  came  that  way,  and  prevented  her  de- 
struction ;  though  not  before  her  blood  had  covered  several 
parts  of  the  road,  and  almost  filled  a  small  hole  near  her. 
She  was  ill  a  long  time  alter  this,  but  manifested  no  signs  of 
'cpentance  far  sin,-or  concern  for  her  soul. 

Another  iustauce  of  divine  goodness  is  too  interesting  to 
be  omitted.  One  night,  coming  from  Redruth,  intoxicated, 
uith-two  men  of  this  town,  they  arrived  at  Hayle,  (a  village 
°Q  the  north  coast,  near  which  the  tide  forms  a  wi(Je  river 
°ver  an  extensive  be d  of  sand,  which  may  te  passed  d#y- 
'bod  at  lowv  water.)  It  was  a  flood  tide,  and  the  road  In 
cousequence  impassable.  They  immediately  swam  their 
horses  over/but  coming  into  shallow  wa^er  thfty  missed  their 
tack,  and  Timme's  horse  stumbled,  plunged,  and  sunk  into 
*  quicksand,  nearly  up  to  his  shoulders.  In  this  perilous  si- 
tuation, surrounded  with  water,  her  life  was  saved  with  the 
utmost  difficulty*  She  must  inevitably  have  perished,  out 
fur  the  timely  aid  of  the  only  person  in  company  who  wa# 
capable  of  assisting  her ;  with  him  she  waded  through  th* 
*«er  back  to  the  village,  where  a  horse  was  procur«4  that 


8  A   MONUMEKT  OF  SOVEREIGN  GRACE. 

brought  her  home  in  safety  at  low  water :  the  man  who  had 
saved  her  walking  bare  foot  by  her  side  all  the  way.  Such 
was  the  astonishing  mercy  of  Jehovah  to  this  singular  sub- 
ject of  his  providence,  and  subsequent  monument  of  his 
grace. 

.  In  addition  to  this  sad  description  of  an  abandoned  sin- 
ner, I  add  a  few  particulars  that  display  the  real  state  of 
her  mind,  during  the  last  two  years  of  her  life*  'To  this  pe- 
riod she  treated  all  religion  with  the  most  profane  ridi- 
cule, nor  could  she  bear  to  bear  any  thing  .read  that  had 
the  slightest  appearance  of  devotion.  When  any  person  in 
the  family  read  the  Bible  on  a  sabbath  evening,  she  usually 
went  to  sleep  or  retired  to  bed.  A  short  time  previous  to 
her  quitting  this  family,  a  youth  belonging  to  it  was  called 
by  grace;  this  circumstance  soon  caught  the  attention  of 
Timme,  and  excited  her  keenest  sarcasms  aud  most  un- 
godly reflections,  it  is  worthy  of  remark  also,  that  the 
Baptists,  (to  whom  she  was  ultimately  so  peculiarly  indebted 
for  every  thing  that  humanity  or  piety  could  dictate)  were 
generally  distinguished  by  her  for  the  most  extraordinary 
ridicule  and  -abuse.  The  ordinance  of  Believer's  Baptism 
appeared  to  her  a  fit' subject  of  ^laughter  and  mockery.— 
Upon  this  she  dwelt  with  peculiar  emphasis,  while  the  street 
re-echoed  with  profane  shouts  at  the  **  Dippers."  A  poor 
woman  who  is  related  to  Timme  by*  marriage,  assures  me 
that  she  was  so  abused  by  her,  that  she  has  been  afraid  to 
pass  her  stall  in  the  market*  » 

How  does  the  whole  of  this  woman's  conduct  illustrate 
the  depravity  of  fallen  creatures.  Ye  advocates  of  human 
innocence  and  purity,  behold  your  doctrine  exemplified  in 
the  character  of  this  wretched  female;— conceived  in  sin — 
tbapen  in  iniquity — born  in  depravity — a  transgressor  from 
the  wora,b,  speaking  lies.  Unrestrained  by  the  ordinary  ties 
of  society,  she  appeared  a  prbdigy  of  evil— a  monster  in 
human  form.  Such  would  all  the  unhappy  posterity  of 
Adam  be  if  left  to  themselves,  and  deprived  of  the  common 
restraints  of  divine  Providence 
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•  When  Timme  was  changed  by  grace,  she  loved  this  poor  woiasa 
exceedingly,  and  earnestly  solicited  her  company  to  her  dying 
"r.  . 
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PART  II. 
Of  her  Conversion. 


44  Hearts  base  as  Hell  be  can  controul, 

*  And  spread  new  powers  throughout  .the  who!*.* 


X  HE  important  period  was  now  approaching  when  Divine 
Grace  had  purposed  to  dispossess  this  guilty  creature  of 
i  legion  of  infernal  spirits,  and  place  her  "  at  the  feet 
of  Jesus,  clothed,  and  in  her  right  mind."  a  That  it.  was 
possible  for  Almighty  mercy  to  effect  such  a  change,  can- 
not be  doubted.  "  Is  any  thing  too  hard  for  the  Lord  V 
But  the  bare,  probability  that  a  work  of  grace  would  be 
effected  in  Timme,  was  what  the  -most  sanguine,  Christian 
io  this  country  scarcely  ever  surmised.  The  very  thought 
of  such  a  dispensation  excites  inexpressible  astonishment, 
sod  urges  the  exclamation,^  Who  is  a  God  like  unto  thee, 
that  pardontth  iniquity,  and  passeth  by  the  transgression  of 
the  remnant  of  his  heritage  ! 

Preparatory  to  this  important  event,  affliction  (at  times 
severe,  being  the  fruit  of  excessive  drinking  and  immorality) 
exhibited  proofs  of  a  lingering  consumption,  and  finally  ter- 
minated in  a  complication  of  disorders,  over  which  a  dropsy 
was  predominant.  She  was  thus  rendered  incapable  of  fol- 
lowing  her  usual  occupations,  and  therefore  quitted  her  mas- 
ter's service,  and  towards  the  close  o£Jier  life  was  supported 
chiefly  by  charity.  For  several  months  her  disorder  rapidly 
increased,  without  the  least  appearance  of  concern  for  her 
souL  Some  persons  ventured  to  solicit  her  attendance  at  a 
place  of  worship,  but  received  such  language  from  her  as 
.obliged  them  to  desist.  The  time  was  nevertheless  drawing 
nigh,  when  the  gracious  purposes  of  Deity,  respecting  this 
hardened  creature, ••  were  to  be  developed,  to  the  wonder  of 
all  who  knew  her.  Impelled  by  the  secret  influence  of  that 
Being,  who  "  wings  an  angel,  guides  a  sparrow/'  she  removed 
to  the  street  where  M— —  resided,  (the  person  who  first 
•induced  her  to  attend  the  house  of  God)  who,  but  for  this 
removal  might  never  have  known  her  sufficiently  to  excite 
the  earnest  desires  she  afterwards  experienced  lor  the  salva- 
tion t*f  poor  Timme. 

The  insensibility  and  impenlrency  of  her  mind  appeared 
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'  to  keep  pace  with  the  rapidity  of  her  decline  and  extreme 
weakness,  to  which  she  was  fast  verging.  Scarcely  able  to 
walk,  she  was  one  day  met  by  M— ,  who  had  for  weeks 
i  a  men  ted  over  her  awful  state,  and  longed  for  an  opportunity 
of  speaking-  to  her  respecting  it,  hut  feared  her  tyrannical 
spirit  would  not  bear  it  However  she  accosted  her,  "  Well 
Timme  how  d'ye  dot"  Timme  replied  surlily,  "  very  bad." 
"  Ah !  Timme,"  said  M— ,  "  it  is  high  time  for  you  and  I 
to  think  about  our  souls."  Timme  turned  with  contempt 
and  disdain  from  her;  and  though  she  frequently  saw  her 
afterwards,  yet  it  was  some  time  before  she  could  be  recon- 

'  ciled  to  speak  to  her  again.  She  said  to  another  person,  "I 
wonder  at  her  impudence  to  talk  to  me  in  that  manner:  what 
is  it  to  her  1  she  will  not  have  to  answer  for  my  soul." 

Notwithstanding  this  repulse,  some  further  efforts  were 
made,  and  Timme  was  at  length  prevailed  upon  to  attend  the 
Octagon  Meeting-house  occasionally*  She  assured  me 
that  after  ihe  attended  a  few  times,  she  thought  she  was 
well  enough  in  respect  to  her  soul,  since  she  had  never  done 
any  harm  to  any  body  but  herself,  and  now  that  she  went  to 
meeting,  that  was  sufficient  to  make*  up  for  all  her  sins! 
Gracious  God  !  1  thought,  when  such  as  Timme  could  talk 
of  self-righteousness,  in  opposition .  to  the  atonement  and 
merits  of  Christ,  it  would  hardly  be  a  matter  of  surprise  to 
hear  Satan  himself  urging  the  same  plea. 

An  awful  jgloon*  and  melancholy  at  times  oppressed  her 
after  she  had  been  to  the  house  of  God-     On  one  of  those 

occasions  P ,  her* relative,  enquired, _tt  Timme  do  you 

find  any  benefit  by  coming  to  meeting  1    She  replied  with 

-despairing  indifference,  "  No,  I  am  not  a  bit  better,  but  just 
the  same."  "  Pray  to  the  Lord,  Timme."  She  said,  "I  cant 

*  How  much  good  may  be  done  by  Christian  women  in  this.wayf 
Meekness,  perseverance,  aud  deep  concern  for  a  tool,  may  pave 
the  way  for  the  salvation  of  the  vilest  wretcfe  oat  of  heil.  No 
doubt  that  Timme  in  glory  will  to  all  eternity  adore  that  gf*h 

that  induced  M to  prevail  on  her  to  attend  the  honse  of  Gr4* 

Some  have  censured  those  who  hold  np  the  attention  of  M  ■  <o 
this  poor  creature* for  their  imitation  It  is  easy  to  account  tot 
this— H^r  praiseworthy  conduct  puts  them  to  the  blush  J  Oh  I  believ- 
ing sisters ;  beloved  of  the  Lord,  and  fellow-heirs  of  the  Grace  of 
Life,  were  you  thus  to  imitate  the  women  of  Samaria,  and  invite, 
press,  intreat  your  relatives,  friends,  and  neighbours  to  hear  the. 
Gospel;  the- house  of  God- would  be  filled;  the  Church  revived) 
your  ministers  animated ;  the  kingdom  of  Christ  enlarged :   soate 

-anally  saved;  and  yourselves  have  the  high  honour  of  beinf 
Vers  together  with  God,  and  fellow-labourer*  with  Chrut. 
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pray/'  She  was  then  advised  to  continue  her  attendance  at 
the  meeting  and  perhaps  the  Lord  might  bless  her  at  last. 
She  appeared  very  unconcerned,  and  coldly  observed  she 
wished  to  be  better,  and  hoped  she  should,  and  seemed 
anxious  to  live.     Her  disorder  now  increasing  upon  her,  she 

was  confined  to  her  bed.     At  the  request  of  M ,  I 

visited  her,*  and  proposed  several  questions  to  her  about  her 
soul,  but  her  answers  were  so  careless  and  short,  that  after 
prayer,  I  left  her,  thinking  she  was  another  awful  instance* 
in  addition  to  the  many  I  had  met  with,  of  the  fatal  conse- 
quence of  delayed  repentance. 

In  less  than  a  month  she  was  risen  up  and  abfc  to  walk 
out  again:  she  still  appeared  to  the  astonishment  of  her 
pious  visitors  the  same  thoughtless  sinner,  though  she  was 
approaching  eternity  with  such  celerity  and  agony.  Bn< 
grace  must  conquer,  and  sin  and  Satan  lie  prostrate  at*  our 
lmuianuer*s  feet.  To  accomplish  this,  another  attack  was 
sent,  more  severe  than  any  she  had  hitherto  had  ;  she  suf- 
fered much  at  this  time  both  in  body  and  mind  ;  her  strength 
and  spirits  visibly  and  awfully  decreased,  and  for  the  first 

time  in  her  life  she  trembled  for  her  soul.     M eagerly 

seized  this  opportunity  of  impressfng  upon  her  mind  the 
solemn  truths'  of  the  Bible.  Sometimes  she  would  endea- 
vour to  stifle  the  convictions  she  felt,  and  with  apparent  un- 
concern observe,  "lama  sinner  to  be  sure,  but  my  worst  sins 
have  been  telling  lies :"  but  her  efforts  to  conceal  her  real 
feelings  were  ineffectual,  as  her  perturbation  of  mind  became 
daily  more  evident  by  the  agitation  of  the  body.  Thus  did 
the  Lord  plough  up  the  fallow  ground,  while  the  sowing  pf  the 
seed  was  reserved  for  the  place  where  his  honour  dwelleth. 
Released  for  a  while  from  extreme  pain  and  weakness,  she 

expressed  an  anxious  desire  to  be  led  to  the  meeting.  M * 

now  began  to  hope,  and  her  prayers  were  incessantly  bc- 
•  Kigiog  the  throne  of  Grace  for  merevgn,  poor  Tiumie. 

Conversing  with  her  about  this  time;  she  to-^k  an  oppor- 
tunity of  relating  the  gracious  manner  iq  which  the  Lord  was 
pleased  to  bring  her  to  his  feet,  and  the  great  things  he  had 
done  for  her  since  I  Timme  listened  to  this  detail  with  anxi- 
ous astonishment,  and  when  it  was  concluded  she  exclaimed/ 
M  Ah !  bat  you  never  was  a  liar  and  a  drunkard  like  me**  Her 
rind  now  open  to  conviction,  a  cpnfused  jdea  of  her 
danger  excited  considerable  anxiety  respecting  a  place  of 
wfety.  jfcGrace  having  thus  prepared  the  way,  and  made  aU 
fA«gi  ready,  she  attended  the  Octagon  on  a  Tuesday  even 
"fe'when  one  who  is  less  than  the  least  of  all  saints,  and 
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chief  of  sinners  was  preaching :  the'  subject  was  prayer. 
The  preacher  frequently  said  knock,  a»kf  seek,  and  thou  sbalt 
find.  Timme  sat  with  her  friend,  she  had  listened  with  fixed 
attentiou  and  deep  solemnity  to  every  word':  for  some  time 
she  continued  in  silent  astonishment;  she  heard  of  a  reoiedv 
for  the  vilest  sinner,  and  was  directed  how  to  obtain  it. 
Tbis  was  enough  ;  her  bursting  heart  was  too  full  to  be  re- 
strained/and  removing  her  eyes  from  the  minister,  she  held 
4pwn  her  head— the  tears  gushed  out  in  copious  showers, 
and  Timme,  the  once  desperate  and  abandoned  Timme,  al- 
most wept  aloud  at  the  sound  of  salvation  through  Christ! 
Thus  did  grace  open  a  fountain  of  sorrow  that  never  ceased 
to  flow,  more  or  less,.. to  her  dying  hour. 

Recovering  from  this  gust  oksorrow,  she  raised  her  head 
and  turning  to  M— -,  her  eyes  still  streaming  with  tears, 
she  looked  at  her  with  wouder  and  affection*  Her  friend 
not  knowing  the  workings  of  her  soul,  thought  she  was  faint 
or  taken  ill,  but  Timme  soon  undeceived  her  by  laying  hold 
ef  her  hand,  and  with  many  tears  whispering,  "  What  shall 
I  do  ?  How  shall  I  knock  1  What  shall  I  say  ?  How  am  I 
to  pray  ?  Will  the  Lord  have  mercy  Y'  The  service  closed 
—they  returned  home,  Timme  deeply  affected,  reiterating 
the  preacher  said  '  knock ;'  and  with  a  solicitude  not  to  be 
described,  continued  to  press  her  former  enquiries.  When 
they  reached  home,  M-  ■  ,  who  was  also  much  impressed, 
replied,  "  pray  Timme,  and  say  God  be  merciful."  She  in- 
stantly wrung  her  hands,  and  in  bitter  agonies  of  soul  cried 
out  "  God  be  merciful !  Oh !  how  shall  I  knock !  What 
shall  I  do?  Will  God  be  merciful?  Oh!  how  shall  I 
knock?  What  shall  I  do  ?  Will  God  be  merciful  T  After 
the  most  affecting  intercourse  and  earnest  prayer,  her  friend 
retired,  admiring  the  unsearchable  riches  of  divine  grace. 

The  following  morning  her  first  thoughts  were  directed  Jo 
poor  Timme,  whom  she  had  left  crying  for  salvation.  The 
earliest  opportunity  was  eagerly  embraced  to  see  her,  and 
M— 's  first  question  was,  "  Well  Timme,  have  you  prayed 
to  night  V*  Timme  answered,  u  O  yes,  I  have  been  praying 
all  night,  crying  God  be  merciful,— and  will  he  d'ye  think, 
lookee,  will  he?"  "  Certainly  he  will,  for  be  has  promised 
mercy  to  those  who  seek  him,  and  he  cannot  be  worse  than 
his  word."  "  Tlien,"  cried  Timme,  u  I'll  neither  eat  nor 
driuk  till  I  fiud  mercy.—  Dear  Jesus  wash  me— Oh  wash 
me  in  thy  blood !—  Oh  save  me— have  mercy,  have  mercy !" 
-1  she  continued  praying  most  "of  the  day;  her  hands 
id,  and  her  eves  like  fountains* 
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Some  days  elapsed  before  her  soul  was  comforted.  One 
morning  M—  entered  the  room ;  Timme  was  sitting  in  the 
bed,  her  bands  grasping  each  other,  and  her  eyes  closed.  • 
Sbe  appeared  to  be  deeply  engaged  in  mental  prayer.  M— 
did  not  disturb  her,  but  waited  some  minutes  by  the  bed 
side.  At  length  Timme  opened  her  eyes,  and  perceiving  her 
friend,  she  said  with  much  affection,  "  Oh !  be  ye  coma, 
lookee,  I've  had  such  a  battle."  «  With  whom  ?'"  "  With 
the  adversary/'— -He  told  me  I  was  in  the  wrong  road,  I  said, 
1  knew  he  was  a  liar,  and  that  I  had  served  him  long  enough, 
and  was  now  determined  to  serve  him  no  more*  lie  said.  I 
was  too  vile  a  wretch  to  be  saved;  I  said  I  did  not  care  for  all 
be  could  say,  for  Jesus  had  died  fox  sinners,  and  if  I  cried 
God  be  merciful,  he  would  save  me.  I  then  cried  out,  Lord 
gave  ■■■  God  be  merciful— end  Satan  left  me.  Oh!  I've, 
conquered — 1  Ve  conquered !"  She  appeared  much  agitated 
and  entreated  M—  to  pray  lor  her,  adding,  "  Til  pray  too*" 

Timme  had  displayed  so  much  wildness  in  her  manner, 
and  such  a  vehemence  in  her  expressions,  that  M  ■  felt 
somewhat  alarmed ;  and  being  of  a  weak  frame  herself,  hex 
feelings  for  poor  Timme  rendered  her  much  indisposed  for 
praying  at  this  moment ;  but  Timme  importuned  her  in  such 
a  manner  (frequently  saying,  "  Who  can  tell  ?  Perhaps 
God  will  be  merciful. — Oh !  do  pray,  and  I  will  pray  too.") 
that  she  could  not  deny  her.  M  ■  says  when  she  kneel- 
ed to  unite  her  tears  and  prayers  with  Timme's,  her  heart 
was  quite  full,  and  she  had  no  sooner  began  to  pour  out  her 
soul  before  the  Lord,  than  sbe  was  visited  by  the  most  bless- 
ed consolations  and  glorious  promises.  Her  heart  was 
lifted  up  with  inexpressible  gratitude,  and  her  prayer  had 
such  an  effect  upon  poor  Timme,  that  she  wept  and  prayed 
most  earnestly,  or  in  the  words  of  M— — ,  "  She  almpst 
leaped  from  the  bed  with  eagerness  to  be  heard  and  saved 
by  the  Lord." 

Timme's  anxiety  to  be  taught  became  daily  more  manifest, 
and  as  soon  as  sbe  was  able  to  crawl  through  the  streets, 
»he  sought  the  house  and  company  of  her  friend  a&  all  op- 
portunities. She  would  sit  for  hours  relating  her  past  life, 
and  enquiring, «"  Can  the  Lord  save  such  a  wretch  as  11" 
On  these  occasions  her  tears  would  flow  incessantly,  while 
her  heart  beat  with  inexpressible  auguish  at  the  remembrance 
of  her  sius.  In  answer  to  some  encouraging  words,  she 
said,  "Ah!  but  I  am  so  vile,?  and  then  enumerated  her 
"  dreadful  sins,*  frequently  crying  out,  "  Oh  what  a  merty 
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I  was  not  sent  to  hell  at  such  a  time-— in  such  a  plaoe^fur 
this  sin  and  that  abomination — and  can  there  be  pardon  1 
Lord,  what  shall  I  do  to  be  saved?"  .  M— —  encouraged 
this  weeping  penitent  with  gracious  .and  comfortable  words, 
particularly  insisting,  "  He  will  not  cast  out,— his  word  i* 
sure,— Ask  ami  it  shall  be  given."  "  Oh  V  says  Timuie,  «  * 
try,  but  I  can't  speak  my  words  fittee*  to  the  Lun*.  What 
do  you  say,  lookee,  when  you  pray'?  What  did  you  say 
when  you  were  convinced  and  felt  as  I  dot*? 

.Her  friend  replied,  "  The  first  text  I  heard  Mr.  S 
preach  from  was,  lard  teach  us  to  pray,  and  when  I  was  a- 
wakened  to  a  sense  of  my  lost  condition,  this  became  mj 
cry ;  it  has  been  a  blessed  help  to  me  many  times  since,  and 
even  now  when  at  a  loss  v*hat  to  pray  for,  I  say,  Lord  teach 
me  tb.  pray;  and  if  you  do  the  same,  the  Lord  will  teach 
you."  Tim  me  shed  many  tears  at  these  words,  and  remark- 
ed*   cc  Ah,  but  sometimes   I  can  do  nothing   but  weep. 

**  This'/'  said  M ,  "  was  my  case  when  I  heard  Mr.  S— 

preach  from  these  words — Unto  you  is  the  word  of  solvation 
sent :  I  saw  myself  a  guilty  lost  sinner,  and  came  home  trem- 
bling and  crying ;  I  thought  I  saw  hell  opened  to  receive 
me,  and  —s—"  Tim  me  started  at  the  mention  of  hell! 
"  What,"  said  she,  "you lost!  you  deserve  hell!  you  never 
sinned  like  me — Oh !  I  have  been" "  Ah  Timme,"  re- 
plied M  .,  "  one  sin  will  sink  a  sinner  for  ever,  without 
pardon  through  Jesus  Christ;  and  I  knew  I  had  committed 
so  many,  thai  I  thought  myself  the  chief  of  sinners/ 
Timmc  was  deeply  affected  at  this  acknowledgment,  and 
faintly  replied.  "  Oh !  if  one  sin  will  sink  av  soul,  what  will 
become  of  me  /  M-r- —  then  related  more  of  her  experience, 
and  taught  Timme  the  language  of  prayer,  which  she  would 
repeat  after  her  with  peculiar  feeling,  sometimes  adding  a 
few  words  expressive  of  deep  penitence  and  abasement. 

These  conferences  *  occurred  almost  every  day,  much  to 
the  advantage  of  both,  and  the  honour  of  God.  From  this 
time  Timme  appeared  very  desirous  of  attending  the  meet- 
ing whenever  the  doors  were  open.     M suspected, 

"  Perhaps  she  is  thus,  attentive  because  I  always  call  for  her 
and  bring  her  some  little  necessaries  for  her  support."  She 
therefore  omitted  visiting  her  once  or  twice  at  the'  hour  of 
worship,  but  oil  entering  the  meeting,  Timme  was  there. 
She  enquired  "  who  helped  you  Tinime?"  "  Olj!"  said  she, 
weeping,  "the  Lord  helped  me*— I  crept  along  and  held  by 

♦  Coraiih,  preptr. 
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the  wall,  and  he  helped  me,  and  what  the  preacher  said  has 
greatly  encouraged,  me.  Did  not  you  hear  what  he  said  to 
poor  sinners?  I  hope  I  shall  be  saved  ytt.  I  wonler  hoiv 
be  should  know  me,  or  any  thing  about  me :  but  there  the 
Lord  directed  him  in  his  discourse,  and  He  knew  I  was  there." 

The  following  sabbath  eveniug  she  was  much  impressed 
with  the  service.  Her  tears  flowed  copiously  down  her 
checks,  her  hands  were,  grasped  in  each  other  with  peculiar 
fervency,  and  her  whole  frame  seemed  convulsed  with  tli^ 
violence  of  her  feelings,  between  the  extremes  of  sorrow  an " 
joy.  When  the  service  was  concluded'  she  could#  scarcely 
quit  1  he  seat  (where,  like,  Hannah,  her  lips  had  incessant!* 
moved,  but  her  voice  was  not  heard;)  with  difficuly  slit 
was  conveyed  home, .  faintly  uttering,  «'  Oh  !  I  have  been 
the  greatest  sinner  of  all,  but — through  mercy — through 
mercy — I  shall  be  saved.' 

The  next  morning,  her  relative  P ,  called  to  see  her  : 

sbe  stole  softly  up  stairs  as  she  heard  a  thick  smothered 
sound,  accompanied  with  heavy  moans.  It  was  Tim  me, 
kneeling  by  an  old  chest;,  engaged  in  the  most  solemn  pray- 
er.   P waited  at  the  door  until  she  arose,  and  presented 

the  most. affecting  sight:  her  eyes  red  with  weeping,  her 
fece  covered  with  tears,  and  her  heart  throbbing  with  agita- 
tion and  joy.  "  Timme,"  said  P ,  "  what  are  you  cry- 
ing for?"  "  I'm  crying  to  think  what  a  sinner  1  have* been. 
--Oh!  I'm  the  vilest  in  the  world !  I'm  now  convinced  of  it. 
1  never  saw  myself  such  a  sinnerbefore  :  but  I  know  there's 
mercy — yes,  I  know  there's  mercy.— Christ  has  died  and'  I 

am  saved."     P enquired,  "  Do  you  find'Christ  precious 

to  your  soul?  "  Yes  I  do,  for  he  bled  for  sinners."  •«  What 
would  you  do  if  the  Lord  re>tored  you  to  health  V  "  Why, 
I'd  follow  the  meeting  as  long  as  1  lived.— -I  love  your  peo- 
ple, 1  love  to  be  with  them  and  hear  them  talk  about  Jesus; 
tin  come  and  see  me  often."  In  the  evening  she  attended 
the  experience  meeting — j»he  wept  most  of  the  time,  and  ap- 
peared remarkably  humbled,  at  the  honour,  as  she  consider- 
ed it,  of  being  permitted  to  meet  with  the  people  of  Ood. 
One  of  the  deacons  led  the  meeting,  and  knowing  something 
ofTimme's  former  character,  hewas  quite  astonished  tose* 
her  introduced  as  a  penitent. 

On  her  return  from  this  service  she  said  to  M^-£*-#  **  you 
can't  think  bow  light  I  have  been  since  last  night :  I  can't 
tell  you  what  I  feel;  hut  I  think  now  that  the  Lord  wifthav* 
uercy  on  me.     I  felt  a  load  quite  lumpy  had  been  taken 
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.  from  me,  and  my  heart  was  quite  light,  my  soul  was  full  of 

love  and  gratitude  to  God."    At  her  request  M read 

John  xiv. ;  tears  now  trickled  down  her  cheeks,  and  her 
heart  overflowed  with  joy  ;  she  declared  she  felt  no  pain  or 
weakness,  her  heart  was  quite  light  and  full  of  love*  "  Oh! 
what  shall  I  do  to  thank the  Lord  for  that  sermon — Oh!  how 
shall  I  praise  him."  All  that  week  she  was  remarkably  hap- 
py, no  pain,  no  trouble,  no  temptations ;  and  she  became  t 
living  illustration  of  our  Lord's  remark,— "Her  sin*  which 
were  many  are  forgiven  and  she  loveth  much* 

The  following  Sabbath  I  had  the  pleasure  to  baptize  nine 
persons ;  it  was  a  high  day  to  many,  who  will  long  remem- 
ber it,  to  the  praise  of  the  glory  of  his  grace,  who  made  u* 
accepted  in  the  beloved.  Tim  me  attended,  and  observed 
when  the  sermon  closed,  "  I  have  eaten  every  word;  O  twas 
very  precious;  something  went  to  my  heart:  d'ye  think  toe 
Lord  will  save  me  without  being  baptized?'  "  Certainly/' 
said  M— ,  "  he  will,  baptism  is  not  a  savour,  but  an  ex- 
pression of  our  love  to  Christ,  and  an  act  of  obedience  to 
his  commands."  Timme  was  delighted  .at  this  information, 
and  said,  "  Oh !  how  I  wish  I  had  been  religious  in  health 
and  strength,  then  I  would  have  been  baptized  too ;  bat 
now  I'm  nothing  but  a  mere  case  of'bones.  But  I  was  blind 
to  every  good  thing.— Lord,  how  was  I  so  blind  Tv  In  the 
evening  the  Lord's  supper  was  administered.  Timme  viewed 
it  with  the  mingled  feelings  of  surprise,  love,  joy,  and  admi- 
ration. When  the  service  closed,  she  asked  her  friend, 
"  Do  you  think  if  I  were  to  recover,  they  would  ever  admit 
such  a  miserable  creature  as  I  amongst  them  1" 

She  always  expressed  great  love  to  the  church.  Speaking 
of  this  holy  ordinance,  she  saM,  "  when  I  was  jn  the  way  to 
destruction,  I  used  to  see  some  who  partook  of  the  sacra- 
ment get  drunk  afterwards ;  this  hardened  me  in  sin,  made 
me  hold  up  religion  to  mockery  and  ridicule,  and  curse  and 
swear  at  all  who  ever  spoke  to  me  about  it."  Such  are  the 
sad  effects  *of  the  irreligious  conduct  of  professors  on  the 
profane ;  it  accelerates  the  ruin  of  numbers  ! 

Mr*  S ,  of  B       ■  >,,  being  in  Cornwall,  visited   Pen- 

'zance  and  .preached  at  the  Baptist  Meeting.  It  will  be  re- 
membered by*  every  ,  reader  how  frequently  Timme  had  used 
this  prayer«r-Gorf  be  merciful;  indeed  it  was  her  constant 
cry:  bearing  this  in  mind,  there  was  a  remarkable  provi- 
dence in  the  visit  of  Mr.  S — —  to  this  town,  and  in  the  sub- 
let discussed  this  evening.    The  text  was—- God  be  merciful 
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to  me  a  sinner.  The  apparent' liberty  enjoyed  by  the  preach- 
er, and  the  uncommon  earnestness  of  his  address  upon  this 
occasion,  impressed  many.  But  Timme!  her  whole  soul 
seemed  absorbed  in  the  subject.  When  the  text  was  men- 
tioned she  was  struck  with  wonder  and  delight,  and  during 
tie  discourse,  her  eyes  and  ears  swallowed  every  word  .with 
inconceivable  satisfaction.  Mr«  S— —  remarked  how  many 
years  he  hoped  he  bad  been  a  follower  of  Christ;  aud  that 
he  never  knew  one  day  or  hour  when  he  had  not  reason  to 
wy  God  be  merciful — to  me — a  sinner;  aud  that  he  still. 
&aw j and  felt  the  same  need  to  urge  it  as  ever ;  and  he  be- 
lieved, Day  he  was  sure,  that  he  should  have  abundant  cause 
to  repeat  it  to  his  dying  day ;  and  that  he  wished  his  last 
words  might  be  God  be  merciful  to  Mb,  A  sinner. 

From  these  exercises  she  dated  all  her  happiness,  and 
spoke  of  them  to  her  dying  day  with  delight.  Thus  messed 
with  special  tokens  of  the  divine  favour,  she  now  went  on 
her  way  rejoicing. 


PART  III. 

Of  her  Christian  Experience  and  Death. 

t  •  — 

"  Lions  and  beasts  of navage  name  , 
"  Pat  on  the  nature  of  the  Lamb." 

XT  was  impossible  that  the  change  in  such  a  woman  as 
Timme  could  be  hid.  Her  reduced  state  had  long  been- 
tnowo,  her  powerful  voice  was  lost,  her  strong  constitution 
fumed,  and  the  masculine  boldness  of  her  appearance  had 
tttirely.disappeared ;  she  crawled  through  the  street,  the 
gfaostofwhat  she  once  was,  silently  testifying,  The  end  of 
tkse  thing*  is  death.  But  no  sooner  was  it  rumoured  that 
"Timme  wept  for  sin,  and  prayed  for  mercy"  than  the  an* 
oeat  enmity  rcvtted,  and  they  thai  were  bom  after  the  flesh, 
interned  her  thai  was  born  after  the  Spirit.  This  was^never 
so  conspicuous  as  when  she  was  going  to  meeting;  while  some 
u  gaze  and  admire  and  hate  the  change/',  others  heap  abuse 
and  ridicule  upon  her  with  unwearied  diligence.  How  strange 
that  the  world  should  prefer  the  sinner  full  armed  against 
for  Creator— glorying  in  obscenity  and  impiety — belching 
forth  floods  of  blasphemy  and  wallowing  in  drunkenness, 
K*t  the  beast,  rather  than  the  humble  peniteirt,  anxiously 
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enquiring  for  salvation,  and  ardently  fleeing  from  the  wrath 
to  come! ! !  Gracious  God,  what  awful  creatures  are  unu- 
wakened  men !  true  to  the  interests  of  hell,  they  prove  that 
they  are  of  their  father,  the  devil,  and  the  lusts  of  their  J  at  fur 
thev  Viill  do. 

Timme  was  not  alone  in  this  persecution,  her  pious  visitors 
shared  it  considerably.  M—  in  particular,  when  leading 
her  through  the  street  to  meeting,  was  distinguished  by  the 
ungodly*  They  would  frequently  cry  out,  "There  they  g»s 
fhey  have  got  Timme  with  them  now;  who  will  they  get 
next?  Ah!  birds  of  a  feather  flock  together — thev  dont 
care  who  comes,  'tis  all  one  to  them1."  M seldom  re- 
plied, but  gently  walked  on,  leading  Timme  by  the  arm,  the 
value  of  whose  soul,  and  the  hopes  she  entertained  respecting 
it,  enabling  her  cheerfully  to  bear  contradiction  of  sinners. 

Poor  Timme,  when  she  was  reviled,  reviled  not  again,  but 
committed  herself  to  him  that  judge th  righteously ;  but  slu 
would  frequently  burst  into  tears,  and  whisper  to  M— — 
"  Ah,  that's  through  me,  I've  been  such  a  vile  drunkard  that 
I'm  marked  by  every  one,  I'm  afraid  they*il  injure  your  cha- 
racter, I'm  not  afraid  for  myself,  but  you.  If, you  are  ashamed 
to  go  with  me,  141  creep  along  by  myself,  and  lean   by  the 

wall:  perhaps  the  Lord  will  help  me."     M *s  affection 

fox  her  woulcTnot  permit  this,  she  therefore  continued  to  lead 
her;  but  she  was  soon  reduced  so  low,  as  to  be  unable  to 
atteud  the  meeting  any  more. 

Our  friends  now  usually  visited  Iter  almost  every  day  iu 
the  week,  and  on  sabbath  afternoons  or  evenings  they  as- 
sembled round  her  bed  for  singing  and  prayer.  Never  did 
a  condemned  criminal  welcome  the  messenger  of  bis  reprieve 
with  more  joy  and  gladness  than  Timme  did  this  people; 
uniting  in  their  devo Lions  she  found  a  heaven  begun  below. 

P asked,  "  Do  you  love  God's  people  Timme  ?"     u  0 

yes  (said  she)  that  1  do,  I  bless  the  church — and  bless  the 
minister,  and  bless  the  people.  Oh  how  I  love  them  aft.  I 
love  to  see  them,  to  hear  them,  to  pray  with  them,  and  talk 
with  then  about  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  A  poor  woman 
who  slept  with  her,  would  often  intreat  her  to  be  silent  and 
endeavour  to  sleep;  Timme  would  reply,  "  No  1*11  pray  for 
them  as  long  as  I  live,"  she  would  then  go  on  praying  fur 
them  by  name  great  part  of  the  night.  In  conversation,  her 
sins  were  always  uppermost,  and  abundance  of  tears  accom- 
panied all  she  said  about  them. 

She  had  been.confined  to  her  room  about  three  weeks  when 
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I  returned  from  London,  and  was  informed  that  a  poor  wo- 
man under  serious  impressions  wished  to  see  me.  I  went 
accordingly,  and  was  much  affected  with  the  sight  of  such 
*n  emaciated  creature,  and  surprised  to  liear  such  spiritual, 
scriptural,  and  heavenly  language.  From  this  time  myself 
and  friends  constantly  visited  her  until  her  departure,  with 
satisfaction  afld  profit. 

One  of  her  companions  in  particular,  was  constant  in  her.    > 
attention  and  unremitting  in  her  endeavours  to  promote  he* , 
spiritual  interests.     She  no  sooner  found  chat  Timme,  Jike .; 
herself,  \yas  seeking  Jesus,  than  she  embraced  every  opport- 
unity to  point  her  to  the  "Limb  of  God,  and  instruct  her  in  •; 
the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.     This  she  happily  accomplished  by 
reading  to  her  chiefly  in  the  Psalms  and  New  Testament,  and 
ty  pxovidiug  a  little  boy  who  resided  in  the  house  with 
Tiipme,  to  supply  her  place  when  her  attendance  was  pre- 
sented.   The  savour  of  those  means  and  a  deep  sense  of  this 
favour  remained  upon  poor  Timme  to  her  last  moments. 

It  is  wisely  ordained  that  the  vices  of  the  wieked  should 
secretly  but  certainly  sap  the  foundation  of  health,  and  thus 
render  their  sin  their  punishment.  Timme's  constitution  fell 
rapidly  to  ruin,  and  we  were  called  for  a  short  period  to  * 
witness  the  .horrible  effects  of  sin  in  a  deranged  mind  con- 
nected with  a  tortured  body. 

When  she  Juved  most  violently  I  was  much  alarmed  lest 
-he  should  be  permitted  to  break  out  into  blasphemy  or 
f'Wiiity,  especially  when  I  considered  how  notorious  sh& 
tad  been  for  these  sins ;  but  1  shall  ever  esteem  it  a  pecu-  . 
tar  favour  to  myself  and  friends,  that  she  was  preserved 
r  om  every  thing  of  vthe  kind  during  the  whole  progress*  of 
l*'is  awful  malady.     Excepting  a  few  absurd  expressions, 

•  *'r  principal  theme  was  Christ  and  Salvation.     The  foliow- 
!  >;'  was  her  song,  repeated  almost  without  jute  mission  for 

•  Wi'iity  hours. 

How  did  he  bless  me  ? 

How  did  he  save  me? 

Christ  has  relieved  me,  and 

Christ  has  received  me, 

Christ  will  me  have,  and 

Christ  will  me  save, 

Christ  is  my  shield,  and 

Christ  has  sav'd  me — How  do  I  know  I  why 

Christ  has  sav'd  me,  though  I  lay  upon  siraW, 

Christ  has  saved  roe,  and  cannot  I  tell '. 
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Christ  has  saved  my  soul  from  helL 

Christ  made  me  to  pray,  and 

Christ  told  me  what  to  say, 

Christ  is  my  song." 
If  for  a  moment  she  varied  from  these  strains,  (which 
were  her  spontaneous  production)  she  would  quickly  re- 
sume the  old  language,  from  which  nothing  could  effectually 
divert  her.  Yet  such  was  the  tone  and  earnestness  with 
which  she  sung,  that  the  impression  on  every  visitor  was 
irresistible* 

Her  situation  was  very  distressing  on  many  accounts,  and 
having  accompanied  several  friends  to  her  house,  we  all  stood 
silent  for  some  minutes  weeping  over  the  most  affecting 
scene  I  ever  beheld,  her  violent  and  continued  exertions  and 
exclamations  rendering  speaking  useless.  But  remembering 
the  efficacy  of  united  prayer,  in  a  similar  case,  with  a  wor- 
thy minister,  formerly  of  Brixham,  1  was  encouraged,  and  I 
believe  we  prayed  with  all  our  hearts.  From  this  time  her 
raving  ceased,  and  she  gradually  recovered  her  reason*  The 
fact  is  attested,  by  all  present,  and  let  it  stand  recorded  for 
the  divine  glory,  and  the  encouragement  of  importunate 
prayer.  , 

On  the  Lord's  day  following,  she  was  entirely  recovered 
from  delirium,  and  to  the*  last  moment  of  her  life  appeared 
perfectly  sensible,  calm  and  happy  in  her  soul ;  but  the  ef- 
"ects  of  her  mental  storm  were  painfully  visible  in  her  own 
masculine  person.  Her  throat  was  parched  with  a  thirst 
which  nothing  could  assuage,  her  appetite  departed,  and  her 
condition  and  whole  appearance  became  shocking  beyond* 
description.  She  well  knew  the  cause  of  her  complaints, 
and  bitterly  lamented  that  destructive  vice  which  brought 
her  to  the  grave  in  such  an  awful  manner,  and,  but  for 
amazing  grace,  would  have  plunged  both  body  and  soul  in 
everlasting  flames. 

After  her  recovery  from  her  delirium,  I  visited  her  in 
company  with  one  of  our  deacons,  to  whom  she  had  been 
well  known  in  her  worst  days.  In  reply  to  his  question*, 
she  stated  her  views  and  feelings  in  a  manner  so  composed 
and  simple,  and  they  appeared  so  agreeable' to  the  gospel, 
that  the  change  in  her  was  to  him  particularly  striking,  the 
impression  of  which  was  manifested  not  only  in  his  prayer 
for  her  that  evening,  but  on  many  occasions  in '  the  social 
id  domestic  circle  afterwards. 
The  Jast  week  of  her  eveutf"!  life  was  now  arrived,  during 
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which  she  slept  little,  but  wis  almost  constantly  engaged  in 
prayer.  When  any  person  had  been  praying  with  her  she 
would  observe,  "  O  how  I  love  their  prayers,  they  seem 
sweeter  than  my  own;  I  hope  the  dear  people  won't  forsake 
me  while  I'm  alive,  1  shall  not  want  them  long  now/9  The 
excess  of  her  pain,  connected  with  he>  weak  condition,  ex- 
cited our  surprise  that  she  should  hold  out  so  long,  but  she 
remarked,  "  perhaps  the  Lord  lets  me  live  tjpat  I  may  be  a 
wirning  to  others." 

One  morning  P enquired,  "how  are  you  now  Timmel" 

»be replied,  **  very  well;"  but  P noticing  he>  condition, 

which  was  really  shocking  to  look  upon  added,  "  how 
can  you  be  wellf"  Timme  answered,  "  Never  mind  that  "tin 
only  the  body,  and  its  sufferings  will  be  all  over  soon,  all 
■J  dependance  is  ou  Christ,  and  I  know  that  his  grace  is 
sufficient  for  me."  Sometimes  she  would  start  as  if  from 
a  long  train  of  reflection,  and  say,  "  why  1  never  thought 
I  was  so  vile  a  sinner,  I  never  saw  myself  such  a  sinner  be- 
fore; but  the  blood  of  Christ  has  cleansed  me."  At  other 
times  she  observed,  "  If  I  had  not  gone  to  the  meeting  my 
soul  would  never  have  been  saved ;  but  the  Lord  brought  it 
about  for  me  to  go  there."  The  last  time  I  saw  her  she  ex-, 
pressed  her  views  so  clearly  and  her  hope  so  firmly,  that  I 
parted  from  her  with  the  pleasing  expectation  of  meeting  her 
ill  heaven  when  this  corruptible  shall  put  on  incorruption,  and 
thii  mortal  immortality. 

On  the  morning  of  her  departure,  she  said,  "  I'm  very 
weak  in  body,  but  very  well  in  soul— I'm  just  going  home— 
the  Lord  is  ready  to  receive  me— my  soul  is  waiting  for 
Jesus  *  Observing  that  P— —  wept,  she  continued,  **  Dontee 
weep  for  me,  I  shall  be  well,  I  shall  be  happy  with  the  Lord.'* 
Her  body  now  became  stiff  and  cold,  and  most  of.  the  day 
■be  could  scarcely  speak ;  still  her  hands  were  clasped,  and 
ber  eyes  lifted  up  as  if  in  prayer. 

M— —  visited  her  in  the  afternoon,  and  perceiving  her 
approaching  dissolution,  said,  "  Timme  you  feel  you  are 
dying;"  she  feintly  whispered,  "yes,"  "Well  Timroe, 
death  is  .a  solemn  thing,  we  have  aU  reason  seriously  to  exj 
amine  ourselves  and  cousider  where  we  are  going;  have ydn 
examined  your  own  heart  in  the  prospect  of  eternity  t*'  the 
dying  creature  felt  the  solemnity  and  importance  of  due 
address,  and  exerting  her  small  remains  of  strength  replied, 
M  have,  1  have,  it  is  done,  it  isidone,  it  is  finished  ;*  and 
»»king  immediately  inio  a  doze,  M— —  took  her  final  leave- 
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P— *_  retarniug  in  the  evening,  heard  her  faintly  whisper- 
ing in  prayer ;  and  on  her  going  nearer,  Tim  me  said,  "  I'm 
dying,  I'm  dying;"  but  revivipg  a  little  for  a  moment,  like 
an  eroiring  taper,  she  begged  her  lips  might  be  moistened, 
and  tiien  with  great  solemnity  said,  "  Dontee  let  any  body 
grieve  for  me — I  know  that  my  soul  is  safe — I  know  all  will 

he  well,  and  I  shall  be  happy.    The  Lord  bless  Mr.  S 

and  all  the  dear-  people  of  the  meeting."  These  were  her 
last  words,  and  composipg  herself  to  die,  she  in  a  few"  mi- 
nutes breathed  out  her  soul  on  the  26th  day  of  August,  1808, 
aged  51  years. 

Although  some  who  knew  Tim  me  under  her  worst  cha- 
racter, have  remarked  that  it  was  difficult  to  believe  that  a 
woman  so  ignorant,  passionate,  depraved,  hardened,  and 
desperate,  should  in  a  few  months,  become  a  meek,  spiritual, 
a«d  affectionate  christian,  full  of  hope  and  joy ;  yet  the 
evidence  of  the  reality  of  her  conversion  possesses  an  in- 
dobilable  claim  to  our  belief. 

Her  REPENTANCE  appeared  to  all  who  visited  her  to 
be  the  genuine  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Her  views  of  sin 
were  distinct  and  penetrating;  the  convictions  she  had  of  her 
awful  crimes  were  painful  and  alarming,  and  her  unfeigned 
grief  si  because  she  was  a  sinner,"  left  no  room  for  any  to 
doubt  this  was  her  heaviest  burden  ;  at  the  mention  of  her 
former  sins,  torrents  of  .tears  bespoke  the  inward  anguish 
sfee  felt;  Soon  after!  visited  Iter  she  related  her  feelings 
when  under  conviction.  Her  words  I  may  write,  but  it  is 
impossible  to  convey  an  idea  of  her  plaintive  tone  of  voice, 
or  her  uncommonly  earnest  manner.  Sitting  on  the  bed, 
she  closed  her  hands  held  down  her  head,  and  observed, 
"  When  I  beard  of  salvation  and  thought  I  was  peutteut  aud 
Alight  be  saved,  I  said  to  myself,  what  Tim  me!  Timrae  saved ! 
the  Lord  have  mercy  upon  Timme !  what  Jesus  pardon  and 
save  such  a  wretch  as  I !  But  how  can  he  do  it?  how  can 
*fe. save  the  guilty  miserable  wicked  Timme  1  O  Jesus 
^ity  a  poor  JMagdalen.  1  ought  to  be  in  hell  for  ever  and 
*ver,  but  oh  save  my  poor  soul ;  God  be  merciful  to  me  a 
siuuer." 

A  good  HOPE  through  grace  buoyed  up  her  soul,  and 

preserved  her  from  black  despair.     It  pleased  God  from  the 

first  week  of  her  repentance,  to  throw  but  this  rope  of  mercy, 

°"4  Timme  having  once  caught  hold  of  it,  like  a  drowning 

:n  the  agonies  of  death,  she  grasped  it  with  amatiug 

until  the  king  of  terrors  remoVed  " 
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of  Aohor  to  that  land  "  where  winds  and  waves  distress  no 
more."  As  Tier  prospects  enlarged  he*  hope  increased,  and  at 
length  it  appeared  "a  hope  full  of  immortality  ;"  and  to  her 
last  moments  an  anchor  to  her  soul  sure  and  stedfast.  Scarcely 
a  day  for  the  last  six  weeks  of  her  life  but  we  found  her 
ftjwxng  in  the  hope  of  the  glory  of  God, 

Her  FAITH  was  stedfast,  immoveable  and  operative.  >As 
•he  eame  to  Christ  with  all  her  guilt,  shame,  and  misery,-  and 
lie  graciously  received  her  just  as  she  was,  so  she  was  en- 
couraged to  rely  upon  him  with  unshaken  confidence  to  the 
last.  To  any  one  who  would  enquire,  "  Do  you  believe  in 
Christ,  Timme?"  she  would  reply,  "  Believe  in  Christ, 
lookee  !  why  who  should  I  believe  in,  if  not  in  Christ?  why 
he's  all  my,  hope,  my  dependance,  my  joy.  He  saves  poor 
sinners.  He  has  saved  me;  yes,  me,  me,  Timme,  the  wicked, 
drunken,  guilty  Timme!  Oh  Lord,  what  a  wretch  I  was!" 
A  fortnight  before  her  delirium  she  attained  a  comfortable 
assurance  of  her  interest  in  Christ  She  was  therefore  ena- 
bled to  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  but  harrassed  with  many  doubts, 
distresses  and  fears;  as  she  could  'not  tell  how  a  holy  God 
wnitf  save  so  vile  a  sinner.  But  by  the  help  of  the  Scrip- 
tares,  and  a  valuable  little  book,  she  now  understood  how 
*  «at  and  why  it  was  that  Jesus  Christ  would  save  her.  '  Her 
voy  and  gratitude,  affection,  and  devotion,  when  she  related 
her  experience  under  these  discoveries,  willnever  be  forgot- 
ten  while  "  memory  holds  her  place"  in  the  writer  of  this 
Dtemoir;  nor  will  the  recollection  of  it  occur  without  the 
attendant  sigh  and  feeling  exclamation,  "  Poor  Timme," 

Her  LOVE  to  Christ  was  eminently  manifest  She  de- 
lighted to  spend  whole  nights  in  reflecting  on  what  she  had 
heard  respecting  him ;  and  the.  glorious  manifestation  of  her 
Lord  made  her  rejoice  greatly  when  all  around  her  slept. 
1  once  observed,  "  Ah  Timme,  there  was  a  time  when  yon 
did  not  love  Christ!"  "  Love  him,  (she  replied)  why  I  knew 
nothing  about  him,  I  was  blind  and  mad,  I  ldved  nobody  but 
drunkards  like  myself.  O  what  a  wretch  I  was !  But  tkert 
the  Lord  would  not  let  me  drop  into  hell  No:  he.stopt 
Be  Jcft  in  time,  and  now  he'll  save  me.  O  how  I^oogfit  to 
love  him  S  how  I  shall  love  him  in  heaven  for  aH  the^niefcles." 

After  this  it,  will  be  superfluous  to  adduce  her  Gratitude. 
Bat  her  RESIGNATION  must  not  be  passed  over.  <  I  nave 
beheld  her  with  astonishment  enduring  the  most  dreadful 
sgonies  without  one  complaint  or  the  slightest  murmur. 
Averse  to  the  impression  of  •  pain.  I  feel  that  nature  reec 
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at  sufferings  not  worthy  the  name  when  compared  whs 
what  she  endured  with  a  body  burnt  up  with  excessive 
drinking.    Witnessing  her  tortures,  I  have  often  enquire^, 

'  "  Don't  you  repine  at  your  long  and  painful  affliction?"  Her 
uniform  reply  was,  "No,  I  must  not  do  that ;  all  is  right; 
1  deserve  a  great  deal  more ;  1  deserve  hell/'  I  ouce  en- 
tered just  as  she  brought  up*a  quantity  of  blood;  .she  said 
faintly,  "  I've  a  great  deal  of  pain,  master,  but  it  is  as  the 
Lord  pleases;  I  don't  murmur;  his  will  be  done;  I'm  out 
of  liell  you  know." 

On  the  Sabbath  following  her  death,  it  was  announced 
that  Timme  would  be  buried  on  Monday  afteruoou.  About 
three  o'clock  on  this  day  we  attended  where  the  corpse  lay, 
and  after  singing  two  hymns  in  the  house,  the  coffin  was 

f  brought  into  the  street  and  flxt  on  chairs ;  a  vast  concourse 
of  people  assembled  from  town  and  country ;  every  tiling  was 
serious  as  death,  and  solemn  as  the  grave.     It  fell  to  ray  lot 

.to  address  the  surrouuding  multitude,  many  of  whom  ap» 

•  peared  affected.  We  then  moved  off;  some  ministers  toge- 
ther with  myself  and  deacons,  preceded  the  corpse,  which 
was  carried  by  our  sisters ;  while  a  very  lacge  body  of  friends 
followed.  Numbers  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  streets  through 
which  she  passed,  flocked  to  the  windows  and  doors,  andi 
many  a  heart  breathed  with  a  sigh,  "  Poor  Timme  V  l 

Thus  wc  have  testified  that  Which  we  have  beard,  which 
we 'have  seen,  which  our  own  eyes  have  looked  upon*  If  auv 
should  doubt  after  this,  we  should  refer  them  to  the  day 
tha^t  shall  declare  the  thing  as  it  is.  I  cannot,  however,  con- 
clude, without  observing  that  the  advantages  already  derived 
from  this  display  of  Divine  Mercy  are  many  and  important 
To  the  friends  of  religion  in  this  town  it  was  eminently  bene- 
ficial :  and  I  add  with  pleasure,  that  a  few  months  since, 
her  sister  declared  to  me,  before  she  expired,  that  her  hope 
of  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ  was  first  •encouraged  by 
the  extraordinary  conversion  and  happy  death  of  poor 
Timme.  Grateful  for  such  mercies,  aud  prayiug  that  copi- 
ous blessings  may  attend  the  readers  of  this  Monument  of 
Sovereign  Grace,  I  close  in  the  language  of  Jhe  pious  Psalm- 
ist,— Not  unto  us,  0  Lord,  not  unto  us.  but  unto  thy  name,  gwt 
glory,  for  thy  mercy  and  for  thy  truth  sake; 
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"  Hav«  you  heard,  (said  my  friend  to  mo,  on 
w  my  late  arrival  in  London,)  of  prayer- meetings 
"held  in  the  Pbol,  by  Bailors?"  «No."  «Thm 
f€  yon  will  be  pleased  to  learn  thai  a  good  work 
"  is  going  forward  among  the  colliers  on  '  the 
u  Thames,  who  have  prayer-meetings  in  different. 
"  ships  almost  every  night."  Struck  with  fhi$ 
Intelligence,  I  determined  visiting  theft*  that  I 
might  Be  gratified  both  as  a  spectator  and  hearev 
of  such  a  novelty. 

On  a  subsequent  evening  some  branches  of  my 
Mend's  family  accompanied  me  down  the  river  \ 
and  off  Shadtirell  we  sa#  a  North  Country  brig 
lying  in  a  tier  of  vessels,  having  a  flag  at  her 
roai^rtyp-gaUantrinast  head.  It  had  a  blue  ground* 
and  the  word  Bkthel,  in  large  red  letters  g#  %it% 


centre.  There  was  something  in  the  idea  of  this 
flag,  and  the  name  it  bore,  which  pleased  me  ex- 
ceedingly.* We  were  welcomed  on  board  by  the 
captain. — I  had  requested  .of  my  friends  not  to  in- 
form him  that  I  was  a  minister,  in  order  that  I 
might  hear,  as  quite  ar  stranger,  the  spontaneous 
effusions  of  seamen's  hearts  before  the  Lord.  At 
seven  o'clock,  a  person  came  on  board  from  Ro- 
therhithe,— 1  have  since  learnt  that  he  generally 
attends  to  conduct  the  worship  at  these  meetiiig3. 
The  cabin  became  soon  filled  with  captains  and 
seameq.  It  had  been  cleaned  up  for  the  occasion, 
and  some  bars  of  wood  were  laid  across  different 
chests  .to  se5rve  as  seats.  It  was  interesting  to  see 
how;  curiously  and  willingly  the  seamen  stowed 
themselves  away  on  the  lockers,  coiling  up  their 
leg*  to  make  as  much  room  as  possible.  I  stood 
behind^  up  in  a  corner  ;N  and,  while  unobserved  1 
noticed  attentively  their  method  of  proceeding,  the 
person  who  had  come  off  from  the  shore,  gave  out 
three  verses  of  a  hymn  and  then  prayed. .  Several 
captains  and  seamen  successively  followed  with 
a  short  hymn,  or  prayer.  The  singing  was  very 
lively  and  animated ;  and.  the  prayers  of  these 
good  men  were  at  once  simple,  copious,  and  ener- 
getic.   They  did .  not  consist  in  a  relation  of 

♦'In  the  winter  the  worship  being  of  an  evening,  the  signal 
ft  a  lantern  in  the  main-top,  or  high  in  the  rigging,  as  best  ta 
besttfu; 


»     r 


circumstances,  but  they  had  "a  continual  $uc* 
cession  of  fervent  supplications  to  the  God  and 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  for  all  that  variety 
of  blessings  which  each  person  found  necessary 
to  the  well-being  and  happiness  of  himself  and  bis 
friends. 

The  phraseology  of  the  seamen  in  prayer  was 
singularly  interesting,  often  technical,  but  always 
solemn,  expressive,  and  appropriate.  I  was  much 
impressed  with  the  following  sentence,  "  OJLord, 
"  bless  this  ship,  from  the  captain  down  to  the  cabin 
"  boy"  Others  were  to  this  effect,  "O  Lord,  heme 
a  mercy  upon  poor  sailors  in  general,  and  shew  them 
u  all  the  way  of  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ."  Again, 

*  Lord  have  metcy  upon  every  ship  in  the  river :  O 
"  thou,  that  didst  call  the  seamen  ofGallilee,  make 

*  hare  thine  arm  andptmr  down  thy  Blessings  on  all 
9  the  captains  and  mates,  seamen  and  cabin  boys, 

*  now  lying  m  the  river.    Let  the  fire  thy  grace  has 

*  fondled  in  our  hearts,  extend  all  over  the  Thames, 

*  uniil  it  destroy  the  wickedness  of  the  people,  and 
u  cause  every  heart  to  burn  in  a  holy  flame  of  love 
u  to  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ"  The  very 
deep  interest  I  felt  on  this  memorable  occasion  can-' 
not  be  described. — "  Ye  know  the  heart  of  a  stran- 
u  ger,"  said  the  Almighty  to  Israel  5  a  for  ye  have 
?  been  stranger*  yourselves  in  the  land  of  Egypt  :*' 
and  thm  I  felt,  that,  in  addition  to  those  quicken- 
ing impressions  which^ucb  prayers  excited  ft*  my 
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t mi))  these  circumstances  caused  me  to  remember, 
With  keen  emotion,  the  early  pursuit  of  my  etc*  life 
tyhen  on  the  mighty  ocean ;  and  the  varied  inter- 
course I  had  frequently  had  since  with  teamen, 
both  in  the  navy,  and  in  the  merchant  service. 
Associating  the  heart  of  a  seaman  with  the  (feelings 
of  a  christian  minister,  I  fcould  no .  longer  resist 
the  desire  I  felt  to  mingle  my  prayers  with  this 
blessed  coibpany ;  and  to  offer  a  few  words  of  ex- 
hortation and  encouragement. .  With  the  permis- 
sion of  the  leader  of  the  meeting,  at  the  close  of 
the  service,  I  therefore  gave  out  the  well-known 
verse,  "  Jesus>  lover  of  rhy  #ouJ/\  whiph  was  sung 
with  a  cheerful  zeal.  I  then  advanced  to  the  table 
in  the  centre  of  the  cabin,  but  was  unable  for  a 
while  to  spgakj  owing  to  the  agitating  emotions 
of  my  soul  5  bi^t  at  length  I  spqfee  to  tbta  effect » 
,  "My  deafly  beloved  brethren—*  Twenty-four  ytor* 
u ago  I  sailed  out  of  this  Hver  a$a  cabin  hoy;  I  have 
f*  since  beheld  marty  Scenes  at  home  and  in  fo**Hgn 
^  lands.  Through  Divihe  grace*  I  am  mid  a  minister 
V  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ*  and  hate  repeatedly 
"  preached  to  seamen  in  various  parti  of  the  king* 
«  dam.  1  hove  the  happiness  to  have  many  such  as 
«  yourselves  members  of  the  church  where  I  preside* 
"  I  have  corresponded  for  years  with  nearly  Seventy 
"  me*  of  war,  in  which  tvere  pious  officers  or  seam&h 
"  and  have  witnessed  many  gratifying  circumstances 
"  respecting  them9  but  never  All  now  teas  I  so  highly 


« jf*fcr«*rtf— *>  tfeckdrrq&d  |o  impressed  with 
"  their  company. 

"  When  I  consider  the  generally  neglected  state 
"  of  our  sailors ;  the  immorality  of  their  lives  /„  and 
"  the  temptations  which  abound  to  lead  them  to  ruin 
u-  on  either  shore  of  this  rjver,  I  am  filled  with  asto- 
"  nkhment  at  the  wonders  of  almighty' grace,  which 
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"  has9 1  hope,  plucked  you  as  brands  from  the  burn- 
"  ing>  ttfld  has  poured  out  a  Spirit  of  grace  and 
"  supplication  among  you. — Truly, '  my  heart  grows 
"  warm  with  holy  fire,9  when  I  consider  wlvat  God 
«  hath  wrought* — /  corf  ess  that  I  love  tlte  souls  of 
"  British  seamen,  and  their  everlasting  interests  lie 
"  pery, near  to  my  heart.— What  I  have  seen  and 
"  heard  this  night  has  filled  me  with  joy  and  gra- 
u  titude.  I  feel  it  an  honour  to  stand  now  among 
t€  you :  and  I  count  it  one  qf  the  happiest  circum- 
"  stances  of  my  life  to  be  thus  allowed  to  mingle 
1  my  prayers  and  tears  and  praises with  you.  While 
u  I  implore  that  the  richest  blessings  may  descend  on 
44  all  your  future  meetings,  I  cannot  refrain  from 
*?  expressing  the  fervent  wish  of  my  heart,  that  I 
«  might  be  permitted  to  preach  to  you  on  board,  in 
"  the  name  qf  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Accept  the 
"  beet  desires  of  my  soul  for  your  present  and  eternal 
"  happiness  !—GodJlmig  hty  blessyou,  and  cause  hie 
u  face'  to  shine  upon  you,  and  you  shall  be  saved  !  " 
.  I  closed  this  short  address  by  prayer.  Every 
fejtrt  appeared  «oftened.~ Tears  rolled  plentifully 
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down  their  weather-beaten  cheeks :  and  after  dis- 
tributing some  religious  tracts  among  them,  a  day 
of  the  following  week  was  fixed  for  preaching. 
Before  we  separated  the  leader  said  aloud,  "  My 
€<  lads !  wc  have  no  ship  for  to-morrow  eveniug : 
€€  Is  there  any  one  on  board  who  can  ofier  a  ship  V 
"  Yes !"  exclaimed  a  voice  from  the  crowd, €€  You 

"  may  have  the — ; ,  in  such  a  tier/'  "  Thank 

€(  you,  my  friend !"  said  he,  and  added, "  Remem- 
"ber,  my  lads,  the  flag  will  be  hoisted  on  board 

«  the ,  to-morrow  evening ;  and  that  the 

meeting  will  begin,  as  usual,  at  seven.  We  shall 
be  glad  to  see  any  captain  or  sailors  from  the 
i(  P6ol  who  may  please  to  come  on. board."  On 
taking  leave  I  learned  that  a  captain  from  the 
North,  who  had  established  morning  and  even- 
ing  prayer  in  his  vessel,  had  commenced  those 
meetings  in  the  year  1816 ;  and  that  several  per- 
sons had  already  been  awakened,  and  great  good 
had  been  effected.  As  the  ships  in  the  coal  trade 
were  continually  arriving  and  sailing,  a  leader 
from  the  shore  became  necessary.  The  "Bkthhl" 
flag  had  been  made  for  the  purpose ;  and  their 
plan  being  to  circulate  those  meetings  about  the 
Thames,  any  captain  was  applied  to  for  the  loan 
of  his  vessel  for  the  evening.  Some  captains  per- 
mitted these  meetings  twice  or  thrice,  and  then  re- 
fused. — Others  refused  them  altogether:  but  a  few. 
of  the  captains  became  steady  friends,  and  their 


vessels  were  looked  upon  as  certain.  It  was  de- 
lightful to  behold  what  christian  love  and  bar-* 
many  prevailed  among  them,  when  they  shook 
bands  with  each  other  on  going  over  the  ship's 
side  to  depart. 

On  the  following  week  I  visited  them  in  com- 
pany with  a  few  religious  friends,  when  1  preached 
from  Jonah  vii.  6.— The  quarter-deck  of  the  ship 
was  well  filled  with  persons  from  different  ships, 
and  the  sermon  closed  with  a  solemn  exhortation 
to  this  effect :  '*  My  dear  brothers,  I  rejoice  with 
"many  of  the  friends  of  Christ  on  shore,  in  thees- 
"  taUishment  of  your  prayer-meetings  tin  ship- 
"  board. — Mayyou  be  daily  strengthened  to  go  for- 
"  ward. — You  have,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history 
"of  our  country,  raised  a  standard  for  Christ  on 
"  the  river  Thames.  May  that  flag  never  be  struck 
"  to  any  of  the  enemies  of  the  cross ! — You  must 
"expect  ridicule  and  opposition  and  contempt, 
"but  fear  them  not!— You  serve  a  good  and  a 
"great  master. — He  will  not  desert  you. — Aban-' 
"  doned  sailors  are  not  ashamed  to  sin  publicly  on 
"  the  river,  or  at  Wapping,  or  Rotherhithe.— They 
"procMfm  their  sin  boldly ;  and  shalK'you  be 
"  ashamed  to  serve  Christ  on  the  Thames  ?  God 
"  forbid !  Go  on  as  you  Aave*  begun,  fearlessly, 
"and  publicly;  avow  your  attachment  to  the 
"Lord  Jesus  Christ ♦;  prove  by  your  lives,  that' 
"  you  are  his  disciples ;.  and  ere  long  your  enemies 


u  ahalihe  confounded,  your  friends  increased,  and 
« the  fervent  desires  of  your  hearts  shall  be  ac- 
«'  complished  in  the  extended  salvation  of  captains 
u  and  sailors ;  and  In  the  complete  establishment 
"of  the  precious  Redeemer's  interest  on  the  river 
i(  Tbanlea,  from  London  Bridge  to  Blackball." 

We  then  sang  a  hymn*  and  I  requested  some,  of 
(he  seamen  present  to  engage  in  prayer.  This  was 
{tone  in  a  manner  the  most  edifying  and  affecting, 
{t  is  not  possible  to  convey  a  full  description  of 
this  novel  and  important  scene !  but  I  Was  parti- 
cularly interested  in  the  petitions  of  some  cap* 
tains  who  had  just  arrived,  and  who  were  thank- 
ing God  for  a  safe  voyage ;  and  with  those  of  others 
who  were  shortly  to  depart,  praying  Jot  a  happy 
meeting  with  their  families,  and  for  the  conver- 
sion of  their  relatives.  One  captain  much  affefct- 
ecj  my  heart  when  he  prayed  with  the  humblest 
tone  of  voice,  and  shedding  many  tears,  said, 
"  Ah  !  Lord  !  thou  knowest  we  have  many  Jonahs  on 
"  ioard  our  vessels.  We  have  often  tried,  O  Lord, 
','  like  the  captain  qfwhom  we  have  heard  to-night, 
'»'.  to  awake  them  from  the  long  fltep  of  sim  j  but 

alps,!  mil  our  efforts  have  been  iu  vqin ! — Q  ford, 
<  put  forth  thy  strength*  and  quicken  the*?  dead 
fsimw*  to  ltfe+-*>-0:Sfy  to  the»h  deorett  Zatd, 
"  'Ayoake  thorn  that  steepest !  arise  from  tht  dead ! 
«  and  Christ  shall  give  tltee  light. ' "  . 
it  Aether  p^f4  tjm%  "Q  J^rd^wour  ertas 
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Lord,  how  Kind  thou  art  to  send  these  good 

*  people  from  the  shore,  to  encourage  us  poor 

*  sailors  in  our  humble  endeavours  to  serve  thee, 
"  O  Lord,  bless  them  and  $11  their  families,  for 

*  their  kindness  to  us  who  are  often  tossed 

*  With  tempers,  and  not  comforted.— O  that 
"  they  may  thitik  upoii  us  when  we  are  far  off  on 

*  th^  sea,  and  they  lift  up  thdr  prayers  in  their 

*  comfortable  habitations  for  the  poor,  despised 

*  remnant,  whom  thou  now  seest  prostrate  before 
*thee." 

Another  prayed,  wO  Lord,  what  shall  wp  say 

*  unto  thee  ! — thou  hast  sent  this  thy  dear 
€t  servant,  a  stranger  to  us,  to  preach  and  encou- 

*  rage  Us  poor  Sailors  to  go  on,  always  abounding 

*  m  thy  work. — Ah,  Lord,  thou  knowest  how 

*  often  we  are  laughed  at  and  jeered,  by  many  in 
**  t)ie  tiers  around  Us,  tad  when  we  set  our  feet 
a  on  shore  %  but,  O  Lord,  it  is  for  thy  sake  we 

*  lire  trampled  under  foot.  0  pity  thy  poor  crea- 
**  tares  before  thee;  who  have  audi  fightings 

*  wtttrimt  aad  fears  within— thou  knowest  our 
f  triafo,  from  our  corrupt  natures,  from  the  dan- 
"  gej&  of  the  sea,  and  from  our  enemies,  O  Lort^ . 
<r  Jceepiu^om  *u*»  apdbtees  jthy  dear  stw&ai  who 
^basgivelit^tbfccntowagwient,  ix>rd,  wward 

*  Mm  ibr  W»  \&t*  tb  foot  iMBfox?^ 

Rett  followed  so  much  humble,  affectionate, 
airt  terwnt  prater  for  th*  preacher^  that  f  never 


12 

t 

remember  to  have  felt  so  powerfully,  or  to  have 

wept  so  much  under  the  prayer  of  any  person  be* 

fore.* 

Returning  to  the  shore,  I  engaged  on  the  next 

Week,  to  preach  €e a  Sermon  tp  Sailors"  at  Pop*. 

lar,  near  to  the  West  Indfy  I)ocUs,— Due  notice 

being  given,  great  numbers  of  seamen  attended* 

and  at  the  close  I  mentioned  die  above  meeting* 

in  the  ships  in  the  river,  adding,  that  if  any  owner. 

or  captain  present  would  favour  me  with  the  loaa 

of  his  vessel  I  should  be  happy  to  preach  on 

board  her.— A  merchant  then  came  to  me,  offered 

a  ship,  and  the  time  was  fixed  for  preaching.  By. 

this  time  many  persons  were  highly  interested 

about  the  religious  services  on  the  Thames. — I 

•    »        «  •    •        • 
had  mentioned  them  at  several  public  meetings, 

and  was  heard  with  surprise  and  interest*  A  few 

friends  became  exceedingly  active  in  giving  pub* 

licity  to  the  intended  preaching  on  board  the  brig 

*  .    i      i .  ■      '■        t  »        .  T  .1  .  i  .  , 

,  *  A  gentleman,  high  in  cOoneNioa  with  the  Revenue, 
mentioned to  the  writer  that  he  had  been; surprised  lately, 
on  passing  the  Colliers,  not  to  hear  so  much  swearing  as 
on  former  times.  A  recent  anecdote  abundantly  verifies 
the  remark  of  that  gentleman.  "  A  lighter  unavoidably  ran 
"  foul  *of  one  of  the  Collier's  boats  and  crushed  it.  The 
"  lighterman  expected  as,  formerly  »  volley' of  oath*,  hut 
«  instead  of  coarse  language,  the  collier  mildly  observed 
u  that  he  saw  that  the  affair  could  not  have  been-preveiited, 
u  and  they  must  therefore  make  the  best  of  it."  Such  has 
been  the  influence  of  religious  principle  amongst  sailors  I 
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Agenoria,  then  lying  off  Wapping. '  A  friend,  who 
owned  lighters  and  barges,  had  made  arrange- 
ments for  the  greater  accommodation,  and  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  day  appointed,  I  was  accom- 
panied to  the  ship  by  several  highly  respectable 
perons  of  both  sexes.  The  evening  was  exceed- 
ingly fine.  The  vessel  lay  inside  the  tier  of  ships. 
Boats  from  all. parts  were  soon  seen  approaching, 
and  it  was  feared  that  the  deck  would  not  accom- . 
modate  all  who  might  attend ;  a  large]  lighter 
was  therefore  made  fast  alongside,  oh  which 
some  hundreds  of  persons  could  stand  within 
bearing. 

The  windows  of  houses  on  shore  were  filled 
with  people,  the  beach  was  frowded,  and  the 
people  drew  nearer  as  the  tide  ebbed ;  watermen 
waited  alongside  in  their  wherrys^ — the  rigging* 
of  the  ships  were  filled,  and  the  adjoining  ships 
well  attended.  Three  casks  were  fixed  on  the 
hatchway.      The    service    commenced   at   six 

o'clock,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  E ,  of  Wild  Street' 

giving  out  hymns,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  S ,  of 

Ailiff  Street,  imploring  the  blessing  of  the  Al- 
mighty.— The  text  was  taken  from  Jets  xxvii. 
"  About  midnight  the  shipmen  deemed  they  drew 

"  near  to  some  country ;  and  sounded,  and  forund 

•   .  •■  *  .  •         ■  » 

"  it  twenty  fathoms  :  and  when  they  had  gone  a 
"  little  farther,  they  soundeo^  again,  and  found  it 
"  fifteen  fathoms.    Then  fearing  lest  they  should 


*  have  fallen  upon  rocks,  they  cast  fo^r  anchor! 
«  out  of  the  stern,  and  wished  for  the  day." 

After  various  observations^  explanatory  and 
illustrative  of  the  circumstances  of  the  crew  at 
this  critical  season,  the  following  remark*  were 
made  the  basis  of  a  discourse. 

t.  Their  extreme  danger. 
II.  Their  serious  apprehension*. 

III.  Their  prudent  conduct. 

IV.  Their  consoling. anticipations. 

These  topics,  conducted  by  an  easy  transition 
to  the  condition  of  sinners,  the  awakening  Impres- 
sions of  such  who  were  cqnvinced  of  sin — the  re- 

*  •  .  m  f%  »  *■  * 

%  ,  I  j 

fiige  of  the  gospel,  and  the  hopes  and  desires  of 
true  believers. 

•      •  *  *  * 

There  was.  never  a  more .  attentive  auditory  : 
m$my  appeared  deeply  affected,  and  all  to  be  se- 
riously interested/  both  with  the .  liovelty  of  the 
scenery,  and  the  importance  of  the  snbject.  Se- 
veral remarks  were  made  at  the  close  of  ike  ser- 
vice,  by  ministers  and  others,  on  the  general  negT 
lect  of  seamen  by  the  professors  of  religion,  £ud 
on  the.  propriety  of  establishing  some  regular 
public  service ion  the  river,  particularly  djrat$4< 
to  their  !rel}gt<n^  improvement.  ..The  congrega- 
tion comprised,  persons  from  different;  py^s  of 
die  Tue^opQ^iSj  and  from  the  surroui*djj)£  y|l : 
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lagea>  particularly  Greenwich,  RotherhitbejLime* 
house;  Poplar,  &c  This  novelty  wa$  announced 
the  day  following,  by  the  zeal  of  some  of  the  con* 
gregation,  in  a  newspaper,  under  the  bead  of 
"  Aquatic  preaching/'  and  produced  much  con- 
versation. And  many  active  and  respectable 
members'of  the  Thames  Marine  Bible  Association, 
manifested  a  lively  anxiety  that  the  attempt 
might  prosper.* 

.  This  encouraging  progress  has  given  birth  to 
the  idea  of  fitting  up  a  large  ship,  for  the  public 
worship  of  God,  on  the  Thames,  to  be  moored 
midway  in  the  river,  and  in  which  should  be  held 
a  Sunday  School  for  cabin  boys.  It  had  frequently 
been  noticed  by  attentive  observers,  hojv  very 
backward  seamen  in  general  (from  being  unac- 
customed to  places  of  worship)  were,  to  enter  cba* 
pels  on  shore,  particularly  where  such  chapels* 
from  being  wholly  pewed,  offered  no  other  accom-i 
modation  for  strangers  than  the  judes  or  passage?* 
On  the  other  hand,  it  was  ako  remarked  with 
wliat  alacrity  and  delight  they  had  pulled  up 

*  This  benevolent  Association  keeps  stores  of  pibles,  in 
all  the  European  languages,  for  sale  and  distribution  to  yes-' 
seU  visiting  the  metropolitan  porti  and  circulates  papers  irr 
those  various  languages,  to  inforor  the  crews  of  such  a  cir- 
cumstance, and  is  about  to  be  enlarged  into  a  grand  Auxiliary 
Bfcte  Society,  for  the  supply  of  Merchant  Seamen  *itk  Ite 
Holy  fcriptwe** 
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alongside  the  ship  where  a  sermon  was  to  be 
preached,  or  a  prayer-meeting  was  to  be  held — 
leaping  from  the  boat  by  the  chain  plates,  a  rope, 
or  a  ladder  to  the  deck,  and  taking  their  stations 
on  the  rigging  or  gangways,  where  they  felt  more 
at  home  than  they  could  be  in  the  most  elegantly 
cushioned  pews  onshore.  A  ship  is  their  dwelling 
—their  delight — their  boast-^and  almost  their  all. 

The  establishment  of  such  an  "Ark  "  on  the 
Thames  appeared  to  many  persons,  on  these  ac- 
counts, an  enterprise  most  worthy  of  attention, 
because  fraught  with  incalculable  benefit  to  sea- 
men, whether  in  the  Coasting  or  the  foreign  trade, 
as  well  as  to  lightermen,  bargemen,  watermen, 
and  others,  whose  business  lies  principally  on  the 
river.  It  is  presumed,  that  froUl  5  to  6,000'  men 
ate  generally  employed  between  London  Bridge 
and  Deptford,  for  whom  no  specific  place  of  wor- 
ship is  provided  }  nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  if 
such  place  were  prepared,  suitable  ministers 
would  be  found  to  preach  the  blessed  Gospel, 
and  a  generous  public  to  assist  a  design,  so  im- 
portant to  the  welfare  of  British  sailors. 

As  this  idea  circulated,  the  project  gained 
ground  rapidly,  and  many  ministers  and  mer- 
chants pronounced  i|  practicable  and  highly  in- 
teresting to  every  Christian  feeling.  It  was  also 
soon  known  that  pious  captains  and  seamen,  who 
regularly  visit  the  Thames  from  various  ports  of 


the  United  Kingdom,  would  sanction  arid  assist  a 
plan  so  congenial  with  their  habits  and  so  advan- 
tageous to  their  hest  interests.  It  w&s  justly  re- 
marked by  the  Rev.  Dr.  W.  that  this  is  a  field  of 
usefulness  hitherto  unoccupied,  but  whose  im- 
portance demands  the  most  prompt  attention. 

The  result  of  these  preaching  experiments  was 
highly  gratifying,  as  sailors  were  afterwards  ob- 
served for  weeks  attending  with  deep  seriousness! 
at  some  places  of  worship  in  several  parts  of  Lon- 
don.; and,  when  spoken  to* in  a  way  of  enquiry, 
raid  they  had  been  hearers  of  the  sermons  on 
board  the  ships  in  the  Thames.  At  the  request 
of  some  of  the  pious  colliers,  another  opportunity 
for  preaching  was    cheerfully  embraced,    and 

crowds'  flocked  on  board  the -,  when  a  ser- 

mon  was'  preached  frorii  Matthew  xiv.  SO.  u  And' 
K  seeing  the  whid  boisterous,  he  was  afraid ;  and 
"  beginning  to  sink,  he  cried  out,  saying,  Lord, 
"save  me.  And immediately  Jesus  stretched  forth 
"  his  hand  and  caught  him/'  This  service  also! 
was  on  the  deck,  and  being  dark,  an  awning  was 
spread  and  lanterns  fixed  on  the  companion  6ndE 
capstern.  It  was  a  gratifying  artd  profitable' 
time.  Two  captains  and  some  seamen  closed  the 
service  by  solemn  pfayer  to  God ;  and  such  was 
the  general  impression,  that  1  could  not  help  call- 
in?  to  mind  that  striking  period  in  the  History 
of  Itrael,  when  "  there  was  no  smith  found 


f'  throughout  fill  the  land  of  Israel;  fcr  the  IUp 
"  listtnes  said,  Lest  the  Hebrews  make  them 
"  swords  or  spears :  But  all  the  Israelites  went 
"  down  to  the  Philistines  to  sharpen  every  matt 
"  his  share,  and  his  coulter,  apd  his  ax$9  and  hi* 
"  mattock."  And  so,  now  I  thought,  that  though 
thousands  on  shore  are  greatly  capable  of  stirring 
up  the  gift  within  us  by  their  holy  ardour  and 
zeal,  yet  it  appeared  that  those  very  friends  from 
the  shore  had  now  visited  this  ship  to  havg  the 
graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit  quickened  in  them,  ?yea 
ty  the  ardent  prayers  of  pious  seamen* 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  some  infidel  yoking 
men.  were  attracted  by  the  povelty  of  such  public 
potice,  and  attending  that  evening  from  mere 
curiosity,  (though  they  would  never  eater  $pl*ce 
of  worship  on  shore)  wejre  filled  with  astonish* 
qnent,  and  moved  even  to  tears*  Several  gentle* 
men  who  were  present  declared  themselves  de* 
fidedly  impressed  with  the  propriety  *nd  to* 
portance  of  a  floating  chapel  for  seamen,  The 
project,  which  at  first  appeared  only  desirable* 
flow  began  to  assume  a  more  serious  aspect*  and 
received  sq  much  encouragement  that;  the  ac- 
complishment began  to  bear  features  of  probabi- 
lity t  still,  however,  np  one  appeared  to  become 
a  leader  to  introduce1  the  business  with  effect  to 
the  public*  Thtet  God  who  has  tbe  hearts  of  all 
wen  tu  itiie  hafeds,  soon  however  directed  jit  bb 


providence,  by  Msrown  way,  to  a  person  qualified 
for  tbh  work.  An  apparently  casual  visit  to  a 
merchant  in  Loudon,  who  is  concerned  in  ship* 
ing,  produced  some  Conversation  on  this  subject. 
In  a  few  minutes  he  saw  the  propriety  ant)  prac- 
ticability of  the  scheme,  entered  at  once  into  its 
▼art  importance,  and  advised  that  a  prospectus 
rtould  be  drawn  up  for  public  infenwatiou.  In 
retbrn,  it  waa  requested  that  he  who .  had  con* 
eeived  the  purpose  would  kindly  undertake  to 
complete  it.  He  complied  cheerfully,  and 
promptly  prepared  a  publication,  which  has  laid 
a  b*si*  for  lively  hope  that  the  work  is  indeed  of 
God  and  shall  be  accomplished.* 

-  *  Extract  of  a. letter  from  a,  zealous  ftiend  to.thc-Juat 
interests  of.  seamen;  "  New  occurrence^,  turn  up  almost . 
«  daily  to  encourage  the  work,,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  great 
u  good  being  accomplished.  Goods  were  sent,  last  Sunday 
u  week  down  tp  a  vessel  outward  bound*  The  lighterman 
"  informed  me,  on  bis  return,  that  before  they  got  alongside 
"  they  heard  a  loud  singing  of  hymns,  and  when  he  got  on 
•(  board  he  found  the  captain,  had  some  friends  from  the 
11  shore,  ht$  own  ship's  company, rand  as  many  sailors  as  he 
f'  could. persuade  from  the  different  ships  in  the  tier  near 
u  him ;  sad  was  holding  a  prayer-meeting.  He  is  a -pious 
"  man,  and  has  since  told  roe  that  he  once  had  a  ship's  corn? 
"  pany  of  17  hands,  and  that  all  were  praying  men.    I  am 

going  to  send  him  some  tracts  for  the  people :  and  if  he 
"  should  by  stress  of  weather  be  forced  into  your  port,  I 
"  doubt  not  but  you  will  give  him  your  hartd, 

"  I  have  also  met  with  another  pious  and  active  eajtain, 
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* 

The  work  is  now  happily  advancing  to  a  state 
of  completion.  Detailed  plans  are  preparing,  to 
be  accompanied  With  explanatory  drawings  of  a 
floating  place  of  worship,  which  will  be  exhibited 
at  an  intended  meeting  of  "  Seamen's  Friends," 
in  March. 

It  is  doubtless  well  that  it  is  thus  in  the  hearts 
of  pious  men  to  build  this  house  unto  the  name  of 
their  God.  It  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  the  Au- 
thor of  every  good  thought;  word,  and  deed,  has 
put  this  plan  into  the  hearts  of  his  people.  And 
while  with  Cyrus,  when  fulfilling  ancient  pro* 
£hecy,  we  say,  "  And  let  the  House  of  God  be 
builded  in  this  place ;"  we  can  trust  the  issue 


"  lately  arrived  from  New  York ;  he  is  also  alive  to  the  ark; 
"  his  own  ship  had  been  a  Bethel  for  near*  twenty 
"  years." 

On  the  18th  of  January,  1816,  a  zealous  Clergyman  of 
the  Established  Church,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rudgc,  of  Lime- 
house,  greatly  to  his  own  honour,  and  to  the  honour  of  the 
benevolent  Committee  Tor  the  Relief  of  distressed  Sea- 
men, preached  to  hundreds  of  sailors,  who  had  found  an 
asylum  from  wretchedness  in  the  streets  of  the  metro- 
polis on' hoard  the  ships  "Abundance,"  "Plover,"  and 
11  Perseus,"  liberally  granted  by  Government  for  their 
refuge,  till  they  could  find  employment  in  the  Merchant 
Service.  Their  conduct  was  very  decorous,  and  it  was  evi- 
dent that  they  paid  great  attention.  Thus  an  example  has 
been  set  which  it  is  hoped  will  have  most  important 
consequences. 
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with  bid*  who  thus  spake  by  his  servant  Zecha* 
rial*—"  This  is  .the  word  of.  the  Lord,  saying,  Not 
"  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  saith 
"  the  Lord  of  Hosts.  The  hands  of  Zerubbabel 
w  havelakl  the  fottodation  of  this  house,  his.  h^nds 
"  also  shall  finish  it ;  .aud  thou  shah  know  that 
"  the  Lord  of.  hosts  hath  seat  me  unto  you." 

We  close  this  short  account  of  the  leadings  of 
God's  Providence  toward.ajiitp  plan  for  prooiuU 
gating  the  everlasting  Gospel,  by  some  extracts, 
from  the  publication,  which  has  brought  that  plan 
to  more  public  notice,  aud  to,  which  we  earnestly 
solicit  the  serious  attention  of  all  who  may  be  in 
any  way  concerned  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the 
good  of  souls. 


EXTRACTS. 

> 

"  That  British  seamen,  as  a  body,  are  very  ig- 
norant of  the  Christian  religion,  and  that  they 
prove  it  by  immorality,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
are  facts  which  no  one  who  has  the  means  of  jn- 
formation  will  be  disposed  to  deny.  A  Christian 
who  laments  that  it  should  be  thus,  cannot  but 
be  desirous  that,  if  possible,  the  case  should  be 
rgrersed. 

"  It  it  to  a  preached  jjospel,  as  the  power,  of 


God  unto  saltation,  that  a  Cfcfc&m  looks  with 
confidence,  and  he  hears  as  it  were  constantly, 
the  injunction— 'Go^  stand  and  speak  in  die  tem- 
<  pie  to  the  peopleaU  the  words  of  this  life/  'Preach 

*  the  word,  be  instant  in  tieasM,  out  of  season/ 
And  while  he  listens  to  the  encouraging  troth; 
'  Faith  cometh  by  hearing,  and  hearing  by  the 
'  word  of  God/  he  feels,  as  it  respects  this  interest- 
ing portion  of  his  countymen,  the  challenge  of 
the  apostle  to  die  Gentiles— <  How  shall  they  be* 

*  lieve  on  him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard  ?»-» 
'  How  shall  they  hear  without  &  preacher  P— How 

*  shall  they  preach,  except  they  be  $entf 

"Hitherto,  as  the  great  associations  for  spread* 
ing  Christian  knowledge  have  been  chiefly  com* 
posed  of  landsmen,  landsmen  have  had  their  prin- 
cipal, though  not  their  exclusive  attention.  The 
gospel  has  been  greatly  diffused  in  the  dark  vil- 
lages of  our  own  island;  in  the  sister  kingdom, 
and  it  is  now  preached  to  the  sable  sons  of  Africa, 
and  to  the  swarthy  millions  in  British  India.  But 
British  seatnen,  as  such,  have  not  had  the  Chris- 
tian attention  to  which  they  are  entitled,  efthet 
"as  fellow  mfen,  6r  as  the  valiant  defenders,  under 
God,  of  our  sea-gitt  land. 

"Those  who  are  best  acquainted  with  the  ha- 
bit*,  the  very  nature  t>f  sailors,  know  that  theywiB 
not  come  on  shore  to  be  taught  in  places  of  wor- 
ship. Experience  has  demonstrated  on  the  otW 
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hand,  that  #hen  the  word  of  God  H  preached  on 
their  own  element  they  will  crowd  to  hear  it  And 
why  then  might  there  liot  be  for  sailors  a  church 
or  chapel  afloat  ?  Will  a  sermon  be  less  instruc- 
five  because  delivered  in  plain,  intelligible,  and 
suitable  language  to  sailors,  in  such  &  house  as 
they  have  beeta  accustomed  to  all  their  lives  ? 

*  While  it  is  the  very  nature  of  knowledge  td 
multiply  channels  for  its  own  diffusion,  may  not 
itat  profession  of  Christianity  which  is  averse  td 
impart  its  blessings  to  others  by  every  prudent 
means,  be  of  a  nature  to  deserve  a  doubt  as  to  its 
getroineitess  ? 

"The  plan  now  suggested  addresses  Itself  to  all 
wholoVethe  lidrd  Jefctts  Christ  in  sincerity  j  but 
especfaflly  to  those,  who,  by  having  connexion^ 
with,  and  knowledge  of  maritime  affairs,  ate* 
deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity  of,  at  length, 
doing  something  more  toward  the  moral  im- 
provement of  Britain's  meritorious  tars :  l*o  those 
also*  who  having  by  the  kindness  of  Providence 
been  prospered  so  He  to  be  enabled  to  retke  from 
the  sea  to  professions  and  business  on  shtfe:  To 
those  who  are  best  able  by  such  knowledge  to 
advise,  co&dttct,  of  In  any  wise  promote  the 
scheme :  To  ship  owners,  and  merchants,  whose 
existence  as  to  temporal  affair*  is  dependent,  hu- 
Panly  speaking,  on  sailors ;  To  masters  and  mates 
of  ships,  wfc'os*  V^y  IMA  irt  Always  Exposed  to 
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the  ships9  companies :  To  the  wives  and  children 
of  seamen,  who  are  naturally  and.  unspeakably 
anxious  for  the  welfare  of  their  husband*  and 
fathers.    Parent^,  whose  sons  are  sent  to  be  bred 
a  seafaring  life,  will  feel  in  this  suiyecta  high  im- 
portance, if  they  feel  as  parents  should  feel,  lest 
their/jffspring,  by  the  contagion  of  all  that  is  vici- 
ous, become  also  of  like  character  with  the  vile, 
"  To  those  who  are  willing  to  lend  their  best 
aid  in  procuring  religious  instruction  and  im- 
provement to  the  moral  character  of  British  sea- 
men as  they  cm  find  opportunity,  this  admonition 
is  meant  to  say,  that  so  far  as  they  cob  render  as- 
sistaoce,  so  far  as  they  have  an  intrusted  talent^  of 
which  an  account  must  be  hereafter  rendered ; 

to  them  the  voice  of  Providence  and  the  Saviour 

—  ••  • 

is, *  Occupy  !  Occupy,  till  1  come.9  " 

.  *  * 

:  "  O  Britain!  praise  thy  mighty  God, 
"  Ami  make  bb  honours  known  abroad j 
"  He  bid  the  ocean  round  thee  flow, 
"  Not  bars  of  brass  could  guard  thee  so* 

"  To  all  the  isle  his  laws  are  shown, 
"  His  gospel  through' the  nation  known; 
"  He  hath  not  thus  reveaTd  his  word 
"  To  every  land :  Praise  ye  the  Lorb  !" 


B.  BensUy,  Bolt  Cm*,  tkci&iut*.  ' 
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GOOD  NEWS, 


St  Helena,  18  Sept.  1817. 
Dear  M.  S. 

AS  one  who  had  not,  but  now  has  obtain- 
ed mercy,  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  as 
a  brother  in  the  bonds  of  the  gospel,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  &re  the  dearest  ties  in  the  world ;  and  from 
what  I  know  from  your  manner  of  life,  as  a  christian 
minister,  when  in  my  native  country,  I  feel  a  confi- 
dence that  yon  will  use  your  best  exertions  to  effect 
what  I  am  about  to  ask,  in  the  following  Hoes.  For 
though  I  left  Penzance,  void  of  hope,  and  without 
God,  or  the  knowledge  of  the  power  of  his  spirit 
upon  my  benighted  soul,  I  trust,  through  the  grace 
given  me  in  a  distant  land,  I  am  now  np  stranger  to 
ihc  liberty  of  the  children  of  God*  BOr  yet  ashamed 
:>f  the  Gospel  of  Christ;  because  I  can  say  by  happy 
experience,  it  has  proved  the  power  of  God  to  the 
salvation  of  my  precious  soul;  for  after  long  and 
many  months  of  gloomy  darkness  and  despair,  the 
Lord  revealed  himself  to  me,  even  in  a  remote  part 
of  the  world.'  You  know  that,  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  1811,  there  came  a  detachment  of  the  Royal 
Artillery  to  Pepzance,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  S.  with  whom  1  enlisted  as.  a-gnifrier- 
driver,  promising  myself  fresh  pka*ure&,and  «*»- 


nfast  depraved  enjoy  ments  in  a  distant  region  In 
this  new  situation  of  life  there  were  many  objects  of 
sensual  gratification  presented  to  my  view,  promis- 
ing happiness,  bat  always  deceiving  me;  for,  in  the 
pursuit  of. .them,  I  was  cqnstjq^j.  disappointed,  and 
found  ia  no y^  heart  that  aching  void;  that  the  whole 
world's  boasted  splendour  or  noblest  stores  could 
never  fill.  The  happiness  I  then  stood  in  need  of 
was  not  to  be  found  in  earthly  enjoyments.  I  have 
since  proved  this;  for  at  the  head  quarters  of  the 
regiment  at  Woolwich,  in  the  Barracks,  among  my 
fellow  sinners,  I,  seldom  heard  the  sacred  name  of 
God  mentioned  but-in  blasphemy.  The  horrid  course 
of  life  I  led  and  the  wickedness  of  my  comrades,  at 

wJ^ngth  alarmed,  anc|  fastened  such  poweful  convic- 

;'  tions  on  my  soul,  that  I  could  enjoy  no  peace  of 

mind,  nor  find  rest  in  any  thing  around  me.    Re* 

r  flections  on  rdy  past  abandoned  conduct,  not  only  In 

«*  open  immorality,  but  in  neglecting  so  many  glorious 
opportunities,  particularly  at  Penzauce,  filled  my 
soul  with  the  deepest  anxiety.  But  when  I  consider 
the  ridicule  and  contempt  with  which  I  had  treated 
the  people  of  God,  who  desired  my  salvation,  and  all 
the  terrors  of  God's  righteous  law  appeared  armed 
against  me,  I  shrunk  with  horror  from  the  prospects 
before  me,  and  fancied  the  day  of  mercy  was  for 

.  everpast,  and  that  God  would  be  gracious  no  more* 
1  read  the  Bible,  but  could  take  no  encouragement 
from  the  promises,  because  I  fancied  thtey  belonged 
dnJy  to  the  followers  of  Christ,  among  whom  I  tSeti 
appeared  to  have  neither  part  nor  lot.  I  could  read 
nothing  but  my  condemnation  in  all  the  sacred 
volume.  When  I  desired  to  pray,  Satan  would  tell 
me,. that  my  prayers  were  an  abomination  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord.  My  soul  at  length  became  like,  the 
raging  WjaVe&, of  the  sea,  continually  casting  up  mire 
and  dirt,  and  foaming  out  in  blasphemies, my< own 
shame ;  or  like  a  wandering  star,  to  whom  is,  reserv- 
ed the  blackness  of  darkness  .for  ever.  I  now  sun* 
-♦„*  ,.«,.♦,.  .»*»      •<  ^^,rHi%r.  ond  wap  certain  there 


remained  nothing  for  me  bat  a  fearful  looking  for  of 
judgment,  and  the  fiery  indignation  of  an  incensed 
Deity  to  be  poured  out,  without  mixture,  on  my  soul. 
Seeing  no  possibility  of.  escape  from  eternal  damna- 
tion, I  felt  a  strong  desire  to  fill  tip  the  cop  of  my 
iniquity  as  far  as  possible,  particularly  in  the  com- 
mission of  those  sins  I  had  not  yet  tasted  the  plea- 
sure of,  before  the  sentence  of  God  should  go  forth 
to  destroy  me.    I  plunged  forward,  thinking  I  might 
as  well  be  damned  for  many  sins  as  for  few :  But, ' 
0,  the  boundless  mercy,  preventing  mercy,  and  spar- 
ing mercy,  that  held  me  back  from  many  sins  1  had 
planned;  and  though  I  was  like  a  fugitive  and  a  vaga- 
bond on  the  earth,  and,  as  I  then  thought,  driven 
from  the  presence  of  God ;  yet  the  Lord  hath  bless- 
ings in  reserve,  of  which  I  was  totally  unconscious 
At  length  I  was  tempted  to  leave  the  regiment,  to 
enjoy  a  full  swing  of  sin,  which  was  effected  on  the 
night  of  the  6th  of  February,  1813.    I  was  soon 
taken  as  an  offender  of  the  law,  and  justly  committ- 
ed to  a  cold  prison,  and  as  Sampson  did  grind  in  the 
prised  house,  so  did  I  grind  and  groan  in  bitterness 
of  soul,  and  found,  indeed,  that  the  way  of  trans- 
gressors was  hard.    I  was  at  last  removed,  with 
more  fellow  sufferers,  on  board  a  prison  ship  in 
Cowes  harbour,  near  the  Isle  of  Wight,  where  I 
stayed,  in  the  deepest  misery,  about  three  months; 
when  I  embatked  on  board  a  ship,  to  join  thp  66th 
regiment,  on  the  island  of  Ceylon,  in  the  East  Indies, 
where  we  arrived  the  17th  of  October,  1814.    My 
wretched  state  of  mind  still  continued ;  and  in  a  few 
months  our  regiment  removed  to  the  continent  of 
India,  where  the  gospel  is  preached  in  its  purity. 
What  a  mercy,  that  I,  a  poor  wretched  wanderer, 
should  go  to  India  to  hear,  and  be  converted  through 
the  means  of  English  missionaries*    I  embraced  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  hearing  the  gospel,  on  our 
arrival,  and  almighty  grace  rendered  it  effectual  to 
tbe  salvation  of  my  soul.    Truly,  it  brought  life  and 
imtaohalitv  to'Kght,  and  I  now  saw  that  redemption 
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eternal,  through  the  blood  of /Christ,  was  even  far 
me,  a  poor,  wretched,  forlorn  outcast,  as  I  thought, 
abandoned  by  God,  and  cursed  of  men.    In  India, 
Sir,  did  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  arise  with  such 
splendour  on  my  soul,  as' scattered  and  dispersed  all 
that  horrid   gloom,  which  bad  so  long  hid  light 
aud  hope  from  my  eyes.    I  was  now  enabled  to  see 
my  interests  in  the  merits  of  a  crucified  Saviour, 
and  was  constrained  to  acknowledge  myself  the 
greatest  debtor  to  rich  grace  and  ftee  mercy,  alone. 
In  a  little  while,  I  was  favoured  with  the  honour  of 
declaring  myself  on  the  Lord's  side,  by  being,  plunged 
in  the  liquid  wave,  in  imitation  of  my  beloved  Jesus, 
at  Jordan.    Another  soldier  was  baptized  with  me, 
and  we  became  the  first  fruits  of  our  regiment  to 
God.    Divine  grace  now  wrought  powerfully  indeed, 
and  our  steps  were  soon  followed  by  others,  of  our 
fellow  soldiers.    After  this  we  obtained  leave  from 
our  commander,  to  open  a  place  in  the  barracks,  for 
public  worship,  where  we'  were  attended  twice  a 
week,  by  some  of  the  missionaries,  whose  labours 
were  abundantly  blessed  among  us,  to  th$  establish- 
ment of  a  church'  in  the  regiment,  which,  was  set 
apart  in  August,  1814,  when  I  was  called  to  the 
office  of  pastor  among  them,. and  I  am  happy  to 
say,  that  the  Lord  has  kept  me,  by  his  grace,  from 
falling  into  open  condemnation,  and  has  m  a  great 
measure  blessed  my  feeble  endeavours,  to  the  good 
of  many  precious  souls.  .  This  has  been  the  case, 
not  only  in  our  own  regiment,  but  in  another  regi- 
ment, to  whom  the  gospel  had  not  previously  been 
much  preached,  before  our  arrival  near  them..  How- 
ever, our  entering  in  among  them,  was  not  with 
eloquence  of  speech  or  feigned  wo?<Js  of  pen's  wis- 
.  dom,  but  I  trust,  with  godly  sincerity  *nd  the  sim- 
plicity of  the  gospel,  desiring  to  feed  them  with  Use 
sincere  milk  of  the  word,  that  they  might  glow 
thereby.    Blessed  be  God,  thatiabopr  was  not  be- 
stowed in  vain,  for  though  no  missionary  had  as  yet 
/eached  that  station,  still,  within  six  mouths,  through 


the  feeble  preaching  of  soldiers,  there  were  twenty- 
three  persons  constrained  by  divine  grace  to  avow 
their  attachment  to  Christ,  and  were  afterwards 
baptized  in  his  namfe.  I  am  happy  to  add,  that  on 
the  second  of  February  last,  which  was  seventeen 
days  before  oui  departure  frpm  that  station,  1  joined 
with  the  pastor  of  the  church  in  his  Majesty's  14th 
regiment,  and  set  them  apart  as  a  church  oi  Christ, 
their  pastor  and  deacon  being  previously  chosen*. . 
Some  of  them  are  calculated,  with  divine  assistance;,  * 
to  be  very  useful  in  the  cause  of  Christ;,  and  we 
left  them,  apparently,  in  a  yery  prosperous  state,  I 
say  not  this  in  commendation  of  myself,  for  it  was 
not  I  that  did  these  things,  but  God,  who  worketh 
in  man  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  own  good  pleasure ; 
therefore  to  him  belongeth  all  the  glory,  but  to  me 
shame  and  confusion  of  face.  Nevertheless,  when 
I  reflect  on  what  I  was,  and  consider  what  I  now 
am,  through  grace,  may  I  not  exclaim.  '  What  hath 
God  wrought/  If  Job  cursed  his  day,  ought  uot  I 
to  change  the  language,  and  say,  '  Blessed  be  the 
day  whereon  I  was  horn  to  God ;  let  it  be  hud  in 
everlasting  remembrance:  let  the  brightness  of  the 
father's  glory  for  ever  illuminate  it ;  but  let  the  Sun 
of  righteousness  arise  on  it  in  all  its  meridian  splend- 
our, and  chace  away  from  it  every  vapour ;  let  it  be 
brightened  with  all  the  glory  of  God.  Let  the  bright- 
ness of  perpetual  day  dwell  on  it,  and  let  it  be  added 
as  a  glorious  day,  and  be  joined,  above  all,  to  the 
number  of  the  months.  Let  the  music  of  angelic 
harps  be  heard  on  that  day,  and  let  the  melody 
thereof  be  as  when  the  morning  stars  shope  together, 
and  all  the  sons  of  God  shouted  for  joy;  and  let 
them  bless  that  day,  who  shall  raise  their  everlasting 
songs  in  the  regions  of  bliss. 

Having  thus  given  you  a  very  brief  sketch  of  the 
Lord's  dealings  with  me,  I  shall  proceed  to  inform 
yon  of.  the  gratifying  prospects  that  lie  before  as  in 
this  island.  On  my  arrival  here,  I  could  find  only 
one  man  who  was  a  professed  Dissenter,  and  appear- 
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cd  to  enjoy  the  love  of  Christ  in  bis  aouL    His  name 
is  G^-— .    Ha  was  formerly  a  soldier  in  the  St. 
Helena  corps,  but  he  is  now  free  from  the  army,  and 
in  tolerable  good  circumstances,  working  at  his 
trade.    He  has  a  knowledge  of  you,  and  remembers 
meeting  you  in  London,  when  you  invited  him  to 
your  lodgings,  to  give  him  some  private  instructions 
ahout  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.    He  has  never  for- 
gotten you  since,  but  to  this  moment  retains  a  grate- 
ful ^enseof  your  kindness,  and  benevolent  exertions 
for  his  best  interests.    You  may  suppose  we  soon 
got.  acquainted,  and  determined  to  do  something  for 
Christ  on  St.  Helena.  J  am  happy  to  say,  he  is  a 
most  zealous  member  of  our  community,  and  is  now 
using  all  bis,  efforts  to  promote  the  cgra^e  of  the  Re- 
deemer, and  encourage  his  people     Previous  to  our 
arrival*  there  was  no  meeting,  in  which  to  assemble 
for  the  worship  of  God ;  but,  as  soon  as  we  came, 
this  servant  of  the  Lord  readily  opened  his  dwelling 
house  for  regular  preaching  and  praying     I  rejoice 
to  say,  the  house  will  now  hardly  contain  the  number 
.who  generally  attend;  so  that  we  are  about  to  take 
down  a  partition,  which  will  throw,  two  large  rooms 
into  one,  and  greatly  enlarge  our  borders.    I  am 
sorry,  however,  to  say,  that  notwithstanding  the 
blessing  of  the  Lord  that  evidently  appears,  and 
the  reformation  that  has  taken  place  in  the  lives  of 
many  on  this  island,  yet  the  glorious  privileges 
granted  to  Dissenters  and  Methodists  in  other  places 
under  the  sway  of  the  British  sceptre,  are  not  so 
fully  enjoyed  by  the  civilized  inhabitants  of  St. 
Helena,  "Those  of  us  -in  a  military  life  cannot  be 
debarred  from  them,  &o-that  we  have  abundant  rea- 
sons for  thankfulness  to  God,  and  respect  for  onr 
government.    We  have  lately  drawn  up  a  petition 
to  the  governor  and  council  of  the  island,  concerning 
the  privileges  of  Dissenters  ^nd  Methodists,  (in  an 
act  of  parliament  passed  in  1812,  entitled  "An  Act 
rep^l  certain  Acfq,  and  amend  other  Acts  relating 
yligious  worship  and  assemblies,  and  persons, 


,pr&ihjqg£iid  teaching  therein ;")  but  they  declined 
granting  the  privileges  of  licence,  &<?.  as  specified  in 
this  apt.  They  did  not,  however*  forbid,  tour  assem- 
bling to  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of 
of. oar  consciences,  and  as  our  regiment  is  providen- 
tially divided  into  three  divisions,  and  stationed  in 
three  different  parts  of  the  island,  the  servipe  of 
Jesus,  the  great  captain  of  our  salvation,  i*  now 
carried  on  in  each  place,  and  by  each"  chv^ion. 
-  Great  good  is  doing,  and  the  Lord,  we  doubt  not, 
will  bless  his  own  word,  however  feeble  and  insig- 
nificant the  instrument.  Ojnr  chief  object  is,  to 
bring  poor  sinners  to  Christ,  whether  m  or  out  of 
the  regiment.  We  have  now  four  candidates  for  the 
holy  ordinance  of  baptism,  which  will  soon  be  ad- 
ministered, and  brother  G'shonse  watinucs  to  be 
well  attended,  and  several  Appear  as  if  seeking  the 
Lord.  Oar  congregation  is  chiefly  of  the  lower  class, 
but  blestf  God*  the  poor  have  the  gospel  preached  to 
them;  and  we  always  find,  whenever  we  attempt  to 
preach,  that  the  common  people  gladly  receive  the 
word  In  many  pleasing  instances,  they  truly  seem 
thirsting  after  the  waters  of  life.  These  things,  with 
other  prospects,  equally  glorious,  stimulate  us  to 
solicit  a  favour  of  you  (which  might  tend  to  the 
eternal  benefit  of  many/  who  are  destitute  of  the 
knowledge  of  God,  that  is,  to  state  this  business  to 
the  mission,  requesting  them  to  petition  the  court  of 
directors,  to  grant  the  same  liberty  to  the  inhabitants 
of  St.  Helena  that  other  Christian  communities  en- 
joy, and  at  the  same  time  if  you  will  have  the  good  - 
neas  to  write  the  War  Office,  and  enquire  on  what 
terms  n  soldier's  discharge  may  be  obtained,  as  the 
people  here  are  very  desirous  of  obtaining  my  free- 
dom, that  I  may  go  in  and  out  befoje  them,  dis- 
pensing the  word  of  life.  I  have  made  implication 
to  the  Commanding  Officer:  he  says  I  nauust  write  to 
England.  I  have  written  to  my  father,  aud  if  you 
win  use  your  interest  in  tfei&  sffair,  or  eke  suud  a 
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lealous  missionary  here,  I  stall  ever  be  bound  to 
pray  for  your  eternal  interests,  ' 

I  remain,  your  affectionate,  though  unworthy 
brother,  in  the  bonds  of  the  gospel, 

T\>  the  Rev.  G.  C.  Smith, 
Terrace,  Penzance, 
Cornwall,  England. 


The  author  of  this  letter  is  a  nathre  of  a  parish 
near  the  Land's  End*  For  some  years  we  preached 
at  the  farm  house  of  his  uncle,  where  he  and  bis 
father  generally  attended!.  The  influence  of  religi- 
ous instructions  appear*  in  the  alarm  and  despair  he 
experienced.  He  had,  for  some  months,  light  with- 
out grace.  He  could  not  sin  so  cheap  as  those  who 
had  no  knowledge  of  Godfs  holy  law.  This  may  ac- 
countf  or  the  terror  of  his  mind.  When  he  enjoyed  the 
ppwer  of  regenerating  grace,  his  previous  knowledge 
proved  of  essential  service,  and  through  the  influ- 
ences of  the  Holy  Ghost,  fitted  him  for  his  present 
situation  and  usefulness.. 

The  Baptist's  periodical  accounts  corroborate  the 
substance  of  this  interesting  letter.  It  seems  H.  M. 
24th  regiment  were  laying  in  the  fort  at  Calcutta, 
when  the  66th  arrived  there  from  Ceylon.  In  the 
former  regiment  the  grace  of  God  had  manifestly 
appeared,  and  more  than  a  hundred  poor  soldiers 
united  in  Christian  communion,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Baptist's  Missionaries.  The  66th  being  thus 
providentially  brought  near  this  regiment,  J.  N.  was 
induced  to  go  with  them,  and  hear  the  missionaries 
preach  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ.  The  effect 
was  most  blessed ;  and  our  periodical  accounts  speak 
in  the  highest  terms  of  the  church  in  this  regiment, 
"and  contain  two  letters  from  her  three  pastors, 
,*v*'M:-bonu  Nicholas,  and'  Archef.     Duong  the 
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it,  when  the  66th  moved  to  the  neighbourhood  ot 
gah  and  Dinapore,  the  pastors  appear  to  have 
en  rendered  very  useful  among  the  soldiers,  aided 
'the preachers  of  the  1 4th  regiment.  That  these 
five  and  zealous  soldiers  should  now  be  placed  in 
-  Helena,  in  three  separate  companies,  and  with 
Pee  laborious  preachers,  is  an  event  that  every 
tfkian  will  hail  with  delight  and  gratitude  to  the 
>d  of  heaven.  > 

Their  labours  will  not  be  unknown,  nor  lightly 
garded  by  every  inhabitant  on  the  island.  Let 
rch  reader  lift  up  his  prayers  to  God,  for  the  pre- 
mtion  and  success  of  this  remnant  of  good 
Wiers  in  Jesus  Christ. 
Pmzanct,  Dec.  28, 1817-  G.  C  S 
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SELECT  PIECES. 


A  FRAGMENT. 

Ah  !  what  is  yon  huge  mass,  so  furiously  driven  in 

before  the  gale  ?   Sore  'tis  some  vessel  in  distress — me- 

thinks  I  hear  a  gun— behold  she  nears.    I  see  her  now 

more  plainly :  Alas,  how  dire  a  wreck }  Her  sails  torn 

from  each  yard,  and  floating,  on  the  sea;  her  yards,  in' 

broken  fragments,  dashing  against  her  sides,  or  wildly 

rolling  in  her  wake;  her  mas, ts  gone  by  the  board,  and 

mapped  short  off,  are  bowling  in  with  furious  haste,  and 

making  for  yon  beach;  while  boisterous  seas  lash  her 

broad  sides,  and  threaten  instant  death.  Again  she  fires  I 

*fid  lo,  extended  to  the  gale,  Britannia's  ensign  files, 

with  union  underneath.   Ah  I  whither  is  she  flying  ?  Sure 

'tis  a  ridge  of  craggy  rocks    ahead!  O  God!  Death, 

horrid  Death,  stands  waiting  their  approach.    O  pity, 

pity,  Lord,  prepare !  prepare!  the  thoughtless  crew !  An 

hoar— a  quarter — ten  minutes — and  they  will  stand  at  thy 

tremendous  bar,  more  dreadful  to  the  sinner  than  seas, 

or  rocks,  or.  storms!  O  that  I  had  a  voice  of  thunder,  to 

|  Hy  aloud  and  warn  the  Pilot  how  to  steer.    Alas, .  her 

rodder's  gone,  and  winds  and  waves  alone  must  steer, 

while  Providence  directs.     Ah!   the  souls,  immortal, 

t^ty*  precious  souls,  of  those  on  board!  Methinks 

«oald  I  but  save  their  suuls,\  most  gladly  would  I  laneh 

b  3 


on  board,  and  preach  a  precious  Christ,  heedless  sf 
sands,  or  rocks,  or  Death,  while 

"  Muting  tin  way  th:K Job*  to  <ktfi, 
Salvation  thro'  the  Saviour's  blood." 

There  what  a  sermon  might  one  preach !—— bat  fife 

rainates what  hearers  should  I  have— and  if  that 

grace,  that  seized  a  dying  thief,  arrested  bat  their  hearts, 
what  cries  would  bene  frwnt  Dfeir  throbbing  breaito; 
what  groans,  what  tears,  what  prayers :  Lord  save— — 

we  perish  : iO  mercy — mercy-rail  wo*l£  ©jsy/  -IJwi 

what  a  change  would  Death  pxesen^  from  vcofr  f» 
Heaven ;  from  rolling  seas  to  Glory ;  ftoin  qpe*  tMMflr 
to  immortal  joy  si 


•  t 


>*']RsrtnBi  1  woftlti  this  worid  resign, 
And  fail-  to  Heaven  with  thee  atf inns* 


Vffinfcape!  she  strikes,  and  into  itoms  falls  i  O  horrid 
aoene !  1  want  stragglings,  graspings,  dreadful  Screams, 

and  dying  groans. 

»    -  «       ... 

*  In  this  dread  moment,  how  the  frantic,  soul  •  . 
Ruas  to  each  avenue  and  shrieks  for  help, 

Bw shriek* in  ran! mottMeAil  apt  t 

Their  verr*xes.weepMood;  and  every  apoaQ      • 

They  heave  is  big  w^orror!"  . 

Bekold  Jesttocti^,  «  Mfcth*  stoifcn  murderer  prates  oft, 

Till  forceAto<iyiremcB«<piis  y*»t.,    •  • 

At  once  they  smh—  efaerge, and  guilty  sund, 

,B*fcr»the  ftotl  Jodgment  seat. 

Terrific  sipht !  niy  Jieaxt  U  tiofc  ajnd  A*sfM 
ajitatcs  my^onl.  . 

*  Hide  tne,0  mf  Savtour,  hide, 
Ti4Uhea*?rmo/Jifeisfrtt; 
Safe  iato  the  haven  guide  ; 
<)  receive  my  soul  at  last.*' 
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POETIC  VERSION 

OF 

Pialm  CTii.  2&, ^24  *  aw*  JMorfc  it.  39. 

They  who  descend  to  the  sea  in  ships, 

Who  prosecute  business  in  many  waters ;     . 

Ihese  behold  the  works  of  JEHOY AH, 

Even  his  wonders  in  the  deep*    ~ 

He  speaketb,  and  raiseth  the  spirit  of  the  tempest,     , 

And  he  exalteth  the  waves  thereof* 

They  climb  the  heavens,  thej  sink  into  the  abyss* 

Their  sonl  is  melted  because  of  trouble ; 

They  reel  and  staner  like  ajlrunjten  man, : 

And  all  their  wis^pm  ^a^owe^BR,  4 Jolliw 

Then  they  cry  unto  J^grvfl*  in4  tfjefc  troafcie  h 

Oat  of  their  affliction  he  deliyeretii  them : 

He  maketh  a  tempest  a  calm, 

And  the  waves  thereof  are  still ; 

Then  they  rejoice  because  of  the  st#ln*j(*t,  „i  ..  ui  .. 

And  he  hath  brought  tlje/n to,  {bej?a*eii  q f  their  wishes, 

Let  them  praise.  Jshova^  (f<ar  }iia  ra<*roy»  - »    . 

And  his  wonders  wrought  in  favour  of  men,: 

And  let  them  exalt  him  in  the  assembly  of  the  people, 

And  in  the  council  of  the  elders  let  them  extol  him : 


*  And  having  arisen;  he  rebuked  the  windr 
And  said  onto  the  sea — peace — be  mute: 
And  the  wind  ceased — and  there  was  a  great  calm." 
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MIDNIGHT  THOUGHTS 


OJT 


A  CLIFF,  NEAR  PENZANCE. 


r 


««#»•»  *      ' 


Sad  dismal  night!  the  tempest  wildly  blows,    *  "**   ' 

And  seas  impetuous  dash  against  the  shore ; 

Alas !  who  feels  afire  to  seamen's  woes, 

When  billows  "whelm,  and  rains  incessant  poor;  'nh>/  tu 

•    .    :  ~".  ■•    .  .y.  HI 

Now midnig^ horrors  reign ht awrat  stated'1  '  '    "'"'  ^ 
And  elementary  contests  rend  the  air ; 
While  on  this  sea-worn  cliff  t  stop,  and  wait 
To  sympathize  with  thee,  poor  Mariner ! 


'■» 


i  <    -*    /  • 


Sa4  dismal  night !  no  friendly  moon  bv  star 
•Illumes  the  dreary  ocean's  rarrow'd  ray ; 
Bat  clouds  and  rain  each  well  known  prospect  mat, 
Save  where  yon  smelting  fires  their  flames  display. 


1 


Now  Biscay's,  far-famed  Bay  tempestuous  rollfry 
And  barks  and  navies  sink  to  rise  no  more ; 
New  rocks,  or  sands,  or  wild  ingulfing  shoals. 
Portentous  wait  for  thee,  poor  Mariner ! 


Sad4ismal  night!  how  nerveless  is  each  arm,    - 
Nor  skill,  nor  nantic  knowledge  now  befriend ; 
Impotent,  wretched,  fill'd  with  dire  alarm, 
Poor  Mariner !  what  scenes  thy  steps  attend* 

Now  thickening  darkness  hovers  round  the  bay* 
And  death  and  havoc  ride  on  every  sea ;         \ 
While  groans  terrific  mark  the  tempest's  way^ 
Alas,  poor  Mariner !  I  pity  thee* 


Sad  dismal  nigfct  1  methonght  I  heard  the  beD, 
Wild  requiems  toll  o'er  hapless  seamen's  graves ; 
The  boisterous  winds  resound  their  funeral  knell, 
and  say,  "  They're  sank  beneath  the  green  sea's  wave/' 


Appalling  sound !  what  power,  unseen,  commands 
The  dreadful  hurricane  to  madd'ning  rave  ? 
Who  hurls  its  terrors  o'er  yon  fatal  stsands, 
Or  potent  stretches  oatits  arm  to  save?  . 


i 
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"  Be  still,"  H^im\  tft'  '&&  In've'ig'e'&ce  dre*; 
The  great,  the  good; 'fli  wj^e' ArriJigrJtVl^r'd1; 
His  arm  alone  wilisbbn  it*  Vpeed'aire^/ 
And  caase  his  Providence  'to1  t>'e  a'dVr  d.' 


Sad  dismal  nig%tl  111  Voinew^rd'bend  my  way," 

Thy  distant  dial  "warns;  gfeV  chronicler ; 

Its 


faithful  sounds  inform^  ana  chide  'riiyisfcay, 
1'seem  to  say;  "  farewell,  poor  Mariner.*' 


And 


But,  ere  1  leave,  LInd^lg^nt  Father,  hear !  <t>  , 
Ah !  save  the  trevMfhg  barks  thai  yet  [survive  y  .  v 
Oh!  thou,  who^&nVd^eness'Ve^ 
And  bid  Britannia's  valued  seamen  live* 


:  "  i      •   i  •    .   *  x  .  •  i       .  .      . 


•     •     i»      V 


SCENES 

OK 

«  • 

THJJ  COAST  OF  CORftWAlJL 


Tbe  tempest  tareHw*ide*slr  mum,    • 
The  tea  rolls  impotu#u*|j  fcy,  . 
The  torrent iiap^fiQflyfHW^ 
And  darfcneM  epreJope*  ti*  iky. 

The  ocean's  loud  eojio  reboumlfr 
The  pilots  aghast  at  the  gale; 
The  thunder  conjralsivefy  sounds 
And  lightning  emblazon  the  sail, 

IHf  YV0BO1  UF1TOB  J  Wittily  vuy 

The  crew  catch  a  final  farewell ; 

Tbe  wiW  waxes  ings&^and  •he's  gene, 

And  storms  sound  her  funeral  knell. 

T&  «e$40j  hi  yen  dripping  sfare«d« 
The  life-boat  with  rapture  descries ; 
The  deluge  descends  frdm  the  clouds, 
The  sea-hoy  hard  struggles,  and  'dies. 


rt- 
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The  Longships  *  and  Lizard  f  immur'd, 
The  Loo-bar  J  wide  yawning  with  graves ; 
The  bark  is  destructively  lur'd, 
And  entomb 'd  'neath  the  boisterous  waves. 


The  Atlantic  foams  wild  o'er  the  beach, 
The  sand  in  huge  cargoes  whirls  round ; 
The  wreok'd  grasp  the  shore,  and  loud  scre*eek, 
And  the  hollow  lands  ||  vibrate  the  sound. 

« 

The  billows  mountainous  break  o'er, 
The  helmsmen  cling  fast  to  the  deck, 
The  transports  §  approach  the  dread*  shore. 
And  rooks  are  bestrewed  with  their  wreck. 

*  r  -  ♦  * 

The  high-sounding  trumpets  of  death, 
The  convoy's*  destruction  apprize : 
The  seamen  sink,  gasping  for  breath, 
And  echo  appals  with  their  cries. 


*  Lighthouse  on  a  rock  it  the  Land's  End,  frequently  covered  with 
wave*. 

t  The  southernmost  point  of  land  in  England,  on  which  stands  a 
lighthouse,  but  dimly  seen  in  a  storm. 

%  A  dangerous  sand  in  Mount's  Bay,  where  H.  M.  Ship  Ansen  and 
many  others  have  been  lost. 

|  Tka>4feserted  .mines,,  near  the  sea  shore. 

%  Transports  from  Spain,  when  the  British  army  evaluated  Ce- 
Tunna. 
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IMPROVEMENT. 


The  world— dreary  ocean  of  woe, 
The  tempest  thy  mis'ries*  display ; 
The  scenery  I  fatally  know, 
And  feel  it  abbreviates  my  stay. 

I 

The  "  swellings  of  Jordan"  I  see, 
The  prospect  rejoices  my  sonl ; 
The  world's  sad  vicissitudes  lee, 
And  shout,  midst  the  billows'  load  roll. 

The  Angels,  on  Canaan's  blest  strand, 
The  shoot  of  my  vict'ries  repeat; 
The  seraphim  hail  me  to  land, 
And  prostrate  I  fall  at  His  feet. 

The  storms  in  eternity  cease, 
The  tempest  no  more  shall  arise ; 
The  sonl  swims  in  nnalloy'd  peace 
And  shipwreck  for  ever  defies. 
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1. 

WHAT  tempests  have  beat  on  my  soul ! 

What  billows  my  heart  did  affright ! 
But  Jesus  the  wounded  makes  whole ; 

At  evefiing-timeiitis  light. 

2. 

How  hafass'd,  how  tempted,  and  tost. 
What  horrors  appeared  in  the  fight  5 
I  said  in  my  haste,  '  I  am  lost !  * 
\      But  at  ev'ning-time  it  is  light. 

3. 

x  O'erwhelrn'd  in  the  storm  I  surmis'd, 
The  Lord  has  forsaken  me  quite $ 
Most  sweetly  my  soul  he  surprised,         « 
And  at  ev'ning-time  it  Was  light. 

•  4;  ' 

What  view3  of  the  chambers  within  ! 

What  creatures  astonish'd  my  sight! 
Bu t  Jesus  aton'  d  for  ray  sin,     • 

At  eveningntime  it  is  light.       -         , 

•  5.  '     • 

'  In  crimson  and*  scarlet  array*d 

The  Spirirsaid,  '  Wash  and  be  white  P 
;  I  wash'dr^nd  in-  agonies  pray'd— 
.  And  at  evening- time  it  was  light. 


* 

/ 


I- 


6. 

What  legions  from  Hell  did  arise 
With  fury,  and  venom,  and  spite  $ 

But  Jesus  appear'd  from  the  skies, 
And  at  ev'ning-time  it  was  light. 

7-    . 

He  look'd  on  my  soafc— and  he  srail'd ; 

He  frown'd— my  foes  wildly  took  flight; 
He  spoke — and  confess'd  me  his,  child, 

And  at  ev'ning-tiaie  it  is  light. 


»    * 


8. 

What  terrors  around  me  have  stood  5 
What  darkness  my  steps  did  benight ! 

But  all  I  see  works  for  my  good, 
For  at  ev'ning-time  it  is  light. 

The  morning  in  yon  western  skies, 
With  clouds,  and  with  darkness  affright ; 

Refulgent  bright  orbs  shall  arise 
And  at  ev'ning-time  'twill  be  light* 

10. 

Enlighten -d  and  cheer'd  I  submit, 
Afflictions  and  trials  are  right;       ' 

O  God  !  do  as  thou  thinkest  fit, 
For  at  ev'ning-time  'twill  be  light. 

11. 

The  night  is  fast  hastening  on, 
The  day  ViH  soon  close  on  my  sight; 

May  this  be  the  boast  of  my  tongue, 
At  evening-time  it  is  light. 

12. 

Arriv'd  in  that  City  above, 

Where  all  is  transparent  add  bright,    - 
I'll  review — and  I'll  praise— and  I'll  love— 

And  eternally  dwell  in  the  Light. 


• 


\ 
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CHRISTIAN5  EXPERIENCE. 


* 


«    I  4     '  > 


Lo^i),  what  9  dreary  place  / 

Is  this  I'm  called  to  tread-  :- 

A  little  light,  a  little  grace, 

And  ah !  what  tears  bedew  my  face.   .      .  r 

i     *■    >*    *     >  •  .  .      .  .  "| 

And  all  my  joys  are  fled,  t 

Man,  bpra  to  grief^ 
Stete  for.relief,    •.  V.  < 


Aud  hopes  that  life,  with  all  its  woes,  will  be  hut  brief. 

»         • 

A  pilgrim,  far  from  home, 

I  pass  ihfc  tfttog' rota  ritad}  - 
With  fainting  steps  opprest  I  roam, 
And  panting  cry,  "■  Come,  Saviour,  come,— 

«  And  ease  ite  toCM*  load* f 


•V'  * 


\ 


a  Support  my  soul, 
«  While  tyllows  roll, 
u  And  bear  me  far  beyond  the  lten  of  either  pcle.M 


My  days  are  torn  with  strife, 

My  night?  are  rack'd  with  dread} 
like  Job  I  cry,  I  loathe  my  life, 
And  long  for  death's  keen  friendly  knife, 
To  cut  the  brittle  thread, 
O  care  worn  breast, 
Thou  soon  sbalt  rest,  .    ^ 
Where  Saints  and  Angels  dwell,  for  ever  blest, 


My  shattered  bark's  at  sea, 
The  sport  of  every  gale ; 
The  tempest  roars,— the  port  I  nee, 
And  press,  dear  Lord,  to  be  with  thee, 
And  heav'n's  high  comp'ny  hail. 
But  surges  toss  : 

And  troubled  cross; 
And  forced  to  sea  again,  I  give  upajl  for  lost/ 


How  long,  O  Lord,  how  Jong    .     j 
Shall  my  poor  barWf  emain 


So  far  from  thee — rode  waves  aipong,  . 
Where  no  triumphant  victor's  song 

* 

E'er  sound's  across  the  main.;    . 
Behold.  I  sail. 

And  catch  the  gale,  "   \  m 

tat  wafts  me  in,  where  praises  neveiv  never  fail. 


Farewell,  ye  boisterous  deeps, 

Along — a  last  farewell; 
My  corpse  beneath  the  green-lave  sleeps, 
My  heart-  no  more  in  trouble  weeps, 
Nor  dreadf^Y  gaping  hell. 
At  anchor  here, 
I  know  no  fear, 
tad  never,  O !  no,  never  more  shall  shed  a  tear. 


Celestial,  glorious  streams ; 

Ah,  why  did  1  complain  ? 
I'm  glorified — meridian  beams 
Illume  my  mind,  and  rapt'rous  themes, 

In  sweet  seraphic  strain, 

My  bosom  swell ; 

» 

And  who  can  tell, 
V  hat  joy*  ecstatic  in  thesr  regions  dwell? 


s* 


Roll  on,  ye  fleeting  years, 

Haste  forward  judgment-day  y 
Come,  Lord,  dispel  thy  church's  fears,  ,. 
Appear  in  pomp,  dry  up  their  tears, 
And  thy  whole  self  display. . 
Behold,  earth  flies,v. 
The  dead  arise, 
And  all  the  saints  ascend,  beyond  the  ethereal  skies. 


.'    r 


it1 


-f-  '  ■'.' 


•  4 


»  ."» 


.  ' 


.  ( 


a 


•  i . 


I   *       •  * 


\    • 


J 


SOLILOQUY. 


How  various  are  the  Christian's  days 

In  this  tempestuous  sea : 
How  singular  Jehovah's  ways ; 

What  strange  events  I  see ! 

Sometimes  my  hours  glide  sweetly  on, 
And  health  and  strength  remain : 

But  ah !  how  soon  my  comfort's  gone, 
And  I  return  to  pain; 

The  former  aids  the  active  mind, 

And  lifts  me  up  on  high  : 
The  latter  all  my  wand'rings  bind," 

And  fits  my  soul  to  die. 

A  pleasing  gale  of  prosperous  scenes 

Again  my  steps  attend  3 
And  every  thing  that  intervenes,     f  , 

My  views  and  hopes  befriend.  / 
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But  soon  the  gathering  torrents  burst, 

And  all  my  soul  appal ; 
Aghast,  I  quit  my  earthly  trust, 

And  low  before  him  fall. 


This  week  my  closet's  'whelmed  with  tear?, 

And  Christ  and  1  are  one :  • 
The  next  my  heart's  opprest  with  fears, 

And  Satau  dies,  "  Undone  (" 


To-day  I  wrestle  hard  with  God, 
And  will  not  let  him  go ;  * 

To-morrow  scarce  can  say  a  word, 
So  dull,  so  faint,  so  low. 


.4 


Now,  I  behold  bright  prospects  rise* 
And  big  with  hope  J  read : 

Anon,  Und  all  my  vision  flies, 
And  terrors  supersede. 


This  hour,  sweet  peace  enchants  my  soul, 

And  all  is  life  and  love ; 
The  next,  huge  billows  o'er  me  roll, 

And  fiird  with  woe  I  rove. 


Awhile  my  heart  seems  almost  clean, 

And  Israel-like  t  sing ; 
E'er  lone.  God  calls  to  look  within. 

And  my  complaints  begin. 


Ah !  wretched,  sinful,  guilty  me, 
"rmjos^rmlost/'l.cryj   . 

My  Saviour  smiles,  and  sets  me  free, 
And  all  my  tears  are  dry. 


• » « 


t« .. 


Oh,  did  a  being  e'er  pursue 
So  dread  a  path  as  mine  T 

Yes,  yes,  the  Sacred  Scriptures  shew, 
This  way,  dear  Lord*,  was  thine. 


Shall  I  then  grieve  to  suffer  loss 

For  hita  who  died  for  me  ? 
Great  God;  forbid !  I'll  bear  thy  cross 
Till  death  shall  set  me  free. 


;*T 


X     . 


■    «  V  •>    »  •■    "•     •  •      •  't    .!• 


B  9 


r  .  »  *  •  »     i  0 


»* 


•  •  • 


BY  A 


•       •  * 


MINISTER  OK  THE  .^OS^Et,   . 

••*'*.         ■  *    :   / 1  • 
Upon  March  19th,  the  Anniversary  of  the  date  on  which  he  was 

« 

naturally  and  spiritually  horn. 

•  i 

•  : 

The  former  in  London,  ]J$y,  the  Itytr,  in  &Of#flf ,  If?3* 


T hricb  hail,  tjiqu  hoQpurM  glpfioysf  pom  ! 
On  thee  gg  squIwos -AjiiMy  *>?rnj 
On  thee  maternal  pains  w^re  blgst :      t 
On  thee  I  found  the  promised  rest. 


A  guilty  sinner,  far  from  God, 
I  madly  ran  the  downward  road ; 
Despis'd  the  great  Creator's  voice,      , 
And  made  the  path  fc>  jiell  my  choice. 
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Urg'd  on  by  sin's  alluring  bait, 
I  dar'd  attempt  the.  infernal  gate j 
Defy  my  God— reject  his  claims, 
And  force  my  passage  to  the  flames, 

At  rain's  brink  aghast  I  stood, 
Beheld  the  fiery,  flaming  flood : 
Gnash'd  at  affection — curs'd  a  God  f 
And  leapt  to  plunge  intends'  abode,) 


"  Arrest !"  a  voice  like  thunder  cries ! 

"  Arrest?  Y\  reverberate  the  skies ! 

"  Arrest  the  sinner  !"  Christ  exclaims, 

"  And  plttbk  the  brand  from  burning  flames  ?' 

r  *  * 

Angelic  envoys  eager  fly, ' 

Arrest  the  soul  condemned  to  die ! 

The  sinking  sinner  quickly  rise, 

Then  bear  the  tidings  to  the  skies !  ' 

In  wild  amaze,  1  faintly  cried, 

"  What!  save  a  wretch  who  heaven -defied? 

u  And  can  it,  will  it,  may  it  be  1 

"  What !  Mercy  save  abandoned  me  t ! !; 


IM 


<> 


12 

• 

"  Yes,  Yes; "  Jehovah- Jesus  said, 
"  For  you  I  fought;  for  you  I  bled !  '• 
"  Yes,  YesA  believers;"  all  replied, 
"  For  ypu  he  bled,  for  you  he  died  I" 

O  wond'rous  death :  dear  sacred  flood ! 
O  wash  me  ia  this  precious  blood : 
Renew'd  by  grace-— low  at  thy  feet, 
Behold.thy  willing  captive  sit. 

Resound,  resouud,  celestial  choirs ; 
Redeem'd  above,  strike  all  your  lyres; 
Let  earth  and  heaven  hosauaahs  sing, 
And' hail  the  triumphs  of  their  king  I 

Thrice  hail  the  honour'd,  glorious  mom  • 
On  thee  my  soul  was  doubly  born : 
On  thee  immanuel's  pangs  were  blest^ 
On  thee  I  founc}  $e  promis'<J  rest, 


HOLY   LONGINGS 


FOR  TH6 


GHBOTIAira  »■**• 


Behold,  O  Go»,  my  care-worn  eyes; 

Observe  my  troubled  breast; 
To  thee  my  weary  spirit  flies, 

I  want  the  Christian's  rest. 


Surcbarg'd  with  tears,  I  faint,  \  die, 
With,  guilt  and  fear  opprest ; 

Dear  Lamb  of  God,  thy  blood  apply, 
And  give,  the  Christian's  rest. 


»  \ 


Alas  1  my  pains  and  woes  increase* 

My  soul  is  much  distrest ;  - 
Lord,  speak  the  word,  my  bondp  release, 

And  add  the  Christian's  rest* 
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But  ah !  while  fears  and  foes  annoy, 
And  grief  ■  s.  a  coiistint  guest, 

How  can  my  labYmg  soul  -enjoy, 
The  peaceful  Christian's  rest. 


Can  beck  of  down,  or  sleep  relieve, 
Where  cares  and  sins  invest ; 

O  could  my  trembling  mind  believe, 
I'd  hail  the  Christian's  rest. 


Great  God !  what  dbub'ts  aid  fearS  assail, 

%.  «         .  ,  .  •      . 

Thou  seem'st  with  terrors  drest ! 
Ah,  let  not  unbelief  prevail, 
But  grant  the  Christian's  Vest. 

■ 

Say;'  w  P eace,  thy  sins  are  aH  forgiv'ii ; 
"  Thou'rt  humber'd  with  the  blest/* 

Assure  me  I  shall  dwell'  in  heav'n, 

•  * 

And  therewith  Christian's  rest.    * 


Thed  let  the  clouds  portentous  low*r, 
From  Ndrth,  or  East,  or  West; 

Tlllay  me  down,  and  bless  the  pow'r 
Th^t  guards  th*  Christian's  rest,  * 
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My  days  shall  sweetly  glide  away ; 

My  soul  with  grace  imprest ! 
Till  I  with  joy  shall  hea*  tjiee  say, 

"  Enter  the  Christian's  rest." 


This  mortal  clothing*  once  laid  down, 
My  blood-bought  soul  undrest ; 

I'll  fly  to  God  and  wear  the  Crown, 
And  sing  the  CtortStt&n^  rest. 


< 


i  • « 


>  'i. 


• 


'♦         ...•** 


.  ;     > 


* 


* 


VERSUS 


Composed  during  *  ride  from  La  Magistere  to  Agen,  early  in  the 

..  morning  of ,  May  34, 1614. 


Saviour,  ascend  thy  mighty  car, 
Erect  on  high  thy  glorious  throne ; 

Shine  forth,  thou  splendid  morning  star, 
Upon  the  banks  of  the  Garonne. 

O  haste  the  moment,  gracious  Lord, 
And  claim  the  people  for  thine  own ; 

Cut  short  delays,  send  out  thy  word, 
Amid  the  woods  of  the  Garonne. 

Great  Sun  of  Righteousness,  appear 
Where'er  thy  light  has  never  shone : 

And  bless,  O  bless,  the  passing  year, 
Upon  the  banks  of  tbe  Garonne, 
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Sweet  messenger,. whose  balmy  wings  - 

Have  o'er  die  nations  lately  flown  j 

Proclaim  unutterable  things 

Upon  the  banks  of  the  Garonne. 

Those  grand  chateaux,  those  vi/les  and  hommes; 

Alas !  thy  grace  haye  scarcely  known ;  , 
While  tempters  unmolested. roam, 

Upon  the  banks  of  the  Garonne. . 


Wild  revolutionary  storms 

Have  o'er  this  country  fur'ous  blpi^n  5 
And  Voltaire's  host  spread,  out  their  charm? 

Upon  the  banks  of  the  Garonne, : 


Proclaiming  loud  eternal  war, 
They  vow'd  th'  Almighty  to  dethrone. 

And  "  crush  the  wretch/'  whose  light  they  saw 
Beam  on  the  banks  of  the  Garonne. 


But  those,  my  God,  survived  their  *r*> 
Aud  soon,  thy  triumphs  shall  be  known  $ 

And  infidelity  expire 
Upon  the  banks  of  the  Garonne. 


la 


Ml 


Conscriptions  Yafettyi-auhfcriway^ 

Once .  forc'd  those  hapless  youths  from  16me ; 
But  now  I  see  them  peaceful  stray.  .  . 

Along  the  banks  of  the  Garonne/ 


!:•.- 


-*     w  *     * 


Oil !  Horrid  war,  thy  voice  was  Heard, 
Thy  vivid  lightnings  lurid  shone  j 

And  many  a  somjer  lies  interr'd,    \ 
Beneath  the  banks  of  the  Garonne. 


T 


As  late  I  view'd  the  field  of  blood, 
And  view'd  the  corpses  thickly-sown^ 

I  cried,  "Send  p6dce,  send  peace,  O  God !   - 
Upon  the  banks  of  the  Garonne/ 


>  • .  i 


I've  heard,  that  Copious  show'ri  of  grace, 
Dfescend  bfeneath  the  toirid  zone ;   •     l 

O;  pdur  them  down  on  every  place  ' 
A -near  the  banks  of  the  Garoiitie. 


Come  ^e,  wiipm  ^leay'n  destines  to  teach; 

Whom  vice  and  error  call  their  own :  t     , 
O  come,  and  Christ's  "  Glad  tidings"  preach 

Upon  the  banks  of  the  Garonne.         * 
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Bourdeaux  shall  then  extend  her  sons ; 

Tonneins  reverberate  the  tone ; 
And  Toulouse  cry,  "  He  comes,  He  comes,  ' 

"  Triumphant  o'er  tt^erlopg  Garonne, 


99 


I 


With  holy  zeal  for  God  and  man 

Datffpe?*  #091  eai;tl*sl*aU  soon  be,<M.Ve?W 
And  hosts,  pour'd  forth'  from  M  ontaubah, 
Conduct  thy  sons,  Garonne,  to  Heaven. 


f    *      1 


»     •     *    4 


From  Monts,  where  snows  eternal*  reign^ 
And  springs,  Pyrejpeen,  hourly  rise  5 

To  Biscay's  vast  and  boisterous  main, 
Shall  grateful  praises  rend  the  skies. 


J'ii'X 


My  country,-  Lord,  shall  hear  the  sound, 
Weep  o'er  the  putfehfcS  dHhy  Wood*'1  *  ' 

Our  temples  shall  thy  prated  resound*  .  ;  ''   C 
And  shoiit,  "Garonne  ft  lost  to  God ! !  V*  > 


1 


J-  t 


•  :  r,-  .  .!-•.«;.. 


1 


«••  1  •  :    *  . 


:  l  . 


/^ 


tINES 


TO   TBS 


DEPARTED  SPIRIT  OF  A  MOTHER  j 


Written  after  preaching  in  the 


PROTESTANT  CHURCH  AT  CHATRON8,  BOURDEAUX, 

On  the  lard* $  bay. 


»  ■ 

Spirit  of  a  Metier  dear, 

Tell  me,  art  thou  present  here*?     - 

Ctast  thou  quit  yon  throne  ^boye ! 

Dost  thou  leave  the  realms  of  love  ? 

Dost  thou  haste  to  calm  my  fears? 

Dost  thou  now  assuage  my  tears  ? 
Spirit  of  a  Mother  dear, 
Tell  me,  art  thou  present  here  ? 
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Pious  men  hay?  sometimes  taught, 
(Pleasing,  wondrous,  grateful  thought !) 
Those  whom  saints  on  earth  esteenVd* 
By  the  Saviour's  blood  redeemed, 
Still  in  their  affection  share, 
And  receive  a  guardian  care. 
Spirit  of  v  Mother  deary- 
Tell  me,  aft  thou  Ijov'ring  o^ar  \: 


»    4 


t 

Oft  by  fancy's  whispers  led, 
When  I  slumber  on  my  bed, 
Oft  thy-  well  known  form  I  see, 
And  embrace  with  ecstacjr; 
Taste  a  strange,  a  new  delight, 
Eager  feast  upon  thy  sight. 
Spirit  of  a  Mother  dear, 
Tell  me,  art  thou  present  here  I 


Art  thou  sent  by  mercy's  voice  ? 
Dost  thou  bid  a  worm  rejoice ! 
Dost  thou  stay  my  aching  head, 
When  my  ease  and  health  are  fled. 
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Can  I  still  possess  a  part, 
In  a  ransoni'd  Parent's  "heart  \ 
Spirit  of  a  Mother  dear, 
l1  ell  me,  art  thou  presept  nere  ? 


If  thy  Saviourt  will  pert*ifts,  ' 
And  thf  ifepf  reus  atate  admits,  '  • 
See !  O  see !  thy  wand'ring  child, 
Long  by  vice  and  sin  beguil'd ! 
See  me  weeping  at  his  feet,  .•....-,, 
Anxious  thy  lov'd  form  to  meet  1 
Spirit  of  a  Mother  dear, 
Tell  me,  art  thou  hov'ring  near  ? 


» 


Long,  too  long*,  thy  hetfrt  I  grlev'd^ 
Nought  But  death  thy  soul  rdlev'd !  * 
But  O,  much  insulted  saint, 
Mark  my  sad,  my  long  complaint ! 
Wretch !  I've  broke  a  Mothers  heart: 
There  I  pliiug'd  thefataf  darf ! 
Oh,  how  vast  Her  heavy  woes, 
Death  alone  brought  sweet  repose. 
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Happy  Spirit !  all  feo'et*;     '       ;  r   ..; 
Thou  shalt  w^ep  and  sigh  &<MftPta£f  . 
Again  this  tongue  shall;  ne'er  atuiefc    '  . 
Nor  w&ndiariag  feet  thy  pteace:  destroy j 
Thy  much-lov'd  George  hath  ceas'd  to  be 
A  source  of  grief  and  misery. 

I've  lost,  I've  lost  a  Mother  dear ! 

But  0,  I've  found  a  SavioiiY  near ! !  s . 


t 


> 


>*     v 


Alt  thy  pjrayers  now  are  heard ;  .'. 

All  thy  precepts  here  reyer'd } 

And  thy  long  lost  prodigal, 
'  jLi£t'ning  to  a  Saviour's  call, 

Quits  his  home  and  ploughs  the  seas, 

Preaches  Christ  near  Pyrennees. 

And  in  slumb'ring  moments  here, 
Thinks  he  sees  a  Mother  near. 


Dost  thou  still  thy  child  embrace, 
Fruit  of  mercy,  love,  and  grace  ? 
Dost  thou  now  with  wisdom  guide 
I*est  his  slippery  footsteps  slide  ? 


* 
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And  in  this  wild  desert  laud, 
Gently  lead  him  by  the  hand  ? 
Spirit  of  a  Mother  dear, 
Tell  me,  art  thou  hov'ring  near  ? 


Hail !  my  Mother,  goon  111  reach; 

Soon  I'll  mount  the  vanquish'd  breach  ! 

Soon  Til  pass  through  death's  dark  vale, 

Soon  o'er  Jordan's,  billows  sail ; 

Then,  lov'd  parents,  there  we'll  join, 

Chaiinting  hymns  to  grace  divine ! 

There  we'll  shout  the  theme  most  dear, 
Grace,  rich  grace,  hath  brought  us  here. 


FINIS. 


B.  Bemley,  Belt  Cwrt,  Fit*  Strt*. 
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EXTRACT  OF  LETTERS  TO  A  FRIEND. 

. .. .  \*&k 

>i    .   .  .«*  V 
&•*  ■■■     ■     ■ 

**!*r    •    '  • 

While  -so  many  benevolent  and  zealous  persons  in 
(be  religious  world  are  consecrating  their  energies  and 
their  resources  to  impart  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel 
to  foreign  lands/  it  is  a  consolation  of  no  mean  im- 
portance that  England  has  also  a  few  who  are  equally 
concerned  for  the  ignorant  and  guilty  that  abound  in 
the  obscure  and  remote  parts  of  this  favoured  nation. 
— Without  the  slightest  wish  to  disparage  the  noble 
efforts  of  the  former,  a  deep  acquaintance  with  British 
paganism  constrains  me  to  breathe  out  the  fervent  de- 
sire of  my  heart — may  you,  dear  Sir,  and  raan^  more^ 
be  constantly  found  in  the  ranks  of  the  latter. 

After  the  specimens  we  have  both  given  of  our  lively  ?  v 
concern  for  foreigners,  when  a  tour  wju  undertaken  on  > 
the  Continent  of  Europe  for  the  benefit  of  precious 
souls,  we  ought  not  and. cannot  be  suspected q£  a  want 
of  zeal  for  their  eternal  happiness ;  but,  O  Sir,  let  me 
entreat  in  the  name  of  every  thing  saered4tnd  solemn, 
that  we  now  devote  our  anxieties  and  exertions  "ty 
the  u  poor,  the  maimed,  and  the  blind,"  who  sure*  scat- 
tered throughout  the  villages  of  England  *fi4  the  adja-  * 
cent  islands, 

»  2 


j  ~* 


4  . 

Happily  for  our  country,  this  forms  the  distinguish- 
ing feature  of  that  blessed  institution  of  which  you 
are  the  depositary ;  and  through  rich  mercy  (though  a 
few  ministers  or  churches  may  have  forgotten  the  poor 
villagers  around  them)  some  friendly  hand,  laden  with 
the  treasures  of  the  Religious  Tract  Society,  has  often 
been  4een  scattering,  like  the  heavenly  sower,  this  seed 
;  of  the  kingdom,  which  has  produced  its  various  har- 
vest from  thirty  to  a  hundred  fold.  Amid  the  variety 
of  village  efforts  which  have  for  some  years  com- 
manded my  time  and  engaged  my  sympathies,  the  in- 
habitants of  the  numerous  villages  scattered  along  the 
Eastern  coast  of  Mount's  Bay  have,  since  last  Christ- 
mas, held  a  prominent  place. 

Your  acquaintance  with  geography  and  nautical 
affairs,  must  convince  you  of  the  dangerous  aspect 
this  coast  presents  from  St.  Michael's  Mount  to  the 
Lizard  Point.  Many  vessels,  (especially  foreigners, 
from  the  East  and  West  indies.  South  America,  aud 
other  parts,  frequently  in  the  m  inter,  &t  night,  make 
the  Light  House  on  St.  Agnes,  in  Scilly,  and  the 
Light  House  on  the  Longsbips,  at  the  Land's  End, 
atftheir  fi»&t  land  fall.  Under  those  circumstances,  if 
a  strong  gale  from  the  S.  W.  sets  in,  they  find  it  im- 
possible to  weather  the  Lizard,  (the  <southeromo9t 
point  of  land  in  Great  Britain)  they  fell  down  deeper 
into  the  bay  and  become  embayed,  or  are  more  fre- 
quently driven  with  a  violence  that  nothing  can  sur- 
pass, on  the  coast,  between  the  Mount  and  the  Lizard, 
/and  often  dashed  to  atoms  jn  a  moment;  at  other 
times,  .through;: the  concurrence  of  some  favourable 
circumstances,  they  are  thrown  up  into  places  where 
tlie  greater  part  of  the  cargo  might  be  saved.  Mo 
.winter  passes  without  four  or  more  valuable  vessels 
being  thus  ship-wrecked  on  this  coast,  and  many  of 
the  crew  perishing.  Several  of  those  agonizing  scenes 
I  have  witnessed,  while  my.  heart  has  felt  a  tenfold 
consolation,  from  .the  pleasing  idea,  that  our  adorable 
Jesus  is  "  a  Jiiding  .place  from  the  wind,  a  refuge  froo* 
^rm,  and  a  covert  ftonj  the  tempest." 


Natural  depravity  and  the  custom  of  centuries  have 
inspired  the  inhabitants  of  the  coast  with  a  rapacity 
for  plundering  those  wrecks,  the  most  surprizing  and 
alarming. — The  name  of  "  Wrecker,"  therefore,  ap- 
plies to  vast  numbers  who  inhabit  the  various  parishes 
along  the  coast ;  and  unfortunately  such  has  been  the 
frequency  of  wrecks  every  winter,  that  the  people 
look  as  naturally  for  them  at  that  season,  as  the  sharks 
for  the  devotees  who  perish  in  the  waters  of  the 
Ganges.  Men,  women,  and  children  usually  jpin  in 
this  work ;.  and  if  the  vessel  contains  a  cargo  of  wine 
or  spirits,  it  is  not  uncommon  for  five  or  six  persons 
to  drink  so  much  as  to  perish  on  the  beach,  or  in  the 
adjacent  lanes — many  such  instances  I  have  known, 
particularly  last  winter.  You  may,  from  these  pre- 
mises, form  some  conclusion  as  to  the  state  of  morals 
and  religion  among  such  a  population,  and  the  need 
they  stand  in  of  every  effort  being  made  to  correct 
those  propensities  and  raise  their  views  to  spiritual 
and  eternal  objects.  Impressed  with  this  idea,  last 
winter,  during  a  conversation  with  4  respectable  fami- 
ly in  Helston,  it  occurred  to  me  that  if  any  active  or 
zealous  itinerant  minister  could  be  established  on  the 
coast,  to  labour  in  conjunction  with  the  minister  and 
Mends  of  H ,  preaching  in  the  villages  and  esta- 
blishing Sabbath.  Schools,  the  greatest  good  might  be 
effected  both  in  morals  and  piety.  Having  suggested 
this  to  those  friends  whose  judgment  I  respect,  it  was 
determined  that  I  should  spend  a  few  days  in  the 

neighbourhood  of  ,H ,  to  explore  the  country  and 

asceftain  the  practicability  of  carrying  this  plan  into 
effect.  Agreeable  ta  my  application,  through  you, 
the  Committee  of  the  Religious  Tract  Society  had 
kindly  voted  me  a  handsome  supply  of  Tracts  for.  dis- 
tribution in  this  tour;  and  presuming  it  may  be  pleas- 
ing to  them  and  gratifying  to  you,  I  embrace  this 
opportunity  of  giving  a  brief  detail  of  the  circum- 
stances that  attended  me. — Prior  to  my  journey^  some 
persons  asked  if  I  was  not  afraid  to  preach  among  the 
Wreckers ;  I  smiled  at  the  idea,  not  only  from  a  con. 


viction  of  the  general  tranquility  that  prevails  in  this 
county,  through  the  preaching  of  the  Methodists  and 
Dissenters,  but  also  from  long  experience  of  the  ease 
with  which  a  few  violent  men  may  be  silenced  in  a 
large  assembly  under  the  present  era  of  Gospel  light. 

According  to  appointment  I  rode  over  to  H ,  on 

Monday,  June  2d,    1817,  and  taking  the  Rev.  Mr. 

L ,  Minister  of  H ,  with  me,  we  visited  th€ 

parish  of  Mawgan,  about  three  miles  from'  the  town. 

At  Rosevear,  in  this  parish,  the  friends  of  H have 

collected  a  congregation  and  erected  a  very  neat 
Meeting  House.  Here  I  preached,  and  distributed 
tracts  around  the  several  villages,  urging  the  people  to 
increased  exertions  for  the  dissemination  of  divine 
truth  among  their  neighbours,  particularly  on  the 
coast.  We  returned  to  H — —  that  night,  and  the 
next  morning,  after  having  various  discussions  on  the 
business  I  had  undertaken,  and  arranging  our  plan  for 
the  week,  we  rode  out  to  Mullion  Church  Town,  about 

eight  miles  from  H .      This  is  one  of  the  chief 

places  for  wrecks.  It  rained  very  hard,  and  we  missed 
our  road  through  the  village  called  Church  Town;  but 
it  was  wisely  ordered,  as  we  found  a  vast  number  of 
personsassembled  before  a  cottage  at  a  public  auc- 
tion. vTnrs  appeared  too  favourable  an  opportunity 
to  be  passed  by ;  I  therefore  stopt  my  horse,  invited 
'  them  arouftd  me,  and  while  addressing  them,  generally, 
distributed  a  number  of  tracts.  They  received  them 
with  astonishing  eagerness  and  were  particularly  thank- 
ful. May  the  Lord  himself  render  them  an  abun- 
dant blessing.  This  detained  us  a  considerable  time 
-  under  very  heavy  rain.  We  announced  preaching  at 
Praddadnack,  a  village  two  miles  from  this  place,  and 
fchving  finished  our.  work,  drove  to  this  village.  Few 
can  imagine  the  violence  of  a  storm  of  wind  and  rain 
when  riding  over  barren  downs  near  the  sea  coast; 
yet  this  is  the  frequent  attendant  of  the  itinerant  mi* 
nister.  When  I  think  of  bis  numerous  privations  and 
sufferings,.  I  am  increasingly  convinced  of  two  things, 
?tz.  That  no  gentleman  preacher  is  fit  for  an  itine- 


rant;  and  that  no  missionary  deserves  more  encourage- 
ment than  a  laborious,  and  faithful,  and  persevering 
itinerant  minister.  We  entered  this  village  through  a 
storm*  of  wind  and  rain,  and  were  soon  comfortably 
placed  in  a  large  country   chimney  corner,   before  a 

good  furze  fire.  We  were  accompanied  byrMr.  S , 

a  very  worthy  and  pious  young  man,  who  has  preached 

*on  Lord's  days,  In  the  neigbourhood  of  H ,  for 

nearly  two  years.  I  found  here  some  persons  who 
had  formed  a  part  of  my  congregation  six  years  be- 
fore, in  a  fishing  cove  on  the  opposite  part  of  the 
island*      At  7  o'clock  we  assembled  in  a  large  barn, 

which  was  well  filled.     Mr.  L and  Mr.  S ■*- 

prayed,  and  I  preached,  with  great  freedom  and  enjoy- 
ment, from  "  a  fountain  opened."  The  scene  was 
humble,  but  instructive  and  profitable — many  sinners 
were  dissolved  hi  tears,  and  the  most  lively  hopes 
sprung  up  in  my  mind,  that  there  was  joy  in  heaven 
over  some  penitent.  Anxious  to  be  fully  employed 
the  little  time  I  could  spare  here,  I  proposed  preach- 
ing at  7  o'clock  the  next  morning :  it  was  thought 
few  would  be  found  to  attend ;  at  all  events  it  appear- 
ed useful  to  make  the  trial,  and  I  gave  out-  that  two 
Sermons  would  be  preached  at  half  past  si*  to-mor- 
row evening.  x  •  " 
On  Wednesday  (the  3d),  we  met  accordingly, and  hatf 

the  barn  nearly  full.     Mr.  L preached  first,  and 

1  followed,  improving  upon  the  subject  of  last  even- 
ing, particularly  specifying  the  work  of  the  Lord  in 
the  Islands  of  Scilly ;  the  people  were  very  solemnly 
affected  and  I  trust  many  were  benefited.  I  am 
pleased  to  hear  the  blessed  'effects  of  village  preach- 
ing among  a  few  in  those  parts.  Mr.  S-^-y  now  mi- 
nister at  Bradnich,  in  Devonshire,  was  formerly  settled 

at  H ,  he  frequently  visited  me  ancT  was  often 

struck  with  the  progress  and  effects' of  our  village 
labours  in  this  neighbourhood.  At  different  times  he 
returned  home,  determined  to  pursue  the  same  cou- 
rage, and  the  results  has  been  most  blessed;  many 
•ouU  have  been  awakened— some  meetings  have  been 


erected,  and  Mr.  L ,  the  present  minister,  is  en- 
tering with  zeal  into  his  labours.  The  good  woman 
,  who  lent  us  the  barn  is  the  widow  of  a  respectable 
farmer ;  she  gave  me  a  pleasing  account  this  morning 
of  the  impressions  made  upon  her  mind  by  the  occa- 
sional preaching  of  Mr.  S ,  and  adores  the  Lord 

that,  ever  he  travelled  into  this  village^  Surely  the 
blessing  of  God  attends  the  noble  enterprize  of  car- 
rying the  Gospel  to  the  very  doors  of  poor  sinners, 
aud  thus  imitating  him  who  u  came  to  seek,  in  order 
that  he  might  save,'9  that  which  was  lost.  .Our  friends 

in  H ,  have  lately  begun  preaching  here,  but  they 

m  ant  help ;  this  is  a  most  excellent  station  for.  an  itine- 
rant; it  lies  in  the  parish  of  Mullion,  about  four  miles 
from  the  Lizard— there  is  no  uredching  whatever  in 
this  village,  and  there  are  some  who  cannot  walk  far 
qitt-of  it.     The  neighbourhood  is  sadly  infested  with 
,.t«ef  Wreckers,      When   the  news   of  a   wreck  flies 
round  the   coast,  thousands  of  people  are  iustantly 
collected  near  the  fatal   spot;    pick-axes,  hatchets, 
crow-bars,  and  ropes,  are  their  usual  implements  for 
.breaking  up  and  carrying  off  whatever  they  can.    The 
.moment  the  vessel  touches  the  shore  she  is  considered 
fair  plunder,  and  men,  women,  and  children  are  work- 
ling  on  her  to  break  her  up,  night  and  day.     The  pre- 
cipices they  descend,  the  rocks  they  climb,  and  the 
'billows  they  buffet,  to  seize  the  floating  fragments, 
are  the  most  frightful  and  alarming  £  ever  beheld ;   the 
hardships  they  endure  (especially  the  women)  in  the 
winter,  to   save  all  they  can,  are  almost  incredibly. 
_  Should  a  vessel/  laden  with  wine  or  spirits,  approach 
the  shore,  she  brings  certain  death  and  ruin,  to  many, 
with  her.     The  rage  and  lighting,  to  stave  in  the  casks 
and  bear  away  the  spoil,  in  kettles  and  all  manner  of 
vessels,  is  Imital  and  shocking.     To  drunkenness  and 
fighting,  succeed  fatigue,  sleep,  cold„  wet,  suffocation, 
death,  and — what  ?   an  eternity  !     Last  winter  we  had 
some  dreadful  scenes  of  this  description.     A  few  in 
-this  neighbourhood,  it  seems,  having  a  little  more 
light  than  others,  scrupled  to  visit  a  wreck  that  came 
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on  shore  list  winter,  on  a  Lord's  day,  lest  it  should 
be  breaking  the  sabbath ;  but  they  gathered  all  their 
implements  into  a  public  house,  and  waited  until  the 
clack  struck  twelve — at  midnight,  therefore,  they 
rushed  forth,  all  checks  of  conscience  being  removed. 
Imagine  to  yourself,  my  dear  Sir,  500  little  children 
in  a  parish,  brought  up  every  winter  in  this  way,  and 
encouraged,  both  by  precept  and  example,  to  pursue 
this  horrid  system ;  the  thought  shocked  me,  as  I  look- 
ed around  the  villages  from  a  field  where  I  had  re- 
tired, like  Isaac,  to  meditate  and  pray,  after  breakfast 
this  morning.  Jt  blew  a  strorig  gale  from  the  S.  W. 
I  spent  an  hour  in  solemn  communion  with  the  Lord, 
and  fervent  intercessions  for  the  precious  souls  of  the 
people  of  this  parish.  At  1 1  o'clock  we  left  the  vil- 
lage to  view  the  coast,  nearly  as  high  as  the  Lizard  ; 
an  intelligent  man  accompanied  us,  who  had  been 
fully  acquainted  with  the  history  of  this  neighbour- 
hood for  the  last  50  years.  We  passed  through  seve- 
ral fields  and  lanes,  distributing  religious  tracts  to  the 
children  and  labourers. 

The  view  of  the  cliffs  and  promontories,  for  nearly 
three  miles  on  the  coast,  is  tremendous  and  sublime, 
far  exceeding  in  romantic  grandeur  the  rocks  at  the 
Land's  End.  The  sea-gulls,  curlews,  and  murricks, 
those  sole  inhabitants  of  the  frightful  precipices,  con- 
tribute to  the  awful  scenery ;  while  the  roaring  of  the 
winds  through  the  caverns  beneath,  and  the  foaming  of 
the  billows  against  the  shore,  perfected  a  scene  that 
is  scarcely  to  be  paralleled  for  sublimity^  and  terror. 
My  heart  sunk  within  me  at  the  affecting  anecdotes  of 
our  guide.  O,  what  tales  of  woe  did  he  unfold !  of. 
wrecks  and  mangled  corpses,  death  and  graves !  How 
did  we  shudder  while  he  pointed  out  the  frightful: 
rocks  on  which  they  struck !  I  feel  even  now,  while 
reciting  those  circumstances,  a  cold  chill,  similar  to 
that  produced  by  his  pointing  to  the  innumerable 
graves  and  pits  into  which  the.  ill-fated  mariner,  or 
delicate  passenger*  has  been  thrown ;  \  frequently 
would  the  tear,  start  ffom  my  eye,  w  hiie.  passing  overt 

b3  '       * 
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those  regions  of  death ;  and  often  would*  Ay  bursting 
•heart  exclaim,  "  Good  God,  what  has  sin  done  !" 

In  this  excursion,  we  visited  what  is  termed  the 
Soapy  Bock.  It  is  curious  to  observe  the  soft  clay 
dug  out  from  the  sides  of  this  immense  mountain  to 
form  our  British  China.  »  Having  seen  various  break- 
fast and  dinner  services  made  for  the  Royal  Family 
from  this  clay,  at  Messrs.  Flight  and  Bars,  Hay  market, 
I  was  the  more  interested  in  viewing  this  rock.  We 
descended  to  its  base,  and  visited  the  small  warehouse 
in  a  nook  of  the  land  to  hold  the  clay.  Here  we  distri- 
buted sojne  tracts,  as  there  are  workmen  generally  la- 
bouring about  the  rock.  From  the  beach  the  sea 
presented  a  mfcst  singular  aspect;  it  blew  hard,  the 
waves  ran  high  in  the  ocean,  but  in  approaching^  the 
beach  at  this  place,  they  had  to  pass  so  many  rocks, 
each  of  which  formed  a  kind  of  break-water,  that  it 
produced  an  astonishing  appearance  in  the  water. 
The  billows  were  not  only  a  perfect  white  foam,  but 
when  they  fell  over  a  rock,  they  left  it,  as  it  were, 
painted,  for  nearly  10  minutes.  I  took  up  some  of  the 
water,  it  was  all  fr6th  and  rolled  along  exactly  like 
white  paint  in  a  liquid  state.  Truly,  "  the  deep 
boiled  like  a  pot  of  ointment."  How  forcibly  was 
the  mind  impressed  with  the  words,  of  the  Almighty 
to  Job;  O,  may  I  bow  with  reverence  and  sub- 
mission before  the  Majesty  of  Heaven,  while  he  ex- 
claims, "  Hear  now  this,  O  foolish  people,  and  with- 
out understanding ;  which  have  eyes  and  see  not :  which 
have  ears  and  hear  not — fear  ye  not  me,  saith  the 
Lord:  will  ye  not  tremble  at  my  presence,  which 
have  placed  the  sand  for  the  bound  of  the  sea,  by  a 
perpetual  decree,  that  it  cannot  pass  it;  and  though  the 
waves  thereof  toss  themselves,  yet  they  cannot  prevail  5- 
tholigh  they  roar,  yet  they  cannot  pass  over  it.** 

We  ascended  this  hill  and  moved  on  to  a  collection 
of  natural  wonders,  m  what  is  termed  Kynas  Cove. 
It  is  situate  at  the  foot  of  immense  cliffs,  and  whei* 
the  tide  is  out  presents  a  fine  white  level  sand,  be** 
tween  Grass  Island  and  the  main  land.    From  thus. 
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sand  we  walked  into  several  large  excavations  made  by 
the  sea.  A  curious  range  of  caverns  now  presented, 
in  which  the  sound  of  a  voice  was  quite,  astounding. 
We  entered  one  of  those,  nearly  100  feet  in  length ; 
a  wave  rolled  in  and  dashed  against  the  mouth  of  it, 
forcing  us  to  the  extreme  end ;  I  thought  mucb  of  the 
condition  of  a  sinner  thus  pursued,  without  a  refuge, 
by  the  vengeance  of  an  angry  God.  Those  scenes 
help  me  to  many  an  impressive  thought  in  preaching. 
We  mounted  a  range  of  rocks,  and  viewed  what  the 
people  termed  "  The  Billows/9  The  sea  having  forced 
its  way  a  considerable  distance  under  a  huge  hill  and 
blocked  up  the  cavern,  the  fixed  air  escapes  through  a 
small  aperture  in  the  rock ;  this  occurs,  as  every  wave 
enters.  The  noise  and  the  spray  of  the  sea  issuing 
from  this  hole,  are  among  the  most  grand  and  terrific 
I  ever  heard.  Overwhelmed  with  the  awfol  grandeur 
of  the  scene,  I  took  off  my  hat,  and  with  profound 
awe,  breathed  out  my  soul  to  God  in  prayer,  aftei* 
which,  amidst  the  howling  of  the  winds,  the  roaring  of 
the  waves,  and  the  frightful  sounds  of  this  rock,  we 
formed  a  little  company  of  bumble  worshippers,  and 
sung  "  Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings  flow." 
Retiring  from  this  place,  we  penetrated  into  the  coun- 
try, and  returned  to  Praddadnack  another  way,  entering 
the  cottages,  exhorting  the  people,  anil  dispersing 
tracts  as  we  went.  Gracious  God !  how  blessed  is 
that  man  who  finds  in  thee  a  hiding  place  from  the 
wind,  a  covert  from  the  storm,  a  refuge  from  the  tem- 
pest, and  a  shadow  from  the  rock. 

In  reasoning  with  the  people  of  this  coast  about 
plundering  wrecks,  they  generally  refer  us  to  the  more 
genteel  way  of  peculation,  adopted  by  many  agents 
who  are  concerned  in  a  vessel.  The  most  effectual 
remedy  to  prevent  plunder  appears  to  .be  the  preach* 
ing  of  the  gospel,  and  dissemination  of  just  princi- 
ples of  right  and  wrong ;  though  some  have  thought 
that  a  well  written  tract,  something  in  the  form  of  a 
dialogue  between  Wreckers,  would  be  of  consider- 
able service*     You  may  remember  to  have  seen  in  the 


12 

newspapers,  a  letter  from  the  Bishop'  of  St.  David's 
tQ  his  Clergy,  last  winter,  on  a  wreck  being  plundered 
in  his  diocese,  advising  them  to  preach,  in  language 
sharper  than  any  two-edged  sword,  against  the  prac- 
tice. With  deference  to  the  wisdom  and  piety  of  so 
good  a  man,  I  very  much  question  the  prudence  and 
propriety  of  this  plan/  Seldom  or  ever  have  I  known 
evil  habits  and  old  practices  brokpn  by  violent  threat- 
.  enings  from  the  pulpit.  The  understanding  is  in  an 
error,  it  must  be  informed ;  the  judgment  is  wrong,  it 
must  be  corrected;  and  the  will,  if  possible,  biassed 
by  the  mild  and  evangelical  persuasions  of  the  gospel. 
.  Let  this  be  preached  in  its  purity,  and  general  de- 
nunciations made  against  all  sin,  and  if  the  blessing  of 
the  Almighty  attend  it,  men  will  sooii  come  out  from 
among  the  wicked  and  bo  separate — their  example 
will  influence,  and  the  society  with  which  they  mix 
become  generally  improved.  Violent  threats  against 
*  smuggling  *>r  wrecking,  from  the  pulpit  to  a  congrega- 
tion of  smugglers  and  wreckers,  would  exasperate  the 
people  to  destroy  the  preacher ;  but  the  fervent  and 
affectionate  preaching  of  Christ  crucified  would  win 
the  heart,  and,  by  gradually  softening  the  passions  and 
regulating  the  views,  reform  the  life.  This  is  my  plan, 
and  I  find  it  succeed  ;  I  speak,  therefore,  from  some 
experience,' of  preaching  among  the  vilest  classes  of 
v  sinners.  One  argument  I  found  of  great  consequence, 
in  this  journey,  'with  the  people.  I  enquired  of  several 
persons,  had  they  ever  known  a  wrecker  ultimately  the 
better  in  circumstances  for  all  the  plunder  he  had  made ; 
every  one  candidly  confessed  he  had  not.  "No;" 
I  rejoined,  "  it  is  laying  up  in  store,  but  God  bloweth 
upon  it,  and  it  cometh  to  nought.  It  is  putting  money 
into  a  bag  with  holes."  I  was  happy  to  receive  the 
concurrent  testimony  of  many  persons,  affirming  that 
whatever  was  obtained  by  wrecks  or  smuggling  sel- 
dom continued  long  with  its  possessors  ;  but,  in  some 
unaccountable  way,  the  wrecker  was  nearly  the  same  at 
the  end  of  the  year  as  at  the  beginning,  and  sometimes 
much  worse.    I  cannot  close  those  remarks  on  wrecks 
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without  transcribing  an  extract  from  a  popular  History 
of .  Cornwall,  now  publishing  from  the  papers  of  the 
late  Fortescue  Hutching*,  Kscj.  and  tlfe  present  Mr. 
Samuel  Drew,  of  St.  Austel.  "  On  taking  a  general 
survey  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cornwall,  and  making  a 
comparative  estimate  between  what  they  now  are  and 
what  their  ancestors  were,  we  shall  be  immediately  led 
to  this  conclusion — that  they  have  been  broken  from 
fierce  barbarians,  into  men.  That  the  detestable  prac- 
tice of  plundering  vessels  which  are  unfortunately 
wrecked  on  the  shores  still  continues  in  some  degree, 
is  a  fact  that  cannot  be  denied ;  and  perhaps  this  forms 
the  deepest  shade  with  which  Cornwall,  as  a  county, 
is  at  present  stained.  It  is  however  but  an  act  of 
justice  to  assert,  that  this  abominable  practice  is  con- 
fined to  a  few  western  parishes,  and  that  even  here 
no  deeds  of  personal  inhumanity  towards  the  unhappy 
sufferers  have  been  permited  in  modern  times,  even  by 
the  plunderers,  themselves.  To  prevent  these  depre- 
dations, the  neighbouring  gentlemen  generally  exert 
themselves,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  wipe  off  this 
disgrace  from  the,  county  ;  but  hitherto,  although  they 
have  been  partially  successful,  many  instances  of  plun- 
der continue  to  take  place,  under  cover  of  darkness, 
and  amidst  that  confusion  which  a  ship  driven  on  shore 
by  a  violent  tempest  must  inevitably  occasion.  Inhe- 
riting from  their  ancestors,  an  opinion  that  they  have 
a  right  to  such  spoils  as  the  ocean  may  place  within 
their  reach,  many  among  the  more  enlightened  inha- 
bitants secure  whatever  they  can  seize,  without  any 
remorse ;  and  conclude,  without  any  hesitation,  the* 
nothing  but  injustice,  supported  by  power  and  sanc- 
tioned by  law,  can  wrench  it  from  their  hands.  While 
these  principles  continue  to  predominate,  the  plunder- 
ing of  wrecks  may  be  expected  to  remain,  and  conse- 
quently nothing  shorts  of  moral  and  intellectual  light 
in  universal  diffusion,  can  accomplish  its  entire  sup- 
pression." I  was  not  aware  of  remarks  so  much  in 
union  with  my  own  until  this  moment,  in  looking 
over  our  history  for  particulars  of  a  different  descrip- 


(ion ;  they  uiay,  however,  serve  to  elucidate  and  con- 
firm what  was  previously  advanced  on  this  subject. 

After  dinner  this  day,  (Wednesday,)  we  took  horses 
and  rode  direct  to  the  Lizard.     Several  tracts  were 
distributed  on  the  road,  particularly  at  the  last  village, 
called  Lizard  Church  Xown«     From  thence  we  pro- 
ceeded to  the  extreme  point  of  this  narrow  neck  of 
land,  that  stretches  out  so  far  into  the  British  Chan- 
nel.    Here  are  two  large  and  beautiful  light  houses 
erected.    A  light  keeper  attended  us  to  inspect  one 
of  them.     The  lantern  is  a  fine  object,  exhibiting  a 
number  of  superb  argand  lamps  and  silver  reflectors. 
I  entered  into  a  religious  conversation  with  this  man, 
who  ingenuously  confessed  that  he  had  been  a  great 
sinner,   but  was  just  on  the  point  of  turning,  and 
wished  candidly  to  know  my  opinion  of  the  right  way  \ 
this,  of  eourse,  produced  much  profitable  conversa- 
tion.    On  leaving  him  I  walked  to  the  house  of  the 
other  light  keeper,  and  took  the  liberty  of  opening 
the  door,  as  I  saw  four  or  five  persons  standing  in  his 
room.     I  was  surprised  to  find  the  room  covered  with 
pictures  and  caricatures  many  of  which  were  quite  ob- 
scene.    I  addressed  him  in  the  firmest  tone  of  reproof 
and  admonition,  and  reasoned  with  him  as  a  husband, 
"a  father,  and  a  man.     The  man  was  vexed,  and  re- 
torted with  some  impertinence.      I  was  not  to  be  inti- 
midated, but  proceeded  to  rebuke  and  exhort — citing 
him  to  appear  before  the  bas  of  God  and  meet  me 
there,  for  the  evil  he  had  been  the  means  of  spreading 
among  young  people  who  visit  this  house.     Having 
silenced  and  alarmed  him,  I  requested  him  to  pull  off 
his  hat,  and  bow  like  a  penitent  before  God,  while  I 
went  to  prayer  and  supplicated  mercy  on  his  guilty 
soul.     The  man  did  accordingly ;   and  after  solemn 
prayer,  I  shook  hands  with  him,  and  gave  him  some 
tracts.     He  appeared  very  solemn  and  thanked  me. — 
The  other  light  keeper  had  joined  us,  and  now  in- 
treated  I  would  go  into  his  house  and  pray  in  like 
manner  for  his  family,  declaring  if  I  could  see  any 
thing  I  disapproved  of  ia  his  house  he  would  destroy 
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it.  While  praying  with  his  family,  a  gentleman  from 
Helston,whois  light  house  agent  to  the  Trinity  House, 
came  in,  and  after  prayer  he  politely  thanked  me  for 
my  efforts  to  improve  the  morals  of  his  men.  On 
leaving  the  Lizard  Point,  we  rode  across  the  country  to 
a  parish  called  Grade,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Pe- 
ninsula. Here  I  preached  ip  a  new  meeting  to  a 
crowded  congregation  from  the  surrounding  parishes 
and  villages  }.  Mr.  R.  jun.  of  Helston,  joined  us  here, 
and  assisted  in  the  service.  It  was  a  mest  solemn  and 
animating  season  'T  I  pray  God  to  bless  it  abundantly. 
In  this  neighbourhood  it  seems  a  pious  clergyman  had 
formerly  preached ;  and,  soon,  after  his,  removal,  two. 
farmers,  who  had  been  benefited  by  his  ministry, 
erected  this  meeting  for  public'  prayer  and  a  school — 
there  has  seldom  been  any  preaching  in  it ;  but  if  an 
itinerant  were  established,  it  is  probable  he  would  have 
the  use  of  this  house  for  the  worship  of  God.  .After 
preaching  and  giving  tracts  to  the  childen  present, 
we  rode  about  five  miles  back  to  Praddadnack  to  sleep. 
Thursday,  at  half  past  six,  assembled  at  Mullion 
Church  Town  by  appointment.  Mr.  L.  preached 
first,  and  I  followed,  in  a  barn  borrowed  for  the  pur* 
pose.  The  people  were  in  tears,  and  the  power  of 
God  appeared  present  to  hail  the  weary  and  heavy 
laden.  We  returned  back  to  Praddadnack  to  break* 
fast,  accompanied  by  a  pious  man  who  lives  at  the 
Cove,  and  was  awakened  under  the  labours  of  Mr.  S- 

the  former  minister  of  H .    This  man  and  two* 

others  meet  for  prayer,  every  week,  and  express  a  great 
desire  for  preaching  more  frequently.     The  friends  at 

H having  fixed  on  Praddadnack  as  one  of  their 

village  stations,  have  commenced  a  Sunday  School 
here,  and  Mr.  Lu  the  minister,  assisted  by  the  active 
and  pious  Messrs.  R.  and  S.  preach  here  at  fixed  sea- 
sons— some  have  joined  the  church  frpm  this  village.. 
J  spent  a  profitable  hour  in  meditatitipf  and  prayer  in  a 
field  after  breakfast,  and  enjoyed  -iniith  communion 
with  my  Lord  and  Master,  while  intreatirig  strength  pro* 
portioned  to  the  day.     On  my  return,,  the  fanner's  wi- 
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dow  petitioned,  in  the  name  of  the  villagers,  that  I 
would  preach  one  sermon  more  before  1  left  them: 
they  had  agreed  to  relinquish  their  labours  and  defer 
their  dinners  if  I  would  preach  at  half  past  twelve 
o'clock.  This  looked  well.  I  was  much  fatigued 
but  thought  it  an  invitation  not  to  be  disregarded.  We 
now  walked  down  to  the  Cove,  and  gave  away  tracts, 
adinirhig  the  singular  appearance  of  an.  immense  rock 
inhabited  by  different  species  of  sea  fowl,  which  main- 
tained full  and  undisturbed  possession  of  separate 
parts  of  the  rock,  without  at  all  interfering  with  each 
others'  territory.  In  one  part  were  gulls  only,  in  ano- 
ther murricks,  who  guarded  their  nests  with  extraordi- 
nary vigilance.  I  was  much  impressed  with  the 
thoughts  of  death,  while  reclining  over  some  graves 
of  poor  shipwrecked  mariners,  and  listening  to  the  ac- 
count of  wrecks  last  winter. 

At  one  o'clock  we  assembled  in  the  barn  at  £ , 

where.  1  preached,  on  the  subject  of  death.  Jt  was 
truly  solemn*  I  was  melted  into  tears,  and  the  people 
seemed  to  feel  the  vast  importance  of  death  and  judg- 
ment. We  took  an  affectionate  leave,  and  after  dh> 
net,  rode  through,  the  parishes  of  Cury  and  St.  Kevern, 
distributing  tracts,  which  were  received  with  great 
thankfulness*  After  riding  about  nine  miles  in  con- 
stant rain,  we  reached  Tregiddon,  where  a  commodi- 
ous meeting  house  is  built,  to  embrace  the  parishes  of 
Mannaccan,  St.  Martin,  and  St.  Kevern.  Our  friend 
Mr.  T.  attended  at  the  opening  of  this  chapel  last  year, 
and  gave  a  most  affecting  address  on  the  importance 
of  Sunday  Schodls.  His  admonitions  have  been  re- 
garded, and  a  school  is  now  established  here ;  but  they 
want  an  itinerant  to  assist  them  in  supplying  this  place. 
I  preached  at  seven,,  and  distributed  tracts,  after  which 

we  returned  nine  miles  to  H .      I  had  this  dav 

preached  three  times,  and  felt  weary ;  but  my  reward 
was  in  the  path  of  duty,  while  a  consciousness  of  the 
divine  approbation  and  presence  attended  me.. 

Friday  the  5th. — This  morning  I  walked  on  tin  thi 
country,    and  enjoyed  much  spiritual  happiness   for 
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three  hours,  reflecting  on  the  proceedings  of  this 
week,  and  humbly,  but  earnestly,  imploring  the  bless- 
ings of  the  Almighty  on  those  imperfect  efforts  to  ad- 
vance his  glory.  After  dinner  we  entered  into  a  de- 
tailed conversation  on  the  necessity  and  importance  of 
establishing  an  itinerant,  to  pass  regularly  over  tins  dis- 
trict. I  promised  to  use  every  exertion  for  this  pur- 
pose ;  and  entreated  they  would  continue  instant  in 
prayer  for  a  blessing  on  the  means.       Nothing  can  be 

expected  from  H ,  as  it  is  with  extreme  difficulty 

they  can  raise  sufficient  to  pay  the  horse  hire,  for  their 
frequent  excursions  into  the  villages,  at  present.      At 

seven,  I  preached  in  the  chapel  at  H ,  and  had  the 

happiness  to  exhort  a  large  congregation  to  go  on  as 
they  had  so  well  begun,  caring  for  the  souls  of  the 
poor  villagers,  arid  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  would  as- 
suredly attend  them.  After  preaching,  I  met  the 
Sunday  School,  exhorted  the  children,  and  gave  them  a 
few  tracts. 

Saturday,  travelled  in  various  parts  of  the  parishes 
of  Brcage  and  Germoe  on  the  sea  coast,  and  gave 
away  tracts.:  towards  the  evening,  reached  Penzance, 
and  thus  finished  my  week's  work.  I  could  have 
wished  to  preach  in  several  more  parishes  in  this  dis- 
trict, but  my  engagements  being  so  numerous  and 
pressing  at  home  in  the  prospect  of  an  early  journey 
to  the  villages  in  the. North  of  Devon,  and  afterwards 
to  the  Metropolis,  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  accede 
to  the  wishes  of  my  friends,  or  the  desires  of  my  own 
heart  in  this  respect.  The  following  week  I  appointed 
one  evening  to  make  an  effort  in  a  place  marked  for 
irreligion.  Accordingly  I  rode  from  a  neighbour- 
ing village  to  Porthleaven  on  Thursday,  June  12. 
This  lies  immediately  on  the  coast,  and  is  notorious 
for  disasters  aud  wreckers.  There  is  a  small  uiethod- 
ist  meeting,  but  the  number  of  hearers  is  few,  and  a 
general  indifference  to  the  Gospel  pervades  the 
place,  which  is  thickly  peopled,  and  lies  in  the  parish 
of  Sithuey,  about  three  miles  front  H — -jK  I  found 
the  inhabitants  assembled  under  the  direction  of  Mr* 
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R -,  jun.  of  H*— — ,'  h>  a  large-  open  timber  y*5& 

He  attended  with  some  pious  and  active  femaJes  r$wi 
others,  who  felt  very  desirous  of  a  Sunday  School  in 
this  deplorably  wicked  place.  I  preached  on  the 
blood  of  Christ — the  people  sat  on  planks  and  trees, 
a  large  congregation  and.  very  attentive.  I  never  en* 
joyed  more  of  the  Divine  presence,  in  giving  a  clear 
and  animated  statement  of  the  fall,  the  recovery,  and 
the  privileges  of  sinners  through  the  gospel.  It  ap- 
peared good  news  to  many,  who  received  it  with. 
thankfulness.  I  gave  away  tracts,  and  afterwards 
walked  along  the  coast,  to  view  the  fatal  rocks  and  the 
numerous  graves  of  the  shipwrecked  mariners.  Sure- 
ty, if  there  be  one  place  in  this  county  that  wants  ac- 
tive and  stated  preaching,  it  is  this  Porthleaven.  I 
found  here  one  of  the  members  of  our  Church,  a  pious 
young  man — the  account  he  gives  of  it  is  exceedingly 
distressing.      The  week  following  I   went  a<niin  to 

H ,  after  spending  many  days  in  a  tour  all  round 

the  country  to  the  Land's  End  with  the  Rev.  Mr. 
D >,o£  Dock,. preaching  in  the  villages- and  collect- 
ing for  the  Baptist  Mission  to  India. 

On*  Friday,  June  20th,    I  left  H with  Mr. 

L ,  and  drove  to  Constantine,  a  large  parish  six 

miles  from  the  town,  near  the  river  Heyl,  on  the 
coast  that  lies  the  other  side  of  the  Lizard.  We  dis- 
tributed tracts  at  Gweek,  a  considerable  village  at  the 
'  head  of  the  river,  and  at  several  cottages  as  we  passed. 
The  people  had  assembled  in  a  bam,  but  the  numbers 
were  so  great  we  adjourned  to  the  farm-yard ;  it  was 
a  kind  of  first  effort  at  preaching  in  this  parish.  The 
congregation  were  exceedingly  attentive,  and  appeared 
deeply  impressed,  while  pointing,  them  to  that  Saviour 
who  was  "  exalted  to  give  repentance."  After  service, 
I  publicly  addressed  for  some  minutes  two  young  men 
who  had  been  laughing  during  the  sermon:' they  re- 
ceived the  reproof  ;n  silence,  and  walked  off  muck 
confounded4.  While  the  horse  was  getting  ready,  a  re- 
spectable nian  came  to  thank  me  for.  the  sermon,  de- 
claring how  wonderfully  God  had* preserved  him  dur- 
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"  ,mg  a  late  dreadful  storm,  to  jfrhich  I  had  alluded  In 
tfte  discourse.  *  He  invited  us  to  sleep  at  his  house, 

but  I  was  obliged  to  return  to  H that  night. 

I  have  thus,  my  dear  Sir,  run  over  the  particulars  of 
this  town,  and  can  truly  say,  k  was  eminently  blessed 
to  my  own  soul.  To  employ  an  itinerant  in  this  dis- 
trict and  its  neighbouring  parishes,  50/.  wojild  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  first  year,  by  way  of  trial ;  40/.  as  his 
salary,  and  10/.  to  defray  theexpences  of  beds,  &o~ 
where  he  might  sleep.    This  money,,  if  it  could  be  ob- 

'tained,  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  R ,  sen, 

deacon  of  the  Church  at  H- ,  who,  in  conjunction 

with  the  minister  and  friends,  would  undertake  any  fu- 
ture arrangements.*     I  know  from  experience,  that  & 
plain  and  laborious  village  preacher  mtgfet  be  obtained 
for  this  sum,  and  a  fair  trial  of  one  year  made.    If  we 
average  the  parishes  where  he  might  labour  at  1,500 
inhabitants,  the  whole  number  will  be  27,000  souls, 
many  of  whom  might  thus  have  an  opportunity  of  hear- 
ing the  Gospel,  and  experiencing  its  power.     Let  this* 
teach  us  the  necessities  of  our  own,,  as  well  as  foreign 
countries,  and  the  facility  with  which  we  may  convey 
to  them  the  words  of  eternal  life.     How  trifling  the 
expence,  aud  yet  how  vast .  the  object  to  be  accom* 
plished !     Who  can  calculate  upon  the  immense  bene-* 
fits  which  may  result,  from  plain  and  humble  preaching 
and  Sabbath  Schools,  to  this  large  population.  Acting 
with  our  methodist  brethren  in  the  same  great  cause,, 
though  in  different  places,  haw  much  might  be  done 
to  preserve  the  property  of  merchants  and  underwriters ; 
restore  the  morals  of  the  people ;  roll  away  the  re-.  ' 
proach  from  the  county;  and  raise  the  tone  of  this 
part  of  British  Society.     That  the  blessing  of  the 
Lord  does  and  will  attend  village  labours  is  a  fact 
which  none  can  deny  who  have  ever  travelled  through 
Cornwall.      That  the  example  and  promises  of  Jesus 

*  Donations  towards  the  support  of  an  Itinerant  for  this 
district  will  be  received,  and  acknowledged  at  the  Publisher's*. 
London ;  or  Rev.  Joseph  Lane  or  Mr.  Charles  Read,  Ilejfitan ; 
or  Rev.  G.  C.  Smith,  Penzance,  CornwaH.  J  " 


20 

Christ,  who  has  all  power  both  in  heaven  and  on  earth, 
entitle  faithful  and  zealous  labourers  to  expect  success 
in  such  work,  is  past  dispute.  Belying  then  on  those 
things,  may  we  not  with  confidence,  pray  that  this,  as 
Avdl  as  the  various  plans  which  are  now  in  agitation 
for  the  more  general  diffusion  of  the  Gospel  in  the 
kingdom,  may  receive  his  grafcious  sanction,  and  be  ac- 
companied with  the  manifest  tokens  of  hi*  power  and 
mercy.  Shall  I  then,  my  dear  Sir,  invite  your  humble 
•petitions,  and  those  of  your  pious  friends,  who  love  to 
present  the  case  of  perishing  sinners  to  a  throne  of 
grace ;  that  you  will  implore  the  direction  and  favour 
of  Jehovah  on  this  work,  that  we  may  have  to  rejoice 
in  the  triumphs  of  his  grace  and  the  extent  of  his 
kingdom.  I  know  not,  at  present,  how  the  money  wiH 
be  raised  ;  but  as.  I  seem  to  see  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
in  what  has  hitherto  been  done,  I  venture  to  cherish 
the  hope  that  he  will  incline  the  hearts  of  his  people 
to  aid  an  object  which  so  manifestly  combines  man's 
best  interests  with  God's  highest  glory.  For  myself,  I 
trust,  I  act  quite  disinterestedly  in  this  business :  mj 
expences  havtr  not  been  very  great :  the  tracts  have 
been  furnished  by  your  useful  institution  ;  and  the  la- 
bour has  been  already  re-paid  by  a  disposition  to  count 
it  my  meat  to  do  the  will  of  God.  If  anything  were 
wanting  to  complete  my  personal  reward,  it  is  the  suc- 
cess that  may  attend  the  discourses  delivered,  and  the 
final  prosecution  of  the  plan  :  the  former  part  of  this 
gratification  I  have  already  enjoyed ;  for  the  latter  I 
must  wait  the  decisions  of  Divine  Providence,  and  the 
farther  discoveries  of  his  will.  To  u  be  not  weary  in 
well-doing,"  is  the  command  of  Heaven:  u  not  to 
faint/'  is  the  admonition  of  the  Holy  Ghost :  anil, 
"  in  due  season  to  reap/'  is  the  promise  of  him  who 
cannot  lie.-— Duty  is  ours;  events  are  God's.  Let  us, 
therefore,  quietly  wait,  and  patiently  hope  for  the  sal- 
vation of  God.  The  time,  I  trust,  is  coming,  when 
appeals  to  the  religious  public  for  the  unenlightened 
villages  of  England,  will  meet  with  the  same  prompti- 
tude and  liberality  as  those  which  have  been  so  sue- 


9,1 

cessfullypresented  for  foreign  countries.  Already  God 
has  mercifully  put  into  the  hearts  of  some  to" feel 
deeply  concerned  for  British  heathen ;  and  like  the 
Saviour,  when  weeping  over  Jerusalem,  to  lament  and 
exclaim,  "  O  that  they  may  know  the  things  that  be- 
long to  their  peace/'  in  this  blessed  day  of  Gospel  ef- 
fort and  christian  benevolence.  Their  kind  hearted 
sympathies  are  not  in  vain.  Their  cries  have  reached 
the  ears  of  the  Lord  of  Sabaoth.  His  arm  is  not 
shortened :  his  resources  are  not  dried  up  :  his  designs 
of  mercy  are  not  yet  finished :  he  both  can  and  will 
accomplish  the  purposes  of  his  heart:  his  outcasts 
shall  yet  be  regarded  ;  and  the  triumphant  song  of 
Deborah  be  renewed  on  the  shores  of  Britain. 
*'  There  shall  they  rehearse  the  righteous  acts  of  the 
Lord,  even  the  righteous  acts  towards  the  inhabitants 
of  his  villages  in  Israel :  then  shall  the  people  of  the 
Lord  go  down  to  die  gates*  Awake,  awake,  my 
soul :  awake,  awake,  utter  a  song  :  arise,  ye  redeemed, 
and  lead  captivity  captive.  So  let  all  thine  enemies 
perish,  O  Lord  :  but  let  them  'that  love  him  be  as  Ihe 
sun  when  he  goeth  forth  in  his  might,  -  Jvdgts  v. 
11,  12,31, 
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Copfed  from  a  Paper  affixed  to  the  Cottage  of  a  Poor  Mau  near  Ike  laxarit. 


THE  AFFECTIONATE  ADIEU, 

My  hour  is  come,  and  angels  round  me  wait, 
To  take  me  to  their  glorious,  happy  state ; 
Where,  free  from  sickness,  death,  and  every  pain, 
I  must  with  God  in  endless  pleasure  reign. 

Transporting  thought !  thou  dearest  man  adieu ! 
I  feel  no  sorrpw  but  in  leaving  you ! 
O  thou  my  comfort,  thought,  and  only  care, 
In  these  last  words,  thy  kindness  I'll  declare ! 

In  truth,  in  constancy,  in  faithful  love, 
Few  could  you  equal,  none  superior  prove! 
Compell'd  by  frequent  sickness  to  complain. 
You  strove  to  lessen  and  assuage  my  pain. 

A  tender  care  you  never  failed  to  show, 

A  constant  sharer  in  my  present  woe  I 

Mote  I  would  say,  my.  gratitude  to  own, 

But  breath  forsakes  me — and  my  pulse  is  gone ! 

Adieu,  dear  man  I  ■  ■     O  spare 

.  Thy  flood  of  grief-^and  of  thy  health  take  care  I 
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My  blessings  to  my  babes  !    Thou  wilt  be  kind 
To  these  dear  infants  whom  I  leave  behind  : 
Train  them  to  virtue,  piety,  and  truth, 
.And  form  their  manners  nearly  in  their  youth. 

'Farewell  to  all  who  now  on  me  attend, 
The  faithful  servant,  and  the  -weeping  friend  J 
My  time  is  short — but  we  shall  meet  again, 
To  shout  redemption,  and  with  Christ  to  reign. 


FINIS. 
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the  Establishing  of  Sunday  Schools.  By  J.  Thornton,  Eillericay.  la 
12mo.  Price  2s.  boards. 

For  high  Testimonials  of  the  above  Essay,  see  Congregational  Maga- 
zine, Evangelical  Magazine,  New  Evangelical  Magazine,  $c.for  May. 

3.  A  BLOW  at  the  ROOT  ;  or  the  Rise  and  Growth  of  Antinomiaa- 
ism.  By  the  late  Rev.  John  Flavel,  recommended  by  Dr.  Newman 
and  the  Rev.  J.  Ivimey.     In  18mo.  Price  Is. 

"  The  re-publication  of  this  Tract  is  highly  seasonable,  when  this  Here- 
sy seems   under  various  modifications   to  be  spreading. **  —  Christian 
Guardian,  May. 

4.  The  YOUNG  COTTAGER  ;  or  The  ifistory  pf  little  Jane.  By 
the  Rev.  Lech  Richmond,  M.  A.  Author  of  the  Dairyman's  Daughter, 
Negro  Servant)  &c.  In  18ino.  neatly  printed,  and  embellished  with  a 
Portrait  of  the  Author  and  three  other  Engravings,  done  up  in  extra 
boards,  Price  Is.  6d, 

The  above  may  be  had  printed  in  a  cheaper  form,  in  18rao.  with  a 
plate,  price  Sd.  or  7s.  per  dozen.     And  also  in  a  Tract  for  distribution, 
Price  4d.  or  1/.  8s.  per  hundred. 

5.  The  GOSPEL  of  GRACE,  by  an  unknown  Author,  recommended 
by  the  Rev.  James  Upton,  ^Price  l$d.  or  9*.  per  hnndred. 

For  a  high  Testimonial  of  this  little  Tract,  see  the  New  Evangelical 
Magazine. 

f>.  Authentic  and  Interesting  INTELLIGENCE  from  the  ISLANDS 
ofSCILLY.  Published  and  recommended  to  general  attention  by  Ibe 
Rev.  JamfS  Upton.     Price  4d.  or  li.  5s.  per  hundred. 

The  BOATSWAIN'S  MATE,  QUARTER  MASTER,  SAILORS  ON 
SHORE,  JACR  TARS  AT  PLYMOUTH,  THE  DREADNOUGHT, 
and  the  CORNJSH  MARKET  WOMAN.  By  the  Author  of  Th* 
WRECKERS.     Price  2d.  each,  or  12s.  per  hnndred. 

NBA  CATALOGUE  of  REWARD  BOOKS  for  SUNDAY  aal 
other  SCHOOLS  way  be  had  gratis. 


FATHER'S  TEARS 


OVER 

THE  CORPSE 

OF 

HIS  BELOVED  SON, 

*  C*  T,  S» 

AOBD  TOREK   YEARS, 

Who  expired  on  Wednesday  Morning,  December  9M,  1818. 


4€  I  shall  go  to  him,  but  he  shall  not  return  to  me."     ,  David. 

"  Transient* and  vain  is  every  hope 
A  rising  grace  can  gjive. 


»9 

Doddridge, 


BY  THE  REV.  G.  C.  SMITH,  OF  PENZANCE. 


Iflnftm: 

PUBLISHED  BYF.  WESTLEY,  STATIONERS'  COURT; 
AND  D.  COX,  COMMERCIAL  ROAD. 


Price  Twopence* 


i  . 


k.  •  *.    *-w     "  *  « 


*■*■ 


3.  Ztotftf,  ft*  £«*>  ****  *""• 


Cob  melius  Thompson  Smith,  on  Lord's-Day,  December 
ft,  went  to  Chapel  with  the  family.  On  Monday  the  7th, 
e  was  remarkably  playful,  and  amusing  himself  with  a 
*ncil  and  paper,  telling  his  Sisters,  be  was  drawing  his 
taher's  likeness.  Tuesday  morning  he  was  the  same  ihappy 
»d  active  child.  In  the  afternoon  he  was  seized  with  the 
'roup,  and  at  Seven  o'clock  the  next  morning  expired ! ! ! 


FATHER'S    TEARS, 


#c. 


1. 

)fl !  happy,  happy,  happy  babe, 
How  soon  thy  painful  journey's  o'er; 
Scarcer  lanch'd  and  put  to  sea — thy  bark 

Has  safely  reach'd  the  Heavenly  shore. 

•  •  >     .  •  . 

>ut  why,  my  love,  so  soon  depart, 

■ 

Thy  Father  still  would  keep  thee  here- 
Vould  still  behold  thy  lovely  face, 
And  daily  quell  each  rising'fear. 


^ 


I 

Thy  Mother,  too,  she  lov'd  thee  well, 

ft 

O  she  would  press  thee  to  her  breast"; 
She'd  reach  thy  playthipgs — hear  thy  tale- 
Apd  lull  thee  every  night  to  rest. 


A. 


Thy  sisters,  foo,  they  loy'd  t;a  rqnjp 
Across  the  rPPQ»>  9pd  pUy  wjth  thep  £ 

They  «t|U  Wfljlld  teacfytfyy  han4  to  draw, 
And  tell  how  toils  the  "  Busy  Bee."* 


*  He  was  particularly  fcfcd  of  bearing  hit  Sisters  repeat 
"  The  Busy  Bee,"  from  Dr.  ^aUs*  ffyini^s  (or  Cbi}dren.      i 


i 


ky  Brother,  too,  dear  boy !  l|e  \qy'& 
Thy  nod  to  mark!  and  lead  thee  o'er 
on  gardens,  fields,  or  up  those  stairs, 

■ 

And  tell  thee  all  hi$  pchoql-boy  lore. 

6. 

Hi!  thou  wast  dear  indeed  to  him-* 
For  thee  he'd  yield  his  highest  joys ; 

fe'd  nurse  thee,  drlss  thee,  kiss  thee  still, 
Or  giye  to  thee  hi?  richest  toys. 


7. 

'hen  why,  n»y  love,  leav£  all  below — 
Why  gulden  hastp  from  bome'smd  usl 

fao  calls  tliee  henge,  and  ofanns  thee  so, 
That  thou  hast  fled  and  left  me  thus? 
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8. 

Sure  thou  did'st  taste  life's  fitter  cup, 

V 
Twas  but  a  taste — Why  turn  aside  % 

Dost  thou  abhor  the  nauseous  draught, 

And  in  thy  Saviour's  bosom  hide  1 

9. 

i 

True,  thy  dear  feet  had  just  began 
To  tread  this  thorny,  desert  land — ■ 

Art  thou  already  tir'd  and  weak, 
And  fled  to  Canaan  s  happier  strand? 

10. 

\ 

/ 

Yes,  thou  didst  lancti  on  this  rcrugh  sea — 
Thy  Father  watch'd  thy  trembling  bark ; 

Have  fetorms  and  dangers  wearied  thee, 
That  thou  hast  join' d  yon  blissful  "  Ark  V 


11. 


i  ■        » 


0  Death !  I  did  not  know  thee 'near, 
When  yesternighfel  reach'd  my  home ;* 

Too  cruel,  thou  hast  pluck'd  my  rose, 
Bereft,  from  room  to  room,  I  roam. 


12. 

Say,  "  King  of  Terrors !"  were  there  none' 
On  beds  of  pwn  who  courted  thee  1— 

No  pallid  wretch  whose  tears  and  groans 
Loudly  appeal'd — "  O  set  me  free ! " 


*  His  Father  went  from  Penzance  on  Monday  afternoon,  to 
preach  in  a  Village  near  the  Land's  End,  and  did  not  return' 
Mil  Tuesday  Evening.  ^ 

B  3 
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13. 

t 
« 

Had  sad  decrepitude  and  age 

No  charms  to  lure  thy  cold  embrace  1 

*       •  •%       •  ^ 

Were  there  no  dungeons,  wards,  orsick, 
Who'd  smile  to  see  thy. ghastly  face'? 

« 

14. 

Then  why  assail  my  peaceful  home? 
Why  blast  my  sweetest,  fairest  flow -r  I 

_  » 

Why  fill  my  family  with  woe, 
And  pi$ve  again  thy  dreadful  pow?r  1 

15. 

"  Insatiate  Archer!"  thrice  we've  mourn'd— 
And  thrice  a  Father's  hopes  are  fled ! 

Was  net  &y  fate  attack  enough, 
And  must  this  child  so  soon  be  dead  1 


11 


16. 
Oh  !  Fq  have  giv'n  thee  all  I  have, 

IP  JTHAT  DEAR  BO.Y  THOU  ttADST  BUT  SPAr'd? 
Id  CHEERFUL  TA'pN  THE  POOR  MAN'S  LOT, 

Could  ije  with  me  its  comforts  shar'd* 


17. 

Gaunt  Wolf!  my  flock  was  not  top  lafge, 
Why  seize  my  lamb,  ray  T— — 's  joy  1 

Why  raise  thy  icy  fangs  and  slay 

My  dearest,  sweetest,  lovely  boy  1 


18. 

Remorseless  Death ! — Fll  chide' no  more, 
Thou  art  not  first  in  this  sad  scepe ; 

i. 

There  is  a  cause — a  great  fiyst  cause, 
And  m  thy  steps  His  hayl  %  $ee& 


w.. 

i   V 
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19. 

Bat  oh!  my  child!  I'm  quite  unmannd, 
I  thought  Td  write,  and  shed  no  tear ; 

But  ah!  my  bursting  heart  gives  way— 
For  thou  to  me  west  very  hear  ! 


20. 

When  rous'd  this  morn  to  see  thee  die, 
I  kiss'd  the  rod,  and  said  'tis  well ; 

1  clos'd  thy  eyes  and  kiss'd  thy  cheeks, 
And  saw  thee  mount  where  angels  dwell. 

21. 

« 

I  bore  thy  fondest  friend  away, 

And  said,  "Weep  not,  but  rest  thy  head; 
"  Thou  canst  no  longer  help  thy  boy, 

« 

M  Alas !  he's  sunk  among  the  dead  " 
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22. 

r  knelt  before  thy  ihrone,  O  Lord, 
And  said  'twas  right,  and  just,  and  good ; 

Thy  Grace  upheld,  but  Nature  now 
Bursts  forth  and  rolls  a  briny  flood. 


23. 

3  my  lov'd  child,  thou  rt  gone  from  me, 
And  yet  thy  features  there  recline  ;* 

rhou  seem'st  asleep,  and 'thy  sweet  smile 

> 

Would  sepra  to  say,  "  I  still  am  thine." 


•  The  Father  had  him  brought  into  his  Study  soon  after 
lis  death,  and  he  lay  on  a  sofa  directly  before  his  writing- 
leak  aU  day,  until  his  coffin  was  brought.  A  sight  of  the 
ovely  corpse  produced  the  paternal  effusions  now  presented 
o  the  public,  in  the  humble  hope  that  some  tender  parent  may 
re  comforted  by  them. 
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84. 


Yes,  thou  art  minq  in  life  prd^th, 
:  ISpfa  0  njy  babe,-  thou  st  left  thy  horns; 
Thy  dust  is  there — There  lies  thy  clay, 
But  wljere,d9£s  thy  ^lyeetepiri^  foam'? 


25. 


f 


Cold  cheerless  sight!  My  child  }s  dead ! 
A  pallid  hue  p'erspreads  his  face ; 

*  »  * 

A  clammy  sweat  bedews  his  cheek. 
And  chUling  ism,  fond  embme. 


26. 


BeJjQv'd  companion  pf  my  dearest  T- 

Thou  sweet  beguiier  of  'her-  lonesome  hoi 

In  pain,  at  work,  or  when  her  G — -e  was  g< 

Full  well  thou  pleas'd  with  thine  enchant 
pow'rs. 
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37. 


I  lov'4  to  he«r  thy  toflgye  ^ch  WPt  ) 

When  *U  the,  rq£t  were  gone  to  school  fc 

Yes— thoy  could'st  clump  thy  mother's  hear^ 
While  standing  on  thy  carpet  stool. 


28. 


When  dear  |Sra$tus  breath'd  jjp  mprp, 
And  I  was  far  from  henee  awpy ; 

•T 

Thy  lively,  playful,  active  ways, 
Reviv'd  and  cheey'd  her  ev'ry  day. 


29. 


The  Fain  iy  call'd  to  morning  pray'r— r 
In  praise  I  lov'd  to  hear  thee  join ; 

A  *  • 

Rising  thqu  hadst  t\\  accustomed  kiss, 
And  round  my  tieck  thy  aims  wquld  twin?. 
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30. 

0 

Oft  when  Fve  turn'd  those  sacred  leaves, 
I've  heard  thy  feet  ascend  my  stairs, 

Thy  gentle  tap  has  cheer'd  my  heart, 
And  in  thy  arms  IVe  lost  my  cares, 

31. 

Adieu !  dear  boy !  Oh,  we  must  part ! 

Thy  God  commands,  and  I  obey  ; 
But  let  me  view  thee  once  again, 

'Ere  men  encase  thy  lovely  clay, 

\ 

32. 

Those  precious  lips  no  more  shall  hail, 
With  fondest  joy,  thy  site's  return  ; 

That  prattling  tongue  no  more  shall  tell 
Of  Brothers',  Sister's  kind  concern. 


■  < 


t         I 
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38. 

Those  brilliant  eyes  no  more  shall  charm, 
Or  sparkle  in  thy  Father's  face ; 

Those  healthful  arms  no  more  shall  twine, 
Or  press  me  in  thy  lov'd  embrace. 

34. 
Hiose  feet  no  more  shall  mount  the  stairs, 

»  •  »  < 

» 

To  ask  a  kiss  while  study ing. here; 
So  more  shall  they  yon  garden  tread, 
Or  wand'ring  seek  thy  Mother  there. 

9 

35. 

Still  lies  thy  spade  on  that  lone  ground, 
Thy  playthings  all  in  silence  lie ; 

Hum  sleep'stj  my  child,  in  slumbers  blest, 
Nor  heeds  thy  Mother's  piercing  cry. 


10 


36. 

'  She  calls  in  vain— *hou  canto  not  hear-*- 
She  weeps*— thou  ne'er  wilt  know  her  grief ! 
She  held  thee  struggling  on  her  lap, 
Till  death  brought  thee  its  best  relief. 


37. 

And  eh !  for  thee  in  vain  I  bought, 
(As  late  in  London  streets  I  stray 'd,)  : 

The  hat  and  clothes  I  lov*d  to  buy, 
They  come,  but  thou  in  death  art  laid.* 


*  Soon  after  spiting  this,  tjie  father  w«n  c*Ne4  down  stain 
and  the  Child's  mother  presented  him  with  the  Hat  aw 
Feathers  just  arrived  from  London  by  Ship,  saying,  in  a  flow 
of  tears,  u  W$w  this  fox  my  dear  Boy  1 ". 
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da 

Stay,  foolislj  ftmdne&s  I  Hettviq  enjoin?  i 
Dost  thou  not  see  God  strike?  the  Wow  ; . 

Wilt  thou  rebel  against  that  band, 
Tb&t  lays  thy  brightest  comforts  Iqw  %    . 

39. 

Ah,  no !  dene  Lor^,  I  know  thou'rt  just,  . 

And.  »li  thy  way  a  we  rightewa  atiU  t 
Silent  I'll  mourn  the  pm^rting  rod,  .    ' 

But  yield  Bubjptsgioii  to  thy  vrill. 

« 

40. 

_  « 

Didst  thou  for  this  dear  babe  expire, 
-  And  blepd  and  groan  on  Calv  %'s  height? 
Hast  them  thr0'  this  rais'd  him  to  Miss* 
And  upward  borne  Ms  way  ward  Sight?  . 


•»j- 


90 


41. 

Enough!  my  sort  stall  still  adore, 

And  own  thy  watchful  tender  care ; 
III  bless  thy  hand,  or  give  or  take — 


Tis  wise — 'tis  goot^— but  hewr  my  pray  r. 

42. 

Let  this  mysterious  stroke  produce 

More  love  to  thee,  and  less  to  earth ; 
Oh,  sanctify  his  life  and  death/ 

m 

Thou  God  who  gav'st  my  infant  birth* 

i 

43. 

Thou  saw'st  the  evil  yet  to  come, 
And  thou  hast  kindly  hous'd  my  boy, 

Far  from  the  blasting  winds  and  storms, 
In  realms  of  everlasting  joy. 
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44. 

fes,  thou  hast  sent  thine  angels  dowji, 
To  bear  him  upward  to  the  skies ; 

ly  loss,  his  gain. '.'  He  wears  a  crown, 
And  triumphs  in  the  glorious  prize  ! 

45. 

« 

11  mourn  him  not,  he's  gone  to  Heav'n, 
And  bows  to  beckon  "  Father,  come, 
Earth  is  a  wretched,  tiresonfe  place,  . 
"  Thy  Saviour  calls  thee  to  His  home ! 

46. 

Weep  not  for  me,  I  rest  in  peace, 

"  Where/ Saints  and  Angels  sing  above ; 

■ 
« 

Where  sin  and  sorrow  cannot  dwell,' 
"  But  all  is  purity  and  love. 
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.47. 

"  Ceate;  fondeit  Mother*  4ft>wn*d  it  wcfe-* 
"  6  cease  to  raolirn  thy  child  as  dead; 

"  He  liv£a-**heliYes  in  glofry  tiew,   /  . 
"  And 'ail  his  pains  'and  griefs  are  fled* 

.48. 

'"  Prepare  td  meet  him  I    Boon  a  voice 
"  WiUeall  thee»  too,  thrji'  death's  dark  ilk 

"  Prepare,  my  Mother !  follow  .me* 
"  On  Jordan's  beach  thy  steps  HI  hall." 

'      -  49. 

\ 

Thanks,  dearest  boy ;  but  more  to  thee* 
Eternal  thanks,  O  God,  be  giy'ttj 

For  thoii  hast  taught  my.  soul  to  praise* 
And  sent  an  afttej3&stof  Heaven; 
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50. 

•  * 

* 

L  little  longer,  Lord,  fll  work, 
And  tell  thy  love,  blest  Jesus*  here ; 
[lien,  then,  triumphant  join  my  child — 

My  (GloD  DRY  UP  BACH  tfAN&'ttitiG  "TEAR. 


51. 

The  trumpet  sounds!  the  day  is  come! 

My  fam'ly  hastes  to  dwell  abov£  ; 
Behold  in  me  thy  blood-bought  son, 

AND  tAKE  THE  CHILDREN  OF  THY  LOVE* 


THE  END. 


/   . 


> 


HYMNS 


SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 


Will  thou  not  from  Out  time  eijr,  ■*  'Fatter,  thou  art  Ihe  fttiA  rf  f 

youth.  Jer.  ill. 


Almighty  J*m,tu*  descend. 

Display  thyself  iby  Children's  friend, 
Help  nic  hear,  and  praise,  and  pray, 
And  bless  the  duties  of  this  day. 


Oh,  may  cadi  Child  rece'we  rich  Grac 
And  .ksii's  bright  example  trace  :• 
ills  person  love,  his  cross  endure. 
And  everlasting  life-ensure  I 

Thua  Lord  our  various  effbrta  crown, 
And  send  thy  richest  blessings  down 
Then  clou*!  of  incense  shell  arise, 
Thro'  Christ  our  glorious  sacrifice. 


NOW  let  our  souls  unite  to  raise 
Sweet  Anthems  to  the  God  of  Grace, 

Who  o'er  this  island  rules ; 
DistinguiiK'd  mercies  bless  our  land, 
An*  iuoumhui  fly  M  Gsi'i  command 

To  hail  our  Sunday  Schools. 
While  foreign  lauds  are  drench'd  will 

hlood 
And  superstition's  rolling  flood, 

The  human  mind  befools; 


0«r  Country,kept  hy  Mii'ieis*  W 
"*er  rising  generations  bless 
With  lib'ial  Sunday  Schooli. 

Great  God  !  we  praise  thy  ■■ 

Oh  haste  and  cVry  cloud  LOMlq 
it  o'er  our  Children  rules; 


Dear  Lord,  reveal  thy  lovely  H 

at  Bethel's  Pool ; 

Oh,  rosy  our  God  each  Child  en 

And  sanctify  this  School. 

Come  H«ly  Ghost,  the  Teachert  I 
To  point  our  feet  the  wa 
[id  when  ihy  servants  coin 
«  Lord  teach  our  souls  ti 

rhus*hileonearth,we'llce — 
n  DearFsther,  Lord  and  MM 

And  when  to  Hcav'n  our  soulsfhi 
Thy  triumphs  we'll  attend. 


Price  Oik  Penn& 


SAIIiOJft'S  liETTEIt. 

...       '       •  .■      ••  '     ''  f  ;.    '." 

THE  following  lines  aire  peculiarly  interesting,  at 
fey  were,  written  by  a  common  Sailor,  on  board  His 
Majesty^  ^hip  St.  George  of  98  guns,  $  short  time 
previous  to  the  fatal  wreck  of  that  ship  on  the  coast 
tf  Denmark,:  yy\*en  nearly  •  800  men  and  officers 
perisljed— ^mong ,  whom  was .  the  pious  writer  '  of 
«•  Letter.  .        ^. .  /     A 

Hi*  Majesty's  Ship,  St  Georpe,  Bono  Bey, 
Coast  of  Sweden>  July  1811.  , 

DjbarSir,  ..  --   ; 

I  TAKii  this  opportunity,  of  letting 
joji  know  that  I  received,  your  kind  letter,  dated  the 
13th  of  May,  and  am  very  thankful  to  hpar  of  your 
Jfttiety  about  the  souk  of  men :  1  hope  and  pray  that 
the  Lord  will  so  bless  your  Jabours,  that  whilst,  you, 
*fe  fishing  for  men  you  mtfy  meet  with  a  remarkable 
draught  of  immortal  souls*  I  believe  I  can  say  of 
you  as  the  Apostle  said  of  himself,  that  you  would 
do  all  things  that  are  lawful  to 'gain  some?  but  I  kn$>w 
Aat  "  Neither  is  he  ttibt  planteth  any  thing,  nor.  ftV 
that  watereth  anything,  but  God  that  giveth  the  in- 
crease ;J>  therefore  we  must  give  all. the  glory,  to  God, 
rho  bath  made  his  Apostles  and  Ministers  of  the  Gos- 
pel to  differ  from  others,  and  likewise  bis  whole.Chureh  , 
o  differ  from  the  world.  •  This  often  makes,  me  think 
am  not  a  child  of  God,  because  I  .find  my  mind  so 
worldly,  so  vain,  abd  so  full  of  sin.,  Ah!  Sir,  those. 
ins  I  pray  most  against  often  assault  me  before  I  fywe 


*■'»■■■»'»■■   ■  ■  ■       ■■    »i  ■ «(_. 


PUBI8H&}   ifrtt 

F.  Wj&ttBYjStationirs'-court,  afld  D.  box,  Coiaafcreial-rofcd^ 


»  ♦.'  1 


i  &y-  v,vr.." 


done  prayer.  I  can  say  this  by  exponents  "  That 
fe  not  in  man  that  walketh,  to  direct  his  si'eps;"  b 
"  Cdrrect  roe,  O  Lord,  in  judgment  not  in  anger,  1< 
thou  t)rW*gw$t»?P^naH"  surd?  I  know  thavt  , 

"  Something  yet  can  do  the  deed, 
"  And  thai  fimr  mmr  thing,  Jtaed,  I  need. 
"  Thy  Spirit  can  from  dross  refine, 
•  "  And  moire  and  melt  (his  heart  of  mine.11 

'*  Dear  Sir,  you  asked  me  many  solemn  question 

in  your  last  kind  letter,  which  I  will  now  answer  vitl 

as  miich  seriousness  and  truth  as  I  can. 

.    First, — You  asked  if  I  saw  my  own  insufficiency! 

Yes,  Sir;    I  have  seen  this  from  Ay  youth — and  I 

know  that  if  my  sins  were  all  forgiven  from  the  daj 

of  my  birth  to  this  day,  I  should  commit  enough  befort 

to-morrow,    to  send  my  soul  to  hell,  unless  the  p# 

doning  blood  of  Christ  was  ready  to  blot  out  the  band] 

writing  against  me.  | 

*  Secondly.-*- If  I  had  never  sinned  since  I  was  bo 

I  must  then  be  washed  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  f< 

wAs    born  in  sin  and  shapeii   in  iniquity — and  yi 

know-  Sir,  there  is  no  admittance  into  the  Holiest 

411,  without  the  shedding  of  blood.     '  | 

.T7«n%.-*Jf  I  had  been  born  as  pure  as  Adam  ^ 

created,  and  still  remained  so  until' this  day,  I  coiil 

not  have  merited  heaven,  but  it  must  have  been  a  fi 

gift— for  if  I  keep  every  law  of  my  country,  I 

Seep  myself  'from  punishment*— the  king  will  upt  gi^ 

me^his  crown ;  then  surely  it  is  a  free  gift— if  ever^ 

are  saved  it  is  by  Grace. — Yo^i  ask  me  if  I  can  see  l 

sufficiency  of  the  Saviour  ?     Yes,  Sir,  I   can  se«j 

•  Christ  a    suitable  and  sufficient  Saviour  to  all 

*  people — for  though  I  am  weak,  he  is  strong — tho 

they  are  sinful  he  can  clothe  them  with  his  righ 

ftess — and  though  they  be  filthy,  he  cau  wash  tl 

wftff'his   blood.     Yet,  though  I  have   viewed 

stfclTa" precious "6a vtuur,  can  I  say  he  is  mine? — 1 

"  *d  to  say,  Yes — J  dure  not  say  he  is  imwill' 


beciitte  lie.bds  toiw^d  ibatlie'll cast  out  ridttc  that  <idroe 
to  IiimH-aod  he  ia  a  God  that  cannot  lie*: ,  O  !  he  is 
willing,  hut  I  am  not  willing:— Ah,  Sir>  you  know"  the 
vilest  reprobate  would  be  willing  to  be  saved  from 
hell— but  ami  willing  to  fortsake  atl,  and  follow  Christ. 
—It  is  said  "  He  that  loveth  the  wofld,  the  love  of  the 
Father  is  not  in  him,"  .  I  do  not  wish  to. love  it,  but 
alas,  I  find  myself  too  much  inclined  to  its  allurements 

and  vanities. Dear  Sir,  you  asked  me,  If  rl  loved 

Christ,  his  Word,  aqd  fyis  People  ?  Surely  1  lov$  his 
People  and  wish  I  was  like  them.  I  love  his  Word, 
and  all  religious  books  more  than  all  the  novels  that 
were  ever  written— but,  Do  I  love  Christ  above  all } 
This  is  a  question  I  often  put  to  myself;  but  how  can 
I  say  yes,  when. I  so  often  grieve  his  holy  Spirit,  and 
&nd  my  heart  is  not  with  him  ?  Alas,  my  heart  is 
leceitful  above  all  things,  and  desperately  wicked— 
Who  can  know  it?— None  but  a  heart-searching 
jod.  My  sins  often  make  me  to  stagger,  and  cry  Qut 
rith  David,  "  Preserve  me,  O  Lord,  for  I  am  ready 
(  perish  !"  but  in  the  midst  of  all  my  fear,  these  words 
n  Ezekiai  encouraged  me  greatly,  where  God  says, 
f  1  will  seek  out  my  sheep  wherever  they  are  driven, 
a  the  dark  and  cloudy  day — I  will  seek  that  which 

*  lost  and  bring  again  that  which  is  driven  away— 
«d  I  will  make  a  Covenant  of  Peace  with  them,  and 
ause  the  evil  beast  to  come  out  of  the  land." .  Oh ! 
bay  the  Lord  hear  my  prayer,  and  make  a  Covenant 
»f  Peace  with  my  soul,  and  cause  my  evil  thoughts 
o  cease  out  of  my  heart,  for  they  are  evil  beasts  that 
lestroy  the  peace  of  my  soul. 

Dear  Sir,  if  you  can  give  me  any  encouragement, 

shall  be  thankful— for  I  can  trust  to  your  faithful-. 

less,  that  you  will  not  say  there  is  peace,  w.hea  there 

*  do  peace.  May  the  Lord  enable  you  to  send  us  a 
rord  in  season.  All  my  brethren  on  board  who  love; 
nr  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  desire  to  be  remembered  in 
our  prayers,  and  in  the  prayers  of  all  the  Lord's 
eople  on  shore,  who  feel  concerned  for.  poor  sailors. 


tftbj  thfl  pious  muweiftioriof  his  newnste,  and  ap- 

pom  truly  iret^red  t«  aet  like  bim  .who  declared 


"  If  on  my  head,  for  thy  dear  bob 
"  Sname'and  reproachem  be— 


;.  Often  do  Iweep  over  tbe-mpkedness  on  board  it 
St;  George;  and  cry-,  "  O  that  ray  poor  deprawd 
shipmates  did  But  know  the  things  that  belong  w 
their  peace,  at  least  in  this  their  day,  before  theybt; 
hid  from  tbeireye !"  '  ~  fT' 

"  But  feeble  my  companion  prores, 

"  Andean  butweep  where  most  it  lovtw— - 

"  Thy  own  all,saving  atm  employ, 

"  And  turn  tboie  drops  of  grief  to  jay" 

K  1  trust  if  we  are  not  soon  ordered  home  you  wil 

|1  write  by  the  first  packet  for  the  Baltic* , 

.,  .            ■  ,'ij.l  remain,.           , 

,  -'' ,    Your  poor  brother-follower  of  Jesus, 

I!  '-;.ISAAC  KING. 

TOtihtReo.  G.  aSmitk,y    .,      .. 

j  ,  Penzance,  Cornwall,     -f          :    / 

.  *  A.  letter  waa  written  in  reply,  hut  before  it  reached^ 
Kajlic  the  Ship  was  wrecked,  and  tl&  hand  that  penned  4 
above  was  cold  in  death !   '      ..      '        . 


■  *»*  The  Minister  to  whom  this  Letter  was  directed 
will  estcoK*  it  a  most  gratifying  "privilege  to  he* 
frdm  any  Sailor  who  is  desirous  of  making  inquirie 
respecting  the  Salvation  of  his  Son),  and  the  ReligW 
of  tht:  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


;  H.  hensleg.  Holt  Court,  tJtct  SlrtiU 
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PART   FIRST, 


Thb  insular  sitatttidti  6f  <*tjeat  Britain,  as  well  as  the 
experience  of  age*,  ins  established  the  important  fa*< 
that  her  m&ritvhefbrce  is  her  Aief  strength  \  Tfie  fote- 
reignty  she  has  obtained  on  the\>cean,  and, tile  trrompfc 
her  fleets  hate  achieved^  seem  toN  justify  ifce  grand  a* 
tiona?  choru^'  **  Britanhiu  rules  the  wqef 

Phrtid  of  her  noble  Kst  of  Admirals,  she  exfebit*  tb» 
trophies  of  tier  R*im*Yr  Kbfpex,  HoWb,  IXfNcriy, 
Nelso*/,-  CdtxmGWoOD,  atfd  E*mo0Th,  and  ^rbtlai* 
from  pote  to  pole  her  bold  and  patriotic  dee&atM 
*  B+m$  ntott  vitl  be  slaves," 

3ut  who  are  Britons}  A  sinful  people.  .  And  w»* 
is  Britannia,  but  a  country;  or  die  gehius  of  a  cbuntrj 
w^eoe  si*  abound^  f  but  which  Jehovah,  in  boundM 
titerey,  has  raised  to  the  i  highest  pitch  of  hum* 
glory;  not  to  gratify  national  pride,  or  merely  *j 
place  its  guiltg  inhabitants  above  their  fellow-sin 
of  other  countries,  but  for  wise  arid  gracious  purp 
connected  *tth  the  salvation  of  the  vtofld,  an 
imperishable  hoftottrs  of  the  Messiah.  In  this 
thfe  Btitfeft  ChrkHdn  earieatytibt*  St.  Vftceiif  s, 
perdown,-  JWxwiir  Bay,  £operifcagen,~  Trafalgar 
-  Algiers :  and,  confident  that  #e  got  not  those  Tic 


if  our  &tm  sword  j  iieittier  did  our  own  arfci  save  its  ; 
he  ejclaitns', 

« O  Ctod,  TK?  firiri  w#  faer*  J 
And  not  to  us,  birt  to  Thy  aha  alone 
Ascribe  we  aU/' 

.Eng&ni  affer  W  toany  sanguinary  attests*  *e* 
|  poses  for  a  white  in  peace ;  and  a*  "  tpoodqn  wallf* 
are  a  poor  defence  for  a  nation,  if  Ichabod  can  be 
inscribed  on  her  .banners,  proclaiming  her  glory  is 
departed*  anjl  the  favour  of  heaven  removed,  let  Eng- 
lishmen studiously  enquire,  wjiat  is  the  best  defence  of 
their  country,  In  times  of  great  calamity? 

*'  ftnvejr  is  strength  j"  and  if  ri  power  to  prevail 
With  God*'  be  the  greatest  strength* /then  every  method 
to  secrire  that  "  power '  is  worthy  of  the  first  attention 
Qf  the  Merchant,  the  Patriot,  and  the  Statesman.— 
u  tVhat  is  .thy  name?"  said  a  mighty  angel  to  a 
distressed  stepherd.*--"  Jacob,"  And  he/ said,  "  thy 
same  shall  be  called  no  more  Jacob,  but  Israeli  for  as 
a  Prince  hast  thpu  pouter,  with  God,  and  with,  men, 
and  Ijast  prevailed."— "  Juet  me  alone,"  said,  the 
Almighty  to  Moses,  alluding  to  his  prayers.  Moses 
continued  praying,  Jehovah  graciously  suffered  himself 
to  be  overcome,  and  the  nation  was  saveji.  "  Pray>'* 
said  a  Galilean  sailor,  called  of  Immanuei  to  be  an 
Apostle,  "  Pray  one  for  another."—"  The  effectual 
fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  availeth  much." 
Eiiasj  was  a  v\an  subject  to  like  passions  as  we  are,. 
and  he  prayed,  earnestly  that  it  might  not  rain ;  and  it 
rained  not  on  the  earth  by  the  space  of  three  years  and 
six  months :  -and  he  prayed  again  and  the  heavens  gave 
fab,  and  u  the  earth  brought  forth  her  fruit."  Thus 
the  sacred  oracles,  which  England  is  now  sendirtg  to.  •, 
the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  declare,  that  humble, 
peni^entk,  feryent  prayer,  through  the  atonement  arid 
merit  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  has  "  power  with  God 
and  with  man,  and  prevails."  This  then  is  Britain's 
fat  bulwark;  and  while  engineers  plan,  and  men  of 
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scientific  research  advise,  and  statesmen  adopt,  those 
plans,  which  may  best  become  us/ as  the  only  means 
that  hunren  ingenuity  and  power  can  oppose  to  the 
future  assaults  of  invading  torrents;  let  the  British 
bedeemed  church,  as,  one  vast  body  of  regenerate  and 
established  Believers  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ y  forgetting 
minor  distinctions,  unite,  to  cultivate  that  spirit  of 
prayer,  which  Jehovah  is  now  pouring  down  on  the  sea- 
men  of  this  country . 

The  Imperial  Senate  has  heard  the  warning  voice 
among  her  noble  Lords,  and  collected  Commons,  and 
the  daily  papers  have  re-echoed  through  the  nation, 
"  Let  England  beware  how  she  reduces  her  navy  too 
low,  and  amidst  her  generous  attentions  to  the  military 
forces,  let' her  not  be  unmindful  of  her  Seamen,  for  her 
safety  at  last  must  depend  on  her  maritime  strength  :— 
€t  Some  trust  in  chariots  and  horses,  but  we  will 
remember  the  name  of  the  Lord.19  Grateful  to  every 
person  whom  God  employs  as  an  instrument  to  preserve 
this  blessed  land  of  civil  and  religious  freedom, — Let 
those  who  lovethe  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  who  know  the 
power  and  efficacy  of  prayer  j  encourage  and  stimulate 
the  progress  of  religion  among  our  neglected  seamen* 

British  ships  have  long  borne  our  flag  as  f  r  The 
floating  Hells  of  England;"  let  us  labour  to  make 
them  sanctuaries  for  God.  Surely  if  instruments  of 
war  are  to  become  implements  of  husbandry,  we  may 
hope  that  frigates,  line-of-battle  ships,  dock  yards, 
and  magazines,  shall  be  substituted  by  vessels  bearing1 
the  peaceful  commerce,  the  holy  scriptures,  and  the 
zealous  Missionaries  of  Britain,  to  the  uttermcj||barts 
of  the  earth.  The  Bible  affords  ground  for  the  moBr  san- 
guine expectations^  England,  respecting  the  prevalence 
of  piety,  and  the  fervor  of  prayer  among  her  seamen* 

Isaiah*,  with  the  most  sublime  and  Evangelic  views 
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*  Chapter  *lii< 


of  Messiah's  reign  among  the  Gentiles,  forgets  Cyrus 
the  Persian  Conqueror,  and  pours  forth  all  his  elo- 
quence on  the  future  progress  and  triumphs  x>f  the 
Redeemer  of  precious  souls,  the  glorious  Captain  of  out 
salvation.  He  first  introduces  the  Messiah  advancing 
to  his  great  work  of  redemption,  with  meekness,  but 
with  power.  ,  He  then  directs  us  to  Messiah's  unfold- 
ing his  divine  commission  from  the  Creator  of  all  . 
worlds,  that  he  might  be  "  a  light  for  the  Gentiles ; 
to  open  the  blind  eyes  $  to  bring  out  the  prisoners  from 
the  prison,  and  them  that  sit  in  darkness  out  of  the 
prison  house."  He  next  ratifies  and 'confirms  this 
commission,  by  the  solemn  decision  of  Deity,  to  de- 
stroy idolatry,  and  establish  his  own  glory  5  fend  after 
demanding  the  attention  of  the  world  to  prophecies 
already  accomplished,  he  announces  "  new  things 
before  they  spring  forth."  Wrapt  into  future  glory  by 
tbe  subject  of  his  vision,  the  Prophet  abruptly,  with 
a  burst  of  love  and  gratitude,  calls  forth  shouts  of 
praise  to  the  Redeemer,  from  villages,  rocks,  moun- 
tains, islands,  and  mariners.  Be  our  attention  fixed 
on  the  latter,  and  let  us  meditate  for. a  moment, on 
prophetic  language  i~ 

"  Sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song,  and  his  praise  from 
the  end  of  the  earth;  ye  that  go  down  to  the  sea9  and  all 
that  is  therein,  the  isles  and  the  inhabitants  thereof." 

Remarkable,  and  worthy  of  the  utmost  attention, 
are  these  words,  uttered  in  the  most  glowing,  animated' 
and  affectionate  style.  Our  first  attention  is  necessarily1 
arrested  by  an  idea,  which  forms  a  prominent  feature 
of  this  interesting  passage  5  viz. 

THE   CONVERSION  OF  SAILORS 

was  a  subject  of  prophetic  inspiration  ! 

u  Ye  that  go  down  to  the  sea"  is  a  mode  of  expression 
similar  to  the  English  word,  sailors,  that  both  names 


1     ■    • 

and  ({escribes  th$  occupation  of  the  persons 
if  refers'.  The  phraseology  of  the  Jcms^'mi 
beautifully  descriptive :-»-'« They  that  go  flov 
sea  in  ships/  that  ao  business  ih  great  waters, 
circumstances  combine  to  assure  us,  tfcat  sean 
countries  are  intended  here.  But,  while  belie 
Jehovah's  purposes  \4rili  be  ac,pouip|isheq!,  in 
tjon  of  foreigners,  pious  Englishmen,  ne\ 
Cannot  avoid  concluding,  that  thiq  ljoly  vision 
ardeht  language,  had  special  language  to  tjie 

The  prophet  was  povf  in  Judea,  a{  the  he 
Mediterranean  sea.  Run  the  eye  dpwii  the 
Europe  and  Africa  to  tjie  Gut  of  Gibraltar, 
tvard 'by  the  Spanish  and  ^reiich 'coasts,  and 
a  look  across  the  Clfanne}  to  tljis  Northern  he 
and  it  will  appear  what  the  Prophet  prpnour 
end  of  \ he  earth."  Consider  its  broken  a? 
situation,  and  it  will  accord  with  his  words, 
%  and  the  inhabitants  thereof, if  and  hjs  subse 
monition,  *'  Let  them  giv^  glor^  unto  the  , 
Awlam  vhis  praise  In  thft  iilt4nds.M  Cora] 
things  with  the  wonderful  works  of  God  a 
isles  of  Britain ;  the  Evangelical  Societies  fh 
and  the  Exertions  thai  he*  inhabitants  are  noi 
through  the  mediuin  of  Commerce  and  C 
evange"ike  the  ^orld,  and  then  look  io  th 
God  going  forward  among  sailors,  and  w« 
hesitate  t6  conclude,  tiifjtt',  at  least,  British  \s 
British  islands  we^  included' in  ihp  siibjinj 
platjoris  of  the  !pr6pnet.  and  the^dmne  ii 
Of  the  H?ly  6host  ^  !1  '  "  tiif  v"  ' 

Such,  we  presume,  were  the  persons  bel 
p  objects  pf  Almighty  mercy.  Notice  the$ 
sion.  Are  sailors  to  "  ©ing  t|*is  new  son 
demption  by  Christ  Jesus  >  The  saifors 
*r  called  by  grace,"  ana*  made  "  new  a 
Christ  JesusV^ >y  na^re  t^ev have'tio  fa*j 


r 

WW^Sf  ?Wrrti#  name  of  Chrjst  if  not  used  fell 
them  put  in  blasphemy.  They  are  not  sensible  Qf  theflr 
common  obligations  to  God  for  his  providential  care; 
Over  them  j  and  when  brought  on  shore  to  tfreir  p'esirefl 
haveq,  after  the  sto^m,  they  wallow  in  sin,  and  harden^ 
each  other  in  rebellion  against  Qod.  "  Old  things. 
therefore,  must  pass  away,an<f  all  things  become  Hew, 
As  impenitent  sinners,  they  "  know  not  the  Lord,  nor 
wpi  they  obey  him  :"  they  "  know  not  Christ,  nor  the. 
power  or  his  resurrection :"  Christ  must  therefore  69 
preached  qnto  them.  ''How  shall  they  hear  without 
a  preacher } "  The  preaching  of  Christ  is  the  revela- 
tion of  Christ  $  anfl  where  Christ  is  preached,  the  If  oly 
Ghost  is  promised  to  apply  the  subject  to  the  Jieart, 
that  Christ  Jesus  may  become  the  wisdom,  pf  God  anjj 
the  power  of  God  unto  t|ie  soul. 

This  grqat  and  effectual  work  of  conversion  \s  pro- 
mised by  the  Almighty.  "  A  new  heart'  will  f  give 
you;  and  a  new  spirit  will  I  put  within  you  j  arid  \  tyiti 
iaki  away  the  stony  heart  from  out  of  your  flesh,  an<J 
J  will  give  yodalieart  of  flesh,  and  ye.  shall  be  my 
people  and  1  will  be  your  God."  Divine  grace  wi§ 
|>erfonn  all  this,  through  "  Jesus  the  Mediatqr  of  the 
new  covenant/'  who  opens  "  a  new  and  livipg  way  into 
the  holiest  of  all  by  his  own  blood.*'  Thus  interested 
in  the  precious  atonement  of  "  the  New  Testament, 
sailors  shall,  according  to  the  promise  of  the  Saviour. 
**  speak  with  new  tongues.,"  and  be  capable,  of  singing 
this  new  gospel  song,  as  the  Prophet  predicts.  David^ 
In  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  beheld  with  rapture  this 

§'  lorious  event  5  and,  elevated  to  the  highest  pitch  of 
evotioh  by  the  assurance  of  Messiah's  triumphs  over 
landsmen  and  seamen,  he  cried,  "  Q  sing  unto  tho 
Lord  a  new  song,  for  he  hath  done  marvellous  things  $ 
his  right  hand  and  his  holy  arm  hath  gotten  him  the 
victory.  The  Lord  bath  made  known  his  salvation, 
all  the  ends  qf  the  earth  have  seen  the  salvation  of  ouf 
pod.  Let  the  sea  roar,  and  the  fulness  thereof*  1  the 
world  and  tjiey  thai  dwell  therein."     Ah  emfaeri} 
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writer  .well  observes  on  this—"  Sing  a  most  excellent 
gong/ the  best  song  you  have  5  let  the  song  of  Christ's 
love  be  like  Solomon's  on  that  subject ;  a  song  of  songs. 
A  song  of  praise  for  redeeming  love  is  a  new  song 5 
such  a  song  as  had  not  been  sung  before ;  for  this  is  a 
mystery  which  was  hid  for  ages  and  generations.   Con- 
verts sing  a  new  song  very  different  from  what  they 
had  sung ;  they  change  their  ways,,  and  change  their 
joy,  and  therefore  no  wonder  they  change  their  note. 
If  the  grace  of  God  puts  a  new  heart  into  our  breasts, 
it  will  also  put  a  new  «6ng  into  our  mouths.    In  ftie 
new  Jerusalem  there  will  be  new  songs  that  will  be 
new  to  all  eternity."     Look  again  at  this  prophecy  of 
Isaiah,  and  we  shall  discover  from  its  very  complexion, 
that   The   conversion  of  sailors  (being*  the   design  of 
Heaven,   and  the  subject  of  prediction,)  will  form  a 
most  prominent  part  of  Messiah's  glory.    Bear  in  mind 
also,  that  we  have  a  special  reference  here  to  bbitisr 
sailors.    Joy  and  praise  are  invariably  united  in  the 
operations  of  divine  grace  5  and  the  same  prophet,  who 
directs  sailors  to  "  sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song," 
adds,  "  and  his  praise  from  the  end  of  the  earth.1* 
Jehovah  in  his  wrath  against  idols,  had  previously  de- 
clared, "  I  ana  the  Lord,  that  is  my  name  5  ana  my 
glory  will  I  not  give  unto  another."    And  when  the 
prophet  had  subsequently  invited  "  the  wilderness,  the 
cities,  the  villages  of  Kedar,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
rock,"  to  unite  in  this  joy  at  the  Messiah's  reign,  he 
concludes,  "  let  them  shout  from  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tains :  let  them  give  glory  unto  the  Lord  j  and  declare 
his  praise  in  the  islands."    The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  must 
be  tr  exalted,  extolled,  and  very  high."   Unto  his  name 
every  knee  must  bow  $  and  sailors,  it  should  seem,  will 
have  no  small  share  in  advancing  the  mediatorial  glory 
of  the  Son  of  God.    Reflect— 

First,  on  the  tribe  of  Zebulon.  When  the  patriarch 
%cob  lay  on  his  death-bed,  he  was  filled  with  the 
Spirit  of  prophecy,  and  distinctly  stated  what  should 
be  the  lot  of  each  of  his  twelve  sons  and  their  posterity. 


Inspired  by  the  Holy  Ghost  he  appointed  one  tribe  to 
become  resident  on  the  coast  of  Judea,  that  when  the 
promised  land  of  Canaan  was  possessed,  they  might  be 
the  hardy  inhabitants  of  the  sea-shore,  and  the  men 
who  should  "  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships."  "  Zebulon 
shall  dwell  at  the  haven  of  the  sea,  and  he  shall  be  for 
an  haven  of  slnps".    This  was  fulfilled,  when,  two  or 
three  >  hundred  years  after,  the  land  of  Canaan  was 
divided  by  lot;  and  "  the  borders  of  Zebulon  went  up 
toward  the  sea"     Had  they  chosen  their  lot  them- 
selves, or  Joshua  appointed  it,  we  might  have  supposed 
,  it  done  with  design  to  make  Jacob's  words  good ;  but 
being  done  by  lot,  it  appears  that  that  was  divinely 
disposed,  and  Jacob  divinely  inspired.     The   lot  of 
God's  providence  exactly  agrees  with  the  plan  of  God's 
counsel,  like  a  true  copy  of  the  original.    If  prophecy 
says,  "  Zebulon  shall  be  a  haven  of  ships,"  providence 
will  so  plant  him.     Wherever  our  lot  be  cast,  let  us 
endeavour  to  be  useful.    "  If  Zebulon  dwell  at  the 
haven  of  the  sea,  let  him  be  for  an  haven  of  ships.'* 
This  is  the  first  mention  in  scripture  of  sailors  being 
the  objects  of  special  grace  and  over-ruling  providence. 
The  tribe  of  Zebulon  in  the  economy  of  God,  is  to  be 
viewed  as  toe  sailor's  tbibe  ;   and  there  are  many 
things  concerning  it  which  evidence  the  favour  of  God 
to  seafaring  men.    When  Moses  prophetically  blessed 
the  various  tribes  he  had  conducted  to  the  borders  of 
Canaan,  concerning  the  sailors*  tribe,  it  is  recorded, 
"  and  of  Zebulon  he  said,    rejoice  Zebulon  in    thy 
going  out :  They  shall  call  the  people  unto  the  moun- 
tains, there  they  shall  offer  sacrifices  of  righteousness; 
for  they  shall  suck  of  the  abundance  of  the  seas,  and 
of  treasures  hid  in  the  sand"    The  first  sentence  of 
this  prediction  is  full  of  mercy  to  sailors.    Zebulon 
is  to  rejoice  when'  going  out,  and  godly  seamen  may 
rejoice  when  they  sail  from  port,  because  the  Lord  will 
go  with  them,  and  bless  them  in  their  going  out  and 
coming  in  from  this  time  forth  and  for  evermore.    A 
learned  writer  remarks  on  this  scripture,  that  the  tribe 
of  Zebulon  "  shall  be  serviceable  to  the  honour  of  God 
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and  the  interests  of  religion  ia  their  nation,—'  JPfcai 

ie&fie  of  the  Lord/  wttctf  If  odes  {Bresaw  should  ti 
itailt  updn  a  mountain*  'Remarkable  are?  the  word* 
6f  tiia  kartied  and  jirous  !  berson,  '  and  jrett  Worthy 
attention,.*  Seamen  ^  rrbti  JSebulon  stall  m^ne  other! 
^p  his  Service  j  they  shall  riroprpte  ^fieiV  ac^uamtaric* 

S rid' commerce  with  the  neighbouring  nations,  to  whoitf 
Hey^Oont  for1  tWaf  noble  purjpfo^;ti  propa&a'te  re- 
frgiou  among  fheni,  and  bring  t&em  to  the  worsirip  of 
God."  It  were f  tfeJfc  if  toe  enlargement  6f  ^riide  wrflr 
j^reign  countries  nilgHt  rbe  made  to  contribute  WtWS 


__  _,_ f  _  .  ftey  Wta#  o/fer  sacrifices  6fri#kU 

epitsness.'  They  shall  not  send  others  to  the  terhple, 
and'  stajrat  tome  themselves,  Under  pretence  that  they 
cannot  leave  their'  business :  'but  when  they  stir  up 
otters  to  go  speedily  to  pray  lefofe  the  Lord,  th^'shaU 
sdyi  we  "will  go  also,  as  it  is  predicted.— -^ZecK.  tHI. 
2?;  It  fe  here '  then  positively  asserted1  by  the  Horjr 
Spirit,  that  the  sailors  of  Zebulon  shaft  trade  tb 'vurlbtltf 
cO\ihtriek ;' that  tfiey  shaft  carry  rteligidii  With  tlittrj} 
and  that  they  sha^  be  active  and  zealous  hi  press^g 
others  into  the* wars  of  God.  :  Jfelibvah 'therefore  de- 
signed sailors  to  be  Eminent  instruments  nTfhe  world 
for  the  advancement  of  his  glory.    Th£  success  of  such 

efcerdrjn&'is  predittfeS a^sdi'  asft\ppedrs to1  many,  ihat 
this  is  ^°  &"*^'"$  *i*<a-  <m  <~.«L~~  nf  -4k+  ik+i.. 

of  the 
bring!) 

Isaiah  S.  5.  r"  The  abundance  bf  ifie  sed  shall  be  con- 
veried unto  thee':*9  and*  in  verse rlG,  '4%  ThoU  shall  also 
suctitke  ihitk  of  the  Gentiles'.*  Some  have  imagined 
that  this  propnecy"  describes  the  commercial  prospe- 
rity odf  the  tribe  of  Zebtribn,  and  the  grateful  return 
tfcey  Will  rhaVe  tb  God.  These  sailors,  having  succeeded 
in  their  voyages,  shall,  on  their  arrival' id1  port,  go'up 
tcr  th^  Temple,  and  offer  sacrificed  ot'  righteousness ; 
tfaBk  they  shaft  ireient  to  God  the  appointed  sacr^ 


Sees  of  the  fow;,  *?  \tyv\  pfeto  wfl  tatiptyM*  qf 
leir  faith,  in  the  Messiah.  Tjra?  Hiey  would  c^pse^ratjj 
(heir  gain  unto  the  Lord,  and  ttjeir  substance  typto  ffea 
Lord  of  the  Whole  earth.  Tyre,  on  the  sa&e  cq&sI 
with  2ebu]on,  excelled  in  commercial  greatq^a  q|| 
the  nations  of  the  earth.  Her  ships  covered  the  o^eajgu 
|fer  sailors  were,  the  first  men  in  the  world  for_  skill 
and  intrepidity.  Her  merchants  were  the  priitesa  of 
(he  world,  t^ike  Britain,  she  had  her  thicfc  forestety 
harbours  and  her  naval  supremacy— fAe  harvest  of  (Ak 
fivers  was  her  revenue  i  and  she  teas  the  piart  of 
nations.  •  "  The  ships  of  Tarshish  did  sing  of  her  vk 
their  putrkeli,  and  she  was  replenished,  ajid  made  very 
glorious  in  the  midst  of  the  seas."  But  an  east-wind 
"  smote  the  pride  of  Tyrus,  and  she  perished  in  th& 
midst  of  her  seas."  Her  mariners  and  her  pilots  cam** 
down  from  their  ships,  and  cried,  bitterly  sbpttting 
their  lamentations, — "  What  city  is  like  Tyrus,  like 
the  destroyed  in  the  midst  of  the  seas."  Yet  Piviae. 
Mercy  predicted  her  restoration,  after  a  captivity  o£ 
70  years,  and  Jehovah  determined,  that  the  future  gain. 
0/  Tyrian  commerce  should  b$  devoted  to  the  support 
of  his  cause  and  the  glory  of  his  name.  "  And  her 
merchandize  and  her  hire  shall  be  holiness  tq  the 
Lord:  it  shall  not  be  treasured  or  laid  up;  for  her 
merchandize  shall  be  for  them  that  dwell  before  the 
Lord,  to  eat  sufficiently,  and  for  durable  cloathing." 
Very  remarkable  are  these  words,,  and  they  must  cer- 
tainly look  farther  than  Tyre.  It  is  highly  probable 
that  when  Cyrus,  by  proclamation,  released  the  J«wa 
from  Babylon,  that  he  permitted  the  Tynans  also  tq! 
return  to  their  own  land,  whom  Nebuchadnezzar  car- 
ried away  about  the  same  time  that  he*  destroyed  Jeru- 
salem. The  70  years  captivity  of  Tyre  had  done, 
good  ;  the  people  were  more  disposed  to  serve  God  : 
for  our  Lord  declares,  "  Woe  unto  thee  Cfcorazinaiut 
Bethsajda,  for  if  the  mighty  works  whicty  were  done  in 
you  had  been  done  in  Tyre  and  Sidon,  they  would  have 
repented  long  ago  in  sackloth  and  ashes."  The  pro- . 
phecv  concerning  the  seqmenj  of  which  tfcf  Tjrian  po* 


12 

nidation  consisted,  has  been  partially  accomplished. 
The  gospel  of  Christ  reached  Tyre  after  his  resurrec- 
tion ;  some  of  her  sefemen  most  probably  heard  it  at 
Jerusalem,  or  on  the  coast  of  Zebulon,  and  carried  it 
to  their  families.  Paul,  in  his  voyages  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, as  Luke  informs  us,  "  finding:  "a  ship  at 
Patora,  went  aboard,  sailed  toward  Phenicia,  passed 
Cyprus  on  the  left,  and  landed  at  Tyre  ;  for  there  the 
ship  was  to  unload.  And  finding  disciples  there, "  they 
spent  a  week  with  them,  and  staid  over  one  Lord's  day 
that  they  might  break  bread  together."  These  pious 
sailors  and  their  families  seemed,  according  to  the  pre- 
dictions, fully  disposed  to  do  all  they  could  for  Christ 
and  his  Ministers.  Luke  adds,  "  And  when  we  had 
accomplished  those  days,  we  departed  and  went  our 
way;  and  they  all  brought  us  on  our  way,  with  wives 
and  children,  till  we  were  out  of  the  city,  and  we  kneeled 
down  on  the  shore  and  prayed.  And  when  we  had 
token  our  leave  fene  of  another,  we  took  ship ;  and  they 
returned  home  again."  How  admirably  had  the  sea- 
men of  Tyre  trained  up  their  wives  and7  children  to 
shew  respect  unto  the  servants  of  the  Most  High  God  lt 
Some  refer  us  to  PSalm  the  45th,  v.  12.  "  The  daugh- 
ter of  Tyre  shall  be  therewith  a  gift:99  for  it  is  pro- 
bable that  they  made  some  presents  to  Paul  at  parting, 
qs  is  usual  to  our  friends  that  are  going  to  sea,  and  as 
the  inhabitants  of  the  island  pf  Melita  did,  when  Paul, 
after  his  shipwreck  on  that  isle,  sailed  on  board  the 
Castor  and  Pollux  of  Alexandria.  They  "  honoured 
lis,"  says  the  sacred  historian,  "with  many  honours,  and 
when  we  departed,  they  laded  us  with  such  things  as 
were  necessary."  Many  years  after  this,  ecclesiastical 
history  informs  us,  Christianity  nourished  in  Tyre,  but 
the  population  was  so  inconsiderable,  and  the  church 
so  obscure,  that  this  prophecy,  like  the  prediction  con- 
cerning the  liberality,  the  disinterestedness,  and  tfo 
noble  zeal  of  t)ie  seamen  of  Zebulon,,  certainly  directs 
to  some  more  distant  ages,  and  extended  efforts  for  the 
divine  honour.  Admit  that  the  prophecy  of  Tyre  had 
an  ultimate  reference  to  some  .greqt  commercial  com> 
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try,  and  where  can  the  mind  fix'  so  appositely  as  on 
England,  whose  merchants,  captains,  and  seamen,  are, 
in  their  pious  exertions  and  benevolent  contributions, 
to  be  holiness  to  the  Lord  :  yes,  of  England  we  will 

Say,  HER  MERCHANDIZE  AND  HSR  HIRE  SHALL  BE  HOLI- 
NESS to  the  lord  :  it  shall  not  be  treasured  nor 
laid  vp :  for.  her  merchandize  shall  he  for  them  that 
dwell  before  ihe  Lord.  Then  shall  this  song  be  sung- 
throughout  Great  Britain,  "salvation  will  God v ap- 
point for  walls  and  bulwarks." 

Let  us  look  again  to  the  tribe  of  Zebulon.    The  early, 
predictions   concerning   these  sea-faring  people  were 
remarkably  accomplished.,  in  the  reformation  produced 
by  Hezekiah  the  king,  when  "the  posts,"  with  the 
royal  proclamation,  to  repent,  and  restore  the  passover,' 
€€  passed  from   city  to  city,  through  the  country  of 
Ephraim  and  Manassah,"  even  unto  Zebulon  the  ex- 
treme coast,  and  the  farthest  removed  from  the  temple. 
Thousands  in  other  tribes  "laughed  the  messengers  to 
scorn,  and  mocked  them.  Nevertheless  divers  of  Asher 
and.  Mannassah,  and  of  Zebulon,  humbled  themselves, 
and  came  to  Jerusalem,"  that,  as  Moses  prophesied, 
they  might  "  offer  the  sacrifices  of  righteousness."   But 
the  words  of  this  dying  Patriarch  seem  to  have  a  more 
extended  signification,  and  to  look  forward  even  to  the 
days  of  the  Messiah.     If  this  be  proved,  surely  the 
kindness,  the  mercy,  and  the  special  favour  of  Jehovah, 
to  sailors,  will  be  more  apparent  still.    Though  there 
were  some  places  in  this  tribe  which  were  made  famous 
in  the  Old  Testament,  especially  Mount  Carmel,  on 
which  the  memorable  trial  was  between  God  and  Baal, 
in  Elijah's  time,  yet.it  was  made  much  more  illustrious 
in  the  New  Testament  j  for  within  the  lot  of  this  tribe 
was  Nazareth,  where  our  Lord  Jesus  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  life ;  and  Mount  Tabor,  on  which  he  was 
transfigured.    The  lot  of  this  tribe  was  washed  by  the 
great  sea,  or  the  Mediterranean,  on  the  west,  and  by 
the  sea  of  Tiberias  on  the  east ;  so  that  25ftbulon  was 
truly  a  haven  of  ships  j  trading  ships  on  the  gr**  l«e&> 
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S$  feWag  8hb3  on  *h?  sea  of.  Galilee-  ancUj 
e  ports  of  iMtaln  arjd  the  adjacent cqasfc  by! 
^reatet*  part  of  the  2ebul6hjtes  must  have  had  cppcSj 
tfith  the  sea,  in  s dnie  way  like  the  people  of*  Cornwall, 
ftevori,  or  Sussex."  We  are  now  affirming  and  illiis- 
frating  the  peculiar  mefc'y  of  pur  God  to  sailor?,  find 


Zebulon  affprds  us  abundant  scope  for  remark  on 
tjiis  subject,     Jaqqb  and  Moses  Tiad  spolten   by  ths 
$pjrU  of  Goo*  concerning  tl^is   tribe/  as  consisting 
cbieffy  of  persons  whpse  hustaess  would  lie  on  the 
coast,  add  at  sea,  and  for  whom  the  Lord  designed 
the  greatest  mercies.     Isaiah  advances,  with  clearer 
light,   and  rnpre    no^le    discoveries,  respecting  this 
people.     Referring  to  their  former   calamities,    and 
alluding  tp  the  'f  trouble  a^d  darkness,  fliipness  and 
anguish,"  he  had  just  been  predicting,  he  exclaimed, 
"  Nevertheless,  the  dimness  shall  not  be  such  as  wan 
in  her  Vexation,  when  at  the  first  he  lightly  afflicted 
t^e  land  of  Zebulon  and  the  land  of  Naphtali.1'.    «  The 
people  that  walked'  in  darkness  have  seen -a  gre^t 
light :  they  \\\$\  dwe)V  1Q  the  land  of  the;  shadow  of 
death,  upon  them  baitl  the  light  shihed."    Then  fol- 
lows that  glorious  prophecy  pf  the  Messiah,  tr  Unto  us 
a  child  is  born :  unto  us  a  son  is  given,  &c."     Behoty 
now  the  accprpplishment  of  this  language  at  Zehulpp, 
the  haven/ of  §hips,  and  residepce  pf  safari. 

Shortly  after  the  baptism  and  temptatipn  pf  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  wnep  he  was  about  30'  years  of  age,  and 
just  entering  pn  his  ministry)  Matthew  writes  thus: 
"When  Jesus  had  heard  that  John  was  cast  into  prison, 
he  departed  into  fcfalilee,  and  leaving  Nazareth,  he  came 
and  dwelt  in  Capernaum,  which  is  upon, the  sea-coast 
in  the  borders  of  Zebulon  and  Nephthalirp  j  that  ^t  plight 

be  fidfyted  VW<%  wafl  6PP^  bI  &vpi  ft?  fif°Phe* 
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sayipgj  '  The  lang  of  Zebulon  qnd  tjje  Jand  of  Neph; 
ttiahnC  jy  rte  way  6f  ike  f<?a,  beyorid  Jordan  }n  Galilee 
olf  tfte  Gentiles  5  tire  people  tnal  sat;  in  darkness  saw 
great  light :  and '  to  theitf  which  pat  Icj  the  riegiofi  and 
shadow  of  death  light  is  sprung  tip.*    From  that  time 
Jesus  began  to  preach  add  to  say,  ripent."  Tjiia  Was  the 
most  despised  part  Of  the  country,  and  the  people  the 
most  ignorant  and  poor.    '*  Can  any  good  thing  come" 
out  of  Nazareth:"    will  Christ  condescend,  to  save 
Galilean  sinners )  yesi  he  leaves  the  learned  and  the 
great   in  Jerusalem ;    and   it  was  on  this  coast  he 
preached  the  most  of  Jjis  sermons,  and  wrought  bis 
greater  miracles :  $till  farther"  to  manifest  his.  gjrace 
to  poor  teamen,  Matthew  records ;  "  And  Jesus  walk- 
ing by  the  sea  of  Galilee/ saw  two  brethren,  Simon, 
called  Peter,  and  Andrew  his  brother,  casting  a  net 
into  the  sea,  for  they  were  fishers :  and  he  safth  untd 
them,  follow  me,  and  I  will  make  you  fishers  of  men. 
And  they  straightway  left  their  nets,  and  followed  him. 
And  going  on  from  whence;  he  saw  other  two  brethren, 
James  the  son  of  Zeuedee,  and  John  his  brother,  ir\  'A 
ship,  with  Zebedee  their  father,  mending  their  nets ; 
and  hd  called  them  i  and  they  immediately  left  the 
ship,  and  followed  him.**    And  when  his  Holy  Spirit 
war  poured  out  upon  them,  they  travelled,  as  Moses 
had  prediqted,  to  various  parts  of  the  world,  "  inviting  '* 
sinners  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  And  bringing  many 
sons  to  glory  through  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  the  cap*, 
tain  of  their  salvation.    In  a  fooat  on  the  feea,  Jesus 
preached  to  the  multitude;  and  here  he  displayed. his 
power  at  one  time,1  by  walking  on  the  Waves  5  and  at 
another,  by  calming  the  fury  of  the  tempest :  and  the 
safari  ^marvelled,  saying,  what  manner  of  man  is 
this,    that  even  thewinaVand  the  sea  obey  him.** 
Thms  was  our  Lord  Jesus,  in  «  measure,  brought  vp 
omohk  sailors,  preached  more  frequently  in  their' vici- 
niflp,  ttved  Jvr  some  time  at  Capernaum  on  the  coast,  and 
went  to  sea  with' them,  made  them  his  companions,  and 
appointed  them  to  be  his  Apostles  and  Missionaries  to  a 
fittity  world.    Then  was  fulfilled  the  prediction,  that 
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"  a  new  song"  should  be  sung  to  the. praise  of  Im- 
manuel,  by  those  who  *  go  down  to  the,  sea :"  but  it 
was  to  have  a  more  glorious  accomplishment  still  in 
the  salvation  of  Islanders,  who  should  communicate  the 
knowledge  of  Christ,  in  distant  ages,  through  all  the 
earth.  Sailors  were  again  to  revive  the  praises  of  God 
among  men.  v 

Secondly,  Let  us  now  examine  general  Scripture 
prophecies,  thac  seem  to  'bear  on  this  subject. 

The  prophet  Isaiah,  in  his  24th  chapter,  was  com- 
manded to  predict  the  most  dreadful  calamities  that 
could  possibly  befall,  a  people  5  but  in  the  midst  of 
great  and  deserved  judgments,  mercy  is  remembered, 
as  in  the  13th  verse,  "  When  thus  it  shall  be  in  the 
midst  of  the  land  among  the  people  5  there  shall  be 
as  the  shaking  of  an  olive  tree,  and  as  the  gleaning 
grapes  when  the  vintage  is  done.  They  shall  lift  up 
their  voice,  they  shall  sing  for  tjie  Majesty  of  the 
Lord,   they  shall  pry  aloud  from  the  sea,  Wherefore 

florify  ye  the  Lord  in  the  fires,  even  the  name  of  the 
rord  God  of  Israel,  in  the  isles  of  the  sea."  It  is  sup- 
posed this  language  may  refer  to  the  wars  of  Senna- 
cherib and  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  the  preservation  and 
devotion  of  a  remnant.  Its  general  application  appears 
to  respect  some  dreadful  desolation  on  a  continent,  and 
the  piety  of  those  who  take  ship  and  flee  from  them  to 
some  "  isles  in  the.  $ea."  It  certainly  exhibits  this 
idea,  that  the  Holy  G4jost  designed  to  shew  by  it,  that 
prayer  and  praise  should  ascend  to  God  from  those 
who  were  on  board  ships  at  sea. ,  It  is  not  improbable, 
that  it  had  reference  to  awful  persecutions  on  shore, 
when  many,  as  the  Huguenots  of  France,  were  obliged 
to  flee,  and  on.  the  ocean  glorified  God  in  the  fires  of 
£$$ictiQn,  and  equally  adored  his  .Majesty  and  his 
jin^rcy.  It  would  seem,  however,  as  if  it  looked  further 
HV$he  diffusion  of  light  and  grace  among  sailors,  and 
1  particularly  English  sailors.  In.  the  l$$h  verse  it  is 
1  #aid  "from  the  uttermost  part  of  the  tarth  have  we 
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heard  songs,  even  glory  to  the  righteous.11  A  popular 
Commentator  observes,  on  this  passage,  "This  nriay 
have  reference  to  the  sending  of  the  gospel  to  the  utter- 
most parts  of  the  earth,  as  far  off  as  this  island  of  ours, 
in  the  days  of  the  Messiah,  the  glad  tidings  of  which 
are  echoed  back,  in  songs,  heard  from  thence,  from 
churches  planted  there  $  even  glory  to  the  righteous 
God,  agreeing  with  the  angel's  song,  "glory  be  to  God 
in  the  highest,"  and  glory  to  all  righteous  men,  for 
the  work  of  "  Redemption  in  Christ  Jesus."  This 
seems  a  very  natural  and  liberal  interpretation  of  this 
interesting  portion  of  sacred  writ.  Thus  the  isles  of 
the  sea  and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  bear  the 
same  meaning  here,  and '  probably  refer  to  Great 
Britain. 

The  righteous  in  these  islands  are  but  a  remnant, 
and  of  them  there  are  many  who  "  go  down  to  the  sea 
in  ships.'*  These,  or  a  part  of  them,  shall  "  lift  up 
their  voice ;  they  shall  sing  for  the  majesty  of  die 
Lord:  they  shall  cry  aloud  from  the  sea.*'  They 
shall  exhort  others  to  glorify  God  amidst  fires  of  per- 
secution and  trouble  -,  "  even  the  name  of  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel,  in  the  isle  of  the  sea."  Sailors  shall 
become  praying  men,  and  shall  praise  the  Lord  for  his 
goodness,  agreeably  to  the  invitation  of  David  in  the 
Psalms. 

A  second  prediction  declares  the  triumphs  of  the 
Redeemer  to  be  general  over  mankind,  including  those 
who  do  business  on  the  great  waters.  In  the  89th  Psalm, 
the  sacred  writer,  in  declaring  the  future  glories  6f  the 
Messiah,  and  Jehovah  the  Father,  pronounces  the  im- 
port of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption  concerning  his 
beloved  Son  Jesus  Christ :  "  I  will  make  my  first-born 
higher  than  the  kings  of  the  earth 5  1  wiWset  his  hand 
also  in  the  seas,  and  his  right  hand  in  the  .rtoers."  By 
"  the  sea"  here  is  generally  understood  the  isles  of  the 
sea,  and  by  "the  rivers"  those  countries  watered  by 
such  expedients  in  Divine  Providence,    There  can  be 
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no  doubt  that  *****  uramitt  is  "»*— ^i— i  to  unM  the 
world,  that  the  power  pf  the  I*fd  Jesus  Christ  if  fq 
be  exerted  on  the  sea,  and  fa  the  rivers,  for  tbe  sajya* 
tion  of  sinners,  both  seamei}  and  landmen.  It  has, 
therefore,  an  aspect  of  mercy  towards  mlon;  for  thft 
hand  of  Christ  shall  be  "  set,"  that  is,  displayed  W 
established,  in  the  conversion  of  Islanders  and  SeapoeBj 
to  the  praise  and  glory  of  Jus  grace, 

A  third  prophecy  regards,  the  universal  dominion  of 
sua  Christ  It  was  declared  by  two  witnesses,  thai 
every  word  may  be  established.  King  t>avid,  |n  his. 
dying  moments,  like  Jacob  and  Moses,  was  favqpred 
with  a  roost  distinguished  spirit  of  prophecy;  and 
while  breathing  forth  his  ardent  wishes  for  the.  rejgn 
of  his  son,  his  soul  expands  with  the  glories  of  Mes- 
siah's kingdom;  and  in  his  last  inspired  exMBpositjop,* 
\$  KfQpbesies  of  our  Lord  Jesus ;  "  In  tjis  flay  shall 
the  pghtepjjs,  flourish  s  and  abundance  of  peac£  sg 
long  as  ibb  moon  endureth.  He,  shall  have  dQfnigjqn, 
also  from  sea  iq  sea,  afld  frqm  the  river  \o  thp  ends  qf 
the  partV*  These  words  promise  universal  monarch! 
to  our  adorable  Sayiopr.  t*tt  the  Christian  phUanthrp* 
pist  take,  a  map  of  the  Globe,  and  look  which  way  bo 
Wifl,  in  every  direction  CJirisf  sjmll  reigq,  wtil  all  hi* 
fpeg,  becqme  his  fqqtsfqqL  Tlje  extent  of  his  govern- 
ment, (as  a  Redeemer  of  precious  souls  and  a  King  in. 
Zion,)  shall  be  from  "  the  river  (that  is,  the  Euphra- 
tes, the  JsjUie,  qr  any  other  riser,)  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth/'  ^pfl  ^he  universality  of  his  rejgu  oyer  the, 
hearts  of  q^crf  }&.  established,  Jpr  his  dominion  shall  b* 
from  sea  to  sea..  The  ocean  is  covered  with  ships  and 
$ajjprs  qf  all  Mt(pps,  The.  improvements  of  navigation, 
~M  tbe  discpyeries  of  adyentyrqps  seamen,  bare  en* 
ifljed  and  eqriQfted  pur  •  tores  qf  Jcnpwlejlge  cp^cem* 
Pg  the  various  parts  qf  qur  £lobe.  The^  Almighty,  if} 
the  crea,tioJi  of  this  planef,  §944  "  Let  the  waters  under 
tfie  heavens  he  gathered  together  ;  and'  God  Q»Ued  the 
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fey  land,  earth*  and:  the  gathering  togetfier  qf  the.  wa: 
mfcjera  called  he,  seas/'*  *"  When/'  days  oiir  ftoly  Saviour, 
\}£*  he  gave  tp  the  sea  his  decree,  that  the  Waters  should 
rffiioot  pass  his  commandment :  then  was  I  by  him :  ana 
k&ny  delights  were  with  the  sons  ojf  men/*  Then  did  the 
^Lord  Jesus  delight  in  the  prospects  of  Us  dominion, 
,j  ;as  the  fruit  of  all  his  dying  pains  on  Calvary. 

fa*  '  - 

The  customs  of  nations  have  apportioned  the  ocean 

rariously  as  seas.   Hence  we  read  Qf  '"  &%  Sputb  §eas, 

^the  North  seas,  the  East  seas,  and  the  West  seas;*' 

ptoese  are  subdivided,  and  bear  different  appellation^ 

[,  as,  "  the  Chinese  seas,  the  Caspian  sea,  the  Mediterra- 

u  nean  sea,  the  Adriatic  sea,  the  Atlantic  sea,  the  frozen 

r>  sea,  the  Black  sen,  the  Yello\jr  sea,  the  Whife  sea,  and 

;  the  Red  dea/'    Let  the  eye  traverse  the  map,  and  the 

.,;  tnind-nieditate  on  the  immense  number  of  the  human 

[p  race  who  "  plough  tjiose  seas."  Consider  their  pecujiaf 

j>,  circumstances,  thei?  general  character,  and  their"  des- 

i  perate'  wickedness,  and  remember  th^t  the  ships  of 

England  sail  at  times  over  each  of  these  seas.    'jtomj 

indulge  the  cheeripg,  the  glorious  pfospect*—  *'  t\\e  0*0* 

minion  of  Christ  snatt  be  from  sea  to  sell"— no  parti4 

?>  cular  sea  is  mentioned,  because  every  sea  is  Included. 

•"  ^nd  every  ship,  with"  every  sailor,  must  ultimately 

..   "  know  the  Lord/*    this  is  confirmed  and  illustrated 

.;  by  the  expiring  Monarch,  in  other  parts  of  the  psalm : 

:;  — "  Hie  kings  of  Tarshish  and  of  the  isles  shall  bring 

:    presents,  and  the  whole  earth  shall  be  filled  with  hil 

glory.**  Several  parts  qf  Scripture  seem  to  employ  fhfi 


tTn  an  east-vfiridx 
tod  "ho^l  ye  ship*  of  Tarshish/*  It  seems,  therefore. 


jj^tbc  words  of  pay  id,  to  predict  the  triumphs  of 
Christ  over  the  md$t  dignified  subjepts  of  such  isles  as, 
we  inhabit,  and  the  offerings  of  righteousness  presented 
SJjwally  by  seafaring  men  to  him.  Sailor*,  like  the 
"^wofZebuioa  shall  offer  unto  the  %drd,  and  their 
*»?ttog$  like  ttyqse  of  thefr  converted  brethren  oh  abort 
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are  described  by  David  in  this  psalm.  Of  Messiah  he 
says,  "  He  shall  live,  and  to  him  shall  be  given  of  the 
gold  of  Sheba ;  prayer  also  shall  be  made  for  him  con- 
tinually, and  daily  shall  he  be  praised/' 

"  For  him  shall  endless  prayer  he  made, 
And  praises  throng  to  crown  his  head ; 
His  name  like  sweet  perfume  shall  rise, 
!  With  every  morning  sacrifice." 

Many  many  years  after  this  striking  prophecy,  and 
when  the  Jews  had  returned  from  the  captivity  of  Ba- 
bylon, Zechariah  was  inspired  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  to 
:  announce  the  progress  and  the  triumphs  of  the  Lord 

I  Jesus  Christ  in  Jerusalem,  and  the  world  at  large.   He 

y  employs  tlie  very  same  language  as,  David,  and  after 

'  declaring  that  Christ  should  speak  peace  to  the  heathen, 

he  adds  "and  his  dominions  shall  be  from  sea  to  sea, 
and  from  the  river  to  the  ends  of  the  earth."  Thus 
shall  our  Immanuel  appear  the  leader  and  commander 
of  his  people  "  from  sea  to  sea."  He  shall  "  say  to 
)  $  the  north,  give  up,  and  to  the  south,  keep  not  back.'* 
He  shall  "  bring  his  seed  from  the  east  and  gather 
them  from  the  west :"  that  they  may,  after  every 
storm  and  tempest,  "  *it  down  with  Abraham,  Isaac, 
and  Jacob  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

One  prophecy  more  may  be  glanced  at.  Isaiah,  in 
describing  the  glory  of  the  church  of  Christ,  in  the 
abundant ,  access  of  the  Gentiles,  hath  these  words : 
"  Thy  sons  shall  come  from  far,  and  thy  daughters 
shall  be  nursed  at  thy  side ;  then  thou  shalt  see  and 
flow  together,  and  thine  heart  shall  fear  and  be  en- 
larged, because  the  abundance  of  the  sea  shall  be  con- 
verted unto  thee ;  the  forces  of  the  Gentiles  shall  come 
unto  thee."  If  it  be  supposed  that  these  expressions, 
t€  the  abundance  of  the  sea,"  refer  to  the  fruits  of  com- 
merce being  consecrated  to  the  cause  of  Christ,  the 
passage  applies  with  peculiar  force  to  this  country,  in 
which  merchants  are  subscribing  so  liberally  to  Bible 
and  Missionary  Societies.    Remarkable  is  the  con- 
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nexion  of  terms  employed  by*  the  prophet  on  this 
occasion,  viz.  "  the  abundance  of  the  sea"  and  "  the 
forces  of  the  Gentiles."    Many  learned  persons  con- 
clude that  this  Chapter,  referring,  as  it  evidently  does, 
to   the  universal  progress  of  Divine  Truth,  and  the 
general  enlargement  of   Christ's   kingdom,  includes 
Armies  and  Navies;  and  that  the  mention  of  "  the 
sea**  and  of  "  the  forces'*  may  be  so  interpreted.    This 
opinion  has  been  strengthened  by  verses  the  9th  and 
11th  of  this  Chapter.    As  it  respects  sailors,  the  fol- 
lowing prediction  is  impressive : — "  Surely  the  isles 
shall  wait  for  me  -,  and  the  ships  of  Tarshish  first." 
It  is  admitted  that  this  intends  the  general  reception  of 
the  Gospel  of  Christ  in  islands,  and  the  employment  of 
ships,  and  consequently  sailors  to  navigate  them,  for 
the  glory  of  the  Redeemer.    When  this  favoured  land, 
«  shadowed    by  the  wings"   of  the  Almighty,  shall 
"  send  ambassadors  by  the  sea  in  vessels,"  "  as  though 
God  did  beseech"  the' nations  by  them  "  in  Christ's 
stead M  they  pray  "  Be  ye  reconciled  to  God"    As  we 
have  noticed  the  chief  prophecies  that  refer  to  sea- 
faring men,  it  must  assist  the  reader,  to  meditate  for 
a  moment  on  the  solemn  assurance,  that  sailors  shall 
be  converted,  to  glorify  the  Messiah.     Having   invited 
islanders  in  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  all  who  "  go 
down  to  the  sea,"  to  "  sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song ;" 
lest  any  should  object  that  ignorant  Gentiles  and  aban- 
doned sailors  are  never  likely  to  do  this,  Isaiah  refers 
us  •  to  the  power,  in  whose  heart  and  whose  hand  this 
work  is,  and  whose  fixed  determination  is,  "  I  will 
work,  who  shall  hinder."    In  particular,  he  declares 
that  Messiah   shall  appear  in  the  world,  omnipotent, 
merciful,  and  triumphant,  by  means  of  his  providence 
and  grace.    "  The  Lord  shall  go  forth"  among  islands 
and  ships,  "as  a  mighty  man  :  he  shall  stir,  up  jea- 
lousy like  a  man  of  war,"  and  in  the  progress  of  his 
m  "  he  shall  cry,  yea  roar :   He  shall  prevail 
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ftgtBtiffl  fitt  titaU&f  *h<*  Ml  gblh*  forth;  *  fcbft 

w  duerttte  ahd  to  tehquer,"  by  fife  trfrertasfirig  gtispel, 
*  fie  #iu  bring  the  blind  b^a  wtfy  that  they  inoW  not, 
arid  lead  them  fr*  paths  that  they  have  not  Itnbwii." 
Dtfrkrtess  shall  be  made  light  before  them,  and  crbdked 
ttfifcW  straight  *'  These  things/'  salth  fifflntoiifeL  *'  I 
Ml  do  fdr  ttietf,  atid  hot  forsake  them;"  ''Tnte 
iaith  the  LoW;  tf  htcti  ma^elli  a  vV&?  hi  the  sei,  and  a 
*"  j&th  hi  the  mighty  write* 4.  l4his  people  have  I  hrtiuA 
for  niyself :  they  stall  slietf  fdrth  mf  praise.*  K  Utij 
tka#  be  of  consequence  to  notice 

the  Application  of  these  prophe<&*e*jtp  sou* 

CIRCUMSTANCES  RECORDED  IN  THg  BlBJLsL 

Very  itietnorable  In  tfcs  107th  Ralrii.  vtihtBMfr  tnfa 
w*fl  written  to  interest  the  tribe  of  Zebulori,  df  the 
Tyrfati  «rid  2iidortf«tri  countries,  with  which  the  Jews 
trifled,  is  hot  mdteHal.  It  cert^mly  describe^  wtth 
affecting  accuracy  j  the  dangers  of  the  ken,  and  the 
Usual  cofiduct  of  sailors  when  "  at  their  wit's  erid  ** 
arid  white  It  celebrates  the  interpositions  of  the  Lord 
;  in  their  favour,  it  sfeetos  hot  merely  intended  for  th6 

!  service  of  th*  Temple  at  Jerusalem,  but  for  general 

[  £*efuiheiir,  Uhtil  titrie  shall  end.    Such  it  has  proveH 

t6  *very  plbte  tobttoei  j  and  so  lotajj  as  a  itnbrir  goes 
to  sea;  ihd  a  Bible  i£  to  be  found,  sd  long  wlfl  thte 
'  balrri  bfe  useful.  In  the  reign  of  D$vid  {he  Phenicians 
traded  with  most  parts  of  the  globe,  te  it  was  then 
known,  and  Gattaan  was  greatly  enriched  by  this  com- 
merce^ in  exehange  for  her  abundance  of  wheat  aUd 
\  %  horiey.    The  straggling  slipS  6f  Tyre;  most  probably, 

first  discovered  the  Sciily  Isladds,  riffled  by  the  Gre- 
cians, Ctrs&terfdes  •  and  from  these  isles  rirjd  the 
fjeighboufirig  coatft  tit  Cornwall,  Carried  oh  a  <efy  pro- 
fitable trade  hi  tin,  raised  in  the  mines  of  these  coasts. 
.  ttekiel  mentions  the  trade  of  Tjre  in  tiff,  add  tradi- 
tions, in  Cornwall  and  JScilly,  distinguish  the  ships  of 
Tyre  as  the  first  that  visited  England  for  this  valuable 
produce  of  her  mirietf.    HiraKt  Was  King  of  Tyre  in 
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ihe*ei  dm;  and  *heti  David,  itter  all  itfs^ectttlbfts 
ascended  the  throne  6f  Israel,  Hirain4,  Sing  of  Tyre, 
sent  messengers  to  David,  and  cedar  trees,  And  carpen- 
ters   and  masorfs;   and   the*  built  David  dtt  house. 
*'  Sttch  was  the  friendship  of  Hiram  to  David;  that  hi 
hppters  to  have  ordered  suitable  jfersoritf  t6  cut  down 
cedars  iti  Lebanort,  and  sent  them  tound  in  bis  ship* 
to  the  nearest  Pdrt  jfbr  Davids  palaee.    The  Psalmist 
was   therefore  weH  acquainted,  by  report,  tf  1th  tfcj  * 
dangers  of  the  sea :  and  it  seems  composed  this*  part  df 
the  107th  Psflltn,  to  shew  what  seameh  wduld  naturally 
do,  arid  What  they  ought  to  do,  In  a  storm.    And  also 
to   testify  how  graciously  God  tiroutt  answer  their 
f  rayers,  and  bring  them  to  their  desired  haven.    It 
continues  still  Us  a*  solemn  directory  to  seamen  in  the 
hbnr  trf  danger  -  and  if  we  may  suppose  the  tvritef  to 
nave  been  influenced  by  the  spirit  of  prophecy  j  it  was 
designed  to  announce,  that  sailors  would  become  pray- 
ing men ;  that  their  prayers  should  be  answered  j  and 
that  they  should  join  together  to  "praise  the  Lord  for  hi* 
goodness  j  and  for  his  Wonderful  works  to  the  children 
of  men  j  that  they  should  exalt  hiifc  in  the  congregation, 
and  praise  him  in  the  assembly  of  the  elders."    l*wp 
very  striking  instances  itfay  be  adduced  in  proof  of 
this :    The  sailors  with  Jonah— and  the  Jtsherihen  with 
Christ.    When  '*  the  Lord  sent  out  8  great  wind  into 
the  sea,  and  there  was  a  mighty  tempest  in  the  sea,  sd 
that  the  ship  was  like  to  be  broken;*'  the  mariners 
With  Jcfaah  were  afraid,  and  cried  every  man  unto  his 
god.    Castor  and  Pollux  were  regarded  as  deities  by 
the  sailors,  and  perhaps  to  those  idols  they  prayed ; 
besides  which  every  nation  had  it*  idol,  and  the  cteitf 
prayed  as  they  were  taught.    Deeply  impressed  with 
the  duty  of  prayer  la  such  alarming  circumstances,  th£ 
Captain  sodght  for  Jonah,  and  cried,  "  Arise,  call  Upon 
thy  God,  if  so  be  that  he  will  think  upon  us,  that  we 
perish  not."    It  pleased  the  Almighty  to  Mess  the 
very  Solemn  discourse,  which  Jonah  addressdS  to  them, 
hi  the  mitiSrt  of  the  tempest :  they  were  convinced  of  the 
**y  ctf  idols  j  they  Wei*  fttisfitd  that  flfo**&i*a*  toe 
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proper  object  of  worship  -,  and  fearing  for  themselves 
as  well  as  for  Jonah,  they  fell  on  the  deck,  .and  unani- 
mously "  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  said,  We  beseech 
thee  O  Lord,  we  beseech  thee  let  us  not  perish."  .  This 
is  the  first  prayer  meeting  we  read  of  in  the  Bible,  held 
by  a  company  of  converted  sailors  on  the  deck  of  a 
vessel  at  sea.  After  this  prayer  "  the  sea  ceased  from 
her  raging,  and  the  men  feared  the  Lord  exceedingly, 
and  ''offered  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord  5"  being  instructed 
by  Jonah  in  the  nature  of.  sacrifice,  as  expressing  faith 
in  the  atonement  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Having 
looked  to  the  Redeemer  through  the  medium  of  their 
offering,  €€  they  vowed"  to  be  the  Lord's  for  ever. 
The  words  of  Jonah*  who  had  been  in  this  storm,  and 
most  miraculously  preserved  at  sea,  are  striking  and 
beautiful.  "  The  foods  compassed  me  about :  all  thy 
billows  and  waves  passed  over  me,  when  my  soul  fainted 
within  me,  I  remembered  the  Lord :  and  my  prayer 
came  unto  thee,  into  thine  holy .  temple.  They  that 
observe  lying  vanities,"  that  is,  pray  to  idol  gods, 
"  forsake  their  own  mercy.  But'  1  will  sacrifice  unto 
thee  with  the  voice  of  thanksgiving ;  I  will  pay  that 
that  I  have  vowed,'*  and  I  am  now  increasingly  con- 
vinced, that  "  Salvation/'  both  temporal  and  spiritual, 
"  jus  of  the  Lord."  ,  O  that  Sailors  would  thus  praise 
the  Lord  for  his  goodness,  and  adore  him  for  his -won- 
derful works.  The  same  Almighty  Sovereign,  whjle 
incarnate  on  earth,  gave  commandment  to  his  friends, 
to  sail  over  the  sea  of  Galilee  to  the  coast  of  Gadara. 
"  And  when  he  was  entered,  into  a  ship,  .his  disciples 
followed  him."  The  friend  of  seamen  will  gladly  stop 
here  a  moment,  to  behold  all  the  preceding  remarks, 
illustrated  in  this  singular  condescension  of  the 
adorable  Saviour.  Observe,  the  object  of  this  voyage, 
viz.  to  rescue  two. wretched  demoniacs,  from  the  power 
of  hell,  and  place  them  at  his  feet,  clothed,  and,  in 
their  right  mind.  Note  the  vessel  in  which  he  em- 
barked. A  prince,  when  he  goes  to  sea,  usually  con- 
sults hir  own  pleasure,  and  embarks  in.a  yacht  built 
for  the .  purpose,  and  splendidly  decorated,  to  suit  the. 
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dignity  of  bis  exalted  station.    The  Son  of  God  efc- 
tendja  common  fishing  ship,  with  no  other  accommo- 
datian  than  such  As  4he  isailors  of  Galilee  usually  had 
for  themselves.    Mark  the  dangers  to  which  he  wa* 
cfcpctotd.    A  Prince  would  choose  the  Vtery  beat  season 
of  the  year,  the  mildest  weather,  and  the  smoothest 
•ea  j  but.  the  Sen  of  God  well  knew  they  would  have 
the  roughest  passage,  and  sail  through  the  most  tre- 
mendous storms,  to  reach  the  opposite  shore    Con* 
rider  the  compemy  that  embarked  with,  him/  A.  Prince 
would  be  attended  by  the  chief  nobles,  as  Lords  and 
Bakes,  if  not  the  Princes  of  the  Blood ;  but  me  Lord 
Jesus  went  on  board  with  a  few  common  sailors,  whom 
he  had  called  by  his  grace,  and  taken  to  the  enjoyment 
of  his  friendship ;  with  4»em  he  sailed,  conversed,  as- 
sociated, and  laboured:    For  tkak  he  suffered,   and 
bled,  and  expired.    Ram  their  profession  he  selected 
his  first,  his  boldest,  and  his  most  successful  servants ; 
and  these  were  the  men  appointed  by  his  infinite 
wisdetn,  to  koch  forth  into  the  boisterous  ocean  ef 
this  world ;  whose  waves  mounted  op  4o  the  skies,  in 
fearless  defiance  of  the  Almighty,  and  whose  storms 
burst  with  infernal  vengeance  on  all  the  advocates  of 
fefe  missiqn-^the  heralds  of  his  salvation.    Reflect  on 
the  prayers  addressed  to  fcim  on  board,  by  the  sailor*, 
*&h  ^thdm.he  had  embarked.    "  Behold  there  arose  a 
great  tempest  in  the  sea,  insomuch  that  the  ship  was 
covered  with  the  waves >  but  he  was  asleep.    And  his 
distfpk*  came  to  him,  and  awoke  hhn>  saying,  "  Lord 
^e  lis  5  we  perish/*    Here  was>tf»other  prayer  meet- 
ing km  storm,  on  board  a  vessel  at*ea,  and  observe  the 
****&  fee  gave  to  this  ardent  and  unanimous  address* 
"  He  said  unto  them,  why  <xre  ye  fearful  •"    What, 
**°ri  afraid !  Afraid  with  their  Saviour  on  board  the 
*t«et!  'Afraid  with  so  kind  and  gracious  a  friend  at 
■*od!    Converted  taihrs  fearful!    Redeemed  sailors 
fculul!    Let  earth  tremble,  let  the  uniVeree  lie  dis- 
**V4*I,  let  toil  shrike  from  its>  eentre  to  its  tlrcuwMtr- 
**e,  bur  let  not  soifer*  whom  1  have  caffed,  With  vWWtt 
1  *»ve  embarked,  for  whom  I  lay  down  tny  hfe>  »*d 
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with  whom  I  shall  'dwell  eternally  in  glory— let  not 
them  betray  such  a  weakness  of *faith,  at  to  feel  blamed 
at  the  roaring:  of  the  windfj#tie  dashing  of  the  sea,  or 
the  terrors  of  death.— Enough  for  them  that  I  tyeir 
Saviour,  their  Brother,  their  Rednemer,  and  their  God, 
am  with  them;  to  preserve,  to  deliver/and  to  glorify 
them.  "  Then  be  arose  and  rebuked  the  winds  and  the 
sea,  and  there  wa**>a  great  calm.1*  O  that  sailors 
would  praise  jthe  Lordyftr  his  goodness,  and  for  his 
wonderful  works  to  the  children  of  men. 


Influenced  by  such  views  of  Divine  Truth,  the 
writer  and  "his  friehaa.  Jield  a  Public  Meeting  in  Lon- 
m  ,  don,  to  for'm  the  %thel  Seamen's  Union,  of  which 

the  following  Report  has  been  made : 


\ 


vvv 


A  hymn  was  sung  by  the  multitude  assembled,  and  « 
pious  Sailor  solemnly  addressed  the  Almighty  in  Prayer. 
After  singing  a  verse  of  a  hymn,  \ 

The  Rev.  6.  C.  Smith  briefly  stated  the  object  of  the  ' 
Meeting,  and  explained  the  arrangement  of  the  colours  J 
msually  hoisted,  as  signals  for  prayer,  by  the  pious 

^'V't/Seamen. 


£  ■  -.A 


-  ^  '  The  Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  of  Warminster,  then  moved  a 
resolution,  expressive  of  the  satisfaction  with  which 
the  present  meeting  hailed  the  information  just  com- 
municated. This  gentleman  offered  many  striking  re- 
marks on  our  obligations  to  Seamen,  as  conveying  the 
produce  of  the  world  to  England,  rind  defending  the 
country  by  theirNloyalty  and  courage,  as  instruments  in 
,  the  hands  of  God.  He  produced  a  fine  effect  on  the 
1  meeting,  by  pathetically  stating,  "  he  loved  Sailors,  for 
it  was  a  ship  that  first  brought  the  Gospel  to.  England* 
and  Sailors  who  conveyed  the  first  Missionary  to  oar 
native  shores/'     He  spoke  of  the  benefits  of.  this 
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u  Seamen's  Union"  in  uniting  ali  hearts,  and  producing 
mutual  prayer  among  Sailors  for'  each  other,  and  plea- 
santly described  the  meeting  of  two  Sailors  on  shore, 
after  a  long  voyage  in  different  ships,  who. welcomed 
each  other's  return  with  a  hearty  shake  of  the  hand, 
and  a  kind  assurance  that  they  had  remembered  each 
other  in  prayer,  and  all  the  exertions  of  the  Bethel 
Union  ever  since  they  had  been  absent  from  London. 

am 

Lieut.  Arnold,  of  the  Royal  Navy/ seconded  this 
resolution.  •  He  rejoiced  to  see  the  interest  Christians 
'  on  shore  were  now  taking  for  our  brave  Seamen.  He 
had'  himself,  for  many  years,  been  a  poor  wandering 
Sailor jf  far  from  God,  and  accustomed  .to  love  the  dis- 
tance well.  He  had  endured  many  many  storms,  fought 
various  battles  for  his  country,  and  been  happily  res- 
cued from  the  paths  of  sin,  through  the  instrumentality 
of  a  pious  Chaplain,  on  board  His  Majesty's  Ship  Re- 
pulse. He  had  there  been  a  living  witness  of  the 
advantage  of  Religion  .among  Officers  and  Seamen, 
and  was  persuaded,  that  the  influence  of  divine  grace 
on  a  Sailor's  heart  would  make  him  a  better  man'— a 
better  Christian—- and  an  heir  of  immortal  glory. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Brown,  of  South  Ockenden,  moved  the 
second  resolution,  on  the  promoting  of  morality  and 
religion  among  Seamen,  being. of  the  first  importance 
to  the  commerce,  the  character,  and  the  glory  of  this 
kingdom. 

This  gentleman  had.  spent  the  earlier  part  of  his  life 
at  sea,  and  the  recollections  this  meeting,  produced, 
were  of  the  most  affecting  description.  He  took  shame 
to  himself,  that  he  had  not,  as  a  Minister  of  the  Gos- 
pel, paid  more  attention  to  the  spiritual  interests  of  his 
brother  ^arnen*  He  welcomed  every  effort  to  promote 
those  interests,  and  trusted  the  day  would  yet  arrive, 
when  Sailors  in  general  should  more  generally  love  and 
fier ve  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Alluding  to  a  British 
Ensign,  stretched  as  a  canopy  over  riie  platform,  above 
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which  three  flags  with  the  word  "  Bethbl"  in  thej», 
(as  the  signals*  used  in  the- merchant:  ships)  were  gas* 
pended,  he  observed,  it  had  long  been  the  boaatt  and 
glory  of  this,  kingdom,  that!  the  fU#  of  Britain:  had 
never  been  struck  to  a  superior  power.  He-  rejoieed 
now  to  behold  it  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  Jews*  and 
struck  to  the  flag  of  Immenuel.  He  dwelt  long  and 
forcibly  on  tile  dreadful  immorality  that  prevailed 
among  the  Seamen  of  His  Majesty's  NavVj  when  he 
belonged  to  it ;  and  expressed  his  astonishment  at  the 
forbearance  and  mercy  of  God  to  them.  He  conM 
scarcely  describe  his  joy/  when  sailing  up  the  Thames, 
he  beheld  the;  Bethel  flag  flying,  or  looking:  to  the 
floating  chapel,  he  saw  a  refuge  for  Seamen*  frost  the 
temptations  on  shore,  and  a  sanctuary'  where'  Christ 
Jesu&  was  proclaimed  as  the  only  ransom  for  guilty 
sinners;  With  all  his;  heart  and  soul  would  he  join  in 
the  proposed  Union,  and  doubted  not  but  the  best 
blessings  of  heaven  would  rest  upon  it.  (This  addrtm 
drew forth  teaf&vfijoy  and  shout*  of  approbation.) 

Thomas  Thompson,  Esq.  one  of  the  Secretaries  of 
the  Port  of  London  Society,  welcomed,  this  fresh;  proof 
of  religious  zeal  for  our  neglected  Seamen.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  objection,  that  there  were  Societies 
enough  already.  He  certainly  rejoiced  in  every-  weft- 
roeant  effort,  but  could  not  believe  but  there  was  still 
ait  abundant  field  for  Christian  exertion.  That  noble 
institution,  to  which  he  had  the  honour  to  belong,  had, 
by  means  of  the  Floating  Chapel,  been  exceedingly 
useful  to  Seamen;  and  he  trusted  that  the  Bethel 
Union  would  so  prosper,  that  while  both  Institutions 
went  hand  in  hand,  and  each  filled  up  its  separate  de- 
partment, God  would  be  glorified,  and  Sailors  etemaHy 
benefitted.  He  related  .a  very  pleasing  circumstance 
of  a  Sailor)  awakened  by  divine  grace  in  a  French  pri- 
son, and  when  restored  to  his  native  country,  employ- 
ing his  time  and  talents,  in  some  villages  in  the  west 
of  England,  for  the  instruction  of  those  who  know  not 
the  value  of  salvation. 
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The  Chairman,  deeply  impressed  with  the  extra** 
^ordinary  unanimity — the  concern  manifested  for  Seamen 
— and  the  interesting  scene  this  meeting  presented,  ad- 
dressed the  assembly,  and  described  a  sort  of  grand 
triumphal  entry  of  Lord  Nelson  and  his  fleet  into  Kioge 
Bay,  in  the  Baltic,  after  the  Battle  of  Copenhagen,  and 
the  appearance  of  the  Fleet  off  the  Swedish  Naval 
Arsenal.  The  Chairman  well  remembered  the  beauties 
of  the  Summer's  evening,  the  music  of  different  bands, 
the  majestic  advance  or  the  St.  George,  98  guns,  in 
which  Lord  Nelson's  flag  was,  and  the  shouts  of  the 
people  who  come  off  from  the  shore  to  hail  this  re- 
nowned Admiral's  approach.  "  But  ah !  Nelson,  what 
were  thy  honours,  and  what  were  all  thy  glories,  com- 
pared with  this  peaceful  assembly — these  bloodless 
banners — and  this  glorious  Union  to  gather  together 
in  one  the  Seamen  of  my  Country,  and  conduct  theni 
to  honours  and  glories  imperishable,  and  durable'  as 
Eternity  1  Honours  that  will  flourish  in,  itnjportal  vi- 
foiu  amidst 

"  The  wreck  of  matter,  , 

And  the  crush  of  worlds." 

Lient.  £.  Smith  moved,  that  a  "  BETHEL  SEA- 
MEN'S UNION  be  now  formed.  He  detailed,  with 
awful  minuteness,  the  sad  lives  of  Seamen  in  general* 
He  noticed,  with  the  utmost  energy  of  feeling,  the  state 
of  the  atmosphere  during  the  dreadful  shipwreck  of 
the  St  George,  and  other  line-of-  battle  ships,  in  the 
.  North  Sea,  when  so  many  hundreds  of  our  Seamen  pe- 
rished. He  described  the  interesting  scenes  he  had 
witnessed  of  pious  Seamen  holding  prayer  meetings, 
on  board  of  King's  ships  in  which  he  had  sailed,  and 
spoke  to  their  good  conduct  and  general  character  ,on 
board.  As  an  agent  for  the  Merchant  Seamen's  Bible 
Society,  and  accustomed  to  visit  almost  every  ship  on 
the  Thames,  he  could  form  a  pretty  accurate  opinion  of 
the  present  state  of  Seamen  \  and  he  was  confident 
that  it  demanded,  in  this  time  of  peace^  when  Sailors 

c  2 
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were  so  easy  of  access  the  utmost  exertion  of  every 
friend  to  Christianity.? 

Mr.  Fhiixips,  in  seconding  this  motion,  observed, 
that  as  hie  business  lay  chiefly  on  the  Thames,  he  had 
many  opportunities  of  noticing  the  conduct  of  Seamen. 
Ho  had  also  been  much  engaged  with  the  prayer  meet- 
ings among  the  sailers*  and  witnessed*  with  inexpres- 
sible satisfaction,  the  improvement  among  the  Colliers 
and  Coasters  that  entered  the  Thames,  though  he 
deeply  lamented  the  awful  state  of  the  crews  of  many 
foreign  ships,  particularly  in  the  West  India  trade. 
As  a  resident  id  the  vicinity  of  Tooley  Street,  he  had 
long  contemplated  with  horror;  the  many  Seamen  who 
were  continually  drawn  from  that  Street  by  the  vilest 
creature's)  and  thus  body  and  soul  ruined  for  ever. 
fife  wondered  at  the  indiiference  of  Christians  of  the 
neighbourhood  to  this  subject,  and  was  persuaded,  if  a 
place  could  be  opened  for  Sailors,  on  a  Sabbath  evenhig 
in  Tooley  street,  and  a  few  friends  would,  by  mild 
methods,  endeavour  to  draw  the  Sailors  there,  the 
greatest  good  might  be  effected.  A  Sailor's  Magazine 
for  moral  and  religious  improvement  in  the  Seamen, 
would  .also  be  of  importance;  and  more  than  200  Sea- 
men had  already  expressed  their  desire  to  take  a 
Monthly  Publication  of  this  description. 

A  gentleman  from  the  West  Indies,  who  had  been 
labouring  in  the  Methodist  connexion,  moved  that 
Messrs.  Phillips  and  Collins  should  be  Secretaries. 

•  This  motion  was  seconded  by.  Captain  Orton,  a 
venerable  grey  headed  man,  (who  had  spent  48  years  of 
his  life  at  sea,  and  escaped  innumerable  dangers)  with 
the  most  amiable  and  primitive  simplicity :  he  ex- 
claimed, "  What  shall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all 
his  mercies  to  me."  When  I  first  went  to  sea,  there 
was  scarcely  a  praying  Captain  or  Seaman  to  be  met 
with  >  but  now,  O  how  it  rejoices  my  heart,  to  see  what 
is  going  forward  among  Seamen.    When  I  attend  the 
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Sailor's  Prayer  Meeting*,  I  cry  out,  "  Surely  this  is  thf 
the  Lord's  doings,  and  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes/' 
My  soul  shall  praise  God*  that  poor  Seamen,  whose 
lives  are  so  much  exposed,  are  now  seeking  salvation 
by  Jesus  Christ.    I  have  for  many  years  carried  Tracts 
and  Bibles  to  almost  all  parts  of  the  world.    I  was  the 
first  person  that  had  the  honour  to  distribute  Greek 
Testaments  in  the  Archipelago  i  I  have  carried  theitf  to 
Smyrna,  Salonica,  Thesseioniea ;  and  at  Athene  I  stood 
on  Mars  hill,  where  Paul  preached/ and  gave  the  Holy 
Scriptures.    I  have  done  the  same  at  Constantinople, 
and  also  in  the  Black  Sea.    In  my  last  voyage,  I 
sailed  about  40,000  miles.    Before  I  returned  I  vi* 
ailed  %  various  parts  of  the  West  Indies,  conversed 
with  the  Missionaries.*  and  in  every  part  laboured  to 
serve  my  Divine  Master.    O  how  good  has  he  been  to 
me.  How  many  times  I  have  fallen  overboard/  and'  been 
preserved  as  by  a  miracle. — What  shall  I  render  to  the 
Lord.    I  have  prayed  in  the  moat  fearful  storms,  and 
be  has  heard  me  j  my  port  has  appeared,  and  1  have 
anchored   in  safety,  while  thousands  have  perished 
around  mfe.    "  O  what  shall  I  reader  to  the  Lord/' 
Yes,  Sir,  he  has  been  good  indeed  to  me,  and  will  be 
so,  Mr.  Chairman*  to  every  one  that  trusts  alone  in 
aim.    I  have  grown  grey  in  his  service,  and  I  can  and 
will  speak  well  of  his  name.    I  have  tried  his  promises 
and  faithfulness  nearly  half  a  century  on  the  ocean,  and 
never  found  one  to  fail.     "  What  shall  I  render  to  my 
Lord  for  all  his  mercies  to  me/'    I  do  most  heartily 
enter  into  all  the  plans  of  this  Union.    It  shall  ha  vejpby 
feeble  support.    O  that  my  God  may  touch  the  heart* 
of  poor  Seamen,,  that  they  may  live,  as  I  have  lived,  by 
faith  in  Christ  Jesus. "  They  will  find,  then,  as  I  do 
now,  that  in  old  age  religion  will  be  their  chief  sup* 
port/— It  is  not  possible  to  describe  the  effect  produced 
by  the  address  of  this  venerable  Sea  Captain.    Every 
heart  was  melted,  and  every  eye  bespoke  the  emotions 
of  the  soul.     There  was  so  much  of  genuine  sim- 
plicity, obvious  sincerity,  impressive  gravity,  and  at- 
tractive piety,  in  all  he  said,  that  the  assembly  seemed 


to  have  but  one  sentiment  $  when  the  Chairman,  evi- 
dently much  affected,  appealed  to  all,  and  enquired—' 
"  Could  the  cold  cheerless  system  of  Infidels  produce 
any  thing  like  the  solid,  the  celestial  enjoyments, 
in  which  we  had  .so  bountifully  participated  this 
evening?" 

Mr.  F.  Collins,  Depository  of  the  Tract  Society, 
and  who  had  been  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  moved 
the  adjournment  of  this  preliminary  to  a  general  meet- 
ing at  the  City  of  London  Tavern.  Mr.  C.  from  his 
situation  in  the  Depot  of  the  Tract  Society;  from  his 
habits  of  visiting  for  sick  societies  -,  and  from  his  fre- 
quent attendance  at  the  Prayer  Meetings  in  ships ;  as 
well  as  from  his  early  life  being  spent  at  Sea,  was  quite 
capable  of  entering,  as  he  did  most  fully,  into  the  mi- 
serable condition  of  our  Seamen,  and  the  facilities  that 
were  now  afforded  to  improve  their  morals,  and  become 
the  honoured  instruments  of  saving  their  souls.  He 
declared,  his  own  mind  was  fully  convinced,  that  Sailors 
were  one  day  to  become  most  eminent  instruments,  in 
the  hands  of  God,  to  promote  his  glory  throughout  the 
globe.  Already  they  have  carried  our  Missionaries 
and  our  Bibles  to  every  part  of  the  world ;  but  when 
they  themselves  become  "  living  epistles,  known  and 
read  of  all  men"  they Nmight  diffuse  that  "  leaven" 
which  is  to  "  leaven  the  whole  lump/ '        ^ 

The  Chairman  observed,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
Christians  to  stand  unmoved  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ganges,  and  see  sharks  bearing  away  the  infatuated 
Hindoo ;  and  he  would  hope,  for  the  credit  of  mem- 
bers of  Christian  churches  in  the  vicinity  of  Tooley 
Street,  that  they  will  no  longer  witness,  with  indif- 
ference, abandoned  prostitutes  leading  Sailors  to  the 
vilest  brothels,  and  thus  hurrying  downward  to  perdi- 
tion hundreds  of  our  bravest  and  most  useful  men. 
Surely,  while  we  plead  so  strenuonsly  the  importance 
<tf  alleviating  the  miseries,  and  removing  the  moral 

the  Heathen  in  Asia  and  Africa,  we 
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ought  to  be  consistent,  and  not  suffer  our  countrymen 
to  perish  eternally  before  our  eye*,  while  we  have  the 
means  of  administering  to  their  relief  "  Physician 
heal  thyself"  is  an  ancient  adage  strictly  applicable  .to 
England ;  and  very  justly  might  the  Pagan,  the  Maho* 
noetan,  and  the  Papist,  interpret  it>  by  saying,  "before1 
we  can  admit  the  Protestant  faith  to  be  superior  to  our 
own,  let  us  see  its  fruits  exemplified  in  the  Captains, 
Mates,  and  Seamen,  you  send  to  our  countries."  The 
Chairman  begged  now  to  introduce  G.  Ward,  a  pkras 
Sailor,  who  was  one  of  the  noble  crew  of  the  Robert 
and  Margaret,  and  assisted  in  saving  three .  crews  of 
stranded  vessels  on  the  Bar.  He  was  sorry  to  inform 
the  ladies  and  gentlemen  present,  that  this  worthy 
Sailor  had  been  shipwrecked  on  the  North  Coast,  about 
a  fortnight  since,  and  had  only  just  arrived  in  London. 
G.  Ward  then  came  forward  with  great  modesty  and 
humility,  bowing  to  the  company,  and  observing  that 
many  allusions  had  been  made  this,  evening  to  Lord 
Nelson,  and  he  recollected  the  commands  of  that  great 
Admiral  were—"  England  expects  every,  man  to  do  his 
duty."  Over  your  head*  Mr.  Chairman,  (bowing  to  the 
chair)  is  an  ensign  bearing  a  red  cross  :  may  I  not  say 
now,  that  the  cross  of  Christ  expects  every  man  to  do 
his  duty  *— yea,  Sir  $  when  we  volunteered,  in  the  storm 
at  Memel,  to  go  off  in  the  life-boat  to  the  stranded 
ships,  it  was  the  blood  of  Christ  that  impelled  us  to  do 
our  duty,  and  risk  our  own  lives,  to  save  our  fellow 
Seamen  who  were  perishing  on  the  Bar.  (The  blood  of 
Christ  still  expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty.  We  poor 
Seamen  who  have  scarcely  been  thought  of  by  Christians 
on  shore,  we  stand  in  need  of  your  kind  help,  and  we 
are  much  obliged  to  you  for  thinking  of  us :  we  will 
in  return  pray  for  you.)  When  we  wtte  returning  home 
from  Memel,  we  had  such  a  gale  tfcat  air' hands  ex* 
pected  to  perish.  We  all  bowed  before  the  Lord,  and 
cried  for  help :  our  prayer  was  not  m  "vain  *  the  gale 
abated,  and  we  were  brought  safe  to  our  desired  haven* 
"  O  tjuvt"  all  "  men  would  praise  the  Lord  for  his 
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goodness"  to  poor  Seamen,  who  are  so  often  "tossed 
with  tempests,  and  not  comforted."  About  a  fortnight 
since,  our  ship  struck,  and  we  had  scarcely  time  to 
hoist  out  the  boat  and  leave  her.  It  was  night,  and  the 
sea  ran  high :  I  lost  my  all ;  but  what  affected  me  most 
was  this,  "  I  lost  my  Bible !"  Every  heart  was  affected 
at  this  artless  and  pious  narration,  and  tears  flowed 
abundantly,  to  hear  a  poor  shipwrecked  Sailor,  in  these 
days  of  Deism  and  Infidelity,  exclaim,  with  an  emphasis 
that  shewed  how  much  he  valued  the  book,  "J  lost  my 
Bible"  He  continued,  we  pulled  off  from  the  shore  to 
avoid  the 'broken  water,  (the  surging  billows  j)  our 
situation  was  dreadful;  in  an  open  boat,  at  night,  on 
a  boisterous  ocean/and  the  wind  blowing  furiously 
upon  us.  Our  Captain  advised  attempting  the  shore; 
we  dreaded  thi3,  and  cried,  No,  no !  Then  said  he,  if 
you  think  it  better  to  remain  out  at  sea  for  the  night, 
you  should  heave  the  boat  too  5  we  did  this,  and  I  fell 
upon  my  knees  in  the  boat,  and  cried,  "  O  God,  who 
hast  the  winds  in  thy  fist,  and  the  waters  in  the  hollow 
of  thy  hand,  O,  look  in  mercy  upon  us  poor  shipwrecked 
Sailors.*'  A  vessel  passed  us,  we  hailed  her ;  we  shouted 
our  distress :  but,  oh,  Sir,  there  are  some  British 
Seamen,  who  have  no  bowels  of  compassion — she  passed 
us,  and  left  us  to  perish"  [He  delivered  this  with  a  tone 
so  mournful,  and  a  manner  so  affecting,  that  every  heart 
was  ready  to  burst  with  pity  for  shipwrecked  Sailors ;  and 
indignation  at  the  unfeeling  Levite-like  crew  that  passed 
by,  regardless  of  the  misery  of  others;  "  Teach  me  to 
feel  another's  woe/'  vibrated  from  soul  to  soul.']  We 
continued  in  this  state  (said  he)  for  some  hours,  expect- 
ing to  be  ingulfed  every  moment,  until  our  God 
directed  a  vessel  near  us,  that  took  us  on  board,  and 
brought  us  safe  to  land.  I  stand  now  as  a  living  witness 
of  the  goodness  and  mercy  of  God.  O  think  of  us  poor 
Sailors,  when  we  are  far  off  at  sea,  and  you  are  com- 
fortable in  your  fteds  on  shore. 

Few  can  imagine  the  effect  of  this  address  on  afl  pre* 
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aent.    It  was  now  ten  o'clock,  but  scarcely  .an  indivi- 
dual stirred  from  his  seat    The  Chairman  had  once 
been  in  a  line-of-battle  ship,  that  struck  on  some  rocks 
off  the  French  coast,  and  when  all  hands  expected  to 
perish,  a  frigate,  to  which  signals. of  distress  were 
made,  refused  to  bear  down  on  the  wreck,  but  held,  on 
her  course.    The  tale  of  this  worthy  Sailor  had  so  much 
affected  him,  therefore,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  be 
could  sum  up  the  business  of  the  evening.   He  declared 
that  he  never  attended  any  public  meeting  in  his  life 
that  had  been  so  interesting,  and  so  important,  in  his 
▼lew,  as  this.  He  affirmed  that  this  object  had  for  some 
tfme  deeply  impressed  his  mind.    He  had  made  many 
sacrifices  of  his  own  concerns  in  the  country,  to  bring 
this  forward.    He  had  met  with  immense  difficulties  in 
the  progress  of  this  business,  but  he  now  felt  satisfied 
that  the  work  was  of  God,  and  therefore  must  prosper. 
He  stated,  that  the  Sailors  in  the  Lower  Pool  had  al- 
ready begun  to  set  an  example  of  energy  to  Christians 
on  shore.    They  had  gone  to  the  worst  neighbourhood 
in  Rotherhithe,  every  Sabbath  evening,  borrowed  dif- 
ferent rooms,  and  eight  or  nine  of  them  engaged  in 
prayer..   This  had  been  the  means  of  the  conversion  of 
many  depraved  watermen  and  abandoned  women.    He 
hoped  pious  Sailors  would  soon  labour  in  the  same  man- 
ner in  Tooley  Street  and  Ratcliff  Highway.  ,  He  dwelt 
on  the  necessity  and  importance  of  a  Sailors'  Magazine, 
He  wished  it  clearly  to  be  understood,  that  this  So- 
ciety had  only  in  view  the  promotion  of  loyalty,  mora- 
lity, and  religion,  among  Seamen.     It  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  religious  denominations.    Sailors 
were  left  fully  at  liberty  to  follow  on  shore  the  Church 
or  the  Meeting,  as  seemed  most  agreeable  to  them* 
selves.    The  grand  aim  of  the  Society  would  be  to 
improve  the  morals  of  the  Navy,  and  promote  every 
good  work  in  the  Merchant  service,  that  had  the  glory 
of  God  for  its  object.    Considerable  expenses  would  be 
menrred  by  the  measures  proposed,  and  he  had  there- 
fore to  solicit  Subscriptions,  and  announce  a  Collec- 
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■Odh.  He  also  begged  to  observe,  that  if  any  Lady  pre- 
sent Should  feel  disposed  to  present  the  shipwrecked 
"Sailor  with  *  Bible,  he  should  be  most  happy  to  be  the 
instr  amenfe  of  conveying  her  boanfiy  to  him.  He  hoped 
to  have  *  fall  meeting  at  the  London  Tavern,  *ad 
that  vaany  rapecrtabte  persona  would  eetne  forward 
to  aid  *  design  of  real  importance  to  the  Seamen  of 
Great  Britain. 


* . 
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BETHEL; 


OR, 


THE  FLAG  UNFURLED. 


"  Who  hath  despised  the  day  of  small  things  f?  The 
Saviour  compares  the  early  appearance  of  his  kingdom 
to  "  a  grain  of  mustard  seed,  the  smallest  of  all  seeds;1'  but 
containing  the  principle  of  growth,  and  destined  by  the 
blessing  of  God  to  become  "  a  great  tree ;" .  "  the 
leaves  of  which  shall  be  for  the  healing  of  the  Nations." 
Various  and  multiplied  have  been  the  works  of  God 
within  the  last  fifty  years,  for  the  promulgation-  of  bis 
Gospel  and  die  extension  of  the  Redeemers  kingdom. 
Evangelical  denominations  have  enlarged  their  borders 
jnd  rapidly  increased  their  numbers.  Benevolent  and 
pious  Institutions  have  started  up,  and  almost  covered  the 
earth  with  Bibles,  Schools,  Missionaries,  and  Religious 
Tracts.  Great  Britain  has  become  more  generally  evan- 
gelised ;  and  her  liberality,  candour,  and ,  zeal,  have  ex- 
cited universal  astonishment.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  lias 
•»een  exalted  and  God  glorified.  There  remained,  how- 
ever, a  very  numerous  body  of  our  countrymen  in  the 
Savy  and  m  the  Merchant  service,  who  were  compara- 
tively neglected  in  those  grand  exertions  to  promote  human 
happiness.  The  late  and  the  preceding  war  had  collected 
immense  numbers  in  the  naval  establishments-  and  the 
transport  service;  and  so  notorious  was  the  gross  im- 
morality of  our  seamen,  that  even  good  men  thought 
them  as  *•  given  up  to  work  alluncleannesa  with  greediness.'* 
It  was  at  this  period  that  the  Lord  was  graciously  train- 
ing up  some  persons  who  should  be  rescued  from  "the 
jaws  of  gaping  hell,"  and  devote  then*  maritime  know- 
ledo*  to  the  honour  of  Christ  and  the  eternal  interests  #>* 
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vcaraen.*  It  pleased  God  also  to  awaken  many  seamen  snfl 
officers  in  different  ships,  and  the  Writer  had  the  pleasure 
about  seven  yean  ago,  to  correspond  with  King's  ships  in  aH 
parts  of 'the  world,  many  of  which  hod  religious  societies 
and  prayer  meetings  on  bond.  The  establishment  of 
Peace  has  proved  highly  favourable  to  th»  advancement 
of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  among  sailors  ;  and  it  is  well 
observed  in  a  late  publication,  "  Since  the  release  of  many 
of  our  brave  defenders  from  actual  service,  numerous 
gratifying  tokens  have  appeared,  that  amidst  the  hazardous ' 
operations  of  war,  religion  was  obtaining  no  slight  in- 
fluence in  our  numerous   fleets;  and  one   of  the   most 

-  gratifying  of  these  tokens,  has  been  the  recent  appearance 
of  an  unusual  number  of  naval  officers  decidedly ' con- 
cerned for  the  interest  of  the  Gospel,  some  of  whom  have 
beconte  its  acceptable  and  successful  ministers  both 
within  and  without  the  pale  of  the  established  church. 
It  was  natural  that  'these  servants  of  the  most  High- 
God'  should  have  the  deepest  sympathy  with  the  moral 
wants  of  those  whom  they  had  commanded  in  battle, 'and 
should  make  it  their  first  endeavour  to  '  shew  unto  them 
the  way  of  salvation ;'  and  it  can  be  more  readily  con- 
ceived than  described,  with  what  surprise  and  attention 
sailors  listened  to  their  ministry  from  the  pulpit,  or  read 
their  instructions  from  the  press." 

A  new   scene  was  also  to  open  in  this  department, 

'illustrative  of  the  sovereignty  Hud  grace  of  God:  its 
commencement  was -simple  but  efficient,  A was  ac- 
customed, when  a  a  boy,  to  visit  colliers,  his  father  being 
a  coal-meter.  The'Lord  had  rescued  him  from  sin,  and 
he  had  suffered  so  much  under  convictions,  and  received 
so  little  attention  from  Christians  at  that  time,  that  lie 

*  In  tide  n stouter  might  be  mentioned  fame  of  lb*  mail  tctjto 
member,  nf  the  Nival  Bible  Society .  the  Merchant  Seenien't  Bible 
Soniely,  Hie  Port  of  London  Society,  ud  the  offioen  who  *» 
taupljrnjr  «'«  Mainen  of  die  Thsunee  with  Bihlti,  a  reapeeUble 
i-lorKtmnn  wlio  hm  written  Trnot*  for  eeuaeii,  ■  depoiitorj  who 
•  (lisirilind'S  Diem;  ibb\  if  it  be  net  preeumptnoiu  to  idd,  Ibe  Writer 
of  tlits  Tract,  end  manj  who  are  moat  ualoai  in  promoting  the  ptnjer 
iueMM£B  among  seamen,  end  ndoptiog  the  most  efficient  plmi  for  the 
:■■■■■  e.  Thus  Aloiet  we*  born  when  line!  *■>  rooiiop|«en- 
ed,  ■  ■■:    r  faiuro  deliverer  :   end,   in  lb*  wont  of  time*,   Jelionb 

u.ijbetn  ■.■.■  .wring  bis  chief  instrument!  for  the  greet  work  iub> 
wtJob  he  has  eppoid'.ed  tliem. 
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bad  determined  to  pity  and,  help  any  one  who  appeared' 
to  him  uaden  serious  impressions.  One  day  in  1814, 
while  attending  a  Wesleyan  chapel,  he  formed  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  captain  of  the  ship  Friendship,  from 
South  Shields,  whom  he  observed  weeping  under ,  the 
sermon.  A-  —  visited  the  ship,  and  seeing  the  crew  idle, 
asked  if  they  would  come  into  the  cabin,,  and  he  wouIq 
pray  with  them ;  this  was  complied  with,,  and  the  ship 
was  visited  a  second  time  for  the  same  purpose.  The 
ship  Hammond,  captain  R *  of  Hartley,  lay  on  the  quar- 
ter of  the  Friendship,  and  the  captain  requested  that  a- 
similar  meeting  might  take  place  in  his  ship.  Thus 
occasionally  prayer  meetings*  were  held  in  those  two  ships, 
and  the  Venus  of  South  Shields,  captain  M— ,  when 
they  lay  in  the  river  to  discharge  their  cargo*  The  work, 
of  God  gradually  advanced,,  and  the  following  ships 
were   added  to    the    number  for  encouraging  prayer: 

The  Robert  and  Margaret,  captain  G ,  of  Newcastle; 

the  Amphitrite  of  North  Shields,  captain  M         ;  the 

Xeno  of  North  Shields,  captain  H ;  and  the  John, 

captain  R ,  of  North  Shields.     All  these  captains 

were  very  earnest  in  promoting  social  prayer,  and  two 
meetings  a  week,  were  generally  held  on  board  as  they 
arrived  in  the  river.  In  this  way  they  proceeded  for 
about  two  years  and  a  half.     Early  in  the  year  1817,  the 

Xeno  arrived  with  a  pious  man,  Mr.  W ;  as  mate ; 

he  manifested  a  peculiar  anxiety  for  those  meetings,  and 

on  the  next  voyage,  the  captain  being  ill,  Mr;  W 

came  up  as  master,  and  he  proposed  to  A— and  others, 
that  sailor  8  prayer  meetings  should  be  made  more  genera), 
and  that  they  should  apply  to  any  captain  to  lend  his 
•hip.  for  this  purpose*  The  first  vessel  obtained  in  this 
way  was  the  Juno  of  North  Shields,  captain  M  -,  the 
Happy  Return  and  others  soon  followed,  and  the  business 
assumed  a  degree  of  importance  that  promised  the  most 
essential  benefit  to  seamen.  It  being  winter  some  method 
was  necessary  to  apprise  the  sailors  what  ship  was 
appointed  for  the  night.  ,  A  signal  was  fixed  on,  and  a 
lantern  hoisted  at   the  main  top-gallant-mast  head  on 

board  the  Thomas  of  North   Shields,  captain  M . 

As  the  spring  advanced  it  was  agreed  that  a  blue -flag 
should  be  made,  the  word  Bethel  in  the  centre,  and  a 
Star  in  the  corner  rising  in  the  East,  in  red ;  another  fls* 
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with  a  Dove  also  bearing  an  olive  branch  has  since  been 
added.  This  was  first  hoisted  on  the  Lord's  Day  after- 
noon, on  board  the  Zephyr,  captain  H — — ,  of  South 
Shields,  when  the  people  assembled  were  more  numerous 
than  on  any  preceding  occasion.  About  this  time,  May 
1817,  a  friend,  designated  Onesiphorus,  heard  of  thi 
work  of  the  Lord  among  seamen,  and  sent  the  following 
accounts  to  the  Religious  Tract  Society: — 

"June  SO,  1817. 

"  A  few  Weeks  ago  I  was  informed,  by  a  friend,  that  there 
was  much  good  going  forward  among  the  sailors  on  board 
the  Colliers  in  the  river ;  that  they  had  prayer  meetings 
almost  every  evening  in  the  week,  which  were  very  well 
attended;,  and  that  all  who  were  disposed  to  attend 
were  summoned  by  a  blue  flag,  at  the  main  top-gallant- 
mast  head,  on  which  was  inscribed,  in  large  letters,  the 
significant  motto,  Bethel ;  that  it  was  generally  hoisted 
at  twelve  o'clock  in  the  day,  and,  at  the  hour  of  meeting 
(about  seven  in  the  evening^  it  was  very  gratifying  to  see 
boats,  with  seamen  from  different  ships,  proceeding  to 
the  '  House  of  Prayer.'  It  gave  me  much  pleasure  to 
hear  the  account;  and,  as  my  business  lies  in  the  ship- 
ping, I  determined,  the  first  opportunity,  to  ascertain  the 
truth  of  it. 

"  On  Thursday  afternoon,  I  had  occasion  to  go  down 
the  /  river,  and,  in  the  midst  of  a  number  of  colliers, 
saw  the  signal,  and  rowed'  silently  alongside.  The  quar- 
ter-deck was  covered  with  an  awning,  one  of  the  sailors 
was  engaged  in  prayer ;  on  his  concluding,  another  im- 
mediately began.  Their  expressions,  of  gratitude  for 
mercies  received,  and  sorrow  on  account  of  the  depra- 
vity of  their  hearts ;  their  humble  trust  on  a  crucified 
Jesus  for  salvation,  and  prayers  for  each  other  that  thev 
might  be  kept  from  the  evil  of  the  world,  and  all  th* 
temptations  to  which  they  were  exposed,  evidently  shewed/ 
that  they  had  set  their  feces  towards  Zion.  On  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  second  prayer,  they  sang  a  hymn,  one  gave 
the  benediction,  and  they  began  to  separate.  I  imme- 
diately went  upon  deck,  and  said  to  the  captain,  I  hoped 
he  would  excuse  the  intrusion  of  a  stranger*  who  bad 

been  alongside  a  short  time,  and  was  happy  to  hear  them 
to  well,  and,  I  hoped,  so  profitably  engaged.    He  replied, 


•  There  was  no  occasion  for  any  apology,  as  they  were  all 
rejoiced  when  any  one  cane  from  the  shore  to  their  meet- 
ings,  as  it  encouraged  and  helped  them  on,  and  He  begged 

1  would  come,  the  following  eveningj'on  board  the  H ;' 

And  added,  'if  you  could   procure  us    some   Tracts, 
we  should  be  very  much  obliged — we  are  mnch  in  want 
of  sorate,  and  they  are  the  means  of  doing  a  dealof  good.' 
He  told  me  there  were  seven  ships  in  the  trade,  in  which 
there  was  regular  Family  Devotion,  everv  morning  and 
evening,  at  tea  and  in  harbour ;  and  he  hoped  mncb 
good  would  accrue  from  It*    On  leaving  the  ship,  I  pro* 
mtsed,  if  possible,  to  be  with  them  on  Friday,,  and  bring 
them  some  Tracts.    I  accordingly  went,  having  a  sup- 
ply from  the  Depository,  and  took  Mrs.  P.  and  my  sou 
with  me.    On  delivering  the  parcel  to  capt.   W.,  he  ex- 
pressed his  gratitude  in  such  terms,  that,  if  any  of  your 
committee  had  been  on  board,  I  think  it  would  have  done 
their  hearts  good.    He  was  not  long  before  he  set.  to 
work,  in  the  distribution  of  a  part,  to  those   honest  tars 
who  had,  by  this  time,  arrived,  with  a  few  spare  ones  to 
distribute  among  their  shipmates,  who  could  not,  or  per- 
haps, had  not  inclination  to  come ;  the  pleasure  with 
which  thev  were  received  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.    The 
mate  of  the  H— —  told  me,  yesterday,  that  the  people 
sat  up  on  the  half-deck  till  near  midnight,  reading  them. 

"  At  a  quarter  past  seven  the  people  were  all  called  on 
the  quarter-deck,  when  the  service  began  by  singing  a 
hymn,  and  then  prayer,  and  so  alternately  tiH  nine  o'clock, 
when  the  meeting  concluded.  There  were  about  thirty 
present,  of  whom  about  nine  or  ten  engaged — two  or 
three  were  captains,  the  others  mates  and  seaujen ;  and,. 
I  do  assure  you,  it  is  very  long  since  f  enjoyed  such  a 
pleasant  opportunity.  Their  fervent  prayers  at  the 
throne  of  grace,  for  the  '  Strangers,  whom  nothing 
but  christian  love  could  have  induced  to  come  and  visit 
a  parcel  of  poor  Sailors,'  was  truly  affecting.  The  place 
t  was  indeed  a  Bethel,  and  I  think  it  could  be  swfl  by  all 
present,  •  It  was  good  to  be  here/  Before  we  left  the 
!*jiip,  we  had  many  more  expressions  of  gratitude  for  the 
Tracts,  and  an  unanimous  wish  that  we  should  repeat  our 
%  isiu,  and  also  bring  some  pious  friends  with  us. 

"  1  think  these  poor  sailors  ought  to  be  encouraged 
by  us  on  shore,  and  thev  will  he  very  active  and  use 
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Ail  distributors  of  those  silent  preachers,  Religioui 
Tract* ;  and  if  the  Committee  would  grant  some,  I  should 
be  happy  in  helping  to  '  cast  their  bread  upon  the 
JVaters  ;\  the  good  effects  of  which  will,  doubtless,  be 
found  after  many  days." 

This  very  gracious  display  of  Almighty  mercy  to  sail- 
ors was  chiefly  am  pug  the  colliers,  in  what  is  called  the 
Lower  Pool ;  and  it  was  natural  to  suppose  the  sailors 
would  flock  on  shore  to  hear  the  word  of  God.  This  was 
soon  observed,  in  one  meeting;  and  as  the  numbers  be- 
came too  great  to  be  accommodated,  a  respectable  and 
pious  merchant  at  Rotherhi  the 'determined  on  enlarging  a 
room  he  had  previously  erected  for  a  Sunday  School. — 
This  was  done  at  a  very  considerable  ex  pence,  which  Mr. 
J.  generously  bore  himself,  from  an  earnest  wish  to  bene- 
fit the  souls  of  our  brave  seamen. 

Prayer  meetings  were  established  every- Sabbath  morn- 
ing at  seven  o'clock,  and  preaching  in  the  afternoon  at 
half- past  two,  together  with  a  weekly  service  on  the 
Wednesday  evenings.  All  these  means  of  grace  have 
been  well  attended,  and  exceedingly  profitable.  Mr.  J. 
being  a  member  of  the  Wesleyan  methodists,  and  occasi- 
onally preaching,  he  has  deemed  it  right  to  meet  the  pi- 
ous sailors  in  class,  for  Christian  communication,  and  had 
at  one  time  not  less  than  50  present,  who  appeared  to  en- 
joy the  love  of  Christ  shed  abroad  in  their  hearts  by  the 
Holy  Ghost  given  unto  them,  so  mightily  grew  the  wori 
of  the  Lord  and  prevailed. 

It  was  not  to  be  imagined  that  Satan  would  view  with 
indifference  such  an  assault  on  his  kingdom  as  was  now 
making  by  converted  sailors.     Persecution,  therefore,  the 
natural  consequence  of  a  revival  in  "religion,  raged  furi- 
ously for  a  time.  *   Owners  forbade  their  captains  allow- 
ing such  meetings  on  board  their  ships.     Ungodly  cap- 
tains and  sailors  poured  forth  the  most  dreadful  oaths ; 
<    even  cabin  boys  Joined  in  throwing  coals  at  those  who 
•     were,  seriously  disposed  ;  and  the  watermen  united  in  the 
i         general  clamour  against  this  work/  of  God.     Sailors  to 
their  utter  astonishment  found,  that  when  they  called  for 
'     '    damnation  with  every  breath — when  they  wallowed  in  un- 
f        cleanness,  and  pressed  forward  to  destroy  body  and  soul, 
f       then  they  were  appiaudad ;  but  now  that  they  wished  to 
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the  salvation  of  their  souls,  the  comfort  of  their  fa- 
milies, and  the  glory  of  God ;  they  were  accursed  of  men, 
and  bitterly  persecuted.  The  Lord  (heir  God  graciously 
supported  them.  They  have  lived  down  those  preju- 
dices; weathered  the  storms;  and  compelled  their  ene- 
mies to  confess  that  this  is  the  work  of  God. 

Two  months  after   the  visit  of  O ,  the  writer 

arrived  in  London,  and  was  informed  of  the  Thames 
prayer  meetings,  and  an  early  evening  was  appointed 
when  he  should  visit  a  ship,  and  witness  the  holy  efforts 
of  pious  sailors.  The  vessel  boarded  on  this  occasion, 
was  the  Zephyr,  Capt  H.  The  writer,  filled  with  asto- 
nishment at  what  he  heard  and  saw,  addressed  the  sea- 
men, and  in  a  few  days  afterwards  preached  to  them  on 
the  deck  of  the  Zephyr,  to  a  crowded  congregation.  De- 
termined to  improve  this  pleasing  gale  of  Divine  Grace 
«unong  English  sailors,  he  announced  a  sermon  to  them  at 
Poplar,  and  there  publicly  solicited  a  ship  for  another 
sermon,  if  any  merchant  or  owner  was  present.  The 
Agenoria  was  immediately  offered  him,  and  he  preached 
on  board  her  to  an  immense  multitude  of  sailors.  A  few 
weeks  afterwards  he  preached  again  on  the  deck  of  the 
John,  Capt.  B.  and  invited  the  sailors  to  engage  in  pray- 
er. Those  aquatic  exertions  produced  in  his  mindth* 
idea  of  a  floating  chapel  ;   a  plan  in  which  O 


joined,  and  united  with  him  in  transferring  the 
scheme  to  the  respectable  and  piftus  gentlemen  who  have 
so  ably  managed  the  business,  and  established  the  Ark 
for  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  on  the  river  Thames. — 
These  particulars  are  presented  much  more  in  detail  in  a 
Tract  called  the  "  British  Ark ;"  but  they  are  narrated 
here  to  preserve  the  connexion  of  events,  by  means  of 
which  the  Lord  has  graciously  conducted  to  the  present 
crisis.  •  Hie  prayer  meetings  coutinued  to  advance  through 
1818,  and  the  water  again  bad  the  pleasure  in  the  summer 
of  that  year  to  unite  with  the  seamen  on  boardlbe  fcephy  r, 
and  other  ships,  in  those  soul-reviving  services.  The  Nine- 
teenth Annual  Report  of  the  Religious  Tract  Society,  con- 
tains the  following  communication  from  O — •— — ,  on  this 


it 


January  20,  1818. 

"  Thb  Tracts  I  received  for  the  seamen  I  have  had  many 
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opportunities  *  of  distributing,  particularly  on  board  then- 
ships  where  sermons  were  preached  during  the  late  ram- 
mer, and  at  the  prayer  meetings  in  other  ships.  In  every 
instance'  they  were  thankfully  received  and  eagerly  sought 
sifter,  and  1  could  have  easily  distributed  many  more  each 
time,  but  thought  it  would  be-the  best  plan  rather  to  have 
too  few  than  a  superabundance,  for  if  they  are  thrust 
upon  them  they  may  be  the  less  esteemed. 

"  Within  the  last  five  or  six  weeks,  I  had  to  send  some 
goods  on  board  a  ship  lying  at  Blackwall.  On  the  return  of 
my  man,  he  said  to  me,  •  Why,  Sir,  the  ■■  is  one  of  • 

your  ships.' — I  asked  him  why  it  was  one  of  mine  ? — lie 
said,  *  Before  we  got  alongside,  we  heard  a  very  loud  sing- 
ing ;  and  when  we  made  fast  to  the  ship,  I  found  they  were 
singing  hymns.  The  captain  had  his  cabin  filled  with 
sorqei  friends  from  the  shore,  his  own  ship's  company, 
and  as  many  of  the  sailors  as  he  could  persuade  to  come 
from  the  ships,  in  the  tier;  and  they  were  holding  a  prayer- 
meeting,  such  as  they  have  oa  board  the  colliers.'— -Hav- 
ing a  few  of  your  Tracts  left  I  thought  I  could  not  dispose 
of  them  better  than  to  the  captain,  of  the  ship.  I  found  • 
him  out  next  day,  and  sent  them  on  board  his  ship ;  they 
aTe  now  on  their  way  to  the  West  Indies.  The  captain  (as 
far  as  can*  be  m  judged  from  so  slight  an  acquaintance) 
seems  to  be  a  very-  pious  man ;  he  told  me  be  had  once  a 
ship's  company,  at  Jamaica,  of  seventeen  hands,  who  were 
all  praying  men" 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Report  contains  farther  informa- 
tion from  the  same  source,  dated 

"  June  29,  1818. 

»  * 

"  A  few  days  after  receiving  your  last  grant  of  Tracts, 
I  visited  all  the  vessels  at  the  wharfs,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river,  from  London  Bridge  to  Pickle  Herring 
Stairs.  The  anxiety  of  the  sailors  to  obtain  Tracts  was 
great ;  and  one,  in  particular,  said,  that  he  took  it  very 
kind  of  me  to  bring  the  Tracts,  and  that  he  should  read 
them  with  pleasure.  I  could  not  help  remarking,  with  great 
;  satisfaction,  after  having  left  one  tier  of  ships  and  gone  to 
the  next,  when  I  looked  back,  and  saw  the  men  and  boys, 
ipho  had  before  been  talking  about  some  very  idle  (if  not 
worse)  matters,  now  differently  engaged : — two  or  three 


wtrt  seated  on  the  Windlass, — two  leaning  against  the 
capstan — some  on  the  hatchways — and  others  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  vessels  ;  all  intent  on  reading  your 
Tracts,  and  not  a  word  was  to  be  heard.  In  each  of  the 
vessels  I  visited  that  evening,  I  spoke  to  them  of  the  Float- 
ing Chapel,  moored  off  the  London  Docks,  expressly  for 
M'amen,  and  urged  them  to  go ;  many  promised  they  would, 
1  have  reason  to  think,  from  the  respectable  number  of 
seamen  who  attend  the  Ark,  that  my  advice  has  been 
followed.  May  the  number  increase,  till  other  floating 
places  of  worship  are  found  necessary  to  contain  them. — 
I  have  had  a  great  call  for  Tracts,  to  supply  the  seamen 
who  attend  worship  on  the  river ;  and  as  we  have  new 
faces  almost  every  Sabbath,  a  new  distribution  is  con- 
stantly necessary. 

"  1  have  given  many  to  sailors,  on  my  way  to  a.  chapel, 
on  the  Sabbath,  as  it  lies  near  the  water-side.  One 
young  sailor,  who  was  lounging  about,  I  asked;  whe- 
ther he  went  to  a  place  of  worship  ?  '  Sometimes,  Sir.' — 
*  And  why  don't  you  go  now,  my  lad ;  the  church  bells  are 
chiming,  and  it  is  a  very  bad  plan  to  be  idling  in  the 
streets,  as,  very  frequently,  young  men  get  into  bad  com- 
pany through  it,  and  come  to  a  bad  end/  He  said,  his 
clothes  were  not  good  enough.  I  replied,  '  If  you  will  not 
be  ashamed  to  be  seen  in  my  company,  I  shall  not  be 
ashamed  of  yours  ;  and,  as  I  am  going  to  a  place  of  wor- 
ship, come  along  with  me.!  He  immediately  turned  round, 
and  followed  me.  I  seated  him  in  my  pew,  gave  him  a 
hymn-book ;  and  he  was  so  well  pleased,  that  he  came  on 
the  subsequent  Sunday,  brought  one  of  his  shipmates 
with  him,  and  told  me,  he  should  make  a  practice  of  at- 
tending in  future,  whenever  he  was  in  port* 

"lam  convinced,  by  this  one  instance,  that,  if  serious 
Christians  would  in  an  affectionate  way,  take  these  poor 
fellows  by  the  hand,  and  use  a  little  persuasion,  the  streets 
would  in  a  great  measure  be  cleared,  and  our  places  of 
worship  better  attended  by  seafaring  men.*  1  afterwards 
wftit  on  board  the  ship  this  young  man  belonged  to,  and 
distributed  Tracts  to  all  the  ship's  company., 

"  On  my  way  to  the  Floating  Chapel  lately,  on  a  Sabbath 
morning,  I  was  overtaken  by  a  steam  packet,  having  a 

*  Itts  pita  will  tomi  bs  adopted.    8f  page  39. 
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party  of  pleasure  on  board,  with  a  band  of  music,  playing 
song  tunes.  I  could  not  help  thinking,  with  gratitude, 
of  the  difference  of  our  pursuits :  once  I  could  have 
joined  with  them  in  the  profanation  of  that  sacred 
day ;  but  now  I  could,  feel  there  was  a  difference,  and 
could,  I  hope,  say,  '  I  had  rather  be  a  door-keeper  in  the 
house  of  my  God,  than  dwell  in  the  tents  of  wicked- 
ness.' Feeling  for  them,  thus  wasting  their  '  inch  of 
time/  I  ordered  my  boat  on  the  weather-side  of  the  steam 
boat,  and  succeeded  in  throwing  on  the  deck  three  Tracts, 
entitled,  The  End  of  Time.  They  were  immediately 
picked  up  by  some  of  the  passengers,  £nd  I  hope  were 
read.  We  may  never  hear  in  this  world  of  the  truths  con- 
tained in  them  having  been  sent  home  to  the  consciences  of 
the  readers,  but  I  have  no  doubt  of  thousands  having  to 
relate,  in  glory,  that  they  were  converted  through  reading 
your  Tracts  dispersed  in  a  casual  manner. 

"  Last  Monday  I  was  invited  to  the  prayer  meeting,  on 
board  one  of  the  colliers,  and  was  happy  to  find  it  held 
in  the  ship  commanded  by  the  captain  who  first  set  these 
meetings  or*  foot ;  1  had  often  heard  of  him  with  pleasure, 
but  never  before  saw  him.  We  had  a  most  pleasant 
evening  ;  many  of  the  weather-beaten  sailor's  prayed  in  a 
most  fervent  manner:  and  it  is  really  good  to  be  with 
them.  After  the  meeting  was  concluded  1  distributed 
some  Tracts  to  them,  and  reserved  a  few  for  the  captain 
which  he  was  very  thankful  for.  He  mentioned  the  fol- 
lowing circumstance  to  me,  which  occurred  last  summer, 
whilst  lying  in  the  Thames,  discharging  his  cargo.  '  I 
was  one  morning  very  much  annoyed  as  I  was  in  bed,  by 
three  of  the  coal-heavers  swearing  at  one  another  in  the 
most  horrid  manner ;  I  called  the  mate,  and  asked  him  if 
he  had  got  The  Swearer's  Prayer;  be  looked  over  a 
few  Tracts  I  had  in  a  drawer,  and  found  one,  the  only 
one  left.  I  dressed  myself,  and  went  on  deck  ;  laid  hold 
of  the  one  who  swore  most,  and  took  him  to  the  other 
end  of  the  ship ;  made  him  call  the  other  two  men,  and 
gave  him.  the  Tract,. desiring  him  to  read  it  out  loud  to  th£ 
others.     He  began,  and  at  length  got  through  it,  but  not 

without  tears.    He  said,   Mr.  H— ■ ,  do  you  think 

there  cau  be  mercy  for  me?  He  repeated  the  question 
with.  £reat  earnestness,  orying  all  the  time. ,  I  told  him, 
(laid  Capt.  H >)  that  thece  was  mercy  for  the  vileat 
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sinner,  that  repented  and  fled  to  the  blood  of  Christ.  — 
The  man  replied,  Then  there  is  hope,  and  I  will  seek 
after  it,  and  trust  I  shall  never  more  be  guilty  of  such 

sins.     Capt.  H told  me  he  had  never  seen  the 

man  since ;  but  he  really  hoped,  from  the  impression 
made  upon  him,  his  great  earnestness,  his  tears,  and  his 
desire  for  mercy,  that  it  was  the  work  of  the  Spirit  ol , 
God  upon  his  heart 

"  I  have  promised  Tracts  for  the  ships'  companies  of 
two  Indiamen,  both  to  sail  very  soon.  I  am  happy  to 
say,  the  captains  of  both  these  ships  are  pious  men,  and 
have  regular  worship  at  all  times,  when  the  ships*  duties 
will  permit." 

Another  letter  is  dated  October  20,  1818,  from  whence 
the  following  is  extracted : 

**  At  a  prayer  meeting  lately  held  on  board  one  of  the 
colliers,  one  tract  was  given  to  each  sailor  present :  the 
number  distributed  was  one  hundred  and  seventy  two: 
the  deck  of  the  ship  was  covered.  Will  it  not  give  you 
pleasure  to  hear,  that  so  many  of  our  brave  seamen  were 
collected  together  to  worship  God  ;  to  pray  for  the  spread 
of  the.  Gospel,  and  for  a  blessing  on  the  Tract,  and  other 
societies  formed  to  promote  the  glory  of  God  ?" 

Thus  the  work  of  the  Lord  proceeded  rapidly  among  sail- 
ors, and  many  pious  friends  were  raised  up  to  encourage  it. 
The  writer's  attention  this  summer,  was  chiefly  directed 
to  the  Ark,  and  as  this  vessel  was  crowded  on  the  Sabbath 
mornings,  he  usually  invited  three  or  four  pious  seamen  to 
engage  in  prayer.  Many  hundreds  from  the  shore  will 
long  rememcr  bthose  delightful  seasons ;  and  several  of 
the  most  striking  expressions  used  by  the  seamen  at  this 
time,  have  produced  the  most  powerful  impressions  on 
vnregenerate  landsmen. 

We  had  long  thought  of  the  vessels,  that  lie  'between 
London  Bridge  and  the  Ark ;  and  as  no  praye/meetingsbad 
been  held  in  this  part  of  the  River,  it  was  particularly 
desirable  .  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  establish 
them  here.  The  Lower  Fool  extends  from  Limehoftse  to 
the  London  Docks,  including  the  Surry  Canal.  The  Upper 
Pool  reaches  from  the  London  Docks  to  London  Bridge. 
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The  prayer  meetings  had  hitherto  been  confined  to  the 
Lower  Pool,   among   the  sailors.     Impressed  with   the 

importance  of  such  meetings  in  the  Upper  Pool,  O 

one  day  hinted  this  to  a  captain  from  Hull,  whose  ves- 
sel lay  at  Chamberlain's  wharf,  close  to  London  Bridge ; 
an  evening  was  appointed,  and  the  writer  was  to  open  the 
meeting  with  an  address  on  board  his  ship,  the  Ocean, 
captain  F—  The  winter  was  approaching,  the  days  soon 
closed,  and  two  lanterns  were  therefore  hoisted,  as  a  sig- 
nal, at  the  main  top-gallant-mast  head.  The  writer  com- 
ing down  Fish  Street  Hill,  beheld  the  lanterns,  and  stand- 
ing on  '  London  Bridge,  indulged  the  following  train  of 
thought. 

A  signal  for  prayer.  How  strange  ! !  I  have  seen 
almost  every  signal  usually  made,  in  the  merchant  service 
and  the  navy,  but  none  like  this.  As  signal  officer  I 
have  been  accustomed  to  make,  to  repeat,  and  to  answer 
signals,  night  and  day,  in  calms,  or  storms,  or  fogs  or  bat- 
tles;  I  have  in  consequence  witnessed  signals  to  weigh,  to 
moor,  to  form  in  line,  to  chase,  to  board,  and  to  hear 
prayers  read,  but  never  until  this  moment  did  I  behold  a 
signal,  close  to  London  Bridge,  for  Sailors  to  assemble 
and  pray  themselves. 

A  signal  for  prayer.  How  unexpected  J  !  What !  Eng- 
lish sailors  pray !  The  river  Thames  exhibit  a  standard 
for  God  i!  Is  it  possible  that  sailors,  who  have  been  prover- 
bial for  drunkenness,  blasphemy,  impurity,  and  desperate 
wickedness — that  they  should  be  eminent  for  social  pray- 
er, and  personal  piety.  Alas !  English  sailors  have 
long  been  given  up  by  many  good  men,  as  abandoned  of 
God  to  work  all  nncleanness  with  greediness.  They  have 
literally  been  led  captive  by  the  Devil,  at  bis  will.  The 
Thames  with  very  few  exceptions  has  been  under  the  do- 
minion of  the  God  of  this  world.  Every  week  its  thou- 
sands of  depraved  mariners  have  rushed  on  shore  and 
like  a  swarm  of  locusts  from  the  bottomless  pit,  filled  the 
public  houses  and  brothels  on  the  banks,  contaminating 
the  very  atmosphere  with  their  polluted  breaths,  and  im- 
piously defying  the  terrors  of  death,  of  judgment,  and  of 
hell.  Sin  has  abounded.  Satan  has  reigned.  Hell  baa 
triumphed.  Millions  have  been  damned.  Is  toe  period 
now  arrived  when  He,  who  led  captivity  captive,  and  re- 
ceived gifts  for  the  rebellious,  that  the  Lord  God  mi£Ut} 
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dwell  among  them,  should  reign  among  sailors?  Is  al- 
mighty grace  now  to  superabound  ?  Sin  has  risen  to  the 
banks  of  the  Thames,  in  a  dreadful  flood',  arousing  the  an- 
ger of  God.  Is  eternal  mercy  now  to  overflow  the  banks, 
and  ^race  reign  among  Sailors,  through  righteousness  unto  - 
eternal  life  ?  Wondrous  thought;  surely  the  Son  of  God 
again  condescends  to  visit  this  sea  of  Galilee  and  pluck 
these  as  brands  from  the  burnings,  that  they  may  be  heirs 
of  God  .and  joint  heirs  of  Christ. 

A  signal  for  prayer.  What  an  example  for  London  Chris- 
tians! Sailors  have  been  bold  for  sin,  they  are  now  bold 
for  righteousness;  they  were  not  ashamed  of  Satan  as  their 
master,  and  now  they  blush  not  to  avow  Christ  as  theii 
Redeemer.  His  "  ensign*'  shall  be  raised  and  his  signals 
made,  until  He  draws  all  men  unto  him.  Christiana, 
examine  your  prayer  meetings,  how  thinly  attended! 
how  dull  the  service!  how  heavy  and  long  the  pray- 
ers. Say  you,  a  little  more  sleep,  a  little  more  slumber? 
No,  arouse  from  your  supioeness  and  lethargy,  go  to  the 
Ark — go  to  the  Thames,  board  the  ship  of  prayer,  and 
there  learn  how  "  the  kingdom  of  heaven  suffers  violence 
and  the  violent  taken  by  force/1 

A  signal  for  prayer  I  How  cheering  to  my  hear  pi 
Blessed  God !  141  hasten  on  board,  and  mingle  my  tears, 
and  prayers,  and  praise  with  my  brother  seamen.  Ah ! 
Lord,  long,  very  long  have  •  I  been  a  poor  wanderer  from 
thee.  Preserved  in  the  storm,  defended  in  the  battle,  and 
yet  I  knew  thee  not.  Well,  thou  hast  brought  me  up  at  last 
in  safe  anchorage ;  my  anchor's  cast  within  the  veil.  "  The 
fair  havens"  are  full  in  prospect,  and  -eternity  like  a  vast 
ocean  rolls  before  me.  Oh  grant,  God  of  all  my  mercies, 
ere  Haunch  forth  into  that  fathomless  abyss ;  grant,  I  be- 
seech thee,  that  the  nnworthiest  of  all  thy  worms  may  be 
made  useful  to  sailors.  f 

The  tears  stole  down  the  cheeks  of  the  writer  as  he 
closed  this  ejacnlatory  address,  and  he  hastened  on  board 
to  use  the  means  in  which  the  blessing  might  be  found. 

The  night  being  very  dark  and  wet,  the  meeting  was 
held  in  the  cabin  of  the  Ocean.  It  was  quite  full  and  seve- 
ral sailors  stowed  themselves  away  on  the  half  deck.  This 
meeting  was  followed  by  several  more  tit  the  Upper  Pool ; 
and  repeated  assemblies  for  prayer  on  the  decks,  or  in 
the  cabins  of  different  ships,  produced  both  ri«eovery  and 
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«mion.  Several  pious  captains  and  sailors  were  disco- 
vered, and  all  were  united  in  the  grand  object  of  benefit* 
ing  the  souls  of  sailors  in  general 

We  could  have  inserted  a  long  list  of  ships,  on  board 
of  which  prayer  meetings  have  since  been  held  in  the 
Upper  Pool,  and  detail  many  highly  interesting  facts ;  but 
even  this  is  not  to  be  considered  as  a  specimen  of  the  - 
Lower  Pool ;  for,  during  the  last  winter,  when  many  ships 
were  up  from  the  North,  grayer  meetings  have  been  held 
in  seven  or  nine  ships  in  one  night,  mi  each  of  which 
many  sailors  have  attended,  and  several  prayed.  Lan- 
terns have  been  seen  from  tier  to  tier  as  signals,  and  the 
lower  part  of  the  Thames  has  exhibited  the  most,  extra- 
ordinary appearance.  Early  in. the  present  year,  O— — 
communicated  the  following  letter,  which  has  been  printed 
v  in  the  20th  Report  of  the  Tract  Society. 

"  January  11, 1819.  - 

"The  very  extensive  field  in  which  I  am  employed,  in 
distributing  Religious  Tracts  among  seamen,"  has  again 
reduced  my  stock  so  low,  as  to  render  another  appeal  to 
your  liberality  necessary ;,  especially  for  such  Tracts  as 
are  particulary  calculated  to  do  good  to  that  valuable, 
but  too  long  neglected, .  cUss  of  men.     Notwithstanding 
the  number  of  Tracts  which  have  been  given  to  sailor*, 
I  still  "believe  there  are  hundreds,  perhaps  thousands, 
NOW  in  ships  on  the  river  Thames,  who  have  never  seen 
one.      The    utility   of  them  has  been    seen,    in    the 
course  of  the  last,  month.    Two  or  three  friends  were 
desirous  of  establishing  prayer  meetings  outboard  the 
ships,  from  London  Bridge  to  Pickle  Herritff  iStairs,  and 
they  have  succeeded '  beyond  thejr  expectations.    Cap- 
tains have  granted  their  cabins;  and,  in  two. instances, 
fitted  up  a  most  convenient  place  in  the  hold  of  the  ves- 
sels, where  a  great  number  of  seamen  attended.     One 
evening,  before  the  service  commenced,  I  went' to  the 
steerage,  4ud    dropped    two  Tracts,  The  Seaman's 
Friend,  among  the  Sailors:  they  were  instantly  caught 
up ;  and  I  had  applications  immediately,  from  six  or  eight, 
for  more,  which  they  were  anxious  to  get.    I  told  them 
;  I  had  more,  but  they  were  for  distribution  to  seme  Sea- 
men, who1  were  going  to  meet  for  prayer,  that  evening, 
pn  board  the  Rebecca,  and  if  they  came,  they  tyoulJ 
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probably  get  some ;  their  answer  was,  •  Well  all  come. 
Sir;*  and  I  believe  there  was  not  one  of  them  that  stayed 
behind.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  hope  of  getting  your 
Tracts  brought  them.  There  have  been  nine  of  these 
prayer  meetings,  at  each  of  which  the  Seamen  have  re* 
ceived  Tracts.  Several  vessels  bound  to  India  have  been 
supplied ;  and  I  have   now  at  my  elbow  a  pious  seaman,. 

J.  R -,  bound  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  who  solicits 

some  for  his  ship's  •^company.  Some  of  the  men  who 
attended  the  prayer  meetings,  sent  a  message  to  my  house, 
requesting  I  would  give  them  The  Seaman's  Spy  k 
Glas9,  and  one  wished  to  have  The  Young  Cottager.. 
I  went  on  board,  this  morning,  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
plying them.  I  bad  no  sooner  given  them,  than  I  had 
application  from  seamen  in  the  other  vessels  in  the  tier, 
from  Ireland,  which  took  from  me  a  supply  I  had  brought 
from  home  for  another  'quarter. 

"  I  fear  sometimes  you  think  I  am  drawing  too  frequently 
for  supplies  J  but  am  convinced  that  I  am  not  so  active 
as  I  ought  to  be.  Thousands  of  our  sailors  are  as  de- 
plorably ignorant  of  the  gospel  method  of  salvation  as 
the  heathen ;  and  H  is  well  known  that  for  swearing, 
drunkenness,  &c.  they  have  been  proverbial.  For  such 
as  will  neither  enter  a  place  of  worship,  nor  read  the 
scriptures^  Religious  Ik-acts*  freely  distributed,  appear 
to  be  the  only  way  to  get  at  their  consciences:  these  they 
will  accept  and  read,  as  I  have  more  than  once  had 
proof;  when  I  have  given  one  to  a  group  of  three  or  four 
in  the  street^one  has  rfead  to  the  others,  who  seemed'  to 
pay  every  attention.?* 

It  is  worthy©?  remark  how  graciously  the  Lord  hat 

*  The  whvhcf  the  seamen  on  board  $is  ship,  ((he  G —  G— ,  lyltoy 
•»^e  London  JDook)  were  most  horrid  swearers,  witli  the  exception  of 
<*e  pious  young  man,  who  declared  be  woold  not  go  to  sea  in,  her  o» 
3bt  account  A  short  time  after  J.  R.  had  received  (he  Tracts  and 
distributed  them,  he  called  on  his  friend  and  told  him,  that  such  was 
the  effect  of  reading  Ibe  Tracts,  that  he  had  scarcely  beard  tin  oath  for  a 
*eek!  He*  had  persuaded  all  his  shipmates  mid  the-  cfew  of  the Vessel 
that  lay  alongside  to  meet  }u  the  forecastle  for  prayer,  wliicb.  they  did 
*t*ry  tveiiing  for  about  three  weeks,  when  they  sailed.  Thas.  have  tlie 
t**jer  meetings  been  introduced  into  the  London  DdcH.  *  May  other 
Pwvs  seamen  and  masters  of  ships,  who  discharge  and  load  there;  foHo*  / 
**  praiseworthy  example. 
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helped  forward  this  work.  It  is  now  established  io  both 
Pools,  and  though  ships  are  continually  going  and  return- 
ing, either  coasting  or  foreign,  yet  the  friends  of  those 

.  prayer  meetings  who  live  on  shore  are  never  at  a  loss  for 
a  ship.  There  are  always  a  few  in  harbour  on  whom 
they  can  constantly  depend ;  but  they  usually  enquire, 
after  the  meetings,,  "Is  there  any  captain  present  who 
will  lend  us  his  ship  for  to-morrow  n  0ht?"  If  no  one 
oilers,  they  give  notice  of  a  ship  they  know  they- can  have, 
and  th.e*  flag  is  hoisted  on  board  of  her  at  nine  o'clock 
next  day.  A  riumber  of  sailors  and  cabin  boys  have 
been  truly  awakened   at  those  meetings,   and  the  good 

-  that  has  been  doue  is  incalculable.  In  March,  1817, 
Screw  Bay,  a  most  abandoned  neighbourhood  in  the 
High  Street  of  Rotherhithe,  was  fixed  on  as  a  place 
suitable  for  prayer  meetings  on   shore.     Many  of  the 

i  sailors  attended  the  Methodist  Chapel  on  the  Sabbath 
evenings,  «nd  at  half  past  seven,  when  it  closed,  they 

went  to  this  bay ;   and  under  the  direction  of  A :,  who 

had  borrowed  a  room  here,  they  poured  out  their  souls 
to  God  for  the  guilty  inhabitants,     The  same  plan  was  • 
adopted  here  as  on   board ;  that  is,  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting,  they  enquired  "  Is  there  any  neighbour  here  who 
will  lend  a  room  for  next  Sabbath  evening  V    By  such 

-  methods,  'and  by  the  distribution  of  Tracts,  the  very 
worst  houses  have  been  obtained,  doors  and  windows 
thrown  open,  and  the  most  depraved  sinners  driven  to 
their .  bibles,   by  the  prayers  of  six  or  seven  converted 

,  sailors  every  Sabbath  evening.  At  first,.  gx©at  persecu- 
tion followed,  but  now  all  is  tranquil,  many  have  become 
serious,  numbers  attend  meetings  at  seven  o'clock,  and 
shameless  immorality  is  suppressed.  Some  watermen, 
who  were  at  first  most  opposed,  have  now  opened  their 
houses  for  these  meetings. .  *    . 

In  addition  to  this  we  have  to  report  that  some  cap* 
tains  have  had  Bethel  flags  made  and, taken  to  sea  with 
them,  and  as  the  signal  is  pretty  well  known  among 
sailors,  those  captains,  when  obliged  to  anchor  in  a 
'  roadstead  or  bay,  generally  hoist  the  signal  for  prayer 
in  the  evening,  and  as  many  sailors  as  chuse  go  on  board. 
It  must  be  obvious,  to  every  enlightened  mind,  that 

,  tln>  Js,  a  plan    that    promises  the   utmost    usefulness, 
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throughout  the' world,  in  proportion  as  the  number  and 
zeal  of  praying  captains  increase. 

Various  intelligence  of  these  proceedings  among  sea* 
men  had  reached  toe  writer  during  the  last  winter,  and 
the  business  of  those  prayer  meetings  grew  up  to  an 
importance  that  demanded  his  utmost  attention  ;  accord- 
ingly, on  his  arrival  in  the  metropolis  last  August,  he 
formed  a  plan  of  lending  all  possible  assistance  to 
them.  He  had  always  viewed  the  Floating  Chapel  like 
a  place  of  worship  in  a  town  surrounded  with  villages ; 
and  as  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  advocate  itinerant 
exertions  to  every  village  and  cottage  of  the  kingdom 
that  the  people  may  be  induced  to  attend  the  worship  of 
God  in  town,  so  it  appeared  equally  important  that  a 
system  of  itinerant  preaching  should  be  adopted  from 
ship  to  ship,  that  sailors  might  be  drawn  to  attend  the 
Ark,  and  such  places  of  worship  as  would  gladly  receive 
them.  Upon  thiB  principle  he  has  preached  in  the  follow- 
ing ships: — Hannah,  Juno,  Lark,  Smolensko,  Telwnacuus, 
Waterford,  Ocean,  New  Darlington,  Ceres,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Immediately  after  the  sermon  in  each  ship,  the  preacher 
has  invited  half  a  dozen  seamen  to  engage  in  prayer; 
they  have  cheerfully  complied,  with,  such  fervour,  hu- 
mility, and  holy  importunity,  as  he  scarcely  ever  remem- 
bers to  have  seen,  excepting  on.  similar^occasions.  These 
services  have  usually  been  held  on  aVdjry  crowded  detk 
of  a  vessel  lying  in  a  tier  .of  ships,  spawning  over  heady 
sailors  and  landsmen  from  the  shore  intermixed.  A  few 
sentences  uttered  in  the  honefet  simplicity  of  their  hearts 
may  not  be  unacceptable.  The  master  of  the  Hannah 
"  rejoiced  that  he  had  lived  to  see  the  day  when  this 
ship  became  the  house  of  God,  and  had  the  Gospel 
preached  to  so  large  an  assembly  on  her  decks."  A. 
captain  observed,  "  Lord,  thou  knowest  we  sailors  have 
long  been  a  disgrace  to  our  country;  O  that  we  may  now 
become  an  ornament  to  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  wbert*- 
ever  we  land."  A  sailor  cried,  "  Lord,  six  and  twenty 
years  ago  I  was  a  poor  cabin  boy  in  this  ship ;  Ah,  what 
a  race  of  iniquity  I  have  since  run!  what  has  God  done 
for  me !  O  Lord,  it  is  all  of  thy  grace ;  thou  hast  saved 
ate  from  hell,  and  brought  me  among  my  brethren  to 
hear  Ay  word.    Bless  me,  even  me,  O  Lord ;  and  O  bles» 
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the  lad  that  now  occupies  ttfe  station   thy  poor  wort* 
filled' six  and  twenty  years  ago."  Another  said,  *'0  L«d» 
what  great  things  thou  hast  done  for  us  poor  sailors,  tlioa 
hast  changed  the  drunkard's  song  to  a  hymn  of  praise, 
and  the  blasphemer's  language  into  humble  prayer;  surely, 
Lord,  we  ought  to  love  thee."   Another  said,  "  Lord,  how 
often  have  we  poor  sailor's   been  at  our  wit's  end  and 
knew  not  what  to  do  !  Lord,  thou-  hast  -made  the  sea  a 
calm,  and  brought  us*  to  our  desired  haven ;  O  what  can 
we  vile  rebels   say  unto  thee,  O   Lord  ?     Yoy«§e   after 
voyage.: we  are  preserved  ;  and  yet-  Lord,  what  sinners  we 
are..    O  make  us  more  holy' and  more  zealous/'    Another 
said,  $  Lord,,  how  '-greatly   our    hearts    rejoice  to  see 
wjiet  t9  going  forward  on  the  Thames  ;  surely,  thou  hast 
taken  possession  of  the  strong  holds  of  Satan.   Here  reign 
triumphant  blessed  Jesus,  until  every  sailor  submits  to 
thine  authority."  Another*  said,  "  O  Lord,. grant  that  the 
time  may  soon  come  when  we   shall'  no  longer  have 
to  go  from  Her  to  tier  and  .say,  Know,^ye  the  Lord  ;  but* 
when  every  captain,  mate,  cook,  Carpenter,  sailor,  and 
.G$bin  boy  shall  knew  the  Lord,   from  the  least  te  the 
greatest."     Another  prayed,  "  Lord,  we  rejoice  to  see 
-the  Bethel  flag  flyipg  on  the  Thames ;  O  may  it  never  be 
doused***  but  may  it  fly  to  invite   sailors  to  prayer  in 
every  roadstead,  or  bay,  or  harbour,  when  we  come  to  an 
anchor.*  Lord,  we  have  been  champions   fox  tne  Devil, 
O  make  us  champions  for  Christ  Let  our  example  shine, 
that  wicked  captains  and  sailors  may  be  constrained  to 
say,  The  Lord  i*  with  them."    Another  said,  "  Lord,  the 
sea  has  again  confessed  thy  power  and  brought  us  back, 
after  along  voyage,  to  join  our  brethren  in  prayer  on  the 
Thames.  Ah,  Lord,  how  many  dangers  have  we  escaped ! 
Surely,  thou  art  the  God  of  the1  sea*  as  well  as 'the  land; 
salvation  is  of  thee,  0  Lord."    Another  said,    "Lord, 
how  is  it  that  tboti  shouldst  come  on  board  our  ship  and 
bless  poor  sailors.    O  Lord,  we  feel,  we  know  that  thou 
art  here; 'and  -though  we    are  not  worthy    that   thou 
should  come  on  board  to  sup  with  us,  yet  we  will  not, 
we  cannot,  let  thee  go  except  thou  bless  us/*    Another 
said)  " .6, Lord,  bow  often  have  tmf  waves  rolled,  and  tfcfe 
ble.w,  aiid  aU  hope  that  we  cofcld  be  saved  was 

'  }£ •'.  •  Struck  to  an  enemy.' 
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ftken&viay ;  then  we  cried  tinto  thee,  O  Lord.  la  our  dis- 
tress, we  ikid,  Lord,  saye  us  or  we  perish  :  and,  ah,  blessed 
Jesus*  tfrotrifiast  rebuked  the  wind,   and  said,  Peace,  be 
still ;  and  there  was  a  great  calm,  and  we  are  the  living,  the 
living  to   praifce  thee  as   it  is  this  day."  Another  said, 
"  Lord,  what  a  wonder  it  is  that  thou  shouldst  put  into  the 
hearts,  of  people  from  shore  to*  tttjir-  of  poor  wicked 
sailors,  and  confe  off  to  our  ships,   and  pray  with'  us. 
Lord,'  bless  these  dear  people  from  the  shore ;  and,  O 
Lord* when  they  ace  lying  comfortably  in  their  twrarm 
beds  on  shore,  and  we  art  out  at  sea,  by  night,  tossed  with 
tempests,  and  at  our  wit's  end ;  Lord,  grant  these  dear 
temple  may  think  of  poor. sailors   and  pray  for  them.'' 
•Another  said,  "  Lord,  we  sailors  have  spread  much  evil, 
and  brought  a  reproach  on  our  country,  by  our  wicked 
conduct  in  foreign  hinds :  now/Lord,  be  pleased  to  grant 
"that  we  may  all  become  missionaries  for  Christ  in  every 
po*t-;  ajftd  may  we  prove  to  foreigners  that  God  can  and 
will   Jrfess  gaatprs,  and   make  the  vilest  enemies  of  his 
cross  become,  the  raftst  zealous  friends'  to  his  glorious 
cause/'    A  captain  said,  "  Lord,  we  have  htfard  to-night 
that  if  a  man  has  been  to  sea  he  will  ever  after  tyve  sail- 
ors, and  if  his  heart  is  changed  by  thy  grace  he  wilflovo 
to  do  good  for-  sailors ;  O  Lord,  thou  knowesC-tnat  if  he 
does  not  he  is  not  worthy  the  name  of  a  sa^fr.     Lord, 
thou  knowest  how  we  love   to  see   saildr*  coming  to 
Christ;  A   Lord,  increase  the  number;  1sV  rejoice  that . 
ever  the  Bethel  flag  was  unfurled,  and  we  pray  that  there 
may,be  ten  flags  flying  every  night  in  the  Upper  Pool, 
and  doable  the  number  in  the  lower,  because  there  are 
more  ships,"  This  was  expressed  with  astonishing  fervour 
mad  simplicity. 

A  captain  remarked,  *  "  Lord !  it  is  good  for*  us  to 
meet  on  board  our  sins*  for  prayer.  O  bless  these  poor 
sailors  S  We  know  thee  to  be  a  prayer  hearing  God  1 
Lord, .  go  with  those  of  our  brethren  who,  are  about  to 
sail :  Be  thou  their  pilot,  their  chart,  their  anchor,  and 
their  desired  haven."  A  sailor  prayed,  "  O  Lord,  pity  me ; 
.  I  have  been  a  great  rebel !  Lord,  thou  hast  broken  my 
hard  heart  1  the  lion  is  a  lamb  1  Lord,  who  would  ever* 
have  thought  that  yhoukl  love  prayer!'  O  su*e*ny  bro- 
ther sailors  1  Lord,  tytke  them  thy  servants t*  A  cap- 
tain said*    "We  thank  thee,  O  God  *    m  our  old  are. 
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Seamen  in  various  Sea  Ports,  to  stimulate  mutual  co-opera- 
tion for  their  benefit* 

kV.  The  appointment  of  some  place  of  Divine  Worship  for 
Sailors  m  Tooley  Street,  duiing  the  winter,  on  a  Sabbath 
evening,  when  there  is  no  preaching  on  board  the  Ark.  . 

Whatever  plan  might  be  adopted,  would  keep  the 
Floating  Chapel  in  view,  and  use  every  exertion  to 
encourage  a  regular  attendance  of  Seamen  on  board  that 
vessel. 

Two  meetings  have  already  been  held  on. board  of  dif- 
ferent ships  and  resolutions  passed.  It  is  intended 
shortly  to  call  a  preliminary  meeting,  when  the  assistance-* 
and  attendance  of  every  Sailor's  friend  who  is  disposed,  to 
help  forward  tins  Society,  will  be  most  highly  esteemed. 
Public  notice  will  be  given  of  the  time  and  place,  and  a 
more  general  meeting  called  in  a  future  period,  to  esta- 
blish the  society.  The  Port  of  London  Society  well  ex- 
press themselves  ip  the  conclusion  of  their  late  report, 
the  sentiments  may  be  fitly  added  to  this  Tract 

"  Tour  Coinmittee  are  anxious  to  keep  fully  before  your 
view,  as  well  as  their  own,  the  importance  of  these  their 
original  intentions  and  anticipations.  They  wish  to  con- 
sider themselves  as  having  been  honoured  just  to  begin  a 
work,  in  which  numerous  labourers  of  greater  ability  are 
expected  to  advance  and  make  continual  improvement, 
until  there  shall  not  remain  a  seaman  ignorant  of  divine 
truth  and  separated  from  the  service  of  God.  They  re- 
joice in  God  in  having  been  enabled  to  break  up  the  fal- 
low ground,  that  others  may  enter  the  extensive  field  to 
sow  and  reap  a  glorious  harvest*  Anxious  to  continue 
labouring  in  a  cause  which  lies  very  near  their  hearts,  they 
are  still  more  anxious  to  share,  with  the  large  number  of 
christians,  who  must  partake  of  the  same  compassionate 
**gard  to  seamen,  the  honour  and  pleasure  of  promoting 
their  intellectual  and  moral  improvement  in  this  world, 
*nd  their  everlasting  happiness  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
Their  bravery  is  proverbial,  and  has  been  instrumental  in 
the  hands  of  Divine  Providence  in  obtaining  for  this 
island  much  of  its  present  security  .and  comfort:  but  who 
<"*»  not  wish  that  heroic  and  useful  quality  to  be  placed 

Cler  the  influence  of  christian  wisdom,  holiness,  and  wr- 
»  and  that  the  men  who  have  obtained  for  us  so  many 
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conquests^  and  have  so  -essentially  served  our  extensive 
commerce,  may  become  the  partakers  of  spiritual  and  im- 
mortal blessings,  and  be  rendered  patterns  of  every  good 
word  and  work — may,  under  the  Captain  of  their  satva- ' 
tion,  '  -tight  the  good  -fight  of  faith,  and  lay  hold  on 
eternal  life  V  The  effects  which  have  attended  the  com-  . 
men  cement  of  this  undertaking  are  such  as  to  encourage 
our  hopes  and  animate  our  endeavours.  Many  seamen 
have  already  manifested  considerable  improvement  of  cha- 
racter and  habits ;  reading  the  Scriptures  is  an  employ- 
ment in  which  increasing  numbers  of  them  take  the  most 
obvious  delight ;  a  much  greater  number  than  formerly 
have  been  seen  in  the  congregations  of  different  churches 
and  chapels  near  'the  River  Thames ;  social  prayer  on 
board  other  vessels  as  well  as  the  Floatiug  Chapel,  is  be- 
coming a  favourite  exercise  of  their  leisure  hours ;  and  the 
religion  of  Christ  having  begun  to  diffuse  its  benign  and 
holy  influence  among  them,  may  be  cheerfully  expected  to 
1  have  free  course  and  be  glorified.'  O  God  !  Met  thy 
work  appear  unto  thy  servants,  and  thj  glory  unto  their 
children.  And  let  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  our  God  be 
upon  us :  and  establish  thou  the  work  of  our  hands  upon 
us ;  yea,  the  work  of  our  hands,  establish  thou  it.'  * 
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Within  the  last  half  century  many  of  the  small  towns 
and  villages  of  Great  Britain  have  excited  and  re- 
ceived the  benevolent  attention  of  ministers  and 
Christians  of  every  denomination.  Great  things,  in- 
deed, have  been  accomplished  in  this  particular  de- 
partment of  Christian  effort*  and  many  laudable  insti- 
tutions have  been  established  to  communicate  the 
knowledge  of  divine  truth  to  benighted  villagers.  It 
must,  however,  be  confessed,  (hat  hitherto,  little,  com- 
paratively f  has  been  done,  to  "  bring  the  blind  by  a 
way  that  they  know  not ;"  and  that  much,  very  much, 
remains  yet  to  be  done,  in  a  work  the  most  important 
and  desirable  in  the  world.  Convinced  of  this,  the 
writer  has  thrown  together  such  thoughts  as  occurred 
on  a  due  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  a  persua- 
sion of  the  facility  with  which  a  more  general  work 
may  be  carried  forward  in  the  country. — Villages 

MEED  THE  EXERTIONS  OF  CHRISTIANS.  A  thou- 
sand ideas  in  proof  of  this  position,  offer  them- 
selves to  the  mind,  from  which  a  few  may  properly  be 
selected ;  their  situation  is  in  general  solitary,  isolated, 
and  at  a  distance;  not  only  from  large  towns,  where 
the  gospel  is  preached,  but  also,  in  many  instances, 
from  the  parish  church,  where'  worship  b  occasionally 
conducted.  Two  or  three  miles  from  the  latter,  and 
five  or  six  from  the  former  are  serious  inconveniences, 
especially  in  winter,  which  is  usually  the  principal 
season  when:  persons  in  the  country  can  collect  toge- 
ther in  numbers  to  hear  the  word  of  God.  Their 
moral  darkness  is  proverbial.  Bishop  Patrick  ob- 
serves "that  the  gospel  was  first  preached  in  the 
cities,  mostly,  and  from  thence  spread  kself  in  time 
Vito  the  neighbouring  villages,  where  the  Heathen  ido- 
latry lasted  longer  than  in  cities,  from  whence  it  had 
the  name  of  Paganism — pagus  signifying  a  village." 
Observation  and  experience  fully  justify,  this  remark, 
for  in  no  part  of  the  world  is  grosser  darkness  and  ig- 
norance to  be  found,  than  in  the  villages  of  this  king- 


dom.  Many  poor  boys  and  girls  in  a  country  village, 
who  cannot  read,  and  never  heard  the'  gospel,  nor 
converse  with  wise  men,  are  verj  little,  •  if  any  thing, 
superior  to  savages.  Who  can  read  the  {Mttbetic  lines 
of  Gray,  when  looking  at  the  graves  of  the  poor  i»  a 
country  church-yard,  without  dropping  a  tear  of  sym- 
pathy? 

"  Perhaps  in  this  selected  spot  is  kid 

•«  Some  heart,  asm  pregnant  with  celestial  Sre ; 

u  Hands  that  the  reins  of  empire  might  hare  sway'd, 
«  Or  wak'd  to  eestaej  the  Bring  ljre*. 


94  Bat  knowledge  tothet*  ere*  her  awpiepng*,. 

«•  Rich  with  the  spoils  or  time,  did  ne'er  unroll  ;. 
44  Chill  penurj  repress'd  their  noWe  rage, 
.  "  AndnVose  the  genial  enrrent  of  tfaexr  ■enL!*' 

A  portion  of  this  evil  may  continue  to  he  the  lot  of 
the  poor  in  the  present  life,  but  it  may  be  considera- 
bly diminished,  and  when  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord 
shall  cover  the  earth,  as  the  waters  do  the  sea,  it  shall 
be.  so.  Villages  io  genera!  appear:  the  last  strong 
holds  of  Satan,  in  winch  he  bunfi  die  eyes,  hardens 
die  heart,  and  triumphs  most  securely.  Lamentable 
beyond  all  description  are  the  affecting  instances  of 
spiritual  ignorance,  which  continually  present  them* 
selves  to  those  who  have  much  intercourse  with  the 
poor  in  the  country — their  superstition*  are  founded  on 
the  darkness  which  pervade  their  minds.  ""Without 
understanding,"  they  wander  endlessly  in.  the  blind 
ways  of  their  ancestor*,  and  the  daily  accounts  of 
witchcraft,  spells,  charms,. and  apparitions,  present  a 
combination  of  human  folly  and  delusion  equally  af- 
fecting, painful  and  disgusting.  A  prey  *6  the  design- 
ing, the  sport  of  diseased  imjogmation*^  and  the  blind 
votaries  of  their  own  deqeavings,  they  easily  become 
the  dupes  of  Satin  and  the  enemies  of  reason  and  re- 
ligion. Their  vices  are  more  numerous  and  destruc- 
tive than  most  persons,  imagine.  Too  many  have 
been  misled  by  the  illusions  of  poets'  and  the  fictions 
of  novelists,  and  knowing  .that  villagers  Svn  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  contagious  jnfluenoe  of  glial  town* 
fanqr  tjieie  js  a  degrttfdf  ifuMcejfce  in  a  country  i$ 


worthy  of  general  applause.    Alas,  how  much  palm 
do  we-take  to  impose  on  each  oiber  apij  glory   In  our 
shame.     M«n  is  a  sinner,  and  pjace'him  where  yus 
,  wil!,sio.  will  be  his  native  element.    If'tne  increase  of 
.  Jabour  and  the  perpetual  call  on  wdustry  diminish  the 
,:  time  the  villager  might  otherwise  occupy  in  vice,  ii 
too  often  appears  that  he  makes  ample  amends  for  ht< 
deprivations,  when  opportunities  of  sinniug   without 
restraint  are  afforded  bun,  and  these,  unhappily,  ire 
too  frequent.    JJ ot  to  speak  of  sins  common  to  all 
mankind,  the  following  have  been  observed  as  remark- 
ably prominent'  by  those  who  have  had  intercour*< 
with  villages  in  several  counties'  for  many  years. — Ly- 
ing:   it  is  awful  to  observe  in  how  many  ways  this 
evil  appears. in  the  country,  in  the  common  concern) 
of  life,  in  propagating  scandal,  in  buying  or  selling, 
in  hatred,  mabce  or  revenge, — Cheating  is   an  evil 
that  is  carried  to  an  alarming  degree  in  villages  as  well 
.as  cities.   How  numerous  and  Constant  the  tales  band- 
ed round  in  the  country  of  this  crime  In  the  exchange 
of  cattle;  the  renting,  buying  or  selling  of  houses  or 
'estates-,;   and  die    ordinary    transactions   on'  inarket 
-■  days.-* — — Swearing   may  possibly  be  on  the  decline    I 
in   many  places,   but   is   still  awfully    prevalent  in 
vlbeis.— Sabbath-breaking  is  so  .very  common  as  to 
be  scarcely  regarded  aa  an  evil.     Indeed,  with  (be 
,  greater  part  of  our  villagers,  this  holy  day  is  regarded 
in  nearly  the  same  way  as  by  our  irreiignras  neigh- 
bours on  the  other  side  of  the  water.     If  we  do  not 
make  it  a  public  market  day,  it  is  nevertheless  a  day 
to  settle  .the.  accounts  of  the  last  week,  or  make  v- 
-rangements  for  the  present ;    most  of  the  assemblies  in 
the  churchward,  the  visits  of  fomih'es,  or  toe  meel- 
itigs   in  public  houses,  are  for  this  purpose.     If  w* 
have   not  the  theatres  and  indecencies,  of 'a' sabbath 
-  evening  in  Franca,  osr  villagers  in  general  find*  mean* 
of  devoting  that  part  of  the  Sacred  day  to  the  gradu- 
ation of  sense,  under  another  fonki,  hnt  to  die  same 
extinctive end* — Retellings  are  carried  to  ttemost 
readr'ul  eseeas,  arid  dmnkenness  thuij  produced  be- 
anies the;  precursor  of  every' tlc^.  "'  Arrtbft  'every 
n«d  has  kr  weeWy  market;  "ttrSi  piodnccs%sJsJiV 
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ence  of  all  the  neighbourhood*  East,  Wqst,  North, 
and  South,  to  sell  the  produce  of  their  lands,  to  pun- 
chase  necessaries,  or  to  meet  others  on  business.  This 
pfam,  so  useful  in  itself*  yet,  by  bringing  multitudes  so 
frequently  together,  proves  extremely  pernicious,  and 
trrery  week  forms  a.  kind  of  revel,  from  Which  hun- 
dreds return  in  a  state  of  the  inost  beastly  intoxication,. 
Most  parishes  have  feasts  instituted  by  the  Papists  to 
ooanmemorate  the  building  of  the  parish  church ;  few 
of  the  inventions  of  men  have  been  more  fatally  pro- 
ductive of  gluttony,  drunkenness,  obscenity,  and  every  ' 
evil  work;  these  usually  abound  for  two,  or  three 
days  at  least. — Fairs,  in. market  towns,  also  prove  the 
very  sink   of  iniquity  ;  public,  houses  and  booths  are 
filled  with  both  sexes,  dancing  and  excessive  drinking 
until  midnight  precede  crimes,  at  which  the  perpetra- 
tors in  the  morning  would  have  shuddered  with  hor- 
ror.    Fornication  is  die  most  common.: .of;  any.  vice 
that  ean  be  named  in  the  country;  various  reasona 
may  be  assigned  for  this,,  sucji  as  the  frequent  mix** 
tufe  of  the  *****>  without  the  eye  of  the  parent,  the  ' 
long  walks  and  fides  they  so,  often  take  together,  the 
absence  of  religious  instruction,  the  sad  example  of 
their  superiors,  particularly   farmers,  who   are  men 
of  property,  added  to  this,  the  very  many  opportunities 
young  persons  have  of  being  together  in.  field's  and 
other  parts  in  the  vicinity  of  villages. .    What  multi- 

:es,  and 
the  pa- 
rishes where  it  prevails.  The  sad  principles  this 
must  engender  in  society,  and  the  unhappy  conse- 
quences, such  as  cpufirnicf)  whoredom,  murder,  or 
suicide,  are  top  well  known  to  require  further  obser- 
vation. In  addition  to  these  things,  as  descriptive 
of  villarfs,  we  tnight  Qofjce,  their  neglected'  slate: 
generally  speaking,  the  Clergyman  collects  from  .one 
to  two  hundred  present  on  the  sabbath  morning ;  pro* 
coed*  through  the  fonqularies  of  the  church,  reads  a  * 
loomed  barraague  of  ftfteen  or  twenty  minutes,  closes 
the  jtcvice,  and  rid^s  bprnq;  equally  insensible,  during 
tbo  w*ek,  to  the  corporeaj,  menial,  or  spiritual  necfj 


tudes  of  illegitimate  children  abound  in  villages, 
how  lightly  this  crime  is  treated  in  almost  ail 


sjties  of  the  people.  .This  is  an  awful  fact,  though 
•happily,' oMate  years,  with  some  exceptions.  The 
'Christian  Guardian  and  other  publications  have  shows 
•with  how  much  effect  a  pious  clergyman  has  laboured 
to  benefit  the  villages  around  him,  and  with  what  sue- 
cess  his  labouns  have  been  crowded.  '  * 

Their  fatal  indifference  and  indolence  may  be  ad* 
•duced,  to  close  this  sad  account  of  villages  in  general; 
few  have  the  least  inclination  to  alter  their  mode  of 
life,  it  suits  human  natiire,  and  is  the  delusion  of  satan, 
Bnd  hence  villagers  are  totally  indifferent  to  the  go*- 
pel,  while  preached  at  a  dtstaftee  from  them,  and  so 
extremely' indolent,  as  scarcely  to  step  out  of  their  owa 
"village  to  enquire  into  its  heart-enlivening  themes: 

"  Painful  tp  their  distemperM  sight, 
'  "  They  hate  these  rays  of  nefarenl^  light : 
«  They  in  tbeir  iMrtive  daJkneta  dwell, 
.    ,         "  In  lpve  with  $i»>  in  league  with  hell*'' 

Such '  is  .the  result  of  an  impartial  survey  of  the 
country,  to  illustrate  this;  solemn  truth,  that  villages 
require  the  benevolent  attention  of  Christians,  it 
may  be  proper  now  to  advance  farther,  and  assert,  that 
villages  have  strong  cldifns  on  Ministers  and  Ckrit- 
Hans:  it  were  easy  to  enumerate  many,  but  we  shall 
only  mention  the  most  striking:  the 'inhabitants  are 
our  countrymen  and  neighbour*  ;  Charity,  it  * 
aajd,  begins  at  home.;  We  wish  every  possible  suc- 
cess to  foreign  -  missions)  but  do  we  not  incut  some 
{dame  in  our  home  concerns,  or  rather  might  not  both 
t>e  regarded  with  equal  zeal/  benevolence,  and  perse- 
verance. Almost  every  people  ate  distinguished  by 
Their  amor  patriae.  If ,  then,  we  profess  to  love  our 
country,  ought %  we  ndt  to  wall  if  may  generally  pos- 
sess and  exhibit  that  righteousness,  wbtah  esaitetb  a 
nation.  A  «  -•' 

It  is  well  known  that  our  Village*  furnish*  the  Brititb 
army  and  navy  with  soldiers  and  seamen.  In  each 
department,  pur  countrymen  are  frequently  thrown 
into  almost  nil  the  nations  of  the  earth.  The  fatal 
influence  their"  example*  has  produced  in  most  coua* 
tries,  and  the  degraded  state  to  which  it  has  redact 
the  religion  idndP  morality  of  England  in  the     "~ 


lion  of  Pagans,  Mahometans,  and  Papists,  is  notori- 
ous..  That  Englishmen  are  generally  considered  as 
the  most  brave,  immoral,  and  irreligious  of  nations,. is 
-known  to  all  ivho  have  traversed  the  continent,  or  vi- 
sited any  of  our  foreign  possessions.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  equally  well  knowii  that  the  few  soldiers 
or  seamen  who  have  happily  possessed  divine  grace  in 
their  hearts,  have 'been  the  instruments  of  promoting 
ike  greatest  good,  and  moat  highly  exalting  the  nation, 
either  by  preaching,  praying,  conversation,  distributing 
tracts,  or  extiihrkihg  agopd  example.  This  was  par- 
ticularly the  case,  during  the  late  wars  hi  the  Penin- 
sula. If  we  love  our  native  laud  and  wish  to  prevent 
its  disgrace,  and,  raise  its  .character,  villages  must  have 
'claims  on  oaf  patriotism  not  to  be  resisted.  Our 
loyalty  is  equally  invited,  to  display  itself  in  this  case : 
it  is  sard  when  our  aged  antf venerable  sovereign  asked 
a  person  what  he  meant  to  teach  children,  and  the 
Jailer  affirmed,  to  fear  God' anil  honour  the  King.—  ' 
Mis  Majesty  immediately  nodded  assent,  shrewdly  re- 
marking, "  When  there  was  no  fear  of  God,  be  be- 
fteved  there  would  be  but  little  honour  to  the  King." 
What  respect  can  we  espect  men  will  pay  to  the  laws 
Of*  an  earthly  monarch,  who  trample  almost  with  im- 
punity, on  the  raws  of  God.  What  order,  what/cm? 
1  nation,  what  tub  ordination  will  there  foe  in  society, 
where  no  principle ^8 implanted,  and  po  religion  .re- 
garded. If  the  lower  orders,  of  which  villages  are 
chiefly  composed,  are  the  base  of  society,  which  some 
bare  compared  to  a  pyramid,  the  decorations  of  the 
summit  would  he  a  poor  substitute  to  supply  the  want 
•f  solidity  in  the  fotmdatioi  ;  and  with  too  mt|ch  rei- 
toa  might  in  eloquent  preacher,  declare,  that  should 
public  commotions  arise  in  the. absence  of  the  one, 
the  flimsy  refinements  of  the  6lheb\ttwM'perMA  like  a. 
garland  in  the  grasp  ofpeputdrjutfyj.  As  philanthrv- 
pitti,  also,  the  villages  claim  our  regard ;  do  we  proEeia 
la>  glorify  *3od  anc}  extend  good-will  to  man  i  Here. 
»  an  opportunity  of  primary'  importance, "  Besides, 
ask  tfeey  are  our  countrymen  and  neighbours',  we  have 
no  a««d  to  learn  a  different  language,  or  cross  the 
ocean  to  do  them  good,  they  are  nigh  us,  even  jo  •w 
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counties,  our  parishes.  ]Wheu  a  certain  man  enquired 
of  our  Lord,  Who  is  my  neigbbour?  Jesus  described 
art  affecting  case  of  one  who  fell  amopg  thieves,- was 
robbed,  mounded,  left  dead,  and  disregarded  by 
Priests  and  Levites.  Such  is  the  spiritual  case  of  our 
countrymen  in  the  villages. 

They  are  Brethren  in apostacy  and  ruin.     This 
we  know  and  believe;   all    have    gone    astray,  sU 
"  transgressed  die  law,  all  doomed  to  suffer,  all  ac- 
cursed.   Have  we  then  been  restored  and  redeemed 
by  Almighty  grace,  and  shall  we  not  exercise  bowels 
of  cohipassioh  to  those  who  continue  enemies  to  God 
and,  slaves  to  sin  ?    Have  we  escaped  the  dangers  of 
shipwreck  and  reached  the  shore,  and  shall  we  not  be 
concerned  for  those  who  are  tossed  on  the  mighty 
ocean,  driven  with  every  wind,  the  sport  of  waves  and 
storms  and  tempests  i     Moses  commanded  the  child- 
ren of  I&rael,  "Thou  shalt  not  oppress  a  stranger, 
(t .  e.  an  alien  from  the  commonwealth  and  a  (yen- 
tile  sinner,  such,  once,  were  some  of  ye)  for  ye  know 
Jhe  heart  of  a  stranger,  seeing  ye  were  strangers  in  the 
land  of  Egypt.    The  Lord  your  God,  is  God  of  Gods 
and  Lord,  of-  Lords,  a  great  God,  mighty  and  terrible. 
He  doth  execute  the  judgment  of  the  fatherless  and 
widow,  and  helpeth  the  stranger  in  giving  him  food 
and  raiment.    Love,  ye,  therefore,  the  stranger,  for  ye 
were  strangers  in  the  Land  of  Egypt.    Gather  the 
people  together,  men,  women,  and  children,  and  the 
stranger  that  is.  within  thy  gate?,  that  they  may  hear, 
and  learn,  and  fear  the  Lord  your  God;"  Surely,  such 
hguncti6ns  are  «<jual!y  applicable  to  those  who  are 
strangers  to  the  covenant  of  promise  in.  our  village*} 
and  the  duties  enjoined  on  Israel,  are  obligatory  on  lis. 
A  farther  inducement  may  appear,  when  the  inhabi- 
tants of  villages  are  considered  as  alike  immortal,  and 
destined  to  eternal  duration.   ,  A  rehire  saved  from  end- 
less v*oe  and  black  despair~rfrom  the  worm  that  dieth 
not—the  flames  that  arq  not  quenched  ■  faa  devour' 
m^fire  and  everlasting  burnings*  are^we.deatioed)  to. 
eternal  life  and  "joys  immeasurably, bjglf/'  andlfWl 
we  have  no  bowels  of  pity  for  those  irrWiirf  jlrnpffrf 
daily  into  etemitv.  unprepared  to  meet  God.    Cam.  we 


calmly  standi  by,  as  spectators  .of  their  rub,  .and  see 

them  •.-.': 

' « -fif&dly  attempt  the  infernal  g*te, 
« vAwJ  farcief  tttetr  paaaagc  fto.th*  flMierf 

Have  we  no  arm  of  mercy  to  stretch  forth  and  pluck 
these  .firebrands  from  the  burning ;  surely  au  appeal  to 
our  hearts  in  the  cause  qf  our  perishing  countrymen 
.cajipot,  will  not,  be  made  in  vain.  The  writer  ha) 
deroted  a  great  part  -of  his  .life  to  village  preaching, 
and  he  can  declare  from  .the  most  extensive  experi- 
ence in  various  parts  of  this  kingdom,  that  the  Al- 
tpighty  usually  crowns '  thotee  humble  efforts  with  the 
mQ9t  desirable  success.  If  there  be  a  class  of  mini* 
,ster$  or  christians  too  refined  and  exalted  to  imitate' 
Hjm  who.  "  went  about  all  the  cities  pnd  villages 

J  reaching  the  gospel  of  the  kingdom;*'  let  them  at 
east  retrain  from  contempt  and  calumny  towards 
their  less  wealthy  brethren  who  humbly  endeavour, 
like  their  adarahle'Saviour,  to,go  about  "doing  good. 
Let  Aein  not  despise  the  day  ,of  small  things,  know- 
ing, t^at,  their  Lord  and  ours  wjjl  not  break"  the  brpised 
reed  or  .qjieiich  the  smoking  fiax."  If,  however,  thej 
are. disposed  to  glory  in  their  inches,  their  strength,  or 
their  influence,  they  may  be  reminded  that  the  Holy 
Qliost  hath  affirmed,  "  Not  .many,  wises  *not  many 
mighty,  not -many  nobje  are  catted ;  but  God  hath 
chosen  the  foolish  things  of  tlfe  world f  to  confound 
the  wise;  and  Qod  hath  chosen  the  x^eak  things  of  the 
#orld%  to  confound .  the  thjpgs  .which  are  mighty  j 
aqd  base  things  of  (he  world,  and  things  which  are  de* 
tpiscd,  hath  God  chbsfep,  yea,  and.  things  which  art 
not,  to  hring  to  bought  things  that  are,  that  no  flesh 
should  glory  in  hjs  presence:,  *  ;  *  ; 

.Happily  for  oiir  villages,  the  spirit  of  itfnetant  exer- 
tions in  the  coup  try  is  rapidly  increasing.  Messrs; 
Whitfield  and  Wesley  have  s^et  us  a  noble  dfrarjipte, 
and  hundreds,  of  their  pious  followers'  ha,ve  imitated 
tbeminzeal,  and  perse verancer and  success.  The  itine- 
rant system  of  the  $yesjeyansJh?B  accomplished  great 
^gjia^png, colliers,  husbandmen,  miners',  fishermen, 
tatajljt  will  be  the/pejpetuar  disgrace  pf  other  de- 

gonwtiafibnir  if  the<iy  da  tint  cfevnte  th*ir  attention  mnM 
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generally  to  itinerant  labours.  There  is  a  certain  cait 
of  persons  evidently  fitted  of  God  for  the  work ;  they 
are  usually  to  be  found  among  the  poor  in  country 
places*  It  frequently  happens  that  they  are  without 
influence  or  any  means  of  advancing  to  usefulness  iti 
the  Christian  church,  and  yet  these  are  often  the 
persons  that  break  through  the  greatest  difficulties, 
and  finally  become  the  mo$t  useful  ministers.  They 
may  be  called  indeed  laborers,  and  the  ministry  to 
tli£m  is  truly  a  labor  of  love.  They  are  sometimes 
to  be  found  in  academies,  but  more  generally  study- 
ing  the  word  of  God  in  secret,  in  a  field,  or  lane,  a* 
they  are  going  tQ  preach ;  and  frequently  they  are  to 
be  met  with  receiving  a  plain  education,  with  some 
experienced  and  laborious  minister,  while  through  the 
benevolence  of  friends,  they  obtain  a  bare  maintenance 
for  a  year  or  two.  These  are  the  persons  who  most 
need  our  encouragement  and  support;  and  these, in 
union  with  poor  men,  who  devote  much  of  their  leisure 
time  to  the  work,  will  be  the  men  by  whom  Britain 
must  be  evangelized.  The  number  of  ministers  who 
have  both  the  spirit  and  the  qualifications  of  the  itine- 
rant is  not 'large,  and  the  duties  of  the  pastoral  office 
necessarily  prevent  them  from  attending  more  fully  to 
the  work;  Let  then  the  poor,  the  active,  the  labori- 
ous itinerant,  meet  with  all  due  countenance  and  as- 
sistance, that  the  word  of  Christ  may  run  and  be  glori- 
fied. .  Lev  the  Christian  public  in  the  metropolis  in 
particular,  prove  that  they  highly  honor  ana  respect 
ministers  for  their  work  sake,  but  let  them  at  the 
same   time   manifest  that    they    are    capable  or 

THINKING    AND    EXAMINING    FOB    THEMSELVES; 

that  they  are  not  to  be  misled  by  vague  decla- 
mations about  ignorance  and  unfitness  in  the  poor  pi- 
ous itinerant  who  needs  their  aid;  nor  their  Ithe- 
rality  to  be  restricted  by  persons  who  but  the  other 
day  quitted  the  ranks  of  poverty  and  obscurity  them- 
selves* Disregarding  the  futile  efforts  of  any  who 
would  restrain  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  let  us  bold!? 
avow  with  the  venerable  minister  of  Yorkshire,  "  I 
am  thankful  for  places  jo  which  we  can  *^vEfcS£ 
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let  them  be  levelled  with  the  grouqdj  and  let  us  be? 
dtlven  into  barns,  or  woods,  or  fields,  as  our  forefa- 
thers were,  .rather  than  we  should  $o  grossly  abuse 
such  a  privilege,  as  to  confine  our  ministrations  to 
them,  to  the  neglect  of  all  other  places  around  us." 
As  we  have  opportunity  and  strength  let  us  go  out 
into  all  places  where  we  can  have  access,  into  the  very, 
"highways  and  hedges/9  preaching  the  glad  tidings  of 
the  kingdom  of  God;  and  "compelling  men  to  ccme 
in,  that  our  Father's  house  may  be  filled.*9  The  Soii ' 
of  God  was  not  in  general  refused  access  either  to 
the  temple  at  Jerusalem,  or  the  synagogues  in  the 
country,  yet  he  did  not  hesitate  to  travel  and  preach 
wherever  opportunity  served,  in  the  open  air  or  hi  co- 
vered places.  A  recent  address  published  by  the 
British  Missionary  Society  has  the  following  sti  iking 
paragraph : — 

"  Let  the  friends  to  the  spread  of  true  religion  se- 
riously consider  the  following  affecting  facts:  The  po- 
pulation of  Great  Britain  is  computed  at  thirteen  mil- 
lions of  souls,  of  whom  it  is  supposed  nearly  700  pass 
iuto  eternity  every  day !  of  these,  alas!  few  are  pre- 
pared to  meet  their  God.  In  England  alone,  besides 
cities  and  market-towns,  there  are  about  30,000  vil- 
lages, a  great  .majority  of  which  are  destitute  of  an 
evangelical  ministry  !  Nor  are  the  towns  and  cities 
much  better  provided  for ;  if  we  take  the  metropolis 
as  an  example  according  to  the  late  returns  made  to 
Parliament,  all  the  places  of  worship  would  not  con- 
tain more  than  one  in  fifteen  of  its  numerous  popula- 
tion. With  such  facts  before  us,  and  mauy  of  a  simi- 
lar nature^  which  every  one  by  bis  own  knowledge  and 
reflection  can  supply,  who  does  not  see  and  lament  the 
utter  insufficiency  of  the  present  means  of  grace  to 
the  moral  and  spiritual  wants  of  our  fellow  country- 
men ?  "  We  have  not  yet  wrought  any  deliverance  in 
the  earth,  (even  in  our  own  couutry,)  neither  have  the 
inhabitants  of  the  world  fallen.1'  Following  in  the 
train  of  thia  ami  other  noble  institutions  to  promote 
Home  Missions,  the  Humble  Endeavour  Society  move* 
forward  her  little  bark,  and  presumes  to  join  the  fleet 
of  our  great  Captain  of  Salvation,  and  assist  in  re- 


12- 

ducing  the  enemies  of  <3od,  ana*  advancing  tjifc  king- 
dom  of  Christ  in  every  heart.  Comrhenced  by  a  few 
poor  persons,  arid  carried  forward  by  great  exertions, 
it  has  already  relied  thirty  ptiuh'ds,  Which  hate  been 
the  happy  means  of  supporting  and  e'iicouragingsome 
of  thd  poorest  dnd  rhbst ybicur'e  of  out  Lord's  Itine- 
rant Servants.  In  addition4  to  its  occasional  grants,  it 
now  proposes  employing  an  active  Missionary  among 
the  husbandmen  and  wreckers  to'  the  northward,  and 
louthwafd  of  the  peninsula  of  Cornwall.  Other 
measures  are  also  in  progress  which' will  doubtless  be 
crowned  vdth  success.* 

Assisted  by  such  Societies  and  contributions  the 
Christian  Itinerant  has  often  braved  the  rudest  storms, 
regardless^  of  danger,  that  he  might  preach'  the  glad  tid- 
ings of  salvation  to  the'  poof  Villagers ;  and  close  the 
day  with  some  humble  cottage  family,  where  "The 
priest-like  father  reads  the  sacred  page,  how  Abram 
was  thcf  friehrl  of  God  on  high ;  of  Moses  bade 
eternal  warfare  wage  with  Am alekV ungracious  pro- 
geny/1'  '  '    .'  ■ 

"  !Hien  kneeling  down  to  If eayen's  ^ernal  King,     . 

"  The  saint,  the  father,  and  the  husband  prays  ; 

"'Hope  'springs  exalting  on  triumphant 'wings,^ 

"  That  thus  they  all  shall  infect  in  fatare  dmyo,  . 

.",  Together  hymning  their  Creator's  ^raisq. 

"  X»  such  society,  yet  still  more  dear, 

••  While  circling  time  mores  round  in  ail  eternal  sphere. 

"  Conlpar'd  with  this,  how  poor  religion's  pridO, 

"  In  all  the  pomp  ofmethod  and  o£u£;  .      <    .   . 

"  When  men  display  to  congregations  wide,    *« 

•«  Demotion's  ever/  grace,  except  the  Heart!      * 

*TThe  pewer  incens'd,  die  pageant  will  desert, 

"  The  pompons  strain,  the  sacerdotal  stole, 

"  But  haply  in  some  cottage  far  apart, 

"  t3od  hears  well  pleas'd  the  language  of  the  son!,   - 

"  Aruti*  hit  Book  of  Life,  tit  vitUgc  poor  enrol" 


•  To  aid  these  important  efforts  among,  British  ViM«ge#)  Sabaeriptioai 
will  be  thankfully  received  by  Mr.  Phillip*.  PotterVFields.Horselydowa ; 
Mi*  Penny,  Secretary,  and  Mrs.  Clough,  Treasurer,  333,  "BotherMlhe ; 
Mr.  D.  Cox;  Bookseller,  High  Street,  Southwark ;  en*  Jlr.  Gm%?> 
Books*  llox,  Bricfi  Lane,  SpitalfieUa. 
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YONDER  lovely  sight  I  see, 
(Ah  the  scene  is  dear  to  me!) 
Boats  from  Ocean's  dreary  main, 
Haste  the  well  known  port  to  gain. 

Tack  and  tack  the  boatmen  steer, 
Jfame  ahead  th^ir  spirits  cheer, 
Sleepless  nights  and  weary  days 
They  exchange  for  prayer  and  praise. 

Monday  morn  behold  them  sail, 
Fresh  and  strong  before  the  gale; 
All  the  week  they've  toil'd  at  sea, 
Oft  in  vain  hung  o'er  the  lee. 

Watching,  fishing,  tired,  qpd  faint, 
Nature  urged  the  sad  complaint, 
All  my  babes  are  wanting"  bread ! 
If  no  fish — their  cries  I  dread. 

Jesus  Christ,  the  fisher's  friend, 
Oft  would  shoals  of  mack'rel  send ; 
Boats  were  fill'd  and  bore  away, 
Brixham  craft  their  toils  repay. 

Fish  carts  bo  wl'd  along  the  road, 
London  markets  hail'd  the  load,    * 
Fishers  tack'd,  aqd  came  on  shore, 
All  the  week's  rude  toils  were  o'er. 
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Chang'd  alas !  are  tunes  at  sea, 
Gud  withholds  that  bounty  free :  J    .- 
Days  and  weeks  poor  Fishers  toil, 
Yet,  tlje  sea,  like  barren  soil, 

Scarcely  yields  them  daily  food ;  . 
O  how  ohang'd  the  briny  flood! 
Boats  full  oft  approach  the  sand, 
Ah !  how  sad  the  Fishers  land  !. 

Why,  O  Lord,  dost  thou  contend  P : 
Thou  art  stiH  the  Seaman's  friend,  * 
Hark  !  I  hear  a  voice  reply, 
"  Yes,  for  them  1  came  to  die  y 

m 

"  Tljey  have  shar'd  my  bounty  too, . 
€f  What  more  for  them  could  I  do  ?* 
u  Yet  tbey  careless  eat  their  food, 
"  Few,  alas !  returned  sue  good* . 

"  Waste,  extravagance,  and  pride, 
"  In  their  houses  I. espied, 
"  Day  (hey  saw,  and  thought  it  right 
u  Ne'er  to  think  of  coming  night. 


"  FillM  the  bowl  and  laugh'd  at  care, 


Sacrific'd,  with  equal  share, 


«  Not  to  me,  but  to  their  "  net"  f 
€€  Or  their  "  drag  "  were  sinners  met. 


*  What  could  have  been  done  more  to  my  vineyard  that  I  hate  not 
dooe  in  it.    Isaiah,  v.  4. 

*  • 

+  They  aacriflce  unto  their  net,  and  born  incense  unto  their  drag*; 
becaose  by  them  their  portion  is  fat,  aud  their  meat  pleate jus. 
Habakkuk,  i.  16. 


*  Then,  my  anger  rouz'd,  I  said, 
€€  Fish,  retain  yotir  oozy  bed, 


u  Nor,  as  usual,  wildly  roam, 
"  Ne%ar  the  Fisher's  lordly  home. 

*  Since  they  knew  not  me  and  mine,* 
"  I'll  withhold  my  corn  and  wine,        j 
u  Perhaps  in  want  they'll  turn  and  cry, 
€€  Save,  O  save  us,  or  we  die.  • 

u  Then  in  mercy  I'll  return,f 
"  If  they  look  to  Christ  and  mourn, 
€t  If  they  keep  my  Jioly.  day, 
"  To  my  house  resort  and  pray, 

"  Then  the  sea  shall  yield  her  store ; 
"  Fish  in  shoals  approach  the  shore, 
€€  Food  for  time,  and  grace  for  Hear*n, 
"  All  to  such  are  freely  giv'n." 

Surely,  Lord,  the  people  come, 
See  the  boats  returning  home, 
Lo !  the  Sabbath-day  is  nigh, 
And  the  men  to  anchor  fl 
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Perhaps  they  come  to  serve  the  Lord, 
Perhaps  they  long  to  h^-jr  his  word, 
Happy  Fishers  you  sha*i  find, . 
God  in  Christ  supremely  kind. 


•  She  did  not  know  that  I  gave  her  corn,  and  wine,  and  oil.  Then* 
fore  will  1  return  and  take  away  my  corn  in  the  time  thereof 
«nd  my  wine  in  the  season  thereof.    Hosea,  ii.  89. 

f  As  a  young  lion  to  the  house  of  Jutlah,  l%  even  I,  will  tear  wad  go 
away.    1  will  go  and  return  to  my  place  till  they  acknowledge 

.  their  offence  and  seek  my  face.  In  their  affliction  they  will  seek 
me  early.    Hosea,  v.  14. 15. 


POOR 


SAILOR  BOY. 


REV.  G.  C.  SMITH,  OF  PENZANCE, 


LONDON:     • 
U8USIIED  BT  P.  WESTLEY,  STATlOKEES*  CQV&Vi 
AHD  ft  COX,  COMMERCIAL  ItOA[>, 

Ptire  One  Pcntufi 


THE 


POOR  SAILOR   BOY 


MY  father's  at  sea,  and  my  mother  is  poor, 
My  sisters,  in  vain,  seek  for  constant  employ, 

Sick  brothers  at  home,  whom  the  Doctors  can't  cure, 
And  I'm  a  poor  ragged,  distress'd  Sailor  Boy. 

I  must  soon  ship  on  hoard,  and  apprentice  be  bound, 
And  leave  my  dear  mother,  whom  care*  will  destroy ; 

'Midst  sailors  and  sea-ports,  where  vices  abound, 
There  will  they  train  up  a  poor  Sailor  Boy. 

Sunday  Schools,  in  our  village,  take  each  decent  lad, 
He  can  read,  write,  and  cypher,  for  any  employ, 

But  I  have  no  clothes,  for  with  rags  I  am  clad, 
And  my  mother  can't  help  the  distress'd  Sailor  Bo/. 


'm  ignorant  of  God,  of  the  Bible,  and  prayer 
How  easy  bad  men  sack  a  child  may  decoy, 

Ind  if  eall'd  tp  die,  how  shall  I  prepare, 
Ah,  no  one  has  cared  for  a  poor  Sailor  Boy. 

My  jacket  is  made  of  some  rags  mother  found, 

My  trowsers  pick'd  up  near  an  Indiaman's  buoy, 
Naked  feet,  in  all  seasons,  tramp  o'er  the  hard  ground, 

And  no  hat  and  no  shirt  has  the  poor  Sailor  Boy. 

• 
Our  Squires  pass  by  me,  too  great  to  look  down 

On  a  reptile  all  shun,  as  if  he  could  annoy ; 
M  Sanrant,  Sir,"  as  I  bow,  with  my  hand  to  my  crown, 

But  'tis  vain,  no  one  pities  a  poor  Sailor  Boy. 

* 

Oar  shopkeepers  deign  not  to  look  upon  me, 
O,  if  I'd  the  pence  they  lay  out  for  a  toy, 

I'd  boy  bread  for  my  mother's  weak  hot  water-tea, 
And  sisters  should  share  with  a  poor  Sailor  Boy* 

«be  meetingers  pass,  neat  and  clean  to  their  place, 
•  I  hear  them  all  singing,  each  heart  filled  with  joy, 
Cold,  ragged,  and  dirty,  how  hard  is  my  case, 
I  stink  home,  sK  and  cry,  as  a  poor  Sailor  Boy. 
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I'te  heard  of  great  folks,  -who  make -feasts  and  ghre  toasts, 
And  eat,  drink,  and  deep,  tffl  their  appetites  doy, 

Would  to  God  they  would  yisit  the ■  huts:  on  our  coast, 
Where,  pining  to  death,  sits  the  poor  Sailor  Boy. 

m  I 

Shall  England  neglect  tiros  "the  sons  of  her  tars! 

Shall  ignorance  and  Vice  the  young  race-thus  destroy  * 
Shall  Britain  forget  the  sea-warrior's  scars, 

And  consign  to  such  misery  the  poor  Sailor  Boy  ! 

* 

Then  be  not  surprised  when  they  spring  into  men, 
If  their  crimes  and  rebellions  the  land  should  annoy, 

Bloody  pirates  at  sea,  mutineers  start  again, 
And  foremost  stands  up  the  despi&M  Sailor  Boy. 

Oh  pity,  ah  pity,  poor  lads  in  the  bay, 
'       Q,  clothe  them*  and  teach  them,  how  they  shall  enjoy. 
On  shore,  or  at  sea,  England's  blest  Sabbath-day,  • 

For  ever,  shall  bless  you/  each  poor  Sailor  Boy. 


B.  Bcnslry,  Bolt  Court,  Fleet  Street. 
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A 

SAILOR'S    VISIT 

TO 

SURREY  CHAPEL. 


* 1  love  her  gates— I  lore  fee  Toad**—  Watt$. 

"  Sweet  solemn  scene !  How  amiable  are  thy  tabernacles, 
0  Lord  of  Hosts !  How  many  recollections  are  awakened  in 
my  mind  by  the  service,  the  appearance,  and  the  worship  of 
tMs  House  of  God !  Cast  back  by  such  scenery  to  the  earlier 
days  of  my  youth,  I  seem,  on  this  solemn  t>ccasion,  to  make 
a  pause  in  my  eventful  life,  and,  if  it  be  possible,  stand  still, 
and  remember  all  the  way  by  which  I  have  travelled  to  the 
preset  stage  of  existence."  These  were  the  secret  emotions 
of  the  soul  of  Marinus,  as  he  ascended  the  stairs  from  Char- 
lotte-street, and  entered  the  gallery  of  Surrey  Chapel,  on  a 
Sunday  morning,  in  July,  1820;  dnd  on  another  Sabbath, 
July  lay  182L  He  bad  just  arrived  from  a  distant  part  of 
the  kingdom,  and  was  now  paying  an  annual  visit  privately 
to  this  sacred  place,  that  he  might  indulge  in  all  the  painful 
and  pleasing  reflections  the  familiar  objects  of  Surrey  Qnapel 
were  adapted  to  produce  in  Aw  mind.  ' 

MYPAREfcTl 

In  this  place  my  honored  parents,  for  many  years,  attend- 
ed the  ministry  of  the  Gospel.  Neither  elevated  by  rank, 
nor  distinguished  by  wealth,  but  struggling  thrdugh  me,  with 
a  numerous  and  a  very  disobedient  and  trying  family,  they 
were  comparatively  little  and  unknown  in  this  cajmciou* 
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building ;  but  here,  after  many  a  week  of  affliction,  tempta- 
tion, doubt,  and  difficulty,  they  sought  relief  on  the  holy 
Sabbath,  and  found  their  strength  renewed,  their  spirits  re- 
freshed, and  their  hope  revived,  when  the  Gospel  sprang 
forth  "  as  the  dew;"  and  the  influence  of  divine  grace  de- 
scended "  as  rain  upon  the  new-mown  grass."  When  a 
child,  I  can  recollect  with  pleasure  some  of  their  holy  and 
animating  conversations  with  the  friends  of  Christ  on  a 
Sabbath  evening,  and  on  those  occasions  (Oh !  it  forms  tbc 
most  endearing  recollection  of  my  earliest  days)  I  was  fa- 
-  vored  to  sit  on  the  knee  of  my  beloved  mother,  while  the 
family  group  formed  a  circle  in  the  room,  and  sat  for  an  hour 
hymning  the  praises  of  their  dearest  Lord  and  Saviour. 

"  Sweet  moments,  if  aught  upon  earth 
Resembles  the  joy  of  the  skies/' 

Often  has  my  little  heart  been  melted  to  involuntary  sorrow, 
or  roused  to  imaginary  fortitude,  by  the  mournful  or  ani- 
mating tunes  and  subjects  that  resounded  through  my  pa- 
ternal tabernacle. 

FAMILY  PRAYER. 

The  grave  and  impressive  solemnity  connected  with  the 
manly  firmness  of  my  father's  countenance,  and  the  inex- 
pressible tenderness,  love,  and  piety,  marked  in  the  interest- 
ing features  of  my  beloved  mother  on  those  occasions,  would 
v  ajtouse  all  the  juvenile  energies  of  my  mind,  and  fix  my  at- 
tention alternately  on  both  these  honored  relatives  with  in- 
describable ardor  and  inquisitiveinterest.  Now  I  was  struck 
with  the  mild,  the  piercing,  and  the  uplifted  eye  of  my  pious 
father :  his  whole  soul  appeared  thrown  into  this  expressive 
organ,  and,  like  Stephen,  with  a  benignity  I  cannot  forget, 
(even  at  this  distance  of  time,)  he  iuternaUy  gazed  on  Hea- 
ven, whither  Jesus,  the  forerunner  for  him,  had  entered 
within  the  veil.  Then  turning  to  view  my  pious  mother,  the 
gushing  tear,  the  affectionate  survey  of  her  children,  the 
raised  hand,  the  streaming  eyes,  and  the  tender  glance  Safe) 
the  courts  of  Heaven, — The^se  (precious  recollection  1)  that? 
speajting  actions  to  my  heart,  accompanied  with  the  jentle 
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but  sweetest  pressure  of  my  head  to  the  bosom  of  a  pioas 
mother; — these  were  the  happy  fruits  of  Sabbaths  spent  in 
this  place  when  the  banner  of  Christ  has  been  love.    The 
psalmody  closed,  and  the  sacred  volume  read,  I  was  placed 
on  my  knees  beside  that  affectionate  mother,  who,  clasping 
her  hands  at  one  moment,  and  the  next  familiarly  resting  her 
right  hand  upon  my  shoulder  as  her  "  dear  little  boy,"  (her 
usual  fond  appellation,)  she  would  often  seem  as  if  agoni- 
zing with  God  in  secret  for  me.    And  why  for  me  in  parti- 
cular?   Alas  I  she  had  suffered  severely  with  her  family. 
Some  by  accumulated  troubles,  and  others  by  aggravated 
misconduct,  had  pierced  her  heart  with  many  sorrows.    She 
had  gone  to  the  grave  with  some  younger  branches,  and 
buried  her  fairest  hopes.    Two  of  her  sons  had  become  sail- 
ors ;  they  had  unhappily  imbibed,  with  the  boldest  habits, 
also  the  most  daring  impiety  of  sailors.    One  had  perished 
in  a  distant  land,  after  losing  both  his  legs  in  a  desperate 
battle  at  sea ;  and  another  was  still  living  a  poor  hardened 
wanderer  on  the  trackless  deep,  though  possessing  talents 
for  an  exalted  station:   he  had  almost  broken  his  aged 
father  s  heart,  (who  most  tenderly  loved  him)  by  his  extrava- 
gance and  wickedness.    Here,  then,  hope  was  blasted  and 
withered,  but  1  was  now  a  little  boy  rising  into  Kfe,  in  a  way 
that  gains  much  upon  the  fond  hearts  of  sanguine  parents,- 
rhe  streams  of  affection,  obstructed  in  their  progress  towards 
othe*  parts  of  the  family,  at  least  in  a  partial  degree,  now 
found  a  pleasing  and  a  promising,  channel  in  the  youngest 
boy.    "  Who  can  tell,"  said  the  fond  anticipation, — "  who 
can -tell  what  God  may  do  for  kirn  t  Our  prayers  may  yet  be 
answered,  and  we  may  perhaps,  at  least,  be  favored  with 
one  young  Joseph,  one  stripling  David,  or  one  child  Timo- 
thy, among  the  children  God  has  graciously  given  his  ser- 
vants.   Often  have  I  heard  her  say,  "  For  yomf  my  dear,  I 
had  always  the  deepest  concern.    From  your  birth  my  mind 
has  been  greatly  impressed  respecting  your  salvation.    I  have 
always  had  an  idea  that  the  Lord  would  do  great  things  for 
jroo.    When  an  infant  at  the  breast,  I  have  many  times  look- 
ed at  you,  and  prayed  over  you  with  team  of  extraordinary 
affection; — you  have  been  to  me  afe  the  child  Samuel  was  to 
his  mother  Hannah,  and  it  is  my  daily  prayer,  that,  like  her, 
I  may  present  yon  to  the  Lord  while  life  continues.*    Who 
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put  ihU  into  the  heart  of  my  mother,  who  gave  her  these 
emotions  for  me?  Did  not  He  who  wrought  on  the  heart  of 
Moses9  mother  to  preserve  her  child  in  the  Ark  of  bulrushes, 
that  he  might  be  a  future  blessing  to  Israel?  Surely  he  did. 
Who  am  I,  O  Lord  God,  and  what  is  my  house,  that  thoa 
hast  brought  me  hitherto?  Is  this  the  manner  of  man,  O 
Lord  God  ?" 

MY  FATHER. 

Marinus  had  taken  his  seat  near  the  organ-gallery,  about 
midway  down  the  aisle,  when  a  gentleman  in  a  front  seat, 
near  the  pillar,  recognizing  his  countenance,  intreated  his 
acceptance  of  a  seat  near  him.  In  this  situation  tfie  memory 
of  his  pious  father  produced  many  affecting  ideas.  "  How 
honorable  are  grey  hairs  when  found  in  the  way  of  righte- 
ousness !n  During  my  remembrance,  and  when  I  was  very 
young,'  my  father  resided  for  the  benefit  of  his  Jiealth  in 
Dover-place,  Old  Kent  road,  which  at  that  tune  was  con- 
sidered a  sort  of  country  place.  My  mother's  attention  was 
called  to  a  respectable  lodging-house  she  kept  at  Castle- 
street,  Leicester-square,  where  I  was  born  in  1782,  so  that  I 
W8A  frequently  left  alone  with  my  dear  father.  He  would 
fejdom  omit  Opportunities  ot  instructing  my  infant  mind  id 
hymns  and  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  so  that  it  was  on  that  spot 
my  recollections  commence,  and  the  first  years  of  my  life  I 
can  remember  were  spent  under  the  pious  care  of  this  ho- 
nored parent.  Here  he  then  attended  every  Sabbath,  and 
by  my  bed-side,  on  the  evening  of  that  holy  aay,  would  pour 
out  hie  soul  in  such  a  manner  as  I  now  know  arose  from  what 
he  heard  in  this  Chapel.  I  have  often  delighted  to  wake 
him,  on  the  Monday  mornings,  at  four  or  five  o'clock,  in  the 
summer,  and  interest  his  heart  by  singing,  in  my  infantile 
way,  some  of  his  most  favorite  hymns.  At  another  time,  he 
lived  in  York-street,  Westminster;. the  distance  was  then 
too  great  for  the  family  to  attend  here  generally,  by  my  fa- 
ther, though  greatly  afflicted  with  the  asthma,  would  walk 
over  to  this  chapel  every  Sunday  morning.  1  was  generally 
chosen  as  his  young  companion,  and  it  was  no  small  honor 
in  my  estimation  for  my  esteemed  father  to  rest  his  hand  en 
my  shoulder  as  he  walked,  and,  panting  for  breath,  tell  me 


of  the  lore  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus.  Seldom  do  I  pass  down 
Lambeth- Marsh  without  remembering  with  much  affection 
his  resting-places  when  he  became  increasingly  weak,  where 
I  have  waited  his  asthmatic  paroxysm  of  coughing  with  the 
deepest  anxiety.  Why  did  he  so  often  attend  this  place 
under  such  circumstances  ?  Ah,  he  had  great  reason.  In  the 
days  of  his  youth  he  had  been  no  ordinary  sinner.  Much 
,ias  forgiven  him,  and  he  loved  much.  He  saw  me  rising 
into  life,  surrounded,  by  a  thousand  temptations  that  had 
nearly  proved  fatal  to  him. 

MY  BROTHERS. 

His  bowels  melted  over  every  branch  of  his  family*  His 
heart  was  bursting  with  grief  over  his  poor  wanderer  Wil- 
liam, now  far  off  at  sea,  and  he  trembled  for  me  as  well  as 
Richard,  who  was  almost  an  infant  Ah,  what  sad  remem- 
brance now  strikes  me  in  this  chapel !,  William  lived  many 
years  after  this,  alternately  naval  officer,  mate,  and  captain 
of  a  West-Indiaman,  a  fine,  stout,  noble-spirited  man,  but  a 
source  of  ceaseless  misery  to  his  pious  parents.  The  last 
time  I  saw  him,  he  was  lying  dead  drunk  at  the  feet  of  his 
creeping  mother  in  her  parlour,  after  the  death  of  his  father. 
He  afterwards  sailed  from  the  Thames  for  North  America, 
and  nearly  twenty  years  since  we  suppose  he  mujAave  died 
in  an  hospital  there ;  this  is  aH  we  know  of  h^Htter  end. 
Richard,  as  he  grew  up,  fancied  the  sea;  I  tooHum  to  sea 
with  me  in  a  cruise  off  the  coast  of  Holland  witnLord  Dun- 
can's fleet,  and  afterwards  landed  him  in  the  Downs.  ■  He 
joined  the  Fortune^  frigate,  and  was  to  be  promoted  with 
Lord  Garlts,  when  the  peace  of  1803  took  place.  In  Ply- 
mouth, he  wasted  his  substance  in  riotous  living,  and  arrived 
in  London  covered  with  rags.  .  I  afterwards  bound  hhn  ap- 
prentice at  Rotherhithe,  to  a  North  country  Captain,  in  a 
ship  where  my  old  messmate  was  chief  mate,  ana  he  sailed 
in  her,  and  perished  by  being  washed  overboard  in' a  gale  of 
wind.  I  only  am  left.  Lord,  why  am  I  spared?  Ah,  if  om 
dear  father,  when  he  wept  and  prayed  over  us,  could  have 
foreseen  our  future  lives  of  sin  and  misery,  but  he  was  ver- 
cifulry  spared  the  sad,  the  afflictive,  the  paralysing  detail  of 
our  guilt.    Some  of  his  infants  had  been  taken  'away  from 


of  reading  the  Scriptures  to  my  dear  and  honored  father  when 
I  was  a  boy,  is  one  among  the  venffew  circumstances  of  my 
youthful  days  upon  which  I  can  look  back  with  the  least 
satisfaction  and  enjoyment.     God  of  all  my  mercies,  I  thank 
thee  for  this  mercy  granted  at  a  time  when  I  knew  thee  not. 
Blessed  and  honorable  employ ;  perhaps,  I  was  the.  means 
of  soothing  his  passage  through  the  vale  of  Death,  and  re- 
moving many  of  its  thorns :  of  facilitating  his  progress  down 
the  fatal  declivity,  and  softening  the  roar  of  the  swellings  of 
Jordan,  when  the  ransomed  of  the  Lord  passed  over.-    For 
this,  O  Lord,  my  soul  shall  bless  thee  as  long  ajs  I  live.     My 
God,  I  would  not  dare  to  ask  too  much   knowing  that  any 
thing  short  of  hell  is  too  good  and  too  great  for*a  sinner 
like  me ;  but  I  must  humbly  venture,  at  this  solemn  moment, 
a  tender  but  earnest  plea.     "  O  that  some  one  of  nfy  dear 
children,  like  another  Joseph  to  his  father  Jacob,  may  thus 
be  permitted  to  attend  my  death-bed,  and  finally  put  his 
hands,  with  kindest  affection   on  my  eyes.*1    A  morning  or 
two  before  my  dear  father  died,  he  was  unusually  afflicted, 
aoo%  from  the  frequent  watchings  of  other  parts  of  the  fami- 
ly, he  felt  unwilling  to  disturb  them.    He  therefore  gently 
called  for  me.     1  arose  immediately,  (about  four  o'clock,) 
lighted  the  fire,  and  obtained  him  some  little  necessaries. 
It  was  a  dark  winter's  morning, — all  was  silent  as  the  grave. 
He  felt  and  expressed  himself  very  thankful  for  my  kindness. 
A  cup  of  cold  water,  reached  to  him  in  his  circumstances, 
now  produced  the  tear  of  gratitude,  and  the  smile  of  pecu- 
liar affection.     This  was  the  last  service  I  was  permitted  to 
render  this  honored  parent,  and  I  will  not  cease  to  cherish 
the  remembrance  of  it  to  the  latest  moment  of  my  existence. 
He  was  now  rapidly  hastening  to  a  world  where  all  his  wants 
would  be  supplied,  and  where  the  trifling  attentions  of  a  be  • 
loved  boy,  a  son  dear  to  his  heart,  would  be  unnecessary. 

Raving  procured  what  he  wanted,  I  sat  down  by  his  bed- 
side. He  felt  his  dissolution  approaching, — the  family  all 
slept  in  peace, — the  lamp  faintly  cast  a  gleam  of  light  across 
the  room  from  the  chimney-corner.  I  helped  to  support  the 
back  of  my  aged  father.  He  thanked  me  It  was  the  last 
time  he  could  have  a  private  interview  with  me— -Eternity 
was  immediately  before  him.  He  was  going  to  leave  me  in 
*  world  of  guilt  and  wretchedness.    He  breathed  in  pain;— 
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the  obstructing  phlegm  and  the  exhausted  powers  of 
body  rendered  it  difficult  to  speak,  but,-rousing  all  his  dying 
energies,  he  addressed  me  in  broken  accents  with  much 
affection : — "  George,  my  dear  boy,  I  die.  Oh  may  God  be 
with  you !  Take  care,  my  love — take  care  of  sin — nothing 
will  hurt  you  but  sin.  Ah  !*— he  paused— {he  was  '  ashamed, 
yea,  even  confounded  at  the  remembrance  of  the  sins  of  his 
youth.")— ~ne  resumed.  "  My  dear  lad,  seek  Jesus  Christ  fot 
the  salvation  of  your  soul.  Be  a  good  boy  to  your  mother 
when  I  am  dead :  don't  grieve  her.  If  she  seem  fretful  and 
angry,  remember  she  has  many  things  to  try  her  temper, — 
a  young  family, — disobedient  children,—- and  with  no  means 
for  their  support,  but  what  she  must  create  by  her  exertions 
under  the  Divine  Blessing. 

"  Ah,  my  dear  Nancy,  we  have  journeyed  together  more 
than  forty  years — it  has  been  a  wilderness  indeed  to  us ! — 
ray  heavy  affliction  has  long  made  me  burthensome  to  tbee ! 
She  sleeps  in  peace!  Oh  may  she  sleep  in  Christ  at  last! 
My  death  will  relieve  her  from  much  toil  and  anxiety ;  but 
oh,-  my  dear  children P  He  wept — 1  sobbed  with  real  Mr- 
row — some  minutes  passed  in  solemn9  stillness.  His  lips 
moved,  as  he  reclined  gently  backward  on  the  pillow,  but  his 
voice  was  not  heard.  His  communion  was  with  God — his 
heavenly  intercourse  was  secret.  No  mortal,  no  -angel  can 
tell  what  were  his  dying  requests  at  this  moment— -they  were 
poured  into  the  ears  of  God — all  his  cares  were  oast  upon 
Him  who  eternally  cared  for  him— all  his  burthens  wete  rolled 
on  Him  who  had  promised  tt>  sustain  them ! 


"  His  God  sustained  him  in  bis  dying  boor ; 
Hi«  dying  hour  brought  glory  to  his -God  !" 


— I  watohed  his  face  with  tears  of  filial  affection.  He  opened 
his  eyes — my  left  arm  was  under  his  head.  I  leaned  over, 
eager  to  catch  some  of  his  dying  breathings.  He  gently 
turned  his  face  towads  me :  he  looked  upon  me ;  I  thought 
a  heavenly  smile  mildly  played  on  his  placid  countenance : 
"  George,  my  dear  boy,  I  am  going  to  my  God.  I  sh«il 
meet  you  in  the  day  of  Judgment  at  farthest !  IjJut  oh  bow 
shall  we  meet  I— if  you  love  Christ,,  you  will  be  with  ipe  m 
glory !  if  not,  you  will  be  for  eyer  absent  from '  spe  i»  Ut\) !  i 
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I  shall  stand  on  the  right  hand  of  Christ,  the  Judge  of  the 
quick  and  the  dead,  meet  me  there!" 

He  could  say  no  more,  but  waved  his  hand  for  me  to  leave 
him.  I  retired  and  wept,-  but  never  prayed.  Towards  the 
close  of  the  day  he  wished  to  see  his  beloved  pastor, 

THE  REV.  ROWLAND  HILL, 

whom  he  had  so  often  heard  with  delight  in  this  chapel. 
That  useful  and  aged  Minister  of  the  Lord  may  scarcely  re- 
collect the  circumstances  -of  this  visit,  from  jthe  multitudes 
he  has  visited  in  similar  situations,  but  it  has  left  behind  an 
impression  on  me  never  to  be  effaced.    Mr.  Hill  came  about 
ten  o'clock,  accompanied  by  a'  friend.     He  sat  down  and 
conversed  in  the  usual  strain  of  ministerial  consolation  to  a 
dying  believer.     In  answer  to  his  questions,  my  expiring  fa- 
ther witnessed  a  good  confession,  and  delivered  the  brightest 
testimony  of  his  faith,  his  hopes,  and  his  joys.     Mr.  Hill 
knelt  down,  and,  with  great  affection  and  seriousness,  com- 
mended his  departing  spirit  to  Him  who  bled  and  died  to 
redeem  it     He  took  leave,  and  walked  home.   '  My  dear  fa- 
ther, refreshed  and  comforted,  cast  an  affectionate  look 
around  his  weeping  family — then  fixed  his  eyes  on  the  clock, 
at  the  foot  of  the  bed,  and,  with  a  smile,  was  heard  to  whis- 
per, "  It  is  finished."     His  eyes  closed  in  the  most  peaceful 
serenity— his  spirit  fled — angels  conducted  it  to  his  Father's 
botomJ     A  messenger  was  instantly  dispatched,  who  over- 
took Mr.  Hill,  just  as  he  reached  his  own  door,  to  say  that 
William  S— — ,  with  whom  he  had  just  prayed,  was  dead/ 

"  Spirit  of  a  father  dear," 

. 

may  I  hope  to  meet  thee  m  glory !  Oh  what  sort  of  a  meet- 
ing will  that  be !  My  father  charged  me  to  meet  him  at  the 
tight  hand  of  Christ  in  the  last  day,  but, 

u  When  thou,  my  righteou*  Judge  thall  come, 
To  call  thy  ransom'd  people  horoe, 

Shall  1  amongfit  them  stabd  ? 
MmII  rack  a  worthies*  worn  at  I, 
fko  iwotimct  am  afraid  to  die, 

i  Be  fond  at  thy  right  hand?"  .  -<,.. 


•'i'> 
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Marinas  had  silently  shed  a  flood  of  tears  over  the  revered 
memory  of  his  honored  Father,  when  some  whispers  from  the 
children  near  him  in  the  organ  gallery  caught  his  attention 
and  transferred  his  reflections  to 

THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

u  Delightful  and  instructive  resort  of  my  juvenile  days. 
How  often  have  I  hastened  from  my  paternal  roof,  with  the 
fond  kiss  of  a  beloved  mother,  and  the  solemn  blessing  of  my 
aged  father,  and  trudged  to  this  school.  t  Here  I  first  learnt 
the  news  of  salvation  by  a  Crucified  Saviour,  so  as  to  com- 
prehend some  little  of  its  meaning  from  Teachers  and  Minis- 
ters, Shivering  with  cold' on  winter  mornings,  and  blowing 
my  fingers  as  I  ran  along,  1  thought  it  unkind  in  my  parents 
to  hurry  me  off  to  the  Sunday  School,  when  I  had  been  at- 
tending a  School  all  the  week ;  but  I  have  learnt  since  to 
bless  their  pious  care,  and  unfeignedly  adore  the  Grace  that 
-put.  it  into  their  hearts  to  train  me  up  in  the  way  I  ought  to 
go.  Amid  the  bloom  and  fragrance  of  a  May  morning,  the 
inviting  and  animating  beams  of  a  Summer's  morning,  01 
the  fruit-bearing  scent  of  an  Autumn  morning,  c  onsidered 
it  was  cruel  and  almost  tyrannical  on  the  part  of  my  parents 
to  abridge  my -pleasure/3,  and  compel  me  to  attend  this  Sun- 
day School,  while  other  lads  of  my  acquaintance  were  allow- 
ed,  with  impunity,  to  break  the  Sabbath  and  walk  out  in  the 
country  in  search  of  birds  nests,  flowers,  prospects  or  fruit 
But  I  have  long  since  reflected  on  this  kind  constraint  with 
tears  of  genuine  affection  for  them,  and  boundless  gratitude 
to  God.  "  Childhood  and  youth,"  I  now  know,  "  are  va 
nity,"  and  that  "  folly,  is  bound  up  in  the  heart  of  a  child,** 
is  an  assertion  in  truth,  that  has  forced  itself  upon  my  at 
tention,  and  borrowed  its  illustrations  and  confirmation  from 
the  early  actions  of  my  life ;  yet  at  that  time  I  was  compa 

Vatively  innocent.  <Ah ! .  when  I  attended  thai  school,  and  sat 
in  that  gallery,  before  the  organ  was  erected,  I  was  a  stranger 
to  "  the  mystery  of  iniquity,"  and ."  the  depth  of  Satan,9' 
in  a  man  of  war,  "  where  Satan's  seat  is.**  I  had  not  then 
been  initiated  in  the  language  and  scenery  of  a  Sea  Port 

.  Town;  I  had  not  then  left  ray  father's  house,  nor  wasted  my 
jftibstance  in  a  far  country,  with  riotous  living.'    To  the  thea- 
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tre,  the  card  party,  the  drunkards  song,  the  midnight  re- 
vel, and  the  debasing,  the  destructive  society  of  the  scorn* 
er,  the  impure,  the  infidel  and  the  apostate,  I  was  then 
a  stranger.  "  I  thought  as  a  child,  I  understood  at  a  child, 
I  spake  as  a  child/* 

JUVENILE  FELICITY. 

Happy,  happy  season,  of  my  life;  I  was  in  the 
world,  but  not  of  the  world.  I  knew  no  care^  I  saw 
do  danger;  no  aspiring  guilty  objects  fired  my  ambi- 
tion ;  no  forbidden  scenes  awakened  unsanctified  desires ; 
no  fancied  insults  kindled  insatiable  revenge,  no  dreadful 
circumstances  in  Providence,  would  then  tempest  my  soul, 
or  arouse  my  rebellious  passions  to  "  curse  Qod  and  die/' 

0  that  I  could  obliterate  from  my  memory  the  thousand 
guilty  transactions  of  a  hardened  Sailor,  from  the  time  I  left 
that  Sunday  School,  until  I  settled  on  shore,  and  became  a 
subject  of  converting  Grace.  But  why  do  I  wish  this  ?  true, 
Yhe  faithful  traces  of  memory,  aided  by  a  knowledge  of  the 
law  of  God,  and  an  enlightened  conscience,  are  painful  in  the 
extreme. 

When  with  my  mind  devoutly  prest, 
Oear  Saviour,  my  revo'ving  breast, 
'  Would  past  offences  trace; 
Trembling  I  make  the  black  review, 
Yet  pleas'd  behold  admiriog  too 
The  power  of  changing  grace. 

Still,  is  not  the  remembrance  profitable  to  my  soul?  yes, 
since  my  Prince  and  Saviour  has  by  his  Holy  Spirit  enabled 
me  to  ki  sorrow  after  a  godly  sort,  what  carefidnem  it 
wrought,  what  indignation^  what/ear,  what  vehement  dem% 
what  vol,  what  revenge  against  sin."  Does  not  "  godly 
sorrow  work  repentance  to  salvation,  not  to  be  repented  of. 
Then,  Lord,  I  will  not  pray  that  my  siniul  life  may  be  a  blank 
in  my  recollection ;  1  will  not  intreat  that  it  may  be  blotted  . 
out  from  my  remembrance,  though  it  is  from  thine.    Oh,  no, 

1  will  still  look  back  to  the  horrible  pit  from  which  1  hava 
been  rescued,  and  to  the  rocks  and  quicksands  from  which  I 
have  been  delivered ;  while  millions,  who  were  embarked  on 
the  same  ocean  with  me,  and  who  were  much  more  worthy, 
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nave  perished  by  an  eternal  Shipwreck.  No,'  Lord,  I  cas- 
not,  I  will  not  restrain  the  pungent  reflection,  the  secret 
blushing,  the  increasing  self*  abhorrence,  the  inward  horror, 
the  utter  detestation  of  sin,  the  holy  wonder  at  thy  grace, 
the  heart-bursting  with  love  to  Christ  Jegus,  the  trembling, 
the  agonizing  view  of  his  cross,  the  deep  and  bitter  sobbing! 
and  wailing?  at  its  feet,  "  beneath  the  droppings  of  hit 
blood,"  and  the  tender  meltings  and  love-dissolving  sorrov, 
while  looking  at  Htm  whom  I  have  pierced.  "  Tears  have 
their  own  sweetness  too/'  O  my  God,  should  "  the  chkf 
of  sinner 6"  ever  be  permitted,  through  thy  boundless  and 
*  unmerited  favour,  to  reach  heaven,  and  remember  all  the 
way  thy  Providence  has  led  me.  Then,  0  then,  while  thou 
shalt  wipe  away  all  jtliose  tears,  what  raptures  of  admiratios 
and  joy  shall  I  feel,  when  commencing  my  review  from  the 
period  when  I  was  a  boy  in  this  Sunday  School,  I  behold,  bj 
celestial  light,  the  magnitude  of  my  own  demerits  as  a  sir* 

r,  and  the  inexpressible  wonders  and  glories  of  thy  Grace 

my  Saviour" 

A  young  girl,  about  ID  years  of  age,  seated  on  a  form  m 

e  gallery,  caught  the  eye  of  Marinus,  and  brought  to  his 
remembrance 

HIS  SISTER. 

''Hannah!  O  Hannah!   thou  poor  deluded,  wretched, 

eked  girl !  we  being  nearly  of  an  age,  have  often  travelled 

this  Sunday  School  in  company.     Here  we  were  mutually 

ught  to  fear  God.     Here  we  sat  to  hear  his  holy  word. 

Here,  and  in  the  adjoining  school  room,  Ministers  and  Teach- 

-  era  labored  to  instruct  us  to  avoid  the  path  of  the  wicked, 

and  enter  by  the  strait  gate  into  the  narrow  way. that  lead- 

eih  to  Eternal  Life.    Here  we  have  often  wept  over  the 

affecting  discourses  of  the  Lord's  .servants  from  that  sacred 

pulpit,  and  from  hence  we  have  frequently  departed  hand  in 

hand,  to  tell  our  dear  afflicted  father  where  the  text  lay,  ami 

what  the  preacher  said     My  God,  who  could  have  imagined 

when  we  sat  as  children  in  that  gallery,  that  we  should  have 

pmaed  so  fatal  a  course  to  endless  perdition  in.  subsequent 

years!  miserable  children!  deluded  by  the  common  &eny, 

and  infuriated  with  the  most  angoVernable  determinate^  we 
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soon  reached  a  premature  maturity  in  evil,  that  would  have 
produced  the  most  destructive  consequences,  but  for  Hie 
wonder  ous  interposition  of  Almighty   Grace.     Uunhappy 
girl !  how  unlike  that  lovely  pattern  of  pie,ty,  whose  name 
she  bore !  Alas,  neither  the  grace,  or  the  example  of  Pa- 
rents, the  significancy  or  beauty  of  names,  or  the  excellency 
and  etfeciency  of  divine  ordinances  can  convert  and  restrain 
the  sinful  propensities  of  depraved  nature :  God  alone  can 
•'  give  the  increase."   Truly  we  are  "  born  again,"  "  Not  of 
blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man, 
but  of  God."     Scarcely  had  she  quitted  this  school,  before 
*he  discovered  the  most  rebellious  conduct  to  her  Parents, 
and  an  unalterable  decision  to  shake  off  their  authority,  and 
seek  soeme  situation  where  she  could  be  free  from  this  yoke, 
and  enjoy  the  promised  gratifications  of  liberty.     Accursed, 
infernal,  fatal  delusion !  where  does  this  boasted  freedom 
terminate,  but  in  the  basest  and  the  most  detestable  slavery 
to  the  world,  to  sin,  to  Satan,  to  self,  and  to  hell. 

HER  FALL. 

My  guilty  sister  gained,  and  for  a  while,  seemed  to  enjoy 
ihis  liberty,  but — in  some  fatal  unsuspecting  moment,  her  dc- 
c  titer  became  her  destroyer,  and  she  fell  into  that  gvlph, 
from  which  few,  very  few,  are  ever  recovered. 

Her  pious  Father  was  spared  the  heart-rending  news  of 
her  ruin.  His  body  reposed  in  peace,  "  where  the  tricked 
cease  from  troubling,"  and  his  soul  reclined  on  the  bosom  of 
Jesus,  "  where  the  weary  are  at  rest ;  nor  could  "  Sataii 
break  his  peace  again."  But  her  mother,  a  widow  with  a 
large  family,  was  painfully  alive  to  all  the  horrors  of  this 
event,  and  watered  her  couch  with  tears  night  and  day,  ex- 
claiming, "  Woe,  woe  is  me,  that  I  have  borne  children  for 
the  destroyer."  Having  no  husband,  and  no  confidential 
friend  living,  to  whom  she  could  impart  the  sorrows  that. 
pieiced  her  soul,  they  must  rest  with  her  God,  until  "  the 
day  shall  declare,"  how  great  the  "  tribulation,"  from  which 
she  ascended  through  the  blood  ef  the  tarnb. 

On  my  different  returns  from  the  sea,  I  occasionally  saw 
this  miserable1  girl,  the  impious,  the  inexpressibly  daring, 
*ud  the  impenetrably  hardened    Magdalen    of   the  day . 
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Scarcely  a  haunt  of  sin  but  she  proudly  trod,  or  a  prison,  a 
hospital,  or  an  assylum  that  she  had  not  occasionally  occu- 
pied and  filled  with  her  blasphemies.  At  every  interval  rob- 
♦  l>ing  her  wretched  mother  of  her  property,  her  peace,  and 
all  her  fond  expectations  of  earthly  happiness,  she  bounded 
onward  fearlessly  to  everlasting  ruin.  My  dear  mother  once  I 
gave  me  such  a  detail  of  her  proceedings,  when  I  was  on 
liberty  from  my  ship,  that  I  exclaimed,  in  a  rage,  "  Why 
don't  you  cast  her  into  prison,  and  have  her  transported 
to  Botany  Bay  ?  I  shall  never  forget  the  answer  she  gave 
me.  It  was  so  full  of  tenderness,  so  expressive  of  maternal 
affection,  and  so  illustrative  of  the  Saviour's  yearnings  over 
abandoned  Jerusalem,  that  I  have  a  thousand  times  men- 
tioned it  in  public  and  private,  to  the  honor  of  my  departed 
mother.  Bursting  into  an  agony  of  tears,  she  cried,  "  Ah, 
my  dear,  you  don't  know  what  it  is  to  be  'a  Mother  / — No, 
my  love,  No,  1  cannot  cast  her  into  prison,  I  cannot  wholly 
give  her  up— -for  let  her  be  what  she  may>  I  can  never  forget 
that  she  is  still  my  child." 

ATTEMPTED  ASSASSINATION 

On  one  occasion,  after  I  had  quitted  the  sea,  I  attended 
this  chapel  with  my  dear  mother.  It  was  the  morning  of  a 
fine  Sabbath  Day.  She  was  much  affected  under  the  dis- 
course, and  while  leaning  on  my  arm  to  return  home,  she 
sweetly  enlarged  on  the  love  of  Christ,  and  the  delights  of 
Heaven.  I.  knew  nothing  of  religion  experimentally  then, 
'  but  always  heard  her'  speak  of  it  with  respect  We  had 
reached  home- ;  my  mother  was  seated  in  the  parlour,  ad- 
miring the  fejndness  of  her  God  and  Father,  in  giving  her  the 
life  and  the  company  of  her  dear  Boy. 

I  was  standing  at  the  door,  On  a  sudden  I  heard  a 
shriek  of  horror,  that  chilled  the  very  blood  at  my  heart.  I 
darted  into  the  room,  and  beheld  a  guilty  Matricide,  in  the 
person' of  my  own  sister.  She  had  entered  the  back  part  of 
the  house,  softly  ascended  the  stairs  frpm  the  yard,  and 
sprung  into  the  parlour  in  a  fit  of  intoxication,  wttira  knife 
firmly  grasped  in  her  right  hand,  to  murder  her  Mother! ! ! 
Marinus  paused — the  remembrance  of  the  scene  was  too 
powerful  for  him— he  sobbed  in  secret,  breathing  out,  **  My 
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dear  Mother."  His  heart  beat  with  violent  agitation,  hit 
head  ached  with  weeping,  aud  for  a  moment  he  rested  it  on 
the  front  of  the  seat,'  in  forgetfulness  of  every  object  around 
him.  He  recovered  himself/  and  the  scene  was  again  pour- 
trayed  to  his  imagination  in  all  its-  vivid  horrors.  "  I  dash* 
ed  forward,  strong  and  powerful  as  a  hale  young  man  of  20, 
seized  both  the  arms  of  the  infuriated  girl,  and  wrested  from 
her  grasp  the  fatal  knife  that  was  destined  to  the  bloody 
deed.  ,$o  mighty  was  the  rage  and  fury  of  my  soul  (fori 
tenderly  loved  my  dear  mother)  that  I  now  wonder  how  I 
was  kept  from  plunging  that  knife  into  the  vitals  of  the  vile 
wretched  girl  who  thus  daringly  attempted  to  deprive  that 
parent  of  existence,  who  brought  her  into  li  '  with  so  much 
pain  and  agony;  and  while  imprinting  the  first  kiss  upon  her 
infant  cheeks,  was  ready  to  whisper  to  her  beloved  husband, 
"  My  love,  this  same  shall  comfort  us  concerning  the  work 
and  toil  of  our  hands.** 

I  bore  this  infatuated  sister,  amidst  mutual  and  desperate 
threatning8,  to  another  room,  and  lashed  her  hands  and 
feet  to  a  large  bedstead,  and  fearless  of  her  ravings,  hastened 
to  my  dear  mother.  I  found  herpale  and  ghastly,  with  some 
few  tears  wandering  down  her  venerable  cheeks,  but  not 
recovered  from  the  fright  this  desperate  attempt  had  pro- 
duced. Some  neighbours  supported  her  in  a  chair.  I  gazed 
on  her  in  wild  amaze  and  speechless  agony.  At  length  she 
opened  her  eyes,  and  casting  a  look  of  enquiry  and  love  to* 
wards  me,  she  faintly  said,  "  What  have  you  done  with  my 
wretched  girlr  "  My  dear  mother,  she  is  safe  in  the  next 
room.-  "  Have  you  killed  her?"  "  No,  my  dear  mother, 
don't  be  alarmed,  she  is  alive  and  well.'*  "  God  be  praised—, 
I  thought  1  should  have  been  deprived  of  you  both  in  one 
day.  Father  forgive  her,  she  knew  not  what  she  did.'*  My 
mother  recovered,  but  the  cries  of  her  wicked  girl  brought  a 
mob  round  the  door,  and  had  I  not  been  prevented,  I  should 
have  fought  with  several  well  dressed  men,  who  insisted  on 
entering  the  house.  When  peace  was  somewhat  restored, 
I  informed  the  crowd  what  was  the  cause  of  those  cries,  and 
introduced  two  respectable  persons,  who  satisfied  those  that 
"m  without,  and  dispersed  them.  In  the  evening  some 
neighbours  removed  her  from  the  hous* , 
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DEATH,  FUNERAL,  AND  THE  GRAVE. 

In  this  course  of  life  she  continued  until  the  moment  or 
her  mother's  death,  when  I  was  not  at  home.     She  had  e,ot 
into  the  house,  and  seeing  her  mother  dying,  she  was  de- 
manding some  of  her  gowns  with  her  usual  violence,  when 
her  mother  cast  a  look  of  grief  upon  her,  ^and  expired. 
•About  a  week  after  this  circumstance  I  arrived  in  London, 
md  ordered  the  funeral  of  my  deceased:  parent     I  had  now 
become  acquainted  with  the  saving  power  of  God,    and 
conducted  singing  and  prayer  in  the  room  before  the  corpse 
was  brought  out    The.  family  were  all  moving  over  Blaok- 
friar's  Road,  in  mourning  coaches,  solemnly  following  the 
hearse  that  contained  the  dear  remains  of  my  beloved  mo- 
ther.       ■  was  not  present  when  we  left  the  house,   and 
dreading  her  violence,  we  hoped  she .  would  not  reach  us. 
She  had,  however,  determined  to  be  there;  but  living  at  a 
distance,  and  the  day  being  exceedingly  wet,  she  conld  not 
obtain  a  hackney  coach  for  some  time.    We  were  slowly  ap- 
proaching Blackfriar's  Bridge,  when  a  coach  drove  furiously 
over,  and  had  passed  the  hearse,  when  she  caught  a  glance 
of  me  in  the  mourning  coach,  and  in  a  paroxism  of  grief  and 
horror  I  can  never  forget,  she  burst  open  the  door  rf  th* 
hackney  coach,  and  leaped,  at  the  hazard  of  her  life,  iott 
the  road,  when  darting  through  the  wet  and  mud,  she  stop 
ped  the  hearse,  and  rent  the  air  with  her  cries,  "  My  Mo 
tber!  my  Mother!  my  Mother — good  God,  my  Mother!" 
The  solemn  procession  was  delayed  some  time;  a  crowd 
collected,  and  we  were  obliged  to  take  her  into  the  coach 
where  1  sat:    I  was  much  disturbed  by  her  grief,  and  greatly 
astonished  to  view,  what,  appeared  to  me  the  most  genuine 
and  undissembled  woe  J  had  evsr  witnessed.     It,  seemed 
that  her  conscience  now  thundered  in  her  ears,  an£  her  eon- 
duct  to  her  mother  appeared  in  its  real  guilt  an  apparition 
to  her  terrified  mind.     I  am  persuaded,  that  with  the  instruc- 
tion she  received  in  this  school  and  this  chapel,  she  had 
sufficient  light  in  the  Jjkeaa^,  though  she  was  altogether  des- 
titute of  grace  in  theJfeart,  *ncl,  like  many  others  who  have 
had  such  privileges/tfte  knew  enough  of  religion  to  make 
her  supremely  miserable^ when  the  baseness  of  her  conduct 
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appeared  before  her  in  the  light  of  a  convicted  conscience. 
On  arriving  at  the  grave,  her  grief  assumed  a  more  painful 
and  terrific  tone.  Her  shouts,  calling  for  her  mother  to 
come  out  of  the  grave  and  pray  for  mercy  on  her,  were 
frightful  indeed;  and  when  the  burial  service  closed,  it  was 
with  the  utmost  difficulty  she  could  be  restrained  from  leap- 
ing into  the  grave,  to  be  buried  with  the  corpse  of  her  mo- 
ther, as  she  violently  expressed  her  determination*  I  had 
ao  idea  that  this  grief  would  continue  long,  but  it  yielded 
me  some  hope  that  God  would  one  day  soften  the  hard 
Heart  of  this  vile  rebellious  creature,  and  bring  her  Jto  re- 
pentance. 

GUILT  AND  GRACE.  . 

At  times  I  visited,  and  wrote  to  this  wicked  girl,  but  all 
my  efforts  appeared  to  be  in  vain.  About  twelve  months 
after  her  mother's  death  I  called  on  her,  and  endeavoured  to 
converse  seriously  with  her,  but  she  very  soon  arose  from 
her  chair,  paced  the  room  with  great  violence,  and  used 
language  too  honed  to  be  repeated  or  forgotten.  I  was  not 
disposed  to  reply  to  her  threats  or  her  oaths,  farther  than  by 
tears  and  remonstrances  of  the  most  tender  nature.  I  wept 
over  her  in-  vain.  She  cursed  me  at  last  by  every  thing  Sa- 
cred, and  left  me,  demanding  liberty  to  "  go  to  hcU  her  own 
way."  I  could  only  now  follow  her  with  my  prayers.  I 
could  not  reproach  her.  I  had  been  too  great  a  sinner  my- 
self, but  my  own  salvation  encouraged  me  to  hope  for  her's, 
and  at  length  I  learnt,  that  trembling  on  the  brink  pf  eter- 
nity, she  had  sent  for  some  pious  Methodists,  who  had  for 
many  weeks  visited  and  prayed  with  her.  She.  partially  re- 
covered ;  her  repentance  appeared  deep  and  genuine ;  she 

.  lingered  (or  many  months  a  most  horrid  spectacle  of  guilt 
and  misery,  and  at  length  died  in  a  workhouse.     Her  career 

*  of  sin  was  wild  and  horrible,  but  I  have  every  reason  te  be- 
lieve, from  the  testimony  of  her  sisters,  and  of  those  who 
visited  her,  that  she  spent  the  last  year  of  her  life  like  Mary 
weeping  at  the  feet  of  Jesus.  She  corresponded^ with  me; 
reminded  me  of  what  we  had  learnt  in  this  Sunday  School, 
and  from  the  lips  of  our  parents.  She  intreated  my  forgive- % 
ness,  and  alluded  to  the  effect  of  a  sermon  upen  her,  whe» 
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she  insultingly  burst  into  a  meeting  in  Unicorn- Yard,  Tooley- 
Street,  where  I  was  preaching/  She  implored  ray  prayers, 
and  I  think  died  at  last  a  miracle  of  Divine  Grace  and  mercy. 
Ah,  what  a  meeting  must  her  departed  spirit  have  had  with 
the  disembodied  spirits  of  her  Father  and  Mother. 

* 

THE   ADVANTAGES   OF 

SUNDAY  SCHbOL  TEACHING.  S 

* 
Marinus  was  insensibly  led  to  this  subject  from  reflections 
on  the  disease  of  his  sister.  He  praised  God  that  she  had 
learnt  at  this  Sunday  School,  and  pleased  himself  with  the 
idea,  that  on  a  bed  of  sickness  for  many  months,  she  mast 
have,  "  found  the  bread  cast  upon  the  waters,"  here,  "  after 
many  days.**    He  looked  from  her  to  his  own  history,  and 

*  discovered  abundant  reason  for  gratitude,  on  enumerating 
the  benefits  he  had  derived  from  Sabbath  Instruction.  "Tea, 
it  has  been  very  useful  unto  me ;  I  can  scarcely  reckon  upon 
its  advantages.  In  this  Sunday  School  I  received  instruc- 
tion, that  I  found  it  impossible  to  forget  at  sea,  amidst  all 
my  career  of  sin  and  folly.  1  have  often  strove  to  shake  off 
the  impressions  I  received  here,,  but  I  could  not.  In  spite  of 
every  method,  I  was  struck  with  the  precepts  of  the  Bible, 
the  distinction  of  a  Sabbath  day,  the  certainty  of  Death  and 
Judgment,  Heaven  and  Hell.  These,  and  many  more  truths 
of  the  most  solemn  and  awakening  import,  possessed  a  power, 
over  me,  that  made  me  miserable  in  the  midst  of  my  greatest 
sensual  enjoyments.     The  light  imparted  to  my  mind,  gave  a . 

.  sting,  to  the  remembrance  of  sin,  that  marred  all  my  happi- 
ness, and  rendered  my  harvest  a  heap  of  confusion  and 
misery. 

I  dared  not  swear  as  others ;  I  never  could  ridicule  reli- 
gion ;  I  was  afraid  to  deal  in  the  epithets  of  a  man  of  war, 
as  they  are  incorporated  with  the  commonest  remarks  of  the 
sailor's  blasphemy,  as  "  God,  Christ,  Holy  Ghost,  Heaven, 
Hell,  Angel,  Devil,  Blast, .  Damnation,  Death,  Grave,  and 
Eternity."  While  this  infernal  abuse  of  the  most  sacred 
terms  was  going  onv  I  did  not  condemn  it,  but  I  dared  not 
imitate  it.  Other  sins  that  did  not  so  prominently  identify 
tne  Almighty  in  his  perfections  or  his  work,  I  could  glory  in 
at  the  time,  though  I  suffered  unknown  pangs  immediately 
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afterward.  The  only  happy  moments  of  my  life,  amidst  air 
the  fascinating  objects  of  foreign' countries,  and  the  splendor 
of  naval  victories,  were  those  I  spent,  when,  during  my 
watch  at  the  mast  head,  or  my  midnight  dozings  on  the 
quarter  deck,  a  lively  imagination  transferred  me  from  the 
snip  to  the  Sunday  School,  and  to  the  interesting  devotions 
of  my  father's  family.  The  tears  shed  upon  those  occasions, 
were  more  precious  than  the  honey,  or.  the  honeycomb.  I 
have  joined  the  drunkards  songs,  1  have  shouted  the  full 
chorus  with  officers,  and  sailors,  and  soldiers ;  in  sea  ports, 
in  the  forecastle,  the  cockpit,  and  the  ward-room ;  but  never 
did  I  enjoy  one  moment's  happiness  in  all  this,  equal  to  what 
I  .have  felt  when  privately  humming  the  old  hundredth  tune 
to  a  verse  I  learnt  in  this  Sunday  School,  though  I  did  not 
understand  its  spiritual  meaning. 

"  .Lord,  I  am  vile,  conceWd  in  «b, 
'  And  born  unholy  and  unclean ; 

Sprung  fiom  the  man  whose  guilty  fall 
Corrupts  the  race  and  taints  as  all.** 

THE  ALARMING  TEMPEST. 

I  remember  belonging  to  the  channel  fleet,  and  cruiang  off 
Brest,"  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Lord  Bridport.    At 
3  P.  M.  it  being  my  watch  for  2  hours,  at  the  fore-top-mast-  - 
bead,  I  saw  to  windward  the  appearance  of  a  heavy  squeJL 
We  were  standing  on  with  the  fleet  in  sailing  order,  on  the 
larboard  tack.     In  a  little  while  the  sudden  rise  of  the  sea, 
the  darkness  of  the  horizon,  and  the  distant  roar  to  wind- 
ward, indicated  a  storm  of  no  common  power.    The  fleet 
took  in  top-gailant-saiis,  hauled  up  their  courses,  and  soon 
afterwards  secured  one  reef  in  the  topsails.    The  weather 
sky  grew  blacker  still,  until  a  dense  darkness,  almost  at  noon 
day,  enveloped  every  thing.    It  approached  and  remained 
impenetrable.    I  saw  several  merchant  ttiips  struck  with  the 
storm,  thrown  down  on  their  Warn  ends,  and  suddenly  over-  • 
whelmed  with  darkness  the  most  horrible  tn  its  appearance. 
The  fleet  close  reefed  topsails,  handed  their  courses,  and  lay 
too,  almost  under  bare  poles,  waiting  the  approach  of  the 
frightful  hurricane.      Every  heart  sunk  with  fear;    every  * 
knee  trembled,  and  the  whole  ship's  company  turned,  pate 


.     to. 

The  crew   below  placed  themselves    m  suitable  posit- 
ions, that  they  might  not  be   dashed  to   atoms   by  the 
try  of  the  storm;  while  t^hose  upon  the  deck,  and  in   the 
dps,  clung  to    the  ropes  and  the  rigging,  with  the  most 
alarming  anticipations.     My  situation  was  peculiarly  danger* 
ous ;  1  saw  several  of  our  ships]  to  windward  dashed  into  a 
gulph  the  most  horrid  and  alarming.    The  darkness   sur- 
rounded them;  we  lost  sight  of  them,  and  whether  they 
were  floating  or  foundering,  it  was  impossible  to  tell.     I 
wert  to  leeward  of  the  topmast  head,  on  the  cross-trees,  but 
anxious  to  see  the  fate  of  the  fleet  in  general,  I  continued 
standing  until  the  storm  struck  our  weather  beam.     At  this 
moment  my  heart  beat  violently,  my  sinful  life  appeared, 
and  I  wished  I  could  pray.     Suddenly  a  verse"  of  a  hymn 
that  I  had  learnt  in  this  Sunday  School,  rushed  into  my  mind, 
and  brought  with  it  such  joy  and  confidence,  that  though  I 
I  was  altogether  destitute  of  religion,  I  grasped  the  top-gallant- 
shrouds  and  halyards,  and  with  tears  of  pleasure  sung, 

"  Ye  fearfol  saints  fresh  courage  take, 
The  dottda  ye  so  much  dread 
Are  big  with  mercy,  and  shall  break 
In  blessing!  on  your  head." 

My  heart  was'quite  cheered — the  tempest  burst— the  ship 
healed  to  port,  so  that  I  thought  she  would  never  righten 
again ;  but  she  mounted  over  the  weather  wave.  She  arose 
and  sunk— arose  and  sunk,  as  the  tremendous  billows  came 
down  upon  the  weather  beam ;  and  though  almost  filled  with 
waves,  she  held  on,  and  beat  through  them  until  the  tempest 
had  gone  by.  The  thunder  sounded  afar  off— the  water  be- 
came smooth,  and  the  horizon  cleared  away  to  broad  day- 
light again.  The  bawling,-  shouting,  shrieking,  and  cracking 
of  our  ship  had  ceased;  and  the  crew,  drenched  with  rain 
jmd  sea  water,  moved  off  to  their  several  stations.  The  reefs 
were  shaken  out,  and  I  jumped  from  the  cross-tree,  loosed 
the  fore-topgallant-sail,  went  up  with  the  yard  as  the  men  bo- 
low  hoisted  it;  and  from  the  top-gallant-mast  head  I  now 
beheld  the  effects  of  the  hurricane.  The  fleet  were  again  all 
in  sigtft,  1  counted  them,  and  hailed  the  quarter-deck,  Crying 
but,  "The  fleet  all  safe—not  one  lost. n  But  the' sea  Wis 
covered  with  the  fragments  of  rnasts  and  yards,  tbm  from 
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the  ships,  when  the  clouds  burst  upon  us.  |  had  expected 
every  moment  the  topmast  and  myself  would  have  gone 
over  the  side,  but  I  escaped,  and  I  felt  a  glow  of  sudden 
gratitude  for  my  deliverance,  and  the  hymn  that  wafted 
me  from  the  Bay  of  Biscay  to  Surrey  Chapel,  and  the  Sunday 
School  now  before  me.  > 


SABBATH  BREAKING. 

x*.  and  hi 


The  recollection  of  his  dangers,  and  his  merciful  deliver- 
ances, produced  a  pleasing  now  of  gratitude  in  the  soul  of 
Marinus,  and  he  silently  adored  that  God  who  had  fed  an  I 
preserved  him  all  his  life  long,  unto  this  day.  From  the  Sun- 
day School,  his  mind  naturally  reverted  to  the  period  in  his 
life,  when,  having  quitted  that  establishment,  he  resided  as 
shop-boy  in  the  house  of  a  Bookseller.  "  Here,**  said  he 
»'  the  fatal  career  of  my  life  more  particularly  began  in  Sab- 
bath Breaking.  One  master  with  whom  I  lived,  was  a  strange 
compound  of  every  thing  that  was  pleasing  and  disgusting, 
moral  and  immoral.  Externally  he  was  reputable,  but  pri- 
vately he  was  a  monster  of  iniquity.  He  still  lives.  May 
divine  grace  yet  have  compassion  on  him.  May  his  aged 
heart  be  touched  and  broken  by  Almighty  Power;  that  the 
cries  of  an  awakened  Penitent  may  yet  issue  from  his  guilty 
breast.  He  did  me  irreparable  injury  by  his  precepts  and 
example;  and  had  we  both  met  in  the  bottomless  pit,  the 
sight  of  one  whom  he  had  contributed  all  in  his  power  to 
ruin,  must  have  aggravated  his  torments  in  a  ten-fold  de- 
gree, where  there  is  weeping,  and  wailing,  and  gnashing  of 
teeth.  This  wicked  man  would  sometimes  take  me  to  a 
place  of  worship  on  a  Sabbath  morning,  and  on  his  return 
amuse  me  with  a  Sunday  newspaper,  saying,  this  was  per- 
fectly correct  and  moral.  From  the  newspaper  he  would,  aft 
times,  conduct  me  to  some  inn  or  tavern,  where  the  remain- 
der of  the  day  was  spent  in  excessive  drinking  .and  discos* 
sing  trade  and  politics.  .Many  times  have  I  known  him  take 
the  money  he  had  collected  on  the  Saturday,  to  pay  l?ilia 
due  on  ibe  Monday,  and  expend  it  thus,  with  other  unprin- 
cipled tradesmen,  in  Sunday  carousing*.  Such  conduct  na- 
turally brought  him  at  last  to  ruin  and  a  prison,  torn  which 
he  very  narrowly  escaped  the  most  fatal  consequence* 
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During  this  time,  I  frequently  attended  this  Chapel,  and 
indeed  never  felt  so  much  pleased  in  any  other.  My  educa- 
tion in  the  Sunday  School  had  protjucea  'a  strong  attachment 
to  this  place,  wliich  never  h*s,  and  I  believe  never  will,  be 
removed. 

. .  I  had  formed  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  two  brother* 
at  the  Sunday  School,  and  we  generally  met  in  the  chape' 
on  the  Sabbath  morning,  and  after  service  made  our  arrange- 
ments for  the  remainder  of  the  day,  which  was  invariably 
spent  in,  some  country  walk,  or  tea  gardens,  or  sabbath- 
breaking  company.  How  vast  and  incalculable  are  the  evils 
of  bad  masters  and  wicked  companions !  Unhappily  for  me 
I  fell  into  such  hands  from  my  earliest  days,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  care  and  attention  of  my  beloved  parents :  and  as 
I  loved  their  ways  too  well  to  feel  alarmed  at  them,  I  was 
nqt  disposed  to  remove  the  veil  that  discovered  their  dark 
proceedings, ,  -and  discover  to  an  anxious  mother,  all  the 
tricks,  the  artifices,  the  sloth,  and  the  practices  of  the  most 
depraved  London  youths  and  London  masters,  at  a  time  when 
there  were  no  Bible  Tract  and  Missionary  Societies  to  arrest 
.  the  progress  of  evil,  and  employ  the  energies  of  young  per- 
sons springing  into  life  with  all  the  ardor  of  enterprising 
spirits,  and  all  the  vigor  of  mind  easily  Accommodated  to 
the  pursuit  of  good  or  evil.  How  much  substantial  and 
lasting  benefit  to  Sunday  School  Children,  might  arise  from 
the  kind  enquiries  and  religious  attention,  of  their  teachers 
after  they  have  left  the  school,  particularly  in  such  a  place 
as  London.*  The  want  of  this  I  shall  regret  to  .the  latest 
moment  of  my  life;  but  Sunday  School  "management  was 
not  understood  then  as  it  is  now.  I  would  fain  hope  ?nd 
believe,  that  children  at  present  are  more  an  object-of  soliei-, 
tude  and  care ;  the  teacher  to  be  essentially  useful,  must 
possess  Divine  Grace  in  his  own  soul,  and  manifest  the  spirit 
and  conduct  of  Christ  Jesus  in  his  life,  and  particularly  in 
his  benevolent  attentions  to  the  rising  race. 

'  ♦  The  S*dckport  S  mi  (lav  .School,  (one  of  the  largest  and  best  c©»- 
,  dncted  e»tablt*hmf  ntft  in  the  kingdom)  ha-*  a  plan  of  this  descrip- 
tion. Books  arc  kept'  of  the  situation  of  all  who  leave  the  School, 
occasional  correspondence  is  inaima  ntd  with  them,  and  their  sab- 
leqnent  progress  diiijr-irtry  watr-hed    as  far  as  practicable. 
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When*  wire  roITd  «lonR,  tod  *  ihrill  piercing  cry 
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The  Cabin-Boy*. 
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A  FEW  months  since  a  vessel  sailed  from  England 
with  a  Captain  whose  habitual  blasphemy,  drunken 
ness,  and  tyrannny,  so  disgusted  the  crew,  that  some 
of  the  most  fatal  consequences  might  have  taken  place, 
but  for  the  sudden  and  alarming  illness  of  their  cruel 
and  depraved  Commander.  The  Mate  took  charge  of- 
the  ship,  and  the  Captain,  greatly  afflicted  in  his  caoin, 
was  left  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  a  hardened  crew 
to  perish.  He  had  continued  nearly  a  week  in  this 
neglected  state,  no  one  venturing  to  visit  him,  when 
the  heart  of  a  poor  boy  on  board  was  touched  with  the 
sufferings  of  this  wicked  man,  and  he  determined,  not- 
withstanding the  opposition  of  the  crew,  to  enter  the 
cabin  and  speak  to  the  Captain.  He  descended  the 
companion  ladder,  and  openipg  the  state  room  door, 
called  out,  "  Captain,  how  are  you?"  A  surly  voice 
replied,  "  What's  that  to  you  ?  be  off.'*  Thus  re* 
pulsed,  the  bey  went  on  deck;  but  next  mdrnmghe 


determined  to  make  another  attempt,  and  at  the  state- 
room door  cried,  u  Captain,  hope  you  are  better  * 
u  O,  Bob,   I'm   very  bad ;  been   very  ill  all  night." 
The  boy,  encouraged  with  this  mild  answer,  drew 
nigh  the  bed-place,  and  said,  '-  Captain,  please  to  let 
me  wash  your  hands  and  face ;    it  will  refresh   you 
very  much."     The  Captain  nodded  assent.     Having 
performed  this  kind  office,  the  boy   said,  "  Please, 
master,  let  me  shave  you."    He  was  permitted  to  do 
this  also,  and  having  adjusted  the  bed-clothes,   he 
grew  bolder,  and  proposed  •<  some  tea."   '  The  Cap- 
tain had  been  a  desperate  and  wicked  map  beyond 
many,   and  as  he  knew  he  had  no  mercy  to  expect 
from  his  crew,  so  he  was  determined  not  to  solicit  any. 
"  I'll  perish,  said  his  obstinate  perverse  soul,   rather 
than  ask  one  favour  of  them."     But  the  unsolicited 
and  undeserved  kindness  of  this  poor  boy  found  its 
way  to  the  heart  of  this  violent  man ;  and,  in  spite  of 
all  his  daring  independent  spirit,  his  bowels  melted, 
and  his  iron  face  displayed  the  starting  tear,  while 
his  soul  involuntarily  sighed,  "  O  brotherly  Irindness, 
in  the  hour  of  need,  though  issuing  from  a  stripling, . 
how  amiable  thou  art!"     How  many  ways  the  Al- 
mighty has  of  gaining  access  to  the  hearts  of  his  stub- 
born and  rebellious  creatures !     A  little  captive  maid 
directs  the  leprous  Naaman,    and  a  meniel .  servant 
mildly  subdues  the  haughty  General  into  compliance 
with  the  Prophets  orders.  \  See  1.1.  Kings,  chap.  v. 
The  Captain  soon  felt  the  good  effects  of  the  boy's 
attendance,  and  therefore  penhitted  him  to  do  what 
he  please*1  *n  future,  for  the  alleviation  of  his  pains. 


or  the  restoration  of  his  health.  The  Captain  now 
declined  apace:  his  weakness  was  daily  increasing, 
and  he  became  gradually  convinced  that  he  should 
not  live  many  weeks  at  farthest  His  mind  was  filled 
widi  increasing  terror,  as  the  prospect  of  death  and 
eternity  drew  nearer  to  his  cpnfused  and  agitated 
view.  He  was  as  ignorant,  as  he  was  wicked.  Brought 
up  among  the  worst  of  seamen  in  early  Ufe,  he  had 
imbibed  all  their '  principles,  followed  their  practices, 
and  despised  remonstrance  or  reproof.  A  man-of-war 
had  finished  his  education ;  and  a  long  course  of  suc- 
cessful voyages,  as  master  of  a  vessel,  had  contributed  • 
to  harden  his  heart,  and  not  only  to  say  there  is  no 
God,  but  to  act  under  tljat  persuasion.  Alarmed  at 
the  idea  of  death,  and  ignorant  of  the  way  of  salvation, 
with  a  conscience  now  thundering  conviction  to  his 
guilty  soul,  he  cried  one  morning  just  as  Bob  opened 
the  state-room  door,  and  affectionately  enquired, — 
'*  Well,  master,  how  is  it  with  you  this  morning  ?" 
* '  Ah;  Bob,  Tm  very  bad ;  my  body  is  getting  worse 
and  worse, "but  J  should  not  mind  that  so  much,  were 
it  not  for  my  soul.  O,  Bob,  what  shall  I  do?  I'm  a  . 
great  sinner ;  I'm  afraid  I  shall  go  to  hell,  I  deserve 
it.  Alas,  Bob,  I'm  a  lost  man.11  <fe  Oh  no,  master, 
(said  the  boy),  do'nt  be  alarmed.  God  is  merciful, 
and  Fin  sure  you'll  not  be  lost.  He  knows  what  sailors 
are,  and  I  dare  say  he'll  save  you/  "  No,  Bob,  tnt, 
I  cannot  see  the  least  prospect  of.  being  saved.  . .  (), 
what  a  sinner  I  have  been  j  what  will  become  of  me  V9 
His  stony  heart  was  broken,  and  he.  pourecj  cut  his 
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complaints  before  the  boy,  who  strove  all  ha  could  to 

comfort  him,  but  in  vain. 

» 

One  morning  the  boy  just  appeared,  when  the 
Captain  sung  out,  "  O  Bob,  I've  been  thinking  of  a 
tfible.  I  know  there  is  not  one  in  the  cabin;  go  for- 
ward,  and  see  if  you  can  find  one  in  the  mens  chests." 
The  boy  succeeded,  and  the  poor  dying  man  beheld 
him  enter  with  tears  of  joy*  "  Ah,  Bob,  that  will  do, 
that  will  do;  you  must  read  to  me,  and  I  shall  soon 
know  whether  such  a  wicked  man  as  I  am  can  be  savcri, 
and  how  it  is  to  be  done.  Now,  Bob,  sit  down  on  niv 
'  chest,  and  read  to  me  out  of  tliat  blessed  Book."— 
*;  Where  shall  I  read,  master?"  "  I  do  not  know, 
Bob.  I  never  knew  how  to  read  myself;  but  try 
and  pick  out  some  places  that  speak-  about  Sinners 
and  Salvation"  "  Well,  master,  then  I'll  take  the 
New  Testament :  ycfu  and  I  shall  understand  it  better, 
for,  as  my  poor  mother  used  to  say,  there  are  not  so 
many  hard  words  there."  The  boy  read  for  two  hours, 
while  the  Captain,  stretching  his  neck  over  the  side  of 
the  bed-place,  listened  with  Lie  eagerness  of  a  man  on 
the  verge  of  eternity.  Every  word  conveyed  light  to 
his  mind,  and  his  astonished  soul  soon 'beheld  sin  as 
he  had  never  seen  it  before.  The  justice  of  God  in 
his  eternal  ruin  struck  him  with. amazing  force;  and 
though  he  heard  of  a  Saviour,  still  the  great  difficulty 
of  knowing,  how'  he  could  be  saved)  appeared  a  mys- 
tery unfathomable.  He  had  been  ruminating  a  great 
part  of  the  night  on  some  passages  Bob  had  read,  but 
they  enly  served  to  depress  his  spirits,  and  terrify  hk 
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soul.     The  next  morning,  when  the  hoy  entered 'the 

state-room,  he  exclaimed,- "  O  Bob,  I  shall  never  live 

to  reach  the  land.     I  am  dying  very  fast ;  you'll  soon 

have  to  cast  me  overboard,  tuit  all  this  is   nothing— 

my  soul,  my  poor  soql.     Ah,  Bob,  my  dear  lad,  wha* 

will  become  of  my  soul !  O,  I  shall  be  lost  for  ever.*! 

"  No  no,  master,  do'nt  be  alarmed.     I  believe  you 

will  be  saved  yet:  remember  [  read  many  fine  things 

yesterday  about  salvation.'*     "  Bob,  can  you  pray?" 

"  No,  master,  I  never  prayed  in  my  life,  any  more  than 

the  Lord's  Prayer  my  mother  taught  me."     "  O  Bob, 

pray  for  me ;  go  down  on  your  knees,  and   cry  for 

mercy ;   do,  Bob,  there^s  a  good  lad.     God  will  bless 

you  for  it.     O  kneel  down  and    pray  for  your  poor 

wicked   Captain."      The   boy  hesitated,  the   master 

urged,  the  lad  wept,1  the  master  groaned,   "  God  be 

merciful  to  me  a  sinner."     Both  cried  greatly.     "  O 

Bob,  for  God^s  sake  kneel  down  and  pray  for  me." 

Overcome  by  importunity  and  compassion,  the  boy 

fell  on  his  knees,  and  with  heavy  sobs  cried  out,  "  O 

Lord,   have  mercy   on  my  poor  dying  Captain.  ,  O 

Lord,  I'm  a  poor  ignorant  wicked  sailor-boy.     Lord, 

1  do'nt  know  what  to  say.     Lord,  the  Captain  says  I 

must  pray  for  him,  but  I  don't  know  how — I  am  but 

a  child.     I  should  be  glad  to  get  him  tea,  or  do  any 

thing  I  can  for  him  ;  but,  Lprd,,  I  don't  know  hovtf  to 

pray  for  him.     Lord,  have  mercy  pn  him.     He  says 

he  shall  l>e  lost;  Lord,  save  him !     He^says  he  shall 

go  to  hell ;  Lord,  take  him  to  heaven*     He  says  he 

shall  be  with  devils;  O  that  he  may  be  niih  angels. 

Don't  let  him  perish,  O  Lord.     Thou  knowest  I  love 
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him,  and  am  sorry  he's  so  ill.     The  men  won't  come 
near  him,  but  I'll  do  the  best  1  can  for  him  as  long  as 
he  lives;  but  I  can't  save  him.    O  Lord,  pity  my  poor 
Captain ;  see  how  thin  and  how  weak  he  is !     O  com- 
fort his  troubled  mind.     Lord,  I  never  prayed  before 
like  this.     O  help  me,  Lord,  to  pray  for  my  master." 
Rising  front  his*  knees,  he  said,  "  There,  master,  I 
have  done  the  best  I  could  for  you.     Now  cheer  up, 
I  think  you'll  go  to  heaven"     The  Captain  was  too 
much  affected  to  speak.     The  simplicity,   sincerity, 
and  humility  of  the  lad's  prayer  had  sp  much  im- 
pressed his  mind,  that  he  lay  groaning  inwardly  with 
spiritual  anguish^  and  wetting  his  couch  with  his  tears. 
Bob  retired  on  deck,  for  the  scene  had  quite  over- 
come him.     In  the  evening  he  again  read  the  Bible  to 
the  Captain,  whose  soul  appeared  to  receive  every 
word  with  mdiscribable  eagerness.    The  next  morn- 
•  mg,  on  entering  the  state-room,  the  boy  was  struck 
with  the  extraordinary  change  visible  in  his  master's 
features.     That  gloomy  horror,  i^uch  had  so  long 
added  to  the  natural  ferocity   of  his  weather-beaten 
countenance,  was  fled ;  and  while  his  afflictions  had 
wftened  and  more  fully  exhibited  the  various  parts  of 
nis  countenance,  the  circumstances  of  the  past  night 
had  settled  the  whole  arrangement  of  his  features  into 
a  holy,  pleasant,  calm,  and  resigned  state,  that  would 
seem  to  say — 

An  heir  of  grace  can  find 
Gloiy  begun  below. 

Bob  had  scarcely  time  to  notice  with  ajsmile  of 
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v. 

gratulauon  this  pleasing  change*  when,  the  master,  in  a 
low  tone  of  voice,  but  with  great  humility,  began,  "  © 
Bob,  my  dear  lad,  I  have  had  such  a  night!  After 
you  left  nle  I  fell  into  a  sort  of  dose— my  mind  was 
full  of  the  many  blessed  things  you  had  been  reading 
to  me  from  the  precious  bible ;  all  on  a  sudden  I  thought 
I  saw  in  that  corner  of  my  bed-place  Jesus  Christ 
hanging  bleeding  on  his  cross.  Struck  with  the  sight, 
I  arose  and  crawled  to  the  place,  and  casting  myself 
at  his  feet  in  the  greatest  agony  of  soul,  I  cried  out 
for  a  long  time,  like  the  blind  man  you  read  of,— 
"  Jesus,  thou  Son  of  David,  have  mercy  on  me.  At 
length,  I  thought  he  looked  on  me-— yes,  my  dear  lad, 
be  looked  at  your  poor  wicked  Captain—and,  O  Bob, 
what  a  look  it  was— I  shall  never  forget  it — my  blood 
rushed  to  my  heart — my  pulse  beat  high— my  soul 
thrilled  with  agitation,  and,  waiting  for  him  to  speak, 
with'  fear  not  unmixed  with  hope,  I  saw  him  smile. 

0  my  child,  I  saw  him  smile — yes,  and  he  smiled'on 
me— on  mey  Bob.  O  my  dear  boy,  he  smiled  on 
wretched  guilty  me*  Ah,  what  did  I  feel  at  that  mo- 
ment !  my  heart  was  too  full  to  speak :  but  I  waited, 
and  ventured  to  look  up,  when  I  heard  him  say,  hang- 
ing as  he  djfl  on  the  cross,  the  blood  streaming  from 
his  hands  and  feet,  and  side — O  Bob,  what  sounds 
were  these — shall  I  ever  hear  his  beloved  voice  again! 

1  heard  him  say,  in  Hounds  that  angels  cannot  reach, 
*  Son,  be  of  good  clteer;  thy  sine,  which  are  mantfr 
are  all  forgiven  Hue!*  My.  heart  burst  with  joy;  I 
fell  prostrate  at  his  feet ;  I  could  not  utter  a  word, 
but  glory,  glory,  glory !     The  vision  \anished,  I  fell 


;» 

[morning  to  meet  again,  Bob  arose  at  day-light,  and 
opening  the  state  room  door,  saw  his  master  had  risen 
fiotn  his  pillow,  and  crawled  to  the  corner  o£  his  bed- 
place,  where  he  beheld  the  cross.  1 
There  he  appeared  kneeling  down  in  the  attitude  of 
prayer,  his  hands  clasped  and  raised,  ancf  his  body 
leaning  against  the  ship-side.  Hie  bcfy  paused  and 
waited  a  few  moments,  fearful  of  disturbing  his  master. 
At  length  he  called  in  a  sort  of  whisper,  Master :  no 
answer!— Master:  no  reply!  He  ventured  to  creep 
forward  a  little,  and  then  said  Master:  all  was  silent ! 
Again  he  cried  Captain:  silence  reigned !  He  stretched 
out  his  hand,  and  touched  his  leg ;  it  was  cold,  and 
stiff,  and  clammy.  He  called  again  Captain:  he 
raised  his  hand  to  his  shoulder;  he  tenderly  shook  it. 
—The  position  of  the  bod^was  altered;  it  declined 
gently  until  at  rested  on  the  bed;  but  the  spirit  fled 
some  hours  before,  to  be  with  Christ,  which  is  far 
neuer 
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It  is  generally  known  that  front*  Wapping  to  Black* 
wall  the  streets,  lanes,  roads,  and  courts,  are  very  nu- 
merously paraded-by  Sailors.  In  this  neighbourhood 
the  London,  and  the  East  and  West  India  Docks,  are 
situated.  The  seamen  returned  to  England  in  the 
immense  number  of  ships  that  fill  those  docks,  or  pre* 
paring  to  leave  their  country  in  vessels  outward-bound, 
chiefly  reside  in  those  parts.  All  the  alleys  and  low 
places  are  therefore  plentifully  supplied  with  depraved 
females,  and  other  wretched  creatures,  who  fatten  up- 
on the  spoil  of  the  poor  thoughtless  sailor.  Every 
Sabbath-day  the  sailors  fill  the  streets  and  roads  by 
the  river  side,  and  are  easily  allured  to  the  snares  of 
sin  that  are  so  numerously  spread  for  them :  hence 
the  daily  journals  are  frequently  filled  with  accounts 
of  sailors  decoyed  and  plundered  of  all  their  bard- 
earned  store.  It  is  not  likely  that  many  seamen  of 
this  description  will  seek  for  religious  instruction,  or 
that  they  will  enter  places  of  divine  worship,  when 
they  are  immediately,  before  them.  There  are  hap- 
pily some  few  instances  of  this  nature,  and  if  accom- 
modation were  more  generally  provided  for  them  in 
churches  and  chapels,  and  notice  given  to  that  effect, 
such  instances  would  be  more  general.  Some 
friends  to  religious  exertions  have  long  deplored 
the  sad  state  of  seamen  who  are  crowding  back- 
wards and  forward  from  Shadwell  to  Blackwall,  and 
seeing  them  wander  as  sheep  having  no  shepherd,  they 
have  determined  on  adopting  some  most  decisive  me- 
thod of  exciting  attention  and  producing  concern 
among  the  most  abandoned  seamen  for  their  eternal 
interests. 

With  this  view,  they  have  entered  on  the  most  ef- 
ficient plans  for  arresting  the  course  and  fixing  the 
mind  of  the  guilty  sailor,  and  they  have  succeeded  to 
an  extent  beyond  their  most  sanguine  expectations. 

A  brief  view  of  these  plans  will  enable  any  person 
to  comprehend  the  nature  of  exertions  which  "God  has 
so  eminently  blessed.  A  few  friends  of  'seamen  have 
thought  the  command  of  Christ  to  go  forth  and  kindly 


compel  sinners  to  enter  a  place  for  religious  worship 
is  still  a  duty  imperative  on  Iris  followers.  They  have 
also  considered ,  that  no  persons  are  more  capable  of 
attracting  the  notice  and  prevailing  on  the  minds  of 
seamen  than  seamen  themselves  ;  and  as  there  are  now 
a  goodly- number  of  pious  sailors  always  in  the  river 
ready  to  every  good  work,  it  has  been  deemed  neces- 
sary to  find  out  a  way  in  which  they  can  be* most  use- 
fully employed.  ' 

At  Stepney  a  house  has*  been  taken;  the  lower'  part 
of  which  was  a  large  coal-shed,  and  is  now  fitted  up 
for  sailors  prayer  meetings ;  it  is  inhabited  by  the 
leader  of  the  prayer  meetings  nn  the  Lower  Poole  of 
the  Thames;  and  is  called  the  Bethel  Mission-House. 
This' is  the  rendezvous  of  pious  seamen,  and  the  place  < 
where  they  obtain  their  simple  and  frugal  repast  on 
the  Sabbath-day  while  tbey  are  on  the  business  of  the 
mission. 

Here  a  Mariners*  meeting  is  held  every  Sunday 
evening,  at  half-past  seven .  o'clock ;  and  as  there  is> 
no  prayer  meeting  on  the  Thames  on  Wednesday 
evenings,  that  the  Floating  Chapel  may  have  every 
advantage,  a  meeting  is  held  in  the  mission-house,  or 
its  vicinity,  on  that  night 

Early  on  Sabbath  mornings  several  pious  seamen 
come  on  shore  from  their  ships ;  they  assemble. at  the 
Mission- House^  recejve  some  religious  tracts^  and  ar- 
range their  several  routes  for  the. day,  each  entering 
on  the  work  of  a  missionary.  Before  breakfast  they 
frequently  go  round  to  the  houses  of  poor  people,  in- 
viting them  to  the  evening  meetings.  After  this  meal 
they  extend  their  labours,  and  picK  up  what  stragglers 
they  meet  with.  If  a  sermon  is  to  be  preached,  pro* 
fessedly  to  sailors,  in  any  chapel  of  Shadwell  or  Step* 
-ney,  in  the  mornings,  they  usually  crowd  it  with  the 
most  motley,  group  of  sailors  whom  they  have  hunted 
out  of  the  worn  holes  and  corners  of  these  neighbour, 
hoods.  After  dinner  they  prepare  at  the.  Mission- 
House  for  the  lower  roads  towards  'the  East  and  West 
India  Docks,  A  Bethel  Seamen  Society,  embracing 
all  Christian*  denominations,  ♦  having  been  formed^  at 
Poplar  and  Mill- wall  (or  the  Isle  of  Dogs  opposite 


Greenwich),  and  Blackwall,  it  has,  been  agreed  that 
each  chapel  shall  have  afternoon  service  for  seamen 
once  a  month,  alternately,  the  Bethel  Flag  being  ex- 
hibited, outside  the  chapel  to  give  notice  of  it  The 
business7  of  the  afternoon,  therefore,  is  to  gather  up 
sailors  for  this  service.  Leaving  Stepney. early  after 
dinner,  they  skirt  the  fields,  line  the  roads,  enter  the 
streets,,  and.  penetrate  the  haunts  of  seamen,  laying 
hold  of  every  sailor  they  can  meet  with,  and  leading 
:  to  what  they  call  u  a  Sailors  Meeting,"  or  a  meeting 
c  for  sailors  that  will  do  them  good :  thus  they  enter 
the  house  of  God  with  drunkards,  blasphemers,  forni- 
cators* and  itffidels  of  the  very  worst  description*  The 
effect  produced  on  their  minds  by  their  sudden  and 
unexpected  transition  to  a  place  of  worship  is  exceed- 
ingly touching,  and  often  most  powerfully  effective  m 
lha  conversion  of  their  souls  to  God.  .  In  the  chapel, 
where  they  never  intended  to  be,  a  thousand -thoughts 
rush  into  their  minds,  which,  however  unwelcome, 
they  find  it  impossible  to  dismiss.  Some  pious  father, 
or  mother,  or  wife,  or  relative,  starts  up  before  them. 
Some  dangers  of  climate,  storm,  or  shipwreck,  darts 
across  their  disturbed  imaginations.  Some  recent  de- 
bauch with  a  herd  of  the  most  infamous  characters-  in 
•  one  of  the  worst  brothels  now  rushes  forward  with 
swift  condemnation  on  the  guilty  conscience*,  while 

*  Or  some  infamous  appointment  made  with  vile  persons,  as 
'  that  Which  Colonel  Gardner  had  arranged  with  a  lady  St  mid- 
night, when  God  awakened  hhn  to  a  seme  of  his  depraved 
state,  while  he  was  waiting  for  the  expected  meeting. 

Something  of  this  kind  very  recently  occurred.  Alew  pious 
'  sailors  with*  their  leader  were  stationed  at  one  end  of  Rat  cliff 
Highway,  to  pick  up  sailors  for  a  prayer  meeting  in  Shadwell 
Market  Some  were  appointed  as  conductors  ft  hand  the 
sailors  picked  up  from  one  to  another,  and  others  were  sta- 
tioned near  the  door  of  a  dwelling  house  as  receivers.  Each 
one  had  a  few  religious  tracts  in  books  or  sheets.  One  of  the 
most  abandoned  seamen  cried  out, "  Hallo,  here's  fin*  work,  a 
l^rcelof  Jack  Tav»  shipped  in  the  service  of  the  Playhouse, 
uid  lying. in  tiers  along  the  street  with  play  bills  in  their  fists  " 
tip  was  quickly  accosted  and  invited,  to  a  sailor's  meeting. 
"  Whip  me/9  he  cried,  with  most  horrid  oaths,  "  it  I  have  got 
a  skurrii^k  to  jingle  upon  a  church  storte."  «*  Oh,?'  saidibe 
rnvher,  "  111  frank  you ;"  "  Well  then,  come  along  Bobt  hers 
oes,  jjailery  or  pit,  my  boy."    In  this  way  forty  .two 


the  pious  hymns  exchanged  for  the  lustful  songs  he 
!  heard  the 'past;  night — the  holy  and  tranquil  deport- 
t  ment  of  tne  people  contrasted  with  the  boisterous^ 
!  shouts  and  disgusting  indecencies  lately  witnessed— , 
v  the  solemn  prayer  of  the  devout  minister  compared 
:  with  the  horrid  blasphemies  with  which  his  eara  had 
"  recently  been  assailed— and  .the  affecting  detail  of  a 
i  beloved  Saviour's  agonies,  blood-shedding,  and  death  . 
e  in  Gethsamane;  his  resurrection,  intercession,  and 
t  and  love;  his  calls,  invitations,  and  promises,  to 
[  Sailors,  while  it  is  called  to-day — These  wondrous 
:  themes,  connected  with  the  freeness,  the  fullness,  and 
*  the  abundant  encouragements  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ, 
,.  so  surprize,  amaze,  and  melt  the  sun-burnt  and  storm- 
,  beaten  tar,  that  he  labours  in  vain  to  repress  his  feel- 
/  ingsw  His  eyes,  like  the  arid  regions  of  the  south, 
%  are  melted  by  die  terrible  monsoon  of  his  soul.  His 
[i  rock-built  heart  yields  and  breaks  to  the  surging  tem- 
)  pest  of  his  passions.  Tears  rush  forth  in  copious 
f.  streams ;  ana,  totally  unprepared  for  such  an  event, 
he  applies  the  sleeves  and  the  corners  of  his  jacket,  and 
his  coloured  neck  handkerchief,  until  they  are  literalljr 
wetted  through  with  the  briny  flood.  Thus  is  he  soften- 
%  edf  if  not  converted,  and  though  no  dependance  can  be 
nlaced  on  emotions  so  suddenly  raised,  and  perhaps 
as  rapidly  quelled ;  yet  he  will  not  easily  forget  tne. 
scenes  that  occasioned  them,  or  the  violence  of  their 

shocking  characters  were  picked  up,  who  entered  the  house* 
with  unusual  profanity.  Toe  service  instantly  commenced,  as 
many  aa  could,  fell  an  their  knees,  and  the  wicked  sailors  were 
confounded  td  see  blue  jackets  prcstrate  before  God,  and  with 
many  tears  imploring  salvation  for  them.  About  the  middle  of 
the  service  the  above  swearer  who  had  talked  of"  a  skurrick," 
sung  out  while  one  was  in  prayer, "  Well  shipmates,  good  luck 
to  you,  I  must  be  off,"  and  endeavoured  to  press  hjs  way 
through,  but  the  leader  was  standing  on  the  stairs  and  stopped 
aim,  aajing,  "  Hallo,  my  lad,  where  are  you  going?"  Why 
ssid  he,  *  all  this  is  about  Religion,  fr'nt  it  ?"  •'  Yes,  but  you 
mist  not  go,  for  you  may  never  have  such  another  opporttK 
Qtty."  He  then  used  every  possible  argument  to  prevail  on 
him*  But  said  the  sailor,  "  did  I  not  promise  my  shipmates 
4  go  with  then  to  the  Spread  Eagle,  and  1  suppose  we  shall 
he  all  drunk  enough  tonight,  it  wont  do  therefore  for  me  to 
<op  here."  The  good  mau  however  succeeded,  and  he  staid 
the  whole  time  and  was  much  affected* 


\ 
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■  iiipressitm  while  they  lasted.  Lite  the  greatest  storm, 
or  the  utmost  danger  to  which  lie  "was  ever  exposed, 
they  will  leave  those  deeply  engraven  traces  on  his 
mind,  that  he  will  ;  often  insensibly  recur  to  them, 
am!  not  unfrequently  brood  ovei  them  with  a  melan- 
choly sort  of  pleasure.  In  the  stillnes  of  the  mid  watch 
at  sea,  when  far  far  removed  from  land  and  noise, 
while  his  shipmates  are  sleeping  round  him,  lie  will 
silently  stand  at  the  helm,  and  think  of  such  things  as 
these,  until 

"  Busy  medling  tnemory"  «. 

will  revive  them  all  afresh  in  his  mind,  the  start- 
ing tear  shall  hide  the  compass  from  his  view,  and  he 
Hindi  be  ready  to  fall  upon  his  knees  before  the  bin- 
nacle,  and  cry,  "  O  that  it  were  with  me  as  in  months 
past,  when  the  candle  of  religkn  shone  round  about 
me."  And  should  Almighty  Grace  breathe  on  his 
soul  the  heavenly  gales  of  mercy,  he  will,  under  the 
convictions  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  retire  to  his  hammock 
when  his  watch  is  over,  and,  falling  on  his  face,  pa- 
thetically exclaim, 

"  Jesus,  refuge  of  my  soul 

Let  me  to  thy  bosom  fly, 
While  tlir  bMo*s  round  me  roll, 

While  the  tempest  still-is  high.  .* 

Hide  me,  O  my  Saviour  hide, 

.     TDI  the  storm  oflife  is  past; 
Safe  into  the  haven  guide, 

O  receive  my  soul  at  last." 

But  should  not  this  most  desirable  end  be  accom- 
plished, he  will,  in  some  future  storm  or  shipwreck, 
find  this  circumstance  a  savour  of' death  unto  death  to 
him,  so  that  God  will  be  glorified. 

Fromsuch  service,  however,  it  is  certain-many  sea- 
men have  retired  with  the  deepest  "convictions^,  often 
expressing  their  gratitude,  offering  their  future  at- 
tendance through  the  day,  and  continuing,  this  course 
until  they  sailed  for  some  foreign  shore  '■  What  ef- 
fects followed  on  their  departice  from  the  British 
channel  time  will  develope,  but. surely  every^'sailor 
thus  impressed  will  not  prove  like  the  early  cioudw 


morning  dew.  This  is  a  day  when  we  may  safely 
44  expect  great  things,*  if  we  conscientiously,  in  the 
fear  of  God,  •*  attempt  great  things.**  Nor  would  the 
divine  outpourings  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  every  plan 
that  has  been  adopted  for  the  good  of  Bailors  suffer  os 
to  despair.  A  sailor  once  strolled  into  St.  Paul  $ 
Church,  and  accidentally  heard  the  words  read,  "  Pray 
without  ceasing ;"  and  though  he  embarked  careless 
of  their  import  or  authority,  yet  they  proved  instru- 
mental in  his  conversion  many  weeks  afterwards  when 
he  thought  of  them  at  sea,  and  he  subsequently  settled 
on  shore  as  a  most  respectable,  active,  and  useful 
Deafcon  of  a  Christian  Church.  "  The  Lord's  hand 
is-  not  shortened  that  it  cannot  save  ;  his  ear  is  not 
heavy  that  it  cannot  hear."  Already  he  has  heard  the 
prayers  of  seamen  in  behalf  of  their  brethren,  and 
made  his  grace  run  through  their,  tiers,  have  free 
course  in  their  various  sea-ports,  and  be  glorified  in 
their  salvation;  and  we  do  most  assuredly  believe, 
that  He  who  hath  delivered  dcih  deliver,  and  will  de- 
liver. 

"  This,  shall  be  known  when  we  are  dead, 

And  left  on  long  record, 
That  Sailors  yet  unborn,  may  read, 
And  trutt  and  praim  the  Lord." 

Many  seamen  who  have  been  gathered  on  the  Sun- 
day afternoon,  voluntary  attend  at  the  chapel  in  the 
evening,  and  others  accompany  the  Sea  Missionaries 
to  Stepney,  and  meet  with  them  for  prayer  in  the 
evening.  On  their  return  to  Stepney  they  continue 
the  impress  service,  and  stop  each  sailor  they  meet. 
The  Bethel  Mission-House  is  generally  crowded  to 
excess  at  night,  and  several  of  the  neighbours  have 
become  truly  con  Verted  under  the  pfrayers  of  the  sailors, 
and  from  being  the  most  depraved  and  guilty  Sab- 
bath-breakers, are  now  the  most  eager  to  serve  God 
on  that  day,  and  join  in  the  impress  to  pick  up  sailor* 
for  divine  worship  wherever  they  can  meet  them ;  so 
-that  looking  round  on  some  who  once  professed  seal 
and  boldness  for  the  cause  of  Christ,  but  have 
settled  down  at  ease  in  fcion,  it  may  be  truly 
said,  "  the  last  have  become  first,  a^nd  the  .first  lest/' 
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How  strange  that  Jehovah  should  raise  up  sailors,  who 
have  been  so  long  neglected  by  the  religious  worli, 
and  make  them  instrumental  in  the .  conversion  of 
landsmen,  and  the  quickenings  of  the  church  of  Christ 
on  shore,  so  that  by  tlteir  zeal  fliey  shame  some  and 
pfovdke  many -others  to  go  and  do  likewise.     "  And 

'  Jesus  lifted  up  bis  eyes  to  Heaven,  and  said,  I  thapK 
thee,  O  Father,  that  thou  hast  hid  these , things  from 
the  wise  and  prudent,  and  revealed  them  unto  babes ; 
even  so,  Father,  for  it  seemed  good  in  thy  sight.1' 
Kind  and  gracious  Saviour,  we  thank  thee  tnat  thou 
hast  not  forgotten  thine  ancient,  thine  early  compa- 
nions, the  seamen.  Thou  dost,  from  the  height  of  thy 
throne,  as  the  high  and  lofty  one  who  whabiteth 
Eternity,  look  down  still  upon  poor  saijcfrs  with  pity 
and  with  love.    Thou  hast  still,  by  the  banks  of  the 

(  sea,  thy  John's,  and  Andrew's,  and  Peter's,  and 
Thomas's,  whom  thou  art  determined  to  make  fishers 
of  men.  Lord,  teach- them  how  to*  cast  the  net; 
Lord,  tell  them  where  to  fish ;  Lord,  attend  their  lar 
bours  with  success ;  and,  O  Lord,  dispel  their  fears, 
and  encourage,  their  hearts,  by  saying  unto  them, 
"  Fear  not ;  ye  shall  henceforth  catch  men" 

Another  object  of  this  Stepney  mission  has  been  to 
extend  its  influence  to  Wappmg-wall  and  its  vicinity. 
A  pious  man  lives  here  in  a  large  public- house,  who 
•  declines  business  on  the  Lord's  day.  The  largest 
rooms  in  this  house  have  been  opened  for  a  Sailors 
Prayer  Meeting  on  Sabbath  evenings.  To  pro- 
cure hands  for  this  place,  the  Sea-missionaries  enter 
on  the  impress  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word.  One 
party  takes  a  street,  another  does  the  same;,  they 
form  a  regular  line  of  communication  to  the  house 
where  the  Bethel  flag  is  hoisted ;  there  some  are  sta- 
tioned to  arrange  the  crowd  as  they  enter.  The  men 
in  the  advance,  as  they  pick  up  the  careless  sailor, 
march  him  along  in  a  smiling  friendly  way  to  the  neat 
link  of  the  chain,  and  thus  they  are  passed  on  until 
they  reach  the  house,  when  they  are  urged  forward, 
and  placed  at  the  head  of  the  room,  that  they  may 
not  prematurely  escape  if  they  feel  disposed,  b\  the 
entrance  about  the  door  soon  becomes  blocked  up 
when  the  service  begins. 


Each  party  6n  the  impress  is  provided  with  religions 
tracts,  and  they  always  present  one  first  to  a  strange 
sailor,  and  in  the  kindest  way  invite  him  to  attend  a 
Meeting  for  sailors  at  a  public-house  near  hand.    The 
sailor  generally  complies.     Sometimes  in  a  kind  and 
affable  way  they  lay  hold  of  the  jacket  or  the  arm  of 
the  hesitating  sailor,  and  gently  urge  him  onward ; 
such,  it  is  presumed,  was  the  idea  our  Lord  had  when 
he  said  "  compel"  them  to  come  in,  not  by  violence 
or  persecution,  but  by  mild  and  gentle  persuasion,  for 
the  everlasting  welfare  of  their  precious  souls.    A  con* 
stable  lately  came  up,  and  swearing  said,  "  What  are 
you  going  to  do  with  these  men  ?"     A  pious  sailor  put 
"  the  Swearer's  Prayer,1"  a  religious  tract*  in  his  hand; 
he  looked  at  it,  felt  confounded,  and  quietly  walked 
off  to  a  public-house.    One  Sunday  evening  a  gentle- 
man of  the  neighbourhood  had  watched  these  proceed* 
ings  for  a  considerable  time,  and  not  knowing  what  to 
make  of  them,  he  fancied  it  was-  the  evening  service, 
and  resolved  to  interfere  and  protect  the  sailors  who 
were  then  impressed  by  their  zealous  brethren;  be 
crossed  the  street,  and  approaching  a  person  who  was 
leading  a  sailor  along,  he  said,  "  Sir,  I  insist  upon 
knowing  what  you  mean  to  do  with  these  men ;  we 
live  in  a  free  country,  and  no  man  has  a  right  to  be 
forced  any  where  against  his  will ;  the  war  is  over,  and 
as  we  are  all  at  peace,  men  are  not  wanted  for  the  navy, 
and  1  must  insist  on  knowing  what  you  mean  to  ao 
with  them."    The  good  man  instantly  replied,  "  Sir, 
there  is  an  everlasting  war  proclaimed  against  the 
kingdom  of  darkness,  and  we  are  on  the  impress  ser- 
vice for  the  king  of  kings ;  we  are  commanded  by  him 
to  go  out  into  the  highways,  and  lanes  of  the  city,  and 
compel  poor  sinners  to  come  in,  that  they  may  be 
saved."    He  then  entered  into  the  fullest  explanation 
of  their  objects,  their  proceedings,  and  the  blessings  of 
God  that  bad  followed  the  exertiohs  hitherto  made. 
The  gentleman  wa$,  perfecdy  astonished     c<  Well,*' 
aaid  he,  '<  /  have  lived  here  many  years,  and  seen  a 
great  deal  of  the  wickedness  of  sailors,  but /never  Jiad 
on  idea  of  such  a  mctiiod  to  reform  them ;  weUfUod 
bless  you,  go  on." 
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Sometimes  the  sailors  are  surrounded  or  accom- 
panied by  bad  women ;  heic  the  pious  men  endeavour, 
u  possible,  to  draw  them  off  from  the  latter,  and  very 
often  succeed,  so  that  the  sailor,  who  was  going  10  a 
most  infamous  t>rothel,  finds  himself  suddenly  trans- 
ported to  a  sailors  prayer  meeting.  At  other  tiroes  $ 
the  women  cleave  to  them,  the  good  men  then  give  ' 
each  girl  a  religious  tract,  and  invite  her  to  attend  also, 
and  sometimes  they  have  walked  in  company  with  the 
sailors  they  hud  picked  up  for  flieir  purposes,  and 
staid  the  whole  time  with  great  seriousness*  When 
the  time  to  commence  service  arrives,  all  the  different 
parties  fall  in  from  the  streets  and  lanes,  and  the  ser~ 
k  **ce  begins  by  those  very  men  who  have  been  labour- 
ing on  the  religious  impress.  They  consist  of  cap- 
tains, mates,  and  seamen,  and  they  give .  out  hymns 
and  pray  alternately  in  an  extemporary  manner  with 
great  fervtiir,  affection,  and  zeal,  for  the  salvation  of 
theft:  brothei  sailors  whom  they  have  now  pressed  to 
serve  the  Lord  Christ.  Ten  or  twelve  persons  usually 
engage  hi  prayev,  and  the  service  closes  with  a  hearty 
shake  of  tire  hand,  and  an  invitation  to  attend  on  board 
the  ships  at  the  week  evening  meetings. 

The  greatest  good  has  already  resulted  from  this 
plan  of  itinerating ;  a  \d  though  our  good  sea  mis- 
sionaries have  met  again  at  the  mission-house  prior  to 
boarding  their  ships  for  the  night,  and  have  expressed 
themselves  exhausted  beyond  measure  with  the  fa- 
tigues of  the  day,  yet  they  have  rejoiced  at  the  fruit 
of  their  labours  with  joy  unspeakable,  and  full  of  glory. 

Deeply  impressed  with  a  conviction  of  the  great  im- 
'  portance  of  those  efforts,  a  few  friends  to  jtne  cause 
felt  desirous  that  a  society  should  be  formed  to  em- 
body all  those  exertions,  and  provide  means  for  the 
support  of  this  good  work.  For  this  purpose  the  large 
and  respectable  coom  belonging  to  Mr.  FRcbr  and 
used  by  him  for  his  academy,  near  Stepney  church, 
was  hired,,  and  the  meeting  was  publicly  announced. 
On  Friday  evening,  September  28th,  the  chair  was 

ken  at  sixVclock  by  the  Rev.  Gk  C.  Smith  of  Pen* 

mce,  and ,  minister  from  Falmoulfi,  ear 

iged  in  prayer,  ' 


Captain  Wilkins,  and  Cuthbert  Ward,  a  seamen 
stated  some  particulars  of  tlje  sailors'  meetings.  The 
Rev.  Mi.  Upton,  jun.  of  the  Baptist  meeting  at  Pop- 
lar, and  the  Rev.  G.  G.  Scraggs  of  Uuion  Gbapel, 
then  gave  tneir  most  hearty  concurrence  to  the  objct 
-of  the  meeting,  and  delivered  a  most  interesting.and 
affecting  testimony  lo  the  exertions  of  the  pious  sea- 
men from  what  they  had  seen  in  their  own  chapels. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  M'Ail  followed  in  the  same  strain,  add 
concluded  with  this  beautiful  and  impressing  anecdote. 

A  MILITARY  OFFICER 

being  in  a  dreadful  storm,  his  lady,  who  was  sitting 
in  the  cabin  near  him,  and  filled  with  alarm  for  the 
safety  of  the  vessel,  was  so  surprised  at  his  composure 
and  serenity,  that  she  cried  out,  "  My  dear,  are  you 
not  afraid  ?  How  is  it  possible  you  can  be  so  calm  in 
such  a  storm  ?"  He  arose  from  a  chair  lashed  (o  the 
•deok,  and,  supporting  himself  by  a  pillow  of  a  bed- 
place,  he  drew  his  sword,  and,  pointing  to  the  breast 
of  his  wife,  he  exclaimed,  "  Are  you  not  afraid  ?" 
She  instantly  replied,  "  No,  certainly  not,"  u  Why  ?" 
said  the  officer.  "  Because,"  rejoined  his  lady,  "  I 
know  the  sword  is  in  the  hand  of  my  husband,  and  he 
loves  me  too  well  to  hurt  me."  "  Then,"  said  he, 
**  remember  I  know  in  whom  I  have  believed,. ami 
that  he  holds  the  winds  in  his  fist,  and  the  watcf  in 
the  hollow  of  his  hands." 

Captain  Stephenson,  from  Rio  Janeiro,  declared  his 
firm  conviction  of  the  importance  of  this  work,  and  re/ 
lated  his  exertions  with  a  Bethel  flag  at  Rio. 

The  Rev.  Messrs.  Lockytr  of  Sha,d well,  and  Grant 
of  Lambeth,  added  their  zealous  advocacy  of  the 
cause;  and  Mr.  T.  Phillips,  Secretary  of  the  parent 
society,  from  his  long  and  intimate  acquaintance  with 
this  division  of  the  work  among  seamen,  powerfully 
urged  all  possible  co-operation  to  accelerate  its  pro* 
gress  and  ensure  increasing  success.  Cordial  thanks 
were  then  voted  to  Mr.  Z.  Rogers,  the  leader  of  the 
meetings,  and  his  valuable  coadjutors ;  and  the  So* 
ciety  was  organized  in  the  following  manner. 
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THE  NAME. 
The  Stepney  and  Wapping  Bethel  Mission  Society. 

THE  OBJECTS^ 

I.  To  rent  the  Mission  House  at  Stepney  for  the  use 
of  Religious.  Meetings,  and  the  accommodation  of 
general  business  connected  with  the  Institution. 

II. To  defray  the  incidental  expences  of  the  Mission, 
particularly  during  the  Sabbath,  when  pious  seamen 
are  so  variously  and  usefully  employed,  in  conducting 
their  thoughtless  brethren  to  places  of  divine  worship. 

III.  To  provide  for  their  occasional  wateridge,  and 

procure  Bethel  Flags  and  Lanterns,  and  such  things  as 

may  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Mission  on  shore, 

1  or  the  meeting  in  the  Dower  Pool  among  the  shipping  on 

j  Monday,  Tuesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday  nights. 

17.  To  obtain  Religious  Tracts  most  adapted  for 
circulation  among  seamen. 

V.  To.asssist  any  boarding  houses  th  t  are  or  may 
be  provided  by  the  Stamen's  Friend  Society,  for  the 
security  of  the  property  9  health,  and  morals  of  sailors, 
wjien  they  arrive  home  from  foreign  voyages. 

THE  COMMITTEE. 
The  Rev.  G.  C.  Smith,     j       Capt.  A.  Willing, 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Lockyer, 


Mr.  Jos.  Bulfell, 
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My  Captain  sounds  th*  alarm  of  war, 
Awake,  the  powers  of  Hell  are  near; 
To  arms — To  arms — I  hear  him  cry, 
*Tis  yours  to  conquer,  or  to  die. 

Rous'd  by  the  animating  sound, 
I  east  my  eager  eyes  around; 
Make  haste  to  gird  my  armour  on, 

And  bid  each  trembling  fear  begone. 

» 

Hope  is  my  helmet,  Faith  my  shield, 
Thy  word,  my  God,  the  sword  I  wield, 
With  sacred*  truth  my  loins  are  girt, 
And  holy  zeal  inspires  my  heart. 

Thus  jarm'd,  I  venture  on  the  fight, 
Resolved  to  put  my  foes  to  flight ; 
While  Jesuis  kindly  deigns  to  spread 
His  oonqu'ring  banner  cTer  my  head. 

In  him  I  hope ;  in  him  I  trust ; 
His  bleeding  Cross  is  all  my  boast : 
Thro1  troops  of  foes  hell  lead  me  on 
To  victory,  and  the  victor's  crown. 

Hymn  303,  Dr.  Rippon's  Selection* 
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ROYAL  BARRACKS.    ] 

Eaxt.y  in  October  the  Rev.  G.  C.  Smith  having 
been  preaching  to  a  very  large  congregation  on  the 
Sabbath  morning,  a  young  man,  formerly  of  Penzance, 
came  to  him,  and  said,    "  Sir !  will  you  please  to 
come  down  to  Knights*bridge  and  preach  to  the  Life 
Guards  ?*     Surprised  at  an  invitation  so  very  unex- 
pected, he  «aid,  u  Do  they  really  wish  it  ?n    "  Ye3, 
Sir ;  a  few  pious  men  among  them  have  preaching  in 
a  room  tiettr  the  barracks  once  a  week,  and  a  prayer 
meeting   evety    Friday   evening;    but   if  you  can 
come  on  Frioty»  they  will  put  off  the  prayer  meet- 
ing, aad  invite  their  comrades  to  attend.9'    At  this 
moment  a  very  tail  man  approached  in  plain  clothes, 
who  proved  to  be  one  of  the  Life  Guards,  and  with 
great  modesty  and  humility  he  said,  "  Sir,  we  shall 
feel  much  obliged  if  you  can   come  down  to  us.* 
"  Well,  my  friend,  is  it  true  that  some  of  you  among 
the  life  Guatds  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ?"  "  Yes, 
Sir,  i  hope  we  do,  and  I  think  it  would  enliven  us  all 
if  you  would  please  to  come  down  among  us.n  "  Well, 
I  am  truly  rejoiced  to  hear  that  religion  has  found  its 
way  into  your  barracks  at  Knights-bridge,  and  I  will 
certainly  think  of  it,  and  if  possible  endeavour  to  meet 
your  wishes." 

For  some  days  after  this  interview  it  was  a  subject 
of  much  -conversation,  every  one  appearing  much  sur- 
prised that  divine  grace  should  have  taken  possession 
of  "Caesars  household,"  and  that  some  among  the  king's 
body  guard  should  not  be  ashamed  of  the  cross  of 
Jesns,  Mr  D.  Cox  having  been  deputed  to  vint  the 
barracks,  and  ascertain  some  farther  particulars  re- 
specting this  buriftess,  he  returned  with  a  most  pleasing 
account,  fawing  met  with  P— ,  the  teH  man  who  had 
spoken  to  Mr.  8-*-,  and  settled  with  htm  that  the  fet- 
ter ehouU  preach  «*  Friday  jevenmg  next  Ort  Bab- 
hath  morning  P —  again  met  Mr.  S  — ,  where  he  was 


preaching  at  St.  Giles's,  and  said  he  had  been  making 
application  for  a  floor-cloth  manufactory,  and  hoped 
he  should  obtain  it  for  the  sermon*  He  was. exceed- 
ingly anxious  that  Air.  S.  should  come  down,  as  be 
hoptfd  his  comrades  would  be  greatly  benefited  by  this 
service.  He  intimated,  at  the  same  time,  that  some 
others  of  his  -friends  would  have  been  there,  but  a  re 
cent  affair  rendered  it  necessary  to  be  cautious  and 
avoid  producing  irritation.  On  the  Friday  following 
the  Rev.  A.  Brown,  and  Mr.  S— ,  with  a  few  friends, 
attended  at  Knights-bridge,  and  P-—, presented  to 
him  a  bill  which  the 'soldiers  had  had  printed,  an- 
nouncing die  service  to  be  at  Trevor  Chapel,  Bromp- 
ton,  which  they  had  obtained  for  this  occasion  through 
the  kindness  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morrison  and  his  friends. 
This  bill  they  had  taken  nound  to  all  their  officers, 
and  generally  through  the  stables  of  the  barracks. 

It  appears  that  P — ,,  having  for  some  time  enjoyed 
tlie  power  of  Almighty  Grace  in  his  own  soul,  was 
anxious  to  make  it  Known  to  others  of  the  regiment, 
and  enlist  his  thoughtless  comrades  in  the  service  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  He  endured  for  some  time 
the  greatest  difficulties,  but  at  length  the  stout-hearted 

gave  way,  and  a  few  joined  him  in  his  pious  march  to 
eavenly  joys ;  one  or  two  from  the  foot  guards,  in 
the  neighbouring  barracks,  being  also  serious,  they  at 
length  formed  themselves  into  a  class,  of  which  P —  is 
the  leader.  The  soldiers  and  their  wives  who  thus  as- 
semble for  mutual  edification  and  comfort  are  about 
thirteen  in  number.  P —  has  a  room  without  the  bar- 
racks, in  which  they  meet  every  every  Tuesday  and 
Friday,  at  eight  o'clock,  as  the  men  cannot  leave  the 
stables  until  that  time.  From  eight  to  ten  they  are  at 
liberty.  A  very  interesting  conversation  followed  this 
information,  and  some  of  the  band  attended  with  their 
musical  instruments,  offering  to  play  the  hymn  tunes 
during  the  service,  as  they  understood  the  psalmody. 
The  objections  of  some  gentlemen,  however,  prevented 
this ;  it  was,  nevertheless,  a  mark  of  kindness  on  their 
part*  .Trevor  Chapel  is. within  five  minutes  ;ws4k*ft°fl> 
the  barracks,  and  Lieut  A —  was  actively  ei 
as  the  paen  came  out,  in  pressing  them  to  wi ' 


*HMe<of  Ged«'.  Mr.  Brown  prayed,  and  Mr.  Striith' 
trebdhed  from  1  Tim.'i.  u  but  t  obtained  mercy* 
^be  scene  was  uncommonly  interesting ;  about  sixty 
>f  tbe  'horse  guards  appeared  in  the  gallery,  and, 
hough  hi  their  usual  stable  dress,  there  was  such  a 
nanly  noble  demeanour  about  them  that  every  one 
was  struck  with  it-  Mr.  S —  was  much  affected  in 
preaching,  and  many  of  the  soldiers  wept.  He  felt  so 
much  gratified  with  the  scene,  that  he  announced 
preaching  again  to  the  soldiers  on  the  Monday  follow- 
ing. He  went,  with  a  few  religious  friends,  to  P— • *s 
room  at  seven  o'clock,  when  a  prayer  meeting  Was  held 
until  eight.  It  was  the  first  time  they  had  ever  seen  a 
life  guardsman  on  his  knees ;  there  was  a  beautiful 
simplicity,  and  an  affecting  energy,  about  their  humble 
petitions,  that  melted  every  heart ;  and  this  season  was 
found  au  excellent  preparative  fur  the  public  service 
of  the  .sanctuary.     At  eight  o'clock  the  gallery  was 

Sain  partly  filled  with  soldiers,  and  Mr.  S —  preach- 
,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wardlaw  from  Glasgow,  Henry  from 
Leith,  and  another  minister  from  Greenock,  being 
present. 

The  wiiole  address  -was  to  soldiers,  and  every  matt 
listened  to  it  with  the  most  respectful  attention.  Many 
•were  in  tears  at  the  deep  concern   the  preacher  de- 
clared he  felt  fur  their  salvation.     Several  anecdotes 
were  introduced  in  which  Mr.  S —  was  personally  con- 
cerned, during -his  association  with  the  army  on  the 
peninsula  for  three  months  before  Varis  surrendered 
the  first  time.     The  mind  of  Mr.  5 —  was  so  thorough-^ 
ly  convinced  now  that  this  work  was  of  God,  that  he 
considered  it  an  imperative  duty  to  sacrifice  some  other 
important  engagements,  and  embrace  an  early  oppor- 
tunity of  addressing  the  soldiers  again.     He  was  well 
aware  of  theJate  unhappy,  circumstance  at  Cumber- 
land Gate,  and  the  violent  conflict  of  parties  on  this 
subject,  bat, as  a  Christian  miuister  he  felt  it  was  not 
his  duty  to  interfere  in  any  way  concerning  it.     He 
therefore  studiously  and  carefully  avoided  any  allusion 
to  this  calamity  in  preaching,  or  any  hint  that  would 
tftem  to  bear  upon  it  in  conversation  with  the  guards. 

Having  discovered  a  handful  of  immortal  souls  in  a 


regiment  of  soldiers  in  the  same  manner  as  he  had  hap- 
rwly  been  introduced  to  a  few  praying  sailors,  he  can- 
aclered.  a  new  field  of  usefulness  was  now  opened  be* 
-^re  him  by  the  providence  of  God,  and  it  was  his 
duty  to  attend  to  its  cultivation  in  the  spirit  of  his  Di- 
vine Master,  setting  aside  political  opinions  and  furious 
contentions.     One  circumstance  stood  connected  with 
this  pleasing  exhibition  of  divine  grace  that  rendered 
it  the  more  memorable.     If  there  are  any  troops  who 
have  more  food  contributed  to  nourish  the  vanity  of 
the  human  heart  than  others,  it  certainly  must  be"  the 
life  guards,  and  who  does  not  know  what  a  tremendous 
barrier  to  the  humility  of  the  gospel  is  the. high  fed 
vanity  of-a  *c  deceitful  and  desperately  wicked  heart/' 
This  appears  in  their  height.     They  are  usually  a 
head  and  shoulder  taller  than  other  men,  and  there  is 
a  masculine  nobleness  in  the  appearance  of  many  of 
them  that  cannot  fail  to  strike  the  beholder  with  ad- 
miration.    Their  dress  is  particularly  fine,  and  rather 
grand,  especially  on  court  days,  or  when  they  accom- 
pany royalty  as  the  household  troops  of  their  sovereign. 
Their  figure  is  made  by  discipline  to  comport  with 
their,  stature  and  their  dress,  so  as  to  cast  a  dignified 
appearance  over  the  whole.     Their  accoutrements,  s> 
the  hetmet,  the  sword,  &c.  all  possess  a  most  imposing 
effect,  and  strike  the  beholder  with  astonishment  ana 
awe.     Their  fiorses,  in  their  height,  their  form,  their 
action,  and  the  furniture  with  which  they  are   capa- 
risoned, greatly  augment  their  apparent  superiority. 
while  every  movement  of  their  discipline  is  adapted 
to  the  state  pageantry  of  a  palace,  and  the  gaudy  splen- 
dour of  a  body  guard.     Their  Waterloo  medals,  ele- 
gantly, appended  to  the  left  breast,  gave  to  all  the  pre- 
vious warlike  appearance  a  kind  of  respectability  and 
honour  that  finishes  the  picture,  and  dazzles  the  spec- 
tator unaccustomed  to  such  objects.     Be  it  then  con- 
sidered, that  with  all  those  powerful  excitements  to 
*  human  vanity,  a  few  of  those  men  shall  be  found  oo 
',  their' knees  with  all  the  humility  of  little  children, 
pleading  the  atonement  and  merits  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
'.  ana1, meekly  supplicating  that  "they  may  live  among 
1  their  comrades,  and  before  their  officers,  as  becometi) 
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he  gospel,  and  that  they  may  give  none  occasion  to 

Seak  reproachfully,  adorning  the  doctrine  of  God 
eir  Saviour  in  all  things.  A  work  so  mighty,  so' 
tplendid,  and  so  glorious  as  this,  in  the  history  of 
Christian  triumph,  Almighty  Grace  could  alone  ac- 
complish, and  blessed  be  God  the  work  is  done— and 
not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  saith 
:he  Lord  of  Hosts ;  yes,  the  God  of  Armies  has  bow- 
id  the  troops  of  Britain  by  his  grace,  and  the  King  of - 
Kings  has  subdued  the  body  guard  of  Britain's  mo- 
narch at  his  footstool ;  and  lo !  they  come  bending 
before  him  with  the  prayer  of  the  publican,  the  re- 
pentance of  the  prodigal,  and  the  enquiry  of  Saul,  the 
conquered  giant  of  Pnarasais,  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thou 
have  me  to  do  ?" 

"  Triumph  and  reign,  Eternal  King, 
And  all  thy  foes  in  triumph  bring ; 
All  Anak's  sons  shall  prostrate  fall, 
And  shout  thy  conquests  Lord  of  All." 

As  this  business  now  assumed  an  importance  that  was 
Dot  suspected  in  its  earliest  appearance,  it  was  deemed 
necessary  to  lay  the  particulars  before  the  committee  of 
the  British  &  foreign  Seamens*  Friend  Society  &  Bethel 
Union,  which  had  incorporated  soldiers  in  its  exertions 
wherever  there  was  a  military  depot.  The  committee  re* 
ceived  the  intelligence  with  joy  and  gratitude,  and  se- 
veral gentlemen  determined  to  be  present  at  the  next 
service.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Morrison  having  kindly  lent 
his  chapel  for  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  follow- 
ing Sabbath,  some  bills  were  neatly  printed,  and  Lieut. 
A—,  with  Mr.  D.  C  — ,  undertook  -to  go  all  round 
the  neighljourhood  of  KnigKts-bridge  and  distribute 
them.  This  was  most  actively  and  efficiently  done, 
and  every  soldier  they  could  find  kindly  and  earnestly 
invited  to  attend  Trevor  Chapel  the  next  day.  Suc- 
cess crowned  their  exertions ;  the  gallery  was  well 
filled  with  Blues,  Foot  Guards,  and  Horse  Guards, 
and  the  lower  parts  of  the  chapel  crowded.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that  Lieut.  A, — ,  who  was  now 
running  about  in  all  directions,  and  hastening  the  sol- 
diers to  the  chapel — almost  compelling  them  (as  the 

"•ospel  commands)  to  come  in,  was  formerly  captain 


at 

<Stf  the  imppea  service  for  his  Majesty.    He  was  at 
tlris  tiftse  with  a  heart  overflowing  with  love  to  their 
kwrofltftal  souk,  straining  every  nerve  to  enlist  and 
dven  impress  soldiers  into  the  armies  of  iiis  God  and 
King,  by  whose  grace  he  has  been  made  his  willing 
Servant.     Surely  it  cannot  fail  to  strike  every  one  with 
admiration  at  the  effects  of  this  grace,  when  we  see  a 
lieutenant  of  the  navy,  formerly  master  of  the  impress, 
-and  repeatedly  engaged  in  the  most  tremendous  battles 
in  defence  of  his  king  and  country,  now  as  a  member 
Of  the  Bethel  Union  Committee,  devoting  all  his  ener- 
gies to  the  spiritual  and  eternal  advantage  of  British 
soldiers.     Henry  Ashley,  E3q.  of  the  Lord  Mayor  s 
court,  wjio  occasionally  pveaehes,  having  entered  the 
pulpit,  began  in  prayer ;  and  when  the  soldiers  stood 
up  in  the  gallery  to  sing  the  second  hymn,  it  was  such 
a  sight  as  few,  il  any,  .of  the  congregation  had  ever 
beheld  before.     The  left  gallery  xrom  the  pulpit  *as 
chiefly  filled  with  foot  guards,  but  the  front  and  right 
galleries  were  three  pews  «leep  with  the  horse  guards. 
On  previous  occasions  they  bad  appeared  in  theii 
stable  dress  (a  red  jacket  and  white  trowsers),  but 
this  being  Sunday  they  were  full  dressed.     Intermix- 
ed with  the  .privates  stood ,  several  non-commissioned 
•  officers  with  a  profusion  of  gold  lace,  breasted  with 
-medals.     When  the  eye  wandered  over  the  nobleness 
of  their  mien,  the  taUness  of  their  stature,  and  the 
.  splendour  of  their  dress,  the  mind  perceived  an  over- 
.  whelming  grandeur ;  it  was  impossible  not  to  feel ; 
.  but  when  the  walls  of  thechapef,  the  swelling  notes  of 
the  psalmody,  and  the  peaceful  reverential  attitude  of 
the  soldiets,  reminded  us  that  all  these  imposing  ex- 
.  ternals  were  now  professedly  prostrated  at  the  foot  of 
.  the  cross,  and  that  Britain's  King,  and  Britain's  hosts 
.  were  thus  symbolically  falling  down  by  their  repre- 
sentatives to  worship  the  God  of  all  the  earth — the 
thought,  the  scene,  the  coup  dJaeil  was  solemnly  grand 
beyond  the  power  of  language  to  express.       The 
preacher  cast  his  eye  around  his  auditory  with  amaze- 
wen&9  delight,  and  grief.    Surprised  at  the  combined 
effects  of  the  view  on  his  mind,  overjoyed. at  the  ides 
of  such  listeners  to  gospel  truths,  but  grieved  Jo  think 
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on  the  impotency  of  his  powers,  and  th$  inefficiency 
of  all  he  could  say  to  conquer  and  bring  to  Jesus'  feet 
sudh  hearts  as  these.  Bursting  into  tears,  he  secretly 
cried,  '•  Lord,  what  can  I  do  with  such  Goliahs  as 
are  now  before  me  ?  Strong  in  earthly  power,  cased 
in  loftiest  armour,  and  impervious  to  the  humble  spear 
I  venture  now  to  wield.  Alas !  now  I  know  without 
thee  1  can  do  nothing.  Now  I  feel  my  own  insuffi- 
ciency. Now  I  know  God  "alone  can  open  the  ear  and 
break  the  heart ;  but  I  am  encouraged  to  hope  Di- 
vine Grace  can  do  all  things,  and  I  can  do  all  things 
through  Christ  strengthening  me.  Yonder  I  see 
among  the  crowd  some  trophies  of  Almighty  Power, 
and  1  come  here,  Lord,  in  thy  name,  who  hast  said, 
*  Ijo!  I  am  with  you  always.'  I  will,  therefore,  .ven- 
ture boldly  to  the  fight,  with  my  sling  and  stone, 
knowing  that  the  God  of  Israel  can  prostrate  the 
greatest  champion  of  earth,  and  bring  the  tallest  ce- 
dars to  form  his  footstool/'  The  preacher  has  said 
that  he  never  remembers  to  have  stood  up  with  great- 
er love  to  the  souls  of  men,  or  with  a  deeper  sense  of 
his  own  unworthiness  and  insufficiency,  . 

The  preacher  was  greatly  assisted  to  point  the  sol- 
diers to  the  wound  made  in  the  side  of  Jesus  by  a 
Roman  soldier,  and  the  boldest  sinners  appeared  to  be 
greatly  softened  under  the  power  that  accompanied 
die  word.  He  related  what  ne  had  heard  a  serjeant- 
major,  of  the  sappers  and  miners  at  Chatham,  declare 
in  a  public  meeting  last  week  ;  and  informed  his  hear- 
ers of  the  Soldiers  prayer  meeting  now  held  at  six 
o'clock  every  morning  at  Woolwich  and  Chatham. 
He  referred  also  to  scenes  he  had  -witnessed  on  the 
continent  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  army,  and  to 
some  few  instances  of  piety  he  had  met  with  among 
the  soldiers  there,  one  of  whom  he  had  the  pleasure  to 
see  now  -  present,  who  belonged  to  the  camp  before 
Bayonne,  where  he  li&d  the  happiness,  to  see  that  emi- 
nent good  man  Serjeant  Wood.  Many  highly  re- 
spectable persons  were  present,  and  a  gentleman  de- 
clared, though  he  had  lived  near  the  barracks  for 
many  years,  ne  had  never  heard  of  the  existence  of 

Snuine  piety  among  the  troops  there  until  now.     In 
e  evening  Mr.  S—  preached  from  Psalm  142,  "  No 
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ttan'ttfrect  fof  my  soul."  He  thetfc  after  stating  tie 
Origin,  fall,  recovery,  and  value  of  the  soul,  described 
how  sadly  the  souls  of  our  seamen  and  soldiers  had 
been  neglected.  He  mentioned  what  God  had  done 
by  taking  the  work  into  liis  own  hand  among  sailors, 
and  be  could  not  believe  but  He  was  now  doing  the 
«ame  among  soldiers ;  and  he  could  not  doubt,  but 
the  time '  was  fast  approaching  when  those  eminent 
prophecies  should  be  fulfilled  that  seemed  to  bear  oq 
the  future  glories  of  the  church  in  connection  with  the 
maritime  and  the  military  departments  of  all  nation* 
"  The  abundance  of  the  sea  shall  be  converted  unto 
thee:™  r<<  l  he  forces  of  the  Gentiles  shall  be  brought 
unto  thee."  Isaiah,  60th  chapter,  He=  proved  the 
piety  of  soldiers  in  several  very  striking  cases,  and 
particularly  in  the  following 

REMARKABLE  ANECDOTE. 

A  Serjeant-Major  of  Chatham,  within  the  last  nine 
years,  considers,  that,  as  the  leader/of  a  soldiers  re- 
ligious class,  he  has  had  mote  than  £00  pious  soldiers 
utider  his  care  in  that  period  ;  men  tfuly  converted  lo 
God,  who  are  itow  scattered  in  cfiffifi-ent  parts  of  the 
world.  One  of  them  appears  to  have  been  particularly 
eminent  for  piety,  as  a  letted  from  him,  written  after 
the  battle  of  Algiers,  will  abundantly  ptove. 

Dbar  Brother,  "  Portsmouth,  3rf  Oct  1816. 

"  I  received  your  letter  this  day,  aod  I  am 
happy  to  hear  you  and  my  lriends  are  all  well.  Wbea 
I  read  your  letter  my  soul  waa  all  cm  fire,  and  I  felt 
that  love  which  unites  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  &xl 
together.  When  I  think  of  the  goodness  of  God  lo 
.me  my  eye*  overflow,  and  I  am  constrained  to  weep 
before  God.  Dear  Brother,  I  hope  you  will  excuse 
my  negligence  in  not  writing  to  you -before;  this 
backward  manner  often  makes  me  uneasy  in  my -mind, 
and  gives  reason  to  my.  brethren  to  suspect  my  sin- 
cerity. .  It  is 'unnecessary,  1  think,  to:  relate  to  jou 
the  battle.  I  will  give  you  a  sight  of  the  state  of  my 
mind,  and  a  few  particulars  that -©centred* 

*'  During  the, passage  from  Gibraltar  *o  AWcrB,  I 
feJt  much  love  to  Christ,  more  so  ithen  fafW  I 
hungered  after  a  <wiJJ48gn*6S  to  depart,  this  tife*«d  be 
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kh  Christ  I  prayed  earnestly  that  if  it  pleased 
cxl  to  call,  me  in  this  conflict,  to  give  me  full  assur- 
ice  of  my  acceptance  tbrongh  Christ ;  the  Lord  an- 
/cred  my  prayers;  my  soul  was  cqnfidenUy  bold 
id  composed  to  bis  will  during  the  action*  I  don't 
member  praying  to  be  spared;  but  I  prayed  for 
y  comrades,  many  of  whom  seemed  distressed  about 
le  state  of  their  soul.  The  Lord  spared  them,  but 
ke  the  nine  lepers,  or  worse,  they  have  forgot  his 
xxlness.  When  we  were  going  into  action,  after 
iking  our  stations  (mine  happened  to  be  on  the  main 
eck),  I  went  up>to  the  head  of  the  ship  to  see  the 
>wn  and  the  fleet  coming  into  action  ;  the  manner  in 
hich  the  van  ship  came  into  action  was  highly  ad- 
iir&hle ;  they  anchored  within  fifty  yards  of  the 
lole.  I  felt  tejpiced  at  the  spirit  of  our  fleet  against 
3  formidable  a  place ;  our  ship  anchored  in  the  centre 
f  the  batteries^  the  Are  opened  tremendously,  and 
ur  ship  began  to  suffer  greatly ;  after  three  and  a 
alf  hours  fighting  we  had  seven  guns  on  the  main 
eck  silenced  by  the  enemy's  shot ;  my  cap  was  taken 
ff  with  a  shot/ but  I  thought  nothing  of  it,  knowing 
a  whom  my  trust  was.  I  was  cheerful  and  active, 
nd  determined,  through  the  grace  of  God,  to  act 
nth  honour  to  my  profession  as  a  christian.  I  still 
loped  the  Lord  would  not  let  the  heathen  triumph 
>Yer  us,  and.  I  told  my  gun  mates  not  to  fear,  for  it 
rould  go  well  with  us  yet.  About  .five  o  clock  the 
ommunication  between  the  .main  deck  and  the  ma- 
gazine blew  up,  and  wounded  seventy -five  men  and 
>°ys,  of  whom  very  few  lived  ;  this  time  put  me  in 
nind  of  the  last  day,  and  I  put  my  liands  together)  in 
he  midst  of  the  smoke,  saying. 

*  Jesus,  tb>  blood  and  righteousness 
My  beauty  are,  my  glorious  dress ; 
Midst  flaming  worlds  in  these  arrayed, 
With  joy  shall  I  lift  up  my  head.' 

'  waited  in  this  posture  for  the  ship  to  blow  up,  but 
•he  Lord  preserved  us,  and  the  smoke  cleared  away, 
l^e  went  to  work  again,  determined  to  conquer  or 
I'*.  The  shipping  m  the  Mole  shortly  after  took 
Sr*,  and  it  being  dark  they  illuminated  the  whole 
to*o,  so  that  we  could  see  our  object  as  well  as  in 
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day -light ;  we  had  lanterns  hung  up  in  the  ship  to 
?>how  us  light  to  work  the  guns.  The  enemies  bat- 
teries were  almost;  silence*!,  hut  some  that  were  bomb- 
proof opposite  our  ship.  >Ve  hauled  off  at  half-past 
ten  o'clock,  and  our  ship  was  a,  spectacle  of  horror  in- 
deed between  killed,  wounded,  -and  burned." 

Many  of  the  soldiers  appeared  deeply  affected  with 
this  communication,  and  tne  blessings  of  God  evidently 
attended  the  remarks  now  submitted  to  their  attention 
from  the  pulpit*  At  the  close  of  the  service,  Mr.  S- 
gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  hold  a  military  prayer 
meeting  in  the  vestry.-  Several  of  the  soldiers  and 
people  crowded  into  the  place,  and  the  scene  became 
uncommonly  interesting  and'  solemn.  There  were 
horse  guards,  foot  guards,  blues,  and  dragoons,  pre- 
sent. The  variety  of  their  dresses,  and  the  piety  of 
their  appearance,  were  certainly  very  striking  to  tie 
mind  of  a  stranger. 

Mr.  S — gave  out  two  verses*  and  then  invited  one  of 
the  foot  to  pray,  and  one  of  the  horse  immediately  to 
follow.  In  this  way  about  eleven  persons  engaged  s 
prayer,  until  it  was  nearly  ten  o'clock.  Many  tearswei* 
shed  over  the  delightful  and  animating  scene,  and  very 
fervent  were  the  private  supplications  of  many  pioui 
persons  who  behela  it,  both  male  and  female.  The  ra> 
nister  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  restrain  his  feelkf 
when  he  heard  himself'  prayed  for  by  the  soldiers  a; 
terms  so  exceedingly  appropriate  and.  affectionate,  ard 
even  by  name*  I  ndeed  the  circumstances  con  necked  w& 
this  business  altogether  appeared  to  him  so  extraordi- 
nary, and  so  evidently  from  God,  that  his  mind  was  so- 
lemnly impressed  with  the  idea  of  organizing  some  so- 
ciety that  might  perpetuate  and  extend  this  Work.  1  k 
soldiers,  now  under  serious  impressions,  appeared  but 
as  the  handful  of  corn  upon  the  top  of  the  mountain* 
It  was  his  ardent  desire  that  Almighty  Grace  might  pre- 

,  vail  among  them,  until  it  should  increase  and  shake  Ii# 
the  cedars  of  Lebanon  'y  but  as  he  was  going  off  for  * 

,  week  to  the  anniversary  of  a  seamens  society  at  Bristol, 
nothing  further  could  be  done  until  hid  return*  Shou.tf 
any  thing  transpire  from  future  exertions,  it  will  I* 
narrated  in  another  small  tract,  as  the  second  part  ol 
the  Royal  Barracks,  . 
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THE  LOO-BOOK. 


David  imprecates  the  most  fearful  punishinen.t  on  "the 
workers  of  iniquity" — "  Because  they  regard  not  the  works 
of  the  Lord,  nor  consider  the  operation  of  his  hands."  The 
Prophet  Isaiah  complained  of  multitudes  who  pleased  them- 
selves with  the  harp,  and  the  viol,  and  wine  at  their  feasts, 
"  but  they  regard  not  the  works  of  the  Lord,  neither  consi- 
der the  operation  of  his  hands."  It  is  gratifying  to  know 
that  nothing  happens  by  chance,  but  that  there  is  a  Providence 
that  rules  over  all  evStts,  and  that  Providence  is  in  the  hands 
and  under  the  control  pf  the  glorified  Redeemer,  who  said, 
when  he  quitted  thi*  world,  "  All  power  is  given  unto  me, 
both  in  Heaven  and  in  earth.*'  Surely  it  must  be  highly 
criminal  to  neglect  the  observation  of  his  "work,"  and  not 
studiously  to  mark  the  operation  of  his  "hands." 

"  Hail  that  Prwifeace  that  goverqa 
All  His  empires'  vast  domain, 
Wings  an  angel,  guides  a  sparrow  1 
Bleaaed  he  his  gentle  reign." 

DIVINE  APPOINTMENTS. 

When  €€  he  ascended  up  on  high  leading  captivity  captive, 
he  received  gifts  for  men,  even  for  the  rebellious  also,  that 
the  Lord  God  Wght  dwell  among  them :"  and  it  is  one  im- 
portant work  of  his  Providence,  to  qualify  such  instruments 
as  his  Grate  may  appoint  for  special  service  in  any  depart- 
ment of  his  Church,  to  diffuse  his  Gospel  among- his  "  out- 
casts/' and  exalt  the  honour  of  his  name  in  the  world.  In 
his  selection  of  such  ipstBumerits  he  acts  with  the  most  per- 
fect sovereignty,  givurc  none  account  of  any  of  his  matters, 
but  calling  10  htm  he  wtfiand  where  he  will : — Moses  from  the 
seats  of  learning  >  EEeha  from  the  plough ;  David  from  the 
sheep  cote  >  Isaiah  {com,  the  circles  of  the  great';  Amos  from 
gathering  of  Sycamore  fruit  y  the  sons  of  Zebedee  and  other* 
from  boats,  and  sails,  and  storms  ;  and  Saul  of  Tarsus  frofl 
the  feet  of  Gamaliel.  Should  a  Moses  exclaim,  when  called 
of  God  to  the  work,  "  O  Lord,  I  am  not  eloquent,  neither 
heretofore  nor  since  thou  hast  spoken  unto  thy  servant ;  b 
I  am  slow  of  speech,  ami  of  a  slow  tongue.".  Jehovah  w 
reply,. t(  Who  hath  made  man's  mouth,  or  who  mtjjrffi  tl 
dumb,  or  deaf,  or  the  seeing*  qx  the  Uipfl I  g«$j£Jt ' 


ord )  Now  therein*  go,  and  I  will  be  With  thy  mouth  and 
tach  thee  what  thou  shalt  say.*'  And  should  Moses  object — 

0  my  Lord,  send  I  pray  thee  by  the  hand  of  him  whom 
iou  wilt  send."  The  Lord,  who  is  never  at  a  loss  for  suitable 
militaries  to  join  their  talents  with  his  chief  agents,  rejoins, 
Is  not  Aaron  thy  brother  ?  1  know  that  he  cau  speak  well.' 
ehold  he  cometh  forth  to  meet  thee. — And  I  will  be  with 
ly  mouth  and  with  his  mouth,  and  will  teach  you  what  you 
tall  do.    And  he  shall  be  thy  spokesman  unto  the  people  j 
id  he  shall  be,  even  he  shall  be  to  thee,  instead  of  a  mouth, 
id  thou  shalt  be  to  him  instead  of  God."  Is  Jeremiah  called 
ora  the  priests  of  Anathoth,  of  the  land  of  Benjam  in  >  "  Then 
le  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  him,  saying,  Before  I  formed 
tee  in  the  belly  I  knew  thee  5  and  before  thou  comest  forth 
it  of  the  womb  I  sanctified  (or  separated)  thee ;  and  I  or- 
lined  thee  a  prophet  unto  the  nations.*'  Were  Jeremiah  to 
7  out  "  Ah  Lord  God,  behold  1  cannot  speak,  for  I  am  a 
bild,**  the  Lord  would  answer,  "  Say  not  I  am  a  child,  for 
iou  shalt  go  to  all  that  I  shall  send  thee,  and  whatsoever 
command  thee,  thou  shalt  speak.'*     Is  Ezekiel  among  the 
iptives  by  the  river  of  Chebar  afraid  to  advance?  God  will  call 
m  and  say*  "  Son  of  man,  I  have  made  thee  a  watchman 

•  the  house  of  Israel,  therefore  hear  the  word  at  my  mouth, 
id  give  them  warning  from  me."— u  Be  not  afraid  of  them, 
sither  be  afraid  of  their  words,  though  briars  and  thorns  be 
ith  thee,  and  thou  dwell  among  scorpions ;  be  not  afraid  of 
teir  words,  nor  be  dismayed  at  their  looks,  thou  shalt  speak 
y  words  unto  them. — Behold  I  have  made  thy  face 
rong  against  their  faces,  and  thy  forehead  strong  against 
eir  foreheads.  As  an  adamant  harder  than  flint  have  I  made 
y  forehead  $  fear  them  not,  neither  be  dismayed  at  their' 
oks."  The  Lord  anticipated  that  they  would  bin^ind  im- 
ison  him,  and  he  says  then,  "I  will  make  thy  tongue  cleave 

•  the  roof  of  thy  mouth  that  thou  shalt  be  dumb,  and  shall 
)t  be  to  them  a  reprover,  for  they  are  a  rebellious  house** . 

1  mercy  to  such  rebellion,  the  Lord  again  declares;  '*  But 
hen  I  speak  with  thee  I  will  open  thy  mtuth,  and  thou  shalt 
y  unto  them,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  he  that  heareth  let. 
in  hear,  and  he  that  fbrbeareth  let  him  forbear,"  so  tnle  id 
te  common  adage,  that  "  Instruments  are  only  that  to  us 
hich  God  makes  them,M  either  for  instruction  or  condemns- 
m.     But  pursuing  these  remarks  on  the  yttok  of  the  Lord, 

his  arrangements  concerning  instruments  to  4tfvan.ce  his 
oryf  It  might  be  enquired,  Does  the  Lord  inten^  jp  make 
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heralds  of  salvation  and  witnessed  of  his  resurrection?  Behold 
him  viewing  spme  poor,  untaught,  rough,  hardy  sailors  from 
the  beach:  of  Galilee,  then  calling  them  to  leave  their  boats 
and  nets,  and  then  commanding  them,  "  Follow  me  and  1 
will  make  you  fishers  of  men.    And  they  straightway  left 
their  nets  and  followed  him," — Is  Peter,  one  of  the  sailors, 
after  toiling  all  night  in  vain,  overwhelmed  at  the  majesty  of 
the  Lord  on  a  sudden  and  extraordinary  catch  of  fish  ? 
he  fall  down  in  the  stern  sheets  o£  the  boat,  astonished  at 
presence  of  Immanuel  in  his  "  little  ship,"  and  cry  out  at 
knees,  "  Depart  from  me,  for  I  am  a  sinful  man,  O  Loflfl* 
To  calm  his  fears  and  elevate  his  hope,  "Jesus  saithunto 
Simon,  Fear  not ;  henceforth  thou  shalt  catch  men"    And  to 
cite  but  one  more  instance  :  Is  Ananias  alarmed  at  the  vision 
which  directs  him  to  Saul  of  Tarsus,,  and  does  he  object? 
"Lord,  I  have  heard  by  many  of  this  man,  how  muc&evilhe  bath 
done  to  thy  saints  at  Jerusalem.  .  And  here  he  hath  authority 
from  the  chief  priests  to  bind  all  that  call  on  thy  name/'  The 
answer  from  Jesus  in  glory,  w^o  arrested  Saul  at  the  gates  of 
Damascus,  is,   "Ananias,  arise,  go  into  the  street  which  is 
called  straight  (the  Lord  knows  where  a  poor  trembling  sinner 
lives),  enquire  in  the  house  of  Judas  for  one  Saul  of  Tarsus, 
behold  he  prayeth.     Go  thy  way :  for  he  is  a  chosen  vend 
unto  roe,  to  bear  my  name  before  the  Gentiles,  .and  Kings,  and 
the  children  of  Israel ;  for  I  will  shew  him  how  great  things: 
he  must  suffer  for  my  name's  sake."    All  this  Paul  gratefully 
remembered  and  piously  acknowledged  many  years  afterwards 
in  writing  to  Galatia, — "  When  it  pleased  God  who  separatei 
me  from  my  mother's  womb,  and  called  me  by  his  grace  to  reveal 
his  Son  in  me,  that  I  might  preach  Him  among  the  heathen, 
immediately  I  conferred  not  with  flesh  and  blood." 

SPECIAL  PROVIDENCE. 

Such,  O  Lord,  are  the  gracious  operations  of  thy  hands, 
happy  the  man  who  can  feel  satisfied  and  thankful  to  say, 
*'  All  my  times  are  in  thy  hands : " 

"  He  that  formed  me  in  the  womb, 
He  shall  guide  me  to  the  tomb ; 
AH  my  timei  shall  ever  be 
Ordered  by  his  wise  decree." 

If  to  neglect  the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  the  operations  <* 
his  hands  be  criminal,  to  regard  them  must  be  dutious  ssi 
profitable.  David  while  celebrating  the' mercy  of  the  Lori 
in  his  providence  to  Travellers,  Prisoners,  Skk  Persons,  aix 
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Sailors,  in  the  hundred  and  serenth  Psalm,  'closes  the  whole 
with  this  impressive  and  pious  assertion :  "  Whoso  is  wise, 
and  will  observe  these  things,  even  they  shall  understand  the 
loving  kindness  of  the  Lord."  "  For  he  shall  stand  at  the 
right  hand  of  the  poor,  to  save  him  from  those  that  con- 
demn his  soul."  These  observations  are  prefatory  of  an 
attempt  to  trace  some  of  the  most  remarkable  features  in 

Kraduct  of  DivineProvidence  towards  myself,  in  connexion 
the  work  he  is  now  so  graciously  advancingamong British 
Foreign  sailors.  If  every  agent  of  the  Lord  has  his 
appointed  him,  and  the  time  for  that  work,  is  equally 
arranged  and  fixed ;  so  that  there  is  "  a  set  time  to  favour 
any  part  of  the  Lord's  Zion."  I  cannot  but  presume  on 
the  idea,  that  the  Lord  in  his  wise  and  merciful  appoint- 
ments, had  not  only  condescended  to  mark  the  period  of 
his  shewing  mercy  to  my  guilty  soul,  but  also  to  adopt 
such  means,  as  should  in  due  time,  make  me  the  honoured 
instrument  in  his  hands  of  communicating-  his  mercy  to 
others,  especially  to  sailors.  The  ground  on  which  I  raise 
this  assertion,  is  to  me  satisfactory  and  indubitable ;  and 
[  should  dishonour  the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  deny  the 
operation  of  his  hands,  did  I  not  acknowledge  this  with 
lumility  and  gratitude.  It  will  be  the  business  of  this 
mrrative  to  produce  such  evidence,  as  may  leave  the  same 
conviction  (to  the  praise  of  the  glory  of  that  grace,,  which 
nakes  us  accepted  in  the  beloved),  on'  the  mind  of  every 
mpartial  and  unprejudiced  person. 

SAILORS  NEGLECTED. 

England  has  always  been,  and  from  her  insular  situation, 
till  continue  to  be  a  commercial  country.  Nearly  the 
vhole  of  her  population  must  therefore  be  more  or  less 
onnected  with  maritime  labours,  in  her  schemes  of  en- 
erprise  and/ trade.  Happily,  England,  at  a' very  early 
>eriod  of  the  Christian  era,  received  the  knowledge  of  the 
ruth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  it  would  be  superfluous  to  add, 
hat  tliat  knowledge  has  variously,  in  different  ages,  been 
irculated  among  her  inhabitants.  Her  cities,  her  towns, 
ind  her  villages,  in  numerous  instances,  'have  become 
objects  of  the  tenderest  compassion  among  good  men; 
>ut  there  appears  no  instance  on  record,  in  which  any 
extraordinary  or  general  attention  has  been  paid  to  her 
imritime  countrymen.  This  remark  will,  I  believe,  apply 
vita  equal  force  to  every  other  country  Where  genuine 


Christianity  ha*  prevailed,  yet  the  heathens  allowed  their 
sailors  special  gods  $  and  while  each  mariner  bad  his  god, 
like  the  meat  to  Jonah's  ship,  all  sailors  had  Castor  sad 
Pollux,  as  their  peculiar  deities.  The  Papists  have  si- 
lowed  sailors' their  patron  saints,  and  celebrated  in  their 
churches,  the  deliverances  wrought  out  by  their  masses. 
Thus,  ships  are  seen  suspended  in  catholic  sanctuaries, » 
token  of  the  virtues  of  the  Saint  who  rescued  the  crewi 
from  shipwreck.  Mahometan  sailors  have  their  seasons 
for  bqwing  to  Alia,  and  to  Mahomet  his  Prophet.  Sailors 
of  the  Greek  church  have  their  prayers  and  hymns,  sod 
sailors  of  the  Romish  church  have  their  matins,  images, 
and  crucifix ;  while  the  Sicilian  mariner  hymns  his  "  hail  Mary,' 
with  the  semblance  of  devntion,  and  the  language  of 
piety.  JJut  English  sailors  have  alas,  too  generally  cast 
off  all  fear  of  God,  and  for  many  generations  lived  altogether 
without  hope,  and  without  God  in  the  world.  Yet  with 
them,  as  well  as  among  the  heathen  in  Lystra,  as  Paul 
declared,  "He  left  not  himself  without  witness,  in  that 
he  did  good,"  and  not  unfrequently  raised  up  from  this 
same  class,  person!  who  became  bold  reprovers  of  their 
vices,  and  occasional  preachers  of  righteousness  to  the 
ungodly.  This  has,  however,  been  at  all  times  in  a  very 
partial  degree,  and  strange  as  it  may  seem,  it  is  yet  true, 
that  though  some  sailors  have  become  preachers  of  the 
Gospel  •>  they  have  not  been  (excepting  in  some  few  in* 
stances)  Preachers  to  sailors,  but  the  remainder  of  their  lira 
has  been  devoted  to  the  salvation  of  landsmen..  It  was  thus, 
in  the  church  of  England,  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Newton,  of 
Glriey,  and- St.  Mary  Woolnoth;  among  the  Independents 
with  Captain  Torial  Joss ;  among  the  Methodists,  with  the 
ReV.  Mr.  Kirkpatrick;  and  the  Baptists,  with  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Medley:  all  these  gentlemen  were  sailors,  sod 
afterwards  settled  ministers  on  shore.  Some  good  men  have 
felt  great  concern  for  sailors,  and  written  works  to  promote 
their  piety,  as  the  Rev.  J.  Ryther,  of  Wapping,  and  the  Rer. 
I,  Flavel,  of  Dartmouth ;  but  no  general  effort  to  do  good  <p 
sailors  has  ever  been  made  until  of  late  years.  Pious  indi- 
viduals belonging  to  the  sea  might  be  found  either  settled  on 
shore,  or  occasionally  communicating  with  Christians  of  dif- 
ferent denominations,  and  exhibiting  a  life  and  conversation 
becoming  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  Their  number  was  however 
very  few,  and  their  influence  almost  destroyed  by  the  preva- 
lence and  bold  impiety  of  the  profession  generally. 
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poputAR  sociterrfcs.  \ 

Among  the  Institutions  that  were  of  some  wse.  in  stem- 
ming the  torrent .  of  maritime  vice,  is  to  be  reckoned  the 
Naval  and  Military  Bible  Society.  Its  distribution  was  how- 
ever confined  to  the  nayy,  as  it  regards  sailors $  and  even, 
in  this  case,  much  depended  on  the  Commanding  Officers, 
very  few  of  whom,  formerly,  cared  for  the  Bibles  themselves, 
and  were,  therefore,  not  at  xall  concerned  to  distribute  them 
among  their  men.  I  was  four  years  in  a  fine  of  battle-ship, 
and  never  heard  or  saw  a  Bible  given  either  to  our  crew,  or 
any  crew  in  the  fleets  we  joined.  Bibles  have  been  sent,  ships 
have  sailed)  or  officers  have  not  considered  them  worthy  of 
sending  for,  even  to  the  waggon-offiee  of  a  sea-port  town,  and 
there  they  have  lain  until  almost  rotten.  In  other  cases  they 
have  been  left  in  the  hold  or  store-room  of  a  man-of-war, 
until  half  destroyed  by  damp  or  rats,  and  alternately  sent  on 
shore  as  decayed,  and  therefore  useless  stores.  A  pious  naval, 
officer  of  •— ■ — ,  not  many  years  since  informed  me  of  a  ship 
lately  being  paid  off,  when,  on  hoisting  up  stores  to  send  on 
shore  to  the  dock-yard  and  the  victualling-office,  some  cases 
of  Bibles  were  slung  and  sent  up.  They  were  nearly  rotten , 
and  served  only  to  excite  the  most  profane  and  horridly  blas- 
phemous scurrility  from  one  of  the  most  abandoned  crews. 
"The  rats,"  said  they, " have  studied  what  we  despised/' 
I  knew  the  character  of  a  superior  in  that  ship,  and  of  the 
crew,  too  well  to  doubt  this  anecdote.  There  are,  however, 
other  ships  in  which  more  attention  has  been  paid  to  distribu- 
tion.* 

-  i  ii  im     ■    ■  >»    ^^-~~-m~^*pmmmm*—~m  i    i   »  iiw— — »■    i  1 1    i    — — — w^»  r     »  »     •<m<ffi   i  ■■inn    ^ 

*  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  strenuous  efforts  Which  have 
been  made  to  awaken  public  attention  to  the  moral  condition  of  sailors, 
have,  with  other  important  circumstances,  had  considerable  influence 
in  exciting  the  noble  spirit  of  Christian  energy  and  usefulness,  which 
now  distinguish  the  Naval  and  Military  Bible  Society.  I  believe*  His 
Majesty's  government  has  sanctioned  the  circulation  of  Bibles-  in  the 
navy  by  this  Society.  It  would,  be  well  if  some  plan  less  objectionable 
than  the  present  coald  be  adopted.  About  three  years  since  I  visited 
a  ship  of  war  in  Mount's  Bay,  and  convened  with  the  purser  shout 
Bibles.  His  information  was  to  this  effect, — that  they  were  sent  to 
him  as  ship's  stores,  and  he  was  made  responsible  for  them  in  the  same 
manner  as  any  other  stores.  Some  ^ad  been  lost,  or  pawned,  or  sold 
by  the  men  for  grog,  and  he  had  to  pay  for  them.  He  found  the  best 
way  now,  was  to  jteep  them  safe  in  the  ease,  and  he'd  *— ^  if  Bibles 
should  ever  take  any  more- money  out  of  his  pocket.  If  such  a  law 
does  exist,  it  ought  to  be  changed ;  but  it  wiH  require  great  judgment 
and  prudence  to  know  what  to  do  with  a  case  of  Bibles  where  officers 
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The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  has  in  many  instances 
been  useful  to  sailors,  and  the  instrument  of  exciting  greater 
attention  to  their  spiritual  concerns.    A -few  years  since  a 
Thames  Bible  Society  existed,  and  the  Scriptures,  in  different 
languages,  were  appointed  to  be  sold  at  various  shops  on  the 
banks  of  that  river.     I  bad  the  pleasure,  on  one  occasion  in 
London,  to  be  invited  to  their  committee,  to  give  them  my 
opinion,  as  a  sailor,  on  the  measures  they  had  adopted.    I 
found  them  exceedingly  deficient,  and  the  Society  very  low 
and  spiritless,  and  but  partially  useful.    Since  then  this  In* 
'  stitution  has  adopted  a  new  name,  the  Merchant  Seamen's 
Bible  Society* ;  and  by  tnore  zealous  measures,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  naval  officer  at  Gravesend  to  visit  the  out- 
ward bound,  and  sell  Bibles  at  reduced  prices,  it  has  been  of 
great  and  most  essential  service  to  the  merchant  traders  of  this 
•and-  other  countries.     The  Religious  Tract  Society  has  ma- 
terially aided  in  promoting  the  cause  of  God  among  sailors ; 
and  very  much  might  be  said  on  this  subject  in  addition  to 
the  excellent  accounts  annually  printed  in  the  Report  of  this 
Institution.     But  the  most  valuable  and  extensive  effects  of 
Tracts  have  been  of  late  vears.  .  In  1S02  I  jiever  saw*  a  Re- 
ligious  Tract  from  a  Society  in  the  navy.   The  Rev.  Mr.  Grif- 
fin, of  Portsea,  by  his  account  of  James  Govey,  and  by  his 
efforts  among   seamen,  deserves  honourable  mention  as  a 
sailor's  friend  for  many  years.     All  these  I  have  noticed,  be- 
cause I  would  not  omit  one  mean  or  instrument  that  God  has 
at  any  time  graciously  employed  in  this  valuable  work,  I  might 
sum  up  this  statement  by  observing,  that  the  Society  for  pro- 
moting Christian  Knowledge,  conducted  by  members  of  the 
Church  of  England,  has  of  late  years  sent  many  of  its  publi- 
cations   into   the  navy,  and   is   becoming    very  useful  in 
this  respect.     But  it  is  more  than  time  to  enter  upon  the 
chief  object  of  this  narration,  viz.  to  detail  the  various  wa\« 
in  which  I  have  been  led,  by  Divine  Providence,  to  connect 
my  humble  efforts,  with  others  of   the  Lord's  servants,  in 

and  men  despise  them,  and  would  be  glad  to  assist  in  throwing  tbcm 
all  overboard,  because  they  condemn  the  vices  which  too  many  jrloir 
in  considering  essential,  manly,  and  justifiable  in  a  man-of-war.  whet* 
•  officers  are  favourable  to  the  Scriptures  tliere  can  of  coarse  be  *> 
difficulty.    May  the  number  of  such  daily  increase ! 

•  As  I  quitted  the  navy  in  1802,  the  Bible  Society  (I  must  remind 
my  readers)  did  not  exist  then  ;  and  I  do  not  recollect  ever  to  nave 
heard  of  the  Naval  Bible  Society  during  the  time  I  belonged  to  a  loas- 
of-war.  Perhaps  spine  ships  might  have  been  more  favoured  in  litis 
respect  than  those  to  which  I  had  access, 
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vancing  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  Kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ* 
song  sailors  in  various  parts  of  the  world. 

PROVIDENCE  ILLUSTRATED. 

In  the  early  stage  of  this  statement,  it  has  been  laid  down 
scriptural  and  profitable  to  observe  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
d  consider  the  operation  of-  his  hands.  The  Divine  choice 
d  qualification  of  instruments  to  special  divisions  of  Christian 
bour,  has  also  been  noticed;  and  the  following,  it  is  pre- 
nied,  will  form  a  striking  illustration  of  these  things.  I  know 
is  difficult,  and  almost  impossible,  for  any  man  to  write 
out  himself  without  incurring  the  censure  of  egotism  and 
nity.  The  fact  is,  that  there  exists  so  large  a  portion  of 
ose  evil  and  disgusting  qualities  in  every  man,  that  scarcely 
y  one  can  allow  his  neighbour  to  write  or  speak  about  him- 
If  without  a  suspicion  and  a  charge  of  this  nature,  because  his 
towledge  of  hir  own  heart  convinces  him  that  it  would  be 
fEcult,  and  almost  impossible,  for  him  to  enter  upon  a  detail 
any  thing  in  the  first  person  without  egotism  and  vanity ; 
ere  fore,  as  the  English  adage  expresses  it,  "  He  measurs  his 
ighbour's  corn  by  his  own  bushel."  *  It  would  be  useless 
r  me  therefore  to  plead  innocence  and  entire  exemption  from 
at  which  is  common  to  all,  but  which  some  have  good  sense 
ough  to  hide.  I  can  only  say,  that  I  wish  to  write  with  all 
oiility,  as  under  the  immediate  eye  of  God,  and  to  promote 
e  glory  of  his  name ;  and  if  I  must  be  suspected  and  charged 
th  a  portion  of  this  egotism  and  vanity,  I  am  willing  to 
mit  that  I  possess  as  much  of  it  as  he  who  makes  the  charge 
)uldj  if  he  were  in  my  circumstances.  But  dismissing  what 
ay  appear  to  many  quite  unnecessary,  I  proceed  more 
rectly  to  the  work,  by  remarking,  that  I  have  long  acted 
ider  a  conviction,  that  the  Lord,  in  his  providence,  has 
actously  designed,  and,  in  some  humble  measure,  fitted, 
lied,  and  blessed  my  efforts  in  diffusing  the  knowledge  of 
irist  among  seamen.  How  far  I  am  correct  in  this  con- 
is  ion,  my  readers  will  be  able  to  judge  when  they  read  the 
llowing  narrative.  It  will  not  be  expected  that  any  thing 
;e  a  memoir  of  my  own  life  will  be. produced  here  j  my  in- 
ition  is  only  to  mark  such  leading  incidents  as  may  seem  con- 
cted  with  the  more  general  establishment  of  religion  among 


*  Zophar  the  Naamathite  once  observed,  "  Vain  man  would  be 
se,  though  man  be  born  like  a  wild  atf's  colt."— Job  xi. 
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stamen.  At  a  very  earlyfcge*  a  strong  attachnieut  to  reading, 
distinguished  my  days,  and'  a  residence  of  two  years*  in  the 
shop  of  a  bookseller  and  publisher,  afforded  the  most 
abundant  opportunities  of  gratifying  this  inclination.  My 
reading,  like  the  trade  in  which  I  served,  was  a  strange 
medly  of  all  sorts,  sacred  and  profane,  serious  and  trifling, 
right  and  wrong,  profitable  and  injurious,  but  more 
generally  the  latter.  This  indiscriminate,  and  general 
reading,  without  a  guide  or  instructor,  laid  the  foundation 
of  principles,  tjlat  for  many  years  had  nearly  proved  fatal. 
Novels,  romances,  plays,  voyages,  travels,  geography,  with 
accounts  of  shipwrecks,  battles,  and  strange  adventures, 
filled  my  head  with  various  projects,  and  determined  me 
on  the  adoption  of  any  measure  that  would  conduct  to  the 
wildest  scenery  of  nature,  and  produce  the  most  extraor- 
dinary circumstance  5  even  the  ravings  and  darings  of 
«an.  unrestrained  imagination,  urged  me  onward  to  some* 
'thing,  far  beyond  What  I  considered  as  the  dull  monotonr 
of  life,  in  London:  although  I  was  then  accustomed  (o 
the  most  general  places  of  resort  for  theatrical  and  other 
amusements. 

THE  BROTHERS. 

I  had  two  brothers,  who  had  followed  the  sea,  from  their 
youth  $  whose  romantic  history,  and  singularly  daring  exploits, 
fired  my  whole  soul  to  imitate  them  in  every  thing,  that 
was  bold  and  striking.  One  of  them  had  both  legs  shot 
.  off,  in  a  general  action;  off  Trincomalee,  in  the  East  Indies ; 
his  ship  went  down,  he  was  miraculously  preserved,  but 
subsequently  died  in  the  hospital  from  mortification.  The 
next  brother,  after  serving  in  several  men-of-war,  during  the 
American  war ;  and  afterwards  passing  through  all  the 
usual  circumstances  of  the  sea,  from  seaman  to  captain 
and  supercargo,  shipwreckd,  taken  prisoner,  fighting,  kt. 
&c.j  was  at  this  period  of  my  life,  arrived  in  the  riven 
chief  male  of  a  large  West  Indiaman;  where  I  found  b 
him,  the  character  of  an  intrepid,  fearless,  and  generous 
sailor,  in  connexion  with  all  the  vices,  which  were  thea 
considered  as  matters  of  course,  in  such  a  person.  It  was 
singular  that  this  brother  (William)  was  the  most  uncom- 
mon favourite  of  my  father,  (who,  in  early  life,  much  re- 
sembled  him,  but,  who,  for  nearly  forty  years  before  his 
death,  was-  an  eminent  subject  of  Almighty  grace;)  and  it 
was  pay  privelege,  after  my  father's  death,  to  bm  the  difl- 
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tinguisaed  favourite  of  my  mother*  His  peculiar  attach** 
ment  to  his  son,  humanly  speaking,  might -have  contributed 
much  to  shorten  his  days  5  as  there  was  seldom  a  year,  hut , 
William  after  spending  all  the  produce  of  the  last  voyage^ 
threw  himself  upon  his  father's  compassion,  wretched,  penny- 
less,  and  friendless* 

THE  PIOUS  FATHER. 

The  extraordinary  exertions  of  my  honoured  father,  to 
serve,  and  to  save,  this  worst  of  prodigals  $  and  the  melancholy 
fruits  that  annually  pained  his  heart,  produced  in  time,  a 
wound  that  no  circumstances  could  heal,  and,  ultimately  be- 
came the  source  of  paternal  sorrows,  that.no  comfort  could  - 
alleviate.  For  many  months,  on  a  bed  of  languishing,  he, 
would  sigh  heavily,  and  secretly  whisper*  "Oh  William, 
my  wretched  son  William,  thou  hast  broken  thy  father's 
peace,  thou  hast,  pierced  thy  father's  heart/ — Thou  hast 
blasted  all  his  hopes, — Thou  has  cursed  all  his  prospects, 
concerning  his  children,  (seven  were  at  this  time  alive, 
without  the  least  appearance  of  a  regard  for  religion  $)  thy 
fond  and  indulgent  father  has  long  pictured  to  himself  thy 
penitence,  and  return  from  a  '  far  country.'  Often  has  his 
aching  head  reclined  upon  this  pillow  while  imagination  paint- 
ed thee  in  the  East  or  West  Indies,  or  wrecked  on  some  inhos- 
pitable shore, — yes,  I  have  fancied  the  convictions  of  thy  soul, 
the  bursting  of  thy  heart,  the  scalding  tear  from  thine  eyes, 
and  the  agonizing  cry  from  thy  lips,  '  I  will  arise  and  go  sto 
my  Father,  and  1  will  say, — (O  soul  animating  words !)— ^ 
Father,  I  have  sinned  against  Heaven  and  in  thy  sight,  and 
am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  son  y  make  me  as  one  of 
thy  hired  servants."  Alas !  thy  father  has  dozed  away  in 
ecstacy  with  the  thought,  and  seen  thee, — yes,  I  have  in  idea 
seen  thee  come,  as  thou  hast  often  come  back  to  thy  father's 
house,  emaciated,  covered  with  rags,  and  perishing  with  hunger* 
but  in  former  times  not  convinced  of  sin ;  yet  now,  methought, 
the  time  was  come  when  my  cries,  and  tears,  and  groans, 
were  accepted,  and  I  saw  my  dear  boy  approaching;  penitent j 
with  downcast  features  and  swollen  eyes.  I  saw  thee,  my  child* 
while  yet  a  great  way  off :  my  joys  were  too  great  for  utter- 
ance, and  my  eagerness  too  mighty  to  be  repressed.  I  ran, 
aged  and  weak  as  I  am,  I  embraced  my  boy,  I  fell  on  thy 
neck,  I  kissed  thy  sun-burnt  countenance,  and  calling  heaven, 
earth  and  hell-,  to  witness  my  boundless  rapture  $  j  exclaimed, 
'  This,  my  sofijwa*  dfod,  and  is  aUve;  he  was  lostyand  is 
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found:  The  emotions  of  my  soul  destroyed. the  pleasiog 
dream,  and  I  awoke  to  all  the  bitterness  of  disappointment, 
unextinguished  grief,  and  hopeless  wretchedness."  Such  were 
the  sighs  of  a  pious  father. 

WILLIAM  THE  PRODIGAL! 

fC  William !"  often  involuntarily  escaped  from  his  lips  the  last 
few  days  of  his  life,  and  <f  William,  my  wretched  son  !**  almost 
formed  his  dying  s'entence.  It  was  my  task,  though  a  boy,  to 
go  on  board  the  West  Indiaman,  when  my  brother  arrived  in 
the  Thames  5  and  in  the  cabin  of  that  ship,  surrounded  with 
tortoises,  tamarinds,  and  West  Indian  produce,  I  proceeded 
through  a  long  and  .interesting  detail  of  our  father's  last  illness 
and  death,  concluding  with  his  dying  remembrances  and 
prayers  for  his  "  son  •  William."  My  brother  was  deeply 
affected.  I  held  not  seen  him  for  some  years,  and  was  muck  \ 
struck  with  his  appearance.  It  was  summer,  he  had  been  all  j 
day  in  fthe  ship's  hold,  he  was  without  shoes  or  stockings,  ^ 
with  a  light  canvas  frock  apd  trowsers.  He  was  a  fine  stout 
hale  seaman,  with  all  the  physiognomy  of  a  man  fit  to  under- 
take the  boldest  enterprise  that  ever  entered  the  human  mind 
His  tears  were  abundant,  but  there  was  something  so  marly 
in  them,  and  so  inexpressibly  noble  and  pathetic  in  his  excla- 
mation, (Cf  My  poor,  dear  old  father !  he's  gone  to  heaven  ; 
what  will  become  of  me  ?")  as  I  can  never  forget.  *'  George," 
turning1  to  me  and  wiping  his  eyes  with  the  tail  of  his  frock, 
*'  George,"  said  he,  looking  tenderly  in  my  face,  <c  George," 
he  repeated  a  third  time,  "  My  dear  boy,  I  have  been  the 
ineaas  of  breaking  father's  heart  for  the  last  twenty  years." 
He  wept  bitterly.  He  resumed,  u  Stand  fast,  there, — I 
wonder  whether  poor 'dear  father  forgave  me  before  he  got 
under  weigh  and  made  sail  for  Heaven."  He  paused,  and  I 
assured  him  that  I  heard  him  repeatedly  say,  "  William,  my 
poor  guilty  son,  I  forgive  thee  all  the  grief  thou  hast  caused 
thine  afflicted  father  I "  "  Good  luck  to  the  dear  old  soul  !" 
with  heavy  sobs  exclaimed  my  brother,  who  was  evidently 
much  shocked  at  the  recollection  of  his  undutiful  conduct  to 
so  good  a  parent*  On  a  sudden  he  looked  at  me  with  the 
most  childlike  simplicity  I  ever  saw,  and  said,  'f  But  George, 
nay  dear  fellow,  did  father,  before  he  started,  heave  up  a  prayer 
for  a  poor  wretch  like  me  ? "  I  could  scarcely  forbear  smiling: 
at  the  oddness  of  the  language  and  the  strangeness  of  his 
Jook  5  but  there  was  such  ai>  evident  ingenuousness  in  his 
wtad,  aud  such  seriousness  ia  his  countenance,  that  my  Tisible 
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inclinations  wiore  suddenly  checked $   and  I  informed  mx 

brother,  that  frequently,  when  his  father  appeared  to  be  dozing 

Dn  the  pillow,  before  he  died,  he  would  breathe  out  such 

whispers  as  these,  "  Lord  bless  him ! " — "  O  save  his  precious 

ioul  !** — "  Hear  his  father's  cries,  for  Jesus'  sake ! "— "  Lord, 

pity  and  restrain  his  wanderings ! "— "  O  Lord,  bring  him 

dome   to   God!"    These  prayers,  we  all  knew,  were,  for 

brother-  William,  because  father's  heart  was  set  upon  him. 

William  burst  afresh  into  tears,  and  with  many  expressions  of 

bad  luck  to  himself  and  all  the  lubberly  scoundrels  that  led 

him  astray,  and  blessings  on  every  bone  of  his  dear  father's 

body,  he  declared  aloud,  "  George,  I've  lost  the  best  father  a 

good-for-nothing  swab  of  a  sailor  ever  had."     I  said  "  Yes."* 

He  was  carelessly  sitting  on  the  corner  of  the  cabin  table,  with 

a  case  bottle  of  rum  and  a  jug  of  water  near  him.     He  made 

another  glass  of  grog  for  himself,  and  handing  over  the 

bottle,  '*  Come,  George,  wet  your  whistle — sorrow 's  dry ; — 

poor  father  !" — He  paused,  ruminating  for  a  while,  and  then 

started  as  if   he  had  made  some  valuable  discovery,  and 

stamping  on  the  belly  of  a  tortoise,    with   his  great  fist 

clenched,  he  thundered  out,    "  I  have  it  now — stand   by 

tacks  and  sheets — about  ship  there.    No,  no,  Mr.  Devil ;  no 

more  of  your  tricks  upon  travellers  $  I've  done  with  such 

fellows  as  you,  and  the  whole  gang  of  you ;  shear  off  all 

hands ;  quick  step  every  dog  of  you, — Bill  Smith  has  been 

your  catspaw  long  enough  ;  but  the  tables  are  turned  now, 

my  chaps,  fm  off  from  your  service ;  1  see  what  you're  after, 

but  Bill's  your  man  no  longer ;  I'll  follow  my  dear  old  father's 

religion,  and  serve  God  as  he  did.    There's  my  dear  mother 

left  yet,  and  sink  me  if  there's  a  better  hand  in  London  for 

taking  a  fellow  in  tow  and  boxing  him  off  a  lee  shore;  1'U 

shear  up  alongside  mother's  Bible,  and  bear  away  with  her 

for  Rowland  Hill's,  Btactrfriar's  roader*     I  know  the  ship 

well :  there  is'nt  a  better  rig  in  London,  nor  a  smarter  chap 

for  hailing  a  fellow  in  a  gale  than  old  Rowland.     If  he  brings 

his  guns  to  bear  upon  a  vessel,  may  I  be  capsized  if  there's  a 

stitch  of  canvas  left  on  her  in  ten  minutes.     {land  here  the 

case-bottle,  George,  let's  have  mother  glass  of  grog,  and 

drink  success  to  new  resolutions*"    I  was  really  so  unused  to 

such  language  and  manners,  that  I  hardly  kuew  what  to 

make  of  this  brother ;  but  I  concealed  my  thoughts  from 

him,  for  I  was  really  afraid  of  him ;  and  in  some  of  his  wild 

-      -        a._  -       -■  ' T^rr—  — 

•  Sorry  Chapel* 
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fits  afterwards,  he  gave  me  reason  to  few ;  when  hearing  of 
some  fault  I  had  committed,  he  assured  say  mother  thai  be 
would  undertake  to  reform  me  in  high  style,  and  actually  came 
to  the  shdp  where  I  lived,  and  ordered  me  from  behind  the 
counter  to  be  *'  seised  up  to*  the  gangway/'  as  he  called  it, 
and  take  "  three  dozen  like  a  good  boy."  He  was  preparing 
his  lashings,  when  I  consulted  my  own  Safety  by  leaping  ova 
the  counter  and  making  my  escape.  Poor  William  !  A  few 
days  after  1  found  him  in  a  dashing  West  India  planter*! 
dress,  and  stretched  on  the  floor  of  my  mother's  parlour 
completely  intoxicated.  I  looked  upon  him  with  horror  and 
disgust,  little  thinking  that  this  was  a  fair  representation  of 
what  I  should  hereafter  become.  William  for  a  few  yean 
snore  traded  to  the  port  of  London,  unaltered  in  his  conduct, 
and  at  length  took  command  of  a  large  ship  in  North  Ame- 
rica. Some  vague  accounts  reached  the  family  of  his  death 
at  Philadelphia,  but  nothing  farther  has  ever  been  heard  of 
him.  It  is  not  improbable  that  he  perished  somewhere, 
either  by  foundering  or  shipwreck,  but  whether  in  his  sins  or 
not  the  last  day  will  declare.  To  that  I  must  leave  him,  with 
this  conviction,  that  both  Williamand  myself  must  pronounce 
the  Almighty  justified  in  speaking  our  eternal  condemnation, 
and  clear  in  adjudging  our  final  state ;  and  if  either  or  both  of  us 
should  perad  venture  be  saved  at  last,  we  must  ascribe  it  to 
the  free,  unmerited,  sovereign  and  boundless  grace  of  God 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Sure  I  am  that  the  Judge  of 
all  cannot  but  do  right.  Let  God  be  true,  though  every  man 
Should  be  found  false. 

THE  CHOICE. 

Having  quitted  the  situation  I  had  lived  in  during  the  last 
two  years,  a  variety  of  others  were  proposed,  and  my  anxious 
mother  was  desirous  that  1  should  now  make  a  choice  of  that 
business  which  would  become  my  future  support  In  the 
mean  time,  I  visited  a  brig  in  which  a  school-fellow  had 
shipped,  and,  in  company  with  others,  ascended  to  the  mast- 
head, as  a  frolic  on  the  Sabbath'  afternoon.  Some  of  my  com- 
panions went  up  through  what  is  called  "  lubber's-hok." 
I  thought  this  disgraceful;  and,  being  accustomed  in  sport  to 
climb  the  highest  trees  in  the  vicinity  of  London,  I  deter- 
.  mined  to  ascend  by  the  futtoek-shrouds,  and  go  up  higher 
than  any  one  else.  The  Mate  of  the  ship  observed  me  from 
the  deck,  and  on  my  coming  down,  said,  "  Well  done,  my 
lad,  you  have  beat  tq<windward  of  all  the  rest.,  you'd  make  a 
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famous  sailor  f  I'd  have  yon  dock  your  eeat,  and  bend  a  new 
pair  of  trowsers,  and  ship  for  the  East  or  West  Indies  j  and 
after  weathering  a  few  gales,  I  think  you'll  make  a  smart 
fellow  to  hand,  reef,  or  steer/'  This  compliment  to  my 
agility  decided  me  at  once  for  a  sailor's  life,  and  no  rernon* 
9 trance  of  my  mother  or  friends  could  shake  my  resolution. 
I  took  several  opportunities  of  going  on  board  different  ships, 
until  I  became  quite  enthusiastic  for  the  sea.  Finding  I  could 
not  get  a  birth  by  visiting  the  ships,  1  went  round  to  all  the 
coffee-houses  about  Cornhill  frequented  by  masters  of  ships; 
and,  wherever  I  found  a  group  of  this  description,  addressed 
them,  "  Captain,  do  you  want  a  boy  to  go  to  sea  with  you." 
Many  jeered,  some  swore,  some  asked  me  the  most  indecent 
questions,  while  others  told  me  to  "  be  off"  I  persevered 
for  several  days,  until  a  captain,  sitting  alone  in  a  box,  seeing* 
me  rejected  with  many  coarse  jokes  of  some  reprobate  cap- 
tains, he  called,  as  I  was  leaving  the  coffee-room,  •"  Hollo, 
here,  my  lad,  about  ship."  I  turned  round,  and  walked  to 
him,  when  he  looked  at  me  very  solidly,  and  said^ 

THE  SEA  CAPTAIN. 

"  Well,  my  fine  fellow,  and  what  do  you  want  ? "     "A  ship, 

Sir."     "  Was  you  ever  at  sea  > "     "No,  Sir,"    "  Then  what 

makes  you  wish  to  go  now  } "     "  Because  I  like  it,  Sir  j  I'd 

rather  be  a  sailor  than  a  king.*'     "  A  gale  of  wind  would 

shake  your  confidence,  my  boy."     "  Never  mind  that 5  will 

you  have  me,  Sir,  in  your  ship  ?  I'm  all  ready."   "  Where  do 

you  wish  to  go?"   "Any  where;    don't  care  where  it  is." 

"  I'm  going  a  long  round ^  first  to  the  West  Indies,  then  to 

America 5  then  to  the  West  Indies  again,  then  back  to  Ame* 

rica;  and  after  that  I  expect  to  return  to  England."     "O, 

Sir,  that  will  just  suit  me ;  I'll  go  with  you  all  over  the 

world  if  you  like."    "  But  I'm  an  American ;  and  if  you  ship 

with  me,  I  should  like  you  to  become  a  citizen,  of  America, 

which  could  be  easily  done  when  we  arrive  there."     "O  I 

don't  mind  that 5  you  may  make  me  a  Dutchman  if  you  like, 

only  left  me  go  to  sea  with  you."  "  Have  you  parents  alive  ? " 

"Another,  Sir."    "Is  your  mother  agreeable?"    "Why 

she  don't  much  like  it,  but  as  I'm  determined  she  don't  op* 

pose  It."     "  But  if  I  take  you,  it-must  be  as  an  apprentice." 

"  Any  thing  you  like  5  I'll  ship  with  you  in  any  capacity  you 

please."    "  I  can't  have  you  bound  apprentice  to  me  for  less 

than  seven  years."    "  As  many  years  as  you  pleas,  only  let 

uamake'a  bargain  of  it"    "  I  can  d*  nothing  without  your 
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friend's  consent,  I  bare  children  of  «iy  owbr  and  I  wish  to  act 
correctly,  f  am  pleased  with. your  manners,  and  if  you 
can  bring  your  motfier  next  Monday  to  my  lodgings  on. Tower 
IJrtl,  I  shall  have  no  objection,  if  agreeable  to  her,  to  have 
you  bound  an  apprentice  to  me  for  seven  years."  tc  Thank 
you,  Sir,  depend  on  it  I'll  be  there,  and  mother  too.*'  We 
parted,  and  I  stepped  very,  lightly  over  Cbeapside,  and  Black- 
friar's  Bridge,  to  my  mother's,  filled  with  as  much  joy  as  if 
I  had  been  going  to  take  possession  of  the  most  valnable 
estate.  On  the  following  Monday  we  waited  on  the  captain, 
who  received  us  with  great  kindness. 

THE  TENDER  MOTHER. 

* 

My  dear  mother  said,  "  Allow,  roe,  Sir,  to  ask  for  your 
place  of  residence  in  America."  "  My  name,  Madam,  is 
Clark,  the  brig  1  command  is  ealled  the  Betsey,  we  belong 
to  Salem,  near  Boston,  where  my*  family  are  at  present." 
"  Well,  Sir,  my  dear  boy  has  brought  me  here  to  bind  him 
apprentice ;  he  knows  my  disinclination  to  his  views,  but  as 
he  will  not  settle  to  anv  trade,  and  is  determined  for  the  sea. 
I  must  reluctantly  comply  with  his  wishes.  I  have  had  two 
sons  before  resolve  on  the  sea,  one  is  dead,  and  the  other 
poor  fellow  (my  mother. wept)  might  long  since  have  retired 
with  a  very  handsome  competency ;  but,  alas !  his  extrava- 
gance and  wickedness  nearly  broke  his  father's  .heart,  who 
now  rests  where  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling.  I  tremble 
for  my  dear  boy  here  :  you  will,  Sir,  excuse  a  mother's  feel- 
ings,- but  we  have  been  great  sufferers  (I  will  not  say  unfor- 
tunate, because,  all  may  be  for  our  good,)  with  our  children ; 
they  have  all,  Sit,  heen  brought  up  in  the  fear  of  God,  but 
they  have  sadly  departed  from  it.  I  have,  however,,  some 
confidence  in  my  Geovge,  he  has  been  brought  up  at  a  Sunday 
School,  he  reads  a  great  deal,  he  constantly  attends  a  place 
of  worship,  his  conduct  is  moral,  he  has  been  a  good  boy  to 
me ;  and  with  an  intelligent  mind,  I  should  hope  in  time  he  will 
possess  the  grace  of  God,  and  become  useful  in  the  world." 
".You  speak  very  properly,  Madam,  about  your  son,  and  I 
am  happy  to  inform. you  that  neither  myself,  or  my  crew, 
are  those  abandoned  sailors  too  generally  abounding;  and  it 
Will,  perhaps,  give  you  some  satisfaction  to  know,  that  I 
always  attend  Divine  worship  with  my  family,  when  I  am  at 
homeland  so  does  my  mate."  "  I  had  many  fears,  about 
my  son,  and  dreaded  J;hat  he  would  fall  into  the  hands  of 
Boine  swearing  reprobate  man.;  but  when  I  heard  you  was  aa 
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tmerican,  I  was  pleased,  for  I  have  heard  an  excellent  account 
>f  America,  and  I  know  the  gospel  is  faithfully  preached 
here ;  you  must  have  many  persons  there,  Sir,  who  love  the 
L*ord  Jesus  Christ,  and  without  love  to  him,  what  is  a  coun- 
ry,  what  is  the  world,  and  what  is  life  itself?"   "True, 
Vlodam,  but  America  is  like  other  places,  we  have  many  bail 
lersons,  and  many  good  ones.    Religion  prevails  much  in 
iom&  places."    "  My  earnest  prayers,  Sir,  will  follow  my 
lear  boy."     "  I  hope  he  will  know  how  to  value  them." 
*  I  am  almost  ashamed,  Sir,  to  confess  that  I  have  a  foolish' 
Fondness  for  him  in  particular,  that  I  cannot  overcome.    He 
occupies  my  daily  thoughts,  and  engages  my  chief  concern. 
[   sometimes  think  I  do  wrong  by  selecting  one  of  my  chil- 
li ren  from  the  rest  in  such  a  way;  but  I  always  had  an  im- 
pression, it  may  be  foolish  and  childish,  but  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  Lord  will  do  great  things  for  him.  .  At  all 
events  this  distinction  in  my. mind  makes  me  pray  more 
earnestly,  and  more  constantly  for  him,  and  there  can  be  no 
evil  in  that ;  but  I  am  taking  up  too  much  of  your  time  with 
my  remarks,  I  only  wished  to  impress  you  with  the  idea  that 
my  George  was  peculiarly  dear  to  his  mother,  in  the  hope  that 
from  tenderness  to  a  mother's  feelings,  you  would  watch 
over  htm  as  a  father.*'    "  1  thank  you,  Madam,  for  your 
good  opinion,  and  shall  certainly  feel  the  charge  of  your  son  of 
more  consequence   from  what  you  have  said.     I  was  not 
aware,  when  he  convened  with  me  in  the  coffeehouse,  in ' 
his  spirited  way,  that  he  )*ad  so  good  a  mother  -,  anil  to  con- 
fess the  truth,  I  really  thought  he  was  some  wild  chap  who 
had  run  away  from  his  parents,  after  some  great  fault;  I  am, 
I  assure  you,  Madam,  very  agreeably  surprised,  and  promise 
you  that  your  observations  will  not  be  useless."     "  Thank 
you,  Sir,  my  dear  boy  is  fatherless,  and  you  know  God  pro- 
mises many  blessings  in  his  word  to  those  who  compassionate 
the  widow  and  the  fatherless.     Your  children,  Sir,  may  one 
day  lose  you,  and  your  widow  may  possibly  find  it  as  hard  as 
1  do,  to  struggle  through  a  depraved  unfeeling  world,  with  a 
large  family  j  you  can  imagine  what  her  feelings  would  be 
in  dismissing  one  of  your  children  from  her  ea*e  anjd  vigilance, 
and  committing  him  to  the  charge  of  an,ehtire  stranger,  voy- 
aging to  various  parts  of  the  world."   'A  tear  forced  its  way 
to  the  eyelid  of  the  Captain,  and  silently  passed  over  his  wea- 
ther-beaten cheek,  while  he  said,  "  Tru*  Madam,11 1  thought 
he  seemed  in  an  instant  transported  to  Salens  in  America,  and 
fancied  his  body  lyteg  in  *oine  ^aceot  burying  'ground. 
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white  his  widow  and  orphans  bad  to  contend  with  many 
adverse  circumstances  5  the  thought  of  this  pained  his  manly 
heart,   and  the  tear  involuntarily  bursting  from    his   eye, 
betrayed  the  propriety  of  his  feelings,  and  the  sympathy  of 
his  soul.     "  Surely/*  I  sold,  "  a  sailor  has  a  soul  like  another 
nian/'    My  mother  continued—-"  I  am  well  aware,  Sir,  that 
my  son  is  as  safe  under  Divine  protection  at  sea  as  on  shore. 
I  am  not  so  foolish  as  to  suppose  his  keeping  depemd*  on  hn 
being  near  me,  or  that  my  presence  could  prolong'  his  life,  if 
God  were  pleased  to  call  him.    No>  Sir,  I  have  buried  too 
many  children  to  allow  .of  my  indulging  such  ideas.     The 
desire  of  my  eyes  has  often  been  cut  down  at  a  stroke;  I  have 
followed  to  the  grave  sons  and  daughters,  dearer  to. me  than 
life  itself.    I  commit  therefore  my  dear  boy  into  the  Ixmfs 
hands,  and  trust  he  will  graciously  watch  over  him  on  the  land 
and  on  the  water,  in  burning  as  weH  as  Greeting  climates, 
and  in  dangers  of  every  kind.    I  know  the  eyes  of  the  Lord 
are  every  where,  and  his  providence  is  over  all  his  works.    1 
shall  pray  to  be  resigned  to  the  Divine  will,  and  follow  my 
boy  as  the  mother  of  Moses  did  when  she'  floated  her  child 
down  the  stream  in  an  ark  of  bulrusbeB«-H®itA  prayer*  and 
tears.'"    "  Really,  Madam,  I  think  you  have  no  reason  to  be 
concerned,  the  Almighty  will  certainly  take  care  of  yonr  son  j 
I  wish  I  had  so  good  a  mother.*'    "  I  have  nothing  to  boast 
of,  Sir,  I  am  only  a  poor  sinner,  saved  by  Divine  grace; 
what  I  have  said,  you  may  easily  suppose,  springs  from  a 
strong  maternal  affection,  now  more  particularly  brought  into 
exercise,  at  the  idea  of  parting  with  my  son." 

THE  APPRENTICESHIP. 

-  *'  Come,  mother,  now  let  Us  proceed  with  the  indentures*" 
The  business  was  soon  settled,  and  my  sea  apprenticeship 
arranged.  The  captain  gave  me  permission  to  see  my  friends, 
and  get  some  suitable  cloaths  ready,  and  then  ordered  me  to 
join  the  brig  at  Cherry  Garden  Stevrs.  I  cannot  omit  to  call  my 
reader's  attention  to  this  circumstance,  with  more  than  ordi- 
nary attention.  The  house  where  I  was  bound*  apprentice, 
has  a  sniall  shop  in  front,  at  the  corner  of  a  street,  a  few 
doors  from  the  Minories,  on  the  right  hand  side  coming  froen 
His  Majesty's  Mint.  It  is  known  to  many  persons  that  fur 
the  last  five  years  I  have  preached  to  multitudes  in  the  open 
air  at  London  annually,  from  a  conviction  that  many  poor 
sinners  may  thus  be  drawn  to  serious  consideration,  who 
never  attend  any  place  of  Divine  worship.    I  have  repeatedly 
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preached  to  thousand*  of  Attentive  nearers  nearly  opposite 
this  very  house,  and  sometimes  sent  to  this  shop  to  borrow  a 
chair  or  a  table  for  a  pulpit.    I  have  reason  to  know  that 
several  persons  have  cause  to  bless  God  for1  this  kind  of 
preaching;  but  how  improbable  such  a  circumstance  would 
have  seemed  on  the  day  in  which  I  was  bound  apprentice  to 
the  sea  for  seven  years.     How  wonderful  are  the  dispens- 
ations of  Providence  !*  I  was  soon  rigged  out  in  a  jacket  and 
trowsere,  and  joined  the  brig.    The  captain  intended,  as  soon 
as  he  came  to  live  on  board,  that  I  should  take  the  situation 
of  cabin  boy,  and  in  the  mean  time  a  black  boy  procured 
from  the  West  Indies  was  to  instruct  me.    I  had  now  to 
work  in  loading  the  vessel  from  morning  to  night,  or  accom- 
panying the  black  boy  in  pulling  the  boat  to  Iron  Gate  Stairs, 
and  back,  for  the  captain.    A  straw  bed,  stitched  up  in  an  old 
piece  of  canvass,  and  stretched  on  the  half  deck,  was  my 
couch  j  and  though  I  found  many  privations,  and  had  some 
hardships  I  did  not  expect,  yet  the  thought  of  being  a  sailor, 
and  going  abroad,  reconciled  me  to  every  thing.    The  fi*st 
sabbath  I  had  "  bent  my  new  rigging,"  as  the  sailors  term 
it,  1  appeared  in  the  gallery  of  Surrey  Chapel,  in  jacket  and  - 
trowsera :    I    was   greatly  attached  to   the  organ  gallery, 
where  I  had  been  accustomed  to  sit  as  a  Sunday  Schft& 
boy,  and  found  many  of  my  schoolfellows,  who  congratulate^ 
me  at  the  close  of  the  service,  that  t  was  going  so  fine  a  v^y* 
age.    I  continued  to  work  upon  the  Thames,  as  er%ailor  boy, 
3ome  weeks,  until  the  brig  was  ready  for  sea,  and  during 
that  time  had  once  very  nearly  perished.    A  few  boys  belong- 
ing to  other  ships,  and  myself,  pulled  through  the  bridges  to 
Vauxhall,  on   a  grand   gala   day,  and  followed  what  was 
termed  a  Neptune's  car,  drawn  by  sea  horses,  to  Battersea 
Bridge.    Enticed  by  others  I  landed  and  drank  to  excess,  and 
on  returning  about  10  o'clock  P.  M.,  when  shooting  London 
Bridge,  it  was  to  me  extraordinary  that  we  were  not  all  lost,, 
as  we  were  mere  boys. 


•  "  Canst, thou  by  searching  find  out  God?  Canst  tbou  find  out  the 
ftlmighty  to  perfection  ?  It  is  high  as  heaven :  what  canst  thou  do? 
deeper  than  hell:  what  canst  thou  know?  The  measure  thereof  is 
longer  than  the  earth,  and  broader  than  the  sea."  Paul  the  apostle 
attributes  such  immeasurable  dimensions  for  l)&  Divine  love,  as  Zophar 
here  ascribes  to  the  Divine  wisdom,  and  vet  recommends  it  to  our 
acquaintance.  "  That  ye  may  know  the  breadth,  and  length,  and 
(eptb,  aad  height,  of  the  lota  of  Christ."    JobxU    £ph4it. 


20 

-  '      THE  VOYAGE. 

I  took  leave  of  my  pious  mother  in  a  way  that  might 
be  expected  from  her  affection  and  devotion,  and  we  drop- 
ped down  the  river  to  Gravesend,  and  the  next  day  to 
the  Downs.  I  pass  over  here,  a  variety  of  curious  circum- 
stances in  the  life  of  a  cabin  boy,  and  shall  only  observe 
that  the  captain  gave  me  the  most  solemn-  assurances  of 
making  me  mate,  the  last  two  years  of  my  time,  and  getting 
me  the  command  of  an  American  ship  when  that  time  ex- 
pired, if  I  studied  navigation  well,  and  conducted  myself  with 
propriety.  I 'found  the  captain  passionate  and  rash  in  his 
expressions  j  but  his  general  conduct  to  me  was  of  such  1 
nature  as  to  endear  his  memory  even  to  this  day,  and  lead  ice 
to  the  conclusion,  that  he  who  fixes  the  bounds  of  oar 
habitation,  had  mercifully  ordered  that  my  lot  should  be  cast 
with  "a  master  and  crew  who  were  very  different  from  sailors 
in  general,  though  I  should  not  now  pronounce  them  reli- 
gious men.  Our  destination,  when  we  weighed  from  the 
Downs,  was  Surinam  in  the  West  Indies,  I  shall  only  mention 
two  circumstances  connected  with  this  voyage,  because  they 
"convey  some  instruction  to  young  sailors. 

I  was  one  of  tern  0011,  after  all  my  dishes  we're  washed  and 
stowed  away,  and  my  kettle  on  the  cabouse  for  cabin  tea, 
sitting  on  the  fore-castle  with  an  old  sailor.  I  had  a  Hate 
which  was  nearly  useless,  and  I  talked  of  sending  it  over- 
board to  Davy  Jones's  locker.  "  George,"  said  the  veteraa 
mariner,  "  let  me  give  you  a  piece  of  advice.  If  you  have 
any  thing  you  dont  immediately  want,  keep  it  seven  years 
and  see  if  you. still  can  pass  on  without  nestling  it,  then  keep 
it  seven  years  longer,  and  after  three  seven  years,  if  you  doitf 
want  it,  then  cast  it  overboard :  ttyis  is,  my  plan  with  an  old 
nail,  a  piece  of  twine,  or  any  thing  else  that  is  not  too  cum- 
bersome." I  laughed  at  his  advice ;  but  upon  making  ob- 
servations afterwards,  I  found  that  every  one  on  board,  when 
they  wanted  any  thing,  went  to  "  Old  Tom,"  and  he  W.* 
sure  to  produce  just  what  they  wanted  from  some  of  his  nu- 
merous lockers,  or  canvass  bags,  and  then  it  came  so  season- 
able. No  one  said  then,  t€  Tom  was  an  old  fool  for  taking 
such  trouble  about  trifles."  I  have  never  forgotten  Tom's 
maxim,  though  I  can't  say  I  have  followed  it;  but  I  was 
preaching  last  year  on  board  the  Ark,  at  Liverpool,  on  uV 
value  of  Divine  Promises,  to  a  most  crowded  assembly  of 
sailors,  when  <[  Old  Tom/s"  advice  suddenly  crowed  s»] 
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tind.  I  thought  it  suitable,  and,  as  usual  with  me  on  such* 
reasions,  I  immediately  mentioned  it,  and  made  the  applica- 
t>n  to  the  promises  of  God,  urging  my  brother  sailors  to 
easure  up  the  promise  on  which  I  had  been  preaching  for 
:v en  years,  and  then  for  seven  years  more,  and  they  might 
spend  upon  it  that  in  less  than  three  seven  years  they  would 
id  occasion  for  this,  and  for  every  promise  in  the  word  of 
od.  To  some  the  idea  may  appear  trifling;  I  continue, 
Dwever,  to  adopt  a  method  of  this  description  in  preaching, 
ecause  I  know  from  long  and  extensive  experience  it  excites 
tention,  and  fixes  instructions  more  powerfully  on  the 
lind.  ' 

CONTEST  WITH  QUAMINO. 

As  this  boy  had  to  quit  the  cabin  on  my  taking  possession, 
nd  was  consequently  deprived  of  many  little  privileges  he 
ad  before  enjoyed,  we  often  quarrelled.    One  day  we  were 
itting  on  the  cargo  of  bricks,  under  the  main  hatchway, 
-'hen  some  words  arose  and  he  abused  my  mother,  I  threw  a 
arpenter*s  plane  at  him,  and  nearly  cut  off  the  tops  of  my  • 
hree  fingers  in  my  eagerness  to  grasp  it,  we  fought  for  half 
n  hour,  and  I  kept  driving  him  forward  over  the  bricks, 
"he  men  heard  us  and  raised  us  up  to  the  forecastle  where 
hey  messed,  and  according  to  the  custom  of  sailors  they 
nade  us  sit  down  across  a  chest,  one  at  each  end,  and  con- 
in  ue  the  fight  in  this  position.    We  were  pretty  well  bruised 
for  he  was  a  stout,  spirited,  active  boy),  when  the  captain, 
tearing  a  noise  below,  called  out  for  us ;  Quamino  ran  up 
irst,  and  the  captain  enquired  what  we  were  about?  "  George 
ind  I  fighting,  Massa."     "  Very  well,  send  George  up  Y*     I 
umped  on  deck,  bruised  and  bleeding,  when  the  captain  said, 
r  What  have  you  been  about  V     I  had  wiped  off  the  blood 
uid  strove  to  hide  the  bruises ;  and  as  to  Quamino's  hard 
dack  face  there  were  many  bruises,  but  they  were  not  easily 
«en,  thinking  therefore  to  hide  it  from  the  captain,  and  not 
knowing  what  Quamino  had  said,  I  replied,  "  Nothing,  Sir." 
!  was  standing  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  quarter  deck,* 
when  he  instantly  gave  me  such  a  slap  on  the  cl^eek  as  sent 
ne  reeling  down  to  leeward  against  the  bulwark,  in  a  way 
i  shall  not  easily  forget.    He  looked  at  me  as  I  was  regaining 
my  legs,  and  said,  "  That's  for  telling  a  lie,  Sir;  Quamino, 
i  poor  heathen  slave,  told  the  truth,  and  you  call  yourself  a 
Christian,  and  lold  me  a  barefaced  lie."    Few.  yeara  of  my 
life  have  passed  since  this  affair,  but  I  have  felt  the  burning 
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heat  of  this  blow,  and  teen  ashamed  at  the  recollection  of  the 
captain's  very  just  reproof."    «  Now,  Sir,"  said  he,  **  fa  you 
are  both  fond  of  fighting,  you  shall  have  enough  of  it,  make 
rpom  .there  au  the  quarter  deck.     Come  aft  here  all  hands, 
and  now:  turn  too  both  of  you,  and  the  first  that  gives  in, 
start  him  (jo  the  mate)* frith  a  rope's  end."     We  were  ex- 
ceedingly unwilling  to  renew  the  combat  on  these  terms,  but 
there  was  no  alternative.    The  captain  declared  he  would 
have  no  fighting  In  his  ship ;  and  as  we  were  fond  of  it,  he 
insisted  that    we  should  both  have  a  bellyful  of    boxing, 
enough  to  last  us  all  the  voyage*    Compelled  to  meet,  we 
began  the  battle  again,  and  fought  for  some  time  desperately, 
I  suppose  to  let  them  see  we  could  fight,  but  soon  found  there 
was  a  vast  difference  in  fighting  now  and  fighting*  below. 
Then  it  was  for  our  own  pleasure,  now  it  was  for  the  captain's. 
Then  we  revenged  ourselves  upon  each' other,  now  the  cap- 
tain was  revenged  on  us  both...  Then  we  proposed  as  our 
object  the  boast  of  victory,  now  we  had  no  object  to  fight 
for  5  and  if  we  gave  in  we  should  be  flogged:  and  as  to  fight- 
ing until  we  had   a    bellyful,  Quamino  rightly  observed, 
"  Der  was  no  fun  in  dat."    We  were,  however,,  obliged  to 
proceed  until  we  both  became  weak  and  feint 5  but  no  water 
'  was  allowed*  us.    One  failed  and  had  the  rope's  eodV,  and  then 
another  failed  and  received  his  portion,  until  finding  it  was 
useless  to  go  on  in  this  manner,  and  both  of  us  feeling  that  we 
had  the  worst  of  it,  while  others  were  looking  on  and  laugh- 
ing, we  both  suddenly  gave  in,  and  dropping  on  our  knees 
'  begged  the  captain's  pardon,  assured  him  we  had  a  belly* 
fill  of  fighting,  and  if  he  would  forgive  us  we  would  never 
fight  again  in  the  ship.    With  this  understanding  he  forgave 
us,  promising  that  if  ever  we  started  the  same  game  we  mast 
take  a  third,  and  allow  him  to  come,  as  he  had  just  done, 
and  see  fair  play  and  settle  the  business ;   we  assured  him 
he  would  never  have  any  occasion  to  interfere  again,  and  the 
business  ended  very  much  to  our  mortification,'  and  greatly 
to.  the  amusement  of  all  on  board.    I  should  not  now  recom- 
mend the  captain's  conduct  for  imitation ;  but  it  eertaialy 
terrified  both  Quamino  and  myself  in  such  a  manner  that  *e 
never  offered  to  fight  afterwards. 

OFF  SURINAM. 

The  morning  was  exceedingly  fine  when  we  made  tfc> 
Island,  in  possession  of  the  Butch,  but  recently  ♦  blockaded 
bj  the  British.    We  were  surprised  to  find  ajtEnghsfeli* 
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battle  ship  at  anchor  off  the  harbour,  and  feared  that  we 
»uld  not  enter  Surinam  that  night  after  all  our  pleasing  ex* 
stations*  We.  hoisted  the  colours  of  the  United  States, 
liking  they  would  protect  us,  but  a  few  shots  across  our 
ws  convinced  us  that  we  must  run  up  and  speak  the 
lard  Ship  5  a  six-oared  cutter,  well  armed,  soon*  pulled  to- 
irds  us,  and  ordered  the  anchor  to  be  let  go  and  the  sails 
'led  within  a  convenient  range  of  shot  in  case  we  attempt- 
to  escape.  The  Captain  and  all  bis  papers  were  now 
tiered  on  board  His  Majesty's  Ship  Scipio,  sixty-four 
ins,  commanded  by  C— —  S D— — ,  Esq.,  (she  he- 
dged tp  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Hervejr.) 
lamino  and  myself  always  had  to  furl  the  top-gallant  sails, 
d  by  this  time  I  considered  myself  as  competent  to  the 
>rkes  my  old  antagonist.  This  afternoon  as  we  were  lay- 
g  near  an  English  nian-of-war,  I  suppose  he  and  I  both 
termined  we  would  let  the  English  see  what  we  could  do : 
bad  by  this  time  become  so  much  of  an  American,  that  I 
ready  talked  of  the  English  as  of  foreigners..  Quamino 
id  myself  were  unusually  smart  in  rolling  up  the  tep-gallant 
Us,  and  to  shew  how  adventurous  and  active  we  could  be,, 
o  continued  for  some  time  chasing  each  other,  from  rope 
rope,  and  dropping  at  the  risk  of  life  from  one  tp  another, 
'  swinging  in  and  out  of  the  ship  by  slack  ropes.  AU  this 
«t  me  dear  enough,  to  make  me  remember  what  the 
lilors  call  "  cutting  capers  to  curry  favours."  I  afterwards, 
iderstoed,  that  the  Captain  of  the  Scipio  walking  the  quar- 
r  deck  observed  me,  and  on  asking  our  Captain  what  boy 
lat  was,  he  said  he  was  an  English  lad  he  had  brought 
ora  London.  Captain  D.  immediately  said,  "  I'll  have  him 
ien."  Captain  Clark  tried  all  he  could,  assuring  him  Jhat  I 
as  his  apprentice,  and  he  understood  that  no  man-of-war 
>uld  impress  an  apprentice  out  of  a  merchant  ship.  Captain 
'•  had  however  formed  his  determination,  and  was  not  to  be 
laken.  Towards  the  evening  I  was  playing  at  marbles  on 
»e  deck  with  Quamino,  when  the  Mate  said,  "  George  take 
we  your  countrymen  don't  have  you."  I  laughed  at  it  and 
l»d  "  that  can't  be,  I  am  legally  bound  apprentice  to  Captain 
•lark  ;M  "  true"  said  he, "  but  you  are  not  in  the  river  Thames, 
J>n  are  in  the  West  Indies,  and  you'll  find  very  little  law  or 
'ospel  here,  a  Captain  of  a  man  of  war  will  do  as  he  pleases, 
nd  who  can  prevent  him  r "  r>  paid  no  attention^to  this,  *end 
bout  eight  o'clock  (as  I  bad  the  puddle  watch  from  twelve  to 
0Qfj  P.  M.)  I  turned  in  and  soon  fell  asleep ;  but  aj  nine 
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NAVAL  IMMORALITY, 

FAvut  over  this  portion  of  my  eventful  history,  to  fodi 
oce  more  at  the  verge  of  that  golph  on  which  I  now  stood. 
loodGod  what  an  awful,  what  a  melancholy  era  was  this  I 
i  could  I  have  escaped  this  grave  of  every;  virtue,  this  nest 
f  every  vice !  This  hold  of  every  foul  and  unclean  spirit, 
»is  caarnel  house  of  the  worst  of  "  dead  in  trespasses  and 
ns !"  Ah  what  miseries  should  I  have  avoided ;  to  what 
ices  should  I  have  been  a  comparative  stranger;  what 
tilt  should  I  not  have  propagated,,  and  what  groans  and 
ighs  and  tears  should  I  have  been  spared.  Ah !  the  evils  wita 
rhieh  I  have  pierced  and  wounded  a  tender  mother's  heart, 
Qui  death  closed  her  eyes  j  all  this  I  learnt  in  a  man  of 
rar.  My  God !  my  God !  This  heart  shall  not  cease  to 
Journ  until  my  latest  breath  over  the  baneful,  the  pcstilett- 
>*1  influence  of  that  worst  of  slavery,  that  hot-bed  of  human 
^ts,  that  most  notorious  sink  of  all  blasphemy  and  iniquity, 

man-of-war.  I  shall  have  reason  to  adore  for  ever  and 
v*r  the  riches  of  Sovereign  mercy  .which  saved  me  from 
**t  perdition  ioto  which  1  continually  saw  thousands  .of  my 
Mpmates  plunging,  and  on  the  brink  of  which  my  sins  so 
"***  placed  me :  yes,  there  was  but  a  step  between  me  ana 
verlasting  infamy  and  destruction,    I  enter  at  this  thai  oft 

Q*w  period  of  my  life  when  I  quitted  the  merchant  service 
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for  his  Majesty's  navy,  and  henceforward  spent  my  sea- 
faring days  in  a  man-of-war.    Some  apology  is  due  after  sud 
language  to  the  many  excellent  moral  and  pious  officers  who 
loot  forward  to  the  navy  a?  their  profession  for  life,  as  wit 
as  to  the  honourable  and  enlightened  characters  now  in  the 
naval  service,  who  are  using  aU  their  best  exertions  to  parity 
and  moralize  a  man-of-war.    In  my  preceding  remarks  I  al- 
lude principally  to  a  ship  of  war.,  as  it  was  twenty  years  since, 
and  know  that  many  and  great  improvements  have  take* 
place  on  board  within  that  period.     Some  in  particular  ha« 
enjoyed  such  regulations  and  such  examples  that  they  haft 
become  an  ornament. to  morality.     Nevertheless  it  will  re- 
quire immense  Herculean  labour  to  cleanse  this  augean  stable,] 
and  make  it  a  fit  school  for  youth.     On  this  subject  I  pre* 
sume  to  have  some  considerable  share  of  knowledge.   Wid 
the  interior  of  a  man-of-war  I  have  been  perfectly  acquainted 
from  tbfi  cabin  to  the  forecastle,,  bojh  as  an  officer  and  sea- 
man, and  not  merely  with  one  but  with  hundreds  of  ships  $ 
various  rates,  and  commanders  the  most  diverse  in  dispo- 
sition and  habits.     In  addition  to  this  I  have,  for  theli* 
twelve  years,  been  in  constant  correspondence  and  studvw 
this  business;  and  for  the -last  five  years  I  have  bees 
petually  writing,  travelling,  or  attending  public 
where  the  subject  has  Jbeen  most  fully  discussed.    The 
elusion .  on  my  iruad  from  all  these  things  .is,  that  a  main* 
war  never  can  be  respectable  or  moral  until  a  practice  tM 
degrades  and  disgraces  the  British  nation,  is  abolished  I 
allude  here  to  the  indiscriminate. and  shameful  admission ■ 
certain  depraved  characters  into  ships  of  war.  in  all  the  set 
ports  of  this  kingdom,  and  I  refer  the  Reader  to  a  pamphH 
published  on  the  subject,  called,!"  Statement  respecting  & 
Prevalence  of  Certain  Immoral  Practices  in  his  Majestf 
Navy ;  addressed  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Co* 
raissioners  of  .the  Admiralty.: — Hatchards,    1832.    Pp* 
and  40." 


>  IMPORTANT  REVIEW. 

w  *  * 

.  The  following  remarks  on  this  practice  are  from  theChnJ 
tian  Guardian,  a  Church  of  England  Magazine,  conducts 
by  most  respectable  clergymen  belonging  to  the  sstabb^* 
went. 


f  We  know  not  when  we  have  been  so  completely  shocked 
.  disgusted  by  any  circumstance  whatever,  as  by  the  peru- 
of  this  pamphlet  Our  first  impression  on  looking  into  it 
3,  that  some  well-meaning  but  injudicious  individual  had 
n  excited,  by  an  extreme  case  of  depravity,  to  inflict  an 
leserved  reproach  upon  the  whole  body  of  our  naval  com* 
riders ;  but,  as  we  proceeded  in  our  examination,  as  we 
apared  one  circumstance  with  another,  and  conversed  with 
ae  esteemed  and  valuable  friends,  intimately  acquainted 
,h  or  actually  belonging  to  the  navy,  instead  of  pronounc- 
;  the  publication  a  false  and  scandalous  libel,  we  are  corn- 
led  to  declare  our  full  conviction  that  the  Articles  of  War, 
>  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  Government  of  the  Navy,  and 
t  Royal  Proclamation  for  the  Suppression  of  Vice,  are  at 
s  moment  grossly  violated  on  board  his  majesty's  fleet ; 
d  we  therefore  deem  it  our  bounden  duty  to  protest  against 
e  existing  evils,  and  to  'calk  upon  all  within  the  circle  of 
r  influence  to  exert  themselves  for  the  production  of  a 
nedy. 

"  To  some,  indeed,  of  our  readers  these  immoral  practices 
ay  at  first  sight  appear  foreign  to  our  publication ; — they 
e  confined,  it  may  be  said,  to  a  narrow  space,  and  affect 
ly  a  small  part  of  the  community.  But  this  is  by  no  means 
e  ease.  Imjnense  multitudes  of  our  countrymen  are  hi  one 
*y  or  other  connected  with  the  naval  service.  A  very  large 
oportion  of  our  seamen  serve  during  some  part  or  other  of 
eir  lives  on  board  ships  of  war ;  their  relations  and  friends 
e  dispersed  throughout  the  land ;  and  it  will  therefore  be 
and,  on  a  careful  investigation,  that  corrupt  and  disgraceful 
actices  cannot  exist  in  our  naVy  without  diffusing  their 
ineful  influence  in  every  class  of  society.  And  when  we  con- 
fer how  many  of  the  junior  branches  of  respectable  families 
re  educated  for  the  naval  service ;  hew  many  persons  in  mi- 
fery  and  civil  departments  occasionally  sail  on  board  his 
lajeaty's  ships ;  and  how  great  is  the  effect  which  our  officers 
D<1  seamen  produce  on  colonial  and  missionary  establish- 
leQta,  to  say  nothing  of  the  tendency  of  their  conduct  in 
>reign  ports  and  harbours ;  it  will  be  surely  allowed,  that 
«  existence  of  any  base  and  degrading  practice  in  our  navy 
<*y  well  cal)  forth  the  just  animadversions  of  a  Christian; 
»uarduui, 
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I  NAVAL  YOUTH. 

u  Nor  is  our  interference  merely  voluntary.  We  1 
called  upon  to  step  forward  and  render  all  our  aid 
dare  ftot  refuse  the  call.  The  subject,  indeed,  is  rj 
ful  and  delicate ;  and  we  can  scarcely  be  intelligible 
offending1  the  feeling*  of  some  of  our  readers ;  1 
most  guarded  allusions  which  we  can  make  are  disti 
the  virtuous  mind/  how  horrible  must  be  the  scenes 
they  refer,  and  what  painful  emotions  must  be  excl 
breast  of  a  pious  parent  -on  '  the  reflection,  that  f 
view  of  those  awfii  scenes  iie  has  introduced  an  a  I 
and  an  ingenuous  child  1  At  the  samct  "tie  it  is  of  tl 
importance,  that  suehv, persons  should  be  Qcquah 
things  as  they  are  3  tljafc  parents  and  guardian,  t 
mate  and  responsible  advisers  of  youth;  should  u 
what  is  the  actual  state  of  that  service  to  which 
about  to  introduce  their  charge.  To  their  careful, 
vale  perusal  we  earnestly  recommend  this  stateme 
not  intended  for  general  reading;  It  ought  not  to 
the-  table,  but  it  demands  a  serious  examination. - 
our  entreaties  prevail,'  to  adopt  the  language  of 
qualified,  by  many  years'  experience,  to  speak  with  j 
*we  would  conjure  every  fhther  of  afarfiity,  and  e 
ther,  who  is  thinking  of  sending  a  son  into  the  navyj 
from  the  bosom  of  their  household,  and  read  over  t 
ment  in  their  own  chamber.  * .  It  is  the  bounden  duty 
parent  who  has,  or  who  intends  to  have,  a  son  on 
riian-of-war,  to  become*  acquainted  with  its  conte 
tiius  to  form  a  faint  idea  of  those  polluting  seem 
J^laapfeeSbaus  and  unclean  speeches,  those  brutal i: 
abominable  transactions,  that  will  assail  their  chil 
very  day  they  first  embark,  .and. which  will  continue 
their  imaginations,  and  force  themselves  on  their  e 
ears,  and  heart,  so  long  as  they  continue  on  froarc 
his  Majesty's  ships.'  • 

•  "  And  here  we  cannot  help  paying  our  tribute  to  tl 
judgment  and  discretion  of  the  authors  of  this  pi 
'It  was  originally  prepared' for  general  circulation, 
individuals  not  belonging  to  the  navy 5  who,  having 
acquainted  with  the  evils  which  it  exposes,  had  ii 
with  a  view'  to  their  removal,  to  lay  it  before  tin 
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efore,  however,  this  step  should  be  tajcen,  it  appeared  to 
em  to  be  their  duty  to  submit  it  to  the  consideration  of  the 
nrd$  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty;"  presuming  th»£ 
eir  Lordships'  knowledge  of  these  transactions  must  be 
iperfect,  and  believing  that  it  is  in  their  Lordships*  power 
apply  an  effectual  remedy  to  the  evils  which  the  Statement 
>n tains;  and  at  the  same  time  intimating,  that,  should 
*ir,Lordships  adopt  the  measures  necessary  to  such  an  end, 
>e  writers  would  consider  their  labours  as  successfully  termi- 
ited,  and  would  of  course  suppress  anjptfarther  publication. 
o\v  it  is  that  such  a  Statement  should  have  been  laid  before 
te  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  for  so  many 
tonths,  and  the  practices  still  continue,  we  are  at  a  loss  to 
mceive.*    Their  Lordships  cannot  be,  and  are  not,  insen- 

*  The  first  edition  of  the  Statement,  which  was  only  privately 
rcnlated,  is  dated  August,  1821.  The  second  edition  is  preceded 
f  the  following  Advertisement* 

"  The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  having  deemed  it  inexpedient  to 
lopt  any  measures  for  preventing  the  evils  which  this  Statement 
u  drawn  up  to  expose,  it  is  now  thought  necessary  to  present  it, 
ith  slight  modifications*  to  the  public. 

"  In  the  very  limited  circulation  which  the  following  Statement 
is  had,  we  understand  that  several  objections  have  been  urged 
fainat  itv 

M  1st  It  has  been  met  by  a  general  denial  of  the  truth  of  the  facts 
ated. 

"  2dly.  It  has  been  said,  that  the  Statements,  though  partially 
«e,  have  been  much  exaggerated. 

'*  Sdly.  It  is.  asserted,  that,  thongh  the  particular  facts  may  be 
™,  yet  it  does  not  follow  that  the  general  practice  of  the  navy  is 
ich  as  has  been  described. 

"  To  the  first  objection  we  can  only  say,  that  we  have  not  stated 
tingle  fact  that  we  are  not  prepared  to  prove,  by  the  testimony  of 
ival  officers. of  the  highest  character  and  respectability,  if  an  in- 
ury  should  take  place  before  a  competent  tribunal. 
"  To  the  second  objection  we  reply,  that  we  have  received  many 
'mmnoications,  from  experienced!  officers,  who  have  seen  the  fol- 
ding sheets,  asserting,  that,  so  far  from  having  overstated  the 
lormtties  which  exist,  we  have  fallen  short  of  the  troth:  and,  in- 
■ed,  we  could  multiply  the  Statement  of  dUgusting  scenes  without 
td*  did  we  not  think  fit,  for  obvious  reasons,  to  abstain  from 

»tWRSO. 

14  To  the  third  objection  we  reply,  that  we  challenge  inquiry,  and 

*  prepared  to  prove  (if  It  should  become  necessary,  by  specifying 

*  eajfee  of  ships  and  commanders),  that,  with  the  exception  of  one 
■  two  ships,  the  practice  .we  complain  of  has  been,  and  mi  this 
*****  actually  u,  general  in  all  our  portly  when  ships  are  either 
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•  •  • 

sible  to  the  general  welfare  and  honour  of  his  J 
navy.  They  cannot  but  feel  themselves  bound  to  en 
Acts  of  Parliament  and  Articles  of  War,  .and  establ 
gulations  of  the  service.  As  men  and  as'  Christian; 
fathers  of  families,  they  must  be  desirous  of  repress 
tices  endangering  the  future  peace  and  domestic  eo 
their  own  children  and  relations.  How,  then,  such 
meat  should  be  made  to  their  Lordships  a  year  age 
notice  taken  of  it  in  any  way,  is  most  unaccounta 
are  willing,  indeed,  to  hope  that  some  officious 
secretary  has  laid  the  Statement  aside  among  otl 
portant  papers ;  or,  in  short,  to  adopt  any  other  su 
which  may  relieve  their  Lordships  from  the  serious 
bility  of  disregarding  such  lamentable  proceedings, 
it  remembered,  that  the  Statement  is  either  true  < 
If  false^  the  writer,  printer,  publisher,  and  circuit 
are  guilty  of  a  scandalous  libel,  traducing  His 
navy,  and  wounding  the  character  and  peace  and  c< 
many  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  and  servants ;  and 
the  libellers  ought  to  be  prosecuted  and  punished, 
the  evil  is  intolerable  > — it  must  be  remedied.  We 
measured  language  :  we  speak  with  confidence;  i 
thank  God*  a  free  press,  and  an  enlightened  public 
enquiring  Parliament  5  and  if  the  fear  of  God  does  1 
pel  men  to  act,  we  are  well  aware  the  fear  of  men  1 

NAVAL  LAWS  DISREGARDED. 

"  After  these  very  strong  and  appropriate  remarks, 
viewer  briefly  details  the  dreadful  and  immoral  pr 
the  navy,  that  has  called  forth  those  remarks.  f  J 
points  are  established  in  the  pamphlet  before  us,  by  tl 
ments  of  respectable  officers,  whose  declarations  cod 
most  appalling  body  pf-  evidence.  We  have  alway 
dered  the  situation  of ,  a  youth  on  board  a  King's 
highly  dangerous  in  a  religious  point  of  view.  fl 
that  few  ordinances,  few  means  of  grace,  were  to 
joyed  5  and  we  could  not  be  wholly  ignorant  of  1 

fitting  for  sea,  or  arrive  from  their  stations.    We  do  not  n$t 
jit  exists  in  the  same  extent  in  the  guard-ships,  or  in  those 
actually  on  their  respective  stations, 
"  London,  April,  1889/'. 


ose  snares  to  which  he  would  be  exposed.  Yet  We  hal  no 
inception  of  such  things  as  this  Statement  brings  to  light, 
e  have  heard,  indeed,  our  ships  styled  floating  hells;  and 
tve  known,  other  strong,  and,  as  it  appeared  to  us,  scarcely 
sttfiable  expressions  made  use  of  with  respect  to  our  navy  $ 
tt  we  had  no  realizing  view,  no  idea  of  the  actual  state  of 
e  case  until  this  pamphlet  fell  in  our  way.  Nor  could  we 
ive  conceived,  previously  to  the  perusal  of  this  work,  and 
lr  conversation  and  correspondence  with  officers  on  whom 
e  can  depend  *,  that  such  gross  violation  of  the  Articles  of 
rar  f ,  of  the  printed  instructions  given  to  every  commis- 

•  "  I  could  tell  you  as  many  inch  dismal  tales  as  would  611  a 
riunie,  and  every  man  that  ever  sailed  in  a  King's  ship  for  a  few 
iars  could  furnish  a  like  quantity."— Letter  to  the  Editor. 

t  A  VISIT  TO  THE  CONQUEROR,  74. 

• 

I  could  add  many  striking  facts  that  have  come  und^r  my  own 
now  ledge  much  more  alarming  to  morality  than  any  furnished  by 
lis  statement,  horrid  as  they  all  are :   but  I  will  confine  myself  to 
tie.    About  three  years  since,  being  at  Chatham  with  my  worthy 
iend  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brown  of  South  Ockenden,  who,  like  myself,  had 
jrraerly.  been  in  the  navy,  we  went  alongside  the  Conqueror  74, 
ut  come  in  with  Admiral  PI  ampin  from  the  naval  command  at  St. 
leleua,  over  Napoleon  Buonaparte.    She  had  suffered  much  by  sick- 
ess  and  death,  but  seemed  to  be  well  manned  when  we  were  on 
oard.    After  some  explanation  with  the  commanding  officer,  we 
ere  permitted  (as  ministers  of  the  gospel,  who  had  formerly  betih 
■  die  naval  service,)  to  walk  round  the  main  and  lower  deck.    A 
cry  civil  lieutenant  soon  joined  us,  and  politely  conducted  us  .through 
lie  ship.    The  appearance  and  language  of  several  most  abandoned 
reatures  from  the  shore  soon  fixed  our  attention,  and  excited  our 
eepedt  horror.   The  lieutenant  observing  this  said,  "  These  are  very 
upleasant  scenes  fojr  you,  gentlemen,  but  we  are  obliged  to  permit 
licm  in  a.  man  of  war;  we  had  about  400  of  these  unhappy  creatures 
a  board  at  Portsmouth,  but  I  suppose  more  than  one  hundred  went 
n  shore  before  we  sailed,  and  the  rest  you  see  on  board  are  waiting 
ntil  the  ship  is  paid  off,  when  each  one  of  them  will  get  all  she  can 
rom  the  sailor  to  whom  she  attaches  herself."    We  paused  a  moment 
o  meditate  on  this  truly  awful  circumstance.    A  whole  sbip'&*com- 
>any  uearly  ruined  by  this  abominable  practice.    We  knew  that  no 
"iugs  on  earth  abound  in  such  horrid  language  and  allusions  as  these 
fergom  do,  who  are  accustomed  for  years  to  the  very  worst  haunts 
*f  guUt  on  shore,  and  the  most  abandoned  men  in  different  ships  of 
*ar ;  and  these  were  the  characters  admitted  on  board  after  the 
nost  dreadful  mortality  had  prevailed  on  the  station,  and  the  officers 
"id  crew  came  into  harbour  loaded  with  Divine  mercies.    "  I  said, 
4a* !"  Sir,  "  I  find  a  man-of-war  is  still  the  same  in  morals  as  she 

n  a 


stoned  officer,  *nd  lastly  of  His  Majesty's  froclam 
the  Suppression  of  Vice  and  Immorality,  could  posj 


twenty  years  ago."  "  Why,"  do  Sir,  sai4  the  Keutei 
have  lome  religion  on  board,  tor  Admiral  Plampin  freqi 
Divine  service  performed  on  oar  passage  home  of  a  Su 
tarried  away  with  feelings  of  disgust,  that  I  have  no  wo 
scribe,  bat  laid,  "  Well,  Sir,  and  since  yon  hare  called  t 
men  aft  to  hear,  *  Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery,7  am 
them  to  worship  God,  yon  cast  off  religion  at  Portsi* 
throw  open  the  messes  of  the  ship  to  four  hundred  of  tin 
graded  and  viclons  of  the  human  race,  and  in  effect  say 
board  the' very  dregs  of 'guilt  and  infamy,  and  teach  our 
your  language  and  conduct  how  they  can  most  effectually  fig 
God,  hate  religion,  serve  the  devil,  and  go  to  hell.  Wha 
feeling  mockery  of  religion  is  this!  'What  is  your  religio 
if  you  meaut  to  give  this  permission  when  you  arrived  in  p 
turning  towards  these  wretched  creatures,  who  were  withi 
I  said,  "  If  you  had  had  the  holiest  man  that  ever  breathed, 
to  you  on  yonr  passage  home,  and  if  you  had  been  favodre 
most  angelic  discourses,  and  the  most  exemplary  chaplain, 
enough  there,  Sir,  to  destroy  all  the  precepts  and  examp! 
stnictions  that  could  be  given,  and  your  Divine  service  Is 
totally  useless,  for  Satan  now  reigns,  uncontrolled,  froi 
stern.  All  the  officers  treated  us  kindly,  and  we  gave  b< 
ward-room  and  the  gun-room.  On  leaving  the  ship  we  h 
putt  down  to  Sbeerness,  and  I  can  never  forget  the  gloon 
*  sion  oa  my  mind  all  the  way,  from  the  scene  we  had  wit 
.  wept  silently  at  different  times  tears  of  pity,  of  grief,  and  c 
melancholy  over  a  British  man-of-war,  as  Christ,  my  adoi 
ttr,  wept  over  the  guilty  city  of  Jerusalem. 

Mr.  Brown  and  myself  were  also  much  employed  in  loo 
to  past  times,  when  on  this  river  (the  Med  way).  At  She* 
Chatham  we  were  once  guilty,  hardened,  prayerless  sailoi 
of- war,  involved  in  the  common  guilt  of  the  crew.  The  si 
Conqueror  had  greatly  affected  one  hearts,  and  when  we  c 
that  we  had  just  come  from  forming  a  society  for  pro  mot  in 
among  sailors  and  soldiers  at  Chatham,  and  that  we  were 
Sbeerness  with  the  seme  intention,  the  contrast  was  strj 
doctrine  of  Divine  sovereignty  and  grace  was  deeply  iraprei 
each  involuntarily  exclaimed,  as  we  surveyed  the  well  know 
of  the  Med  way,  Lord,  why  me  !  why  should  I  be  selected! 

t(  Why  war  I  made  to  hear  thy  voice, , 
And  enter  while  there's  room, 
While  thousands  make  a  wretched  eha[ce 
And  rather  starve  than  come." 

After  comparing  notes  with  each  other,  and  finding  we  w 
greatly  humbled  with  this  consideration,  we  joined  in  add 
fmn  Pf  aUtfnguitfrtflf  mercy,  that  made  us  heirs  of  Hea 
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been  manifested  \>J  any  portion  of  the  officers  of  the  British 
navy.*  It  wduld  really  seem  as  if  many  of  our  naval  com- 
manders had  combined  together  to  act  in  direct  opposition  to, 
mid  contempt,  not  onty  6f,  the  W6rd  of  God,  but  of  the 
very  letter  and  sfpirit  of  the  regulations  of  the  Admiralty 
The  Regulations  and  Articles  of  War  are  in  unison  with 
each  other,  and  with  His  Majesty's  Lite  Proclamation,  and 
as  with   one  voice  they  direct   and   command  "  all  flag 
officers,  and  all  persons  belonging  to  His  Majesty's'  ships 
and  vessels  of  war,  to  abstain  from  profane  oaths,  curses, 
execrations,  drunkenness,  uncleanness,  and  other  scandalous 
actions,  which  are  in  derogation  of  God's  honour  and  corrup- 
tion of  good  manners,  under  pain  of  suffering  such  punish- 
ment as  a  court-martial  may  think  fit  to  inflict.    His  Ma- 
jesty's late  Proclamatrpri  expressly  "  charges  and  commands 
all  commanders  and  others  employed  in  the  public  service, 
either  by  sea  or  land,  that  they  take  care  to  avoid  alt  profane- 
ness,  debauchery,  and  other  immoralities;  and  that  they  do,  by 
their  own  gooA  and  virtuous  lives  and  conversation,  set  good 
examples  to  all  such  as  are  under  their  care  and  anthority $ 
and  that  they  likewise  take  care  of  and  inspect  the  behaviour 
of  all  such  as  are  under  them,  and  punish  all  those  who  shall 
be  guilty  of  any  of  the  offences  aforesaid,  as  they  will  be  an- 
iwerable  for  the  ill  consequences  of  their  neglect  therein." 
Vnd  yet,  in  defiance  of  all  these  orders,  laws,  and  proclama- 
ions,  the  greater  part  of  our  ships  of  war  are,  while  in  port, 
iterally  filled  with  the  most  abandoned  characters  ;  such  as 

fere  by  nature  "  the  children  of  wrath/'  even  as  those  poor 
rretcbed  sinners  we  had  seen  on  board  the  Conqueror.  Our  con- 
*r*ation  was  profitable,  our  souls  were  warmed  with  the  love  of 
tad,  we  admired  the  rich  banquet  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  and 
re  sung : 

u  'Twas  the  same  grace  that  spread  the  feast, 
That  sweetly  forced  us  in, 
Else  we  bad  still  refused  to  ta4te, 
And  perished  in  our  sin. 

Pity  poor  sailors,  6  oft?  Co<d  I 

Constrain  them  «#t$*Cj»ie, 
Send  thy  vietotiriou*  Qyace  abroad, 

And  bring  (fcei&.«  Strangers"  Vfyv&e, 

We  long  to  see  our  "  BetheJ»"4blV 
fbat  all  this  hardy  race, 
May  with  one  voice,  and  heart  *»4  JOftlj  •'. . 
fling  toy  redeeming  Grace,  '{jfriftlt 
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three  or  four  hundred  wretched  females,  of  the  rer 

description.  -  How,  when  persons  read  this  statement,  a 

suit  such  officers  and  gentlemen  as  we  have  appealed 

moreover  when  they  journey  down  to  Portsmouth,  PI 

or  Sheerness,  and  there  see  and  judge  for  themsel 

ultimately  become  sensible  that  the  evil  is  beyond  desc 

when,  we  say,  they  have  done  this,  will  they  .not  w 

and  indignation  ask,  how  the  captains  and  commam 

permit  such  vices,  can  justify  their  conduct  either  tc 

their  country  in  general,  or  to  the  Admiralty  and  th 

reign  in  particular }  Will  they  not  ask,  in  what  light 

commanders  view,  the  regulations  and  laws   whi 

*  framed  for  the  express  purpose  of  sweeping  away  tl 

abominations  which  they  criminally  encourage  ?     A 

their  astonishment  .will  not  be  diminished  when  1 

that  these  offending'  commanders  endeavour  to  juj 

disobedience  to  the  laws  of  God  and  their  country  b 

that  the  well-being,  the  peace,  and  safety,  nay  the  v 

ence  of  our  navy  depends  on  this  indulgence,  this  b 

and  abominable  course  of  things,  being  allowed  tc 

its  long-accustomed  way !  ! !    This  is  what  many  of 

common  conversation,  have  the  hardihood  to  adva 

this  is  what  we  call  a  compound  of  presumption  i 

which  deserves  no  other  answer  than  that  which  thi 

laws  of  the  land,  the  slighted  regulations  issued  b 

miralty,  and  the  insulted  Proclamation  of  the  Kii 

best  pronounce  by  inflicting  such  punishment  as 

declared  such  conduct  and  such  sentiments  merit, 

we  may  ask,  did  the  Admiralty  Board  frame  regula 

the  Senate  enact  laws,  and  did  His  Majesty  issue  a  ] 

tion,  to  be  considered  a  mere  dead  letter,  or,  wh 

more  preposterous,  to  be  contemned  or  trampled  u 

as  foolish  and  unsafe  ?  Indeed  we  feel  it  is  high  tim 

government  should  interfere,  lest  a  certain  class  of 

commanders   begin  to  imagine  themselves  wisdo 

born  children,  and  conclude  "that  all  true  policy  a 

discipline,  all  right  rule  and  good  government,  will 

while  they  live,  and  depart  when  they  "Sick     The  wc 

us  meets,  on  Christian  and  on  argumentative  groun 

excuses  and  pleas  which  are  urged  in  vindication  o 

ation  of  the  immoral  practices  complained  of,  and  w 

not  to  say  that  it  completely  refutes  them  all. 

tx  But  a  reply,  which  to  some  may  appear  still  i 
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lustre,  may  be  given  to  this  objection,  drawn  from  actual 

xperiment.    Several  officers,  who  have  conceived  that  their 

luty  to  God  and  to  the  King  rendered  it  incumbent  on  them 

o  exclude  prostitutes  from  their  ships,  have  done  sa  without 

iroducing  any  disorder.    In  three  recent  instances,  we  have 

xrcasioo.  to  know  that  the  evil  was-  put  an  end  to  without 

utciting  a  single  murmur,  or  causing  a  single  desertion.*    In 

>ne  of  them,  the  ship's  company  was  paid  two  years*  wages  ; 

md  though  they  had  free'  liberty  to  go  on  shore,  when  the 

luty  of  the  ship  permitted  it,  not  one  deserted."    In  fact,  the 

sailors  themselves  are  deeply  sensible  of  the  miserable  conser 

nuances  of  the  present  system :  for,  what  is  the  result  ? 
i 

SAILORS  DEFILED  AND  RUINED. 

Men  who  have  been  labouring  hard  for  years,  who  have 
large  sums  due  lo  them  for  pay  or  prize-money,  are  en- 
tangled., and  plundered,  and  stripped  of  every  thing  in  con- 
sequence of  the  overwhelming  force  of  the  temptations  to 
which  they  have  been  exposed  by  the  existing  practice •,  f 
instead  of  being  able  to  visit  their  friends,  and  quietly  enjoy 
with  them  the  hard-earned  fruits  of  their  dangers  and  their 
toils,  they  are  often  compelled,  poor,  and  diseased,  and  dis- 
graced, and  with  hearts  overflowihg  with  bitterness  and  de- 

*  In  on*  instance  the  captain  merely  expressed  bis  wishes ;  in 
another,  the  order  was  given  without  assigning  any  reason  for  it ; 
and  in  a  third,  the  commanding  officer  stated  to  the  crew  his  motives 
for  abolishing  the  vile  custom.  In  all  these  three  cases  the  arrange- 
ment was  acquiesced  in  without  a  murmur';  and  it  is  worth  record- 
ing, that  in  one  of  these  ships  the  sailors  universally  declared  their 
approbation  below  decks,  observing  that  the  captain  was  right,  &c. 

t  u  Let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that,  whilst  the  Legislature  is  recon*- 
sending  and  regulating  Saving  Banks  to  the  rest  of  the  community, 
an  a  means  of  promoting  the  comfort  and  independence  of  the  labour- 
ing classes,  the  poor  sailor  is  provided  with  an  almost  irresistible 
temptation  to  forestal  his  hard-earned  pittance ;  and  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  his  services,  which  England  ought  to  know  how  to  appreciate, 
*«  JhuU  himself  a  beggar!  robbed  and  gulled  out  of  every  shilling  by 
Jews  and  prostitutes,  with  the  chance  of  begging  his  bread  to  his  parish 
(and  perhaps  to  the  home  that  he  had  left  with  regret,  and  anxiously 
looked  forward  to  return  to  as  a  place  of  rest  daring  his  long  banish- 
ment), or  returning  again  into  a  scene  which  experience  has  taught 
him  to  abhor ;  but  m  which  he  will,  through  false  shame,  be  induced 
to  repeat  the  same  excesses,  untitle  becomes  completely  hardened 
in  nice/'— Extract  from  a  Pott  C4ptain'$  Letter. . 
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spatr,  to  encounter  fresh  dangers  and  fresh  labours* ; 
tnis  misery  might,  in  a  Very  large  proportion  of  ca 
prevented  by  the  commander  of  a  Ship  merely  saying, 
none  but  modest  women  should  be  suffered  to  come  o 
his  shipj'*  or  by  the  Admiralty  merely  writing  one 
say,  "  that  officers  transgressing  the  eleventh  article 
Additional  Instructions  should  be  tried  by  a  court-ma 

We  have  not,  however,  room  to  enlarge :  the  Stj 
proves,  and  we  have '  abundance  of  additional  eviden 
firming  its  declarations,  that  the  present  system  has 
tendency  to  subvert  the  loyalty,  obedience,  and  djs< 
of  the  seamen  ;  that  it  leads  to  the  very  evils  whicl 
fesscs  to  remedy ;  and  that  its  continuance  is  in  a  en 
of  view  as  impolitic,  as  in  a  religious  it  is  criminal. 

We  call,  therefore,  upon  every  one  who  has  any  rei 
the  honour  of  God  and  of  religion,  any  gratitude  i 
brave  men  who  have  encountered  unnumbered  hards] 
dangers  in  our  defence,  to  step  forward,  and  use  the  ii 
which  they  possess  to  terminate  these  abominations. 
of  our  admirals  and  our  captains  have  dared  to  be  s 
and  have  exhibited  a  bright  and  brave  example  of  m 
cipline.  and  Christian  conduct  in  their  own  vessels, 
surrounded  by  a  fleet  of  ships  in  which  the  most  av 
moralities  were  committed.    Let  others  imitate   tl 
ample,  let,  Christians  exert  their  influence;  and  then, 
of  all  that  the  impure  and  the  unholy  may  devise, 
proach  shall  be  rolled  away  from  our  land,  and  the 
ments  in  so  great  a  work  will  hav6  a  name  to  live,  v 
the  fame  of  their  unchristian  comrades  is  lost   in 


*  "  The  whole  effect  that  may  have  been  prodnced  on  the 
a  acaraan,  by  the  qnietnreading  of  the  word  of  God,  or  by  the 
of  a  chaplain,  during  a  lengthened  voyage,  is  destroyed  pe 
an  hour  on  returning  to  his  native  shores.  In  this  case  he  is 
into  the  midst  of  temptations  and  snares,  which  th$  resolu 
may  have  been  led  to  form  may  prove  too  feeble  to  resist 
hopeful  prospeet  of  moral  improvement  may  thus  be  blast* 
he  may  become  only  the  more  hardened  in  iniquity  for  having 
stifle  the  convictions  of  an  awakened  conscience  and  the 
strance  of  a  more  enlightened  judgment"— iSfaJetfwmf. 

t  "  Our  ship  came  into  port  after  a  long  voyage  in  perfec 
Punishment  h$d  not  been  inflicted  for  months :  we  had  not  | 
drunkenness,  swearing,  or  other  disorder ;  but  daring  oar  stay  i 
the  vessel  became  a  scene  of  the  most  disgraceful  disorder, 
was  trot  until  long  after  our  return  to  *e*  that  discipline  e< 
reitored."— from  o  East  Capttin, 
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fulness  j  for,  most  assuredly,  they  that  Jionour  God,  he 
will  honour, — but  tfiey  that  despise  him,  shall  be  lightly 
esteemed." 

Thus  far  the  respectable  Editor  laid  before  the  Public  his 
powerful  protest  against  this  great  national  nuisance  and 
disgrace.  Some  months  have  passed  over  since  it  appeared, 
and  I  believe  no  notice  whatever  has  beep  taken  of  either  the 
tT  Statement,  or  the  Review,"  to  remedy  the  evil/  excepting 
by  ar  few  zealous  friends  to  religion  and  morality. 

I  did  venture  to  predict,  the  moment  1  first  read  the  State- 
ment, that  the  abomination  complained  of  would  never  be 
removed  but  by  the  force  of  public  opinion,  respectfully  and 
legally,  but  firmly,  and  with  unshaken  perseverance,  ad- 
dressed to  the  several  legislative  branches  of  our  National 
Constitution. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  the  knowledge  of  this  alarming 
evil  should  be  locked  up  in  the  Statement  aud  the  Review,  or 
confined  to  the  comparative  limited  circulation  of  these 
works.  I  am  happy  to  have  this  opportunity  of  bringing 
them  forward  into  more  general  notice ;  and  as  nothing  is 
more  effectual  than  a  Tract,  extensively  circulated,  I  do  most 
earnestly  entreat  of  every  friend  to  decency  and  morality,' 
that  they  will  me  all  possible  exertion  to  circulate  this  Trad  in 
every  direction,  and  thus  lay  the  basis  of  some  more  general 
expression  of  popular  feeling,  on  this  daring  defiance,  of  every 
thing  that  is  chaste,  holy,  and  divine. 

THE  PRESS  MASTER. 

In  the  selection  of  circumstances  I  have  considered  ma- 
terial to  detail,  I  had  represented  the  Scipio's  boat  along 
aide  the  Betsy  Brig,  with  an  order  for  my  impressment  into 
the  king's  service.  I  quitted  the  mate,  wh6  was  sitting 
on  a  hen-coop,  and  told  me  he  feared  intercession  with 
tlic  officer  would  be  of  no  avail.  I  hastened  down  to  the 
rabin  and  saw  a  stout  hardy  looking  officer,  who,  in  a  hoarse 
commanding  tone  of  *oice,  to  which  I  had  never  been  ap- 
customed,  called  out,  "  Come,  come,  bear  a  hand,  tum- 
ble up  there,  get  your  things  into  the  boat  as  fast  as  yotr 
can,  show  a  leg  *  now,  and  let's  be  oft"    This  peremp- 

*  This  is  a  mode  of  expression  in  tbe  ngvy  by  the  boatswain  when 
bt  U  calling  the  crew  np  from  their  bamnftfcks  j  that  by  snowing  a  leg 
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tory  order  was  quite  alarming  to  me,  and  bursting  into 

I  imVeated  the  captain  to  save  me,  I  remonstrated  wi 

officer  that  being  legally  bound  apprentice,  and  unc 

protection  of  the  American  flag,  and  in  the  American  s 

he  had  no  right  to  press  me.  -  All  this  he  laughed  a 

another  glass  of  grog  and  some  cold  meat,  and  repeate 

brisk,  my  lad,  bear  a  hand,  jump  into  the  boat  and  we 

all  this  business  when  we  get  on  board  the  Sciplo." 

truly  there  was  but  little  law  in  the  West  Indies,  as  tl 

told  me.    The  strongest  are  ruled  in  the  most  arbitra 

ner ;  and  justice,  I  afterwards  learnt,  was  as  little  ki 

some  parts  of  the  islands  as  it  was  in  a  man-of-war. 

tain  very  l^indly,  and  in  a  very  different  tone  from  thi 

spoke  to  me,  expressed  his  fears  that  we  must  part, 

row  at  the  circumstance  and  his  assurance  that,  as 

ordered  to  Demarara,  on  his  arrival  he  would  irnn 

write  to  my  mother,  and  send  my  indentures  to  1 

assured  me  that  he  had  tried  all  he  could  with  the 

captain  to  prevent  my  being  pressed  ;  but  he  was  de 

to  have  me :  Captain  Clark  added,  he  was,  howev 

to  make  one  effort  more,  and  he  would  go  with  n 

boat  with  my  indentures,  and  prove  to  Captain  D- 

I  was  legally  bound  to  him,  and  would  be  made  a  i 

America,  on  wy  arrival  there,  by  my  own  consent. 

I  had  now  no  alternative,  the  officer  smiled,  anclj 
good  pull  at  his  glass,  looked  archly  in  my  face,  say  in 
my  boy,  here's  good  luck  to  you,  we'll  soon  make  a  n: 
on  board  the  Scipio.  Cheer  up  my  hearty,  plenty  of  gri 
of  grog,  and  hats  full  of  prize-money ;  why  you  dog 
as  rich  as  a  Jew  in  six  months  j.  and  if  you  can  onli 
windward  of  the  fever,  you'll  have  enough  to  buy 
Church,  and  Westminster  Abbey  into  the  bargai, 
my  boy,  cheer  up,  mind — best  leg  foremost,  I'm  j 
to  stow  away  another  glass  of  your  good  captai 
anfl  then,  off  she  goes.  I  say,  (bawling  out)  H< 
deck  -theres  where's  my  sleepy- headed!  chaps,  Re 
crew,  a  Jioy."  "  Hollo,"  answered  an  equally  roi 
and  the  lieutenant  bawled — "  I  say,  you  rapscallion 


they  may  convince  him  they  are  not  asleep,  and  are  reai 
out  quickly.  It  becomes  at  last  the  cry  of  all  on  board 
want  a  man  to  be  expert. 
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looking  after  the  tilings  Captain  Clark  said  I  should  bav*" 
"  Hi,  hi,  Sir."    "  Hi,  hi,  Sir,  that  wont  do  for  me,  Sir.    You 
Jack,  Tom,  Bill,  have  you  got  the  ham,  the  tongue,  and  the 
three  dozen  of  London  porter,  on  board  the  boat."    *'  All  * 
stowed  away  in  the  bows,  Sir."     "  Very  well,  you  are  all 
fine  fellows,  you  may  take  another  glass  of  grog,  the  captain 
says,  while  Mr.  Will-o* -the-wisp  here  packs   up  his  duds. 
Come,  captain,  give  us  your  fist.    Here's  good  luck  to  the 
Betsey  of  Boston."     With  a  sorrowful  heart  I  went  down 
below,  and-  rolled  my  clothes  up,  and  handed  them  upon 
deck,  where  t  went  to  take  leave  of  the  mate  and  crew ;  they 
were  all  much  affected  at  the  separation,  but  the  boat's  crew 
laughed  at  us,  and  said,    "  Avast,  my  boy,  what  are  you 
piping  your  eye  for  $  why  the  Scipio  is  as  good  a  ship  as  any 
in  the  navy,  and  you'll  see  fine  fun  on  board,  laugh  and 
grow  fat,  drink  and  be  merry,  my  young  buck;  we'll  brush 
you  up,  and  make  you  go  off  like  spruce  beer,  in  a  few  days.; 
come,  hand  over  your  rattle-traps,  and  tumble  into  the  stern, 
sheets ;  there,  coil  yourself  away  in  a  nutshell,  ybecause  the>> 
officer's  coming.     The  cutter  is  all  ready,  Sir,  and  the '  bo f 
on  board."     "  Hi,  hi," .answered  the  officer,  "  1*11  be  up  in  a 
whistle/ *     After  waiting  .a  'few  minutes,  he  and  Captain 
Clark  hurried  on  board,  and  to  my  great  sorrow,  he  cried — 
"  Shove  off,  in  boathook,  and  stretch  out  now  for  a  good 
pull  on  board."    I  cannot  describe  the  terror  of  mind,  that 
filled  me  with  trembling  from  head  to  foot  at  this  moment ; 
I  was  ignorant  of  a  man-of-war,  but  the  ideas  J  had  formed 
>f  it,  connected  with  the  unjust  manner  in  which  I  was  torn 
rom  our  tittle  crew,  and  the  language  I  had  fceard,  inter- 
nixed  with  most  horrid  oaths,  both  from  the  officer  and 
)oat's  crew,,  had  contributed  to  fill  me  with  the  greatest 
lorfor ;  and  so  strong  was  its  influence,  that  I  really  believe 
lothing  but  a  religious  education,  kept  me  from  jumping 
>verboard,  and  trying  to  drown  myself,  rather  than  enter  a 
nan-of-war.     Besides,  I  considered,  that  while  I  was  in  the^ 
>rig,  I  had  a  friend  in  the  captain,  who  had  seen  my  dear" 
md  pious  mother,  and  solemnly  promised  that  he  would 
ffatch  over  me  for  good.     His  conduct,  during  the  voyage 
md  fully  justified  our  confidence;   but  I  was  now  going, 
iroong.  perfect  strangers,  whom  I  considered  to  be  what  I 
eally  found  many  of  them,  abandoned  to  every  vice,  without 
he  slightest  sense  of  religion,  or  the  least  regard  to  moral 
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decency.  It  was  a  fine  moon-light  right,  and  « 
prtached  the  ship,  my  feata  were  not  at  alldecrea 
I  saw  her  immense  size,  compared  with  the  Betsey 
when  the  rows  of  cannon  presented  to  my  view  suci 
appearance :  we  soon  reached  the  side,  thp  officei 
tain  ascended,  and  the  men  lifted  me  on  one  of 
gave  me  the  side  rope,  and  with  a  few  hearty  curse 
to  bear  a  hand  npon  deck. 

THE  SCIPIO,  64. 

Thesight  of  her  masts,  rigging,  quarter-deck,  and  g 
alarmed  me,  as  I  had  never  beheld  any  thing  at  the  ki 
and  1  was  first  introduced  to  such  a  seem  by  an  act  < 
and. oppression,  which  I  considered  would  be  folio 
the  most  arbitrary  proceedings.  To  those  who  are  a 
to  such  scenes,  and  to  the  business  of  itnpressmen 
these  remarks  will  seem  quite  ridiculous,  so  they  i 
appeared  to  me.  I  am,  notwithstanding,  suffice 
acquainted  with  human  nature  to  pity  and  svmpa 
every  man  that  is  thus  cruelly  dragged  from  his  si 
house,  and  compelled  to  enter  the  service  he  dreads 
death  itself.*  'while  I  stood  on  the  quarter-deck,  rest 


*  This  dreadful  work  of  impressment  for  the  Navj 
blot  on  our  national  character.  No  arguments  in  my  o 
ever  reconcile  the  practice  to  oar  notions  of  liberty  in  a  h 
dbm.  We  say  by  English  laws  the  moment  a  slave  from 
the  world  touches  British  ground,  he  is  a  freeman,  and  can: 
in  bondage  by  *ny  roan,  except  for  a  breach  of  those  laws. 

THE  IMPRESS  SERVICJJ. 

Lord  Chatham  said  an  Englishman's  house  was  his  casl 
this  vanishes  when  we  look  to  the  subject  of  irapressinei 
nounce  it  with  all  the  cool  deliberate  thought  I  have  be< 
many  years  to  devote  to  the  subject,  to  bo  cruel,  urtfutf, 
and  Unnecessary.  On  this  point  I  have  n6t  the  shadow  of 
how,  it  is  asked,  "  are  we  to  ipan  our  ships  in  time  of  war 
4p  you  recruit  your  army  1"  But  I  would  advance  other  ani 
arguments  and  say,  raise  the  character  of  a  man-of-war.  L< 
bear  the  stigma  she  has  for  many  years,  of "  a  floa 
a  slave  ship,  and  a  prison/'  Let  the  excellent  regalatii 
Navy  for  religion  and  morality  be  duly  practised.  Let  I 
of '.the  seamen  not  be  broken,  and  a  bad  character  pr 
by  suffering  them1  to  be  kicked  and  started  by  every  yo 
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>milHon  of  a  gun,  Captain  plark  was  admitted  into  the  cabin, 
it  soon  returned  §aying,  my  indentures  were  of  no  use, 
id  he  must  bid  me  farewell  and  go  on  board  directly  to  get 
s  anchor  up  for  Demarara.  It  was  a  sorrowful  parting.  The 
>at  shoved  off,  and  the  lieutenant  called  out,  "  Boatswain's 
ate,"  when  up  jumped  a  stout,  rough  looking,  man  with  a 
ttan  in  his  hand,  and  was  ordered,  "  Boatswain's  mate,  take 
is  lad  down  to  your  hammock  for  the  night."  "  Hi,  hi, 
r, — come,  my  lad,  heave  up  your  anchor  and  make  sail  after 
e*  It  was  about  11  o'clock,  the  half  of  the  ship's  com- 
my  were  all  asleep  in  their  hammocks  below,  and  as  there 
as  nothing  to  do  upon  deck,  the  greater  part  of  the  watch 
>ove  were  stretched  on  the  deck  or  in  the  galley,  excepting 
few  who  paced  the  forecastle :  there  was  a 'sort  of  impres- 
ve  stillness  reigned  therefore  throughout  the  ship,  that 
ined  with  the  darkness  between  decks,  added  not  a  little  to 
y  fears.     My  blunt  conductor  soon  descended  the  ladder 

— m-^^mi   ^m.    ■■  ■■■         ~~  •        i        -  -  ii-  ■■     i  '   mrm  -  ii  -  q_ 

icming  fornicating  boy  of  a  petty  officer.    Let  an  act  of  punish- 
ent  at  the  gangway  be,  not  from  the  rash  revengeful  complaint 
every   officer,  whose    pride  or  consequence    is    offended,    nor 
om  some  old  grudge  of  one  who  compasses  every  means  to  ac- 
>niplish  his  object — nor  from  sadden  whim,  caprice,  or  passion? 
it  let  it  be  the  solemn  judicial  act  of  the  captain  as  a  judge,  after 
Idressing  the  minds  of  the  ship's  company,  and  convincing  their 
dements,  that  the  punishment  is  merited,  -Sailors  can  reason  as 
ell  as  officers  ;  and,  though  they  may  be  gagged  at  the  gangway, 
key  will  pass  their  opinions  in  their  births  below*    I  have  been  pre- 
nt  in  two  mutinies,  one  in  a  line-of-battle  ship,  and 'another  in  a 
set,  and,  I  believe,  both  might  have  been  prevented,  or  more  use- 
illy  terminated,  if  officers  had  condescended  to  address  seamen  as. 
itional  creatures,  and  treat  {hem  as  men,  rather  than  brutes,  as 
any  have  done.    In  addition,  I  would  say,  interdict  the  indiscrl- 
inate  admission  of  the  other  sex  into  ships  of  war,  and  I  venture  to 
rrdict,  that  until  this  is  done,  impressment  never  can  be,  and  never 
ill  be  done  aieay%    Sailors  may  for  a  time,  while  evil  propensities  are 
ratified,  rejoice  in  this  permission,  but  when  they  have  been  some 
eekis  at  sea,  and  in  their  sober  senses,  or  when  they  have  been 
i  fit  ring  from  its  consequences,  cither  in  the  sick  bay,  or  in  a  naval 
ospital,  J  knew  that  they  curse,  from  morning  to  night,  every  one 
ho  has  been  thus  fatally  instrumental  in  their  total  ruin  of  body 
»d  soul,  tor  ever  and  ever.    In  short,  let  men-of-war  once  gain  but 
ic  common  character  of  a  merchant  ship,  and  I  would  undertake,  in 
'ree  years'  trial,  to  prove,  that  sailors  would  as  soon  enter  for  the 
i>e,  and  I  think  sooner,  than  for  the  other ;  let  also  a  moderate 
»tre  of  liberty  on  shore  be  granted  at  the  discretion,  of  coarse,  of 
iperior  officers,  who  are  the  best  judges  of  the  time  and  the. -season 
ben  men  can  he  spared  with  the  least  injury  to  the  service* 
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and  hastened  along  the  main-deck,  and  then  with  a" 
hand,  my  boy/'  he  ran  down  the  ladder  to  the  low* 
where  all  the  hammocks  were.  I  was  soon- introduced 
strangest  combination  oMounds  from  the  hearty  sno 
to  many  sailors  fast  asleep.  My  guide  seized  my  lian< 
foot  of  the  last. ladder,  and  leading  me  gently  under  th 
mocks  he  conducted  me  to  his  birth,  and  lowered  dc 
hammock  on  the  deck,  whispering,  "  There  my  fine 
turn  in  there,  you  may  depend  upon  it  there  is'nt  a  lo 
a  cockney  in  all  London  that  has  a  better  bed  where 
bring  his  carcase  to  an  anchor/'  I  believe  he  felt  n 
trembling  and  perspiring  with  fear,  and  therefore  sfc 
me  until  I  had  slipped  off  my  jacket  and  trow?crs,  i 
tried,  as  much  as  &  boatswain's  mate  can  try,  to  squ< 
some  tones  of  pity,  and  whispered, <r  Don't  be  frighte 
boy,  stretch  out  fore  and  aft  on  my  hammock,  and  { 
head  under  your  wing,  and  you  wont  be  long  out  of 
of  forgetfulness "  I  thanked  him,  and  laid  still. 
my  dear  fellow,"  said  he,  "  down  with  your  dead-ligl 
snoose  away.  To-morrow  morning  you  shall  have^ 
mess  of  chocolate  served  out,  and  in  a  little  while  ) 
as  fat  as  a  trooper,  and  as  hearty  as  a  hunter,  on  bi 
Scipio."    He  slid  away,  and  I  soon  dropped  asleep. 


DECKS -AND  HAMMOCKS. 

In  the  morning  about  five  o'clock  I  was  awoke  \v 
strange  and  unaccountable  noises  that  I  lay  trembling,  a 
dering  what  they  could  possibly  mean.  They  were  all 
different  from  any  thing  I  had  ever  heard  or  read  of. 
wards  learnt  that  the  morning  watch  were  washing 
the  custom)  the  upper  decks,  the  noise  of  officers,  ar 
swain's  mates' bawling,  the  dashing  of  water,  and  the 
of  buckets  along  the.  decks  over  my  head,  were  realli 
traordinary  to  me  that  I  lay  dreading  what  wojild  tal 
next,  and  undecided  what  to  do ;  when  at  seven  o'cl 
decks  being  all  washed  I  heard  silver  -pipes  whistlir 
hoarse  notes  calling,  u  Up  hammocks,  a  hoy,  up  ham 
a  hoy."  Instantly  down  came  about  two  hundrei 
while  others  rolled  out  of  their  hammocks  all  rou 
and  the  boatswain's  mate  ran  along  the  deck  under  th 
mockb  calling  out,  "Turn  out  there,  turn  out  there. 
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man  jack  of  you.  Show  a  leg  there,  show  a  leg  there.   Come,  ' 

skulkers,  tumble  up.  Bouse  up  there,  heavy  heads — who'3 
for  coming  down  by  the  run.  Here's  cut  away*  Stand  by 
blankets  and  piUows-^what  not  out  yet  Jacket/  gewgaw.  Hand 
here  your  chiv,  Bill,  I'll  start  his  topping  left.     4U  hands,  \ 

up  hammocks,  a  hoy"    It  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  I 

describe  the^ noise  and, apparent  confusion  that  follows  on 
this  singular  harrangue  of  the  boatswain's  mates,  who  fre- 
quently find  some  "  heavy  head"  yet  asleep  after  all  their 
callings,  when  they  instantly  cut  one  end  of  his  hammock, 
and  down  he  falls  on  the  deck,  and  rolls  over  to  receive  not 
a  very  gentle  touch  from  the  cane  of  the  boatswain's  mate 
on  the  thighs.  Such  were  the  scenes  that  suddenly  burst 
upon  me  when  I  started  from  my  bed,  and  expected  every 
moment  I  should  be  flogged ;  but  I  had  a  boatswain**  mate 
for  my  friend,  who  soon  came  up.  and  shook  hands.  "  Ah  ! 
what  bundled  out,  younker,  there's' a  smart  fellow  5  now,  my 
lad,  get  your  rigging  over  your  mast- head,  and  well  soon  be 
alongside  a  bowl  of  chocolate."  This  I  found  was  their 
usual  breakfast.  The  lower  deck  was  cleared  (as  if  by 
magic)  of  hammocks,  and  the  ports  being  all  open  in  an 
instant,  a  fine  gentle  breeze  passed  through  the  ship,  that  . 

purified  and  refreshed  the  lower  deck  in  a  surprising  manner-.  > 
The  crew  now  crowded  round  me,  enquiring — "  Is  this  the: 
poor  boy  that  was  pressed  last  night  ?"     All  were  eager'  to 
know  what  news  I  had  from  London,  and  whether  there  was 
any  probability  of  a  peace. 

PRIZE  MONEY. 

Indeed  they  were  as  full  of  inquiries  as  if  I  had  been  a 
ting's  messenger,  and  I  was  so ' much  afraid  of  them,  that  I 
mswered  all  as  well  as  I  could,  with  the  greatest  humility 
ind  respect.  Others  cried — "  Now  my  lad,  now's  your  time, 
f  you  know  of  any  French  or  Dutch  goods  on  board  the 
•rig,  now's  the  time  to  tell  all  about  it,  and  make  your  fori 
une."  It  appears  they  suspected  that,  under  American  co- 
)urs,  the  brig  was  employed  by  some-French  or  Dutch  house, 
3  carry  a  cargo  to  Surinam,  whiob^feally  belonged  to  them, 
nd  therefore  the  cargo  could  be  fnade  a  prize,  though  not 
le  vessel,  as  we  were  at  peace  with  America ;  Surinam 
eing  a  Dutch  island,  the  English  were  ^determined  to  main- 
tin  a  rigorous  blockade,  add  seize  on  every  kind  of  pro* 
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perty  they  found  destined  for  the  relief  of  the  Inhab 
As  the  Scipio  commanded  the  blockade,  the  officers  ant 
were  continually  on  the  look  out  for  prizes,  and  antki 
large  shares  of  prize-money. .  Whether  the  men  m 
quested  to  do  it,  I  know  not,  but  I  was  surprised  to  fii 
the  general  topic  on  which  they  dwelt  when  they  < 
into  conversation  with  me.  Several  of  them  surromx 
this  day  on'  the  forecastle,  and  said—"  If  yon  know 
money  on  board  of  your  late  ship,  it  is  time  enougti 
cjUch  her ;  and  if  you  tell,  one-third  part  of  the  prize 
yours.'*  It  immediately  occurred  to  me,  that  this  x 
great  reason  of  Captain  D.  in  being  so  determined 
me. on  board  the  Scipio ;  I  recollected  a  quantity  of  di 
casks  taken  on  board  before  I  joined  the  vessel.  Tfa 
stowed  away  under  bricks  and  timber  and  a  va 
articles,  that  no  one  would  suspect  she  carried  about  3 
in  dollars  for  the  Dutch.  This  I  learnt  during  the 
when  we  had  several  casks  hoisted  up  and  brought 
cabin,  where  I  assisted  the  captain,  in  counting  thei 
day  I  remarked  to  him,  what  an  immense  deal  of  mor 
was,  and  he  replied—"  Ah  !  George,  if  I  were  to  li 
it  woHld  be  the  ruin  of  me  and  my  family,"  He  cer 
*  that  moment  could  have  no  idea,  that  it  would  b 
power  to  effect  this  calamity  $  but  these  words  mad 
impression  on  my  mind,  and  were  ultimately  the  n 
saving  the  whole  property  $  for,  when  importune* 
many  persons  to  tell  if  there  were  money  on  board, 
the  subject,  and  declined,  complaining  of  the  hardshi 
impressment;  I  did  this  from  a  principle  of  esteem 
titude.  The  captain  of  the  brig  had  been  particula 
to  me  t  and  his  attention  and  concern  during,  a  sligl 
I  had  on  board,  left  a  deep  impression  on  my  heart 
not,  therefore,  with  the  sense  of  duty  I  possessed : 
discovery  that  I  fancied  would  be  so  greatly  injuriou 
and  his  family. 

THE  RATTLING  BOATSWAIN. 

The  sympathies  of  my  new  shipmates,  during  the  d 
expressed  in  a  yvay  that  was  exceedingly  charaeterlst 
motley  crew,  in  such  a.  ship  of  war.  A  smart  good 
sailor  came*  %q ythe  biitfc^  and  addressing  the  hew 
mafe,  ff  Well,  Tom,  where's  your  pri^e  last  night  ? 
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,  what  you're  here,  well  a  fine  ship,  my  boy  \  take,  my  ad- 
e,  ask  for  a  station  in  one  of  the  tops  and  you'il  .be  fit  for 
'  thing  in  a  few  years.'*  In  five  minutes  more  a  stout 
d  sailor,  with  his  arms  acro&s,  stands  before  me,  and  in  a 
verful  voice  cries,  "  Well,  Mr.  Whippersnapper,  so  you've 
ught  yourself  to  an  anchor  in  the  Scipio.  You're  a  Coekr 
',  they  say  j— how's  lV>w  .bell's,  young  touch-'em-up.  Is 
Paul's  Church-yard  in  the  same  place  yet.  Did  you  see 
r  one  on  the  top  of  the  Monument,  asking  for  me }  I  sup* 
«  you  know  Tower  Hill."  I  said, €S  yes,  Sir,"  in  a  very 
mbie  tone.  "  Ha,  so  do  I,  and  only  wish  I  was  there  now  % 
y  little  grass  would  grow  under  my  feet  before  I'd  be  along 
e  my  old  mother  (God  bless  her)  near  Shoreditch  Church." 
e  boatswain  ascends  the  fore-cockpit  ladder,  picking  his 
th  with  an  old  penknife.  "  Hollo,  Tom,  call  the  watch 
low,  send  them  down  to  the  cable  tier,  where's  the  lasy 
)Undrels  of  sweepers,  turn  them  adrift  upon  a  broomstick  if 
iy  dont  bear  a  hand  and  get  this  lower  deck  brushed  up. 
)Uo,  Mr.  Scavenger,  you  dirty  idle  dog,  what's  this  cargo  of 
wge-peal  here  for,  give  him  a  spring  behind  there,  Tom,  and 
^e  him  think  a  donkey  kicked  him.  Upon  deck  there,  pay 
wn  that  there .  hawser,  and  hand  down  your  can-hooki 
ngers)  a  pair  of  you,  and  hawl  up  this  here  bobstay. '  I 
J  Mr.  Scaramouch,  what  you're  sky-larking  as  usual, 
tatswain's  mate  send  him  along  herej  where's  Mungo  and 
t,  start  them  a-head  here  to  the  fore-hatchway."  Turning  to 
*,  "  Who  have  you  got  there,  Tom )  Well  young-split-the 
nd  we  must  find  out  something  for  you  to  do.  Can  you 
*p  from  the  foretop  gallant  mast  head  to  the  jib  boom,  or 
e  a  four-and- twenty  pounder  down  a  Frenchman's  throat, 
'1  lad.  Ay"  (smiling),  something  at  this  moment  fell  from  the 
tchway  near  his  leg,  he  flew  into  a  violent  rage,  shook  his 
Q*>  bawled  out  for  all  the  boatswain's  mates,  and  went  on 
his  usual  strain  for  some  minutes : — "  What,  you  lubberly' 
fcals,  so  you  could'ent  hold  on,  ay,  pretty  Newgate  birds, 
it  had  been  my  watch  in  the  street^'  of  London  at 
dnight,  I  dare  say  you'd  have  held  on  then;  what, 
£ve  forgot  your  old  trade,  have,  you?  I'll  teach  you  to 
a  rope  on  my  shanks  again,  you  slippery  fingered  lubbers, 
•pose  you've  got  lady? hands,  and  by  and  by  we  shall 
Ie  £°ing  down  by  the  stern,  tacause  such  Botany  Bay 
as  you  can't  hold  on."  *•  Here  (lowering  his  Voice) 
kg  iHpptry  hitch,  go  dawn  to  my  cabin  for  my  watch.** 
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I  hastened  down,  glad  to  serve  him  in  any  way,  from  i 
his  rattan.  On  the  forecastle,  this  morning,  the  gunner 
with  much  kindness  and  affection  to  me,  and  made 

.  inquiries  about  London*  Several  sailors  also  encouraj 
in  their  homely  manner,  and  treated  me  with  a  kirn 
had  not  thought  to  exist  in  a  man-of-war;  but  I  am  h 
say  I  have  met  with  some  of  the  most  valuable,  and  e 
most  moral  men  in  such  ships,  that  I  have  ever 
any  part  of  the  world  on  shore.    I  must  not  be  un< 

,  to  speak  of  religion  here,  but  simply  of  men  who  pa 
the  highest  degree,  all  those  amiable  qualities  that  rec< 
and  endear  man  to  man.  Such  men  were  fine  noble  ch 
they  had  not  much  of  the  ship's  slang-in  their  convc 
they  lived  at  a  distance  from  the  depraved,  and  their 
altogether,  as  well  as  their  manners,  were  so  super 
the  vilest  wretch  on  boj&rd  .could  not  but  do  homag< 
real  worth.  ,  In  looking  round  the  main-deck,  a  po 
looking  little  man  met  me  with  a  long  tiresome  stc 
London  and  shopboards;  he  had  been  made  dru 
sent  on  board  the  tender  off  the  Tower,  by  some  con 
Poor  fellow,  there  were  some  like  him  who  were  i 
sunlit  for  the  rough  society,  and  *  rougher  duty  of  a 
War,  that  tbey  scarcely  serve  any  other  purpose 
tomuse  the  ship's  company,  who  plotted  daily  how  th 
practise  the  greatest  mischief,  and  make  the  lives  of  s 
creatures  intolerably  wretched, 
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INTRODUCTIOlf. 

Ttiti  fteV.  Samuel  Greatheed  lias  left  behind  him  a 
character  so  eminent  for  humility  and  piety,  that  it  will, 
doubtless,  long  be  treasured  up  with  the  memory  of  the 
just,  and  descend  to  posterity  as  a  stream  of  sacred  light, 
emanating  from  the  Sun  of  Righteousness^  to  guide  the 
bewildered,  and  enforce  the  admonition,  "  Be^ye  follow* 
lowers  of  them  who  through  faith  and  patience  inherit 
the  promises."  Mr.  Greatheed  had  seen  much  of  the 
world,  and  was  deeply  read  in  the  study  of  human  na- 
ture. His  -observation  and  experience,  at  home  and 
abroad,  had  taught  him  the  vanity  and  insufficiency  of  all 
terrene  objects.  His  concern  for  his  own  salvation  and 
improvement  induced  him  cheerfully  to  retire  from  them, 
and  the  grace  which  God  bad  given  made  him  weep  over 
the  guilt,  anil  compassionate  the  misery  of  the  world  at 
large.  His  heart  was  capacious',  his  hand  was  liberal, 
bis  views  were  candid ;  and  had  his  strength  permit- 
ted, he  would  joyfully  have  imitated  his  Divine  Mas- 
ter in  going  about  doing  eood.  When  called  to  preach 
one  of  the  first  sermons  before  the  London  Missionary 
Society,  he  selected  for  his  text,  "  Who  is  my  Neigh- 
bour?"  His  generous  sentiment,  on  that  interesting  occa- 
sion, need  not  be  adduced  at  this  time ;  but  he  had  done 
more  than  preach  at  a  Missionary  meeting,  his  hand,  his 
heart,  and  his  pocket  have  practised  the  sentiment  of  his 
life,  and  carried  into  the  most  useful  effect  the  conviction 
of  his  judgment.  Having  served  in  the  army  at  North 
America,  he  retained  much  of  the  politeness  of  a  well 
educated  military  officer,  while  the  haughtiness  and  pride 
sometimes  attached  to  such  a  character,  were  softened 
down  by  the  mighty  influence  of  the  Christian  faith. 
Called  of  God  to  minister  In  holy  things,  he  had  been 
settled  at  Newport  Pagnel,  but  of  late  years  his  infirm 
state  bad  rendered  him  incapable  of  preaching,  except- 
ing an  occasional  sermon. 

Favoured  by  a  kind  Providence  with  a  handsome 
competency,  kje  had  the  high  privilege  of  living  above  the 
distracting  cares  of  life,  and  tho  exalted  honour  of  con* 
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tributing  largely  to  the  progress  of  Hie  Kedeei 
kingdom,  in  whatever  direction  its  interests  were 
promoted. 

Some  twelve  years  since  it  appeared  a  work  of 

importance  to  promote  religion  among  oor  hrtTe  o 

and  crew  in  the  British  Navy.    As  a  miaister  \ 

Gospel,  I  had  entered  upon  a  very  exteosiTe 

spondence  with  some  pions  seamen.  Mr.  Greathec 

among  the  earliest  friends  to  this  work ;  and  no 

aided  it  by  his  own  countenance  and  advice,  I) 

some  months  generally  bore  the  whole  expense 

nected  with  it.    In  this  important  labour  of  love  to 

ceased  to  manifest  the  deepest  interest,  as  some 

ments  will  prove,  which  it  is  intended  shortly  tc 

before  the  Pnblic  in  a  statement  of  the  Rise  and  Pi 

of  Religion  among  Sailors.    When  Seamen's  Trie 

cieties  were  first  established,  he  hailed  the  evei 

joy  and  gratitude  as  realizing  his  anxious  hop 

crowning  the  desires  of  many  years  with  sacces 

the  establishment  of  the  Sailors'  Magazine,  he 

diately  ordered  the  work,  and  became  one  of  its  i 

contributors':  the  successive  papers  on  Pitcairn's 

Enblished  in  this  work,  discover  both  his  diligei 
is  piety.  These  produced  a  correspondence  tfa 
ducted  to  this  conclusion,  that  if  future  intelligei 
tified  it,  he  should  be  happy  to  promote  the  views 
pious  young  men  who  offered  their  services  to  s 
the  island.  The  following  interesting  paper  was 
by  Mr.  Greatheed,in  the  year  1820,  and  forwarded 
to  the  Sailors'  Magazine.  The  interest  of  it  is  « 
ably  increased,  since  the  intelligence  of  his  de 
been  circulated.  The  publication  of  it  as  a  Tract 
oeive,  will  be  of  real  importance  both  to  Yhe  ar 
navy.  In  this  humble  and  cheap  form,  it  can  b< 
duoed  at  the  mess  table  of  every  barracks,  in  ewer 
room,  and  freely  circulated  among  regiments  az 
as  a  warning  to  the  drunkard,  or  an  encourage! 
the  pious,  whose  efforts  to  do  good  shall  not  be  in 
the  Lord.  I  would  most  strongly  urge  the  cirenl 
this  Tract  among  Naval  and  Military  officers. 

PENZANCE* 
March  10,  1KB3. 

G.C. 


MR.  GREATHEEDS  NARRATIVE 

or 

THE  ENGINEER  OFFICERS, 


During  the  revolutionary  war  in  America,  I  em* 
barked  at  Plymouth  for  a  station  which  it  was 
known  that  the  French  designed  shortly  to  at- 
tack. I  had  then  completed  my  twenty-first 
year,  had  spent  three  years  on  military  service 
in  England,  and  about  the  same  time  in  the  in* 
finitely  better  service  of  Christ,  as  a  weak  but 
sincere  disciple. 

It  grieved  me  to  quit  religious  privileges  and 
friends,  with  little  prospect  of  such  advantages 
elsewhere.  But  I  might  not  need  them.  The 
"  moving  world  of  waters,  vast  and  deep/'  that 
intervened,  might  place  me  beyond  their  help. 
Happy,  then,  it  was  for  me,  that  I  had  already 
experienced  it. 

Being  ordered  to  join  other  officers  of  the 
corps  in  America,  I  accepted  the  invitation  of 
the  First  Lieutenant  of  a  Flag  ship,  that  con* 
voyed  a  numerous  fleet,  to  share  his  birth.  When, 
therefore,  the  Admiral  denied  his  request  for  that 
purpose,  I  bad  to  seek  my  passage  where  I  could, 
and  was  glad  to  secure  it  in  a  transport  vessel, 
by  which  two  artillery  officers  of  my  acquaint- 
ance were  proceeding  to  the  same  station.  Hav- 
ing done  so,  I  visited  a  frigate  of  the  convoy  to 
fulfil  a  promise  that  I  had  recently  made. 


A  nobleman,  who  presided  over  the  de 
toent  to  which  I  belonged,  when  I  waited 
him  to  take  my  leave,  was' in  company  wi 
elderly  gentlemap,  whom  I  knew  to  have  li 
high  office  in  America  before  the  revolutioi 
my  entrance,  his  lordship  said  to  him,  *  1 
the  young  man  of  whom  I  spoke,  to  you ;' 
the  other  with  great  politeness,  but  ap[ 
anxiety,  engaged  me  to  breakfast  with  hi 
next  morning.  I  found  that  his  object  m 
recommend  to  my  acquaintance  a  young 
whom  he  called  his  nephew,  wbp  was  tp  \ 
the  same  fleet,  and  whom  he  describe^  as  a 
gant  scholar,  musician,  &c.  as  he  really  wa 

My  errand  on  board  the  frigate  was  the 
to  tender  my  services  to  this  young  man 
any  case  they  could  be  of  use  to  him ;  b 
met  my  advance  in  so  cool,  or  rather  atvkv 
manner,  that  I  expected  our  first  interview  1 
have  been  our  last  j  and  I  left  him  with  no 
gratification  than  that  of  haying  done  whg 
incumbent  upon  me. 

We  soon  afterwards  sailed,  but  came  to  a 
in  Torbay,  where,  while  our  illrsheltered 
was  tossed  by  the  billows,  how  little  could  1 
gine,  the  confusion,  terror,  and  distress 
which  the  friends  whom  I  had  left  a  few 
before  at  London,  in  profound  quiet,  were 
pounded  amidst  the  excesses  of  Lord  George 
don's,  riot!  Several  months  occurred  be\ 
heard  of  it,  and  then  gave  credit  to  it  with 
culty.  So  much  worse  may  be  the  state  of 
whom  we  (suppose  to  be  at  ease,  when  out 
is  disagreeable ! 

Our  rough  weather  continued,  thoug 
summerj  nothing,  however,  remarkable  occ 
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till  we  had  fydf  crossed  the  Atlantic,  when,  to  my 
surprise,  Mr.  H.,  whom  I  had  visited  in  the  m- 

Sate,  came  to  complete  his  voyage  in  our  vessel, 
is  own  being  ordered  to  convoy  part  of  the  fleet 
to  a  different  station.  I  was  sorry  to  find  oqe  of 
bis  first  expressions  a  profane  oath ;  and.  after 
some  conversation,  that,  if  not  an  infidel,  he  was 
at  least  a  sceptic. 

Of  my  other  messmates,  one  was  a  thoughtless 
intemperate  man ;  the  other  moral,  studious,  and 
an  excellent  officer :  but,  although  he  had  been  * 
piously  educated,  without  religion.  He  suffered 
me,  however,  to  argue  freely  with  him  on  the 
subject;  and  conscience,  sometimes,  transiently 
seemed  to  perform  its  office :  but  the  attention 
which  H.  appeared  to  give  to  such  conversation, 
was  so  earnest  as  to  excite  my  surprise.  Some- 
times also  he  dropped  remarks  which  intimated 
thoughtfulness :  as,  after  we  had  passed  some 
dangerous  and  trying  circumstances,  u  I  see/' 
said  he  to  me,  "  you  are  the  only  happy  man  on 
board.11  I  was,  indeed,  so  far  happy,  that  I  should 
willingly  have  remained  in  the  same  situation. 
To  its  mconveniencies  I  had  become  familiarized : 
religious  and  mathematical  books  furnished  me 
with  agreeable  and  useful  occupation ;  antf  no- 
thing in  the  prospect  before  me  excited  3  wish 
for  the  termination  of  our  voyage.  At  the  end 
of  a  month,  however,  we  reached  the  intended 
port,  after  being  narrowly  preserved  from  being" 
run  down  by  another  ship,  and  from  bilging  upon 
the  rocks  in  a  thick  fog,  when  near  the  harbour's 
mouth. 

It  was  during  the  course  of  my  military  studies, 
that  the  Lord  had  enlierhteqed  my  nilnd  to  dis- 
cover bis  grace  towards  sinners  tKfough  Jesus 
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.Christ,  Some  pious  people  who  held  perm; 
situations  in  the  academy,  partly  by  their  co 
sation,  but  chiefly  «by  their  example,  conv 
me  that  there  was  a  reality  in  religion,  wt 

.had  before  discredited.  A  fellow  student  < 
own  age,  to  whom  I  was  very  strongly  atta 

joined  me  in  opposing  their  arguments,  bi 

.ordered  on  service  to  this  very  station  i 
midst  of  our  debates, 

I  understood  that  he  had  retained  no  perm 
impression  from  them, .  and  that  he  kue 

.change  which  had  been  produced  in  my  c 

.ter.    How  were  we  likely  to  meet  each  < 
Religion  had  rendered  me  obnoxious  both 
former  volatile  friends,  and  to  all  my  new  ra 

'associates.  Would  not  M,  regret  my  appoin 
to  this  station,  and  be  ashamed  of  the  int 

'we  had  mutually  cherished  ?    Such  were  i 
flections,  when  he  sprang  into  the  ship  from 
at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  and  demons 
the  most  lively  pleasure  at  seeing  me 
Since  we  parted,  he  bad  been  more  gay,  bi 

ifcappy,  than  before ;  more  flattered  by  the  ^ 

,but  less  satisfied  with  it:  he  had  powerfi 
trons,  and  as  many  advisers  as  companions 
not  a  single  friend  into  whose  bosom  he 
disburden  his  anxieties.     His  prejudices  a 
religion  had  never  been  so  violent  as  mil 

.  had  believed  all  who  professed  piety  to  be 
orites :  he  had  Known  them  better;  and,  h 
been  fully  acquainted  with  me  before  I  b< 
religious,  placed  the  greater  confidence  in  i 
thataccpunt,  though  without  the  remotest  i 

*  ation  to  follow  my  example.    Reserve  wa 

,  of  the  question  between  us. 

I  apprized  him  that  I  had  become  a  Diss* 


and  enquired  if  there  were  people  of  that  descrip- 
tion on  the  spot:  he  owned  that  there  were,  but 
assured  me  that  they  were  of  so  low  and  con-  * 
temptible  a  cast,  that  I  could ,  not  approve  of 
them,  and  therefore  strongly  advised  me  against 
interfering  with  them.  Had  they  any  place  of 
worship  ?  u  Yes,  but  only  a  matross  preached  at 
it."  As  I  insisted  on  the  propriety  pf  examining 
for  myself,  he,  at  my  request,  shewed  me  the 
meeting-house ;  and  though  it  was  indeed  shut 
up,  I  learned  at  a  neighbouring  house  that  the 
people  met  regularly  for  public  worship  in  a  hired 
room.  I  attended,  and  having  heard  a  very  pro- 
fitable discourse  from  a  man  evidently  unlearned, 
but  deeply  pious,  humble,  and  affectionate,  I  in- 
troduced myself  to  him.  Never,  before  or  since, 
have  I  experienced  so  high  habitual  enjoyment 
of  any  person's  ministry  of  the  gospel  as,  for  twelve 
months,  of  his.  He  had  been  a  corporal  of  artil- 
lery, and  performed  the  duties  of  clerk,  seijeant- 
roajor,  and  paymaster  of  his  company,  and  being 
rewarded  with  a  small  pension  for  long  service 
and  good  behaviour,  devoted  the  remainder  of  his 
days  to  the  religious  instruction  of  tbe  people 
who  indisputably  needed  it.  He  had  not,  how* 
ever,  taken  this  upon  himself  but  by  the  sanction 
of  several  highly  respectable  English  Dissenting 
Ministers,  who  solemnly  recommended  him  to 
the  charge.  A  few  mechanics  and  fishermen 
converted  by  his  ministry,  raised  a  meeting-bouse 
by  the  labour  of  their  own*  hands ;  but  were  ar- 
bitrarily prohibited  from  using  it,  till  a  strong 
remonstrance  from  England  constrained  the  Go- 
vernor to  permit  them ;  on  which  it  was  opened, 
soon  after  my  arrival;  and,  in  the  course  of  three 
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years,  tbe  communicants  multiplied  from  61 
to  seventy-five  persons. 

Till  I  could  be  suitably  accommodated  ir 

barracks,  M.  insisted  on  my  lodging  in  hk  ro 

and  we  often  conversed  on  religion  till  be  w< 

but  no  more.    H.  who  dwelt  about  a  mile 

us,  often  called^  and  always  borrowed  some 

gious  book ;  but  as  regularly  returned  it  wi 

any  remark*    The  officer  whom  I  have 

tioned  as  our  sober  and  studious  shipmate,  f 

in  with  me  one  day  on  the  road  towards  H 

bitation,  accompanied  we  thither,  as  h< 

invited  us  both ;  but  startled  me  by  the  qu< 

whether  I  knew  that  H.  was  addicted  to  d 

enne§s.    I  bad  never  suspected  it;  but  o 

arrival  it  was  too  evident,  for,  instead  of  be 

to  receive  us,  he  was  extended  insensible 

bed,  with  a  bottle  of  rum  half  emptied  at  it 

When,  however,  we  were  leaving  the  roc 

started  up,  $nd,  calling  after  me,  entreat 

most  earnestly  to  stay,  I  did  so  5  and  witl 

collection  and  fluency  that  astonished  me,  ] 

pressed  his  expectation  of  speedy  death,  a 

terror  of  future  misery.    Shortly  a  fit  of  si 

tion  returned,  in  which  I  feared  that  ever] 

would  have  been  his  last.    When  he  coulc 

any  thing,  it  was  usually,  '*  Oh  ftr  twelve 

that  I  might  repent!"   He  recovered*  bi 

quently  relapsed;  at  intervals  I  conversec 

to  him,  and  prayed  by  him.    Thus  the  nig; 

spent.    Tbe  next  day  w^s  the  sabbath ;  s 

his  fits  subsided,  I  divided  njy  tiine  betwc 

bedside  and  the  opportunities  of  public  wc 

When  I  reminded  him  tyat  God  bad  grant 

desire,  and  enquired  if  be  repented^  «  N< 


u: 

replied  with  horror,  "  I  cannot,  my  heart  is 
hard." 

In  a  few  days  he  wa#  again  able  to  go  out,  and 
Jie  accompanied  me  to  public  worship ;  but  said 
at  \U  conclusion,  that  he  might  as  well  Jiav?  re- 
mained at  home.  While,  however,  be  was  wil- 
ling to  go  with  me,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  call 
for  him  every  returning  sabbath,:  at  length  de- 
clining to  go,  only  because  some  gay  company 
was  expected  by  the  family  with  which  he  boarded, 
I  relinquished  farther  obtrusion*  and  heard  no 
more,  of  him  for  a  fortnight. 

The  end  is  not  yet :  but  here  I  must  finish  the 
present  communication,  proposing  to  complete 
in  another  the  narrative  of  my  first  voyage,  and 
its  results* 
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THfc 

CONDUCT  OF  M.,  AND  DEATH  OF 

Under  njy  anxiety  and  despondency  for 
,H.,  I  derived  strong  consolation  from  proofs 
which  I  was  daily  favoured,  that  the  religioi 
pressions  of  ray  friend  M.  increased  both  in 
and  extent.  At  length,  he  offered  to  accon 
,me  to  the  meeting-house,  which  his  peculi<] 
cumstances  rendered  so  decisive,  a  crisis  < 
state  of  mind,  that  I  had  not  ventured  pi 
turely  to  propose  it.  The  amiable  simp 
vivacity,  and  fervour  of  his  disposition,  ha< 
dered  him  universally  a  favourite ;  and 
commanding  officer  testified,  and,  I  belie vi 
for  him  the  utmost  friendship  of  which  an] 
who  never  for  a  moment  lost  sight  of  his 
temporal  interests,  was  capable.  s  Our  gov 
also  had  zealously  patronized  him :  the\ 
jointly  obtained  for  him  promotion  in  his 
corps,  which  (though  earlier  due  to  his  m 
might  otherwise  have  been  delayed,  if 
wholly  neglected  ;  and  ibey  were  then  pr< 
ing  for  him  yet  higher  military  rank  in  a 
-  vincial  regiment,  which  was  raised  at  this  e 
gency  for  the  defence  of  the  place.  Genera 
violent  opposition  was  sure  to  be  excited  b; 
union  of  such  a  person  with  the  despised 
lately  persecuted  Dissenters.  The  ministi 
the  gospel  also,  at  the  place,  had  no  ext< 
allurement  for  a  person  of  M/s  talents  and 
bits:  and  without  its  immediate  access  to 
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mind,  the  experiment  of  hearing  it,  in  such  cir- 
cumstances, was  imminently  hazardous.  But 
gradually  as  he  had  been  prepared  to  receive  it  by 
examination  of  the  Bible,  and  the  most  earnest 
conversation,  I  hoped  that  he  would  not  long  be 
able  to  abstain  from  attendance  on  it ;  and  that 
this,  when  begun,  would  be  constant. 

It  pleased  God  to  fulfil  my  hope  in  both  these 
important  respects;  although  every  thing  that 
worldly  influence  and  consummate  artifice  could 
accomplish,  was  used  to  draw  or  drive  him  from 
his  steadfastness.  Its  utmost  effects  were  slight 
and  transient :  and  a  general  outcry  was  excited, 
that  Captain  M.  should  have  turned  a  Dissenting 
enthusiast!  The  commanding  officer  of  our  de- 
partment likewise  commanded  the  garrison,  and 
the  newly- raised  corps.  :  He  possessed  no  ordi- 
nary talent  and  information,  and  still  greater 
address:  but,  beside  being  openly  licentious,  he 
•was  au  avowed  disbeliever  of  the  Bible.  Though 
he  often  argued  with  me  against  it,  he  had  of- 
fered me  promotion  in  the  new  corps ;  but  as  I 
refused  to  dissuade  M.  from  joining  the  Dissen- 
ters, he  not  only  retracted  his  promise,  but  wrote 
to  my  noble  patron  in  England,  (who  had  before 
shewn  me  a  marked  preference  to  others  of  even 
superior  standing,)  complaining  that  I  had  spoiled 
the  best  officer  in  their  department,  and  might 
spoil  all  the  rest  if  I  continued  in  it.'  At  the  same 
time  he  was  entrusting  to  my  direction  the  entire 
business  of  the  department  at  our  station,  my 
senior  officers  being  wholi/  occupied  with  the 
discipline  of  the  new  corps. 

Of  any  thing  that  could  suggest  a  sneer  against 
religion,  this  gentleman  eagerly  availed  himself. 
"  So/'  said  he,  one  morning  on  calling  at  our 


barracks,  " Ifcul  yoa  have jpfde poor H. wi 

be  runs  about,  faying,  that  be  is  to  be  banged 

My  friend  M.  immediately  urged  me  to  visit  bi: 

We  found  him  calm,  but  wholly  incapable 

conversing.    It  was,  therefore,,  to  my  agreeal 

surprise,  that  I  received  from  bun*  the  m 

day,  a  note  of  invitation ;  and  still  more  so,  t 

I  found  his  mind  perfectly  composed,  serious, ; 

softened.    He  acknowledged  that,  during 

former  illness,  he  bad  been  utterly  msensibli 

every  spiritual  topic ;  and  had  resorted,  for 

private  amusement,  to  a  collection  of  infidel 

\  obscene  publications,  which  he  bad  brought  f 

'  England.    "  All  these/'  he  added,  "  I  have 

committed  to  the  flames ;  and  1  hope  that  God 

accept  it  as  a  first  fruit  of  my  repentance.'9 

.  inquiry  into  the  occasion  of  so  important  a  clu 

,  in  his  mind,  he  said,  that  in  a  delirium  whic 

had  caused  by  renewed  intoxication,  he  imag 

that  fiends  were  dancing  round  his  chamber 

.  threatening  to  cast  him  into  a  vast  fire  ;  th; 

prayed  most  vehemently  for  deliverance 

them  j  and  thought  that,  if  he  could  but  o] 

a  glimpse  of  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ,  he  st 

.  be  safe.   He  then  supposed  that  Christ  appe 

hanging  on  the  cross,  gliding  gently  by  hixn 

looking  upon  him  with  kindness  and  ptfy-  V 

this  had  disappeared,  the  fiends  continued 

Sutures  and  ippnaces,  but  he  wholly  disregc 
em ;  and,  from  that  moment,  possessed  e 
peace,  and  gradually  recovered  strength  of 
and  body.  As  soon  as  he  was  capable,  be  g 
accompanied  M.  and  myself  to  the  mee 
vhouse ;  and  they  vied  in  expressing  the  dt 
which  they  enjoyed  in  hearing  a  discour 
..whicji  I    was  v^ry  unusually  infusible. 
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thenceforth  became,  at  times  of  leisure  from  our 
respective  occupations,  inseparable;  and  often 
formed  a  trio  in  the  praises  of  God,  both  vocal 
and  instrumental,  having  brought  with  me  some 
collections  of  sacred  music v  M.  played  well  on 
the  flute ;  but  the  tones  which  H.  drew  from  it, 
exceeded  almost  all  that  I  ever  heard  from  that 
instrument.  He  was  also  (though  very  short- 
sighted) the  mbst  graceful  skaiter  I  ever  saw. 
He  then  justified  the  recommendation  of  his  god- 
father ;  as  I  found  the  old  gentleman,  who  called 
him  his  nephew,  to  have  been.  Like  him,  the 
father  of  H.  had  filled  a  lucrative  post  under  our 
Government  in  America,  and  had  lost  it  by  the 
revolution,  to  which,  likewise,  his  life  fell  a  sa- 
crifice in  a  melancholy  manner.  H.  had  been 
educated  at  an  American  university ;  but  from 
childhood  had  discovered  an  extreme  shyness, 
which  became  invincible,  (perhaps  by  injudicious 
treatment,)  so  tliat  be  found  promiscuous  com- 
pany insupportable.  Having  incidentally  taken  a 
dram  of  spirits  before  joining  a  dinner  party,  it 
banished  his  distressing  apprehensions,  and  in- 
duced him  to  adopt  the  practice  till  he  became 
besotted,  and  incapable  of  discharging  a  reput- 
able office  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  in 
England.  He  was,  therefore,  sent  to  a  remote 
•  station ;  and  the  earnestness  with  which  he  bad 
been  recommended  to  my  attention,  had  doubt- 
less proceeded  from  hopes  that  my  example  and 
conversation  might  preserve  him  from  yielding 
to  so  fetal  a  propensity. 

Qur  spiritual  and  social  enjoyments  were  not 
interrupted  by  the  attack  which  had  been  medi- 
tated, the  French  fleet  being  blocked  up  in  an 
American  harbour  by  ours,  under  Lord  Howe; 
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but  we  were  all  on  the  alert,  till  frost  and  sn< 
formed  an  insurmountable  barrier  on  our  cos 
The  Dissenters,  as  a  loyal  body,  with  their  ml 
tary  pastor  at  their  head,  volunteered  in  defei 
of  the  .post ;  and  M.  and  myself  were  appoiu 
•to  command  them.  However  defective 
might  have  been  in  military  prowess,  never  p 
bably  was  a  party  better  prepared  to  meet  dei 
nor  felt  greater  mutual  confidence. 

Blessed  be  God  that  we  were  not  involvec 
sanguinary  conflict!  M.  and  H.  after  a  ti 
joined  in  communion  with  the  religious  soci 
receiving  the  most  cordial  welcome.  H. 
mostly  been  abstemious  in  company,  and  he : 
totally  refrained  from  spirits,  mixed  as  we 
raw;  but  his  nerves,  constitutionally  weak, 
been  so  much  injured  by  intoxication,  that 
wine,  in  moderation,  was  radically  prescribe 
him.  In  the  use  of  it  he  was  habitually  cauti 
and,  if  (by  peculiar  circumstances)  throwi 
his  guard,  nothing  could  appear  more  gen 
or  tender  than  his  contrition.  I  have  seen 
in  such  distress  on  that  account,  as  to  pre 
him  reposing  throughout  the  night :  and  he 
said  to  me  the  next  morning,  "  I  have  thoi 
it  presumption  in  such  a  sinner  as  I  am  to  che 
a  hope  in  Christ;  and  have  been  labourin 
undeceive  myself,  if  it  be  unfounded :  but  i: 
pressibly  guilty  as  I  am,  I  cannot  doubt  tha 
loved  me,  and  gave  himself  for  me." 

Next  to  the,  threefold  cord  of  our  mt 
friendship,  we  were  all  mostly  connected  * 
my  respectable  shipmate,  who  formed  a  sti 
attachment  to  Af.  though  unprepared'  to  fo 
his  example,  except  in  assiduity  and  zeal  to 
charge  his   military  duties.    Instead    of    bi 
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'  spoiled  as  an  officer  by  religion,  it  rendered  him 
much  more  diligent  and  useful  tban  he  bad  been, 
while  seduced  by  our  joint-commander  to  dissi- 
pation and  irreligion.  But  the  heart  of  our  other 
friend  was  then  wholly  engrossed  by  his  public* 
employment,  in  which  he  afterwards  attained  to 
great  and  merited  eminence ;  and  I  rejoice,  that 
he  has  since  (though  late)  also  manifested  a  se- 
rious attention  to  eternal  objects.  Neither  his 
course,  however,  nor  our  friend  M/s  is  finished, 
any  more  tban  mine;  and  the  close  of  these  letters 
warns  "  every  one  who  thinks  that  he  stands 
firm,  to  take  heed  lest  he  fall."* 


*  I  have  not  for  some  time  been  so  much  affected  by 
reading  any  sentence,  as  in  the  perusal  of  this  to  day.  It 
is  now.  three  years  since  I  first  read  it,  but  the  circum- 
stances which  have  so  recently  taken  place  have  given  it 
the  most  powerful  interest  in '  my  mind.  This  excellent 
man  though  now  dead,  has  yet  spoken  in  the  most  impressive 
manner  to  my  heart,  and  awakened  the  most  edyfymg  con- 
cern from  three  considerations.  First,  he  says  here  that 
hit  course  was  not  finished,  and  takes  to  himself  the  warning 
he  gives  to  others :  but  blessed  be  God  his  course  now  is 
finished,  and  finished  well  as  the  close  of  this  tract  will  prove: 

"  Supported  by  grace, 
He  fought  his  way  through." 

He  is  now  safe,  eternally  safe,  from  either  fear  or  danger 
of  falling.  Secondly,  I  have  for  some  weeks  been  at  the 
gates  of  death  and  am  now  the  prisoner  of  the  Lord,  con- 
fined to  my  chamber  and  unable  to  preach.  Thirdly,  A 
gentleman  of  property  is'  lately  dead,  whose  case-  was  not 
very  dissimilar  from  that  of  H.  As  an  eminent  scholar 
and  a  respectable  poet  he  once  dedicated  a  small  volume  of 
poems  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fletcher  of  Madely,  and  assumed 
the  name  of  PhUothearus.  For  some  years  he  shone  as  a 
preacher  of  considerable  talents  both  in  London  and  Coun- 
try pulpits  but  he  fell— and  for  more  than  twenty  years  God 
has  seemed  to  spare  him  as  a  Walking  Beacon,  if  I  may 
so  speak,  to  enforce  the  salutary  caution  Mr,  Greatheed 
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Mjr  fctafc  at  this  £tatioQ  wqs  ppfbps  moat 

!,  quitted  it  more  reluctantly  titan  jny'naj 
and ;  fur  never  there  had  I  equally  enjoyed, 
pnce,  the  benefits  of  a  gospel  ministry  in  fellj 
ship  yvitb  pious  people,  and  religious  friends! 
These  advantages  incomparably  outbalanced 

*■  '      I  *■ ■       «       >■■■■■     -mi-m^mmrmmm^m*      i    I     ■  i      i    9  i  i  1 ■  »»  ■  m    ■  ■  ■      ■        i     ■  I 

*  #  *       -       •  *  + 

ao  aptly  quotes  in  this  sentence  Some  years  since 
Q.  took  notice  of  P.,  and  being  at  the  town  where  h 
aided  Mr.  O.  invited  him  Xo  his  house,  and  would  e'ode 
'  in  the  mildest  way  possible  to  convey  fedmonipion  to  th 
lorn  slave  of  ardent  spirits,  by  conversations  on  the 
languages*  At  that  house  I  have  sometimes  me! 
learned,  the  trembling,  the  emaciated  P.  I  could  n( 
admire  the  benevolent  intentions  and  the  judicious  effc 
Mr.  G.  to  effect  hit  restoration,  but  I  feared  that  like  £pl 
"  Grey  hairs  were  here  and  there,"  literally  and  spirit 
*'  and ,  he  knew  it  not,*  or  would  not  regard  it.  Philotl 
is  no  morel  Unconquerably  devoted  to  intoxication,  1 
for  many  years1  shunned  the  house  of  God,  and  with  i 
.means  made  sin  his  element,  until  he  questioned 
truths  he  once  urged  upon  others  from  the  saered  del 
heard  of  his  death  soon  after  the  dissolution  of  Mr. ' 
heed  was  announced.  The  contrast  was  frightful  in  t 
;  treme,  P.  also  sunk  into  the  grave  (from  sheer  e*hai 
somewhat  yttietty,  but  O !  how  different  from  the  depar 
Mr.  Greafheed.  P.  like  H.  uttered  a  dying  cry  for  xner 
-  that  was  all.  My  God,  keet >,  O  keep  the  feet  of  thy  sainl 
falling.  Tremble,  Christian  t  Ah  shudder  to  approa< 
verge  of  apostaey  1  Not  long  since  I  heard  the  iunei 
tolfto  announce  the  burial  of  P«.  Its  sounds  penetral 
very  soul.  I  sighed  deeply  and  prayed  earnestly 
numbered  with  those,  "  who  are  kept  by  the  power  o 
through  faith  unto  salvation/'  Mr.  G.  ana  P.  hav 
both  entered  the  eternal  world,  what  shall  I  say— 
they  both  remember  how  they  lived,  and  how  thej 
Reader  how  do  you  live,  and  in  what  state  will  von 
Both  M.  and  this  "  respectable  shipmate"  of  M 
are  now  probably  alive,  and  should  this  tract  fall  ii 
way,  it  wiH  come  with  many  affectionate  desires  th) 
may  "  hold  on  their  way/'  and  through  grace  **  wax 
ger  and  stronger."  Q.  i 
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my  mind)  a  barren  foil  and  an  ungtniai  cli- 
mate.   I  long  retained  in  part  that  flow  of  re- 
ligious afiectipns  which,  if  interrupted  while  on 
this  station,  was  almost  uniformly  renewed  in  the 
course  of  a  returning  Lord's  day.    At  the  time 
of  my  departure,  my  friend  H.  was  ill ;  his  hope 
was  overclouded ;  but  circumstances  did  not  ad- 
mit me  to  ascertain .  the  cause*    His  infirmities 
hardly  allowed  me  to  expect  his  correspondence 
at  the  distant  station  to  which  I  removed :  but 
no  opportunity  was  lost  by  M.  to  maintain  our 
mutual  intercourse  by  letters.    We  corresponded 
in  short  hand  5  which  not  merely  6aved  us  paper 
and  time,  but  obviated  all  occasion  for  reserve. 
I   received   ample  aod  very  gratifying  intelli- 
gence on  almost  every  subject,  but  our  friend 
H.'s  name  was   never  introduced.     Perplexed 
and  alarmed  by  this  silence,  I  entreated,  iu  my 
replies,  to  know  the  truth  concerning  him.    My 
first  information  was  of  his  death ;  which,  had  it 
occurred  beforcTmy  removal,  might  have  left  a 
soothing  remembrance:   but  the  interval  had 
been  truly  distressing.    Hb  repeated  excesses  in 
wine,  drew  from  M.  affectionate  remonstrances ; 
and  as  these  did  not  avail,  the  friendly  interfer- 
ence of  church  discipline  was  tried.    In  vain ! 
be  sank  into  habitual  drunkenness :  and,  added 
to  it,  notorious  impurity.    Nothing  that  friend- 
ship, the  fraternal  kindness  of  pious  people,  or 
pastoral  zeal  and  affection  could  devise,  was  left 
untried  for  his  recovery,  but  he  fell  at  last  a 
victim  to  the  almost  hopeless  sin  of  drunkenness, 
which  had  so  often  before  brought  him  to  the 
brink  oi  eternity.    No  other  sign  of  repentance 
perceived  than  a  dying  cry  to  Jesus  for  mercy. 
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Thai  Jbsus  will  hereafter  pronounce  his  sc 
tence,  and  ours,  before  assembled  worlds.  It 
not  for  us  to  anticipate  his  judgment.  Chi 
while  on  earth  knew  what  was  in  man: 
Heaven  he  knows  it  at  the  last,  and  throi 
every  hour  of  our  lives,  May  we  then,  plead 
the  promise  of  bis  holy  spirit,  "  Be  diligent  tc 
found  of  him  in  peace,  without  spot,  and  blai 
less :"  "  adding  to  our  faith,  virtue  (or  fortitut 
to  virtue,  temperance ;  to  temperance,  patier 
to  patience,  godliness.;  to  godliness,  broth 
kindness  j  and  to  brotherly  kindness,  charil 
.or  love  of  all  mankind  as  of  ourselves :  t 
"  making  our  calling  and  election  sure}"  "  i 
we  do  these  things  we  shall  never  fall,  but  dc 
trance  into  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  our  1 
Jesus  Christ  shall  be  abundantly  ministered  i 
us."  ,  2  Peter  i.  5,  7,  10,  11,  iii.  14.  Con 
cb.ii.20,22. 

Recent  Death. 

It  hath  pleased  the  great  Disposer  of  liu 
affairs  to  call  to  himself,  and  to  the  enjoy  me 
celestial  glory,  one  of  the  first,  warmest, 
most  generous  friends  and  Directors  of  the  J 
don  Missionary  Society ;  that  pious,  amiable 
useful  servant  of  Christ,  the  Rev,  Samuel  G 
heed,  F.S.A. 

This  mournful  event  was. notified  to  the  S< 
/tary  by  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Stephenson ;  brothe 
Jaw  of  the  deceased,  in  a  letter  dated  Bis 
Hull,  February  15,  1823,  from  which  he  t 
the  liberty  of  inserting  the  following  extract 
.    ^  My  dear  Shv — It  is^due  to  -the  long  am 
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fectionate  intercourse  which  subsisted  between 
yourself  and  Mr.  Greatheed,  to  give  you  the 
earliest  information  of  an  event  so  glorious  to 
himself  but  sorrowful  to  his  surviving  friends. 
After  a  few  days  of  increased  debility  (for  illness- 
it  could  scarcely  be  called,  as  he  had  no  acces- 
sion of  fever,  pain,  or  cough),  he  has  realized, 
what  he  last  Sunday  declared  would  be  his 
highest  gratification,  that  of  knowing  be  should 
not  spend  another  Sabbath  on  earth.  At  five 
this  morning  he  fell  asleep  in  Jesus,  in  a  manner 
the  most  sweet  and  gentle ;  nor  can  we  sufficient-* 
ly  express  our  gratitude  for  such  a  source  of  con- 
solation and  encouragement  to  our  own  faith. 

"  You  know,  my  dear  Sir,  how  uniformly  his 
life  has  been  devoted  to  the  service  of  his  Master, 
what  delight  he  took  in  co-operating  for  the  ex- ' 
tension  of  bis  kingdom 5  how  liberally  he  always 
opened  his  purse ;  how  entirely  his  mind  was  di- 
vested of  party  feelings;  and  how  indefatigably 
bis  thoughts  and  pen  have  been  employed  in  the 
best  of  causes.  Yet,  with  all  these  attainments, 
it  was  a  sinner  that  relied,  and  relied  confidently 
and  simply,  upon  the  Saviour — a  reliance  which 
has  been  honoured  by  correspondent  support; 
for  never  did  the  great  Shepherd  carry  any  one 
of  his  lambs  more  gently  and  easily  through  the 
valley  of  death." 

In  another  letter  from  the  same  gentleman  to 
W.  A.  Hankey,  Esq.,  it  is  said,  '*  Our  dear  and 
excellent  friend  has  finished  his  long  course  of 
devotedness  and  liberality  in  the  •  service  of  his 
Divine  Master,  and  by  a  most  easy  transition  has 
been  admitted  into  bis  immediate  presence." 
"  Never  was  death  more  disarmed  of  its  terror, 

never  was  it  more  evident  that  he  was  not  merely 


ft  tio&tyatred  enemy,  tmt  *  frtend.  On  Mom 
he  iatj  as  Usual,  fop  eletett  hours  in  bis  stu 
but  was  unable  to  rise  the  next  mdffling :  he 
mained  in  the  same  quiescent  and  collected  sfc 
atid  leaning  his  head  on  the  bosom  of  hi*  Savic 
'  be  breathed  his  life  out  sweetly  thefe/  at  i 
this  morning/'  * 

Death  of  the  Rev.  Sdrtmel  Greathedd,  V.  8. . 

Oh  the  15th  of  February,  died*  at  hid  r 
deitce  at  Bishop's  Hull  near  Taunton,  the  S 
SkUtJth  Grkathkbd,  F.  S.  A.  For  several  y< 
past,  Mr.  G/s  state  of  health  has  been  sttch 
for  the  most  part,  to  confine  him  to  the  hou 
and  if  he  occasionally  ventured  out;  it  was  c 
to  walk  for  a  little  time  hi  his  garden.  The  i 
day  that  be  felt  himself  ivorse  than  usual, 
the  28th  of  January  last,  when  he  eomplaine 
being  chilly.  Although  this  was  the  ctimmer 
ment  of  that  illness  which  so  soon  terminated 
yalnable  life,  of  which  he  seemed  himself  tc 
somewhat  apprehensive,  yet  it  did  not  wholly 
cfcpacitate  him  for  his  usual  reading  and  stu 
and  among  other  things,  he  subsequently  r 
through  Dr.  Ryhmd's  Life  of  Andrew  Full 
and  so  late  as  the  10th  of  February,  the  Mon 
before  his  death,  he  was  in  his  study  by  10  o'cl 
ill  the  morning,  and  continued  there  for  n> 
hours.  He  bad,  however,  been  calmly  wait 
the  event  of  bis  attack;  and  on  the  preced 
day  (Sabbath-day  the  9th  Feb.),  he  expressed 
a  medical  friend  who  called  to  see  him*  his  eni 
satisfaction  in  the  near  prospect  of  6tertnty,  i 

»  £v*togfficd  ta*g&£ifc  fat  &aith,*ifctt. 
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His  hope,  if  it  pleased  God,  ttat  it  might  t>e  bis 
last  Sabbath  upon  earth.  After  Monday  the 
10th,  although  not/ in  any  particular  pain,  his 
weakness  rapidly  .increased,  and  as  he  drew 
nearer  to- his  dissolution*  he  was  able  tocoi*>; 
verse  but  little,  though  he  continued  perfectly 
sensible ;  and  at  5  o'elock  in  the  morning  of  thq 
following  Saturday,  hi$  enfeebledj  frame  yielded 
to  the  stroke,  and  hi  the  sixty-.ourth  year  of  his 
age,  he  placidly  breathed  out  his  happy  spirit  to 
God-    u  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the 

S>right :  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace;"    By 
e  death  of  Mr.  Greatheed,  'the  Home  Mission- 
ary Society  have  lost  a  warm  friend,  antf  thlr 
Magazine  a  valuable  correspondent,  Mr  G.  hav- 
ing been  not  a  mere  nominal  contributor.    The 
last  valuable  Essay  from  his  pen  appeared  in  the 
number  for  January.    Mr.  G.  was,  we  under- 
stand, formerly  an  Officer  of  Engineers,  and 
on  quitting  the  service,  devoted  himself  to  the 
ministry.     He  laboured  with  acceptance  and 
usefulness  at  Newport  Pagnell,  and  afterwards 
we  believe  at  Wooburn,  Beds.    Mr.  G.  was  -  a 
gentleman  of  gl*eat  public  spirit,  and  on  the  for- 
mation of  the  Missionary  Society  took  an  active 
part,  and  preached  one  of  the  Sermons.    His 
extensive  erudition  pointed  him  out  as  a  fit  con- 
ductor of  the  Eclectic  Review  when  that  work 
was.  established,  but  declining  health  obliged  him, 
some  years  since,  to  retire  wholly"  from  public 
engagements.    In  his  retirement,  he  however 
evinced  the  same  noble  spirit,  and  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Home  Missionary  Society,  he 
has  shewn'  his  good  will  by  two  contributions  of 
202.  each,  by  the  patronage  of  the  Magazine, 

and  by  th*  most  friendly  c^tefcahce  of  the 
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Missionary  in  Somersetshire.*  The  retnait 
this  excellent  man  were  interred  on  Tues 
the  25th  inst.  beneath  the  vestry  of  the  Meet 
house  at  Bishop's  Hull,  the  village  where  ht 
sided-  The  Rev.  Robert  Winton,  the  min 
of  the  place,  conducted  the  funeral  service, 
the  Rev*  Messrs.  Buck  of  Wiveliscombe,  j 
diner  of  Barnstaple,  Gblding  of  Poundes] 
Park,  Johnson  of  Kingston  (Home  Mission: 
Luke  of  Taunton,  and  Pike  of  Jroadway,  \ 

Pali-beard's. — Hqme  Missionary  Magazine. 

-■■-■■      ...  _  _       .     .  ■  . 

*  w  I  have,"  says  the  Home  Missionary,  "  lost  in  I 
kind  friend  and  a  father,  which  loss  i  feel  severely, 
there  are  others  in  similar  circumstances,  but  our  si 
loss  is  his  great  and  inconceivable  gain." 
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'.    . . 

ADMIRAL  LORD  GAMBIER 


My  Lord, 

A  humble  Individual  who  was  once  as 
under  your  Lordship's  commandin  the  iGrandFleet^  presi 
to  offer  this  collection  of  Maritime  events  to  your  notic 
they  stand  connected  with,  some  labours  of  your  lordship 
will  leave  an  indelible,  impression  on  the  hearts  of  British 
men.  My  Lord,  you  have  probably  read'  in  the  Sailor's  N 
zine  of  last  month,  this  interesting  paragraph : 

«  THE  BISHOP  OF  GLOUCESTER, 

Eulogising  the  labor's  of  thetfate  Rev.  Johw  Qwtw,  & 
tary  to  the  institution,  had  this  beautiful  and  impressive 
mark : — '  The  hto  of  6  hero,  of  a  statesman^  orapAiiosopht 
rarely  alleviated  by  any  reference  to  futurity.  When  we  lot 
their  past  achievements,  we  allow  they  were  great  and  useful  in 
time ;  yet  not  in  general  with  any  reference  to  eternkv;  but 
loss  of  a  laborer  in  this  cause—the  loss  of  a  chief  laborer- 
loss  of  an  Owen,  affords  the  consoling,  thought,  that  his 
was  sacrificed  to  bis  labors  for  the  Bible :  .his  life  is,  as  it  w 
bound  up  with  that  Bible ;  and,  like  the  names  of  our  trai 
tors  of  our  version*  boned  up  with  it  for  ever.  He  is  gon 
his  rest,  and  his  works  do  follow  him  as  the  fruits  of  faith, 
accepted  only  through  that  incarnate  word  whom  he  pread 
and  whom  he  delighted  to  exhibit  through  the  medium  of 
written  word.    This  is  our  consolation/ "         -~ 

We  give  our  readers  one  sentiment  of  (his;  paragraph  in 
lies,  and  beg  they  -wilt  apply  it  to  our  Admirals  and  Gener 
and  all  who  "  keep  the  world  awake/'  with  the  noise  of  tl 
brilliant  actions.    In  this  world  we  allow  they  are  great; 
if  'hey  are  destitute  of  taring  feith  in  Chrfi^  fife  one  thing  n< 


ydy  what  consolation  can  wc  possibly  have  in  looking  to  their 
eternal  state !    "  He  that  believeth  not,  ."    Did  rank, 

or  wealth,  or  greatness  of  family,  or  transactions,  make  any 
difference;  then  would  all  who  possess  them  be  saved,  and 
•such  as  are  destitute  of  them  perish ;  but  the  pronoun  is  gene- 
Mi.  He  that  believeth  not.  May  our  great  men  become  like 
the  illustrious  speakers  at  this  Bible  Meeting— good  men  in  Christ 
Jesus*.  Your  lordstajrVsGul  "will  respond  to  the  sentiments  of 
this  eminent  dignitary,  and  will  know  how  to  be  thankful  to 
Cod,  who  has  made  you  by  his  grace  to  differ  from  many  in 
the  various  professions  of  this  kingdom.  I  have  lately  been 
much  interested  In  reading  the  noble  actions  in 'which  some  of 
our  greatest  Admirals  and  Generals  were  engaged  :•  I  admire 
the  courage,  the  perseverance,  and  the  humanity  by  which 
these  actions  were  distinguished;  'tat  refering  to  the  sentiment 
of  his  lordship  of  Goucestbr,  I  have  asked  what  reference  has  all 
this  to  eternity :  all  was  grand,  nolle,  and  triumphant ;  but  was 
thetf/feof.the  conqueror  correspondent  with  the  character  of  a 
christian;  did  his  concern  for  the  honor  of  God,  and  his  atten- 
tion to  the  everlasting  interests  of  precious  souls  around  him, 
Where  his  influence  might  be  ^useful,  shine  in  his  conduct ; 
atlas,  ifjaot,  what  reference  could  all  his  transactions  on  earth 
have  to  eternity?  This  idea  has  long  impressed  my  mind  re- 
-tmectwg  your  lordship. 

You  also  have  ploughed  the  great  deep,  and  fought  the  bafr> 
ties  of  your  country ;  your  late  levered  Sovereign  has  shewn 
his  gratitude  to  you,  and  your  present  elevated  situation  as  a 
peer  of  the  realm,  is  a  sufficient  testimony  that  your  naval  career 
was  distinguished  and  glorious;  but,  my  lore,  you  will  allow 
me  with  all  possible  respect  to  say,  that  your  lordship's  exer- 
tions in  the  cause  of  genuine  Christianity,  are  those  actions  to 
which  the  christian  world  will  look  with  pleasure  and  thankful- 
ness, became  they  have  a  direct  reference  to  eternity. 

Our  late  excellent  monarch,  George  the  Third,  conferred  some 
temporal  honors  on  your  lordsbip,  as  commander  in  chief  of 
extensive  fleets;  but  that  amiable  Sovereign,  or  his  present 
Majesty,  George  the  Fourth,  as  the  fountain  of  all  national 
dignity,  had  no  honors  in  possession  equal  to  those  which 
your  exalted  Redeemer  has  conferred  upon  you  by  his  almighty 
grace. 

To  that  grace,  my  lord,  I  ascribe  all  the  glory,  that  your 
lordship  has  been  able  to  make  a  firm  avowal  of  your  respect 
for  divine  institutions ;  .and  almost  alone  in  the  fleet,  to  brave 

*  "  Whesj  grearaoss  ii  to  goodness  near  altitd, 
The  maa  tkat  bis  Uea,  is  a  man  indeed  J" 
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the  calumny  and  reproach  el  the  SawoofV^woss;  stea 
maintaining  yourftivtiege,  your  dtfy,  and  your  rigft,  to  i 
ship  Almighty  God  on  the  Sabbath  day*  arid  to  set  an  ex 
pie  to  both  officers  and  seamen,  of  equal  deference  to  hui 
and  divine  laws.  1  desire,  my  lord,  to  be  partioHrariy  thi 
i'ul  to  Gqa,  that  you  have  been  favored  with  sdl-ftufficiem  g 
to  maintain  vour  course,  and  firmly  hold  on  yo»r  way  ;  i 
indifferent  to  the  sneers  of  the  vulgar,  and  the  sarcasms  oi 
refined.  Hanpily,  my  lord,  you  have  not  been  altogether  a 
in  your  decided  attachment  to  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  < 
in  the  exalted  rank  aud  profession  to  which  dkriae  previd 
has  raised  you.  .  ..  ;  «  . 

Your  lordship  will  excuse  me  if  I  thus  publicly  remind 
and  inform  my  readers  of  a  worthy  compatriot  in  the  chars 
of 

« 

THE  HON.  SAMUEL  BARRlNGTOtf, 

late  Senior  Admiral  of  the  White ;  General  of  his  Majesty's 
rine  Forces;  brother  to  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Dujiham, 
naval  tutor  to  his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  Goaf  berlj 
When  this  gallant  admiral  died  in  Bath.  June  16th,  i8Q$,  a  jx 
lar  journal  announced,  that  "  as  an  officer,  he  was  exceeded 
none,  and  equalled  by  few,  in  the  different  requisites  of  naui 
knowledge,  experience,  ability,  and  gallantry;  it  becom< 
matter  ot  no  small  difficulty  to  decide  whether  his  loss  be  n 
to  be  deplored  as  a  mfsfortune  to  that  abstract,  though  n 
public  branch  of  society,  the  naval  service,  or  to  the  <rem 
community,  in  which  his  conduct- displayed  a  rare  and  vj 
able  instance  of  uninterrupted  benevolence,'  friendship,  < 
philanthropy,  raised  to  an  height  which' few  have  been  abh 
rival,  and  none  to  excel.  He  was  the  intimate  friend  of 
Marquis  of  Laksdown,  Colqnel  Barbe,  and  some  of  the  m 
respectable  for  talents  and  integrity  wh*ch  this  country  c 
boast;  but  by  no  person  will  Admiral  jT£iR^SGToV&  loss 
more  regretted,  than  by  the  present  gajjkrtt*  commander  of  i 
channel  fleet,  with  whom,  till  the  clay 'of  his  death,  be  fived 
habits  of  the  strictest  intimacy  and  friendship." 


\>- 


THE  INDIGENT  NAVAL  SOCIETY, 

for  the  relief  of  distressed  naval  officers,  their  widows,  ai 
their  children,  was  instituted  by  Admiral  Barringtoh* 
contemporary  write*  observed,  "  Far,  far,  however,  more  coi 
sequential  to  tfee  character  of  this,  good  man,  tha^n  any  mci 
earthly  honors,  well  merited  as  they  certainly  were,  \\*k  1> 
to  the  interests  and  promotion  of  this  society.    Ui 


protested  by  any  public  aid,  the  promoters,  among  the  firtt 
aud  mart  icfive  of  whonx  was  Jtfr^  Bahri^ton,  had  to  con- 
tend .with  those  difficulties,  which  all  safeties  notwithstand- 
ing the  benevolence  of  their  tendency*  scarcely  ever  fail  to 
meet  with  oo  their  fifat  introduction  to  the  world/  Neverthe- 
less, such  was  sta  (assiduity  of  this  friend  to  distress,  and  of 
liis  no  less  amiable  associates,  thai  in  a  short  time  they  had 
the  satisfaction  of  beholding,  the  philanthropic  plant  thriving 
under  their  hand*  and  diffusing  ite  comforts,  far  as  its  strength 
and  magnitude  permitted*  to  aft  objects  who  sought  its  friendly 
shelter,  and  support."  The  remains » of  this  worthy  man  were 
interred  in  the  family  vault  at  Sbrivenham,  in  the  county  of 
Berks.  A  monument  to  his  memory  has  been  since  erected 
in  Sbrivenham  Church,  on  which  is  the  following  poetic  in- 
scription from  {he  pen  of  the  celebrated  and  useftd  advocate 
of"  Christian  Morals/'  and  "  Practical  Piety,"  Mrs.  Hannah 
Woke.  How  well  she  knew  how  to  judge  of  evangelical  faith 
and  godliness,  needs  not  one  remark. 


THE  ADMIRAL'S  EPITAPH. 

"  Here  rest*  the  hero,  who  is  glory's  page,  .      . 

Wrote  his  fair  deeds  for  more  than  half  an  age. 

Here  rests  the  patriot,  who  for  England's  good 

Kaeh  toil  encountered,  and  each  cliirie  withstood* 

Here  rests  the  Ckrutian:  his  the  loftier  theme, 

To  seise  the  eoaqnest,  yet  renounce  the  fame. 

He,  when  his  arm  St.  Look's  trophies  boasts, 

Ateribet  the  glory  to  the  Lord  of  Hosts; 

An4  when  the  harder  ta$k  remain'd  behind, 

The  passive  courage*  and  the  will  resign'd ; 

Tatient  the  veteran  victor  yields  bis  breathy . 

Secvrb  in  Him  who  conqvbb'b  sin  and  dsatb." 


My  Lord,  you  need  not,  nor  would  it  be  any  .compli- 
ment or  comfort  to  you,  that  I  should  wish  you  an  addition  of 
earthly  honours  or  emoluments ;  (you  are  fast  hastening  to 
a  country,  as  a  dying  duke  once  said,  "where  these  trifa  will 
be  of  no  use;")  but,  he  assured,  it  is  the  first  wish  and  prayer 
%of  my  soul,  that  when  the  appointed  hour  of  your  dissolution 
%hall  arrive,  you  nay  "  die  the  death''  of  the  righteous  Admi- 
ral Babbihotov,  and  that  your  "Jast  end"  may  be  "  like  his/' 
Your  lordship,  I  am  sure,  will  not  be  displeased  if  I  introduce 
antother  British  officer,  who  was  not  ashamed  to  avow  his  seal 
for  die  honors  of  religion,  as  well  as  the  rights  of  England. 
Serving- as  a  lieutenant  in  the  fleet  with  Admiral  Bajirinotoh, 
at  the  celebrated  contest  of  St  Lucia,  he  ultimately  became 
"as 
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ADMHtAL  'flGLLOWAY, 

and  governor  of  Newfoundland-  Whilst  be,  was  cj 
the  Softebay  Frigate,  on*  the  Leeward  Island  station, 
menced  an  acquaintance  with  Hb  Royal  Uighrjcss  the 
Clab&ce,  then. captain  of  the  Pegasus.  The  plain 
rigid  honesty  of  fab  character,  had  attracted  the  dis< 
ing  abilities  oftheDukeofCLaa£NC£;  and  that  princ 
the  goodness  of  his  disposition,  by  encouraging  and 
the  blunt  sincerity  of  bis  friend,,  who  sometimes  vei 
give  that  disinterested  and  manly  advice,  .-whkh  ten 
readies  the  ears  of  the  great  and  powerful*  On  one 
occasions,  when*  his  .Royal  Highness  had  thought  th«| 
monstrance  of  Captain  Houlowak  savoured  too 
qoaintaess  and  a  rigid  attention  to  form,  and  was  belt 
ed  to  the  pulpit  than  a  man  ofwar^  the  prince,  after  v 
monstrating  with  the  inflexible;  disposition  of  his  frie 
pened  to  observe  a  Bible  which  remained  open  at  th 
head.  "  Why  Jack,"  he  exclaimed,  "  you  are  alwav 
the  Bible !  Are  you  going  to  make  a  commentary 
-—"No,  Sir,'7  replied 'Captain  Holloway,  "but  the 
read  that  book,  the  greater  U,  my  evgernes*  to  return  ag 
yerusaf.  I  find  m  it  all  the  principles  of my duty  ;  and 
other  things,  to  put  mt  trust  *n  God,  and  ^r 
child  of  man.**'  Captain  Holloway,  with  the  then 
Nelson,  and  some  other  officers,  attended  the  Duke 
K£NC£  in  his  visit  to  all  the  Islands. 

Your  Lordship  cannot  but  feel  honored  at  all  time 
sociate  in  the  sentiments,  and,  if  necessary,  the  world'; 
of  such  eminent  characters.  Whilst  I  was  writing  tfc 
spec  table  physician  called  upon  me,  and  in  converse 
marked, — "  I  was  twenty*jrears,  §ir> 

0 

A  SURGEON  IN  THE  NAVY; 

and  during  the  whole  of  that  time,  I  only  recollect  th 
roen.who  died  with  any  solemn  concern  on  their  m 
s pectin 2  their  Am  mortal  souls  and  an  eternal  workl  I 
awful  fact;  but  such  is  the  result  of  a  most  extensive 
'  course  with  the  navy,  in  various  parts  of  tbe.  world, 
selected  a  stout  boy  for  some  little  instruction,  and  en 
— *  Can  £ou  read  V-r-1  No,  Sir/ — '  Were  yon  ever  taugfc 
Catechism  at  church  ?*— -«  No,  Sir/—'  Do  you  kno 
Creed P~ 'No,  Sir.'— 'Can  you  say  the  Lord's  Praj 
No,  Sit.'    I  was  angjpy  with  the  boyV  ignorance,  an 

*  This  reply  is  tbe  piore  striking,  as  addressed  to  a  priaot  of  U» 
son.  of  Britain  s  monarch.. 


with  much  vehemence  of  tone, — *  Where  do  you  expect  to  go, 
Sir,  when  you  die?*  >  The  boy  belpVdojvn  his  head,  and  in  a 
very  humble  tone  said,  '  Overboard,  Sir/  You  may  guess  the 
effect  of  this  answer  on  me ;  but  Ffbund,  in  Tact, -that  be  had 
no  idea  whatever  of  futurity  ••  I  believe  this-  to  have  been  the 
case,  Sir,  with  a  great  part  of  our  seamen;  and  what  thou- 
sands must  have  perished  during  the  fa»t  twenty  years  in  thi» 
lamentable  state  of  ignorance  and  indifference  to  eternal  con- 
cerns !  How  could  this  be  otherwise*  without  religious  in- 
struction ?  I  spent  some  time  on  beard  of  the  >Neptwie>  when 
Admirar  Lord  Gambier  commanded  her.  '  It  was  the  6 ret 
ship  in  which  1  had  ever  witnessed  so  much  attention  to  mo- 
ral and  religious  duties:  I  was  so  much  impressed  with  this 
circumstance,  that  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  if  Lord  Gamin  en 
could  have  bee*n  continued  long  enough  in  one  station,  he 
would  have  effected  as  great  a  reformation  in  the  morale  as 
Earl  8t.  Vincent  did  in* the  discipline,  of  the  navy.  I  am  hap- 
py to  witness  the  fruit  of  your  efforts  among  British  seamen, 
and  shall  rejoice  to  aid  them  by  every  means  in  my  power."  - 

•.\ 
These  are  subjects,  my  Lord,  that  will  tear  reflection  in  ano- 
ther world ;  and  as  your  Lordship's  kind  interference  on  behalf 
of  poor  seamen  at  Minehead,  ha$  a  reference  to  eternity,  by  con- 
sulting the  good  of  their  souls,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  or'  <k* 
dicatin*  this  publication  to  you. 

* 

My  Lord, 
I  remain,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,' 

Your  T^rdship's  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  CHARLES  SMITH. 


.My  28,  1843. 
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To. the  Committee  of  the  British  and  foreign  Seamtih 
J?riend  Society  and  Bethel  Union. 

Gentlemen,  .  c  :.     ,..  •.     i.*   ..""     .♦.'•'    .  ...    J- 

Some  few  years  have  elapsed  since  I  had  the  honor  to 
invite  your  attendance  to  a  preliminary  meeting,  and  ultimately 
to  a  more  general  assembly  in  the  metropolis  for  the  extension 
of  Religious  Meetings  among  Sailors  throughout  the  world. 
At  that  period  there  was  only  one  port  in  the  kingdom  in  w*:ich 
Divine  Service  was  performed  under  the  auspices  of  a  Society 
specifically  appointed  for  the  Religious  Instruction  of  Seamen. 
The  attention  of  that  society  being  wholly  engaged  to  the 
preaching  on  board  a  ship,  admirably  adapted  as  a  place  of  di- 
vine worship,  and  the  manifest  blessing  of  the  Almighty  crown- 
ing the  design  with  constant  tokens  of  approbation.  That 
something  moTe  should  be  done,  w§  urged  the  extension  ui 
Religious  Meetings  in  Ships  by  the  Bethel  flag  in  every  pari 
of  the  Thames,  and  to  sea-ports  generally,  in  Great  Britain 
and  abroad.    Some  few  years  have  elapsed  since  we  became  a 

tiETtlEL  SEAMEN'S  UNION.    . 

We  have  had  innumerable  difficulties  to  struggle  with,  tnit  to 
the  honor  of  Jehovah  it  may  be  said,  few  societies  have  had 
more  facilities  or  agents  to  advance  its  progress;  and  very  few 
have  been  favored  with  more  distinguished  success  in  all  the 
four  quarters  of  the  globe.  Amidst  the  varieties  of  human  na- 
ture, there  will,  however,  always  be  found  some  persons  who 
can  give  much  trouble  and  excite  much  alarm  among  the  best 
friends  of  a  good  work.  It  should  also  be  remembered  that 
infidelity  is  greatly  on  the  increase,  and  it  is  perfectly  natural 
that  Satan  should  come  down  with  great  power,  knowing  that 
he  hath  but  a  short  time^  For  these  reasons,  and  to  support 
our  numerous  friends  to  the  cause,  in  British  and  Foreign  pom, 
I  haVe  been  induced  to  bring  the  present  case,  in  connection 
with  various  important  circumstances,  before  the  public  To 
hold  back  what  may  be  adapted  for  good  in  repressing  oppo- 
sition a^  encouraging  friends  umil  every  onesin&netf  is  suffi- 
ciently guarded,  and  ml  men  are  pleased,  would  be  as  impolitic 
as  it  must  prove  vain  and  injurious.  I  have  therefore  invited 
attention  to  the  subject  in  a  way  that  has  not  been  attempted 
before;  and  as  the  rightful  guardians  of  the  Bethel  Flag,  I  com- 
mit this  work  to  your  care,  not  doubting  but  your  -efforts,  on 
all  occasions,  will  correspond  with  the  •  zeal,  the  sympathy, 
and  the  diligence  of  your,  noble  President. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 
Your  humble  Servant  and  Fellow  Labourer, 
For.  the  sake  of  Him  who  died  to  sare  Sailors, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


LITE  writer  of  "  27^  CuWo/n  Bouse'7  has  been  influenced  bjr. 
i olives  that  appeared  to  him  sufficiently  imperative  to  demand 
he  publication  of  this  work.  The  cause  of  God  among  Bri- 
ish  and  Foreign  sailors  is  dearer  to  him  than  life  itself:  it 
ias  advanced  with  a  rapidity  and  success,  almost  unparalleled 
n  the  history  of  the  progress  of  Christianity. .  He  wishes  it 
till  to  proceed  unobstructed  and  prosperous,  until  the. saving 
Lnowleoge  of  Christ  Jesus  shall  cover  the  ocean  and  all  at  &<* 
hall  "  know  the  Lord/'  from  the  captain  to  the  cabin-boy— 
1  from  the  least  to  the  greatest.*'  The  writer  has  seized  on  an 
occasion  in  which  opposition  has  been  most  successfully  r<*> 
relied*  and  he  conceives  the  case  fully  justifies  hi*  giving  the 
itcoost  .publicity  to  the  lawfulness  and  propriety,  of  religious, 
neeting*  among  Sailors-.  To  produce  increasing  interest  in 
his  work,  he  has  interspersed  various  striking,  anecdotes,  many 
>f  which  ace  known  only  to  himself,  from  his  habitual  inter** 
rourse  with  Marine  Society,  and  bisjmnual  labors  among  his 
jrother  seamen  for  their  spiritual  and  eternal  advantage. 

LORD  EGREMONT  AND  LORD  KING*    , 

He  has  also  been  deeply  concerned  for  the  maintenance  of 
•eligiqus  liberty  at  Minehead.  A  considerable  extent  of  pro- 
>erty  on  both  sides  of  this  port,  belongs  to  noblemen  whose 
iberality  and  candour  do  hojior  to  their  titles  and  to  their  fami* 
its.  At  Watcbet,  Lord  Egremont  grants  free  permission  to 
:\*t  ry  man  that  he  may  worship  God  according  tu  the  dictates 
»t'  his  own  conscience ;  and  at  Porlock,  Lord  King  has  freely 
;rauted  ground,  in  the  most  handsome  manner,  for  a  place  of 
worship;  but  at  Minehead,  (between  the  property  of  those  no* 
jlcmen,)  it  is  almost  certain  ruin  to  any  lami^y  that  shall  pre* 
ui me  to  embrace  an  opinion,  or  seek  for  a  chapel  at  all  diverse 
to  the  views  of  the  landholder ;  hence  many  families  of  Qua~ 
vers  are  wholly  removed  from  the  town*  and  their  meetings 
.lo5>ed ;  and  no  one  can  possibly  obtain  4place,  in  which  either 
jf  the  respectable  denominations  differing  from  the  church 
roiild  conduct  the  worship  of  Almighty  God.  What  strange 
infatuation  can  possess  the  Castle  on  this  subject,  it  is 
rasy  to  determine.  The  writer  sympathises  with  the  poor  of 
Minehead,  who  dare  not  have  any  chapel  in  the  placea  and  he 
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would  solemnly  call  on  the  owner  of  the  Castle  to  F 
meet  kit  God,  when  the  sighings  of  the  poor,  and  the  j 
of  souls,  imprisoned  by  the  restrictions  laid  on  preact 
Gospel,  will  come  up  in  remembrance  before  the  A 
and  "  every  secret  thing,"  either  in  or  out  of  thi 
"  whether  it  be  good  or  bad,"  will  be  revealed  befoi 
bled  worlds.  Nothing  will  then  appear  more  dangerou 
than  the  least  attempt  of  liny  mfcn,  Itowetrer  high  hi* 
restrain  the  rights  of  conscience.  A  communica, 
lately  made  to  the  writer  on  this  subject,  in  which  tb 

,  and  their  friends  are  recommended'  to  peruse  the  fi 
ter  of  the  Acts,  where  they  will  find  an  account  of  so 
ed  men  who  opposed  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel 
wise  counsel  they  received  from  a  doctor  of  the  ] 
said  to  them  "  Refrain  from  these  men,  and 
alone,  for  if  this  counsel  or  this  work  be  of  men,  it 

.  to  naught,  but  if  it  be  of  Godye  cannot  overthrow  it,  lei 
be  found  4o  fight  against  wo."  Hhe  writer  would 
ture  to  inform  the  inhabitants  of  Dunster  Castle,  tha 
a  most  malignant  pestilence  attacked  that  establtshme 
is  thus  described,  "It  destroyed  qftaiiy  of  all  ages,  but 
fatal  to  the  ancient  and  unhealthy.  When  3t  seemed  t 
by  a  sweat  or  diarrhoea,  it  soon  gathered  strength  agai 
times  the  patient  was  affected  with  madness,  but  oft 
stupidity,  great  weakness,  and  convulsive  motions ;  : 
suddenly ;  others  seemed  to  be  under  frightful  agonie 
that  escaped  were  affected  with  dulness  of  senses,  tr 
weakness  of  limbs,  and  convulsive  motions,  for  a  Jon 
terward."  Jehovah  does  not  always  visit  persecutic 
life,  but  he  can  if  he  pleases ;  and,  sooner  or  later,  ev* 
%  of  God  and  holiness,  and  every  persecutor  of  his  c 
•  *  finp!  that  it  is  at  his  eternal  peril  (if  lie  repent  not^ 

'    moves  a  finger  against  the  Gospel  or  the  Discioies  ot 

,:  J$as  Christ.    is  He  that  toucheth  you^"  says  the  Al; 

''tis  poor  and  despised  followers, '"toucheth  the  appU 
eye."    It  was  the  cry  of  the  Son  of  God  concerning 
derers,  an&3fc&i&tl  he  the  prayer  of  the  writer  for  all 
nents  of  fcjb^v whether  in  "the  Cvstleot  in  the  town 
head;  &JVT|$#f   fouoivb  theh,  thxt   x*ow    v\ 
they  i?o." ";'S:^ ■*■•■.  "  .,  -  ! 
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Jesus  sball  reign  where'er  the  son 
Docs  his  soocessite  joornejs  ran  ; 
His  kingdom  stretch  from  shore  to  shore, 
Till  raooos  shall  wax  and  wane  no  more. 

For  him  shall  endless  prayer  be  mad*». 
And  tailors  throng  to  crown  his  bead  : 
His  name  like  sweet  perfume  sbalLrise 
With  ererj  morning  sacrifice. 

Captain  and  crew  of  erery  tongne, 
Dwell  on  bis  love  with  sweetest  long ; 
And  infant  voices  sball  proclaim, 
Their  earl/  bietsingt  on  bis  name. 

Let  every  sailor  rise,  and  bring 
Peculiar  honors  to  our  king: 
Angels  descend  with  songs  again. 
And  earth  repeat  the  loud  Amen. 


ORIGIN  OF  THE  FLAG. 

S  the  year  1817,  at  the  invitation  of  a  frieud,  1  had  the 

ispeakable  pleasure  to  witness  a  succession  of  religious 

eetings  on  board  of  various  ships,  in  the  River  Thanes. 

lie  signals  adopted  by  the  Captains  and  Seamen,  to  give 

||ice  of  Divine  Worship,  were  a  Flag  in.  the  day  and  a 

|ntern  at.  the  mast  head,  by  night*    The  Flag  had  the 

' '  "  Bethel"  in  large  letters  on  a  blue  ground,  with  a 

m  Star  above  and  a  Dove  with  an  olive-branch  be- 

I  waa  instantly  struck  with  the  beauty  and  appo* 

less  of  the  signal,  and  having  been  a  signal-officer  my- 

If,  in  His  Majesty's  Navy,  under  tbe  comntand  of  Admi- 

I  Lord  Nblson/I  was  convinced  that  \(  any  flag  could 

imade  general  in  I  be  Merchant  Service  as  a  signal  for 

pe  worship  on  board,  it  would  be  of  immense  import* 

P  to  the  promotion  of  religion  and  morality  among 
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seamen  throughout  the  world.  I  determined,  ll 
to  adopt  tlm  expressive  signal,  which  a  handful 
seajnen  were  in  the  habit  of  hoisting*,  ano^  1'  had  l 
sure  to  see  it  flying  in  a  few  morittfs  from  Loodo 
to  Deptford.  lu  consequence  of  this  fla£  being 
played,  the  Floating  Chapel  in- the  Thames  was  < 
ed  to  promote  Christianity  among  Matiners*,  I 
of  this  signal,  we  have  had  the  British  and  Fori 
men's  Friend  Society  and  Bethel  Union  establish 
metropolis;  and  the  principal  sea  ports  of  Engla 
land,  and  Ireland,  have  caught  the  spirit  df  Chr 
ertions  for  the  salvation  of  perishing  Sailors,  ai 
Union  Societies  exist  now,  supported  by  good  u 
denominations,  who  present  to  the  world  the  fin 
of  "a  three-fold  cord  that  cannot, he  broken** 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  WORK. 

Some  of  the  happy  consequences  resulting  fro 
play  of  this  signal  and  the  worship  of  God  perf( 
deir  it  are,  that  Sn  London  there  is  a  general  uni 
ligious  men,  who  are  zealously  labouring  in 
car's  cause,  as  well  as  at  Bristol,  Liverpool,  1 
other  ports.  At  Edinburgh,  the  Church  of  Scot 
other  Christian  Friends,  have  established  a  Flos 
pel  and  Seamen's  Friend  Society.  At  Milford, 
an  active  Bethel  Union  is  now  fitting  up  a  Float 
pel.  At  Dublin,  the  Church  of  Ireland  has 
same,  and  the  ship  has  been  consecrated  by  ' 
bishop  of  Dublin;  and  a  work  is  now  in  progn 
some  zeaftoas  and  pious  members  of  the  Church 
land,  to  have  a  ship  moored  in  the  Upper  Pc 
Thames,  and  duly  consecrated  for  the  formula™ 
Establishment  and  the  worship  of  Almighty  C 
lesser  ports,  where  the  number  of  seamen  is  f 
necessarily  confine  <  their  exerttous  to  the  he 
the-Bethei  Flag  on  board  a  ship,  or  on  shore,  i 
sailors  can  assemble  to  seek  the  salvation  of  the 
tal  souls. 

naVal  patronage/ 

This  work  and  labour  of  Christian  love  leas  fa 
tioned  and  patronized  by  some  of  the.  most  era 
*n&  and  piety  tn  tins  kingdom,  amongst  whom 
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ouod  tbe  WgbtJJojiouraWe  Lead  Gambieh.  as  Presi- 
lent  of  tbe  Metropolitan  Institution;  tbe  Right  Hbdowr- 
tble  AdmLfal  tbe  Earl  of  Nokthesr,  Major  General 
SfgvTU*,  apd  3ir  Gbqrg*  Git  a  y,  presiding  ovdr  the 
Portsmouth  Bethel  Union;  the.  Right  Honourable  Ad- 
miral Lord  Exhqtjth  and.  Admiral  Murray,  presiding 
>v^r  tbe  Liverppal  Bgtfiei  Union,  and  the  Vlce-Admirsi 
af  England,  Admiral  Sir  James  SaIimabez,  as  Press- 
deot  of  tfee  Bristol  Bethel  Union  *. 

Tins,  noble  apd  national  cause  for  the  honour  of  God 
and  tl^aalvatjoa,  of  mariners,  has  fired  the  ancieat/Brltiab 
hearts  of  the,  America**,  and  bow  there  is  scarcely  a  se*> 
port  in  North  America  but  has  the  Bethel  Flag  taring  as 
a  signal  for  divine  worship.  The  Bethel  Flag  has  been 
hoisted  also  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  o*  board 
The  FrankKu,  74,  where  the  commodore's  broad  pennant 
waved  over  it*  .and  the*  boats  of  that  ship  were  lately 
employed  in  rowing  multitudes  on  board  to  attend  a  Be- 
the!  Meeting.. 

v*  '  ~ 

m 

EXTENT  OF  THE  WORK. 

Every  Sabbath-day  it  is  displayed  in  Rio  Janeiro ;  and 
ere  long  the  British  and  American  Whalers  will  behold  it 
on  the  Islands  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  inviting  their  crews 
to  serve  the  Lord.    It  has  not  only  extended  its  influence 
to  the  burning  regions  of  the  Torrid  Zone,  but  the  snows 
of  Greenland  bave  witnessed    the  triumphs  of  Bethel 
Meetings,  and  hundreds  of  sailors  every  Sabbath-day 
were  seen  last  winter  marching  over  the  ice  to  attend  re- 
ligious meetings  on  board  some  Greenland  ships.     At 
Cronstadt,  in  Russia,  the  flag  has  been  exhibited  every 
Sabbath-da  j ;  at  Hamburgh  it  wai  seen  the  whole  of  last 
winter  on  the  Elbe,  and  the  "  Senate"  hat  agreed  to  the 
esVabfiahment  of  a  Floating  Chapel  there.    At  Gibraltar 
it  is  the  established  signal  for  prayer,  and  lately  appeared 
at  the  mast-head  of  a  BtiUnos  Ay  res  frieate ;  and  without 
enumerating  the  multiplicity  of  places  where  it  is  now  be* 
coming  genera),  I » may  mention  onto  nutt  more,  m.  the . 
Bay  of  Bengal.     There  my  worthy  friend,  the  Rer,  WlL- 

•  Tfcs  sallaut  Afafra),  tit  Karl  of  St.  Vivceht,  tent  ■  present  of  a 
BctM  Rag  to  a  Sea^rt  Just  t»«foreAe  diedt 


*  14 

LIAM  WARD,  has  succeeded  at  Calcutta  in  esfabiii 
Bethel  Union  Society,  and  obtained  the  patrffrnage 
Governor  General,  thcMarqms  of  Hastings,  v 
Jiave  little  doubt  will  be  continued  by  his  Exc 
Lord  Amhbrst. 

From  the  rapid  view  of  the  progress  this  signal  ha 
to  general  adoption  and  patronage,  it  must  be  evide 
few,  if  any  plans  of  benevolence  have  been  started 
favoured  couutry  that  have  met  with  such  marks  o 
approbation,  or  that  give  greater  proof  of  punrc  t< 
usefulness.  In  short,  the  ftethelFlag,  as  a  signal 
worship  of  God  amongst  sailors,  is  on  its  UP&ag* 
the  world — in  the  track  of  Cooke  and  Drak£,  ai 
son  and  Nelson  ;  and  when  it  shall  have  compl 
circumnavigation  of  the  Globe,  it\will  return  with 
sure  richer  than  any  Acapulco  ship  could  ever  i 
and  infinitely  more  glorious  than  all  the  tropl 
Trafalgar,  after  the  mighty  sailings  and  fightings 
our  national  heroes :  nor  shall  it  ever  cease  whi 
lasts,  to  sail  round  and  round,  and  again  round  the 
on  board  the  ships  of  all  nations,  until  the  "  domii; 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  shall  be  from  sea  to  sea,'  an 
the  river,  whether  the  Thames  or  the  Severn,  "  to  tl 
of  the  earth."  What  friend  of  Christ  but  must  < 
with  the  most  lively  emotions  of  joy  and  triumph,  \ 
an  animating  prospect — '' 

Fly  abroad,  thou  mighty  signal, 

'Win  and  conquer,  never  cease ; 

Jean's  lasting,  wide  dominion. 

Multiply  and  still  increase : 
JSway  thy  sceptre,  sway  thy  sceptre,.    ■ 
Saviour,  all  the  world  around, 

i 

.  In  the  progress  of  this  cheering  advance  of  Ch 
zeal,  the  opposition  of  contending  parties  has  no 
very  great.  The  important .  cfaim  that  seamen  ha 
their  countrymen's  compassion  and  religious  exertion 
been  presented  ajt  various  times  with  sneh,  force  as 
lence  the  clamour  of  opponents,,  and  maiqtaia  a  su 
ful  march  fu  usefulness  in  the  Cause  of  genuine  Chri 
ity.  It  has  also  been  wisely  considered,  that  sailors 
hitherto  been  left  when  they  land  to  become  the  pi 
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prostitutes  and  Jews,  publicans  and  «runpj,  while  few  per- 
sona cared  for  tbeir  souls;  nor  has  thtf  natural  disinclina* 
tion  of  sailors  to  religion  been  overlooked,  or  the  short* 
neas  of  tbeir  stay,  in  poz*  forgotten. 

GROUNDS  OF  SUCCESS. 

From  these  and  various  other  considerations,  "under 
the  blessing  of  God,**  objections  have  vanished.  Religious 
men  have  cheerfully  come  forward,  and  the  Bethel  cause 
had  only  to  move  onward  for  prostrate  thousands  to  hail 
its  march  and  accelerate  its  operations.  The  general  nar 
ture  of  its  system  has  also  had  much  influence  in  com- 
manding success.  Apart  from  all  sectarian  views,. it  has 
aimed  only  to  do  good  to  sailors,  by  displaying  "  Christ 
crucified,  and  admonishing  to  "good  works"  as  the  fruit 
of  faith,  with  a  due  observance  of  the  several  relations  of 
the  seaman's  life,  at  sea,  on  shore,  in  high,  or  low  rank, 
and  in  all  the  variety  of  his  circumstances.  Uniting  all 
good  men  in  one  bond  of  Christian  fellowship  and  co- 
operation, it  has*  neither  adopted  Calvinism  or  Arrainian- 
ism,  dissent  or  schism,  but  has  proclaimed  as  it?  leading 
and  governing  principle — 

• 
Let  name*,  and  sects,  and  parties  fall, 
And  Jesns  Christ  be  all  in  all ! 

The  simplicity  of  its  plan  has  also  charmed  many  friends, ' 
and  disarmed  many  opponents.  A  ship,  fitted  up,  as  a 
chapel,  or  a  signal  flag  hoisted  on  board  a  ship  in  harbour, 
or  in  some  suitable  place  on  shore,  in  view  of  the  sailors, 
with  preaching  or  prayer,  singing  h^mns  and  reading  the 
Scriptures..  -These  have  been  its  leading  features,  and 
being  of  no  party,  sailors  have  been  at  free  liberty  to  at- 
tach themselves  to  whatever  Christian  denomination  they' 
I vlestoed,  after  conversion  to  God. 

With  such  liberality,  candour,  ajril  reasonable  proceed- 
ings uniformly  manifesting  all'  ndssible  deference  to  any 
authorities  that  claimed  it,  we  had  not  anticipated  any 
powerful  interference  to  prevent  this  good  work,  and  were 
therefore  busily  employed  io  promoting  it.  Those  of  us 
who  commenced  the  business,  were  not  such  novices  in 
maritime  affairs,  as  not  to  know  the  nature  of  the  flags 
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and  jMgnals  most  generally  used  hytae/tstabtished  laws 
of  different  options,  In  adopting  the  Bethel  flag  •»  * 
general  signal  for  worship,;  we  were  well  convinced  we 
were  not  infringing  qn  the  law,  of  any  nation,  or  tberigbo 
of  any  department  of  His  Majesty's  government*  It  was 
ft  new  flag :  it  was  a  signal  to  be  established  by  voluntary 
Consent  for  a  particular  purpose;  for  which  there  was  no 
general  signal  in  the  merchant  service*  As  officers  who 
had  served  in  His  Majesty's  navy,  in  various  capacities, 
we  certainly  knew  the  established  signal  for  divine  worship 
in  that  service ;  and  as  to  the  Union  Jack  and  other  flags, 
we  knew  also  they  were  the  distinguishing  flags  of  the  nation, 
regulated  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  that  they  had  always 
been  very  properly  guarded  by  necessary  and  wholesome 
regulations,  to  prevent  the  confusion  and  mistakes  that 
would  otherwise  occur,  as  well  as  to  preserve  the  proper 
dignity  of  the  Britv&h  navy  above  the  East  India,  or  any 
ether  service  under  the  direction  of  private  merchants  or 
commercial  unions.  We  thought  it  had  been  notorious 
in  this  country,  that  a  penalty  of  £600  was  annexed  to 
Our  naval  laws,  if  any  captain  of  a  merchant  vessel  ie- 
ftinged  on  the  rights  of  the  navy,  by  using  any  ooe  of  her 
,  distinguishing  flags;  but  in  making  or  executing  those 
laws,,  no  one"  ever  heard  of  their  extending  to  my  JFZtg 
but  such  as  wejre  appointed  by  law  for  the  use  of  bis  Ma* 
jesty's  navy,  ancj  for  the  prevention  of  smuggling ;  conse- 

2uently,  these  laws  never  could  have  any  reference  to  a 
ag  which  has  onjv  been  established  very  recently,  and 
whiph  itas  no  connexion  whatever  with  naval  rules* 

SURPRIZING  INTERFERENCE. 

Satisfied*  with  these  things,,  we  knew  that  no  person 
on  earth  could  legally  or  justly  prevent  any  class  of  His 
.  Majesty's  marine  subjects;  from  hoisting  any  preconcert* 
ed  signal  that  .did  not  talcing  to  the  navy,  and  that  was 
simply  for  the  most  public  warship  of  Almighty  God, 
where  the  monarch  and  government  of  this  country  are 
always  the  subjects  of  grateful  and  solemn  prayer.  Is  is 
therefore  impossible,  to  express  the  astonishment  and  se- 
gret  we  have  felt  at  the  strange  proceedings  of  some  per- 
sons at  Minehead  and  Watchet;  astonishment  at  softer- 
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ittg-a  wwtit  of  th'ewiost  drdtoary  information,  andiygrrt 
that  gentlemen,  filling  respectable  situations  ma  branch 
of  theiiatfoffal  revenue,  should  90  far  commit  themselves 
jas  to*  adopt  measures 'equally  contrary  to  law  arid  equity, 
io  candour  and  good  sense,  to  civil  and  religious  liberty. 
After  the  rapid  and  comparatively  unopposed  progress  of 
the  Bethel  cause  throughout  the  world,  it  appears,  how- 
ever, to  have  been  reserved  for  the?  small  ports  of  Mine- 
head  and  Watchet,  in  the  Bristol  Channel,  to  exhibit  the 
nature  and  extent  of  that  enmity  to  the  progress  of  the 
Gospel,  which  has  been  so  often  exerted  and  so  uni- 
formly defeated,  to  the  disgrace  of  all  who  have  been  S6 
unfortunately  blinded  as  to  fall  in  among  the  ranks  of 
the  Saviour  s  adversaries.     He  commands  that'the  tidings 
of  salvation  have  free  course ;  they  enjoin  that  it  be  ob- 
structed.    Time  and  judgment  will  prove  what  power 
will  prevail. >But  to  enter  on  a  narrative  of  proceed- 
ings which  have  produced  the  preceding  remarks.    Mr. 
L.  (who  had  been  engaged  with  me  in  Bristol  and  other 
parts,  establishing  the  Bethel  cause,)  had  settled  some 
months  in  Watchet,  and  happily  succeeded  in  forming  a 
Bethel  Union  Society  for  that  Port.    A  Flag  having  been 
procured  from  London  for  the  Society,  Mr.  L.  very  pro- 
perly took  it  to  Minehead  and  Porlock-Ware,  and  hoisting 
it  on  board  different  vessels,  assisted  in  performing  divine 
service  among  the  sailors,  directing  them  to  flee  from  the 
'  wrath  to  come.    The  custom  house  officers  of  the  port 
,  of  Minehead  interfered,  and  talked  of  a  law  to  prevent 
[  flags  being  hoisted  under  a  penalty  of  £600.      This 
alarmed  some  good  people 'in  the  neighbourhood,  and  I 
suppose  the  worthy  gentlemen  concluded  they  had  only 
to  conjure  up  this  phantom,  to  frighten  all  the  captains, 
and  sailors,  and  preachers  of  the  vicinity.     Mr.  L.  Com- 
municated the  intelligence  of  this  opposition  to  me,  but 
knowing  (what  I  supposed  every  person  at  all  conver- 
sant with  shipping  must  know,)  that  the  law  about  naval 
flags  was  restricted  entirely  to  such  as  belong  to  the  na- 
vy, and  that  it  had  no  more  concern  with  the  Bethel  Flag, 
than  the  officers  of  Minehead  have  with  the*  inhabitants 
of  the  moon.  I  certainly  smiled  at  the  information,  with- 
out taking  any  trouble  about  it,  never  supposing  any  per- 
sons could  be  so  ignorant,  or  so  wicked,  as  to  proceed 
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to  ettfettitiea  on  a  aqposjlkmas  weak**  it  was eo&tn 
to  all  the  jurisprudence  now  io  operation  fltroaajhont  t 
kingdom,  la  this  conclusion  it  seems  I  Jtad  wronged  t 
offices* .of  Minehead,  ms  4h*y  pete  determined  notto 
iotanidated,  but  resolve*1  SB  proceeding  with  ike  w 
heroic  fortitude. 

THE  SAILOR'S  MAGAZINE.  j 

Tbe  following  at  tick  appeared  in  tfris  increasingly  j 
spectable  work  for  March,  1823;—"  Soon  after  { 
pricking  on  board  The  Fair  Trader %  at  Minehead,  a 
pqrt  came. to  Watchet  to  this  effect,  thai,  if  any  2fci| 
Flag*  were  again  hoisted  in  Minehead  or  Watchet, 
Captains  of  the  vessels  allowing  this  to  be  done,  should 
prosecuted  for  the  fine  of  £500,  according  to  some  tcc 
Acts  of  Parliament.  On  enquiry,  I  found  these  ads  o 
refer  to  an  improper  use  of  flags  belonging  to  the  naj 
pa  board  merchant  vessels,  and  could  of  course  have! 
reference  to  a  flag  which  is  neither  naval  or  mercant 
The  report  was  first  put  in  circulation  by  some  geaj 
Inatv  or  gentlefae*,  in  the  customhouse  at.Minebe 
and  transmitted  to  the  captains. and  merchants  hi| 
through  the  custom  house  agents  resident  in  this  pla 
4s  the  same  intimidation  may  be  used  in  other  places 
prevent  captains  lending  their  vessels  for  the  worship 
God,  perhaps  you  will  deem  it  expedient  to  notice  it,  a 
to  explain  the  true  object  of  these  enactments/'  ! 

"  it  is  lamentable  that  such  meritorious  officers  sboa 
be  confined  to  the  minor  port  of  Minehead.  Were  i\ 
Lords  of  the  Treasury  to  be  informed  of  their  sagocii 
we  should  anticipate  their  promotion  to  tbe  rank  of  Si 
veyors  General,  if  not  to  a  seat  at  the  Board  of  Corneal 


signers." 


NOBLE  INSTITUTIONS, 

Where  could  these  gentlemen*  have  lived  during 'the  lasts 
years!  Surely  the  liberal,  benevolent,  and  active  spiri 
of  Christian  effort  to  evangelize  all  classes,  and  bring  a 
nations  to  the  obedience  of  the  faith,  cannot  be  wbollj 
unknown  at  Minehead,    Have  the  noble  exertions  of  tli 


Church  Missionary,  London  Missionary,  Methodist  Mis* 
sionary*  Baptist  Missionary,  and  Moravian  Missionary 
Societies  shed  no  influence  on.  the  Port  of  Minehead? 
H4s  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  with  all  its  ei+. 
vil  and  ecclesiastical  tank,  and  weakb,  and  piety,  eonatn* 
nicated  ho  like  precious  faith  to  Miaehead  and  WejtdKfe? 
Have  the  Naval  and  Military  Bible  Society,  and  die  Mer? 
chant  Seamen's  Bible  Society,  with  the  strength  of  the 
British  Army  and  Navy,  and  (he  greater  part  of  merea**- 
tile  influence  connected  with  the  dignified  and  royal 
patronage  they  enjoy,  remained  unknown  to  Miaehead 
and  Watchet  ?-   Or,  to  come  nearer  home,  Is  it  not  known' 
to  the  officers  of  Minehead,  that  many  of  Ike  mast  valu^ 
able  and  most  respectable  of  the  gentlemen  connected 
both  with  the  Excise  and  Qustoms;  are  now  become  de- 
cidedly pious  characters,  and  zealously  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  Christ's  kingdom?    Or  is  Minehead  the  only 
dark  spat  in  this  distinguished  land  of  religious  liberty, 
where  the  rights  of  conscience  are  so  well  understood,  and 
so  ably  guarded  by  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  and  the 
assent  of  every  good  man  ?     Is  there  any  spell  upon  re* 
ligious  truth  in  Miaehead  ?    Any  darkened  hemisphere 
that  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  has  not  penetrated?    In 
there    any    determined    opposition    to    the  Gospel  of 
Christ,    and  are  there  any  persons  in  Minehead  who 
hate  the  light,  and  will  not  come  to  the  light,  or  suffer 
the  light  to  come  to  them,  became  their  deeds  are  m/P 
If  indeed  any  or  all  of  these  things  are  to  be  found  at 
Minehead  and  its  vicinity,  and  the  respectable  officers  of 
the  Customs  in  that  port  should  in  an  evil  moment  have 
ientthemselves  to  such  influence,  I  would  invite  them,  as 
honest  men,  to  "  come  out  from  among  the  wicked,"  and 
seek  the  salvation  of  their  own  souls,  that  they  perish  not 
with  gainsayers  and  the  enemies  of  the  Cross  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

The  very  appropriate  title  of  the  following  communica- 
tion from  a  minister,  u 


u 


THE  BETHEL  FLAGJNTERDICTED. 


If 


«  Mtneksad,  80tf  April,  1823. 
My  Lord,— I  take  the  liberty  to  solicit  your  lord* 


shipV  attention  to  a  grievance  of  which'  I  have  tc 

coaiplaiat,  and  wbicb,  though  it  appears  trivial  at  \ 

may  aeon  wear  a  more  serious  complexion  and  evei 

injure  the  partita   with  whom  it  originates;  a  c 

stance  that  would  give  me  great  concern.    Anxi 

promote  the  best  interests  of  seamen  on  this  coast, 

habitants  of  Watchet  last  year  formed  themselves 

society,  and  purchased  a  Bethel  Flag  to  bold   re 

meetings  for  seamen  on  board  vessels,  in  imitation 

Bethel  Union  Society,  of  which  your  lordship  is  pre 

And   it  being  desirable  to  extend  the  benefits    o 

meetings  to  other  places  of  the  vicinity,  the  reside 

nister  at  Watchet  came  to  this  port,  hoisted  the 

Flag  at  the  mast-head  of  a  sloop,  and  preached 

evening  to  a  concourse  of  people  from  the  town  and 

This,  it  appears,  gave  offence  to  some  persons  hen 

notice  was  speedily  circulated  in  Watchet  and  Miu 

*  that  if  any  more  Bethel  Flags  were  hoisted  on  boa 

sels,  in  either  place,  such  vessels  would  be  seized 

officers  of  the  Customs,  and  the  captains  prosecu 

a  fine  of  £600,  according  to  some  recent  Acts   o 

liament,  regulating  what  kind  of  flags  are  to-  be  m 

board  merchant  vessels.*    The  Bethel  Flag  has  bee 

stantly  hoisted  since,  in  Porlock-Ware,  Minehea< 

Watchet,  but  not  on  hoard  vessels,  the  Weather,  i 

winter,  not  permitting  the  Bethel  Meetings  to   b< 

afloat.     At  length  the  season  is  arrived,  when  it  \ 

most  agreeable  and  useful,  for  the  Bethel  Meetings 

held  within  board,  and  for  our  signal-flag  to  take  i( 

per  station,  at  the  mast-head.     But  the  friends  of  s< 

here  would  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  involve  any  we 

posld  captain  in  trouble,  hindrance  of  his  business 

atioufcand  perhaps  expensive  disputes  with  gentlen 

<  office,  all  which,  they  are  aware,  might  possibly  oc< 

the  result  of  mere  mistake,  leaving  at  last  the  pari 

tuaily  injured  without  the  smallest  indemnity ;  am 

existence  of  the  above  notice,  uncontradicted  by  p 

authority,  operates  as*  an  intimidation,  andnraybav 

effect  of  suspending  all  meetings  afloat.     Means 

been  employed  to  induce  these  gentlemen  to  suspect 

own  judgments  and  to  make  farther  enquiry.    Tliej 

^now,  that  the  Bethel  Jlag  is  patronized  by  your  lord 


n 

;  and  by  other  high  naval  characters,  yet  fir  ffmireudmg 

'  as  U  tkeir  atawed  4e$ermt*etim,  they  still  give  out  tkey 

wUl  seize  and  detain  t/ke  first  9tsstl  thai  shall  exhibit  the 

flag,  and  that  in.  so  doing,  Aey  shall  only  act  according 

to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  their  official  instructions. 

"  The  friends  of  seamen  on  this  coast,  cannot  believe 
for  a  saoment  that  there  is  any  thing  illegal  in  their  pro- 
ceedings, sanctioned  as  they  know  the  same  exertions  to- 
be,  in  the  principal  ports  of  bis  Majesty. 

"  We  therefore  entreat  your  lordship's  kind  interven- 
tion  in  such  a  way  as  may  suggest  itself  to  your  lordship, 
and  we  doubt  not  the  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  Mioebead 
officers,  will  soon  be  rectified.  "  J.  L. 

"  Secretary  to  the  Watchet  Bethel  Union." 

ADMIRAL  LORD  GAMBIER. 

"  London,  14**  May,  1823. 

«  To  Mr.  J.  L.  Watchet. 
"  Sir,— la  reply  to  your  letter  of  90th  olt.  stating  that 
the  officers  of  the  customs  at  Mioebead  bad  interfered 
with  the  hoisting  of  the  Bethel  Union  Flag  iu  that  port, 
declaring  rt  to  be  an  infringement  of  same  recent  l*w$, 
and  subjecting  the  captains,  so  offending,  to  a  fine  of 
£o00, 1  would  observe,  that  there  cannot  be  any  law  that 
prohibits  the  hoisting  of  a  flag  of  that  description :  it  is 
merely  a  signal-flag,  and  is  no  distinctive  flag  of  any  nation. 
It  is  displayed  for  the  laudable  purpose  of  assembling  the 
seamen  in  the  port,  for  the  worship  of  Almighty  God ; 
the  same  is  practised  in  the  port  of  London,  and  other 
ports,  almost  daily,  and  no  obstacle  ever  thrown  in  the 
way  of  it.  I  should  therefore  hope,  that  when  an  explan- 
ation is  given  to  the  principal  officers  of  the  Customs  in 
the  port,  that  they  will  not  interfere  with,  nor  obstruct* 
the  blessed  and  holy  service  in  which  the  seamen  in  the 
port  of  Mioebead  are  engaged,  where  the  Bethel  Union 
Flag  is  hoisted.  If,  however,  any  farther  obstruction 
•hould  be  made  to  it,  and  you  will  acquaint  me  therewith, 
I  will  apply  to  the  King's  Government  for  redress. 

"  I  am,  Sir, 
"  Your  sincere  humble  Servant, 

"  GAMBIER." 


Persons  in  general  would  have  presumed,  tfiat  so  ex- 
plicit and  excellent  a  communication  frnni  a  nobleman 
like  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Gambieb,  who  had  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  at  sea,  and  certainly  must  have 
had  as  .much  knowledge  of  flags  as  the  custom  house 
officers  of  Minehead  and  Watchet,  would  have  been  suffi- 
cient. As  midshipman,  lieutenant,  and  captain,  his  lordship 
must  necessarily  have  'been  fully  conversant  with  every  kind 
of  flag  used  by  the  navy,  or  allowed  to  the  merchant  ser- 
vice ;  but  as  admiral,  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  grand 
fleet,  he  certainly  must  have  been  as  capable  of  delivering 
an  opinion  on  flags  as  any  person  in  the  nnited  kingdom. 
As  to  the  correctness  and  integrity  of  that  opinion,  no  per- 
son who  knows  the  character  of  his  lordship,  or  considers 
his  station  as  president  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society, 
will  suppose  for  a  moment  it  was  possible  for  the  noble 
lord  to  deliver  an  opinion  that  was  not  founded  on  the 
strictest  uprightness.  But  the  officers  of  Minehead  and 
Watchet,  of  course,,  preferred  their  own  opinion  to  the 
one  expressed  by  his  lordship,  as  will  appear  by  the  fol- 
lowing account  of 

1  THE  BETHEL  FLAG  HAULED  DOWN. 

The  above  letter  of  his  lordship  was  soon  handed  to 
the  custom  house  officers  at  Watcher,  and  after  they  had 
perused  it,  a  copy  of  it  was  sent  to  the  collector  at  Mine- 
head.  The  question  now  came  to  an  experiment.  The 
flag  was  hoisted  at  the  head  of  a  vessel  in  the  harbour  of 
Watchet,  for  a  meeting  in  the  evening,  and  was  imme- 
diately ordered  down  by  the  officers  of  this  place.  The 
particulars  of  this  occurrence  are  stated  in  the  following 
letter  to  Lord  Gambier. 


4( 
it 


Watchet,  30/ A  May,  1823. 

My  Lord, — Your  favour  of  the  14th  May,  acquaint- 
ing the  friends  of  seamen  here,  that  there  is  no  law.  pro- 
hibiting the  use  of  the  Bethel  Union  Flag,  was  immedi- 
ately handed  to  the  officers  of  the-  Customs  resident  in 
this  place,  and  a  duplicate  forwarded  to  Richard  £b  a  RLE, 
Esq.  the  Collector  at  Minehead.  I  was  indirectly  in- 
formed in  both  places  soon  after,  that  no  attention  vtyold 


^3  x 

be  r)aid  to  youriordsliipV  communication.  This  intimi- 
dation has  now  been  verified  on  the  part,  of  the  officers  of 
this  port;  a  circumstance,  which  again  impels  me  to  {rou- 
ble your  lordship.  Yesterday  evening  it  was  proposed, 
for  the  first  time  this*  summer,  to  hold  a  Bethel  Meeting 
out  of  doors,  on  the  pier  of  this  town,  and  the  .Bethel 
Union  Flag  was  hoisted  as  a  signal,  at  the  mast-head  of 
the  sloop  Sociable  Friends,  Captain  William  Gimblett, 
Master  and  Owner,  and  who  is  also  one  of  the  Committee 
of  Ike  Watchet  Bethel  Union  Society.     Scarcely  had  the 

flag  waved  a  few  minutes,  when' Messrs.  J and  ft % 

officers  in  the  Customs,  went  alongside  the  vessel,  then 
moored  against  the  pier,  and  demanded  of  the  crew,  by 
whose  order  the  Bethel  Flag  had  been  hoisted  ?  They  an- 
swered, by  my  order*  They  then  said,  that  if  the  flag 
had  been  hoisted  by  the  captain's  order,  they  should  have 
proceeded  in  some  other  manner,  (that  is,  no  doubt,  have 
seized  and  detained  the  vessel,)  but  as  it  was  done  by  my 
direction  (the  captain  being  absent  at  the  time)  they 
should  only  insist  on  the  flag  being  instantly  hauled  down* 
which  was  accordingly  done.  And  thus,  my  lord,  have 
they  publicly  demonstrated  their  determination  to  sup- 
press all  religious  meetings'  for  seamen,  on  board  vessel* 
on  this  coast,  in  the  places  of  their  jurisdiction ;  and 
which  they  will  certainly  continue  doing,  if  not  counter-, 
manded  by  higher  authority.  We.  therefore  in  treat  your 
lordship's  farther  assistance,  and  we  trust  our  opponents 
will,  ere  long,  be  convinced  that  they  are  not '  wiser  than 
all  men'  throughout  the  kingdom,  who  are  acting  in  the 
same  department  of  his  Majesty's  service,  and  who  yet 
have  not  interfered  to  prevent  the  useful,  display  of  the 
Bethel  Flag/ 

"  I  am,  my  lord,  &c.  J.  L." 

*'  You  will  be  pleased  to  hear,  that  this  interposition  of 
the  officers  did  not  prevent  the  intended  meeting.  As 
soon  a»  a  messenger  had  informed  me  that  the  flag  was 
struck,  I  hastened  to  the  quay,  borrowed  one  of  the  sweep- 
oars  of  the  vessel,  had  the  flag  rigged  to  it,  and  secured 
to  one  of  the  mooring-po.sts  on  th>t  pier,  where  it  remain- 
ed till  the  worship  under  it  in  the  evening'  was  ended  t  no 
attempt  having  been  yet  made  to  prevent  its  appearance 
ou  shore.     As  I  was  sending  off  the  above  .letter  to  Lord 
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GambiRR,  I  received  the  following  from  the  Minded 
officers,  agd  which  1  also  forwarded  to  his  lordship." 

CUSTOM  JHOUSE  OFFICERS. 

"  To  Mr.  J.  L.  Watcbet,  Port  of  Minehead. 

"  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  to  Mr.  SEARLB,  com- 
municating the  contents  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Gambier, 
dated  the  14th  inst.  in  answer  to  yours  on  the  subject  of 
hoisting  the  '  Bethel  Flag'  on  board  vessels  in  the  har- 
bour of  Minehead  and  its  creeks  'for  the  purpose  of  hold- 
ing religious  meetings  for  seamen/  we  beg  to  acquaint 
you  that,  conformably  with  the  existing  tows,  we  conceive 
it  to  be  our  duty  to  prevent  the  hoisting  of  any  other  flag, 
or  colour,  on  board  merchant  ships  and  vessels,  belong- 
ing to  the  subjects  of  His  Majesty,  than  the  one  prescrib- 
ed to  be  used  and  worn  on  board  such  vessels  by  Rojtl 
Proclamation,  dated  the  1st  January,  1801  *,  and  an  Act 

*  I  hare  carefully  examined  this  important  document  to  which  the 
offi^jrs  refer,  it  is  entitled— 

«  BY  THE  KING.— A  PROCLAMATION, 

"  Declaring  what  ensign  or  colours  shall  be  borne  at  sea  in  merthat 
vessels,  or  vessels  belonging  to  any  of  his  Majesty's  sobjeots  of  tka 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  dominion  that* 
unto  belonging."  It  concludes  as  follows :  "  Given  at  our  oaart,  ai 
St  James's,  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  asi 
one,  in  the  forty-first  year  of  our  reign."  The  chief  paragraph  in  it  row 
thus:  •"  Aod  to  tbe  end -that  none  of  our  subjects  may  praam*,  * 
board  their  ships,  to  wear  oar  flags,  jacks,  and  pendants,  whiofc,  accord- 
ing to  ancient  usage,  have  been  appointed  as  a  distinction  to  ooc  ship*, 
or  any  flags,  jacks,  or  pendants  in  shape  and  mixture  of  oolonrs  so  fir 
resembling'  ours  as  not  to  be  easily  distinguished  therefrom;  we  do,  wiA 
tbe  advice  of  oar  Privy  Council,  hereby  strictly  obftrge  and  oomausd 
all  our  subjects  whatsoever,  that  they  do  not  presume  to  wear  in  any  «* 
their  ships  or  vessels  our  jack,  oomnioory  called  the  union-jack,  nor  say 
pendants,  nor  any  such  colours  as  are  usually  borne"  by  our  ships,  with- 
out particular  warrant  for  so  doing  from  us,  or  our  high  admiral  for  tat 
time  being:  rind  we  do- hereby  also  further  command  all  our  loving 
subjects,  that  without  such  warrant '.as  aforesaid,  they  pressuM  notto 
wear  on  board  the  ships  or  vessels,  any  flags,  jaaka,  pendente,  or  co- 
lours, made  in  imitation  of,  or  resembling  ours."  These  prafcihitsofts  to 
merchant  ships,  respect  the  distinction  ^ags  of  the.  navy,  or  colours  so 
resembling  naval  flags  ns  not  to  be  easily  distinguished  from  tbem,  ar 
such,  as  are  made  in  imitation  of  aay  naval  flags  usually  esnpWjoslia  Ih 
Majesty's  ships. 

The  Bethel  Flag  has  not  the  slightest  relation  to  amy  of  tbftt  prohi- 
bitions, as  the  view  of  it  purposely  annexed  to  tbis.wo*|t  will  oostviacc 
any  person  at  all  acquainted  with  flags. 
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of  His  present  Majesty,  entitled  *  An  Act  to  amend  the 
laws  for  the  prevention  of  smuggling/ 

"  We  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  your  letter  and  its  con- 
tents to  the  Honourable  Board  of  Customs,  for  their  con- 
sideration. 

"  We  are,  Sir,  &c. 
€t  Custom  House,  Minehead, ' 
2d  May,  ,18&3." 


€< 


txeortlemen  who  could  order  the  Bethel  Flag  to  be  haul- 
ed down,  and  thus  do  their  utmost  to  suppress  religious 
meetings  on  the  decks  of  ships,  for  the  instruction  of 
sailors,  supposed  they  were  doing  their  duty  as  Cus- 
tom House  Officers,  but  they  certainly  must  have  act- 
ed under  some  strange  influence.  When  the  Legis- 
lature made  an  act  to  prevent  smuggling,  was  it  intended 
as  a  prevention  of  the  worship  of  Almighty  God  by  a  cap- 
tain or  his  crew,  on  the  deck  of  his  own  ship,  while  he 
hoists  a  flag  at  his  mast-head  that  has  no  concern  what- 
ever with  the  Admiralty  or  Custom  House,  but  simply  to 
invite  his  brother-captains  and  sailors  to  join  with  him  in 
his  devotions  ?  That  any  man  of  education  could  for  a 
moment  believe,  and  seriously  act  on  such  an  absurdity, 
with  the  "  acts"  in  his  ^possession,  is  "  passing  strange,"  . 

PERSECUTED  COLLIERS. 

I  remember  when  the  Bethel  Flag  had  been  hoisted  a 
few  times  on  board  some  colliers  on  the  Thames,  and  the 
poor  north-country  sailors  assembled  for  singing  and 
prayer,  after  their  wearisome  day's  work  in  discharging 
the  ship,  there  was  a  great  spirit  of  persecution :  water- 
men laughed  at  it,  and  shouted,  "Well  done,  Methodists  ; 
Go  along  Bob ;"  drunken  sailors  threw  coals  at  the  poor 
men  who  were  reading  their  Bible  or  praying  on  their 
knees ;  swearing  captains  called  for  damnation  on  the  ~ 
tnethodistioal  rascals ;  while  broken-down  merchants  and 
unprincipled  insolvents,  who  had  just  been  discharged 
from  the  Kind's  Bench  prison,  joined  in  the  world's  dread 
laugh,  inspiriting  the  crews  in  the  different  tiers  to  malig- 
nant opposition  and  galling  sarcasm.  Our  pious  saifors, 
«nd  the  few  landsmen  who  joined  them  from  the.  shore, 
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nevertheless'  persevered ;  like  the  rejigious  societies  m 
king's  ships,  last  war,  who  met  every  evening  for  prayer 
between  the  guns  on  the  main-deck,  while  their  enemies 
seat  in  prostitutes  to  interrupt  them,  threw  various  things 
at  them,  and  rolled  shot  in  among  them.  The  pioas 
crews  who  met  under  the  Bethel  Flag,  like  their  brethren 
in  our  men  of  war,  considered  the  spirit  of  their  adorable 
master,  and  therefore  rendered  not  "  evil  for  evil,  nor  re- 
viling for  reviling, v  but  meekly  persevered,  knowing  that, 
in  matters  of  conscience,  they  most  "  obey  God  rather 
than  man." 

The  enemies  of  this  "  cloud,  the  bigness  of  a  man's 
hand,  rising  out  of  the  sea,"  were  very  numerous,  but  al- 
though I  have  been  acquainted  with  almost  every  occur- 
rence connected  with  these  meetings,  I  do  not  recollect 
'bearing  that  Custom  House  officers  in  any  port  have  inter- 
fered with  the  Bethel  Flag.  Some  malicious  persons 
did,  however,  convey  a  report  a  few  years  since  to  as 
officer  of  the  police,  that  sailors  were  turning  radicals,  aad 
that  they  met  in,  large  companies  every  night  on  board  a 
ship  to  plot  treason.  It  was  added,  that  this  secret  pka 
was  carried  on  by  private  signals,  communicated  with  s 
certain  flag,  containing  some  Masonic  emblem  in  the  day- 
time, and  a  dirty  ship's  lantern  at  night. 

THE  POLICE  BOAT. 

With  this  information,  an  officer,  with  ail  possible  pre- 
caution and  secreey,  rowed  down  in  the  evening  and  quietly 
came  alongside  a  brig,  in  which  one  of  the  sailors*  meet- 
ings, under  the  Bethel  Flag,  was  held*  As  it  was  winter, 
the  meeting  was  held  in  the  cabin  and  half-deck,  and  steer- 
age, ea«h  of  which  was  quite  fuU.  The  officer  quietly 
stepped  oti,deck,  while  the  police  boat  remained  along- 
side, and  placed  himself  at  the  companion,  or  the  bead  of 
the  cabin  entrance,  and  listened  to  what  was  going  for- 
ward. To  his  utter  'astonishment  he  heard  one  sailor 
give  out  a  hymn  of  two  or  three  verses,  which  all  sang  with 
the  greatest  energy ;  he  then  heard  a  sailor  in  solemn 
prayer;  another  gave  out  a.  hymn  and  went  to  prayer; 
others  prayed  in  succession,  and  such  was  the  simplicity, 
fervor,  and  devotion  of  the  service,  that  the  officer  was 


considerably  impressed  with  the  whole.  One  man  praised 
God  "  for  bringing  them  safe  into  port ;"  another  thanked 
the  Lord  "  for  a  thousand  mercies  at  sea,  during  the  late 
heavy  gales ;"  another  implored  the  favour  and  blessing 
of  God  "  when  they  should  drop  down  the  river  ;n  another 
supplicated  mercy  "on  his  wife  and  children?*  wWle 
another  intreated  God  to  "  bless  his  parents  and  rela- 
tives."'  This  was  altogether  so  contrary  to  what  the 
officer  expected,  that  at  the  close  of  the  service  he  sung 
out,  "  Below  there !"  "  Hallo,"  said  a  rough  seaman  from 
the  steerage*  "  Is  your  captain  on  board  V9  *'  Yes.'* 
"Send  him  up  here."  "  Hi,  hi !"  The  captain  imme- 
diately mounted  the  cabin  ladder,  and  was  surprised  to 
discover  a  police  officer  by  the  companion,  and  his-  boat 
full  of  men  alongside.  "Are  these  the, sort  of  meeting*  ♦ 
you  have  (said  the  officer,  evidently  mucV  affected,)  under 
this  flag  and  lantern  you  hoist?"  "  Yes,  Sir,  we  hatve  no 
other  object,  when  I  and  my  poor  lads  meet  together  and 
invite  our  brother  sailors  in  the  tiers  around  us,  than  to 
sing  the  praises  of  G6p!  and  humbly  implore  his  protection 
when  we  go  to  sea;  for  King  David  says,  'He  is  the  con- 
fidence of  all  them  that  are  afar  off  on  the  sea  ;' "  "  But 
we  heard  ashore  that  yotnvere  plotting  treason  against 
the  King  and  Government."  "  God  forbid,  master,  that 
we  should  do  so  wickedly ;"  we  are  plain  north-country 
traders,  and  we  have  nothing  to  do  in  the  pool  but 
discharge  our  cargoes  of  coal  and  go  down  to  the 
North  for  more.     As  for  the  King,  God  bless  him :  you  ! 

may  tell  him,  master,  that  religious  sailors  will  not  in- 
jure him  or  his  government.  They  would  rather  pray  for 
him  on  their  bended  knees ;  and  I'm  sure  his  Majesty 
must  know  that  it  is  much  more  for  his  happiness  that 
his  subjects  should  humbly  pray,  than*  riotously  shout, 
'  God  save  the  King.*  "  The  officer  wms  so  struck  with 
the  scene,  that  he  added,  "  Well,  my  lads,  you  meet  then 
for  no  other  purpose  but  to  servo  God  and  get  good  to 
your  souls?1'  "  That's  all,  your  honour,"  said  the  men 
below.  "  Well  then,  go  on  my  fine  fellows,  you  shall  have 
no  obstructions  from  the  police,  and  I  hope  God  Almighty 
will  bless  you  all."  "  Praise  God/'  said  some  men  who 
had  been  trembling  for  the  consequence  of  this  visit. . 
"  Praise  God,"  cried  all  bands.  "  Let  us  sing,"  said  they, 
as  with  one  voice,  to  the  Old  Hundreth  tune — 
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Praise  God,  from  «*•*»  all  Nestings  lit, 
Praise  him  all  creatures  Jure  below, 
Praise  him  $bov€  je  heavenly  host, 
>  Praise  Father,  Sou,  and  Holj  Ghost. 

4 

TJie  psalm  began,  and  the  police  boat  rowed  off,  while 
Ihr  solemn .  sounds  of  this  far-famed  tune  broke  the 
stillness  of  the  night  on  the  river,  and  seemed  to  keep 
pace  with  the  oars  of  the  police  cutter,  as  she  slowly 
passed  the  tiers  of  colliers  in  the  lower  pool,  while  tin 
officer  sat  in  the  stern-sheets,  wondering  to  think  tha 
sailors,  who  were  so  notorious  in  the  pool  for  swearing 
should  have  'exchanged  it  for  praying.  What  hath  Go 
wrought! 

From  that  time  to  the  present,  (I  record  it,  to  tfa 
high  honour  of  the  Thames  police,)  the  officers  of  ths 
establishment,  so  far  from  offering  the  least  obstructioi 
have  uniformly  afforded  every  accommodation  and  fac 
lity  in  their  power,  both  to  the  Floating  Chapel  and  to  tl 
Bethel  Meetings. 

THE  AGENORIA'S  GANGWAY. 

They  have  even  offered  me  their  services  when  I  ha' 
had  meetings  with  the  Bethel  Flag;  and  I  remember,  c 
one  particular  occasion,  I  held  a  commemoratiou  servi 
on  board  the  Agenoria*,  with  Bethel  Flags  flying  -at  ea< 
mast-head,  and  an  immense  assembly  had  collected  fro 
the  upper  and  lower  pools  and  from  the  shore.  Wh< 
the  service  closed,  and  it  became  dark,  the  confusion  of  i 
many  wherries  crowding  in  and  pressing  one  upon  am 
ther,  to  catch  a  fare,  was  so  great,  that  it  was  almost  in 
possible,  with  all  the  exertions  we  could  make,  to  get  ai 
person  off  the  Agenarid's  gangway,  ot  any  boat  safe 
away  from  the  ship.  The  police  officers  heard  of  it,  at 
instantly  hastened  on  board  the  ship,  and,  with  the  utino 
promptitude,  placed  themselves  on  barges,  in  the  chain 

*  It  was  onfte  deck  of  this  ship,  in  the  summer  of  1817,  L  preach, 
the  first  publfcsermon  to  sailors,  and  some  thousands  of  hewers  i 
decks  and  orr  shore,  under  the  Bethel  Flag  in  the  Thames.  This  &e 
vice  was  tl»f  means  of  the  first  Floating  Chapel  on  the  Thames  b 
ing  established.  In  the  jear  1821,  this  ship  came  up  the  river  fro 
Nortfi  of  Europe,  and  it  was  thought  advisable  to  hold  a  general  rel 
service  on  board  her,  to  commemorate  that  interesting  oircen 
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and  in  boats,  with  lantern  and  their  hand-staflsr  and  so 
effectual  was  their  aid,  that  the  removal  of  every  individual 
from  the  ship  was  effected  with  the  greatest  order  and  the 
utmost  security.  They  even  went  farther  than  the  mere 
prevention  of  disorder,  which  their  office  might  compel 
them  to  as  a  duty,  for  they  rendered  every  assistance,  and 
afforded  the  utmost  accommodation.  After  admiring 
their  exertions  nearly  an  hour,  1  entered  my  boat  with 
some  friends,  and  publicly  thanked  them  all  for  their 
very  handsome  conduct.  They  seemed  much  gratified, 
and  in  return,  assured  me  that  they  should  always  be 
happy  to  render  me  every  aid  in  their  power,  whenever  I 
came  on  the  Thames  to  preach  under  the  Bethel  Flag. 

Surely  these  officers  must  know  as  much  of  what  was 
their  duty,  when  they  were  close  to  the  fountain  of  informa- 
tion, as  the  Custom  House  officers  of  Minehead  andWatch- 
et.  What  a  striking  contrast  their  conduct  forms,  with 
the  menaces  of  the  gentlemen  at  Minehead  !  In  vain  will 
those  officers  say,  We  did  not  mean  to  prevent  religious 
service ;  but  the  hoisting  of  a  flag  we  thought  was  prohi*  - 
bited  by  law.  This  objection  must  vanish  before  the  fact. 
They  wished  to  suppress  all  religious  worship  on  board 
ships  in  the  ports  of  Minehead  and  Watohet,  but  the  flag 
was  the  only  plausible  ground  on  which  they,  as  revenue 
officers,  had  the  least  shadow  of  right  or  reason  to  inter- 
fere. If  there  were  any  persons  of  different  rank  and  sta- 
tion in  the  back  ground,  it  is  much  to  be  lamented  that 
they  did  not  honestly  and  boldly  come  forward,  that  H 
candid  and  religious  British  public  might  have  discovered 
"  the  cloven-foot"  in  its  native  ugliness. 

The  officers  inform  Mr.  L.  that  they  take  refuge  for  their 
conduct  in  an  Act  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  prevent  Smug- 
gling. "   They  have  then  interpreted — An  Act  to  prevent 
Smuggling  is  an  act  to  prevent  preaching ;  and  as  smug-* 
gling  may  be  carried  on  by  sailors  and  in  ships,  ergo,  we» 
the  officers  of  Minehead  and  Watchet,  believe  that  the  legis- 
lature had  an  eye  to  preaching  on  the  decks  of  ships,  with 
this  Bethel  Flag  as  a  signal ;  and  although  they  named  the  - 
Act  "An  Act  to  psevent  Smuggling,"  we  deem  it  our  bound- 
eu  duty  to  understand  the  word  "  smuggling"  in  ajarge 
sense,  to  mean  preaching,  and  the  term  "prevent,"  to  mean  ■ 
order,  threaten,  pull,  haul,  and  have  down  a  certain  flag 
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with  the  word  Bethel  on  it ;  the  said  flag  not  being  to  invite 
smugglers  to  hear  away  the  tubs  of  Hollands  or  ankers  of 
brandy,  but  to  collect  the  seamen  of  the  port  together  for 
prayer  and  praise :  "  all  this,  and  much  more,  must  have 
been  included  in  this  extraordinary  Act,  made  and  pro- 
vided for  Minehead  and  Watchet."  One  would  almost 
have  thought  such  interpreters  had  been  brought  up  in  a 
castle,  armed  at  all  points  and  darkened  in  every  corner 
by  the  ''god -of  this  world,  lest  the  light  of  the  glorious 
Gospel  of  Christ,  who  is  tbe  image  of  God,  should  shine 
into"  the  town,  and  extend  along 'the  beach  at  Minehead. 
It  should  seem  that  a  whole  winter  was  given  those  gen- 
tlemen to.  deliberate,  as  the  threat  of  seizure  and  penalty 
was  circulated  duriug  the  autumn,  when  the  weather  pre- 
vented the  flag  being  hoisted.  On  the  return  of  the 
spring,  this  threat  was  renewed,  and,  it  appears,  persisted 
in,  notwithstanding  those  officers,  had  seen  a  Sailor's 
Magazine,  with  accounts  of  tbe  Bethel  Flag,  and  received 
Lord  Gambieb's  letter  on  the  subject.  To  what  source 
can  we  attribute  this  surprising  conduct?  Either  it  arose 
from  ignorance  or  persecution.  To  this  dilemma 
we  must  reduce  this  strange  affair,  and  the  officers  of 
Minehead  and  Watchet  will  select  which  horn  they  please. 

« 

THE  RIVER  THAMES. 

Could  these  gentlemen  indeed  be  ignorant  of  all  the  pro- 
ceedings in  this  kingdom  concerning  the  Bethel  Flag  duriog 
the  last  five  years  ?  I  will  enter  more  particularly  on  the 
subject  as  connected  with  the  Thame*.  This  grand  em- 
porium of  commerce  is  so  very  near  the  fountain-head  of 
knowledge,  as  to  all  legal  matters,  that  if  any  obstruction 
could  lawfully  have  been  made  to  the  hoisting  of  the  flag, 
we  should  naturally  have  supposed  it  would  have  begun 
here.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  prepared  to  assert,  not  from 
hear-say,  but  from  personal  knowledge,  that  the  Bethel 
Flag  has  waved  the  signal  for  prayer  nearly  every  day  but 
Saturday  during  the  last  five  years;  and  so  far  from  any 
Custom  House  officer,  or  naval  office/,  offering  the  least 
obstruction,  that  nothing  is  more  common  than  for  officers 
of  both  departments  to  attend  religious  meetings  of  sail- 
ors.   It  is  notorious  that  a  great  pdrt  of  the  ships  in  tbe 
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Pool  have  each  a  Custom  House  officer  on  hoard  of 
them,  and  are  obliged  to  be  visited  by  superior  officers  of 
the  same  profession,  as  a  matter  of  duty,  and  I  have  never 
heard  of  one  gentleman  of  this  description  giving  the  least 
trouble  to  our  merchants,  captains,  or  sailors,  on  account 
af  the  iag,  but  I  have  known  many  of  them  assist  in  hoist- 
ing it,  and  count  it  a  high  honour  to  be  permitted  fearlessly, 
to  avow  their  zeal  for  that  genuine  faith,  without  which 
t>oth  Custom  House  officers  and  sailors  in  common  with 
ill  men,  must  perish  :  for  "  he  that  believeth  in  the  Lord  - 
Jesus  Christ" — neither  «with  the  faith  of  history,  of  edu- 
ration,  or  of  country — but  with  a  faith  wrought  in  the 
leart  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  evidenced  by  love  to  God 
and  love  to  man,  shall  be  saved;  and  "he  that  believeth 
not"  thus  in  Christ  "  shall  be  damued."  The  usual  plan 
for  holding  Bethel  Meetings  in  the  Thames,  is  to  change 
them  from  ship  to  ship,  and  to  announce  what  ship  is  ap- 
pointed for  the  evening  by  hoisting  the  flag  at  meridian ; 
so  that  there  is  not  a  waterman  or  officer  of  any  descrip- 
tion, who  has  any  business  on  the"  Thames,  but  knows 
the  purport  of  this  signal.  It  is  also  the  only  flag  hoisted 
for  circulating  those  religious  meetings.  A  few  years 
since,  some  idle  opposition  was  made  'to  the  Bethel  by 
raising  another  flag,  with  the  word  "  Bbenezer,"  but  it  did 
not  prosper,  and  was  suffered  quietly  to  die  away. 

NAVAL  OFFICERS 

of  various  ranks  have  generally  attended  the  religious 
meetings  in  the  Upper  Pool,  and  it  is  now  the  busiuess 
of  one  naval'  officer  to  have  the  flag  regularly  hoisted. 
The  subject  has  also  been  introduced  at  various  public 
meetings,  in  London  and  the  country,  where  assembly 
rooms  have  been  hung  with  Bethel  Flags.  The  speeches 
of  noblemen,  clergymen,  and  persons  of  different 
stations  in  life,  respecting  the  Flag,  have  been  duly  re- 
ported in  the  London  and  country  newspapers.  Did 
none  of  this  intelligence  ever  reach  Minehead  ?  Surely, 
before  government  officers  issued  so  fearful  a  threat  as  to 
seize  on  a  ship  and  levy  a  penalty  of  £500  on  the  captain, 
for  transgressing  the  laws  of  his  country,  it  became  their 
imperious  duty  to  make  themselves  fully  acquainted  with 
the  provisions  of  that  law  they  presumed  to  enforce. 
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RELIGIOUS  LIBERTY. 

Supposing  Captain  Gimblet,  or  any  other  captain, 
had  hoisted  the  Bethel  Flag,  and  these  officers  had  leap- 
ed on  board  in  the  King's  name,  and  by  virtue  of  the 
King's  authority  seized  and  detained  the  ship,  prohibiting 
all  further  business  on  board  until  the  owners  or  captain 
gave  them  a  check  for  £500,  what  apology,  what  excuse, 
what  reparation  could  these  Custom  House  officers  of 
Minehead  and  Watchet  have  made  to  an  injured,  insulted, 
and  high-minded  British  public,  J>y  so  daring  an  assault 
in  an'  obscure  corner  of  the  kingdom,  onjthe  rights  of 
British  subjects,  and  so  insolent  an  attack  on  the  grand 
palladium  of  all  that  is  dear  to  the  breast  of  an  EpglUnroan. 
Lord  Chatham  once  said,  "  the  Englishman's  house  was 
his  castle  ;N'  and  is  not  the  Englishman's  ship  his  garrison? 
and  while  he  pays  honestly  for  his  goods,  is  loyal  to  his 
king,  and  faithful  to  all  the  laws  of  his  country,  who  n 
there  that  dare  with  impunity  to  assault  that  castle,  to 
force  that  garrison,  whether  clothed  with  the  brief  autho- 
rity of  Custom  House  officers,  or  holding  the  first  rank 
in  the  kingdom? 

I  love  my  sovereign,  and  consecrate  my  warmest  energies 
to  uphold  the  rights  of  his  dominion  ;  believing  it  to  be 
my  "  bounden  duty"  to  bow.  with  submission  to  all  lawful 
authority.'  I  would  pray  constantly  for  him,  and  incul- 
cate the  duty  on  all  within  the  sphere  of  my  influence,  be- 
cause my  Bible  commands  it. '  I  love  my  country,  and 
prefer  it  to  all  the  countries  in  the  world ;  and  I  knov 
from  actual  observation  that  my  preference  is  justified  by 
experiment.  I  have  faithfully  served  my  king  and  country 
both  at  sea  and  on  shore.  I  have  suffered  many  hard- 
ships, endured  many  storms,  and  fought  many  battles  in 
their  cause.  If  I  am  compelled  to  this  boasting  as  a  fool, 
according  to  Paul's  remark,  (2  Cor.  xi.)  I  would  add,  tbst 
I  have  studied  the  best  interests  both  of  my  king  ami 
country,  by  devoting  all  the  powers  of  my  soul  to  ili« 
moral  and  religious  improvement  of  the  British  army  and 
navy  ;  knowing  that  nothing  but  righteousness  will  exalt  a 
nation,  and  that  sin  is  the  reproach  of  any  people;  being 
now  also  actively  and  extensively  engaged  in  this  delight- 
ful  work,  anxious  only  to  inculcate  the  grand  apostolic 
motto,  "  Fear  God  and  honour  the  King."    I  doceitaiflk 
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consider,  nevertheless,  that  civil  and  religious  liberty  *re 
the  glorious  birthright  of  every  Briton;  and  I  call  that 
man  the  enemy  of  both,  who  would  lay  even  his  little  fin- 
ger on  the  property  of  any  man,  or  the  devotion  of  any    \ 
map  in  this  kingdom,  who  has  not  violated  the  laws  of  his 
%   country.    The  circumstance  may  appear  too  trifling  to. ' 
some  to  be  met  with  such  warmth  of  feeling :  but,  to  me, 
it  seems  otherwise.    I  see  and  hear  daily  of  those  little  en- 
croachments on  the  rights  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  both 
in  London  and  in  the  country ;  and  while  I  would  not,  by 
force,  resist  a  worm  that  attempted  to  bear  me  to  prison 
for  exercising  my  privileges  in  instructing  seamen,  yet  I 
would  sacrifice  my  life  with  my  pen,  and  in  courts  of  ju- 
dicature, to  maintain  and  preserve  those  rights  which  are 
the  grand  Magna  Charta  of  British  freedom ;   without 
which,  who  would  wish  to  live  on  British  ground  ?    To 
take  no  notice  of  those  little  innovations,  would  be  to  in- 
cur greater. 

TOULOUSE  AND  ST.  JEAN  DE  LUZ. 

I  was  in  Toulouse  immediately  on  the  return  of  the 
Bourbons  to  Paris.  At  the  restoration  of  the  "  Fele  de 
Dieu,"  some  respectable  Protestants  consulted  me  as  to 
whether  they  should  hang  tapestry  before  their  houses 
when  the  host  passed,  in  obedience  to  the  priest's  orders  ; 
I  said,  certainly  not:  you  are  equally  recognised  and  pro- 
tected by  the  king  and  government,  as  well  as  the  Papal 
faith;  and  if  you  give  way  in  these  lesser  demands,  you 
will  be  compelled  to  yield  in  much  greater.  I  attended  a 
Papal  church  at  St.  Jean  de  Luz,  on  one  occasion  when 
ii|£h  mass  was  to  be  celebrated  for  some .  particular 
?vent.  The  English  colonel  who  was  Commandant  of 
lie  town,  (after  Lord  Wellington  had  left  it,)  was 
ny  particular  friend,  and  I  saw.  him,  in  the  mayor's 
leWi  fall  down  on  his  knees  at  the  elevation  of  the  Host, 
vitb  tbe  municipal  authorities.  ,1  stood,  but  stood  with 
e&p*ct  &nd  reverence,  as  in  a  place  professedly  devoted  to  - 
ho  worship  of  God.  I  should  have  disgraced  myself, 
ud  been  ashamed  of*  my  weakness,  if  I  had  suffered  the 
*a&t  mark  of  levity  or  disrespect  to  appear  in  me ;  but  I 
otild  not,  and  would  not  join  in  the  service.  *  At  the 
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close,  the  colonel  asked  what  I  thought  of  it  "  I  thoug\ 
Sir,  if  the  three  noble  Hebrew  youths,  who  preferred! 
burning  fiery  furnace,  rather  than  bow  dowa  to  an  m 
their  conscience  would  not  suffer  them  to  worship ;  if 
noble  army  of  martyrs  who  perished  in  Scotland,  yout 
tive  country,  and  if  the  multitude  who  were  burnt  at 
stake  in  England,  rather  than  bow  down  to  the  H 
(these  holy  martyrs,  these  firm  advocates  for  religtoi 
berty),  could  look  down  from  their  thrones  in  glory, 
behold  a  descendant  of  theirs  thus  conforming  in  a  fa 
country  to  please  a  few,  surely  it  would  raise  a-  blu 
shame  at'  the  alliance,  (if  glorified  spirits  can  blu 
Heaven).1'  As  therefore  1  consider  an  apparently 
but  useless  conformity  from  fear  or  interest  saps  the 
o(  religious  liberty ;  so  I  hold  the  least  attack  c 
rights  of  conscience,  in  a  free  country  like  Britain,  \ 
daring  attempt  to  destroy  this  grand  bulwark  of  on 
mon  Christianity.    > 

THE  RIGHTS  OF  CONSCIENCE. 

Did  not  our  ancestors  mark  with  the  finger  of  r 
tton  every  attack  of  this  nature?  To  what  do  we  \ 
present  just  and  glorious  privileges  of  civil  and  i 
liberty?  Is  it  not  to  the  unbending  firmness,  th 
less  energies,  and  the  poignant  agonies  of  our  no1 
tyrs,  whose  weapons  were  not  carnal,  but  spirit 
resisted  not  by  force  of  arms,  but  by  force,  of ar$ 
who  died,  not  shedding  the  blood  of  others  in  dc 
the  rights  of  conscience,  but  pouring  forth  their  ox 
son  streams ;  who  had  "  trial  of  cruel  mocking 
over  of  bonds  and  imprisonment ;  they  were  storj 

*  I  mean  not  any  thing  offensive  here  to  conscientious  pet 
Roman  faith.  I  am  not  insensible  to  the  evangelical  piety  of 
Boi'RdaLiu,  Masillon,  Pascal,  and  many  thousands 
have  had  the  happiness,  on  tbe<eontinent,  to  number  among  n 
friends  some  of  the  excellent  of  the  earth  in  this  communion, 
feel  happy  at  all  times  to  nnite  with  Roman  Catholics  in  any  i 
neral  usefulness.  Claiming  the  right  which  God  has  given  cs 
and  act  for  myself  in  matters  of  faith.  I  rejoice  to  give  tke 
sent  to  their"  demands  for  the  same  religiottf  freedom.  Bel 
they  have  as  much,  right  to  pursue'  uninterruptedly  their  mode 
a*  1  have  to  practise  mine.  v        *    *  . 
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pre  saw*  asunder,  were, tempted,  were  slain  with  the 
vord  :  they  wandered  in  deserts  and  mountains,  and  in 
*ns  and  caves  of  the  earth,  of  whom  the  world 
as  not  worthy.'*  Can  the  blessings  these  holy 
en  purchased  with  their  blood  be  valued  too  highly, 
id  defended  too  firmly  ?  I  love  my  privileges  both  as 
i  Englishman  and  as  a  Christian.  I  enjoy  them.  I  am 
ateftti  for  them,  and  I  will  take  care,  as  far  as  in  me 
s,  that  they  shall  be  handed  down  to  posterity,  and  that 
V  children's  children  may  not  execrate  my  pusillanimity 
the  noblest  of  causes. 

It  is  not  at  all  improbable  but  the  conduct  of  the  Mine- 
ad  and  Watchet  officers  may  be  reported  at  various  har- 
urs  of  this  kingdom,  and  in  many  sea-ports  abroad  un- 
r  the  controui  of  English  officers ;  and  as  the  report 
ty  be  communicated  through  some  prejudiced  person,  it 
ly  lead  to  similar  acts  on  the  part  of  officers  in  other 
ices,  and  occasion  much  trouble  among  the  friends  of 
mien.  I  wish,  therefore,  to  let  persons  in  general  know 
how  fearful  a  risk  they  would  attack  the  birth  right-pri- 
ces of  English  seamen,  where  no  law  is  violated,  there 
no  transgression,  and  consequently  there. can  be  no  pe- 
tv.  I  have  spoken  of  the  Bethel  Flag  flying  generally 
five  years  at  the  Thames,  but  this  signal  has  been  still 
re  conspicuous  to  the  establishment  from  whence  those 
ulemen  derive  all  their  authority.  Would  it  be  De- 
ed tbat  for  four  years,  the  Bethel  Flag  has  been  almost 
ly  flying  before  the  windows  of 

IS  MAJESTY'S  CUSTOM  HOUSE  IN  LONDON ; 

I  I  know  of  no  interdict  issuing  from  any  officer  of  that 
me  against  it*  On  the  south  side  of  the  Thames,  iu 
Upper  Fool,  the  sailors',  devotional  meetings  are  held 
the  Tuesday,  Friday,  and  Sabbath  evenings  of  every 
k.  The  flag  to  give  notice  of  this,  is  generally  hoist- 
at"  mid-day,  and  must  be  continually  in  sight  from  the 
.torn  House,  and  from  Lonilon  Bridge.  On  the  north 
•  tlie*  Bethel  Flag  is  hoisted  by  an  Auxiliary  Bethel 
oft  every  Monday  and  Tuesday,  sometimes  at  Iron 
c  or  off  the  Tower,  or  Wool  Quay,  or  Custom  Hot^e 
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Quay,  so  that  a  large  Bethel  Flag  has  frequently  been 
waving  at  the  mast-head  of  a  ship  within  three  or  four 
hundred  yards  of  the  Custom  House  windows,  and  so 
much  in  front  that  it  was  impossible  not  to  see  it  and  know 
what  it  was  for.  Surely  there  are  officers  in  the  Metro- 
politan Custom  House  who  know  their  duty,  and  are  as 
ready  to  perform  it  as  the  officers  of  Minehead  and 
Watchet ;  why  then,  during  the  last  four  years,  have  they 
not  ordered  the  flag  to  be  hauled  down  and  imposed 
the  penalty?  Nay,  even  the  honourable  commissioners 
themselves  might  have  seen  what  was  visible  to  every  eye 
about  the  Custom  House,  and  is  it  not  strange  that  even 
they  should  have  neglected  their  duty  in  not  ordering  it 
down,  and  that  it  should  be  necessary  for  their  servants  at 
Minehead  and  Watchet  to  give  a  tacit  reproof  for  their 
negligence,  by  the  spirited  transaction  of  these  out-ports? 

,   THE  LONG  ROOM  AND  OFFICES. 

But  I  will,  with  the  leave  of  the  gentlemen  at  Mine- 
head  and  Watchet,  step  into  this  noble  building,  that  so 
much  adorns  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  and  is  so  much 
more  adorned  by  the  morality,  and  genuine  piety,  and  re- 
spectability of  many  officers  whom  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
know,   now  officiating  in   the  new  and  elegant   Cnston 
fro  use.    I  remember  spending  two  hours  in  the  room  of 
the  Surveyor  General,  I  believe  about  six  years  since, 
.  who  is  since  dead.     To  his  devotional  spirit,  evangelical 
piety,  and  ardent  zeal  for  the  kingdom  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  ample  justice.    Tbe 
inhabitants  of  Falmouth  and  Cornwall  can  best  speak  of 
his  loyalty  and  piety,  as  the  friend  of  God,  the  friend  of 
man!     Burgess!    thy  name   shall  never  cease  to  be 
respected  in  my  beloved  county  while  religion,  and  talent, 
and  general  usefulness   in  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ 
command  esteem,  and  demand  the  silent  but  grateful  ad- 
miration of  a  Cornish  heart !     Yes,  thou  wert  kind  to 
me  in  my  efforts  to  do  good  amongst  my  fellow  sinners : 
and  I  can  even  thank  the  officers  of  Minehead  and  Watch- 
et, whose  conduct  has  brought  to  my  recollection  a  me- 
mory so  endeared  and  so  endearing.    The  last  interview  I 
had  with  this  benevolent  friend  of  the  human  race  was  is 
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ompany  with  the  respected  treasurer  of  the  Home  Miss- 
ionary Society,  when  the  former  was  delivering  his  final 
nstnictions  to  a  pious  agent  whom  he  had  appointed,  and 
those  expences  he  was  wholly  to  pay,  while  he  travelled 
hrough  the  north  of  Devon  and  Cornwall,  to  investigate 
he  deplorable  state  of  the  poor  villagers,  and  to  lay  the 
buodations  of  Sunday  schools.     To  this^excellent  friend, 

COLONEL  BURGESS, 

n  his  room,  (the  window  of  which  looked  out  to  the 
Thames,)  I  communicated  the  whole  history  of  the  Bethel 
Flag,  and  seriously  consulted  him  on  a  plan  I  had  then  in 
riew  (which  has  since  beeji  established)  of  placing  a  ship* 
rhapel  on  the  Thames,  for  the  use  of  seamen.  He  ex- 
pressed the  deepest  concern  for  the  salvation  of  sailors,  en- 
tered most  warmly  into  the  plan,  and  gave  me  much  of 
that  advice  which  has  since  been  followed,  and  produced 
the  Floating  Chapel  on  the  Thames,  before  the  present  re- 
spected treasurer  of  the  Port  Society  knew  one  word 
about  it.  This  is  a  tribute  of  grateful  recollection  due 
to  the  memory  of  this  worthy  officer. 

Another  gentleman  in  a  respectable  part  of  this  build- 
ing, has  for  years  visited  almost  every  ship  that  enters  the 
Thames,  and,  afte'r  attending  to  the  duties  of  his  office, 
proceeds  to  his  duties  as  a  Christian  labourer  in  the  vine- 
yard of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  I  believe  hundreds  of  foreign- 
ers will  have  to  praise  God  to  all  eternity  for  the  exertions 
of  this  worthy  Custom  House  officer,  who  still  goes  on  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord.  I  will  throw  one  of  his  letters  into 
a  note,  that  the  public  may  have  a  small  specimen  of  his . 
labours  among  seamen,  and  compare  it  with  the  transac- 
tions of 'his  brother  officers  at  Minehead  and  Watchet*.  Is 


•  *« Office,  Custom  House,  London. 

"  I  need  not  tell  jou  I  em  in  the  daily  habit  of  visiting  numbers  of 
•lips,  and  consequently  meet  seamen  of  all  descriptions ;  and,  gene* 
rally  speaking,  I  am  bold  to  say,  there  will  not  be  a  better  member  of 
society  than  an  English  seaman,  when  dirine  grace  takes  possession  of 
bis  heart*  I  am  sore  if  ship-owners  and  masters  do  but  set  a  good  ex- 
ample/ tire  seamen  will  follow.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  hear,  almost 
crerj  day,  from  seamen  of  different  nations,  that  an  alteration  for  tho 
better  has  taken  place ;  that  they  have  dirine  worship  ;  that  they  fear 
the  heinous  sins  of  swearing,  drunkenness,  and  adultery  ;  and  from  man*' 
of  them  we  bare  bad  good  offers  of  their  sorriees  to  lake  the  word 
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it  not  strange  that  fbis  gentleman,  who  is  rowing  amongst 
'bethel  Flags  every  day,  never  gave  us  the  least  hint  of 
/ 

feod  to  distant  lands,  which  has  been  done,  I  hope,  by  the  blessing  rf 
the  A 1  might j,  for  the  good  of  souls.  Among  other  reports,  I  beg  n 
hand,  you  as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  the  words  of  some  of  the  veluoteen 
I  hare  met  with.  One,  the  male  of  a  West  India  ship,  on  receiving1 
supply  of  Religious  Tracts  for  the  nse  of  the  crew  of  the  ship,  askd 
if  I  could  give  him  more,  for  he  was  always  glad  to  have  those  food 
books  for  distribution,  and  he  had,  the  Sunday  before,  gone  to  a  gentk- 
man,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  giving  him  some,  where  he  got  a  snppli; 
•  but/  added  this  old  seaman,  *  I  have  not  a  tenth  of  what  I  wish,  fori 
find  that  eren~at  that  depraved  place,  Jamaica,  there  are  those  who  wd 
Tracts,  and  who  are  on  the  look-out  for  my  arrival.' 

"  The  mate  of  a  small  brig  in  the  Smyrna  trade,  most  not  be  forgot- 
ten. He  has  sailed  on  his  third  Toyage,  and  I  hope  has  been  an  imm- 
inent in  the  hands  of  our  gracious  God  and  Father,  for  good  to  tbe  tool* 
of  many.  A  few  days  since  I  palled  on  board,  when  the  following  r» 
versatiou  took  place.  On  seeing  me  step  on  the  ship's  deck,  he  ease 
to  welcome  me  on  board,  (banked  me  for  the  Tracts  put  under  bis  chirp 
tbe  last  voyage,  and  said,  '  I  thank  you,  Sir ;  ah,  I  thank  ^oo  a  tbot- 
-sand  times  for  them,  but  thej  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble V  H«« 
can  that  be?  '  Why,  I  bad  been  told,  I  must  not  carry  such  books  I* 
those  people,  for  if  I  did  they  dare  not  receive  them,  and  if  tbej  diJ, 
they  ofare  not  read  them,  neither  would  they  attempt  it;  but  I  knew  bet- 
ter. 1  have  tried  it,  and  I  wish  to  try  again,  and  I  hop*  yon  will  giw 
roe  a  good  supply  before  we  sail  again,  that  I  may  not  have  my  jscfcd 
.polled  off  my  back ;  for  the  trouble  I  got  last  voyage  was  when  J  hid 
distributed  all  the  books ;  before  that  I  was  welcome  every  where,  i** 
-all  thanked  roe  for  the  good  books;  bat  after  I  had  given  them  all,  1 
tould  scarce  walk  the  streets  without  being  pulled  about  by  one  sad  tk 
-otber ,  and  often  dragged  into  their  houses,  and  asked  for  tbe  good  boob 
from  England.' 

"  When  we  hear  those  things,  to  which  much  more  could  be  td<M» 
and  when  we  see  and  feel'  the  alteration  that  has  taken  place  in  so  short 
a  time,  who  but  will  exclaim,  What  has  God  wrought!  for  who,  a  ft* 
^years  ago,   could   have  supposed  that  tbe  telling  a  lie,  or  swearing  o» 
board  a  ship,  would  have  caused  tbe  man's  discharge;  that  reading  tb 
t  Traeton  Sabbath  occupations  should  have  such  an  effect  on  a  Ship-mat- 
ter *nd  owner,  as  to  induce  him  to  refuse  the  crew  permission  to  go<» 
riiore  to  drinjc,  and  get  into  bad  company,  as  usuaJ  on  the  sabbath,  hoi 
to  invite  them  to  his  cabin  to  hear  the  Word  of  God,  and  he  woold  hire 
^  ^  men  to  do  their  work  on  the  Monday,  and  give  them  that  day  to  go  ot 
^  %  shore, — but  will  wonder,  adore,  and  feel  thankful  to  the  God  of  all  gns* 
and  glory!" 


Pious  readers  of  this  note  will  join  in  the  prayer,  that  every  Cart** 

House  officer  may  obtain  "  like  precious  faith,"  and  every  en#*»J  *»  <** 

.Gospel  will,  when  he  treads  it,  ascend  "  tbe  seat  of  tbe  acornfuC"  •*" 

"  Mouth  it  against  the  Heavens," 

"while  be  expresses  bis  contempt  for  all  "  Methodistical  eAit/'  as  to  to* 
piously  terms  tbe  conscientious  labours  of  a  man  of  Go*. 
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*  «  ^ 

any  prohibition  or  any  impropriety  in  this  work.  .  There 
may  be  as  wise,  as  worthy,  and  as  conscientious  offices 
in  London,  as.  at  Minehead.  I  could  mention  various 
other  officers  of  this, establishment  in  the  metropolis,  who 
are  an  honour  to  Christianity,  by  their  zeal  for  its  pro-, 
niulgation*  and  not  a  disgrace  to  it,  by  the  reverse.  • 

fla&s  in  the  out  ports. 

From  London  I  would  take  the  tour  of  the  Coast  of 
Britain,  and  calling  in  at  every  Port,  express  my  astonish- 
ment that  the  officers  of  Minehead  and  Watchet  can  plead 
ignorance,  when  the  flag  has  been  almost  universally 
hoisted,  while  the  officers  of  the  Customs  have  wisely  for- 
born  to  interfere  with  it,  whatever  their  opinions  of  reli- 
gion might  have  been.  I  will  select  a  few  Ports  where  I 
had  the  pleasure  first  to  introduce  this  flag  as  a  signal  for 
Divine  Worship.  In  1821,  at  Falmouth,  I  remember,  a 
captain, of  a  packet  stormed  and  threatened  because  k 
was  hoisted  in  his  ship,  declaring  "  he  would  sooner  have 
seen  her  go  down  at  her  moorings  than  to  be  disgraced 
with  a  methodistical  flag,"  but  this  he  said  after  dinner, 
when  he  had  passed  the  sailor's  limits  of  "  half  sea* 
over ;"  but  I  met  with  no  obstruction  whatever  from  the 
respectable  relative  of  Lord  Exmouth,  who  was  collec- 
tor there,  or  any  other  officer,  nor  has  any  thing  of  the 
kind  been  known.  At  St.  Ives,  Hayle,  Portreath,  and 
Penzance,  the  same  facilities  have  uniformly  attended  my 
labours  to  establish  this  flag.  In  the  latter  place,  I  have 
conversed  freely  with  the  officers,  who  have  beheld  it 
hoisted  every  week,  and  never  heard  from  them  the 
slightest  whisper  of  objection.  At  Plymouth,  and  Dock, 
and  Stooehouse,  I  had  the  happiness  first  to  hoist  this  flag 
from  day  to  day  and  preach  on  the  decks  of  ships ;  and  so 
far  from  any  obstruction  from  Custom  House  officers,  ma- 
of  them  attended  and  assisted  me.  At  the  Anniversary 
of  the  Bethel  Union  in  those  Ports,  in  1821,  the  flag  was 
exhibited  in  a  wood-cut  on  the  largest  placards,  announc- 
es the  Anniversary,  and  exhibited  in  all  the  streets.  I  vi- 
sited the  Custom  House  and  conversed  freely  with  the  offi- 
cers on  the  subject.  One  of  them  was  a  most  intelligent 
a<*d  respectable    person,  wfco   is  since,  I   understand, 
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called  up  to  London,  to  fill  an  important  station.  He 
is  also  my  particular  friend,  who  lias  been  most  fully 
acquainted  with  the  progress  of  the  sailor's  cause,  and 
I  am  confident  that  his  friendship  for  me  would  have 
induced  him  to  give  me  the  earliest  warning,  if  we  had  in- 
curred the  slightest  risk  by  hoisting  the  flag,  and  encou- 
raging persons  to  hoist  it  through  the  kingdom. 

1  will  proceed  to  a  few  more  ports.   At  Teign mouth,  af- 
ter the  introduction  of  the  Bethel  Flag,  Admiral  Lord  Ex- 
mouth  declared,  (at  a  public  meeting  in  London,)  that  be 
had  seen  from  his  window  two  Bethel  Flags  flying,  and 
lie  was  glad  to  see  them,  as  he  believed  good  was  done  to 
sailors  by  their  means.     Our  Minehead  Brutus  may  be, 
and  doubtless  "is,  an  honourable  man,"  but  certainly  not 
more  wise  than  any  man  who  ever  drew  breath.     At  Exe- 
ter, naval  officers  from  Plymouth  had  proceeded  me,  and 
I  met  with  every  kind  attention  at  the  quay,  and  this  still 
continues.     At  the  Plymouth  Anniversary,   officers  and 
clergymen  of  all  descriptions  attended,  approved,  aud  sub- 
scribed ;  while  Commissioner  Creek,  Governor  of  the 
Royal  Hospital,  presided.     We  had  Admirals,  Post-Cap- 
tains, Lieutenants,  Warrant-Officers,  and  various  others, 
'most  active  in  raising  the  Bethel  Flag,  and  by  the  blessing 
of  God,  they  still  continue,  without  the  least  interference 
that  t  have  heard  of,  from  any  Custom  House,  officers.  In 
company  with  a  respectable  lieutenant  of  the  navy,  and  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  England,  I  travelled  and  esta- 
blished Bethel  Union  Societies,  with  this  flag,  at  Bart- 
inputh  and  Brixham,   and  attended  Societies  previously 
farmed,  at  Torpoint  and  Saltash ;  in  the  latter  place  I  be 
Mayor  presided,   who  had  been  secretary  for  many  vears 
to  .  " 

ADMIRAL  LORD  CORNWALLIS. 

Not  the  slightest  interference  then,  or  since,  has  been 
offered  that  1  know  of  by  any  officer  respecting  the  Be- 
thel Flag.  When  I  was  at  Cardiff,  almost  opposite 
Watchet,  I  found:  an  officer  connected  with  shipping  was 
the  most  active  in  labouring  to  do  good  to  captains  and 
sailors  in  every  way  that  he  possibly  could,  and  as  everr 
master  of  a  vessel  must  visit  his  office,  he  has  many  ex- 
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rellent  opportunities.  At  Newport,  in  South  Wales,  also, 
'  have  met  with  no  interference,  or  in  Deptford,  Green - 
vich,  Woolwich,  Gravesend.  Chatham,  Sbeerness*  Mar- 
gate, Deal,  dr  Dover.  I  have  called  the  attention  of 
ailors  at  all  these  ports,  in  the  most  public  manner,  and 
he  Bethel  Flag  is  established  in  each  of  them ;  but  I 
lave  never  heard  of  the  least  obstruction  from  Custom 
hiouse  officers.  I  might  say  the  same  of  Stepney,  Poplar, 
Barking,  and  various  other  sea-ports  in  England,  Scot- 
and,  Wales,  anil  Ireland.  But  I  will  confine  my  atten- 
tion to  the  three  principal  ports  of  England, 

HULL,  LIVERPOOL,  AND  BRISTOL ; 

where  the  Custom  House  establishment  is*  necessarily 
large,  and  highly  respectable^  both  for  talent,  integrity, 
and  vigilant  attention  to  the  revenue  of  the  kingdom.  To 
begin  with  Hull.  Our  first  attempt  to  establish  religious 
meetings  on  board  of  ships  in  the  Upper  Pool  of  the 
Thames,  was  made  in  the  Ocean,  Captain  Foster,  a 
Hull  trader,  lying  close  to  London  Bridge,  on  the  South 
>kle.  At  his  mast-head  the  Bethel  Flag  was  first  hoisted ; 
and  bv  his  efforts  it  was  introduced  into  Hull,  and  sujb- 
ceeded  by  the  Floating  Chapel.  Thus  the  friends  of^tiie 
Bethel  Union,  and  no  other  Institution  in  the  kingdom, 
had  the  happiness  to  lay  a  foundation  in  every  port  for 
ship  chapels,  and  to  assist  in  their  establishment  wherever 
they  now  exist  in  the  out  ports.  Last  year  I  had  the  plea- 
sure to  conduct  a  variety  of  religious  services  for  sailors 
at  Hull;  when  I  met  with  nothing  from  all  classes  of 
society,  but  the  utmost  promptitude  of  zeal  and  piety  tor 
promote  the  sailor's  best  interests. 

Liverpool  has  almost  exceeded  every  other  port  in 
the  world  for  labour  and  success  among  her  valued  sea- 
men. I  had  the  honor,  at  the  mast-head  of  a  large  ship, 
to  hoist  the  first  Bethel  Flag  in  this  port,  three  years 
since,  and  for  three  weeks  preached,  on  the  decks  of  ships 
in  all  the  noble  docks  of  this  ilburishing  sea-port ;  some- 
times our  flag  was  directly' Vefore  the  Custom  House, 
\%hich  is  about  100  yards  from  t)ie  shipping.  The  offi- 
cers stood  and  looked  at  it,  but  I  had  no  hint  of  the  least 
objection  on  their  part.    The  Town  Hall  of  Liverpool 
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was  hung  with  Bethel  Flags,  Admiral  Murray  presided 
at  the  public  meeting,  and  merchants  of  the  greatest  re- 
spectability assisted.    Since  then,  the  flag  is  hoisted  every 
day  at  different  docks,  and  religious  meetings  are  held 
regularly  every  night  on  the  decks  of  ships  under  the 
flag.     1  visited  this  fine  sea-port  again  last  year,  and  ne- 
ver beheld  a  cause  more  flourishing,  a  people  more  zea- 
lous, or  a  work  advancing  with  less  obstruction  or  greater 
'facilities.     1  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  tran- 
quillity  ai\d  prosperity   continues  to  be  uninterrupted. 
One  would  think  that  there  might  be  found  some  Custom 
House  officers  at  .Liverpool  who  understand  their  duty 
quite  as  well  as  the  gentlemen  at  Minehead. 

Bristol.  1  came  to  this  city  three  years  since,  and  intro- 
duced the  usual  signal,  by  preaching  for  five  weeks  to  many 
thousands  on  the  decks  of  ships,  with  the  Bethel  Flag  fif- 
ing at  the  mast-heads  of  some  of  the  largest  West  India  men. 
1  met  with  no  interference  of  any  kind  from  any  Custom 
House  officer,  but  every  kind  attention  from  those  who 
were  on  board  the  different  ships,  and  every  disposition 
on  -  their  part  to  assist  me ;  for  surely  the  Honourable 
Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Customs  never  attempt- 
ed, or  thought  of  attempting,  to  prevent  any  of  their  ser- 
vants from  worshipping  God,  and  aiding  the  cause  of 
Christianity  in  any  way  they  thought  fit,  while  they  do 
what  is  really  their  duty  in  His  Majesty's  Revenue.  All 
such  officers  will  certainly  esteem  it  their  privilege,  as 
Englishmen,  to  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of 
their  Own  consciences,  and  lend  a  "helping  hand  to  pro- 
mote religion  among  sailors,  with  whom  they  are  profes- 
sionally so  conversant.  Influenced  by  Christian  princi- 
ples many  pious  men  who  are  called 

BETIJEL  COMPANIES, 

(because  they  hoist  the  Bethel  Flags  every  night  in  this 
port,  and  hold  religious  meetings  under  it,)  meet  with  bo 
obstruction  in  their  useful  work  up  to  this  day,  June  the 
27th,  1828. 

The  Bethel  Unidn  is  known  to  every  child  in  Bristol, 

and  the  flag  flymg  here,  is  as  common  as  ships  arriving 

-and  sailing.    Bristol  is  scarcely  a  day's  ride  from  Watcbet, 
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md  the  intercourse  between  the  two  places  is  daily  going 
"or  ward.  Certainly  the  Mine  head  o  cers  might,  with  the  , 
greatest  ease,  have  consulted  and  obtained  the  unbiassed 
>pinion  of  the  gentlemen  connected  with  the  Bristol  Cua- 
om  House  respecting  their  duty;  or,  they  might  hate 
written  to  Bridge  water  (only  a  few  miles  from  them)  or  to. 
Barnstaple,  Bideford  or  llfracombe ;  places  all  on  their 
lide  of  the  Bristol  Channel,  where  the'  Bethel  Flag  it 
loisted  with  the  greatest  freedom.  Or,  on  the  opposite* 
lide  of  the  channel,  such  as  Newport,  Cardiff,  Swansea, 
or  Mil  ford ;  officers  could  hare  given  them  every  informa- 
tion in  a  tew  hours,  and  that  they  allow  the  Bethel  Flag 
as  a  matter  of  course,  with  which  their  official  instruc- 
tions have  no  concern ;  or,  if  more  agreeable,  they  might 
have  enquired  of  any  Irish  vessels  from  Dublin,  Ybugball, 
Cork,  Water  ford,  or  Belfast,  aud  they  would  have  learnt, 
that  meetings  for  prayer  have  been  held  with  the  most 
perfect  peace  on  board  of  such  ships  as  had  hoisted  the 
flag  in  all  those  sea-ports.  But  it  seems,  the  officers  of 
Minehead  and  Watchet  declined  asking  advice  of  any 
Custom  House  officers  around'  them,  and  too  confident 
in  their  interpretation  of  the  "  Act  to  prevent  Smuggling/1 
resolved  promptly  to  avail  themselves  of  this  knowledge, 
and  condemning  the  Bethel  Flag  as  contraband,  cried, 
"  Hagl  it  down;  these  are  our  orders."  Jt  is  rather  un- 
fortunate that  those  worthy  officers  had  not  been  ad- 
vanced to  the  supremacy  at  Algiers,  Tunis,  Tripoli,  or 
Morocco,  as  right  or  wrong  they  might  then  have  triumph- 
ed ;  but  obliged  to  live  in  a  free  country,  like  this,  it  is 
hoped  that  they  will  look  at  their  instructions  more  mi- 
nutely in  future,  and  not  talk  of  seizures  and  penalties  ano- 
ther time,  without  being  confident  that  they  have  a  right 
to  seize,  and  that  their  poor,  trembling  suppliants  have 
actually  incur  fed  a  penalty. 

LET  GO  THE  ANCHOR. 

I  have  heard  of  a  petit  mdtre  who  went  to  sea,  aid 
having  passed^  he  got  a  watch  as  lieutenant  on  the  quarter- 
deck, without  knowing  how  to  stay  or  wear  as  he  ovght 
to  have  known ; — he  was  accastomed  generally  to  tack 
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ship  with  "  Hamilton  Moore1'  on  the  binnacle*,  spread 
out  before  him.  During  the  first  watch,  one  night,  he  had 
to  tack,  when,  placing  his  book  open,  with  a  lantern  near 
it,  he  gave   orders,  "  about  ship  there ;"  the  watch  turn- 

'  bled  up,  the  ship  was  in  the  Western  Oeean,  far  enough 
from  any  land  around  or  beneath,  the  helm  was  ordered 
down,  and  the  command  given,  "  main-top-sail  haul "  some 
little  confusion  occurred,  which  rather  bothered  our  petit 
officer ;  he.  flew  to  his  book,  a.  few  leaves  had  blown  over, 
and  led  him  from  "  bow  to  tack  ship"  to  "  how  to  bring 
ship  to  an  anchor."  The  crew  were 'all  waiting  for  the 
order  to  haul  round  the  fore-yards,  when  the  officer  refer- 
ring to  his  book,  caught  the  next  command,  and,  unfortu- 
nately, clapped  the  speaking-trumpet  to  his  mouth,  and, 
with  a  Bond-street  voice,  cried  out,  "  Let  go  the  anchor S 
Alas !  nothing' could  have  been  more  unhappy  than  this 
mistake,  or  more  fatal  to  promotion.     The  ship  was  in  as 

*  open  sea,  the  deep ,  was  fathomless,  the  anchors  were 
fished,  and  the  cables,  stowed  away  for  the  voyage.  So 
sad  was  the  mistake,  and  so  loud  and  general  the  risi- 
bility of  "  all  hands,'9  that  our  excellent  officer' was  much 
afflicted,  and  improved  afterwards.  It  is  earnestly  hoped, 
thai  this  little  circumstance  will  operate  as  a  seasonable 
caution  to  gentlemen,  that  they  may  not  so  rasbly  go  to 
work  again  without  a  good  overhaul  of  some  revenue  work 
like  "  Hamilton  Moore" 

RELIGIOUS  PERSECUTION. 

Having  examined  that  part  of  the  dilemma  concerning 
ignorance,  it  remains  to  enquire,  whether  such  conduct 
'  arose  from  a  spirit  of  persecution  ?  This  work  of  bigotry 
and  inhumanity  is  so  exceedingly  unpopular  in  the  present 
day  of  light  and  knowledge,  that  few  persons  wifl  be  found 
to  acknowledge  the  principle  of  persecution,  although  they 
are  actually  working  hard  at  the  practice.  Little  need  be 
said  on  this  point,  were  it  not  that  some  persons  in  office* 
or  who  possess  wealth  and  influence,  have  such  extensive 
powers  over  an  immense  population  around  them,  that 

the  great' landlord  becomes  like  a  baron  in  the  times  of 

» 

*  A  well  known  work  'oh  Navigation* 
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feudal  slavery,  while  he  holds  the  deeds  of  houses*  and  es- 
tates  in  his  attorney's  strong  box ;  and  the  bigotted  indi-» 
vidual,  who  ought  to  have  any  other  than  the  clerical  of- 
fice, makes  his  parishioners  tremble  with  his  anathemas ; 
if  a  few  such  persons  can  only  enlist  on  their  side,  some 
officers  of  the  Excise  or  Customs,  the  town  or  village  lies 
prostrate  at  their  feet ;  and  woe  be  to  the  presumptuous 
individual  who  dare  to  dispute  the  will  of  either  of  his.  . 
masters.     The  ruin  of  such  an  one,  and  the  certain  de- 
gradation and   starvation  of  his   family  are   inevitable. 
Blessed  be  God,  there  are  ten  thousand  happy  and  ho- 
nourable objections  to  this  remark,  where  the  extensive 
ground  landlord,  the  clergymen,  and  the  port  officers,  are 
alike  concerned  for  the  morals,  the  tuition,  and  the  reli- 
gion of  the  neighbourhood,  and  while  they  most  honour- 
ably exert  all  their  powers  for  these  grand  objects  in  the 
line  of  the  establishment,   they  neither  despise  or.  ob- 
struct their  neighbours  in  the  humble'  walk*  of  life  of 
different  persuasions,  but  rejoice  to  witness  their  efforts 
also,  to  do  good ;  saying,  "  Let  the  Lord  send  by  whom 
he  will  send  ;  there js  room  enough,  and  work  enough  for 
all;  and  therefore  let   all   be  employed;  while  our  cry 
shall  be,  God  speed  the  plough/*     But  if  1  wanted  in- 
stances of  the  contrary  kind,  where  bigotry  and  power  in- 
sultingly walk  over  the  religious  liberties  of  the  people,  I 
should  apply  to  the  officers  of  Minehead  for  information, 
confident  that  my  enquiries  were  not  misdirected.    They 
could  at  least  tell  me  where  candour,  liberality,  and  piety 
were  unoperative,  if  not  altogether  wanting.     I  should 
ever  wish  to  steer  clear  of  all  party  feelings,  in  exer- 
tions to  benefit  sailors,  our  views  ought  to  be  most  libe- 
ral, and  as  far  from  Sectarian  as  possible.     It  is  with 
such  principles,  I  believe,  our  friends  at  Minehead  and 
Watchet  have  acted ;  and  if  the  officers  deny  that  their 
conduct  arose  from  ignorance,  and  they  take  refuge  in 
persecution,  will  they  dare  to  tell  a  British  public  that 
while  the  sovereign  *,  the  government,  and  the  laws  of  the 

*  KING  GF-ORGE  III. 

It  it  said,  that  when  i  proposal,  artfully  aod  wickedly  brought 
about,  wan  made  to  our  late  beloved  and  retired  king,  to  repeal  the  Act 
of  Toleration,  he  etarted  from  his  chair,  and  with  bit  accustomed  vehe- 
mence exclaimed,  with  an  expressive  motion  of  the  hand,  "  No,  No, 
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country  give  free  toleration  to  worship  God,  thai  tig 
have  a  right  to  become  the  Banners  and  the  Jefferp  of 
the  day,  against  a  handful  of  poor  people  simply  met  to 
serve  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  on  the  deck  oft 
schooner. 

BRISTOLIANS'  OPINIONS. 

When  I  r«*ad  the  preceding  letters,  publicly  in  this  city, 
people  of  all  ranks  were  perfectly  astonished,  and  scarce- 
ly believing  it  possible  that  respectable  officers  could 
have  been  so  mistaken  as  really  to  fancy  they  were  doi%* 
their  duty :  it  became  a  general  remark,  "  Oh,  yon  may 
depend 'on  it  the  officers  were  not  the  only  persecutors  in 
this  case."  /  hope  not,  for  their  own  sakes ;  I  trust  it 
will  be  proved  that  they*  at  least,  only  lent  themselves  to 
the  schemes  of  others  ;  perhaps  it  may  yet.  appear,  that 
these  remarks  on  the  officers,  are  more  justly  due  to 
others  in  different  stations  of  life.  It  is  not  unknown  that 
few  places  have  felt  more  from  religious  oppression  than 
Minehead.  The  inhabitants  of  that  ill-fated  place,  have 
too  long  groaned  under  the  yoke  of  religious  persecu- 
tion ;  else,  why  cannot  a  tradesman  worship  God  at  some 
chapel  IN  the  town,  without  fear  of  ruin  to  his  fami- 
ly ?  The  light  of  the  Gospel  has  been  studiously  and 
violently  kept  from  shining  on  those  parts.  Have  the 
noble  champions  of  darkness  and  bigotry  goaded  the  of- 
ficers on,  to  public  reprehension,  while  they  have  kept 
themselves  hid  from  public  animadversion?  It  will  do t 
always  be  so  ;  the  time  is  coming  when  they  will  not  pre- 
sume to  raise  a  finder  against  the  most  powerful  efforts  to 
carry  the  consolations  of  the  Gospel  to  the '  abodes  of 
misery,  or  to  direct  sinners  at  Minehead  to  Christ,  as  the 
sole  foundation  of  hope. 

Would  the  secret  and  public  abettors  of  this  persecu- 
tion have  interfered,  if  a  preconcerted  signal  had  been 
hoisted  at  the  mast-head,  for  ladies  and  gentlemen  to 

No.  1*11  say  as  my  grandfather  said,  There  shall  be  no  persecution  for  rt- 
Ugion  in  my  days."  1  am  confident  that  no  religious  persecutor  would 
find  any  oountenanoe  to  his  anti-cbriatian  conduct  from  King  George  (V. 
tvho  has  uniform  I  j  displayed  his  abhorrence  of  bigotry,,  his  respect  for 
the  rights  of  conscience,  and  his  equal  protection  and  favour  to  religt- 
""'  men  of  ell  persuasions. 
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come  on  board  to  dance,  and  drink  wine,  the  people  to 
knock  in  the  heads  of  a  few  casks  of  beer,  and  the  sai- 
lors to  have  grog,  and  make  sport  on  the  deck,  and  on 
the  pier,  for  the  amusement  of  gentlemen?  I  rather 
think  that  the  Act  to  prevent  Smuggling  would  not  have, 
awakened  more  determination,  or  excited  more  energies 
to  suppress  drunken  revels,  than  this  alarming  circum- 
stance of  a  docen  persons  meeting  for  public  worship 
under  the  Bethel  Flag. 

BRISTOL  MINISTERS. 

I  had  thought  that  the  arguments  advanced  at  so  many 
public  meetings,  by  such  a  variety  of  speakers,  and  the 
numerous  communications  to  the  Sailors'  Magazine,  had 
settled  the  question  with  a  British  public  concerning  the 
importance  of  Religious  Instruction  to  Sailors.     I  should 
have  supposed  that  the  very  excellent  sermon  of  my  es- 
teemed friend  and  brother  minister,  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Roberts,  of  this  city,  on  the  "  Claims  of  Seamen,"  had 
been  circulated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mraehead,  and 
knowing  that  some  very  respectable  families  of  his  con- 
gregation' have  connections  and  friends  both  at  Miuehead 
and  Watchet,  and  an  acquaintance  even  with  the  officers 
themselves,  I    had  imagined  this  interesting   discourse, 
preached  at  the  opening  of  the  Floating  Chapel  in  Lon- 
don, and,  subsequently,  on  a  similar  occasion,  in  the 
Floating  Chapel  of  this  port,  would  have  met  with  genqp 
ral  circulation  and   perusal.     It  seems  the   officers   of 
Minehead  have  not  heard  of  it :  must  we  then  ring  in  their 
ears  the  striking  truths  concerning  the  neglected  state  of 
our  seamen  ?     We  profess  to  be  a  religious  country  ;  we 
have  for  some  years  sent,  bibles  and  missionaries  to  all 
parts  of  the  world;  but  our  sailors  Mave  been  overlooked 
and  passed  by.     It  was  justly  asked  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Thorp,  of  this  city,  iu  an  eloquent  address  at  the  for- 
mation of  the  Bristol  Bethel  Union,  "  To  what  strange 
fatality  is  it  to  be  attributed,  that  sailors  have  been  so 
long   neglected   by  BritisV  Christians   in  their     miilti- , 
farious  schemes  of  benevolence  and  piety  V    The  Rev. 

Mr. ,    from  the  Countess  of  Huntingdon's 

Chapel,  beautifully  remarked,  "  Britons  ought  to  labour 
with  double  diligence  to  make  up  for  the  time  they  ha 
lost  in  dohiflLgood  to  uerishine  sailors." 
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EPISCOPAL   CLERGYMEN. 

*  The  Rev.  R.  Marks,  Vicar  of  Great  Missenden, 
preached  a  moat  animating  discourse  for  the  Bethel  Uni- 
on,' at  St.  Bride's  Church,  Fleet  Street,  in  which  be 
spoke  in  the  highest  strain*  of  exaltation  concerning  the 
Bethel  Flag;  and,  at  the  City  of  London  Tavern,  he 
urged  a  most  respectable'  auditory  to  come  forward,  and 
seek  the  -salvation  of  British  Seamen.  Turning  to  Lord 
Gambier,  he  said,  c<  My  Lord,  when  I  left  the  navy*  it 
was. because  I  founds  my  constitution  broken  down;  I 
thought  tt  therefore  my ^  duty  to  move  in  a  more  retired 
sphere  of  life ;  but  I  left  it  with  great  regret,  and  it  b 
the  joy  of  my  heart,  and  the  happinesss  of  my  life,  to 
come  here  to-day,  and  to  do  or  say  any  things  for  poor 
Jwok  t."*~Have  the  Minehead  officers  any  concern  about 
the  iahation  of  their  own  souls  ?  Does  that  concern  in- 
duce them -to  seek  the  salvation  of  others ;  and  have  they, 
like  their  country  men  in.  general,  neglected,  and  forgotten 
that  sailors  have  souls  as  well  as  other  men — that  sailors 
are  exposed  to  more  temptations  than  others — that  they 
are  peculiarly  u  in. deaths  oft,"  and  that  30,000  seameo 
perished  on  the  northern  coasts  of  Europe,  the  winter  be 
fore  last. 

AN  OFFICER'S  REAL  DUTY.       •■" 

•Arc  there' no  bowels  of  compassion,  no  tenderness,  no 
mercy  for  poor  sailors,  at  Minehead. and,  Watchie^j}  Are 
not  the  officers  subject  to  the  same  divide  law  as  others? 
"  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  thy  neighbour 
asihyself."  Do  they  ask,  who  is  my  neighbour;  Let 
them  read  our  Lord's,  parable  of  the  man  who  fell  funong 
thieves.  The ,  guilty  dying  sailor  is  their  neighbour  j  and 
it  was  their  duty  to  have  pitied  him,  prayed  for  him,  and 
Stopped  him  in  his  dangerous  career  of  sin  and  folly.  1 
will  go  farther,  and  tell  the  officers  of  Minehead  and 

Watchet,  that,  as  Englishmen  and  professed  Christians, 

■      * 

'  -*TMs  excellent  and  pioos  clergyman  *w»a  fooperly.  Idevtenant  o! 

H.  M.  Sbip  Conqueror  t~74t.*  ; 

t  The  Rev.  Mr.  Mortimer,  Lectorer  of  St.  Olares  and  Shoreditch 

"ressed  his  most  zealous  desires  Tot  the  progress  of'  rsHg^ia  amonj 

n.  by  means  of  the  Bethel.  Flag  ;  whert  he  also  pretb&fe*  for  Cm 

Union  last  year,  in  St.  Clement  Danes,  Strand. 
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it  was  their  duty  to  have  gone  to  -  the  pier/  and:  hoisted 
the  Bethel  Flag  themselves,  inviting  every  poor  sailor  to 
come  on  board,  and  prove  to  him,  that. they  respected 
the  laws  of  king  Jesus,  as  well  as  those  of  king  George. 
I  can  easily  imagine,  with  what  a  scornful,  laugh  this  in- 
timation of  their  christian  duty  may  be  read  by  the  of- 
ficers   and  their  secret  abettors ;  but  I  will  repeat  Jt 
again,   this  was  their  duty,  and  is  the  duly  of  every 
man  to  his  neighbour,    and   I   will  prove   M  to  >tho* 
in  the  day  of  judgment,   by  the   bkae  of  a  Immimg 
world,  that  shall  east  a  final  flam*  on  the  page  of  the 
last  bible  that  shall  remain  uneonsumed;  in  the  leaves 
of  which  shall  be  written,  the  immutable  law  of  God ; 
that  Christ  Jesus  came  to  uphold  and  enforce,  "  Thou 
shalt   love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself."     What  if  God 
Almighty  should  then  prove  as    severe  as  the  custom 
house  officers  would  have  been,  if  they  could !     What  if 
he  should  say,  "  By  a  law  passed  in  Paradise,  revived  at 
Mount  Sinai,  and  never  abrogated;  you;  the  officers  of 
Minehead  and  Watchet,  were  charged  to  love  and  serve 
me,  and  forbidden  to  sin  against  me,  on  pain  of  the  se- 
verest penalties ;  but  you,  having  violated  that  law,  (and 
sin  is  the  transgression  of  the  .law,)  are  thus  become  sin- 
ners of  the  deepest  die,  exposed  to  my  wrathful  indig- 
nation ;  I  therefore,  considering  that  the  penalty  attached 
to  such  transgression  (the  soul  that  sinneth  shall  die)  is 
death,  and  the  curse,  temporal,  spiritual,  and  eternal,  do 
hereby  command  you  to  be  seized,  saying,  *  Bring  those 
mine  eaemies,  who  would  not  that  I  should  reign  over 
them,  and  cast  them  into  outer  darkness;'  for  'whereso- 
ever much  is  given,  much  shall  Jb^  required.'     And  hav- 
ing also  made  a  law  to  this  effifct,  -  *  Thou  shalt  not  com- 
mit adultery  :*  Justice  demands  of  me  the  due  execution 
of  the  sentence  against  this  sin,  Whether  it  be  persisted 
in  by  a  gentleman  above  you,  or  a  poor  man  beneath 
you/'  j. 

* 

FUTURE  JUDGMENT. 

» 

In  the  solemn  prospect  of  s«o>  featfuT  and  moment- 
ooa  events,  I  would  address  every  officer  and  gentleman 
concerned,  hi  the  language  of  the  Lord  Jesus  himself, 
**  Agree  with  thine  adversary  qniekly,  whilst  thou  art  i» 
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the  way  vith  Km,"  or  while  life  is  spared ;  and  Ctast 
salt  "whosoever  comcth  unto  me,  I  will  w  no  wise  cast 
out/'  lest  at  any  time  the  adversary  deliver  thee  to  the 
Jndire,  and  the  Judge  deliver  thee  to  the  officer  and  tboji 
be  cast  into  prison.  «  Verily  I  say  unto  -thee,  Thou  skaU 
by  no  means  come  out  thence,  till  thou  hast  *Mrttf  tto  at- 
termost  farthing." 

Our  officers  will  do  well  to  recollect,  that  there  will  be 
no  castles,  or  ladded  proprietors,  or  family  connectioos 
there,  to  countenance,  support,  and  uphold  religious  per- 
secution; for  Minehead,  in  common  with  the  whok 
world,  ahaU  be  burnt  up  "  in  the  day  of  the  Lord,  which 
will  come  as  a  thief  in  the  night ;  in  the  which  the  hea- 
rtens shall  pass  away  with  a  great  noise,  and  the  elements 
shall  melt  with  fervent  heat,  the  earth  also,  and  the  uvrb 
that  are  therein  shall  be  burned." 

*'  Terror  and  glorj  joined  in  their  extremes, 
Oar  God  ih  glorj,  and  our  world  on  fire." 

"Then   shall  every  man  give  an  account 

t>F  HIMSELF  UNTO  GOD." 

THE  SAILOR  AND  THE  BEADLE. 

1  Sailors  have  been  sadly  neglected.  They  are  a  peopfc 
of  peculiar  habits,  they  are  not  much  accustomed  to  fit- 

.  quent  places,  of  worship  on  shore,  and  when  they  baw 
entered,  too  little  attention  has  been  paid  them.  1  was 
walking  down  Tooley  Street  on  a  Sunday  morning,  near 

.  one  o'clock,  P.M.  when.  I  saw  <e  sailor  very   pale  and 

.  weak,  leaning  against  a  window  shutter,  with  a  stick  in  hi* 

hand ;  he  was  clean,  and  had  on  a  decent  jacket  bj»1 

browsers,  he  appeared  to  have  been  very  ill,  I  accosted 

him,   "  My  friend,  you  appear  to  have  been  much  afflict- 

edV'    **Y.es,  Sir;  I  have  been  for  many  weeks  in  Sf. 

Thomas's  Hospital,  but  as  the  morning  was  fine,  I  walked 

<out,  but  1  am  exceedingly  weak  ;  I  caught  cold  one  nigh/, 

when  at  the  fore-mast  head  for  four  hours,  in  a  storm  ol 

wind  and  rain :  ouv  ship  tyas  so  near  going  down  that 

JUght,  thai  1  could  only  catch  a  little  sleep  now  and  then 

*>n  deck  in  my  wefccloatbs;  I  am  afraid,  Sir,  I  shall  never 

Set  over  it.1'    There  wad  a  melancholy  sound  in  these 

**&t  words'tbat  went  to  my  heart*    I  conversed  with  hi» 
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on  the  necessity  of  seeking  salvation  by  the  Lord  Jesus 
while  he  may  be  found,  and  calling  on  him'  while  he  is  . 
near ;  and  enquired — "  But  how  is  it  that  a  sick  man  like 
you,  walking  out  on  a  Lord's  day  morning,  have  not  found 
your  way  to  some  place  of  worship,  where  you  might 
have  got  some  good  to  your  soul  V  He  looked  at  me 
with  thankfulness,  the  tear  of  native  gratitude  glistened 
in  his  eye,  for  a  kindness  about  bis  spiritual  interest,  to 
which  he  had  not  been  accustomed,  and  turning  his.  face 
down  the  street,  and  raising  his  stick  to  point,  he  said, 
"  Sir,  I  am  a  stranger  in  London,  this  is  my  first  voyage 
to  this  port;  I  did  come  out  this,  morning  to  fintf  a 
church,  I  walked  into  that  church,  Sir,  and  stood  in  the 
aisle  while  the  prayers  were  read ;  but  when  the  sermon 
began,  I  leaned  against  a  lady's  pew,  as  I  was  60' 
weak,  when  the  beadle  came  and  turned  me  out,  BE- 
CAUSE I  was  a  Sailor  !"  My  heart  was  filled  with  in- 
dignation at  this  ungenerous  return  of  England  to  her 
brave  seamen,  and  I  entreated  him  to  go  on  board  the^ 
Floating  Chapel,  where  they  would  be  glad  to  see,  and  to' 
accommodate  sailors. 

THE  SMELL  OF  TAR. 

A  sea  captain*  and  a  particular  friend,  lately  informed 
me  that  being  at  anchor  in  one  port  on  a  sabbath  day,  be 
ordered  all  his  crew  to  church  and  went  there  himself;. 
on  his  returning  to  dine,  he  asked  the  sailors — where 
have  you  be^n  this  morning,  I  did  not  see  any  of  you  at 
church, — "  No,  Sir,  we  don't  Hke  to  ,go  there,  for  last 
voyage. we  went  in  on  the  Sunday  morning  and  they 

TURNED  US  OUT,   BECAUSE    WE    SMELL   OF  TAR."      I 

know  a  Dissenting  Meeting  House  also,  not  a  thousand 
milts  from  Bristol,  where  a  zealous  sailors'  friend,,  who 
often  picked  up  half  a  dozen  of  a  rabbath  .morning,  was 
ordered  not  to  bring  any  more  sailors  to  meeting  again, 
"  because  they  SMELL  of  TAR."  What  then  are  we 
to  do  for  this  poor  lost  race  of  outcast,  of  whom  it  may 
be  truly  said.  t 


«« 


Oateuts  from  thee,  aad  scattered  wide. 
Through  every  nation  wider  beavao, 
Blaspheming  whom  they  orucify'd  ; 
Umr'd,  uapittaft  eojergif  en. ' 
Branded  like  Gaum,  the/  bear  tbtir  Iced,- 

Ahhnr'sl  hrm«n.  and  AtiraM  nf  (InA.**    .     . 
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INDIFFERENCE  TO  SAILORS. 

Shfch  'Indeed  lias1  t>een  the  state  in  which  our  poor 
guilty  bailors  hcfoebtm,  but  Messed  be  God,  fois  curse  i? 
turned  into'  a  bjessing,  and  sailors  are  novv  blessed  of  him 
abundantly.  May  we  riot  however  ask,  What  'are  we  to 
do  with  our  sailorsr,  in  order  that  they  may  have  sortie  fair 
proportion  of  religious  instruction  with  the  fr' countrymen 
on  shore*  They  belong  to  no  parish,  the\  are  only  id  port  a 
few  days,  there  a  re  ho  places  for  them  in  our  churches,  our 
meeting  houses  are  too  intent  on  building  elegant  pews, 
to  think  of  a  corner  for  poor  Jack,  arid  so  very  delicate  is 
the  smell}  in  both  .the  churches  and  meetings,  that  sailors 
must  be  driven  from  thence  if  they  smell  of  tar  *,  and 
the  olfactory  hefrves1  of  our  congregations  must  be  coin 
suited)  before  poor  Jack's  precious  and  immortal  soul! 
What,  can  we  do  then  for  our  seamen?  Why,  said  a  few 
reHgipM  persons  at  Watchet,  we  will  have  njlag,  in  com- 
mon with  other  ports  through  the  nation,  atad  as  there  is 
no  provision  for  the  sailor  on  shore,  we  will  go  on  board 
his  ship,  and  hoist  the  Flag  as  a  signal  for  an  other  sail- 
ors that  we  are  going  to  have  prayers  on  board.  The 
news  flies  to  Mihehead,  and  immediately  the  proclama- 
tion resounds  through  both1  towns  from  the  Collector  tod 
Comptroller  of  the  Customs,  *'  Whosoever  dares  to  hoist 
this  nag  in  the  ports  of  Minehead  or  Watebet,  his*  ship 
shall  be  seized)  and  a1  penalty  of  £500.  demanded  of  hnn 
for  violating  a  law  to  prevent  smuggling,  which  we  pro- 
nounce to' be  intended  by  His  Majesty's  Government,  to 
be  a  law  to  prevent  Methodism  spreading  anion**  sailor?, 
tfnd  all  this,  we;  the  officers  of  this  port,  assert  to  be 
right,  just,  lawful,  and  reasonable)  notwithstanding  ail 
that  the  Sailors'  Magaziqe,  or  Admiral  Lord  Gambier, 
niay  say  to  the  contrary  t  and  although  we  can  ouly 
touch  the  flag,  because  there  is  so  much  fuss  made  in  tbit 

*  I  have  often  heard  that  this  reply  bas  been  given  from  some  ma- 
nagers of  chapels,  to  an  application  about  a  sermon  to  aailors*  "  We  razr* 
not  permit  any  such  thing,  they  are  a  very  dirty  set  of  fellows,  and  o*r 
pews  are  clean  cold  nick,  we  itursfrnot  suffer  gangs  of  sailors  to  <Jome  and 
spoil  them."  Ungeneroos  spirit  l«  Sailors  would  not  treat  yon  tint, 
bnt  are  yonr  pews  more"  valuable  .loan  sailors!  uwU.  %  Did  God  ffire  »o« 
pews  for  this  purpose.  Blush  before  God  as  Christians,  ami  as  Bagli**- 
men,  that  a  pretext  so  onworlby  should  e*er  be  advanced  to  justify  ?w 
AYnii«A*  and  negligence*-  . 
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kingdom  about  civil  and  religious  liberty — yet— we  mean 
it  to  be  understood  that  our  intention  is  to  suppress  the 
meetings  altogether ;  and  those  who  attend,  countenance, 
maintain^  support,  or  otherwise  uphold  such  fa#atieal 
business,  will  not  only  be  subject  to  our  displeasure,  but 
also  to  the  rebukes  of  others  in  this  place,  rebuke 
which  will  he  felt  in  the  shops,  .the  houses,  the  land*  the 
families,  and  all  the  dearest  interests  of  the  persons  so  o£» 
fending/'  Let  this  treatment  of  our  sailors  be  consider- 
ed, at  the  church,  in  the  meeting,  and  in  the  harbour,  by 
meddling  bigots ; .  and  then  ask  is  this  conduct  worthy  of 
England? 

BRITISH  INGRATITUDE. 

» 

Who  but  must  exclaim  in  the  true  spirit  of  patriotism,  . 
0  England,  England,  my  beloved  country,  is  it  thus  you. 
reward  your  brave  mariners  !     What  would  Britain  have  - 
ione  but  for  sailors  ?    Was  it  not  the  boast  of  Napoleon, 
that  "  if  he  could  set  foot  in  England*  he  would  make,  it 
such  a  country, ,  that  an  Englishman  >  would  not  wish  to 
he  in  it."    Who  interposed  a  wall  with  their  bodies  for 
twenty  years,   between  bis  mad  ambition  and  the  castles, .. 
'states,,  officers,  and  families  of  England,  was  it  not  pur 
Jailors?     Why  is  it,  that  every  other  country  has  been  the  - 
.eat  of  war,,  and  suffered  irreparable  injuries   by  the  . 
narches  and  couflicts  of  contending  armies  i  But  England 
las  been  free,  (I  put  this  query  with  the  more  force  be- 
cause I  have  marched  over  a  seat  of  war,  and  know  by 
ad  experience  what  the  "  Garden  of  Eden  beforcan 
irmy,  and  a  wilderness  behind  it,"  means.)    Is  it  not  to  - 
>ur  fleets,  to  our  naval  conquests,  and  to  our  brave  sea-- 
uen  (under  God)  we  are  indebted  as  a  nation  for  this  ? 

QUERIES  ABOUT  TAR. 

A  naval  officer,  at  a  Public  Mating  of  the  Bethel  ' 
Jnion,  in  Plymouth,  lately  demanded  (about  the-  tar 
melting  complaint)  "  where  would  England  have  been  • 
vithout  tar?  What  would  she  have  done  without  British  » 
Tars  I  Take  away  the  Tars  of  Old  England,  and  what  must 
mve  become  of  their  delicate  abhorrbrs?  For  my  part,*'  * 
laid  the  brave  and  manly  officer,  "  I,  Sir,  Jove  the  name^ 

E.2., 
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of  a  ttfr,  I  have  served  toy  country  many  years  as  a  Bri- 
tish tar,  I  have  fought  as  a  tat,  my  best  friends  are  tats, 
there  are  thousands  on  shore  who  love  tar* ;  king  George 
himself  is  a  piece  of  a  tar,  the  'government  of  the  country 
supports  tars,  and  the  country  itself,  is  supported  by  the 
commercial  labours  of  tars ;  I  'will  act  then,  Sir,  hesitate 
tocry,  The  Tars  &f  Old  England  for  ever.  Let  us  never 
forget  that  our  tars  have  souls,  and  never  cease  to  do 
them  good.  The  soul  of  poor  Jaek  is  as  valuable  as  the 
soul  of  the  king*? 

I  might  enquire  farther,  where  would  the  officers  of 
Mine  head   be  without  sailors ;  what  would  he  the  use  of 
a  custom  house  without  them,  and  where  do  the  very 
saleries  of  Mjnehead  atjd  Watcbet  officers  come  from! 
Are  they  not  supported  from  the  revenue,  and   does  not 
'that  revenue  arise  from  the  d  titles  paid  on  cargoes  stoned 
in  ships,  and   discharged  from  *hips ;  which  ships  art 
worked  by  the  toil  and  sweat  of  British  sailors,  and  is  it 
becoming  in  men  who  are  dependant  on  the  labour  and 
exhaustion  of  poor  sailors  to  be  the  base  persecutors  <K 
religion  and  deny  the  mariner  Iris  harmless  and  holy  en- 
joyment, when  he  has  covered  the  main  hatchway  and 
iitftshed  his  hands  aud  face  to  attend  the  service  of  God 
•**  Do  ye  thus  requite  them/O  foolish  people  and  unwise. 
Blessed  be   God,  sailors  have    friends  although    sew 
churches  and  some  meeting  houses  reject  them,  and  torn 
custom  house  officers  raise  the  standard  of  persecntwB 
against  them.     1  will  not,  because  1  catanot,  enumerate 
them*  the)7  are  of  all  descriptions  and  ranks  'hi  fife,  and 
of  all  evangelical  denominations.    'They  form  an  im- 
mense body  nnited  in  the  grand  mardh  of  Christrair bene- 
volence.     They  will,  like  their  victorious  commander 
Christ  the  Lord, -gp 'forth  from  conqtievhrg  to  conquer, 
for  his  dominion  must  be  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  the 
river  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.    It  may  however  be  grati- 
fying to  view  some  of  the  friends  of  sailors,  and  therefore 
I  shall  present  the  following  Hst~of  noblemen  and  geutle* 
men,  who  are  iroited  for  the  Single  purpose  of  obtain^ 
'bibles  for  merchant  bailors,  that  they  may  bate  them  at 
■fettle  taorer  than  half  the  cost  jfrice.  -     ' 
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.VOVLE  FRONDS  TO  SAILQgS, 

PRESIDENT.  ^    / 

Right  Honourable  Admiral  Viscount  Ex  bout*,  6. 0.B. 

VIOZ-PRESIDENTS. 


Kight  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury- 
Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Rocks*. 

vage 
Right    Hon.     Viscount   Melville, 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
Right  Hon.  Yiseount  Torrington 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Oalthorpe 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Gambier,  G.C.fi. 
The   Hon.   and  Right  Rev.   the 

Lord  Bishop  of  Gloucester 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Bexlej 
Admiral  Sir  James  Saomares,  Bart. 

G.  C.  B. 
r*on.  Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Coch- 
*      rane,  G.  C.  B. 
Vice  Admiral  Sir  George  Martin, 

G.  C.  B. 
Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Aoklaad,  Bart. 

M.P. 


•  » 

Hon.  Sir  George  Grey,  Bart. 

Sir  Thomas  Baring,  Bart.  M.P. 

Sir  Robert  WJgram,  Rart.      * 

Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  Bert.  . 

Gaptain  Sir  Christopher  CoU,  Roy- 
al Navy,  K.C.B. 

J.  W.  Backle,  Esq. 

Joseph' Cotton,  Esq. 

John  Wilson  Croktr,  8*q,  MJ?. 

John  Gladstone,  Esq-  JI*i*«    • 

Charles  Grant,  Esq. 

Right  Hon.'  Charles  Grant,  Jan. 
M.P. 

Sessoel  Hoare,  Jen.  Esq. 

William  Mellisb,  Esq, 

William  Taylor  Mone jf  JJsq. 

Richard  Mat  lie  w  Raikes,  Esq. 

Christopher  Smith,  Esq.  Alderman 

James  Stephen,  Esq. 

William  Wilberforce,  Esq.  M.P. 


MERCHANT  SEAMEN'S  SOCIETY. 

This. noble  assemblage  of  greatness  and  goodness,  mov- 
ing in  tbe  first  circles  of  the  kingdom,  is  the  support  - 
of  tbe  Merchant  Seamen's  Bible  Society,  and  the  ©Dera- 
tions of  the  institution  are  carried  en  chiefly  by  two 
agents;  one  is.  a  respectable  man  at  London,  who  goes 
on  board  various  ships  in  the  Thames)  and  sells  Bibles 
from  the  Society  to  the  sailors*    The  other  is  a  captain 
of  the  navy,  whom  I  have  the  pleasure  to  know*  ^ to i* 
btationed  at  Gravcaend,  and  ha*  a  boat  and  cwtt,  .with 
whom  he  boards  every  ship  that  comes  near  tbe  Town,, 
and  uses  every  effort  to. engage  tbe,  attention  of  captains 
and  erew  to  tbe  sacred  volume,    X  refer  to  the  reports  of 
the  Institution  for  the  interesting  and  animating  accounts 
lie  has  given  of  his  visits  to  cwerent  ships.    Compare 
this  noble  conduct  with  the.  proceedings  of  .the  Watcbet 
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officers,  who  like  a  neighbouring  family    have  "leant 
nothing   and  gained  nothing1*   by  all   the   striking  dis- 
pensations of  God  during   the    last  twenty  yean,  and 
all  the  mighty  operations  of  Christian  zeal  in  this  fa- 
Tored  land ;  but, .  shut  up  in  the  narrow  and  contracted 
sphere  of  Minehead,  seem  to  imagine  that  **  they  are,  and 
besides  there  is  none  else."    I  will  present  one  other  list 
of  seamen's  friends  in  Ireland,  who  acknowledge,  in  the 
report  of  their  society,  the  origin  of  their  proceedings,  as 
follows: — "In  the  year  1816,  a  master  of  a  vessel  in  the 
coal  trade,  who  had  established  morning  and  evening  prat- 
ers in  his  own  vessel,  succeeded"  in  inducing  men  from 
other  ships  in  the  Thames  to  meet  in  the  evening  on 
board  his  vessel,  for  the  purpose  of  prayers.     Hie  prac- 
tice thus  introduced,    was  continued  in   succession  <m 
board  different  ships,  and  the  vessel  in  which  the  meet- 
ing for  prater  was  to  be  held  was  distinguished  in  sum' 
iner,  by   a  flag  at  the  main-top-gallant-mast  bead,  with 
the   word  Bethel  in  large  letters  on  its  centre;  and  in 
winter,  by  a  lantern  in  the  main -top,  or  higher  in  the  rig- 
ging, where  best  seen." 

THE  AUTHOR'S  FIRST  VISIT. 

In  1817,  a  minister,  who  had  spent  the  early  part  of 

his  life  at  sea,  when  on  a  visit  to  JLondon,  beard  of  these 

meetings  among  the  seamen  on  board   the  collier,  and 

was  anxious,  of  course,  to  be  present  at  one  of  them. 

He  contrived,'  without  being  known  to  be  a  minister,  to 

get  on  board  the  vessel  where  the  Bethel  Flag  was  flying, 

and  gave  the  following  account  of  what  the  witnessed: — 

.   "  The  cabin  became  soon  filled  with  captains  and  seamen : 

— it  had  been  cleaned  up  for  the  occasion,  and  some  bars 

of  wood  were  laid  across  different  chests  to  serve  as  seats. 

It  was  interesting  to  see  how  curiously  and  willingly  the 

<■  seamen  stowed  themselves  away  on  the  lockers,  coiling 

up  their  legs  to  make  as  much  room  as  possible."     He 

then  describes  the.  manner  in  which  the  religious  service 

y:  was  conducted,  and  says,     "The  singing  was  very  lively 

and  animated,  and  thepriyers  of  these  good  men  were  at 

5>nce  simple,  copious,  and  energetic/'    The  scene  which 

~ "  witnessed  was  such,  that'he  could  not  controul  his  feel* 
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ings,  and  he  obtained  permission  to  address  them.  He 
toid  them  what  be  had  been,  and  what  he  then  was,  and 
requested  to  be  allowed  to  preach  to  them  on  board  ship. 
This  he  did  the  next  week,  and  at  subsequent  periods. 
The  number  of  sailors  who  attended  was  great,  and  the 
interest  they  took  in  the  service,  striking;  and  this  enr 
co  u raging  progress^  as  he  says,  "  has  given  birth  to  the 
idea  of  fitting  up  a  large  9hip  for  the  public  worship  of 
God  ou  the  Thames,  and  in  which  should  be  held  a  Sun- 
day school  for  cabin  boys."  After  noticing-  how  back- 
ward seamen  are  to  enter  places  of  worship  on  shore,  he 
adds,  "  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  remarked  wkh  what  ala- 
crity and  delight  they  had  pulled  up  alongside  the  ship 
where  a  sermon  was  to  be  pneacheds  or  a  prayer  meeting 
held*  leaping  from  the  boat  by  the  chain  plates,  a  rope, 
or  a  ladder,  to  the  deck,  and  taking  their  station  in  the  rig- 
ging or  gangways,  where  they  felt  more  at  home  than.they 
could  be  in  the  most  elegant  cushioned  pews  on  shore." 
A  ship  is  their  dwelMng«-*-their  delight— their  boast — and 
their  all. 


IRISH  ZEAL  AND  LIBERALITY. 

Influenced  by  this  circumstance,  the  report  proceeds 
to  detail  Che  farther  progress  of  the  sailors'  cause,,  until 
some' friends  of  episcopacy  in  Dublin,  united  in  a  society 
connected  with  the  established  church,  and  obtaining  a 
floating  chapel,'  which  has  been  duly  consecrated  by  the 
Archbishop  of  Dublin.  The  clergy  of  his  diocese  regu- 
larly preach  on  board  to  sailors,  and  the  following  are  the 
supporters  of  this  good  work :  ^ 
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trampled  under  foot  as  the  ofiscouring  of  all  things,  tbm 
■are  those  now  who  will  not  hesitate  -in  the  cause  of  m- 
.rality  and  piety,  to. adopt  every  prudent  method  to  do 
them  good,  and  prevent  them  being  injured  in  the  ri°bfe 
of  conscience.  I  take  leave  of  the  officers,  regrettug 
that  they  have  been  so  committed,  and  hoping  that  a  da\ 
will  arrive,  when  influenced  by  the  grace  of  the  M- 
mighty,  they  will  yet  becoqie  the  zealous  advocates  of 
the  gospel  of  Christ  in  'this  wor)a%  and  the  happy  par- 
takers of  its  glorious  and  eternal  blessings  in  the  world  U 
come. 

BRISTOL  SEAMEN'S  CHAPEL. 

Having  made  the  subject  of  this  affair  at  MineheaJ 
known  to  a  multitude  of  seamen  and  their  friends  01 
board  this  ship,  the  following  correspondence  closed  tfcr 
business ;  and  as  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  the  pub- 
lic, I  take  the  .liberty  of  trespassing  on  his  Lordship 
kindness,  and  producing  it  in  conclusion  of  this  pamphlet 

u  St.  James's  Parade,  Bristol. 

"My  Lord,— I  am  often. .solicited  to  write  to  you  o: 
various  accounts,  but  have  always  avoided  it,  knowk 
that  you  must  have  a  variety  of  applications  from  at 
quarters*,  but  I  canAot  refrain  intruding. on  your  Lord- 
ship's time  for  a  few  moments,  trusting  the  cause  will 
plead  my  excuse.  fc 

"  Your  Lordship  may  possibly  have  heard  that  I  haw 
been  laidva»de  from  public  speaking  nearly  four  months, 
by  a  dangerous  inflammation  of  the  lungs  and  pleum 
fever.  I  came  here  lately  in  a  convalescent  state  for 
change  of  air,  and  on  Saturday  evening  was  gratified  with 
copies  of  the  correspondence  with  your  Lovflstup  and  m» 

«$riend  Mr.  L.,  about  the  officers  at  Minehead.  The  hap- 
py and-  blessed  termination  of  the  affair  has  had  great  in- 
fluence in  this  Port ;  but  my  chief  object  is  to  inform 

*>vour  Lordship,  that  last  evening  I  was  on  board  the  Float- 
ing Chapel,  and  although  weak  and  depressed,  I  ▼entsred 
into  the  pulpit  after  the  sermon,  and  introduced  the  b*»- 

roess  of  Minehead,  requesting  the  Minister  te>  send  the 
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correspondence.  The  ship  was  crowded  hi 'every  part, 
and  many  highly  respectable  persons  on  board.  1  was 
greatly  affected  when  I  recollected  your 'Lordship  Y  firm 
conduct  and  regular  worship,  as  an  example  to  the  Grand 
Fleet,  when  I  was  a  thoughtless  sailor  at  Torbay,  under 
your  Lordship's  command,  I  reflected  also  on  your  kind 
and  condescending  attentions  when  we  have  met. on  the 
platform  in  London,  at  the  Anniversaries  of  the  Bethel 
Union.  I  considered  the  promptitude  and  zeal  of  your 
Lordship  in  this  affair  at  Minehead,  and  the  weight  of  your 
influence  in  such  a  business;  and,  if  you  will  pardon  the 
liberty,  I  must  say,  I  esteemed  and  regarded  your  Lord- 
ship more  than  ever  for  your  works'  sake.  In  the  ship  this 
evening  I  watched  the  sailors  who  had  just  come  ashore 
from  the  West-Indiamen,  and  many  masters  and  men  be-  , 
lunging  to  the  coasting  trade.  They  leaned  over  the  gal- 
lery with  the  most  expressive  eagerness.  At  length,  when 
the  minister  came  to  that  excellent  passage  in  your  letter 
*  that  they  will  not  interfere  with,  nor  obstruct,  the  blessed 
and  holy  service  in  which  the  Seamen  of  Minehead  are 
engaged,  where  the  Bethel  Union  Flag  is  hoisted/  a  great 
part  of  them  burst  into  tears  ;  many  of  their  wives  and 
children  and  sisters  sitting  by  them  did  the  same  ;  and  I 
distinctly  heard  the  honest,  blunt,  and  affectionate  excla- 
mation among  them,  '  God  bless  the  good  old  Admiral/ 
I  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  scene :  it  appeared  as  if 
the  whole  of  the  sailors  and  all  the  sailors*  friends  on 
board  had  been  in  great  danger,  and  your  Lordship,  as 
their  Commander,  kindly  stepped  forward  and  rescued 
the  whole  ship's  company* 

"  Had  the  day  been  appointed  For  labour  rather  than 
devotion,  and  the  place  been  less  sacred  or  more  general, 
1  have,  no  doubt  but  the  usual  expression  of  British  Sai- 
lors would  have  burst  forth  in  three  hearty  cheers  for  your 
Lordship.  While,  the  Minister  was  reading  the  papers,  I 
observed  the  effect  was  so  gratifying  on  all  present,  that, 
at  the  close,  1  stood  up,  and  with  some  difficulty,  ad- 
dressed the  audience  with  a  few  remarks  on  your  Lord- 
ship's kindness  to  the  Sailor's  cause,  and  spoke  of  your 
advanced  age,  entreating  that  all  present  would  implore 
divine  comforts,  and  Almighty  support,  when  you  entered 
the  vale  of  death.     There  is  something  in  catching,  what 
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some  call,  the  spur  of  the  moment,  or  seizing  on  a  fatot- 
able  occasion,  as  I  have  seen  your  Lordship  with  your  fe- 
Vourite  hymn — 

'  From  all  Ihtt  dwell  below  the  skies/ 

that  is  inexpressibly  powerful  and  affecting.    Your  Lord- 
ship, at  an  Anniversary,  has  forbidden  my  including  a 
motion  for  thanks  to  the  chair,  and  I  am  aware  it  is  be- 
coming too  much  a  formal  custom  of  flattery,  but  it  is  still 
the  acredited  mode  in  this  kingdom  of  real  gratitude  tot 
Nobleman  we  highly  respect  and  venerate ;  and  with  this 
impression,  I  venture  to  say  that,  singular  and  unprece- 
dented as  the'  thing  was,  I  was  so  satisfied  of  the  feelings 
of  all  on  board,  that  I  would  take  all  the  responsibility  oo 
'myself,  and  begged  to  propose,  That  the  most  affectionate 
expression  of  the  gratitude  of  this  assembly  should  be 
communicated  to  Admiral  Lord  Gambier,  for  his  con- 
tinued kindness  to  the  Sailors*  cause,  and  for  his  kind  in- 
terference in  the  business  of  Minehead.     The  whole  as- 
sembly, iny  Lord,  held  up  their  handsrwith  such  a  spon-  ■ 
taneous  burst  of  grateful  emotion  as*  I  have  seldom  or  I 
ever  witnessed ;  after  which,  solemn  prayer  was  offered  | 
to  God  for  you,  in  which  many  joined  with  such  earnest- 
ness as  would  have  touched  your  Lordship's  heart  more 
sensibly,  had  you  been  present.     It  was  observed  in  pray- 
er,  'When  Gambier  and  the  pious '  Sailor,  when  the 
Admiral  and  the  poor  Cabin-boy  shall  cast  their  crowns 
at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  and  bow  before  his  throne  in  glory, 
may  we  all  be  thefe.'    This  was  followed  by  a  most  hearty 
*  Amen,'  from  stem  to  stern.  I  now,  my  Lord,  without  the 
formality  of  a  Secretary  or  a  Society,  hand  you  the  gene- 
rous expression  of  grateful  feeling,  by  all  on  board  the 
Floating  Chapel  of  this  pott,  in  the  shape  of  a  unanimous 
vote  of  thanks,  and  shall  be  happy  to  communicate  to 
them  your  Lordship's  reply. 

4    "  Excuse, my  scrawl,  and  allow  me  to  remain, 

"  Your  Lordship's     ' 

"Obliged  and  grateful  Servant, 

"G.C.  SMITH. 

•*  June ;$>,  1023.'* 
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« \         ■  "  Iver  Grove,  23rd  June,  1823.  : 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  Lave  received  your  very  friendly  letter, 
tod  am  much,  concerned  to  find  that  the  state  of  your 
nealth»has  been  so  indifferent  as  to  make  it  necessary 
'or  you   to  suspend  your  zealous  and  faithful  labours 
u  the  great  cause  of  promoting  the  knowledge  of  the  re- 
leemer  among  that  valuable  class  of  men,  the  seamen  of 
he  nation,  and  their  families ;  but  I  hope  it  will  please . 
)ur  gracious  Lord  speedily  to  restore  your  health  to  yojv 
ind  enable  you  to  pursue  your  useful  labours  with  tMp 
tame  zeal  and    activity  with  which  you  have  hitherto 
worked. 

"  1-feel  very  sensibly  the  truely  kind  and  very  affection-  , 
ite  manner  in  which  the  seamen,  with  the  rest  of  the  con-N 
gregation,  assembled  on  board  the  Floating  Chapel  of 
Bristol,  received  the  information  of  my  feeble  but  sincere 
endeavours  to  protect  the  seamen  at  Minehead,  who  are 
engaged  in  the  holy  cause  of  the  Bethel  Union  and  their 
faithful  bumble  worship  of  the  Almighty  Saviour,  from 
the  oppression  of  those  who  would  have  suppressed  the 
bfcssed  work,  had  they  been  permitted  to  do  so  ;  but  He 
who  reigns  in  Heaven  and  on  Earth  has  graciously  inter- 
posed his  power  to  preserve  it :  to  Him  be  ail  the  prate  c. 
"  I  can  with  sincerity  assure  you,  that  I  was  deeply  af- 
fected when  I  received  your  letter,  particularly  that  part  of 
it  which  gave  me  the  gratifying  account  of  the  truly  kind 
expression  and  feelings  of  the  congregation  towards  me. 
I  should  be  happy  if  I  could  be  favoured  with  an  op- 
portunity of  returning,  in  person,  my  cordial  thanks  to 
the  good  people  for  their  Christian  kindness  and  love. 
If  an  occasion  should  occur,  I  would  beg  the  favor  of 
you  to  do  it  for  me.     May  our  gracious  Lord  and  Sa-r 
▼iour  shed    the   choicest   4ew    of    His    blessing'  upon 
them,  and  pour  out.  His  Holy  Spirit  upon' every  indivi-. 
dual  of  them,  and  grant  them  every  blessing  of  time  and 
of  eternity. 

"  I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  sincere  and  affectionate  Friend, 

"  GAJMBIEJR." 

1  have  had  great  pleasure  in 'carrying  into  execution 
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his  lordship's  commands,  and  have  rejoiced  to  witness  the 
fine  English  impression  produced  on  a  large  and  re- 
spectable auditory.  I  have  also  to  add  that  intelligence 
has  just  reached  me  of  the  Bethel  Flag  haying  been 
hoisted  at  Constantinople,  Smyrna,  Leghorn,  and  Lisbon; 
and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  zeal  of  the  people  in  this 
neighbourhood  for  the  Bethel  cause  has  increased  in  a  ten- 
fold degree  since  the  intelligence  from  Miuehead  reached 

US. 


N.  iL  Since  this  was  written  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
a  Clifton  HotwelTs  and  Pell  Seamen's  Friend  Society  and 
Bethel  Union  has  been  formed,  and  a  ship  is  purchased 
tot  a  Seamen's  Chapel  at  the  Hot  wells.  Donations  foe 
this  object  can  be  forwarded,  addressed  for  the  Author, 
to  be  left  «t  the  Publishers. 
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STORM  STAY-SAILS.  ' 
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Penzance,  lard's  Day,  fllajrch  &A,  J8$f*. 

■ROTHSB   SULOftB, 

'using  eighteen  years  In  which  I  have  been  hpnqu^si  of 
•  Lord  to  be  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel,  I  have  seldpm  been 
\  aside  by  affliction  from  this  delightful  work,  either  on 
!'  Sabbath  or  on  week  days,  until  lately.  Twenty  years 
>  it  was  my  mercy  and  high  privilege  to  sing, 

"  I  8em<J  the joys  of  eartlj  away, 
Away,  ye  tempters  of  the  mind ! 
False  as  tht  smooth  deceitful  sea. 
And  empty  as  the  whistling  wind. 

Tour  streams  were  floating  me  along, 

Down  to  the  golf  of  black  despair ; 
And  whilst  I  listan'd  to  yoar  song, 

Your  streams  had  e'en  contey'd  me  there* 

Lord,  I  adore  thy  matchless  grace, 

That  warn'd  me  of  that  dark  abyss* 
That  drew  me  from  those  .treach'roos  seas, 

And  bid  me  seek  superior  bliss.' 


*p 


that  time  J  was  strengthened  by  Almighty  grace  ta  get 
lerweigh,  and  spread  every  sail  on  a  new  voyage,  havang 
iped  my  course  for  theport  of  eternal  blessedness  whore  thorn 
10  more  sea.  Like  your  vojages  to  the  East  or  West  Injtie** 
North  or  Sputh  America,  I  have  had  "  light  winds,  and.  • 
riable."  "  Quite  pajm.-  "  Stiff. bme,tt  "  Strong  gaj^/.  : 
Heavy  storm."   '[  Trajnendouj  tamoac*/'  mi  att  tht 
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variations  of  scenes  and  circumstances  incident  to  snchvoy* 
ages.  It  has  often  been  my  mercy  to  be  favoured  wit&  i 
TRADB-wiif  d,  and  to  run  before  it  for  weeks,  while  at  other 
times  I  have  spent  months  in  beating  against  wind  and  sea, 
distressed  beyond  measures  for  an  observation  of  the  Sun  to 
ascertain  my  "  latitude  and  longitude/*  or  alarmed  in  the 
highest  degree  by  tne  strong  currents  which  have  set  me  to 
leeward,  and  forced  me  on  a  lee-shore  with  every  prospect 
of  inevitable  destruction. 

I  must,  however,  this  day  write ~"  Ebenezer/*  and  say  witt 
gratitude,  "hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  me."    Throur 
his  divine  aid  I  have  been  able,  to  beat  off,  to  weather  tfc 
most  fetal  rocks,  to  plunge  over  the  most  destructive  sani*. 
and  fo  hold  on  my  course  to  the  present  moment ;  I  am  «**' 
laying  to,  under  storm  stay-sails,  at  the  close  of  a  dreadfc 
tempest,  which  is  gradually  subsiding.    I  am  happy  to  sj 
the  gale  is  broke,  after  exhausting  its  fury  on  my  poor  ban 
straining  every  beam,  and  shaking  every  timber  until  I  bar , 
lain  as  a  log  in  the  trough  of  the  sea,  and  expected  everj 
moment  to  have  gone  down  with  all  hafds  on  board.  "  In  *l 
distress  I  called  upon  the  Lord,  and  cried  unto  my  God  :  k| 
heard  my  voice  out  of  his  temple,  and  my  cry  came  before  his 
even  into  his  ear$.     He  bowed  the  heavens  and  came  down 
and  darkness  was  under  his  feet.    And  he  rod  upon  a  cherub 
and  did  fly :  yea,  he  did  fly  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind.  H< 
made  darkness  his  secret  place:   his  pavilion  round  abo; 
him  were  dark  waters  and  thick  clouds  of  the  skies.    The: 
the  channels  of  waters  were  seen,  and  the  foundations  of  tV 
world  were  discovered  at  thy  febuke,  O  Lord,  at  the  blast 
the  breath  of  thy  nostrils :   be  delivered  me ;  he  brought  ft 
forth ;  he  delivered  me,  because  he  delighted  in  me."    Tfc 
tempest  has  therefore  abated,  its  violence  is  over,  danger  i 
past,  and  I  wait  now  for  smooth  water,  less  wind,  and  a  mo- 
derate sky,  when  I  hope  to  stow  away  storm  sails,  loose  u'! 

*  *  *  # 

topsails,  shake  out  the  reefs,  and  get  the  ship  steadily  untie 
her  course?  ^ad  top  galbatoaife  «**«  i  phall  be  able  t 


square  tne  yards  between  decks,  repair  the  effects  of  the 
^ale,  and  hail  every  vessel  I  come  athwart,  that  I  may  mus- 
ter as  large  a  fleet  as  possible  bound  to  one  port,  steering  the 
»ame  course,  hoisting  the  same  colours,  and  fighting  under 
;he  same  glorious  Leader  and  Commander,  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  At  present,  as  I  have  already  hinted,  I  am  lying  too, 
waiting  for  this  favourable  change,  for  having  been  brought 
rery  low  with  fever  and  inflammation,  I  am  now  obliged  to 
ivoid  preaching  for  some  time.  Another  preacher  is  there* 
ore  occupying  my  pulpit  this  morning.  What  can  I  do  for 
he  Lord,  I  said,  this  day  ?  I  can't  preach,  but  can  I  not  do 
something  for  Christ  and  his  cause }  I  thought  of  you,  my 
lear  Brother  Sailors,  and  having  been  one  of  your  number 
brmerly,  I  can  never  foiget  you,  or  cease  to  labour  for  your 
rood,  I  know  you  often  want  a  directory,  and  that  you  hail 
he  sight  of  a  light-house  darting  its  cheering  rays  across 
the  deep  at  midnight.  I  have  taken  my  pen,  and  shall  try 
o  rig  up  one  for  you,  without  consulting  *the  Trinity  House, 
ra  Tower  Hill,  but  not  without  imploring  a  Messing  from 
he  sacred  Trinity  above,  that  my  labour  may  not  be  in  vai 
n  the  Lord* 

MAKING  SAIL. 

Permit  one  then  who  has  been  a  cabin  boy  in  a  merchant 
M*ig>  a  sailor  boy  in  a  frigate,  and1  a  foretopman  in  a  line-of- 
tattle-ship,  to  take  his  seat  among  you  in  the  cabin — the 
talf-deck— the  birth — the  top,  or  on  the  forecastle,  and  en- 
reat  your  -attention  to  a  general  overhaul  of  the  book  of 
onah.  The  Bible,  my  lads,  is  an  invaluable  book,  and  M 
if  the  most  blessed  instruction  suitable  to  all  ranks  aJfcd 
tations  in  life.  If  a  man  be  rich  or  poor,  there  is  a  portion 
or  each.  Does  a  person  occupy  any  station  to  which  he  is 
[uachedi  he  will  find  that  in  the  Bible,  which  will  entertain, 
tnd  edify,  and  animate  his  mind.  If  a  gardener,  he  will  read 
>f  flowers,  fruits  and  gardens.  If  a  carpenter,  there  ore  mea 
urements,  furniture,  wood,  and  batting*,  in  conpexkm  wit 
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epiritual  things.   If  *  firmer,  there  are  fields,  plougfcfe,  *tal, 

fconesj  and  bains.  If  a  mason  or  d  bricklayer,  there  are  lUnea, 

•oralis,  foundations,  lines,   rule*,  bricks,  and   cities,  It  & 

fiiherman,  there  are  borfts*  nets,  hooks,  and  Ash.    And  if  i 

Sailor,  there  are  ships,  sails,  ropes,   Storms,    shipwreck*! 

.cargoes*  Voyages,  and  sei-portsi  No  tor  the  Bible  is  altogetfcrl 

precious  <  and  instructive  >  but  as  one  part  is  more  adapted  t 

a  particular  class  than  another,  It  is  usual  to  make  sekctta 

o£tnis  riatnre  suitable  to  the  class  whom  we  address,  aim? 

•bearing  this  in  taihd,  that  whatever  We  inay  apply  by  way  of  3- 

'lustration  to  bring  Divine  subjedts  familiar  to  allmmds,  yet  tin 

great  and  essential  truths  bf  God's  holy  word*  Such  as  redemfr 

tidn>  jttstifieatkmysaBctificatioh,  andgterincdtioh;  by  theinor 

nation,  death*,  merits, and  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ,— tfes 

can  never  be*  dhanged,  they  are  the  sarhe  to  all 5  salvation) 

by  Christ  alone.    All  must  believe  or  perish,  be  bcfrn  aga 

vrnot,  repent  or  die  without  hope.    We  are,  nevertaele?' 

permitted  to  enforce  those  grand  and  important  -topics  ?i 

circumstances  and  ideas  and  terms,  With  which  duterta 

classes  atfe  most  familiar,  hence  the  boftk  of  Jonah  has  oft* 

been  selected  as  adapted  to  Sailors,  and  many  excellent^ 

dresses  have  been,  and  will  be,  delivered  from  it.     I  hr 

thought  whether  I  could  not  muster  up  something  in  cup 

nexioa  with  ibis  book,  that  might  do  for  a' spare  corner 

the  chesty  Or  an  empty  lbcker  over  the  birth;  and  serve 

etaplay  the  mind  in  the  watch,  below,  or  Whew  all' is  pretf 

quiet  upon  deck,  you  will  say,  "  why,  it  is  fc  queer  thug  1* 

carry  a  lighthouse  00  board  a  ship,  though  some  old  hulks  sit 

concerted  into  ftoating-lights,  as  the  Dudgeon,  &c;  fee."   Yd 

as  the:admifal  of  a  fleet  always  carries:  a  light. to  gokk 

ships  around  Mav  ^o  I  shall  erideavour  fio  fortri  such  a  1 

JarUetrn,  aft  every  pious  Sailor  may  rig  up  in  his  fore-to&l 

and  thus  become  riot  only  a.  light  mthe  World*  but  also  fet- 

ta£)|£at  light  $0  shine,  that  others  seeing  his  gdod  works  mtf 

*#&«rhyAis  Father  who  is  in  heaven.  The  chief  Writers,  fro* 

whom  f  shall  borrow  ideto  for  yduj inspections  are  the  B* 


rfatthew  Henry  of  Chester,  the  Rev.  Dr«  GUI  of  London* 
lie  Rev.  G.  Young  of  Whitley,  and  the  Rev.  J.  Ryther,  for* 
oerly  of  Wapping.  All  these  good  men  have  written  upon 
his  book  -,  the  two  former  in  their  comments  on  the  whole 
Jible,  and  the  latter  in  sermons  or  expositions.  Mr.  Ryther* s 
ot  was  cast  among  Sailors,  He  was  very  conversant  with 
hem,  and  hod  been  so  mucft  used  to  address  them  in  a  styfc 
dapted  to  their  situations  and  taste,  that  he  was  commonly 
ailed,  The  Seamen's  Preacher.  As  a  prpof  how  much  ho 
vas  beloved  by  them,  it  is  related,  that  when  in  the  persecute 
og  reign  of  Charles  IL>  some  officers  came  to  apprehend  hfrn 
a  he  was  preaching,  a  number  of  Sailors  protected  him,  add 
ormed  lines  for  him  to  pass  unhurt.  His  work  is  called 
( The  Seaman's  Preacher/*  and  consists  of  nine  short  sermons, 
t  was  republished  by  the  late  Rev.  Samuel  Palmer  of  Hackney 
n  1808,  about  SO  years  since,  with  recommendations  from 
tfr.  Janeway  (who  also  wrote  for  Sailors),  and  the  following 
respectable  ministers,  who  had  some  seafaring  persons  in 
heir  congregations.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Rutledge,  Broad  Street; 
tapping,  where  Mr.  Ryther  preached)  Noah  Hinold,  Gravel 
Lane ;  Dr.  Ryfond,  Bristol ;  Wm  Lambert,  Hull  f  Jahii 
rownsend,  Rotherhithej  David  Bogue,  Gospart;  Andrew' 
duller,  Kettering;  and  the  Rev.  John  Newton,  a  clergyman  •£ 
St.  Mary  Wodnoth  Church,  in  Lombard  Street,  Ldndonrf 
rhe  latter  venerable  and  pious  ..minister  qt  the  Church  <rf 
England  wrote  thus  in  his  recommendatory  Preface. 

AN  OLD  SAILOR. 

"  My  reverend  and  respected  friend;  the  Editor,  applied  to 
ne  as  a  proper  person  to  recommend  this  book  (which  his 
>enevolence  led  him  tor  republish)  to  the  serious  attention  of 
nariners,  as  he  thought  from  my  former  acquaintance  with 
iea-affairs,  I  must  have  some  feeling  of  their  situation  myself. 
in  this,  I  trust,  he  was  not  mistaken. 

I  was  first  on  ship-board,  the  day  I  was  eleven  years  of 
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age,  in  the  station  of  a  cabin-boy.  I  was  afterwards  h  tk 
navy.  I  then  passed  through  the  usual  gradations  in  the 
merchant's  service,  and  was  master  of  a  merchant  skip  a 
my  last  three  voyages.  Thus  I  traversed  the  ocean,  in  a  grot 
variety  of  situations  and  circumstances^  near  twenty  years. 
But  long,  too  long,  1  was  a  careless,  inattentive  spectator  e 

»  the  wonders  of  the  Lord  in  the  great  deep.  My  heart  was  bid, 
my  language  profane,  my  conduct  most  profligate  and  licen- 
tious. Thus  I  know,  not  only  from  observation,  but  from  sorrow- 
ful experience,  the  disadvantage^  Seamen  are  in  general  under 
with  respect  to  the  concernments  of  their  precious  sods. 
They  usually  pass  the  greatest  part  of  their  lives  upon  tk 
sea,  and  therefore  can  derive  little  benefit  either  from  instruc- 
tion of  example.  They,  rather,  too  frequently  strengths 
and  confirm  each  other  in- habits  of  wickedness.  The  fre- 
quency of  their  deliverances  from  the  dangers  to  which  they 
are  exposed,,  often  harden  them  into  a  fearless  insensibility. 
Thus  they  go  on  from  bad  to  worse,  strangers  to  God,  ad 
thoughtless  of  eternity. 

May  the  perusal  of  the  book  now  put  into  your  hands,  my 
Brother  Sailor,  be  accompanied  by  a  divine  blessing  t&  your 
lieartt  It  Is  well  calculated  to  instruct  you,  if  ignorant ;  to 
ionse  you,  if  careless;  to  encourage  you,  if  you  haveadesirt 

m  to  seek  God}  and  to  comfort  you,  if  your  mind  is  distressed. 
May  the  Holy  Spirit  enlighten  your  minds,  that  you  may 
discern  the  things  pertaining  to  your  everlasting  peace,  be- 
fore they  are  hidden  from  your  eyes  !  Death,  judgment, 
heaven,  and  hell,  are  words  of  awful  importance.    But  the 

.  Son  of  God  veiled  his  glory,  united  the  human  nature  to 
himself,  that  he  might  redeem  us  to  God  by  his  own  blood; 
and  now  pardon,  peace,  and  eternal  life,  are  freely  promised, 
without  money  or  price,  to  all  who  put  their  trust  in  hyn.  la 
the  perusal  of  this  book  I  commend  you  to  his  blessing,  and 
am,  for  his  sake, 

Your  willing  servant  in  the  Gospel, 

JOHN  NEWTON." 
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The  Lectures  of  Mr.  George  Young,  on  the  book  of  Jonah, 
were  published  in  1819,  accompanied  by  two  Discourses  to 
Seamen,  with  hymns  and  prayers,  I  shall  endeavour  to 
rjean  a  little  from  each  of  those  valuable  works ;  keeping 
ilose  to  the  Bible  as  the  fountain  of  knowledge,  convinced 
that  "  All  Scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is 
profitable  for  doctrine,'  for  reproof,,  for  correction,  and  for 
nstruction  in  righteousness ;"  That  the  "  Sailor,"  as  a  man 
>f  God,  "  may  be  perfect,  and  thoroughly  furnished  unto  ail 
good  work*,"  that  is,  thattthe  converted  Seaman  may  be 
»mpletely  filled  up  from  stem  to  stern,  fully  equipped  for 
wttle,.  and  all  ready  for.  sea,  for  storms,  for  general  actions1,  ' 
and  for  all  the  circumstances  he  may  meet  with  throughout 
the  voyage  of  life. 

JONAH'S  EARLY  LIFE, 
,  With  his  Origin  and  Profession. 

His  name  in  the  Hebrew  signifies  a  dove.  This  name  is 
rery  suitable  to  a  prophet  an'd  minister  of  the  Lord,  whose  . 
servants  ought  to  be  "  wise  as  serpents,  and  harmless  as  doves,** 
md  who  mourn  (like  doves)  over  their  own  sins,  and  the 
rins  of  others.  The  best  of  men  are  but  men  at  the  best. 
Vfoses  was  the  meekest  man,  and  yet  fell  by  a  provocation  of  %r 
spirit.  Job  was  the  most  patient,  and  yet  at  one  time  betrayed 
impatience. 

Jonah  bore  a  mild  name,  but  once  quarrelled  with  the  Lord, 
md  thought  he  did  well  to  be  angry.  I  have  seen  an  end  of 
ril  perfection.  No  man  was  e^r  perfect  or  spotless  here,  but 
Him  who  was  holy,  harlmleas,  uftdefiled,  and  separate  from 
sinners.  Oh  happy  day!  tfhen  msjieciin  "the  precious  blood 
of  Christ,*'  I  shall  be  presented  *  fanltless  before  the  presence 
of  his  glory,**  and  join  the  "Spirits  of  the  just  made  perfect*' 
by  his  grace.  The  father  of  Jonah  was  called  Amittai,  signi- 
fying my  truth,  for  God's  ministers  should  be  sons  of  truth. 
He  belonged  to  a  town  in  Galilee,  the  country  where  our  Lord 
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preached  most  of  bis  sermons,  and  perfoiined  the  greater  {art 
of  his  miracles*  and  where  he  catted  the  Sailors  from  these 
•  to  follow  him.    Remember  this,  brother  Stamen,  when;* 
read  of  Galilee  in  the  New  Testament*    The  town  where  b 
was  brought  up  was  called  Gath*hepter,  it  belonged  to  Zeb*  I 
Ion,  the  SaMors'  tribe>.  of"  whtim  Jacob  on  his  death-bed  po>  | 
phesied  when  he  said,  "  ZebuUm,"  or  the  posterity  day 
son  who  bears  this'  name,  "  shall  dwell  at  the  barren  of  the 
sear  and  he  shall  be  for  an  haven  of  ships,  and  his  border 
shall  he  unto  Kidoft,"  Gen.  xlfcft.    When  Joshua  had  con- 
quered  the 'land  of  Canaan,  and  thendivision  by  lot  took  place. 
."  the  third  lot  came  up  lor  the  children  of  Zebulon,  accord- 
1  tog  to  their  families,  and  their  border  went  up  to  the  sea.  Ob 
the  east  of  Iphia  was  Gittah,  or  Gath-hepher,  in  this  tribe, 
so  that  Jonah  was  a  Zebulonite  himself,  or  one  of  the  Sailors 
tribe.    He  lived  in  a  remote  eotner  of  the  land  of  Israel,  as* 
there  the  Lord  called  him  by  his  grace,  and  made  him  j 
preaeher,  for  the  Spirit,  which,  like  the  wind,  "  blows  where 
it  listeth,"  can  as  readily  call  forth  a  Jonah  from  Gath-hepher 
4oijalilee,aaanIsaiahmJerusalem,themetroiK>lisof Judea.  T\*\ 
fjrofjesaion  of  Jonah,  you  observe,  was  $o  preach;  he  was  a*  I 
Confined  to  his  native  town  and  the  surrounding  villages,  but 
,  occasionally  travelled,  as  the  Lord's  servant,  generally*among 
vf  the  ten  tribes  of  Israel,  who  were  now  separated  from  the 
two  tribes  of  Benjamin  and  Judah,  and  had  a  distinct  monarch 
over  them,  Jeroboam  the  second,  who  was  son  to  Joash,  s 
former,  kjng*    EHsha,  that  great  prophet  of  the  Lord,  who 
succeeded  Elijah  as  a  public  preacher  to  the  ten  tribes,  died 
under  the  reign  of  Joash ;  and  as  tjie  Lord  would  not,  leave 
Jumself  without  a  witness,  he  called  Jonah,  under  the  suc- 
ceeding reign  of  Jeroboam,  and  appointed  him  to  fill  up  the 
.    vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  that  zealous  man  of  God 
The  people  of  Israel,  as  the  Lord. complained  by  bis  servant 
Jlosea,  were  "  bent  to  backslide"  from  him,  and  the  Lord  pu- 
nished them  by  suffering  t}se  most  powerful  enemies  to  in- 
Y^te  tfeeir  country  wa$  take  jwses&joa  of  the  feud*  ruling  it 
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with  the  greatest  severity  at  conquered  provinces.  Tim  Assy* 
Hans  were  now  becoming  a  most  powerful  nation,  and  tinder 
the  reign  of  Haiael  and  bis  son  Benhadad,  Kings  of  Syria,  the 
oppression  of  Israel  by  the  armies  of  those  mighty  Kings  waa 
exceedingly  great.    "  The  anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled 
against  Israel,   and  he  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of 
Hazael  and  Benhadad,"  2  Kings  xiii.    But  <€  the  Lord  wa* 
gracious  unto  Israel,  and  had  compassion  on  them,  and  ha«t 
respect  unto  them,  because  of  his  covenant  with  Abraham, 
Isaac,  and  Jacob  j  and  would  not  destroy  them,  neither  fcatf 
them  from  his  presence."    Influenced  by  this  compassion} 
(which  had  reference  to  Jesus  the  Mediator  of  the  netf 
covenant,)  the  Lord  inspired  Elisha  the  Prophet,  on  his  death} 
bed,  to  assure  Joash,  the  King  of  Israel,  of  victory  over  the 
Syrians,  $  Kings  xiii.  5  and  when  similar  invasions  and  op* 
pressions  followed  in  the  reign  of  Jeroboam  (the  son  ot 
Joash),  Jonah  became  the  inspired  servant  of  the  Lord;  who  ' 
should  catch  the  mantle  of  Btfsha,  and  encourage  the  King 
and  the  tribes  of  Israel :  for,  during  his  days,  it  is  said,  the 
tyranny  of  the  Syrians  was  so  great,  that  there  appeared 
"  na  helper  Sor  Israel.'*    Bat  "  the  Lord  saw  the  affliction 
of  Israel  that  it  was  very  bitter/'  and  Jonah  of  Gath*hepher 
was  inspired  to  predict  deliverance.    This  was  some  years 
before  the  memorable  invasion  of  Judah  by  Sennacherib  the 
King  of  Syria,  and  the  encouragement  given  to  King  He»e- 
kiah  by  the  prophet  Isaiah.    Jonah,  it  s£ems,  preached  ta 
Jeroboam,  and  to  the  people,  assuring  them  of  the  divine  kind-* 
ness,  notwithstanding  thelf^ transgressions.    He  encouraged' 
him  and  his  kingdom,  to  takfc  jyp  arms  for  the  recovery  of 
their  ancient  possessions,  and,a%urcd  them  that  the  Lord 
had  seen  their  affliction,  and*  #eulMef6\vn  their  exertions 
with  victory.    Thus  aroused  and  animated,  Jeroboam  and 
his  armies  attacked   tbetfe  frontier  toyns  that  lay  from 
Hamath  in  the  north,  to  the  sea  of  the  plain  or  the  dead 
sea,  drove  the  Syrian  army  out  of  Israel,  arid  according  to 

the  sacred  writer,  "  He  restored  «#<&•#  «f  Israel  from  th* 
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entering  of  Hamath  unto  the  sea  of  the  plain,  according  to 
the  word  of  the.  Lord  God  of  Israel,  which  he  spake  fry  tfo 
hand  of  his  servant  Jonah,  the  son  of  Jmittai  the  Prophet^ 
which  was  of  Gatfi-hepher"  2  Kings  xiv.     Only  a  very  small 
portion  of  ike  sermons  preached,  or  the  prophesies  delivered 
by  the  Lord's  servants  is  contained  in  the  Bible,  and  thro 
are  chiefly  such  as  have  some  relation  to  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  his  kingdom.    "  Many  prophets  there  had  been  in 
Israel,  a  constant  succession  of  them- in  every  age,  but  none 
of  the  prophets  had  left  any  of  their  prophecies  in  writing, 
till  those  of  this  age  began  to  do  it,  and  their  prophecies  are 
part  of  the  xcanon  of  scripture.  It  was  in  the  reign  of  this 
Jeroboam,  that  Hosea  (who  continued  very  long  a  prophet) 
began  to  prophesy,  and  he  was  the  first  that  wrote  his  pro- 
phecies, therefore  the  word  of  the  Lord  by  him,  is  called  tht 
beginning  of  the  word  of  the  Lord,  Hosea  i.  2.     Then  that 
part  of  the  wgrd  of  the  Lord  began  to  be  written  ;  at  the  I 

■ 

same  time  Amos  prophesied,  and  wrote  his  prophecy  j  soon 
after  Micah,  and  then  Isaiah,  in  the  days  of  Ahaz  aid 
Hezekiah  5  thus  God  never  left  himself  without  witness,  but. 
in  the  darkest  ^and.  most  degenerate  ages  of  the  church, 
raised  up  some  to  be  burning  and  shining  lights  in  it ;  to 
their  own  age  by  their  preaching  and  living,  and  a  few  by 
their,  writings,  to  reflect  light  upon  us  on  whom  the  ends  of 
the  world  are  come." — Henry. 

JONAH'S  USEFUL  WRITINGS. 

None  of  the  prophecies  of  Jonah  to  Jeroboam  are  left  on 
record,  why  then  is  this  short  narrative  of  his  voyage  pre- 
served in  the  Bible  by  the  spirit  of  God  ?  J  shall  endeavour 
to  satisfy  your  minds  on  this  point,  my  brother  sailors.  First, 
Jonah  in  his  sufferings,  circumstances,  and  deliverance,  was  to 
be  an  eminent  type  of  Jesus , Christ,  as  wil)  be  shown  by  our 
New  Testament  light-house.  Secondly,  his  preaching  and 
success  were  to  become  a  most  fatal  testimony  against  all 
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rho  hear  the  preaching  of  Christ  in  the  Gospel,  and  i 
;s  solemn  admonition ;  and  thirdly,  I  most  add,  as  the 
onvietion  of  ray  own  mind,  that  besides  the  record 
liracle  of  divine  power,  the  Holy  Ghost  intended  that 
ittle  book  like  a  religious  tract,  written  expressly  fo 
urpose,  should  be  of  singular*  use  to  mariners,  (both  ' 
tins  and  foremast-men)  in  all  ages  of  the  world.    In 
pinion,  I  am  happily  supported  by  the  Rev.  George  Yo 
f  Whitby,  who  says  in  his  "  Lectures."    "  It  is  of  im] 
nee  for  my  present  purpose  to  observe,  that,  as  Jonat 
onged  to  that  tribe  of  Israel  which  '  dwelt  at  the  have 
he  sea/  so  there  is  perhaps  no  part  of  the  sacred  writ 
nore  interesting  to  seamen  than  this  book.    In  the  treas 
»f  sacred  truth,  which  are  intended  for  men  of  every  c 
ind  condition,  seamen  have  a  special  portion  assigned  th 
lere  are  psalms,    prayers,  prophecies,    and  histories, 
tteuliariy  calculated  for  their  benefit.    Well  may  they  1 
he  Bible,  for  its  divine  author  is  evidently  a  lover  of  t 
nen.    The  book  of  Jonah,  particularly  the  first  part  of 
eis  forth,  in  a  very  interesting  form,  the  dangers  and  du 
>f  a  sea-faring  life.    Let  me,  therefore,  invite  the  attentior 
tailors  to  a  portion  of  Scripture  that  so  directly  conce 
hem.    Yet  let  not  others  suppose,  that  they  have  no  sh 
n  the  truths  of  this  book ;   some  of  it  is  peculiarly  adap 
*>  the  edification  of  seamen,  but  the  whole,  like  the  Scriptr 
it  large,  is  fitted  by  the  blessing  of  God  to  do  good  to  t 
t>eing  '  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correcti 
tor  instruction  in  righteousness ;  that  the  man  of  God  n 
be  perfect,    thoroughly   furnished  unto  «ll  good    wor] 
Here  are  some  of  the  earliest /displays  of  divine  mercy 
the  heathen  worl£<  and  here  we  behold  the  woiiders  of  Gc 
patience  and  rorbearan/e  towards  hjs'  unworthy    serv* 
While  we  review  the  riches  of  hi^grace,  may  that  gr 
Apply  unto  our  hearts  the  truths  o^hfa  word,  '  to  make 
wise  unto  salvation,  through  faith  which  is  tti  Christ  Jesu 
Thus,  my  brother  sailors,  I  have  '  searched  the  Scriptun 
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to  latUfy  your  laudable  curiosity,  that  yon  might  knoW  wbo 
Jonah  was,  where  he  lived,  and  at  what  time  he  preached. 
The  Lord  make  you  diligent  inquirers  at  the  stored  oracles, 
that  you  also  may  €  seek  out  of  the  bode  of  the  Lord  us* 
read.'  My  next  business  is  to  bring  you  acquainted  will 
some  interesting  particulars  of  the  place  to  which  Jonah  wai 
teat,  called 

THE  CITY  OF  NINEVEH. 

"  This  city  was  then  the  metropolis  pf  the  heathen  world; 
for  Babylon,  which  afterwards  rivalled  and  supplanted  it, 
was  yet  of  an  inferior  order.  In  point  of  antiquity,  fet 
towns  could  vie  with  Nineveh  :  it  was  founded  in  the  days  at 
Nimrod,  the  first  mighty  conqueror,  with  whose  kingdom  it 
was  connected,  and  from  whose  soq  Ninus,  it  is  said,  to  ban 
derived  its  name.*  If  ancient  historians  can  be  credited,  u 
was  of  greater  extent  than  any  eity  ever  known,  not  except- 
ing Babylon;  for,  by  their  accounts,  it  was  sixty  mile*  in 
circuit,  being  nearly  nineteen  miles  in  length,  and  above 
clevejr4n  breadth.  These  dimensions  are  probably  not  muck 
exaggerate*),  it  is  called,  in  Jonah  iii.,  "  an  exceeding  great 
city,  of  three  days  journey  3"  and  we  find,  from  the  closed 
this;book,  that  it  contained  no  less  than  a  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  infants;  consequently  its  whole  population  must 
have  been  immense,  and  was  perhaps  equal  to  that  of  London 
in  the  present  day,  while  the  city  itself  stood  on  much  more 
ground  than  our  metropolis.  The  situation  of  Nineveh,  oa 
the  banks  of  the  river  Tigris,  was  peculiarly  delightful  ami 
qommodipus  §  and,  as  in  respect  of  rank  and  power,  itroigot 
be  called,  like  Babylon  and  Home  in  after  times,  tkemiilrta 
qf  (he  world,  being  the  capital  of  the  extensive  empire  of  As- 
syria, so  it  excelled  all  other  fawns  in  riches,  in  magnificence, 


*  According  to  the  marginal  reading  of  genesis*  (x.  5.)  Wnwd 
himself 'fv  the  founder  *€  JMneveh. 
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in  the  strength  of  its  fortifications.  The  taails  were  an 
hundred  feet  high,  so  broad  that  three  chariots  or  carriage! 
might  go  abreast  on  it,  and  of  vast  thickness;  and  were 
flanked  with  fifteen  hundred  towers,  each  of  which  rose  to 
the  height  of  two  hundred  feet/' — Young, 

The  wickedness  of  this  city  was  exceedingly  great,  the 
inhabitants  were  all  heathens,  and  worshipped  a  multitude 
of  Idols,  tpiong  whom  Bel  and  Nisroeh  were  the  chief, 
Isaiah  kxxvii*  xxxviiL  At  the  preaching  of  Jonah  the  people 
repented, 'and  the  ruin  of  Nineveh  was  deferred;  but  they 
relapsed  again  into  their  former  sins,  and  about  a  hundred  years 
after  Jonth's  visit,  Nahum  the  prophet  was  appointed  of  God 
to  predict  its  final  overthrow.  This  he  did  probably  in  ,the 
reign  of  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah,  before  Sennacherib,  who 
then  Deigned  in  Nineveh,  made  his  grand  invasion  of  Judea 
•with  Rabsbaketh  his  general,  when  he  was  so  shamefully 
defeated,  2  Kings,  xix.  It  will  be  well  for  you,  sailors,  to 
read  those  sacred  historical  fact*,  and  in  particular  Nahum's 
sublime  prophecy,  which  you  will  find  in  the  Old  Testament. 

ITS  UTTER  RUIN. 

About  a  hundred  and  fifteen  years  after  that  awful  pre- 
diction, it  was  accomplished  by  Cyaxares  and  Nebuchadnez- 
zar/ who  conquered  and  destroyed  the  Assyrian  monarchy. 
So  complete  was  this  destruction  agreeable  to  the  threatening^ 
of  Nahum,  that  th^most  learned  historians  and  geographers 
disagree  about  the  place  where  Nineveh  once  stood.  Sailors/ 
let  us  wm  look  to  the  solemn  prediction  of  this  event,  as 
recorded  in  the  book  of  Nahum.  It  is  introduced  by  a 
most  beautiful  and  animating  ahafeclcr  of  Israel's  Covenant 
with  God.  "  The  Lord  is  good,,  a  strong  hold  ia  the  day  of 
trouble  3  and  be  knoweth  them  that  trust  in  him."  Brother 
seamen,  is  not  this  a  most  prephms  and  most  encouraging 
declaration  ?  yeu  are  the  living,  proofs  of  ImmannePs  good* 

nest,  wd  a  thousand  times  has  he  teen  a  strong  boW  to 
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yon  ia  the  day  of  trouble,  and  here  yon  may  yet  grasp,  al 
hold  on  with  firmness  and  safety  5  for,  they  who  thus  Dee  to 
him  for  refuge  "  shall  never  perish,  neither  shall  any  one 
pluck  them  out  of  his  hand."  Blessed  be  God,  he  knowetk 
every  sailor  who  trusts  in  him,  to  whatever  ship  he  belongs, 
whatever  station  he  fills,  or  in  whatsoever  part  of  the  world 
he  may' traverse.  God  is  gracious  to  his  friends  but  terrible 
to  his  enemies,  as  the  next  verse  proves,  verse  8th.  "  2W 
with  an  overrunning  flood  he  will  make  an  utter  end  of  thepkct 
thereof"  Of  Nineveh,  against  whom  this  prophecy  was, 
and  upon  whom  it  lay  as  a  burden,  verse  1st,  and  now  thongb 
the  Lord  was  good  to  them  that  trust  in  him,  and  a  strong 
hold  to  them  in  a  time  of  trouble  ;  yet,  he  was  determined  to 
destroy  their  enemies  the  Assyrians,  and  Nineveh  their  chief 
city;  and  that  by  the  means  of  a  powerful  army,  whid, 
like  a  floo4  or  inundation  of  water  breaking  in,  overruns  td 
carries  ail  before  it ;  and  very  fitly  may  the  Medes  and  Baby- 
lonians, who  joined  together  in  an  expedition  against  Ninewb, 
be  compared  to  such  a  flood  for  their  number  and  force, 
since,  as  the  historian  tells  us,  they  were  no  less  than  four 
hundred  thousand  men  :  though  this  may  be  literally  under- 
stood, for  as  the  same  writer  observes,  "  there  was  an  oracle 
received  by  the  Ninevites  from  their  ancestors;  that  Nineveh 
could  never  be  taken  by  any,  unless  the  river  (on  which  it 
stood)  first  became  an  enemy  to  it ;  and  so  it  was,  that,  it 
the  third  year  of  the  siege,  the  river*  being  swelled  with 
continual  rains,  overflowed  part  of  the  city,  and  broke  down 
the  wail  for  the  space  of  twenty  furlongs  5  hence  the  ki*g 
concluded  the  oracle  was  fulfilled,  and  gave  up  all  hopes  of 
safety;  and  through  the  breach  of  the  wail  the  enemy  en- 
Jered,  and'  took  the  city;"  and  an  utter  end  was  made  of  it, 
and  of  the  place  of  it,  insomuch  that  historians  and  geogra- 
phers disagree  about  it  5  some  say  it  was  situated  upon  (he 
river  Euphrates,  others  upon  the  river  Tigris,  which  is  pro- 
bably the  most  correct,  go^'say  on  the  east  of  that  mer, 
other*  on  the  west  5  sbh*%m  have  it  to  be  above  the  ri«f 
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Lycus,  and  others  below  it;  so  true  is  that  of  Lucian,  tha 
Nineveh  is  now  entirely  lost,  and  no  traces  of  it  remain ;  nor 
:an  one  easily  say  where  it  once  was;  and  travellers  in 
general,  both  ancient  and  modern,  agree  that  it  lies  wholly 
n  ruins,  and  is  a  heap  of  rubbish.  Benjamin  Tudelensis,  . 
who  travelled  into  these  parts  in  the  twelfth  century,  relates, 
that  between  Almozal  or  Musul,  and  Nineveh,  is  only  a 
bridge,  and  it  (Nineveh)  is  a  waste  j  but  there  are  villages, 
md  many  towers.  Haitho,  an  Armenian,  who  wrote  more 
than  a  hundred  years  after  the  former,  says,  "  This  city 
Nineveh)  at  present  is  wholly  destroyed ;  but,  by  what  yet 
appears,  it  may  be  firmly  believed  that  it  was  one  of  the 
greatest  cities  in  the  world."  Monsieur  Thevenot,  who  was 
ipon  the  spot  in  the  last  century,  observes,  "  On  the  other 
side  of  the  river  (Tigris,  from  that  on  which  Mosul  stands), 
it  the  end  of  the  bridge,  begins  the  place,  where,  in  ancient 
times,  stood  the  famous  city  of  Nineveh.  There  is  nothing 
of  it  (adds  he)  now  to  be  seen,  but  some  hillocks,  which 
[they  say)  are  its  foundations,  the  houses  being  underneath; 
rod  these  reach  a  good  way  below  the  city  of  Mosul/* 

PALSE  REFUGES, 

What  are  great  cities  to  the  great  God,  he  can  easBy  de- 
stroy tbem,  and  cause  their  memory  to  perish,  and  he  will  do 
it,  where  they  persist  in  wickedness.  You  know,  my  brother 
seamen,  that  -  there  are  two  arguments  on  which  sinners 
generally  place  the  utmost  confidence,  and  into  which,  as* 
refuges  from  the  terrors  of  a  guilty  conscience,  that  pursues 
them  like  a  tftfnpest,  (they  run  wadjaacy  they  are  perfectly 
safe,  but  I  must  tell  you,  and  the  above  Jhcts  prove  it,  that 
these  are  "  refuges  of  li*"  that  will  finally  deceive,  and 
eternally  ruin  them,  if  tfrey.«re  not  better  sheltered.  I  will 
name  tbjun,  first,  Th«  gsksbal  mkbcy  of  Goo.  O,  s*y  some, 
"  1  am  a  sinner,  but  God  U  merciful ;"  I  know  he  is,.  I  am 
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a  living  witness  Of  H,  and  we  may  all  as  sinners  Say,  "  It  is 
of  the  Lord's  mercies  we  are  not  consumed/'  but  I  ask  yon 
to  read  the  "Bible,  look  around  and  then  say,  Is  not  God  Just 
as  well  as  merciful.  Consider  /his  dreadrul  judgments  on 
Nineveh,  and  a  thousand  other  cities  like  her.  Has  he  not 
swept  them  aw&y  as  with  the  besom  of  destruction,  and  does 
He  not  declare  "  The  wicked  shall  be  turned  into  Hell,  and 
all  the  Nations  that  forget  God."  u  Is  he  a  man  that  be 
should  lie  ?  Hath  he  said  it  and  will  he  not  do  it  \"  How 
then,  you  cry,  can  a  sinner  be  saved  *  Look  to  the  Gospel. 
The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  assumes  our  nature,  and'  in  that  na* 
tufe  suffer^,  and  dies,  "  The  just  for  the  unjust/'  to  brine 
ils  t6  God.  Oh  Calvary  he  endured  the  wrath  of  God,  doe 
to  our  sins*  and  made  full  satisfaction  by  the  blood  of 
his  cross.  In  him  justice  and  mercy  meet  together,  and 
by  the  merit  of  his  death,  he  can  justify  the  most  ungodly, 
and  pardon  the  chief  of  sinners.  All  this  he  promises  to 
every  g^Hty  rebel  th&t  flies  4o  Him  for  refuge.  God,  with- 
out Christ,  is  a  consuming  fire;  but  God,  in  Christ,  is  oar 
,  reconciled  Esther,  and  friend,  atid  portion.  Hark !  Sailor,  be 
speaks  to  thee,  "  Come  out  from  among  the  wicked,  and  2 
will  receive  you,  and  you  shall  b*  »y  son,  saith  the  LorJ 
Almighty."  Secondly,  The  multitude  of  sinners  is  another 
fttal  argument :  O,  say  many,  "  It  is  true,  I  am  a  sinner,  bat 
I  am  not  worse  than  others ;  there  are  thousands,  yen,  mil- 
lions in  the  world,  as  bad,  if  not  worse  than  me ;  and  da 
you  suppose  a  merciful  God  will  destroy  so  many ;  I  shall 
far*  Ks  the  multitude,  do,  and  therefore  I'll  take  my  chance." 
Look,  Sailor,  at  the  multitude  in  the  great  city  of  Nineveh, 
yet  thi&city  perished.  Did  the  fire  and  brimstone  tarry  be- 
-^^jarufce  Sodom* and  Gomorrah  had  a  multitude  of  inhabitant*? 
No ;  God  rained  it  down  upon  them  all.  J>id  Jehovah  spar* 
the  did  world  because  of  the  multitude  in  it?  No:  Jesat 
Christ  himself  says, "  They  did  eat,  they  drank,  they  mar* 
ried  wives,  and  were  given  in  marriage,  until  the  day  t 
Noah  entered  into  the  ark,  and  the  flood  carae,  and  destroy 
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them  all/*  Luke,  xvii.  Look  at  earthquakes,  plagues,  and 
shipwrecks.  Does  the  multitude  in  either  of  these  cases 
present  the  just  dispensations  of  God  }  Are  you  willing  td 
take  your  chance  with  others  Because  they  are  many  t  Will 
it  be  any  satisfaction  to  you  to  be  blown  up,  or  go  down  at 
sea,  because  all  hands  are  sinking  with  you.  (5,  rhy  dear 
brother  Sailors,  be  not  deceived,  **  For  as  many  as  have 
sinned  (like  the  Gentiles),  without  law,  shall  perish  without. 
law )  and  as  many  as  have  sinned  in  the  law  (like  the  Jews), 
shall  be  judged  by  the  law  $ — "  In  the  day,  when  God  shall 
judge  the  secrets  of  men  by  Jesus  Christ,  according  to  the 
Gospel/*  Rom.  ii.  God  is  not  to  be  mocked  j  "whatsoever 
a  man  sows,  that  shall  he  reap.  "  Except  ye  repent/.'  said 
the  kind,  the  merciful,  and  gracious  Redeemer,  ye  shall  all 
likewise  perish.  Christ  Jesus  alone  can  save  your  precious 
souls.  I  entreat  of  you  to  escape  from  hell  and  judgment, 
to  Jesus,  by  faith  and  prayer.  Look  not  behind  you,  tarry 
not  in  all  the  plain,  but  tscape  to  Christy  lest  you  be  consumed. 
Great  cities  abound  with  great  temptations,  but  your  excite- 
ments to  sin,  Sailors,  are  always  to  be  met  with  in  sea  ports, 
whether  great  or  dmall.  Alas!  Satan,  yout  enemy,  takes 
caite  always  to  have  plenty  of  hands  on  the  look  out' for  you, 
the  moment  you  land,  whether  at  liome  or  abroad.  Sailor, 
*'  Flee  ybuthful  lusts,  which  drWn  men  in  perdition."  Pray 
thus  to  the  Lord  before  you  touch  the  shore:'  "Blessed 
Jesus,  hold  thou  me  up,  and  I  shall  be  safe/* 

JONAH'S  MISSION. 

"  Unto  this  great  city  is  Jonah  sent,  not  to  admire  and 
celebrate  its  glory,  but  to  proclaim  its  guilt,  and  aonounee 
its  approaching  rain.  '  Cry  against  it/  says  God, '  for  their 
wickedness  is  come  up  before  me-*  Great  towns  are  gene** 
rally  noted  for  wickedness.  Retirement  is  most  favourable 
to  the  growth  of  piety  and  virtue;  and  at  is,*)  small  proof 
of  the  depravity  of  our  nature,  that  wherever  men  are  ool- 
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lected  in  large  bodies,  their  morals  are  found  to  be  corrupted 
instead  of  being  improved.  Seamen,  who  are  often  visiting; 
populous  cities,  have  much  need  to  guard  against  those 
temptations  to  vice  which  they  usually  present. 

"  The  expression  employed  to  describe  the  character  of 
Nineveh,  implies  that  it  was  pre-eminent  in  guilt,  as  well  as 
in  ^grandeur;  '  their  wickedness  is  come  up  before  me.' 
All  sin  is  before  God,  with  respect  to  his  omniscience j  for 
'  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in  every  place,  beholding*  the  eril 
and  the  good  5*  '  neither  is  there  any  creature  that  is  not 
manifest  in  his  sight;  but  all  things  are  naked  and  opened  to 
the  eyes  of  him  with  whom  we  have  to  do.'  The  phrase 
here  used  must  intimate,  that  the  wickedness  of  Nineveh  was 
peculiarly  offensive  to  thevHoly  One  of  Israel :  it  had  *  cone 
up  before  him/  like  the  stench  of  an  open  sepulchre,  or  like 
the  nauseous  vapour  arising  from  the  burning  of  a  putrid  car- 
case ;  €  these  are  a  smoke  in  my  nose,  a  fire  that  burneth  all 
the  day.'  What  was  said  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  might 
now  be  applied  to  Nineveh:  its  sins  were  so  grievous,  that 
they  sent  up  a  loud  cry  unto  God,  like  the  voice  of  Abets 
fylaod,  calling  for  vengeance  on  the  guilty :  '  their  wicked- 
ness is  come  up  before  me,'  to  testify  against  them,  and 
demand  their  destruction! 

..  "Yet  the  day  of  Nineveh's  ruin  is  not  fully  arrived,  and  the 
prophet  |s,  therefore,  sent  to  '  cry  against  it,'  warning  the 
inhabitants  of  their  danger,  and  calling  them  to  repentance. 
He  was  not  sent  to  torment  them  with  useless  forebodings  of 
woe,  by  predicting  calamities  that  were  inevitable :  the  judg- 
ments of  God  might  yet  be  averted  by  a  timely  repentance, 
and  to  produce  this  effect  was  the  grand  object  of  his  mission." 
— -Young. 

ah,  like  the  Lord's  servants  of  old,  was  accustomed  to 
receive  his  orders  from,  above,  in  dreams  or  visions,  that 
made,  so  deep  and  abiding  an  impression  upon  his  mind,  a* 
left  him  no  doubt  but  they  were  from  the  Lord.  GoJ  coaW 
have  commanded  an  angel,  who  would  have  fled  immediately 
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to  execute  the  Divine  injunction/ and  counted  it  his  highest 
honour,  bjit  the  Almighty  does  not  employ  angels  to  preach. 
He  calk  men,  of  like  passions  with  ourselves,  and  it  was  Jo- 
nah's duty  to  have  started  immediately  for  Nineveh,  as  much 
as  it  is  yours'  to  obey  the  order  of  a  commander  whom  you 
solemnly  engage  to  serve,  or  a  monarch  in  whose  cause  you 
have  embarked,  whose  food  you  eat,  and  whose  raiment  you 
wear.    To  dispute  your  king's  just  orders,  would  be  rebellion 
and,  mutiny,  and  you  know  in  that  case  you  would  be  tried 
by  a  eourt-martial,  and  executed  at  the  yard-arm,  or  shot  for 
"  disobedience  of  orders."    Jehovah  has  also  his  laws,  as 
well  as  earthly  kings,  and  sin  is  the  transgression  of  the  law. 
How  then  can  sinners  escape,  who  despise  his  authority, 
and  defy  his  vengeance.    Sailors,  read  the  orders  Jonah  had  : 
<€  Now  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  Jonah,  the  son  of 
Amittai,  saying,  Arise,  go  to  Nineveh,  that  great  city,. and 
cry  against  it,  for  their  wickedness  is  come  up  before  me." 
There  was  nothing  unreasonable  in  the  Divine  command, 
but  it  contained  a  denunciation,  mixed  with  mercy,  that 
ought  to  have  rejoiced  the  prophet's  heart.    See  this  mercy, 
Sailors,  in  the  language  of  Jehovah.    Why  is  Nineveh  spared 
forty  days.    Sodom  was  burnt  at  once,  with  all  its  inhabi- 
tants.   Thousands  ate  cut  down  in  an  instant,  hut  this  pro- 
traction of  vengeance  was  full  of  mercy  ;  time  and  space  being 
thus  given  tp  repent : — again,  why  was  Jonah  tent  to  an- 
ftounce  the  destruction  in  forty  days  ?  /ft  was  to  give  warn* 
ing  and  produce  repentance. 

God  might  have  destroyed  the  people  without  warning, 
as  many  ships  are  sunk,  or  men  washed  overboard,  or  killed  j 
in  an  instant ;  but  the  Lord  is  gracious  and  merciful,  slow  to 
inger,  and  abundant  in  lovjjtg-kindness,*  «nd  in  truth. 
rhus  he  sent  Noah,  a  preacher  of  righteousness,  to  warn  the 
tricked  120  years  before  the  flood  came:  and  thus  the  apostle 
Peter  (an  old  sailor,  who  could  speak  experimentally  on  j 
his  subject),  says,  "  The  Lord  is  not  slack  concerning  his 
ironaise  or  tbreat^nings,  {is  some  men  count  slackness,  hut  Is 
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' long-sufttyjng  to  us-ward  y  not. willing  thai  q^y  should  ptruk, 
hut  that  all  should  come  to  repentance."  For  this  cau$e,  brother 
bailors,  you  and  I  have  been  spared  and  warned  by  seas, 
storms,  shipwrecks,  fevers,  battles,  and  death,  in  a  thousand 
forms :  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord  is  also  exalted  as  a  Prince  audi 
Saviour,  to  give  repentance  and  remission  of  sin.     Cofne  then, 
ye  who  have 'weathered  so  many  gales,  and  escaped  so  many 
deaths,  O  come,  and  let  us  pray  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that 
he  will  give  us  in  mercy  that  godly  sorrow,  which  ^rorketh 
repentance  unto  salvation,  that  needeth  not  to  be  repented  o£ 

JONAHS  DISOBEDIENCE. ' 

In  the,  third  verse  we  read  of  his  disobedience.  "  But 
Jonah  rose  up  to  flee  to  Tarshish,  from  the  presence  of  the 
Lofd."  "  Here  a  question  arises,  what  should  be  the  reason 
of  Jonah's  disobedience  ?  Some  think  fear  of  cruel  usage; 
the  Ninevitds  being  a  savage  barbarous  people.  Or  he  might 
despair  of  their  obeying  his  message,  when  Israel  had  done 
it.  *  He  might  say,  like  Moses,  when  sept  to  Pharaoh,  f  If 
Israel  will  not  hear  me,  how  should  Nineveh  V  Others  pu( 
it  upon'hte  love  to  his  own  country  ;  as  he  might  suppose 
tha'i  the  conversion  of  the  Gentiles  mignt  be  the  rejection  of 
.the  Jews.  .  Some  ascribe  it  to  the  disgust  his  own  country, 
men  would  take  at  it,  who  had  a  strong  prejudice  against  the 
Gentiles.  But  others  (and  I  conceive  with  good  reason)  put 
it  upon  his  pride  of  spirit ;  fearing,  lest  he  should  not  hare 
hi^0mbassjr  answered,  and  so  should  fall  under  the  disgrace 
of  a  false  prophet :  this  seems  to  be  intimated  by  himself, 
chap.  iv.  2.  r  For  I  knew  that  thou  art  a  gracious  God,  and 
iherciful :  slow  to  anger,  and  of  great  kindness,  and  repentest 
thee  of  the  evil.'  O  what  proud  spirits  bave  we,  that  we 
cannot  bear  the  want  of  success  in  preaching  the  wrath  of 
God  against  sinners  !  M— Ryther. 

'*  But  Jonah  rosfe  Up  to  flee  unto  Tarshish  from  tfye  pre- 
sence of  the  Lord."    What  would  you  think,  Sftfojh^  of  * 
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commander  who  fcapl  .receive*!  orders,  from  bis  Sovereign.  %* 
proceed  directly  from  London  to  Edinburgh  oq  p.  special 
mission,  but  should  instantly  hasten  down  to  Portsmouth,  and, 
put  off  in  a  boat  to  an  Indiaman  just  getting  under  weigh  for. 
;he  East  Indies  ?  Would  you  not  attach  the  ideas  of  rebellipn^ 
contempt  of  orders,  insult  to  the  king,  and  such  daring  dis- 
obedience* as  would  by  general,  consent  subject  him  to  the, 
severest  punishment  of  the  law  ?  and  suppose,  in  additiou  tg 
his  situation  as  a  subject,  bound  to  obey  bis  sovereign  $  ima-> 
gine,  I  say,  that  such  a  monarch  had  raised  him  from  a  low 
station,  and  had  given  him  rank,  office,  wealthy  and  honour, 
pould  you  not  then  convict  him  of  base  ingratitude,  and 
unanimously  pronounce  him  guilty,  and  worthy  to,  die} 
Such  then,  was  Jonah's  offence  jn  the  eye  of  God )  and,,  alas ! 
my  dear  brother  Sailors,  such  has  been  our  conduct  to  the* 
Lord  of  Hosts.  He  has  created,  preserved,  fed,  supported, 
ind  blessed  us  with  his  daily  mercies  j  and  he  has  commanded 
as  to  "  seek  his  face,  searcfy  his  Scriptyres,"  attend  his  sanc- 
tuary, repent,  believe,  and  glorify  himj  but  what  have,  we 
ione?  Have  we  not  rejected  all  these  Divine  commands, 
ind  attempted  to  run  from  the  Lord,  aqd  say,  like  guilty 
Pharaoh, €t  Who  is  the  Lord,  that  I  should  obey  him  ?  I  know 
not  the  Lord.'*  Have  we  not  rejected  the  easy  yoke  of 
Christ  Jesus  by  despising  his  gracious  invitation  $  and  has 
aot  our  conduct  said,  "  We  will  not  have  this  man  to  rule 
)ver  us  I"  Yes,  our  conscience  condemns  us,  and  w.e  krjpw 
that  we  have  often  ran  froni  convictions,  commands,  warn- 
ngs,  calls,  and  duty,  and  plunged  into  the  sea  of  guilt 
ind  misery. 

Ah,  Sailors !  look  at  Jonah*// conduct,  and^  think  of  thine 
>wn,  a  poor  rebellious  sinner.  Christ  has  called,  you  have 
refused.  He  has  invited,  you  have  disregarded — you  have 
Bed  from  him  to  his  enemies  5  from  happiness  to  woe 5  from 
iieaven  to  hell.  You  have  looked  at  drunkenness,  fornica- 
tion, profaneness,  and  bad  company,  and  you  have  said,  "  I 
have  loved  idols,  and  after  theffi  I  mil  go,"    O !  take  care 
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that  God  doe*  not  in  return  justly  laugh  at  your  calamity 
and  mock  when  your  fear  cometh/  When  your  fear  cometh 
as  desolation,  and  your  destruction  cometh  as  a  whirlwind' 
when  distress  and  anguish  cometh  upon  you.  "  When  your 
ship  is  going  down,  or  you  are  washed  overboard,  or  pi 
ship  wrecked,  or  you  are  perishing  with  disease  in  your  ham- 
mock, on  board,  or  in  some  hospital  on  thure,  far  from  your 
friends  and  relations.  "  Then/'  says  the  word  of  God, 
"  shall  they  call  upon  me,  'but  I  will  not  answer ;  IkJ 
shall  seek  me  early,  but  they  shall  not  find  me.  For  thai 
they  hated  knowledge,  and  did  not  choose  the  fear  of  tbi 
Lord.  They  would  none  of  my  council,  they  despised  a! 
my  reproof.  Therefore,  shall  they  eat  of  the  fruit  of  the! 
own  way,  and  be  filled  with  their  own  devices."  O!  n 
beloved  brethren,  we  are  verily  guilty.  My  bowels  yeai 
over  you;  I  myself  have  but  just  escaped.  I  was  alnu 
gone,  but  God  said,  "Deliver  him  from  going  down  intotl 
pit.*'  I  have  fdlind  a  ransom.  Ah !  then,  Sailors,  allow  o 
who  has  been  plucked  as  a  brand  out  of  the  burning1 :  all< 
me  to  step  on  board  your  ship,  and  affectionately  call  you 
come  to  Jesus,  now,  while  it  is  called  day,  knowing  that  wl 
ever  cometh  unto  him,  he  will  in  nowise  cast  out. 

ft  * 

m  *  * 

Come  ye  sinners,  poor  and  wretched. 

Weak  and  wounded,  sick  and  sore; 
Jesus  ready,  stands  to  save  you,  .'  '       . 

Full  of  pity,  joined  with  power, 
He  is  able,  he  is  willing,  doubt  no  more. 


•  t,  . 
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THE    FIRE    ALARM. 


THE  CAUSE  OF  FIRES. 

How  manifest  are  the  sad  effects  of  human  apostacy.  ^ 
has  sinned — a  righteous  God  pronounced  his  doom,  and! 
Tine  justice  daily  carries  into  execution  the  awful  seated 
by  casualties,  afflictions,  and  death.  God  hates  sin,  and  be  I 
declared  the  soul  that  sinneth  shall  die.  In  this  dead 
included,  all  temporal,  spiritual,  and  eternal  calami! 
Crod  is  angry  with  the  wicked  every  day  and  every  da] 
shows  it  Men  will  not  believe,  but  they  are  compeUe 
feel,  and  fall  before  the  greatness  of  his  vengeance,  an<3 
terror  of  his  wrath.  All  the  creatures  around  us  are  ( 
servants.  He  calls  birds — they  feed  Elijah ;  he  comix 
fish — one  entombs  Jonah,  and  the  other  hangs  on  P 
hook.  He  makes  an  ass  reprove  a  wicked  man,  and 
slay  one  who  was  disobedient.  All  inanimate  thing 
under  his  controul,  and  are  employed  as  he  pleases, 
elements  obey  his  authority,  and  He  often  uses  them 
ministers  of  tyis  awful  vengeance  against  sinners.  Th 
sin  every  other  creature  is  at  enmity  with  that  creature 
is  armed  against  his  Creator.  Fire  burns,  water  dj 
earth  destroys,  and  air  kiHs,  -yyhen  Jehovah  makes  thex 
cute  his  will.  Hence  the  fires  in  cities,  the  shipwre 
sea,  the  earthquakes  on  shore,  and  the  pestilence  that  vi 
at  noon-day.  Many  read  and  hear  of  such  calami  tit 
few  persons  behold  the  hand  of  God  in  them,  and  viev 
as  the  sad  effects  of  sin.  If,,  however,  *€  in  every  cc 
shipwreck  God  is  seen,"  he  is  equally  conspicuous 
most  ordinary  casualty  of  life.  The  Lord  has  a  vol 
by  that  voice  he  speaks  to  man,  sometimes  by  the  t 
and  lightnings  of  his  power ;  and  at  others,  by  the 
that  burst  from  a  common  fire,  or  the  burning  lava  tha 
forth  from  Vesuvius.  The  inhabitants  of  cities,  in  g 
-and  of  the  metropolis,  in  particular,  are  often  add  res 
Divine  Providence,  through  the  blaze  of  suffocating 
hers j  and  tb£<  alarming  glare  of  cracking  timbers,  and  I 
houses.  London !  thou  privileged — thou  guilty — tl 
▼oured  tfity«~- how' often  hast  tho\i  been  awakened 
alarm  of  fire,  from  street  to  street  i  The  aJarm_subsi< 
warning  is  past,  antl <c  a  little  more  sleep,"  is  the 
deluded  and  self-destroyed » thousands.  Let  us  onci 
enter  thy  polluted  abodes,  and  following  the  steps 
watchmen  and  fire,  point  thee  to  eternal  flames^,  an 
'Vine  tfsra,  from  the  living  God,  Fire !— Fire ! — Pir 


Few  persons  in  London,  bat  can  recollect  a  vast  number  of 
res,  and  so  deep  is  the  impression  on  their  minds,  that  thejr 
in  recount  ail  the  various,  affecting,  and  interesting  circum- 
ances  connected  with  them. 

The  Theatres  burnt. 

Without  noticing  what  is  called  the  t€  Great  Fire  of  Lob- 
>n,"  on  account  of  which  "  the  monument"  was  erected,  it 
ay  suffice  to  notice  some  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
emory  of  all  who  have  arrived  at  maturity.  The  writer 
ell  remembers  gazing  at  the  flames  which  burst  forth  from 
e  great  fire  of  Ratcliffe  and  Shadwell,  as  well  as  the  fires  of 
rury-Lane,  Covent- Garden,  and  Astley's  Theatres.  Streets, 
>urts,  squares,  sugar-houses,  manufactories,  public-houses, 
id  dwellings  innumerable,  have  also  fallen  3  prey  to  the 
jvouring  element,  while  many  men,  women,  and  children, " 
ive  been  burnt  to  ashes,  suffocated  with  smoke,  killed  by 
Uing  timber,  or  walls,  or  scorched  to  death,  by  surrounding 
lines.    Alas! 

Dangers  stand  thick  on  every  hand 
To  posh  ns  to  the  tomb. 

It  has  been  said,  generally  speaking,  that  London  has  & 
e  every  night,  at  least  every  week,  so  that  scarcely  a  part 
'  the  city,  or  its  vicinity,  is  go  be  seen  without  the  works 
'  some  direful  calamity  by  fire.  The  alarm  is  often  given 
midnight — what  dreadful  effects  have  been  produced  only 

*  such  an  alarm!  many  persons  have  been  frightened  to 
athj  Mothers  have  lost  the  fruit  of  their  womb,  and  sick 
trsons  have  been  prematurely  hurried  to  the  grave ! 

*  -        ■  •  • 

The  Fire  discovered.  x 

The  day  closes  on  the  metropolis,  the  busy  crowds  retire, 
e  noise  of- rattling  coaches  and  creaking  waggons  ceases  5 
general  stillness  pnevails  through  the  streets,  unbroken  but 
'  the  hasty  step  of  6om£  wandering  apprentice,  or  the  well 
lown  sound  of  "  Past  twelve  o'clock,  and  a  cloudy  night.'* 
le  family  has  retired  to  rest,  and  the  master  of  the  house 
is  extinguished  the  last  light  in  the  >  chambers.  Silence 
igns.  On  a  sudden,  the  smothering  fire  in  a  neighbouring 
►use,  finds  vent,  and  bursts  {orth  in  mighty  flames  from  the 
attered  windows.  The  sudden  glare  and  cracking  noise, 
ouze  the  dozing  watchman;  who  springs  his  rattle,  rushes 
rough  the  street,  thunders  at  the  door,  and  .cries.  Fire,  fire, 
■e ! ! !  What  a  striking  emblem  is  the  fire  alarm  of  the 
nee  of  God,  aifcVessed  to  the*,,  sinner,  to  warn  thee  of 
erlasting  burnu%!  would  to  G&d  that  your  conduct  re~ 
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•embled  the  waking  family,  who  rash  to  windows,  doors, 
roofs,  ladders,  or  any  means  that  offer  the  least  eta 
of  escape.  "  God  has  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  has  gma 
his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him,  sbS 
never  perish.**  Christ  Jesus  has  suffered  the  flames  of  Divia 
wrath,  and  presented  himself  as  a  whole  burnt-offering  ft 
sin.  The  fires  that  must  have  consumed  us  eternal 
seized  on  him  who  was  represented  by  the  heifer  being  bffl 
to  ashes.  The  Lord  Jesus  having  taken  our  sins  and  bor 
oar  punishment;  He  has  finished  the  work  of  human  1 
demption,  and  changed  a  throne  of  vengeance  to  a  9 
of  grace. 

"  Once  'twas  a  throne  of  dreadfiil  wrath 

And  shot  devouring  flame, 
Our  God  appeared  consuming  fire, 

And  vengeance  was  his  name. 

Rich  were  the  drops  of  Jesu's  blood 
That  calm'd  his  frowning  face  ; 

That  sprinkled  o'er  the  burning  throne, 
And  turn'd  it  all  to  grace." 

Sinners  may  now,  therefore,  come  with  boldness  to 
throne  of  grace,  to  obtain  grace  and  mercy,  to  help  in 
tifatifcd.  Reader,  escape,  for  thy  life,  escape  to  Christ 
thou  be  consutaed !  I  was  led  to  this  train  of  ideas  by  a 
numication  on  the  subject  of  $re,  which  has  lately  ^been 
nshed  in  North  America,  to  the  following  effect. 

FIRES  IN  NEW  YOR£. 

In  New  York  an,  alarm  of  fire  is  no  uncommon  < 
jrence,  and  it  generally,  and  especially  in  the  night,  s| 
great  consternation  among  their  inhabitants.  Havii 
cently  witnessed  a  number  of  these  frightful  .scenes,  a 
Of  reflection  occupied  my  mind  5  it  may  please  God  to 
tify  them  to  the  salvation  of  some  who  are  now  sec 
sin,  as.  it  regards  their  eternal  interest,  although  a< 
in  more  danger,  than  their  temporal  can  possibly  h 
fire  alarm.  My  first  train  of  thought  was  on  the  alarn 
It  is  generally  announced  by  the  cries  of  **  Fire!  ', 
accompanied  by  shouts  and  shrieks  of  various  kindi 
bells  ring,  and  people  run  in  every  direction,  and  all 
intent  on  doing  something  to  prevent  the  threaten^ 
vFhffrk,  reader,  Almighty  God  has  ordered  the  alarm  of 
be  given  to  this  great  world*,-  and  w is  the  alarm,  of  hi 
too!  Thus  he  announces,  "  A  fire  is  kindled  in  inine 
'and  shall  burn  unto'  the  lowest  hell,  and  shall*  consu 
^arth  with  her  increase;  and  set  on  fire  the  foundation; 

onntains/*     (Deut.  xxxii.  2£.)     "The  wicked    s] 
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orned  into  hell,  and  all  the  nations  that  forget  Go<L  t 
Pa.  ix.  17.)  "  Lewdness  and  all  sensual  pleasures,  which 
anish  from  the  mind  serious  things,  are  the  way  of  hell/* 
Prov.  vii.  27*)  "  Fear  God,  for  he  is  able  to  destroy 
oth  soul  and  body  in  hell"  (Matt  x.  32.)  "  How 
an  ye  escape  the.  damnation  of  hell."     (Ibid,  xxiii.  33.) 

The  slandering,  back-biting  tongue  sets  the  whole  course 
f  nature  on  fire  of  hell."  (Jam.  iii.  6.)  "  False  prophets 
ball  be  tormented  in  a  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone,  with  the 
evil  that  deceiveth  them,  for  ever  and  ever."  (Rev.  xx.  10.) 

And  the  unbelieving,  and  the  abominable,  and  murderers, 
nd  whore-mongers,  and  sorcerers,  and  idolaters,  and  all 
Lars,  shall  have  their  part  in  the  lake  that  burneth  with  fire 
nd  brimstone  5  which  is  the  second  death."  (Ibid.  xxi.  8.) 
Jow  in  all  this,  there  is  no  false  alarm.  The  fire  is  kindled, 
t  is  for  the  wicked  of  our  world,  who  refuse  the  grace  of 
tie  Gospel.  God  is  true,  and  will  not  lie.  He  will  accom- 
lish  in  righteousness  all  the  threatenings  which  have  gone 
ut  of  his  lips. 

The  second  thought  was  on  the  feelings  it  excited  in  the 
mmediate  neighbourhood  of  the  fire.  What  commotions 
re  seen !  What  running !  What  rushing  and  flying  for  jsafety ! 
ind  what  agony  if  a  child  or  a  friend  is  in  danger  from  the 
iging  element!  This  whole  world  is  the  neighbourhood 
oncernecl  in  God's  fire  alarm ;  "  for  the  earth  and  the  works 
aat  are  therein,  shall  be  burned  up."  (2  Pet.  iii.  10.)  It  is> 
rith  all  its  greatness  and  splendour,  but  as  a  small  house 
1  a  great  city,  among  the  many  ten  thousand  worlds  that/ 
oil  in  the  expanse  around  it.  Yet,  although  the  fire  is 
indled,  and  is  beginning  to  bum  in  all  its  apartments  $  I  see 
ttle  or  no  alarm  among  its  busy  population  3 1  see  some  who* 
lock  at  the  alarm  ;  some  others  who  abuse  the  watchmen, 
rho  discover  the  fire  and  give  them  warning.  They  are  so- 
ccupied  with  their  business,  or  with  their  amusements,  that 
aey  will  probably  never  believe  in  the  alarm,  till  the  build* 
lg  falls  around  them,, and  there  will  -be  no  means  of  escape 
rom  the  fire  of  helL  O  how  the  hearts  of  the  humane  bleed. 
>r  the  dreadful  infatuation  and  flbDy  of  man,  when  it  is  said* 

O  that  they  were  wise :  O  tbat  they  knew  the  things  which 
elong  to  their  peace.  Bo  ye  thps  requite  the  Lord )  O 
x>lish  people  and  unwise. 'V  j(Deut  xxjtii.  6,  29.  Luke  six* 
1,42.)  A* 

The  next  thought  was,  the  precautions  wbicb  men  take,  id 
uard  against  fire.  Many  erect  what  are  otfled  fire  proof 
wildings,  and  many  insure  their  buildings  and  property  bs- 
we4  hand.    But  bow  unlike  this  is  the  conduct  of  men  fa* 
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igioas  conceit !  Instead  of  building  upon  the  rock,  the; 
talk)  upon  the  sand,  and  must  consequently  in  &e  endows 
with  an  overthrow.  (Matt.  vii.  24,  27.)  They  build  *ft 
wood,  or  hay,  or  stubble,  or  any  other  combustible  rtte 
than  with  those  materials  which  the  fire,  that  is  to  tn 
men's  works,  cannot  consume.  (1  Cor.  iii.  11,  15.  Mattxri 
18.)  <  They  choose  rather  to  sow  to  the  flesh,  and  indulge  a 
all  its  lusts,  than  sow  to  the  spirit  (Gal.  vL  7, 8.)  Tfcj 
will  consequently  reap  the  second  death.  With  regard  to* 
surance,  there  is  none  but  Christ ;  for  there  is.  salvation  * 
none  other.  (Acts,-iv.  12.)  His  terms  of  insurance  are  not  i 
moral  life,  and  moral  honesty  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  simplj, 
but  a  spiritual  birth.  (John,  iii.  5.)  Not  subscription  toi 
creed,  or  confession  to  a  priest,  but  "  repentance  towar* 
God,  and  faith  towards  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.**  (Acts  a 
91.)  Why  will  not  men  be  wise  unto  salvation  ?  And  why. 
above  things,  will  they  not  be  as  wise  for  eternity  as  they  a* 
lor  time ;  for  their  souls  as  for  their  bodies  > 

The  last  thought  on  the  alarm  was  the  loss  sustained  i 
cases  of  fire.  This  I  find  to  be  only  the  goods  of  this  world,  a^ 
a  little  of  its  transitory  happiness ;  or  at  most,  the  loss  of  tem- 
poral life.  But  in  the  case  of  God's  alarm,  there  is  a  graft 
lass  to  be  sustained,  if  we  do  not  escape  it.  In  that  fire  t» 
aonl  will  be  lost $  and  to  lose  the  soul,  the  loss  is  eternal  u4 
irreparable.  (Matt.  xvi.  26.)  It  is  the  loss  of  eternal  )& 
(Ibid.  xxv.  41.)  They  will  be  raised  from  the  dead  only « 
shame,  contempt  and  damnation.  (Dan.  xii.  3.  John,  v.  &• 
The  loss,  therefore,  is  the  loss  of  honour  with  all  its  enjoy- 
ment, and  the  company  of  all  the  good,  throughout  etenuty 
Happiness  will  be  lost,  for  there  will  be  weeping  and  gush- 
ing of  teeth,  when  they  see  the  kingdom  of  the  blessed 
(Luke,  xiii.  28.)  Heaven  will  be  lost,  for  there  they  shaS 
44  drink  of  the  wine  of  the  wrath  of  God,  which  is  poured  o* 
without  mixture  into  the  cup  of  his  indignation  $  and  &A 
be  tormented  with  fire  and  brimstone,  in  the  presence  of  tfc 
holy  angels,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  Lamb :  and  the  sod* 
of  their  torment  ascendeth  up  for  ever  and  ever ;  and  they  b* 
no  rest  day  nor  night"  (Rev.  xiv.  10, 11.)  "Be  not  deceit 
neither  fornicators,  nor  adulterers,  nor  effeminate,  nor  abos^ 
«tf  themselves  with  mankind,  nor  thieves,  nor  covetous,  »* 
drunkards,  nor  revilers,  nor  extortioners,  shall  inherit  tk 
kingdom  of  God."  (1  Cor.  vi.  9.)  No,  not  one  of  thea- 
ihe  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it.  Who  then  ctf 
inherit  that  kingdom  ?  None,  indeed,  without  being  clea* 
td  by  the  blood  of  Christ.  (1  John,  i.  7.)  None  without  * 
nwrance  alluded  to  above.    Reader,  wilt  thou  not  be  ** 


i  time }  If  thou  art  still  an  impenitent  sinner,  this  alarm,  true 
id  awful  as  it  is,  is  yet  an  alarm  to  thine  own  soul !  O  let 
be  a  timely  warning  to  thee ;  and  flee  now  to  the  strong 
old  of  faith,  as  a  prisoner  of  hope ;  for  eternity  approaches, 

►  set  the  great  seal  of  heaven  upon  thine  eternal  and  unalter- 
>le  destiny.  Thou  wilt  be  with  the  number  on  the  right,  or 
i  the  left  hand  of  the  Judge,  and  will  hear  him  with  a  voice, 
veeter  than  from  an  angel's  tongue-  to  the  one,  and  more 
rrible  than  hell  itself  to  the  other,  pronounce,  as  he  points 

►  each,   "  These  shall  go  away  into  eternal  punishment ; 

it  the  righteous  into  life  eternal." 

— —  "  Then, 
Jehovah  with  determined  aspect  tarns 
His  adamantine  key's  enormous  size 
Through  destiny's  inextricable  wards, 
'  Deep  driving  every  bolt  on  both  their  fates. 
There,  from  the  crystal  battlements  of  heaven, 
Down,  down  he  hurls  it  through  the  dark  profound,  > 
Ten  thousand,  thousand  fathoms,  there  to  rust, 
And  ne'er  unlocks  his  resolution  more/' 

Thus,  sinner,  without  a  new  heart,  and  without  Christ  in 
ly  soul,  the  hope  of  glory  will  be  to  thee  the  hell  of  hells  to 
;eraity.     O  then  hear  the  alarm,  and  live ! 

Thus  the  pious  writer,  in  America,  has  called  the  attention 
f  his  countrymen,  and /especially  the  inhabitants  of  New 
ork,  to  this  interesting  subject.  Fires  in  London  are  so 
>mmon  now,  that  beyond  the  first  momentary  alarm,  they 
ddom  produce  much  influence  on  the  slumbering  citizen  $ 
at  if  this  Tract  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  any  such 
loughtless  individual,  the  writer  would  intreat  him  to  con- 
der  that,  what  frequently  takes  place  in  London,  at  mid* 
ight,  will  at  last,  occur  on  a  most  terrific,  and  extensive 
sale,  "  when  the  Lord  Jesus  shall  be  revealed  from  heaven, 
ith  his  mighty  angels,  in  flaming  Jire,  taking  vengeance  on 
iem  that  know  not  God,  and  that  obey  not  the  Gospel  of  our 
ord  Jesus  Christ,  who  shall  be  punished  with  everlasting 
estruction  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the 
lory  of  his  power,  when  he  shall  come  to  be  glorified  in  his 
lints,  and  to  be  admired  in.  "all  tjfem  that  believe." 

The  solemn  burning  of  this  globe,  is  a  fact  declared  in  the 
rord  of  God,  and  the  signal. of  Christ  coming  to  judge  the 
rorld.  "  For  the  heavens  and  the  earth  which  are  now,  am 
ept  by  the  same  word,  in  store/reserved  unto  fire  against 
be  day  of  judgment  and  perdition  of  ungodly  men."  In  proof 
f  this  awful  truth,  Mount  Vesuvius  continues  to  pour  forth 
to  lava  and  exhibit  its  eruption,  as  a  warning  to  the  in* 
habitants  of  this  guilty  world,  that  it  must  one  day  be  con- 
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•timed  by  fire.    The  following  statement  will  ffinsfate  thes 
remarks. 

FIRE  IN  ITALY. 

Lute  Eruption  of  Mount  Vesuvius. 

(Extracted  from  the  Letters  of  an  Eye-Witness.) 

<K  Naples,  Oct.  25,  1892. — Tuesday  afternoon,  the  22di 
fitant,  we  were  surprised  by  the  terrible  eruption  of  Ye 
▼ius,  which  has  lasted  three  days,  and  is  not  over.  Tbeb 
has  taken  new  directions ;  though,  in  great  abundance,  it  1 
not  yet  reached  the  sea,  and  it  has  burnt  and  covered  o 
one  village  on  the  mountain,  namely,  Bosco  tre  Case. 

"  This  eruption  has  thrown  out  ashes  in  such  enonn 
quantities  that  the  streams  of  lava  could  scarcely  be  h 
The  dreadful  explosion  of  the  mountain,  which  reserot: 
the  most  violent  thunder,  and  the  flashes  of  lightning  prodo 
by  the  electricity,  (a  scene  which  continued  through  the  wl 
of  the  night,)  increased  the  terror  of  the  people.  We  do 
reco|lect  to  have  seen  so  terrible  an  eruption.  All  the  inhaJ 
ants  of  the  towns  of  Portici,  Resina,  Torre  del  Greco,  T< 
dell*  Annunziata,  &c.  situated  on  the  bottom  of  the  moun 
on  the  other  side  of  Naples,  as  well  as  all  the  inhabitants 
the  other  side  of  the  mountain,  sought  refuge  in  the  city. 

"  The  Court  has  caused  all  the  valuable  effects  of  the  pal 
of  Portici  and  Resina  to  be  removed ;  they  have  likewise 
dered  relief  to  be  given  to  the  poor  who  have  left  ti 
homes.  The  whole  day,  yesterday,  was  passed  in  constei 
tion;  the  mountain  did  not  emit  much  fire,  but  a  prodigi 
quantity  of  ashes.  The  shower  ceased  at  Naples  last  nil 
but  they  still  continue  to  be  thrown  up  by  the  mount 
We  have  not  seen  the  sun  since  the  day  before  yesterday, 
sky  being  still  obscured  by  the  ashes  carried  about  by 
wind.  The  Theatre  will  be  closed  this  evening.  Yestei 
the  procession  commenced  in  honour  of  St.  Januarius.  ' 
ashes  prevent  all  communication  at  the  foot  of  the  mount 
for  in  some  places  they  are  six  feet  deep,  they  might  be  c 
pared  to  snow,  if  they  did  not  cause  such  intolerable  d 
We  hope  soon  to  be  f  reed-froBi  this  scourge,  for  no  one  i 
is  not  a  witness  of  the  disaster  can  conceive  the  terror  w] 
It  inspires. 

u  Happily  we  have  not  had  any  earthquake;  but  our  I 

are  not  yet  dispelled.    I  send  with  this  letter  some  of1 

ashes  which  fell  at  Naples,  and  which  I  picked  up  in  mj< 

-Hise.  i 

rf  Naples,  Nov.  5,  1822.— The  eruption  of  Vesttvi J 
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'hich  I  before  wrote,  has  been  one  of  the  most  striking 
id  remarkable  on  record.  It  much  resembled  (but  on  a 
nailer  scale)  that  of  the  year  79,  of  our  era ;  and  we  have 
iperienced  a  part  of  what  is  related  by  Pliny  the  younger. 

"  On  the  evening  of  the  date  of  my  last  letter  the  fury  of 
le  volcano  appeared  to  be  considerably  increased ;  the  tor- 
ints  of  lava  burst  forth  in  all  directions.  Towards  11  o'clock, ,' 
le  appearance  was  terrible !  an  enormous  column  of  black 
toes  rose  from  the  crater,  in  the  form  of  a  cone,  to  an  ex- 
aordinary  height  j  the  lightnings  darted  from  the  mouth  of 
esuvius,  traversing  the  immense  cloud  of  ashes  in  all  direc- 
ons,  and  in  infinite  ramifications.  Issuing  thence  they  struck 
le  sides  of  the  mountain,  or  the  surface  of  the  sea.  I  cannot 
ve  you  a  better  idea  of  the  surprising  effect,  than  by  com*- 
iring  it  with  a  sparkling  magic  picture,  exhibited  in  electri- 
1  experiments.  The  cloud  was  really  a  gigantic  work  of 
is  kind,  being  composed  of  volcanic  sand  floating  in  the  air. 
very  thing  passed  in  the  same  manner,  except  that  this 
agic  picture  was  several  miles  in  extent.     When  there  was 

superfluity  of  electrical  fluid,  it  discharged  with  a  great 
)ise ;  whereas  the  currents  of  electricity,  which  crossed  it 

I  every  direction,  did  not  occasion  any  sensible  detonation, 
he  consternation  was  general :  the  inhabitants  of  Torre  del 
reco,  Annunziata,  Bosco  tre  Gase,  and  Ottajano,  precipi- 
tely  forsook  their  dwellings.  Day-light  came,  but  all  the 
ivirons  of  Vesuvius  were  in  darkness.  The  shower  of  ashes 
jried  by  the  wind  was  scattered  to  a  great  distance.  At 
apleff,  no  one  could  go  out  withput  an  umbrella  to  keep  off 
e  coarser  ashes.  The  appearance  of  the  city  was  most 
ournful ;  and  the  news  we  received  from  the  places  threat- 
led,  were  very  alarming.  The  furniture  of  the  royal  palaces 
'  Portici  and  of  the  Favourite  was  removed  with  the  utmost 
peed ;  and  four  or  five  thousand  fugitives,  who  had  fled  to 
e  city,  increased  the  alarm.  The  processions  marched 
rough  the  streets ;  the  churches  were  filled  with  suppli- 
ants, who  implored  all  the  saints  to  put  an  end  to  this  ca- 
mity. 

"  At  length  the  lava  stopped  in  its  progress.  It  has  done 
it  little  mischief,  having  only  covered  ancient  currents  pro* 
eding  from  various  preceding  eruptions ;  but  the  shower 
'  volcanic  substances  and  ashes  has^caused,  and  still  occa- 
ons  incalculable  damage.  All  the  country  is  covered  with 
em,  and  the'  communications  are  interrupted;  In  many 
aces  they  have  fallen  to  the  depth  of  five  or  six  feet,  and 
jrapeii  is,  as  it  were,  again  buried  as  it  was  in  the  year  79. 
a  I  have  collected  several  pounds  of  tjiese  ashes,  which 

II  in  my  balcony.    They  were  of  a  reddish  brown  in  the* 
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beginning,  then  whitish.    They  first  appeared  to  me  to  \t\ 
powder  of  pumice-stones :  it  is  excellent  to  deaden  metals." 

THE  GREAT  FIRE. 

However  terrible  the  eruption  of  a  mountain,  whose  crate 
pours  forth  immense  clouds  of  smoke  and  ashes,  and  who* 
flames  cast  a  vivid  glare  across  the  Adriatic  Sea,  and  mali 
the  mariners  tremble  at  the  distance  of  many  leagues ;  \4 
faint,  indeed,  must  the  resemblance  be  to  that  solemn  as! 
alarming  period  when  the  world  shall  be  on  fire. 

"  Amazing  period !  when  each  mountain  height 
Out-burns  Vesuvius ;  rocks  eternal  pour 
Their  fiery  melted  mass." 

Alas !  who  shall  live  when  God  doeth  this  ?  Do  we  d 
who }  We  must  all  stand  at  the  judgment  seat  of  Chrii 
f  Behold  he  cometh  !  every  eye  shall  see  him  V*  O  !  til 
this  thought  ditf  but  alarm  the  careless,  and  arouse  the  slecj 
ing  sinner,  to  take  the  warning,  and  flee  from  the  wrath  i 
come  !  "  For,  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  Noah,  so  shall  it  I 
also  in  the  days  of  the  Son  of  Man.  They  did  eat,  th 
drank,  they  married  wives,  they  were  given  in  marriaj 
until  the  day  that  Noah  entered  into  the  Ark,  and  the  fir' 
came  and  destroyed  them  all."  Likewise  also  as  it  was  in^ 
days  of  Lot :  "  they  did  eat,  they  drank,  they  bought,  til 
sold,  they  planted,  they  builded ;  but  the  same  day  that  I 
went  out  of  Sodom,  it  rainedjfre  and  brimstone  from  Hea?< 
and  destroyed  them  all."  "  Even,  thus,  shall  it  be  in  the  i 
when  the  Son  of  Man  is  revealed."  Ah !  sinner,  what  * 
become  of  thee  ?  Hast  thou  fled  for  refuge  to  Christ,  fa 
thou  cast  anchor  within  the  veil?  Canst  thou  endure  1 
wrath  of  God  ?  Oh  !  who  among  us  shall  dwell  with  \ 
Touring  fire,  who  shall  dwell  with  everlasting  burning 
Brother  sinner !  behold  the  Lamb  of  God  !  make  haste  i 
delay  not.     Cast  thyself  at  his  feet,  Lord  save,  I  perish. 

The  terror  of  a  fire  alarm  is  much  increased  in  Lone 
when  it  occurs  at  midnight,  y  What  if  this  should  be  the  j 
pointed  season  for  the  conflagration  of  the  globe ! 

"  At  midnight,  wfeeW  mankind  is  wrapt  in  peace, 
And  worldly  fancy  feeds  on  goldeu  dreams  ! 
To  give  more  dread  to  man's  most  dreadful  hour, 
At  midnight,  'tis,  presum'd,  this  pomp  will  burst 
From  t&jifold  darkness ;  sudden  as  the  spark 
From: smitten  steel;  from  nitrous  grain,  the  blaze. 
^  Ikfon,  starting  from  his  couch,  shall  sleep  no  more  ! 

The  day  is  broke,  which  never  more  shall  close ! 
Above,  around,  beneath,  amazement  all ; 
Terror  and  glory  joined  in  their  extremes ; 
Our  God  in  grandeur,  and  our  world  on  fire  /" 
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What  inexpressible  consternation  must  overwhelm  un- 
linking mortals,  when  the  general  conflagration  commences ! 
'he  day,  the  dreadful  day  is  approaching ;  "  in  the  which  the 
leavens  thall  pass  away  with  a  great  noise,  and  the  elements 
hall  melt  with  fervent  heat;  the  earth  also,  and  all  the  works 
hat  are  therein  shall  be  burnt  up."  That  mighty  hand  which 
nee  opened  the  windows  from  on  high,  and  broke  up  the 
>untains  of  the  great  deep,  will  then  unlock  all  the  Maga- 
tnes  of  fire,  and  pour  a  second  deluge  upon  the  earth.  The 
engeful  flames,  kindled  by  the  breath  of  the  Almighty, 
pread  themselves  from  the  centre  to  the  circumference* 
Nothing  can  withstand  their  impetuosity ;  nothing  can  es- 
ape  their  rage.  Universal  desolation  attends  their  progress  ; 
lagnificent  palaces  and  solemn  temples  are  laid  in  ashes* 
pacious  cities  and  impregnable  towers  are  mingled  in  one 
tnoking  mass.  Not  only  the  productions  of  human  art,  but 
lie  works  of  Almighty  power  are  fuel  for  the  devouring 
lement.  The  everlasting  mountains  melt  like  the  snows 
rhich  cover  their  summit.  Even  vast  oceans  serve  only  to 
ogment  the  inconceivable  rapidity  and  fury  of  the  blaze. 
)!  how  shall  I,  or  others,  stand  undismayed  amidst  the 
lare  of  a  burning  world;  unless  the  Lord  Jehovah  be  our 
efence?  How  shall  we  be  upheld  in  security,  when  the 
lobe  itself  is  sinking  in  a  fiery  ruin ;  unless  the  rock  of 
ges  be  our  support  ?*' 

THE  TERROR  OF  FIRE. 

"  O  !  the  perplexity  !  the  distraction !  that  must  seize  the 
tnpenitent  rebels,  when  they  are  summoned  to  the  great 
ribunal!  what  will  they  do  in  this  day  of  severe  visitation, 
his  day  of  final  decision  ?  where  ?  how  ?  whence  can  they 
ind  help  ?  to  which  of  the  Saints  will  they  turn  ?  whither 
etake  themselves  for  shelter  or  for  succour?  .Alas!  it  is 
U  in  vain  j  it  is  all  too  late.  Friends  and  acquaintance  know 
hem  no  more.  Men  and  angels  abandon  thetoto  their  ap- 
roaching  doom.  Even  the  Mediator,  the  Mediator  himself 
eserts  them  in  this  dreadful  hour.  To  fly  will  be^imprac- 
icable ;  to  justify  themselves,  still  more  impossible  5  and 
iow,  to  make  any  supplications,  utterly  unavailable. 

Behold !  the  books  are  opened,  the  secrets  of  all  hearts' 
re  disclosed,  the  hidden  things  of  darkness  are  brought  to 
ght.  How  empty,  how  ineffectual  now,  are  all  those  re* 
ned  artifices;  with  which  hypocrites  imposed  upon  their 
sllow  creatures,  and  preserved  a  character  in  the  sight  of 
&en.  The  jealous  God,  who  has  been  about  their  path, 
nd  about  their  tedt  and  spied  out  all  their  ways,  sets  before 


12 

them  the  things  that  they  Have  done.  They  cannot  answer  torn 
one  in  a  thousand,  nor  stand  in  the  awful  judgment.  The 
heavens  reveal  their  iniquities,  and  the  earth  rises  up  agoiut 
ihem.  (Job,  xx,  27.)  They  are  speechless  with  guilt,  and 
stigmatized  with  infamy  before  all  the  armies  of  the  sfc, 
and  all  the  nations  of  the  redeemed.  What  a  farour  wool! 
they  esteem  it,  to  hide  their  ashamed  heads  in  the  bottom  £ 
the  ocean :  or  even  to  be  buried  beneath  the  ruins  o!  the 
tottering  world! 

If  the  contempt,  poured  upon  them,  be  thus  insupport&fc* 
how  will  their  hearts  endure,  when  the  sword  of  infiniti 
indignation  is  unsheathed  $  and  fiercely  waived  aro© 
their  defenceless  heads  y  or  pointed  directly,  at  their  nalo 
breasts  ?  How  must  the  wretches  scream  with  wild  amaa 
xnent,  and  rend  the  very  heavens  with  thei/r  cries,  when  ti 
right-aiming  thunderbolts  go  abroad !  Go  abroad,  with  ti 
dreadful  commission,  to  drive  them  from  the  kingdoms  - 
glbry^  and  plunge  them  not  into  the  sorrows  of  a  momes 
or  the  tortures  of  an  hour,  but  into  all  the  restless  agonii 
of  unquenchable  fire,  and  everlasting  despair. 

"  Regions  of  sorrow,  doleful  shades,  where  peace 
And  rest  can  never  dwell :  hope  never  comes, 
TTiat  comes  to  all :  but  torture  without  end 

.    Still  urges,  and  *  fiery  deluge  fed 
With  ever-burning  sulphur  unconfeum'd." 

-  'Misery  of  miseries !  too  shocking  for  reflection  to  dw 
upon;  Jiut,  if  so  dismal  to  foresee,  and  that  at  a  distant 
together  with  some  comfortable  expectation  of  escaping 
O]  how  bitter,  inconceivably  bitter  to  bear,  without  any  i 
termission,  or  any  mitigation,  through  hopeless  and  eten 
ages ! 

THE  FIRE  ESCAPE. 

Who  has  any  bowels  of  pity  ?  who  has  any  sentime 
of  compassion  ?  who  has  any  tender  concern  for  his  fellt 
creatures  ?  Who  ?  In  God's  name,  and  for  .Christ's. sake, 
him  show  it,  by  warning  every  man,  and  beseeching  eve 
man,  to  seek  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  found;  to  thrt 
down  the  arms  of  rebellion,  before  the  act  of  indemnity  e 
pires, — submissively  to  adore  the  Lamb,  while  he  hoi 
out  the  golden -sceptre.  Here  let  us  act  the  friendly  part 
mankind.  'Here  let  the  whole  force  of  our  benevolence  en 
itself,  .in  exhorting  relations/  acquaintances,  neighbours,  at 
whomsoever  we  may  probably  influence,  to  take  the  wings 
faith  unfeigned  $  of  repentance  undelayed  $  and  flee  away  &oi 
"  '*>  wrath  to  come. 
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LONDON  WATCHMEN. 

In  crowded  cities,  where  death's  "ten  thousand  doors" 
stand  open,  and  dangers  of  every  kind  menace  the  inhabitant! 
with  sadden  and  irreparable  destruction,  it  is  of  the  first 
importance  that  men  should  be  appointed,  and  paid  for  tbi 
constant,  vigilance  that  is  so  essential  to  the  safety  of  thi 
people.  Hence  London  abounds  with  watchmen  and  patrol* 
whose  duties  and  usefulness  must  be  sufficiently  obvious 
They,  are  certainly  of  consequence  to  the  police  and  the  city,  i 
clearing  the  streets  of  improper  characters,  warning  the  nigb| 
walker,  announcing  the  hour,  terrifying  the  guilty,  guards 
the  houses,  and  arresting  the  depredators  who  prey  on  tl 
public*  But  in  the  character  of  fire  alarjners,  I  consider  the 
a  most  valuable  portion  of  society :  white  we  sleep,  they  are  I 
keep  awake;  when  we  are  quite  insensible,  they  are  to  be  mo 
acute,  discerning  and  vigilant  While  we  are  unconscious 
approaching  danger,  they  are  to  discover  it,  and  give  us  tl 
timely  warning. 

Their  tenses  and  limbs  are  to  be  all  ready  for  instant  a 
in  our  behalf.  They  are  often  to  detect  fire  by  smelling  smol 
or  burning  materials.  They  are  to  listen  tjiat  they  may  k 
the  faintest  cry  of  fire,  or  call  for  hejp,  or  cracking  of  blazii 
timber.  Their  eye*  are  to  be  always  on  the  leok-ont  for  spa 
or  flames  in  all  directions.  Their  mouths  are  to  be  in  reading 
to  spread  the  alarm,  and  repeat  the  terrific  cry  of  "  Fire4  Fii 
Fire !"  Tteic^owfr  are  to  be  employed  with  .the  rattle  or  t 
axe,  to  alarm  their  brother  watchmen  on  the" neighbour! 
beats,  or  to  break  open  the  doors  of  houses  on  fire,  and  tb 
feet  are  to'be  swift  to  run,  and  afford  that  immediate  assistant 
the  urgency  of  the  case  demands. 

Viqfamfie  is  the  great  characteristic  of  watchmen  :  hence  t 
propriety  of  their  name,  and  the  necessity  bf  their  being  alwa 

*  wed  to  awafai,  alarm,  and  art  the  terrified. . 
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AMERICA^  WATCHMEN. 

A  certain  writer  says: — "The Jirst  thing  I  notice  in  the 
watchmen,  whose  duty  it  is  to  give  the  alarm,  is  their  tigi- 
lanct  and  fidelity :  they  constantly  keep  a  scrutinizing  $ye 
jver  their  own  district,  and  are  frequently  giving  signals 
t>y  which  to  know  if  others  are  also  faithful.  Should  they 
sleep,  or  betray  their  trust/  they  would  lose  their  places, 
credit,  and  character,  as  good  watchmen.  They  cannot  be 
flattered  from  their  duty,  nor  hired  to  betray.  Now  compare 
ill  this  with  the  professed  ministers  of  Christ  They  are 
watchmen :  and  the  Lord  of  the  flock  says  to  every  one  of 
them,  "  Son  of  Man,  I  have  set  thee  a  watchman  unto  the 
louse  of  Israel/'  And  what  is  their  doty  as  watchmen? 
*  Thou  shalt  hear  the  word  at  my  mouth,  and  give  them 
warning  from  me.  When  I  say  unto  the  wicked,  O  wicked 
nan,  thou  shalt  sorely  die ;  if  thou  dost  not  speak  to  warn ' 
the  wicked  from  his  way,  that  wicked  man  shall  die  in  his 
niquity;  bnt  his  blood  will  I  require  at  thine  band."  When 
they  neglect  their  duty,  and  become  unfaithful,  God  says  to 
them,  «'  Woe  be  to  the  shepherds  thai  feed  themselves!" — 
'  Ye  feed  not  the  flock," — the  diseased  have  ye  not  strength- 
ened, neither  have  ye  healed  that  which  was  sick,  neither  have 
ye  bound  up  the  broken,  neither  have  ye  brought  again  that 
which  was  driven  away,  neither  have  ye  sought  that  which  was 
lost."—"  My  flock  is  scattered  upon  all  the  earth,  and  is 
become  a  prey  to  every  beast  of  the  field:"  "therefore, 
behold  I  am  against  the  shepherds,  and  I  will  require  my  flock 
it  their  hands;  and  they  shall  cease  from  feeding  the  flock." 
When  they  become  avaricious  of  worldly  gain  or  splendour, 
and  slumber  over  the  sins  and  stupidity  of  their  flocks,  God 
then  speaks  to  his  people,  concerning  them,  saying,  "  His 
watchmen  are  blind ;  they  are  all  ignorant,  they  are  all  dumb 
dogs,  they  cannot  bark ;  sleeping,  (or  as  it  is  in  the  margin 
r  dreaming,  or  talking  in  their  sleep/  which  needs  no  comment 
when  compared  with  much  that  is  called  preaching  in  the  pre- 
sent day)  lying  down,  loving  to  slumber.  Yea,  they  are  greedy 
dogs  which  caunot  have  enough,  and  they  are  shepherds  that 
cannot  understand  :  they  all  look  to  their  own  way,  every  one 
for  his  gain  from  his  quarter."  These  show  that  God  sees 
awful  wickedness  in  his  watchmen;  ami  that  there  is  reason  to 
fear  many  who  profess  to  preach  the  gospel  of  Christ,  will,  at 
the  last  day,  know  b*y  dreadful  experience  what  that  Ateaneth. 
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His  blood  will  I  require  at  thine  hand !"    They  will  at. 

we  have  prophesied  in  thy  name/4  but  will  receive  in  rwh 
"  I  never  knew  you,  depart  from  me  ye  that  work  iniqun 
Thus  they  will  lose  their  post,  character,  and  souls  togefe 
And  thus  it  is   that  the  spiritual  may  learn  an  import! 
lesson  from  the  natural  watchmen. 

The.  second  thing  I  observe  in  the  watchmen,  is  then : 
parent  rudeness  and  inattention  to  the  rules  of  politeness.  Ttj 
knock  at  every  door  indiscriminately  wherever  they  go.  TJ 
rich  and  the  great  must  be  disturbed  by  them,  and  they  m 
ask  nor  think  whether  it  is  fashionable  or  polite;  nor  whetb 
they  shall  please  or  displease  ;  but  with  a  tone  that  thrills  throw 
the  soul,  they  cry,  Fire!  Fire!  Fire!  without  note  or  comma 
From  this  scene,  my  mind  turns  to  the  soft  and  flowing  M 
guage,  to  the  smooth  turned  period,  and  to  the  charm} 
rhetorical  figures  introduced,  and  which  are  so  abundant 
many  things  which  are  called  gospel  sermons  I  I  could  not 
-  contrast  it  with  many  of  Zion's  watchmen,  who  palliate  the  i 
of  the  great,  the  rich,  and  the  "  oppressions  of  suffering  fan 
ity;"  and  with  those  who  conceal  every  offensive  part  of 
alarm  which  they  are  commanded  to  give,  so  that  they 
gain  the  applause  and  good  w ill  of  dy  iug  man.  The  pretty  md 
dissertations  which  are  so  abundant  at  this  day  in  the  fona 
sermons,  and  which  are  designed  to  meet  the  demand  of  I 
alarm  which  they  are  commanded  to  give,  but  poorly  accj 
with  the  character  of  the  watchman.  In  these  cases,  then 
no  distinctness  in  the  sound,  and  consequently  no  alarm  h  Uk 
There  is  nothing  in  all  this,  and  there  is  little  in  bur  m 
which  in  the  watchmen  of  Zion,  will  compare  with  the  appari 
rudeness  of  the  natural  watchman. 

Why  is  not  the  alarm  of  hell  fire  given  with  the  si 
vigilance,  fidelity,  and  clearness,  and  with  the  same  indiscri\ 
na  ten  ess,  as  the  common  fire  alarm  ?  But  for  the  reason  ti 
in  the  one  case  it  is  believed  by  the  watchman,  and  in  the  oil 
it  is  not.  I  could  not  but  think  of  the  fact,  that  if  the  wat< 
men  in  our  great  cities  were  as  indifferent,  and  as  indistinct 
their  alarm  of  fire,  as  are  many  of  the  ministers  in  those  cit 
about  God's  alarm  of  hell  fire,  and  the  damnation  of  hell,  whi 
they  are  commanded  to  impress  on  every  mind  by  God's  mj 
high  and  holy  authority,  they  would,  by  the  same  populi 
who  pamper  the  indolent  prophet,  be  driven  from  their  eropiti 
ment,  and  from  the  confidence  of  human  society.  When  t 
ministot,  therefore,  thinks  in  his  own  heart,  that  in  speakingl 
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ten  abont  Religion  he  must  Hot  be  rude,  let  him,  for  example, 
>ok  at  the  watchmen  iff  the  streets  of  his  city,  and  at  the' day 
f  his  final  adjudication,  and  their,  as  he  is  «i  watchmanfur  Gdd 
nd  for  stwlt,  let  him  determine  what  -he  will'  do*,  ifke  third 
tiought  connected  with  the  watchmen-  ^tos '  their  perseverance. 
'hey  cease  not  from  their  cry  until  all  are  Ortake  to  the  alarm, 
nd  engaged  to  stop  the  threatening*  evil,  or  until  the  danger  be 
ver.  If  there  be  liot  a  moving  at  once?  they  repeat  the  call, 
nth  a  more  piercing  cry,  and  run  from  place  to  place,  til!  the 
esired  object  be  gained.  This,  th6ught  I,  is  a  very  good 
jssoii  for  the  watchmen  of  Zion,  if  they  wish  men  to  awake'  to 
ie  subject  of  their  fire  alarm.  They  have,  indeed,  a  more- 
owerfnl  appeal,  because  whenever  the  fire,  of  which  they  are 
}  give  the  alarm,  is  kindled  upon  the  soul,  it  will  burn  upon  it, 
nd  never  be  quenched.  This  constancy  and  perseverance  in 
he  alarm,  is  a  character  which'  God  expects  his  watchmen  to 
laintain ;  for  he  says  to  his  Church,  **  I  have  set  watchmen 
pou  thy  walls,  O  Jerusalem,  which*  shall  never  hold  their 
eace  day  nor  night;"  but  which  shall  always  and  perse* 
eringly  give  the  alarm,  and  pray  God  to  save,  for  his 
lercy's  sake.  Bat  instead  of  imitating  the  natural  watch- 
len  in  this  thing,  what  coldness  is  often  manifested  in  them ; 
rith  what  reluctance  and  indifference  they  often  speak  of  the 
bings  which  concern  the  sours  immortal  interest.  .  They  very 
eldom  give  the  alarm  so  that  it  is  felt ;  they  hardly  speak  of 
anger  at  all,  and  when  they  do,  it  is  often  presented  iri  such  - 
,  light  that  few  believe  there  is  any.  If  they  incautiously 
peak  of  the  damnation  of  hell,  and  the  danger  of  hell  fire,  they 
rill  often,,  and  almost  with  the  same. breath,  apologize  to  their 
efined  hearers  for  this  plainness,  and  seem  to  regret  that  they 
lave  thus  rudely  disturbed  their  tender  and  delicate  feelings 
rith  such  harsh  language.  Others  speak  of  the.  danger  of  the 
ricked  with  such  unfeeling  indifference,  that  it  is  manifest  to  all 
bat  he  does  not  feel  it  to  be  real;  and  the  consequence  is,  that 
mny  do  not  believe  there  is  any  danger,  acid'  so  sin  on  vvith 
oth  hands  constantly.  The  voice  of  the  truly  faithful  wartch- 
lan  is  not  believed ;  and  tine  alarm  of  hef|  fire  is  matte  tire 
object  of  sport  and  ridicule  at  the  corner  of  every  street, 'a^tt 
11  because  there  is  inconsistency  and  infidelity  in  the  %afc-gfci 
nenofZion.      ,  .»..:•**. 

The  last  thought  connected  with  the  watchmen,  was  their 
fay.  This  1  find, to  be  seventy-five  cents,  dr  at  most  one 
lollar  a  night.    This,  connected  with  the  desire  of  maintaining 
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their  reputation  in  the  world,  constitutes  every  earthly  noti* 
which  stimulates  them  to  all  their  vigilance  aod  fidelity  ai 
watchmen;  and  -these  are  sufficient  to  induce  them  to  be 
deprived  of  rest  and  sleep,  when  in  many  instances  they « 
necessary  for  the  body. 

What  a  difference  between  this  and  the  reward  of  lioc'j 
watchmen.  The  master  whom  they  serve,  has  not  seot  th« 
to  the  warfare  at  their  own  charges,  nor  given  them  the  pro- 
mise of  temporal  rewards  simply.  If  crowns  and  kingdom 
of  this  world  were  promised,-  they  would  be  nothing  in  coo- 
par  i  son  with  the  reward  which  is  actually  liolden  out  to  tliet 
One  of  them,  under  the  inspiration  of  his  divine  leader,  sau 
"  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  tk 
Lord,  the  righteous  Judge,  shall  give  me  at  that  day ;  and  fid 
to  me  only,  but  unto  all  them  that  love  his  appearing/ 
God  also  says  by  the  prophet,  to  stimulate  his  watchmen  to 
greater  zeal  and  faithfulness  in  his  word,  "  They  that  ton 
many  to  righteousness,  shall  shine  as  the  stars  for  ever  api 
ever."  Are  they  persecuted  for  their  faithfulness?  Chriit 
says  to  them,  "  rejoice  ye,  and  leap  for  joy;  for,  behold,  yo* 
reward  is  great  in  heaven :  for  in  like  manner  did  their  father* 
unto  the  prophets."  This  turning  to  righteousness,  is  tkvm 
as  to  rescue  them  from  fire :  hence  they  are  said  to  be  saved  bj 
fear  on  the  part  of  their  deliverer,  who  pulls  them  out  of'tkji^ 
What  a  vast  disproportion  in  the  motives  holden  out  to  to 
watchmen  of  the  city,  and  the  watchmen  of  Ziou !  and  almost  u 
much  disproportion  in  their  Jidelity  as  in  their  motives.  While 
Z ion's  watchmen  have  infinitely  the  advantage  as  to  thetf 
reward,  if  faithful,  the  city  watchmen  have  nearly  the  »me 
advantage  over  the  other  in  their  faithfulness  in  cases  of  daagtr 
and  ajarm.  OJ  why  this  inattention' to  eternal  things I  Wlj 
will  not  ihe  promise  of  a  reward  in  heaven,  or  the  fear  ot 
punishment  in  hell,  stimulate  to  more  activity,  faithfulness  id 
zeal  in  the  watchmen  of  Zion?  Is  the  declaration  believed  k? 
them  ?  either  in  regard  to  the  blessing,  or  the  curse  ?  Wb* 
then  so  little  labour  in  any  case  for  the  souls  of  men?  tttf 
so  little  feeling  in  the  pretended  alarm  given,  and  why  so  m«* 
more  zeal  and  labour  jar  a  name,  a  party,  or  a  sect,  than  to  tar: 
men  to  God  by  constantly  pressing  them  with  their  dang*'' 
Why  so  much  more  care  to  make  Catholic  heads,  than  hatykearti> 
so  long  as  the  orthodoxy  of  a  devil  does  not  io  the  least  mitijF* 
the  pains  of  his  damnation  ?  Oh !  how  richly  do  they  desenc 
damnation,  09  whom  the  motive  of  a  crown  of  glory  will  to" 


i  influence  to  deter  from  disobedience,  and  stimulate  to  all 
tivity  and  ceal  in  the  cause  of  God,  and  the  souls  of  dying 
ouers !  Reader,  hast  thou  observed  the  unfaithfulness  of 
on's  watchmen,  and  blessed  thyself  that  their  pretensions 
alarm  and  danger  coming  on  the  soul  were  visions  of  the 
ght,  and  thus  taken  the  occasion  to  indulge  thy  soul  in  sin, 
id  contempt  of  God,  and  his  religion  ?  Let  this  timely  •warn." 
g  bring  thee  to  a  pause,  and  let  the  thought  press  upon  thy 
ul,  that  hell,  even  with  unfaithful  watchmen,  will  be  more 
tolerable  to  thee  as  thou  hast  seen  thy  danger  in  their  folly, 
id  hast  not  provided  for  thyself  a  safe  retreat;  or  is  thy 
ul  pained  within  thee  at  the  watchmen's  unconcern?  O! 
stir  thyself  then,  and  call  thy-  watchmen  io  their  duty,  and 
eir  danger :  and  mingle  all  thine  efforts  with  strong  and  im- 
using  prayer  to  God,  that  he  would  send  down  his  spirit  to 
ve  a  sinking,  dying  world.  Art  thou,  thyself,  a  watchman? 
ad  is  the  watchman  of  the  city  no  reproof  to  thee  ?  Has 
ad's  alarm  been  faithfully  and  fearlessly  given  by  thee  to 
ery  soul,  and  in  every  place  where  thou  hast  had  thy  station  ? 
ill  no  soul  in  the  judgment  rise  and  curse  thee,  that  thou  didst 
>t  faithfully  warn  him  of  the  danger  of  hell  fire?  O  arise! 
!  a  watchman  indeed;  that  when  the  Lord  shall  come,  he 
ay  bless  thee  with — "  well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant/' 
id  that  thy  soul  may  for  ever  rejoice  among  the  many  sons  of 
e  Highest ! 

MINISTERIAL  WATCHMEN. 

Had  this  writer  lived  in  London,  rather  than  New  York,  he 
ould  have  been  much  more  astonished  at  the  surprising  dip- 
milarity  between  temporal  and  spiritual  watchmen.  Alas! 
ere  is  scarcely  a  street  in  our  metropolis,  but  the  fires  of  sin 
id  hell  are  seen  blazing,  and  thousands,  nay,  tens  of  thou* 
nds  have  been  burnt,  and  are  burning,  not  to  temporal,  bnt 
ernal  death ;  and  if  it  be  dreadful  to  look  on  a  human  body 
trning,  without  help,  and  without  hope,  how  much  more 
jrrible  to  aee  the  immortal  soul  blazing  in  the  fires  of  Al- 
ign ty  vengeance  due  to  sin;  yet  in  London  and  other  Cities 
e  have  many  spiritual  watchmen,  who  pass  by,  and  pas* 
wntgh  the  crowds  of  burning  souls  without  the  least  xjoaoem, 
'the  least  effort  to  awake  the  sleeping  shiner ;  to  spread  the 
uritual  fire  alarm,  or  assist  in  plucking  brands  out  of,  the 
re!    It  would  be  rude,  unusual,  imprudent,  not  respectable. 


not  in  ordey,  not  consistent,  not  necessary,  'not  aftowed,  to  «dp 
on  such  opportunities -as  were  suitable  1for  placing  wisdom  a 
the  market-place,  to  cry  aloud,  and  spare  not,  concerning  to 
fires  of  eternal  bell. 

Sinners  should  be  warned  In  the'  streets,  certainly;*  bnt  Mr 
A.  does  not  like  it;  Mr.  B.  would  object  to  it;  $r.  C.  W 
call  it  enthusiasm;  Mr.  D.  wduld  say,  its  not  far  from  *t 
church  or  meeting,  and  therefore  offensive  to  me;  Mr.E 
would  report  it  to  the  board ;  Mr.  F.  would  condemn  it  in  lV 
committee;  Mr.  G.  would  say,  'tis  all  pride  arid  ambition;  Mr 
H.  would  declare  it  a  disgusting  attempt  for  a  man  to  mi 
himself  popular;  Mr.  I.  would  call  it  irregular;  Mr.  K.  voiik' 
affirm  it  was  useless;  while  Mr.  L.  and  a  vast  multitude*, 
other  misters,  who  stand,  in  the  way  of  a  watchmrins  duty^ 
usefulness,  would  u  cast  up  such  stumbling  blocks,"  tn 
advance  such  objections  as  'would  paralyze  all  exertire 
Unless  according  to  the  line,  measure,  and  method  of  ci 
objector,'  who  is  a  Churchman1,  another  who  is  a  high  Cah.- 
nist,  and  a  third  who  perverts  the  Holy  Scriptures,  andappk* 
bis  crude  and  puerile  notions  as  a  comment  on  the  words  c< 
Him  who  said,  "  let  all  things  be  done  decently,  and  in  order:' 
a#  if  Paul  would  condemn,  under  divine  inspiration,  the  practice 
of  general  preaching  in  streets,  markets,  kitchens,  rooms,  ship 
of  fields ;  a  practice  he  learnt  from  Christ  and  his  disciple* 
and  invariably  adopted  in  every  place  he  visited.  The  BibU 
with  suitable  alarm  for  the  eternal  safety  of  precious  souk 
who  are  already  seized  by  the  fires  of  divine  wrath,  sa>& 
"  wisdom  crieth  without,  she  nttereth  her  voice  in  the  street 
she  crieth  in  the  chief  places  of  concourse,  in  the  opening  i' 
the  gates,  in'  the  city  she  uttereth  her  words."  And  so  * 
may,  say  many  of  our  spiritual  watchmen,  but  we  will  not,  « 
-would  rather  cross  the  way  atfd  walk  ori  the  6ther  side.  N*j. 
we  cannot  countenance  any  persons  who  are  pleased  to  atteiop! 
warning  sinners  thus  publicly.  The  Bible  may  call  it  wisdoz 
we  pronounce  it  folly.  Some  may  say  they  are  wise  me, 
who  preach  thus;  but  our  opinion  is,  that f*  they  are  very  greaX 
fools ;M  and  though  we  know  that  there'are  not  churches &• 
meetings  enough  in  London  to  contain  half  the  inhabitants, ' 

■*""  »  •  ■  ■  ■■-■    >f         %       ...I     ...    I  't,  '   '  -      '  \     •   -  

'  ,  *  1  speak  of  public  preaching  at  suitable  times  sttdplmm,  not  Wott- 
ing up  An  highway  or  street,  or  obstinately  standing  before  or  **• 
house  where  it  would  irritate,  and  lead  to  unpleasant  conseqoenc*. 
or  attempting  to  address  a  crowd  whose  passions  were  violently  be**1 
oirbrher  subjects,  or  in  places  where  a  person's  life  would  be  ending** 
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ey  were  disposed  to  attend*  yet  we  will  cry,  "  No  preaching 
t  of  doors  r'  No  warning  sinners  without  walls  and  roof 
•out  you:  let  the  people  go  to  church  or  meeting.  So  then, 
e  flames  are  to  rage,  and  he.ll  is  to  triumph  over  the  burning 
uls  of  thousands  who  are  asleep  in  sin,  because  of  some  idle 
inctilio,  or  some  worthless  reason,  that  will  be  blasted  by 
e  frowns  of  heaven  iu  the  last  day.  Well,  but  some  of  oar 
itch  men  say,  "  we  stand  up  in  a  house  and  call  Fire!  to  300 
arsons!"     Yes!  while  the  parish  contains  50,000;  the  mass 

which  you.  walk  over  with  as  much  unconcern,  as.  a  horse 
er  the  dead  on  a  field  of  batUe.  What  if  a  London  or  city 
itch  man  were  to  confine  his  alarm  to  one  court,  one  street,  or 
le  square,  so  that  if  all  the  streets,  and  courts,  and  squares, 
ound  him  besides,  were  to  be  in  flames,  he  must  give  no 
arm,  knock  at  no  doors  in  them,  bring  no  fire  escapes,  and 
ake  no  effort*. 

It  certainly  has  been  said,  that "  when  some  persons  in  a  ship, 
touted,  a  man  over-board  !  a  man  oxer-hoard  I  that  a  sailor  care- 
Btily  walking  to  and  fro,  with  folded  arms,  cooly  said, '  what's 
at  to  me,  it  is  not  my  watch  upon  deck;' "  but  this  we  suspect 

a  laugh  at  the  idle  careless  sailor;  yet  the  spiritual,  bnt 
rgl  i  gent  watch  men's  couduct,  is  little,  if  any  thing  superior 

such  culpable  indifference.  Would  a  London  watchman  con* 
le  his  attention  and  exertions  to  one  *pot,  or  one  family,  white 
ery  house,  and  evert/  family  in  the  neighbourhood  was  in 
inger?  would,  he  not  rather  hasteu  through  the  streets,  and  . 
ive  the  alarm  to  ail,  that  all  might  be  aroused  to  flee  from  the 
lines  P  Would  less  than  this  satisfy  the  parish,  or  the  neigh- 
)urs,  who  are  in  his  beat  f 

FAITHFUL  WATCHMEN. 

Has  not  Christ  Jesus  said  to  all,  as  well  as  one  minister, 
■watch  ?"  Has  he  not  commanded  all  his  ministers  to  "preach 
\e  gospel  to  every  creature?"  Are  they  not  watchmen  to 
warn  the  wicked?"  And  where  are  the  wicked  to  be  found 
tore  numerous  than  in  the  streets  and  lanes  of  the  city  ?  Did 
)t  Paul"  watch  Foa  souls, as  one  who  must  give  an  account?" 
Phat  power  in  heaven  or  on  earth;  has  diminished  the  respon- 
bility  of  ministers  in  this  day?  The  gospel  commission  is,  *« 
every  creature  ;"  and  after  all  the  cavils  and  objections  to  field 
nd  street  preaching,  it  remains,  "  every  creature  ;"  and  if  mi- 
iiters  are  to  give  an  account  to  the  Judge,  it  will  be  on  the 
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principle  of  having  preached  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  to  "etat 
creature;"  for  he  who  commanded  each  of  his  minister; 
servants  to  preach  the  gospel  to  "every  creature/*  has  »1» 
said,  "  if  thou  faint  in  the  day  of  adversity,  thy  strengths 
small/ and  if  thou  forhear  to  deliver  them  that  are  drawn  rate 
death,  and  those  that  are  ready  to  be  stain  ;  if  thou  sayest, 
Behold,  we  knew  it  not;  doth  not  he  that  ponder eth  the  heart, 
consider  #?  .and  he  that  keepeth  thy  soul,  doth  not  he  knoz  ii; 
and  shall  not  he  render  to  every  man  according  to  his  work'' 

'  DILIGENT  WATCHMEN, 

God  grant  in  infinite  mercy,  that  the  time  may  speedilj 
arrive  when  his  spirit  may  be  so  poured  out  from  on  high,  that 
ministers,  both  in  London  and  the  country,  may  either  go  thes* 
selves,  or  by  exertion,  and  liberality,  send  others  to  ezm 
creature  in  every  lane,  every  atley,  every  street,  and  every  villa?*. 

If  they  eannot,  from  sickness,  age,  infirmity,  or  incapacity, 
go  themselves,  they  can  do,  as  is  done  by  the  Domestic  Society 
iu  New  York ;  they  can  appoint  rooms,  kitchens,  and  court?, 
delect  home  missionaries,  and  send  them  to  every  poor  wretche* 
sinner  who  is  in  danger  of  hell  fire.  Then  would  every  minist* 
he  able  to  rejoice  that  God  was  making  known,  "  what  are  tlrf 
riches  .of  the  glory  of  this  mystery  among  the  Gentiles,  whia 
is  Christ  in  you  the  hope  of  glory."  Then  would  every  minister 
in  truth-  and  godly  sincerity,  be  able  to  say,  while  BendiBg 
the  Foreign  Missionary  to  the  Heathen,  arid- the  Home  Missioiwn 
to  his  neighbours, "  Christ — whom  we  preach,  warning  everymtk 
and  teaching  every  man  in  all  wisdom,  that  we  may  presot 
every  man  perfect  in  Christ  Jesus:  w hereunto  I  also  labau 
striving  according  to-  his  working,  which  worketh  in  * 
mightily  J*  How  vast!  How  important!  How  awful  is  tta 
work!  Who  is  sufficient  for  these  things?  We  watch,  a, 
the  temporal  watchmen,  for  property  and  for  bodies ;  bat  n 
the  watchmen  of  God,  **  Watch  for  souls.  For  souk  doomed  * 
perdition.  Soitis  on'  the  verge  of  hell.  Souls  asleep  in  sin,  arf 
soils,  that  if  once  lost,  will  be  lost  for  ever  and  ever.*' 

"  'Tis  ruit  a  cause  of  small  import, 

The  Preacher's  care  demand? ; 
But  what  might  fi\\  an  Angel's  heart,  ' 

And  fill'd  A  Saviour's  ^ands  ; 
,    „  Tbey  watch  for  $ouls,  for  which  the  Lord 

Did  Heavenly  bliss  forego ; 
For  souls  which  must  fof  ever  live, 

In  happiness  or  woe»" 
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j  there  a  preacher  of  Christ  Jesus  but  must  tremble  at  the 
did  office  he  fills,  and  the  demands  of  God  upon  him  ?  "  If 
watchman  see  the  sword*/*  (or  the  fire)  "  come  and  blow 
the  trumpet,  and  the  people  be  not  warned — if  the  sword1'  (or 
fire)  "  cope  and  take  any  person,"  (or  burn  any  person) 
nong   them,  he  is  taken  away  in  his  iniquity,  but  his 

OD  WILL  I  RBQCIRE  AT  THE  WATCHMAN'S  HAND81"     Who 

i  not  feel  shocked  to  his  inmost  soul,  on  reading  this  awful 
jage!  fs  it  true?  Is  God  so  determined  that  the  people 
II  be  warned,  or  the  watchman  fhall  suffer  f  .  What  shall  we 
?  O  pray  for  watchmen,  pray  for  watchmen,  that  they 
<  be  diligent,  active,  determined,  and  zealous,  and  faithful, 
ither  the  people  will  hear  or  forbear.  Great  Godl  how 
ortant  is  the  work  of  the  ministry !  and  how  feeble  and 
erfect  are  the  best  and  most  diligent  of  men  in  this  soul 
ning  work  1 1 

"  All  to  the  great  tribunal  haste, 

Th*  account  to  render  there ; 
And  sboutdst  thou  strictly  mark  their  faults, 

Lord,  where  should  they  appear  ? 
May  they  that  Jesus  whom  tb£y  preac)i, 

Their  own  Redeemer  see. 
And  watch  thou  daily  o'er  their  souls, 

That  they  may  watch  for  tkee? 

WATCHMEN'S  CABE. 

f  such  be  the  case  with  ministers,  what  will  become  of  the 
r  sinner,  unto  whom  Christ  says  concerning  death,  "  watch ! 
ye  know  not  the  hour  when  the  Son  of  Man  Cometh*" 
ar  thy  doom  from  God  himself.  He  says  to  his  watchman^ 
f  thou  warn  the  wicked,  and  if  he  do  not  turn  from  his  way, 
shall  die  in  his  iniquity."  Haat  thou  not  been  warned  by 
i  servants  of  Him,  who  says,  "  Behold  I  stand  at  the  door 

I  knock/1  "  As  I  live,  saith  the  Lord,  I  desire  not  the  death 
i  sinner;"  "  Why  will  ye  die,  O  house  of  Israel  P°  Have 
;  God' 8  spiritual  watchmen  tried  to  stop  thee  in  thy  mad 
eer  for  hell  ?  Have  they  not  knocked?  at  thy  door,  and 
rmed  thy  sleepy  soul  with  the  cry  of  mre !  Fire !  Fire !  that 

II  blaze  for  ever  in  hell,  to  which  thoo/^  consigned  ?  Have 
ly  not  manifested  a  watchman's  coneWri  Ibr  thy  guilty  soul, 
i  pointed  thee  to  Christ  as  the  great  Fire  Escspe  for  wretched 
inert  ?    Yes,  sinner !  thou  knowest  that  God  has  sent  thee 
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is  xpattkmen  again  and*agaiu,  when  intoxicated  with  tie  cv 
the  pleasures,  and  the  glories  o£  this  world ;  thou  hast  *.< 
insensible  to  danger,  on  the  margin  of  the  bottomless  pit. 

"Should  not  each  tfprkmg  grre  a  strong  alarm; 
Shopld  not  each  dial  strike  us  as  we  pass*;  * 

*  Portentous  as  the  written  woU,  -which  struck 

— ' ^i — The^pnmd  Assyrian  paleV* 

"  .  .  * 

0  sinner!  be' wise  to  day; — "'tis  madness  to  defer'' all 
while,  and  watchmen  will  knock  no  more,  will  zvarn  no  Ion.  I 
Already,  M  the  Judge  is  at  the  do$r"  and  threatens  thine  i 
mortal  soul.    Danger  is  near,    fire  is  at,  hand.     God  his  I 
will  become  thine,  enemy,  and  a  greater  fire  than  feondon  c 
saw,  will  burn  around  tfiee  for  ever. 

«« Already  has  the  fatal  train  took  6re, " 

A  nun/tent,  and  the  world's  blown  up  to  thee.** 

-Haste  then  to  the  cross  of  Christ  Behold*  now  is  tie  1 
of  salvation!  Hark!  the  ^/orm  of  heaven  rings,  and  all 
fire  alarmers  of  God  cry,  Awake !  awake!  awake !  or  thj  si 
will  be  for  ever  lost !  .  Art  thou  a  watchman  over  other  n.  I 
interests ;  and  dost  thou  neglect  Itiine  own?  Canst  thou  >.| 
awake  to  watch  the  property* and  lives^f  others  and  I 
thou  slumber  over  thine  own  invaluable,  precious  and  imnvi 
•oul?    Watchman,  awakel  ' 


,    ,     u  And  take  the  alaga  ye  give." 

Now  is  the  accepted  time,  spread' the  spiritual  alarm  ai. 
your  ^Weighbours;  and  let  all !  your  family  know,  **Bles*- 
that  man  whom;  his  Lord,  when  he  cometh,  shall  find  watch 
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R.  OUj,  Printer,  9,  Devomniit^titet,  nuhopngi**. 


THS 

HARP, 

SUSPENDED  BY  THE  RIVERS  OF  BABYLON: 

#ons»  fit  flu*  ffieecrt. 


BY  THE  REV.  G.  C.  SMITH,   OF  PENZANCE. 


LONDON: 

Prilled  »j  J.  Hill,  tl,  W.nr  hn,  BlickhlHi ; 

FOR  D.  COX,  »,  HIGH  STREET,  SOUTHWARK. 

tWce  iSupenct.] 


AN 


ODE 


ON 


CHRISTIAN    EXPERIENCE. 


Lord,  what  a  dreary  place 
Is  this  I'm  call'd  to  tread; 
A  little  light,  a  little  grace, 
And  ah!  what  tears  bedew  my  face, 
And  all  my  joys  are  fled. 
Man,  born  to  grief, 
Sighs  for  relief 
And  hopes  that  life,  with  all  its  woes,  Will  be  but  brief. 

A  pilgrim,  far  from  home, 

I  pass  this  dangtans  road ; 
With  fainting  steps  opprest  I  roam! 
And  panting  cry, "  Come,  Saviour,  cpme,— » 

"  And  ease  me  of  this  load ; 
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"  Support  my  soul, 
"  While  billows  roll, 
"  And  bear  me  far  beyond  .the  ken  of  either  pole." 

My  days  are  torn  with  strife, 

My  nights  are  rack'd  with  dread ; 
Like*  Job  I  cry,  I  loathe  my  life, 
And  long  for  death's  keen  friendly  knife, 
To  cut  the  brittlethrcad. 
O  care  worn  breast, 
Thou  soon  shalt  rest, 
Where  Saints  and  Angels  dwell,  for  ever  blest 

« 
My  shatter'^  bark's  at  sea, 

The  sport  of  ev'ry  gale ; 

The  tempest  roars,— the  port  I  see, 

And  press,  dear  Lord,  to  be  with  thee, 

And  HeavVs  high  company  hail. 

But  surges  toss 

And  troubles  cross,  . 

And  fore'd  to  sea  again,  I  give  up  alt  for  lost. 

How  long,  O  Lord,  how  long 
Shall  my  poor  bark  remain 


So  far  from  thee — rude  waves  among* 
Where  no  triumphant  victor's  song 
E'er  sounds  across  the  main  ? 
Behold,  I  sail, 
And  catch  the  gale, 
That  rafts  me  in,  where  praises  never,  never  fail. 

Farewell  ye  boisterous  deeps, 

A  long — a  last  farewell ; 
My  coi*pse  beneath  the  green-lave  sleeps, 
My  heart  no  more  in  trouble  weeps, 

Nor  dreads  a  gaping  hell. 
At  anchor  here, 
I  know  no  fear, 
And  never,  O,  no  never  more  shall  shed  a  tear. 

Celestial,  glorious  streams ; 
Ah,  why  did  I  complain  f 
I'm  glorified,  meridian  beams 
Illume  my  mind,  and  rapf  rous  themes, 
In  sweet  seraphic  strain, 
My  bosom  swell : 
And  who  can  tell, 
What  joys  ecstatic  in  these  regions  dwell  ? 
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Roll  on,  ye  fleeting  years, 

Haste  forward  judgment-day ! 
Come,  Lord,  dispel  thy  church's  fears, 
Appear  in  pomp,  dry  up  their  tears, 
And  thy  whole  self  display. 
Behold,  earth  flies, 
The  dead  arise, 
And  all  the  saints  ascend,  beyond  the  ethereal  skies. 


SOLILOQUY. 


How  various  are  the  Christian's  days 

In  this  tempestuous  sea  ; 
How  singular  Jehovah's  ways ; 

What  strange  events  I  see ! 

Sometimes  my  hours  glide  sweetly  on, 
And  health  and  strength  remain: 

But  ah  1  how  soon  my  comfort's  gone, 
And  I  return  to  pain. 

The  former  aids  the  active  mind, 

And  lifts  me  up  on  high : 
The  latter  aM  my  wanderings  bind. 

And  fits  my  soul  to  die. 

A  pleasing  gale  of  prosp'rous  scenes. 

Again  my  steps  attend ; 
And  every  thing  that  intervenes, 

My  views  and  hopes  befriend. 
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But  soon  the  gathering  torrents  bursty 

And  all  my  soul  appal ; 
Aghast,  1  quit  my  earthly  trust, 

And  low  before  him  fall. 

This  week  my  closet's  'whelmed  with  tears, 

And  Christ  and  I  are  one : 
Tbe  next  my  heart's  opprest  with  fears, 

And  Satan  cries,  "  Undone !" 

To-day  I  wrestle  hard  with  God, 

And  will  not  let  him  go  : 
To-morrow  scarce  can  say  a  word, 

So  dull,  so  faint,  so  low. 

Now,  I  behold  bright  prospects  rise, 

And  big  with  hope  I  read : 
Anon,  and  all  my  vision  flies, 

And  terrors  supersede. 

This  hour,  sweet  peace  enchants  my  soul, 

And  all  is  life  and  love ;     . 
The  next,  huge  billows  o'er  me  roll, 

And  fiU'd  with  woe  I  rove. 
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Awhile  my  heart  seems  utmost  clean, 

And  Israel-like  I  sing; 
E'er  long,  God  calls  to  look  within, 

And  my  complaints  begin. 

Ah!  wretched,  sinful,  guilty  me, 
••  I'm  lost,  I'm  lost,"  I  cry : 

My  Saviour,  smiles,  and  sets  me  free, 
And  all  my  tears  are  dry. 

Oh,  did  a  being  e'er  pursue 

So  dread  a  path  as  mine) 
Yes,  yes,  the  Sacred  Scriptures  shew, 

This  way,  dear  Lord,  was  thine* 

Shall  I  then  grieve  to  suffer  loss 
For  him  who  died  for  me? 

Great  God  forbid  1  111  bear  thy  cross 
Till  death  shall  set  me  free. 
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But  soon  the  gathering  torrents  bunt. 

And  all  my  soul  appal ; 
Aghast,  1  quit  my  earthly  trust, 

And  low  before  bim  falL 

This  week  my  closet's  'whelmed  with  tears, 

And  Christ  and  I  are  one : 
The  next  my  heart's  opprest  with  fears, 

And  Satan  cries,  "  Undone !" 

To-day  I  wrestle  hard  with  God, 

And  will  not  let  bim  go  : 
To-morrow  scarce  can  say  a  word. 

So  dull,  so  faint,  so  low. 

Now,  I  behold  bright  prospects  rise, 

And  big  with  hope  I  read : 
Anon,  and  all  my  vision  flies, 

And  terrors  supersede. 

This  hour,  sweet  peace  enchants  my  soul, 

And  all  is  life  and  love ; 
The  next,  huge  billows  o'er  me  roll, 

And  fiird  with  woe  I  rove. 
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Awhile  my  heart  seems  almost  clean, 

And  Israel-like  I  sing; 
E'er  long,  God  calls  to  look  within, 

And  my  complaints  begin. 

Ah !  wretched,  sinful,  guilty  me, 
"  I'm  lost,  I'm  lost/'  I  cry : 

My  Saviour,  smiles,  and  sets  me  free, 
And  all  my  tears  are  dry. 

Oh,  did  a  being  e'er  pursue 

So  dread  a  path  as  mine) 
Yes,  yes,  the  Sacred  Scriptures  shew, 

This  way,  dear  Lord,  was  thine. 

Shall  I  then  grieve  to  suffer  loss 
For  him  who  died  for  me? 

Great  God  forbid  I  111  bear  thy  cross 
Till  death  shall  set  me  free. 


BIRTH    DAY: 


IT* 


MINISTER  OF  THE  GOSPEL, 


Upon  March  19th,  the  Ajuurersary  of  the  date  on  which  he  vas 

■atnraOj  and  spiritually  born. 

The  former  m  London,  1782,  the  Utter  in  Reading,  1803. 


Thrice  hail,  thou  honour'd  glorious  morn! 
On  thee  my  soul  was  doubly  bom ! 
On  thee  maternal  pains  were  blest ; 
On  thee  I  found  the  promised  rest. 

A  guilty  sinner,  far  from  God, 
I  madly  ran  the  downward  road ; 
Despis'd  the  great  Creator's  voice, 
And  made  the  path  to  hell  my  choice. 
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Urg'd  on  by  sin's  alluring  bait, 
I  dar'd  attempt  the  infernal  gate ; 
Defy  my  God — reject  his  claims. 
And  force  my  passage  to  the  flames. 

At  ruin's  brink,  aghast  I  stood, 
Beheld  the  fiery,  flaming  flood : 
Gnash'd  at  affliction— curs'd  a  God ! 
And  leapt  to  plunge  in  fiends'  abode. 


"  Arrest !"  a  voice  lake  thunder  cries  I 
"  Arrest !"  reverberates  the  skies ! 
"  Arrest  the  sinner  1"  Christ  exclaims, 
And  pluck  the  brand  from  burning  flames !" 


M 


Angelic  envoys  eager  fly, 
Arrest  the  soul  condemned  to  die ! 
The  sinking  sinner  quickly  rise, 
Then  bear  the  tidings  to  the  skies  I 

In  wild  amaze,  I  faintly  cry'd, 
"  What !  save  a  wretch  who  heaven  defy'd  ? 
"  And  can  it,  will  it,  may  it  be ! 
"What!  Mercy  save  abandoned  me ! !  P 


12 

"Yes, Yes;"  Jehovah-Jesus  said, 
"  For  you  I  fought ;  for  you  I  bled !" 
"  Yes,  Yes,  Believers  ;w  all  repl^d, 
"  For  you  he  bled,  for  you  he  dy'd !" 

O  wond'rous  death ;  dear  sacred  flood ; 
O  wash  me  in  this  precious  blood: 
Renew'd  by  grace— low  at  thy  feet, 
Behold  thy  willing  captive  sit 

Resound,  resound,  celestial  choirs ; 
Redeemed  above,  strike  all  your  lyres ; 
Let  earth  and  heaven  Hosannahs  sing, 
And  hail  the  triumphs  of  their  king  I 

Thrice  hail,  thou  honoured,  glorious  morn ! 
On  thee  my  soul  was  doubly  born : 
On  thee  Immanuel's  pangs  were  blest, 
On  thee  I  found  the  promised  rest. 


HOLY  LONGINGS 


FOE 


THE   CHRISTIAN'S   REST. 


Behold,  O  God,  my  care-worn  eyes ; 

Observe  my  troubled  breast; 
To  thee  my  weary  spirit  flies, 

I  want  the  Christian's  rest. 


Surcharged  with  tears,  I  mint,  I  die, 

With  guilt  and  fear  opprest : 
Dear  Lamb  of  God,  thy  blood  apply, 

And  give  the  Christian's  rest. 

Alas !  my  pains  and  woes  increase, 

My  soul  is  much  distrest ; 
Lord,  speak  the  word,  my  bonds  release, 

And  add  the  Christian's  rest 
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But  ah!  while  fears  and  foes  annoy, 

And  griefs  a  constant  guest. 
How  can  my  laboring  soul  enjoy 

The  peaceful  Christian's  rest  ? 

Can  beds  of  down,  or  sleep  relieve, 

Where  cares  and  sins  invest ; 
O  could  my  trembling  mind  believe, 

I'd  hail  the  Christian's  rest 

» 

Great  God!  what  doubts  and  fears  assail, 
Thou  seem'st  with  tenors  drest ! 

Ah,  let  not  unbelief  prevail, 
But  grant  the  Christian's  rest. 

Say,  "  Peace,  thy  sins  are  all  forgiv'n  ; 

"  Thou'rt  number'd  with  the  blest." 
Assure  me,  I  shall  dwell  in  heav'n, 

And  there  with  Christians  rest. 

Then  let  the  clouds  portentous  low'r, 
From  North,  or  East,  or  West ; 

I'll  lay  me  down,  and  bless  the  power 
That  guards  the  Christian's  rest. 
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My  days  shall  sweetly  glide  away; 

My  soul  with  grace  imprest ! 
Till  I  with  joy  shall  hear  thee  say, 

"  Enter  the  Christian's  rest" 

This  mortal  clothing  once  laid  down, 

My  blood-bought  soul  undrest ; 
I'll  fly  to  God  and  wear  the  Crown, 
And  sing  the  Christian's  rest 


VERSES 


Composed  during  a  ride  from  La  Magistera  to  Agen,  oarlj  in  tke 

moraiBg  of  Maj  24, 1814. 


Saviour,  ascend  thy  mighty  car, 
Erect  on  high  thy  glorious  throne ; 

Shine  forth,  thou  splendid  morning  star, 
Upon  the  hanks  of  the  Garonne. 

O  haste  the  moment,  gracious  Lord, 
And  claim  the  people  for  thine  own  ; 

Cut  short  delays,  send  out  thy  word, 
Amid  the  woods  of  the  Garonne. 

Great  Sun  of  Righteousness,  appear 
Where'er  thy  light  has  never  shone  ; 

And  bless,  O  bless,  the  passing  year, 
Upon  the  banks  of  the  Garonne* 
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Sweet  messenger,  whose  balmy  wings 
Have  o'er  the  nations  lately  flown ; 

Proclaim  unutterable  things 

Upon  the  banks  of  the  Garonne. 

« 

Those  grand  chateaux,  those  villes,  and  hammes  ; 

Alas !  thy  grace  have  scarcely  known : 
While  tempters  unmolested  roam 

Upon  the  banks  of  the  Garonne. 

Wild  revolutionary  storms 

Have  o'er  this  country  fuVoas  blown ; 
And  Voltaire's  host,  spread  out  their  charms 

Upon  the  banks  of  the  Garonne. 

Proclaiming  loud  eternal  war, 
They  vow'd  th'  Almighty  to  dethrone. 

And  "  crush  the  wretch/  whose  light  they  saw 
Beam  on  the  banks  of  the  Garonne.  ■ 

But  those,  my  God,  survived  their  ire, 
And  soon  thy  triumphs  shall  be  known ; 

And  infidelity  expire 
Upon  the  banks  of  the  Garonne* 
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Conscription's  vast  tyrannic  sway. 

Once  forc'd  those  hapless  youths  from  home ; 
But  now  I  see  them  peaceful  stray 

Along  the  banks  of  the  GaronVe. 

Oh !  horrid  war,  thy  voice  was  heard. 

Thy  vivid  lightnings  lurid  shone  ; 
And  many  a  soldier  lies  interr'd 

Beneath  the  banks  of  the  Garonne. 

As  late  I  viewM  the  field  of  blood, 
And  view'd  the  corpses  thickly  sown* 

I  cried,  "  Send  peace,  send  peace*  O  God  I 
"  Upon  the  banks  of  the  Gaxonne." 

Fve  heard,  that  copious  showers  of  grace 

Descend  beneath  the  torrid  zone ; 
O,  pour  them  down  on  every  place 

A-near  the  banks  of  the  Garonne. 

Come  ye,  whom  Heav'n  destines  to  teach ; 

Whom  vice  and  error  call  their  own : 
O  come,  and  Christ's  "  Glad  tidings''  preach 

Upon  the  banks  of  the  .Garonne 
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Bourdeaux  shall  then  extend  her  sons ; 

Tonneins  reverberate  the  tone ; 
And  Toulouse  cry,  "  He  comes,  He  comes, 
Triumphant  o'er  the  long  Garonne." 


« 


With  holy  seal  for  God  and  man, 

Darkness  from  earth  shall  soon  be  driven; 
And  hosts,  pourM  forth  from  Montaubari, 

Conduct  thy  sons,  Garonne,  to  Heaven. 

From  Monts,  where  snows  eternal  reign, 
And  springs,  Pyreuneen,  hourly  rise; 

To  Biscay^  vast  and  boisfrons  main, 
Shall  grateful  praises  rend  the  skies. 

My  country,  Lord,  shall  hear  the  sound, 
Weep  o'er  the  purchase  of  thy  blood ; 

Our  temples  shall  thy  praise  resound 
And  shout,  "Garonne  is  lost  in  God!!!" 


LINES 


TO  TK1 


DEPARTED  SPIRIT  OF  A  MOTHER; 

Written  after  preaching  in  Un 

PROTESTANT   CHURCH    AT    GHATRONS,    BOURDKAUX, 

On  the  Lord'i  Pay. 


Spirit  of  a  Mother  dear, 
Tell  me,  art  thou  present  here  i 
Canst  thou  quit  yon  throne  above  ? 
Dost  thou  leave  the  realms  of  love  ? 
Dost  thou  haste  to  calm  my  fears  ? 
Dost  thou  now  assuage  my  tears  ? 
Spirit  of  a  Mother  dear, 
Tell  me,  art  thou  present  here? 
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Pious  men  have  sometimes  taught, 
(Pleasing,  wondrous,  grateful  thought,) 
Those  whom  saints  on  earth  esteem'd, 
By  the  Saviour's  blood  redeem'd. 
Still  in  their  affection  share. 
And  receive  a  guardian  care. 
Spirit  of  a  Mother  dear, 
Tell  me,  art  thou  hov'ring  near  1 

• 

Oft  by  fancy's  whispers  led, 

When  I  slumber  on  my  bed, 

Oft  thy  well-known  form  I  see, 

And  embrace  with  ecstacy ; 

Taste  a  strange  a  new  delight, 

Eager  feast  upon  the  sight 
Spirit  of  a  Mother  dear, 
Tell  me,  art  thou  present  here  ? 

Art  thou  sent  by  mercy's  voice  t 
Dost  thou  bid  a  worm  rejoice  ? 
Dost  thou  stay  my  aching  head, 
When  my  ease  and  health  are  fled  1 
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Can  I  still  possess  a  part, 
la  a  ransom'd  Parent's  heart  ? 
Spirit  of  a  Mother  dear. 
Tell  me,  art  thou  present  here  f 

If  thy  Saviour's  will  permits, 
And  thy  rapf  rous  state  admits, 
See !  O,  see !  thy  wand'ring  child, 
Long  by  vice  and  sin  beguil'd ! 
See  me  weeping  at  his  feet, 
Anxious  thy  lovM  form  to  meet! 

Spirit  of  a  Mother  dear; 

Tell  me,  art  thou  hov*ring  near! 

Long,  too  long,  thy  heart  I  grieved, 
Nought  but  death  thy  soul  relieved ! 
But  O,  much  insulted  saint, 
Mark  my  sad,  my  long  complaint ! 
Wretch  1  I've  broke  a  Mother's  heart.: 
There  I  plungM  the  fatal  dart ! 

Oh,  how  vast  her  heavy  woes, . 

Death  alone  brought  sweet  repose. 
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Happy  spirit  I  all  is  o'er ; 
Thou  shalt  weep  and  sigh  no  more ; 
Again  this  tongue  shall  ne'er  annoy, 
Nor  wand'ring  feet,  thy  peace  destroy : 
Thy  much-lov'd  George  hath  ceas'd  to  be 
A  source  of  grief  and  misery. 

I've  lost,  I've  lost  a  Mother  dear ! 

But  O,  I've  found  a  Saviour  near! 

All  thy  prayers  now  are  heard ; 
All  thy  precepts  here  revered ; 
And  thy  long-lost  prodigal, 
Listening  to  a  Saviour's  call, 
Quits  his  home  and  ploughs  the  seas, 
Preaches  Christ  near  Pyrennees. 

And  in  slumbering  moments  here, 
he  sees  a  Mother  near* 


Dost  thou  still  thy  child  embrace, 
Fruit  of  mercy,  love,  and  grace  ? 
Dost  thou  now  with  wisdom  guide, 
Lest  his  slippery  footsteps  slide  ? 
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And  in  this  wild  desert  land, 

Gently  lead  him  by  the  hand  ? 
Spirit  of  a  Mother  dear, 
Tell  me,  art  thou  hov'ring  near  ? 

Hail!  my  mother,  soon  I'll  reach, 
Soon  I'll  mount  the  vanquish'd  beach  1 
Soon  III  pass  through  death's  dark  vale, 
Soon  o'er  Jordan's  billows  sail ; 
Then  lov'd  parents  there  we'll  join, 
Chaunting  hymns  to  grace  divine  1 

There  we'll  shout  the  theme  most  dear, 
Grace,  rich  grace,  hath  brought  us  here. 


FINIS. 
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